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nncan F. Kenner, who haa 
ppeared as an aspirant for 
re honore, with an eye to a 
farther advancement, has 

bis position upon the pbief if 
plank of the Democrat as

k that one Legislature has 
'Mnafirational .right to re-

Marter granted by a previous 
ure, if it partakeB of the 
){ a contract or becomes a 
igbtby the subsequent optfop 

n tra c t iD g  partieB.” 
can be no doubt of the 

tbj )ss of this view of constitu- 
ritl| iw. If the Lottery company 
1 nired vested rights, then i t s

)er« is unassailable by any future 
tore. Whether such vested 
»ve aeorued or not, is a  judi

otto
eo]

■stion which the Legislature 
more authoritatively decide 

ie New Orleans Democrat or 
Mican or any other non-ju- 
erson can. Any Legislature 

a hill to repeal the Slaugh- 
^  C) Gaslight and Lottery char- 
jei any one of them. But this 

will not affect any of the 
rights ef these monopolies 
estion then comes up : Have 
ompanies, or has any particm 

of them for example, ac- 
vested rights. The Slaugh 

ie company’s title has been 
reoAd in the Circuit Court of 
be ted States and settled affirms- 

son No one that we know of 
n ai the right of the Gas company 
rthi us heavily for gas or the 
b4 irorks company to charge us 
G0 sr water. And as the Lottery 
fro ay has stood in court on some 

ter of dispute without being per
il pC ly dismissed as a nullity, the 

iption is very strong that this 
Upa oly also has taken root too 
1 »ti to be overthrown by anybody.

onrse, Mr. Kenner, as a caudi 
er li r the Senate can not be called 
ini*. >r a judicial opinion upon an 
"irn 6 l*w. Still less ought he to 
Lot sd to declare a law null and 

jJ'0? ist has stood on the statute 
arr« of the State for ten years, and 
18 tl ed eight years of Republican 
Dj “jj roof Democratic administra- 

In the first place he has never
den 16 Lottery c' iartcr> and again, 
md actical result could come of 
the g it, since the gentleman is 

aspirant for a place where 
8 bj idicial question is likely to 
•“ eforo him.
1 hope this answer of the nomi- 

Senator in the Fourth Dis- 
faiijill satisfy his questioner, as it 

to us about the only one an 
gent and conscientious man 

816, give under the circumstances, 
d a
3r“ *iL LEE ON THE COLOE QUESTION

e.i 1

Of i

teres ting letter written by General 
Lee to Honorable Andrew Hunter, » 
Virginian of the highest character, 
representing a part of the State 
which had never been content with 
the representative force of the East
ern slave holder*. The letter marks 
the difference between the doctrines 
of Washington and Jefferson and 
those of the Calhoun school as repre
sented by the'President of the Con
federacy, Jefferson Davis. The pro
posal of General Lee passed the 
House of Delegates of Virginia, but 
it met the defiant opposition of Pre
sident Davis, and of the Democracy 
of the cotton States, aod was de
feated. We publish the letter as an 
interesting and authentic history of 
peculiar interest at the present 
moment. The letter displays the 
wisdom of General Lee in a conspic
uous manner. He accepted the eman- 
cipaation as a part of the capitulation, 
and his counsel and iofluence was 
given to reconstrnction. Under his 
advice the citizenship of the colored 
people was recognized and conceded, 
nor has there been a massacre or 
a murder, a riot or other disturbance 
in the State of General Lee from the 
day of emancipation.

We would impress the remarkable 
sagacity of General Lee in recom
mending to be done at once that 
which his friends and followers in 
the cotton States have been so long 
and so reluctantly accepting.

In the decision of the Citizens’ 
Conservative party to guarantee the 
protection of the colored people and 
accept their political support, we 
have the first sincere evidence of a 
purpose on the part of the property 
and intelligence of our State to fol
low the example of General Lee. 
We offer them the advantage of his 
authority by publishing his letter.

who kuow the antecedent
idge bb of Southern men are aware 
g, * here was always a great dif- 
8icm e between the conservative 
and; ;*a of the slave States of Vir-

ae « i*f South Carolina, Mississippi 
indtuer cotton States, who regard 

sry solely as a political qnes
1 St ind desired the continued re- 
isent between master and slave as 
Ge* means of giving control to 

Beat ion and property of "the 
thiongh a menial and proleta- 
ekss that could never disturb 

3UG f by their discontent or by 
ambition. Upon this theory 

ied, i person” in slavery became ag
eieu 1 ̂ aB'8 °* rePre8®ntati°n 88 

or other property could have 
aeB It was a basis just as incapa 

interfering in its own ropre- 
._-on as the acres or the dollars

Dsal V uI have been.
J theory of George Washington 
j|( , itterly different. He was of 
ustj .that, liberated and instructed 
()e dored people “would become 

iment of social and industrial 
erity.” Thomas Jefferson in 

g ied the same doctrine, as did 
• sit (Martin and othbrs of Mary- 

J TheopinionsofHenry Clay and 
of j iius M. Clay corresponded with 

of Washington and Jefferson, 
togton liberated his own slaves 
ion would have done the same, 

t bi lbt’ had they not have been the 
kne, tty of his creditors.
>e(l i State of Virginia, about the 
, inl 1832, came within a few votes 
ltioJ ttneipating the slaves. Their 
att< Med value and the complica'
I ;H with political questions post- 

id extinguished any idea of 
I, nor is it possible that any- 

save actual war would have 
piished that object.

It, Be arose a very interesting 
ion in the Confederacy in the 
ling of the year 1865. 'The 

; era resources were failing, and 
rpet ®P5y of men had almost ceased, 
tt,6 ril Robert E. Lee was in con 
cr|B on with the Confederate an 
libb its upon the beet means of pre- 
ti« i for the opening campaign 
lepb Bommended enlistin^the slavei 
a on *>tncinaj,ing the flttn and their 

|M*< We publish tfc* vei^.in

THE PI.ATFOKJH AND NOMINEES OF 
THE HfeMoCKATIC PAKTY. '

FiUow Voters—When candidates fere

Snt up for popular support, inasmuch as 
itelligent voters have an interest is their 

election fo office only in proportion to (die 
extant that they will, ss paid public ser
vants, substitute good for bad govern
ment, they have a right to know specifi
cally what opinions said Candida tee hold 
on the great vital issues that may be at 
stake.

The retirement of the Republican 
party from city politics has been 
followed by the appearance of four 
rival tickets, all professing to repre
sent the people:

1. The Democratic Conservative.
2. The National.
3. The Citizens’ Conservative.
4. The Citizens,’ Taxpayers’ and 

Workingmen.
Nearly all the elements which go 

to make up these factions were two 
years ago engaged in the great work 
of “ redeeming Louisiana” by de
feating the Republican party. They 
have only partially succeeded. It is 
true, Republicanism, as an organiza
tion is hors du combat in this cam
paign, but “ Louisiana” needs “ re
deeming ” again worse than ever. 
But the redeemers are about, up and 
active. They may be seen in little 
flocks on every corner where thrives 

family grocery,” “ working for 
the party.” These reformers are 
mostly young men who would cut

much more creditable figure in 
some cotton field or boss mechanic's 

p, where they might stand a 
chance to retrieve their personal 
fortunes, than they do in their use
less efforts to hold up lamp posts or 
press down dry goods boxes and 
empty barrels. Their occupation is 
easy and fashionable if not profitable.

We hear of some threats of 
“ Fourteenth of September ” a little 
out of season. The Citizens Con
servative party the other day sent a 
formal request to the powers that be 
for representation at the polls in 
the coming election. They merely 
wanted to select some of the com
missioners and clerks of election, 
but were refused. When the de
cision of the Registrar was made 
known, it is said, some of them 
declared if the administration did 
not guarantee the Citizens ticket a 
fair showing and count, “ then the 
next fourteenth of September would 
occur on the fifth of November! As 
these men are neither Nationals, 
Republicans, Red Warriors 
Know Nothings, but straight out 
Democrats, we shall hear nothing 
about suggestions of hanging them 
for incendiary language.

Mr. Evarts stated in his speech at 
Cooper Institute, on Thursday night 
that the Democrats, in the late presi 
dential election, by suppressing the 
right of suffrage, deprived the Re 
publican party of twenty electoral 
votes which rightfully belonged to 
it, and caused twenty others to be 
questioned. The suppressed votes 
were those of Alabama, Mississippi 
and Arkansas, in all of which States 
there is a large majority of Repub 
licans who are fenced out from the 
polls at every election by an abbatis 
of bayonets. The States in which 
the vote was called in question are 
Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida 
and Oregon.

Mr. Tilden’s friends deny that he 
intends to marry a St. Lonis girl. 
The old mad, Is probably afraid he 
would become a cipher himself in 
tEe. event of nMtrfanooy.

Here is the “ Platform ” issued by the 
Democratic parish convention, on which 
the candidates offered for our suffrage are 
supposed to stand, and which all Demo
crats are expected to indorse:

■ ‘We advocate a vigoreus effort to econ
omise and to enhance the resources of the 
city; th ̂ restoration of our commercial 
prosperity and the lightening of the bur
dens thereon; the equalization of assess
ments; a generous school system, with 
equal advantages to white and colored; 
harbor improvements and the abatement 
of wharfage charges at the earliest practi
cable period; the ^oppression of all mo
nopolies, and especially the abolition of 
the present contract system, which in 
itself is but a monopoly directed against 
the laborer. Therefore, we confidently 
claim that our candidates are fit represen
tatives of those aims and objects, and 
are entitled to the support of all those 
who sympathize therewith.”

As one of the voters to whom this con
vention appeals for the support of its 
work, I reject this platform as being 
utterly without definite meaning (unless 
it be a meaning absolntely hostile to the 
interests of the mass of the people), and 
in some of its parts insulting to the in
telligence of the voter, whether be be the 
man of wealth or the humblest laborer.

This people have before their eyes 
every hour great and oppressive evils of a 
specific nature whioh have well nigh 
ruined them, and which can not continue 
without bringing about oomplete ruin. 
And, to add to pre-existing evils, they 
have to stagger under untold losses in 
life and substance inflicted by the still 
prevailing epidemic.

It is at a time like this that a party, 
whose very name should inspire every 
man with hope, pnts up candidates for 
local government and for legislators, 
'many of whom it is impossible for the 
intelligent and virtuous citizen to vote for 
without violating the plainest diotates of 
propriety and oommoa sense, and holds 
up as its shibboleth the skeleton of so- 
called “ principles ” I have quoted.

In this platform there is contained but 
one specific avowal, and that is smothered 
in its birth by the baldest, the most im
pudent insult to the intelligence of voters 
that cab be imagined. The convention 
says it favors—

The suppression of monopolies, and 
especially the abolition of the present 
contract system, which in itself is bat a 
monopoly directed against the laborer. ”

If the convention is honest in calling 
the contract system a Jmonopoly, then 
they are simpletons, for it is simply an 
impossibility for that to be a "monopoly” 
which is a temporary contract entered 
into between the city authorities and the 
lowest responsible bidders after due ad
vertisement under the law. We can not 
believe such a body of men to be fools, 
therefore they are justly amenable to the 
charge of a low pandering to the desire 
of a few hundred laborers to get into the 
work of cleaning the streets under the 
old and far more expensive system, while 
a smaller number would be turned out 
who now work under the contract system.

Perhaps such an appeal as this may in
fluence the man who simply wants to get 
in, but it ought to strike every working
man who pretends to know what Democ
racy means, as clearly indicating in con
vention and candidates a spirit which will 
surely be carried into every ramification 
of their work if they are elected, and 
which will be pernicious in the extreme.

Surely, the workingman can not require 
to be told again that the very reason be is 
this day without work is because all prop
erty and all industry have been officially 
robbed to almost complete exhaustion. 
The great charge against, the Radical 
party was that it robbed us of our sub
stance through the forms of taxation tor 
governmental purposes. This was the 
great charge we brought; under this we 
all rallied; under this we achieved viotory. 
Every man—property holder and work
ingman—felt the great evil; we rebelled 
against it  and we oast off the inenbas.

But is the workingman a fool that he 
can not divine the real animus that lies 
at the bottom of this bait thrown out to 
catch hie vote and then leave him strand
ed? I think not. Is there a voter who 
does not know that the place of Adminis
trator of Improvements was instituted by 
the manufacturers of our city charter to 
;ive a chance for political plundering? 

.tod West grew rich on its pickings in a 
year, and stepped from the City Hall to 
the United States Senate. The opportu
nities it affords are almost without limit, 
and when the declaration of 1 ‘ principles" 
aims s  blow at the only check that ever 
has been put on an incumbent, it simply 
means that the doors are again to be 
widely open to plonder the taxpayer that 
the officeholder may be enriched. The 
“ combination” cares not one curse for 
the laboring man; they are simply and 
solely providing for their man or men.

And now comes a Democratic conven
tion to give us a platform of “principles” 
five pans of a paragraph the vaguest gen
eralities, and the sixth part an utter aban
donment of the shibboleth under which 
we have lor years been fighting and an 
insult to the intelligence of the hungriest 
man who waits for work.

Fellow Voters, let us ask these candi
dates some plain questions. If they are 
r^ilmen, free of the trammels of “ bum- 
merism,” and interested in your welfare 
and mine—in the welfare of the utterly 
helpless widow and orphan, on whom 
corrupt politicians prey without mercy— 
they will answer them fairly and squarely. 
If they are silent, then happy will be the 
“money power,” and God help all who 
have to work for a living !

QUESTIONS FOB CANDIDATES.
1. Will you sustain the PremiumJBoiul 

law, or will you devote your beet energies 
to its abrogation at the hands of the 
Legislature ?

2. Do you, personally, pay claims 
against yourselves which you kuow you 
do not owe ?

3. If you do not pay claims which you 
do not owe, do you, or will you, favor 
paying bonds whioh yon know or believe 
the oily of New Orleans does not ow*?

4. If you have a large batch of olfeims 
presented against yon personally, will yoo 
not sift the legitimate from the illegitimate 
ones, and only pay the fanner ? And if 
payment of the latter is insisted on, then 
wiil you not resist even through the courts 
of justioe?

6. Then, will you devote your energies 
to bringing the subject of the city debt 
before the courts ? *.

6. Always having proclaimed, as Demo
crats, that the Baal cals were illegally in
volving the city hi debt and raining the 
whole people, if elected will yon new

work
every bon’d that we d<» not legally owe?

7. Will yon work for the abrogation of 
an infamous law that fixes enormous as
sessments on us Me four years, and will 
you work for their redaction to something 
like the standard of the other great cities?

8. Are yon in favor of the abolishment
ol the license system— the greatest outrage 
on industry ? , ,

9. Do yon favor the punctual monthly 
payment of every employe of the city 
before all other payments whatsoever, and 
the otter abolition of the power of the 
city authorities to issue, directly or in
directly, any kind of “ promise to pay ” to 
each employees ?

10. Are yon in favor of the redaction 
of the namber of city employes to the 
lowest possible standard, and to making 
their pay m proportion to the pay of 
similar employees in private life?

11. Are yon in favor of abolishing all 
fees or perquisites in office, and for giving 
fixed salaries to all officials?

12. Are you opposed to all legislation 
looking, directly or Indirectly, to the cre
ation of new debt, State or city ?

13. Are yon opposed to the Moffett 
register law ?

14. Will you exert your b«6t energies 
for the abolition of all existing monopo
lies?

15. Will you force all chartered com
panies of all kinds to comply strictly with 
their contracts or with their legal obliga
tions to society ?

1C. Will you work to have the laws and 
ordinances so arranged that taxpayers can 
have the opportunity to pay their taxes 
in installments—thus giving the citizen 
the game chance with city and State au
thorities that be has with his fellow men 
in all the relations of life ?

17. Will you exert your best efforts to 
tree the commerce of this city from the 
destructive burdens that are upon it ?

Fellow voters, here is something of a 
platform for an honest candidate to work 
out Take the sop that is thrown to you 
by vour so-called representatives at Odd 
Fellows’ Hall, and vote for the batch of 
patriots they have presented yon, and 
yonr time spent in walking to and from 
the polls is worse than thrown away. 
You will simply be swapping one set of 
unworthy servants for another still worse. 
The intelligent maD, high or low, rich or 
poor, who permits his ballot to be thus 
prostituted by so-called “ leaders” or “ re
presentatives ” is guilty of an unpardon
able wrong, and as surely os there is a God 
in heaven he will repent his action.

I ask any intelligent man, whether he 
be young or old, rich or poor, high or 
low, to look over the list oi candidates 
offered for Democratic suffrage, and ask 
himself whether be does not know that 
there are men there utterly unworthy of 
his support—men unfit, men incapable, 
men unworthy—men who are bound to be 
the tools and the instruments of How
ard’s Lottery and other like incubi on our 
substanoe?

But “ party discipline” requires that 
we must support the nominees of the 
party—/iolens nolens! ThiB may be the 
duty of the profr iaional politician and 
office holder, but it is not yours or 
mine. Party is to be sustained when 
it guarantees us good government. A 
sensible man is devoted to party to this 
extent alone. A party is supposed to 
succeed on this basis. You have no other 
use for it. The principles of the Demo
cratic party are sound and should com
mand the support of all good men, but 
the Odd Fellow’s Hall convention is not 
the Democratic party.

No, the “ combination” cf bummers 
and others who have invited you to come 
to the political feast of the filth of Novem
ber next are but mocking your own fidelity 
to a grand old party, on whose noble his
tory and traditions they are trading for 
the ignoble ends of themselves or their 
masters. A great feast there will be on 
that day, bnt no seats at the table for any 
man not in the “ combination.” The 
“money power” will preside at one end of 
the table and the “monopolist” at the 
other, and the side seats will be occupied 
by their servants. There will be rich 
viands, and the re will be crumbs, and the 
ernmbs will be for a few of the poor 
laborers whom they now try to humbug 
with the promise to tax property and in
dustry that they may have woik. Even 
the many of these, if they have permitted 
themselveB to be humbugged, will go home 
utterly hungered and disappointed.

Fellow voters, it is never too late to do 
good, and every consideration which 
should impel men to work for good is 
before you. Hold a mass meeting; draw 
good men on*, from their privacy and run 
them f r the offices at ycur disposal. If 
you succeed, the victory will be great, if 
you only partially succeed, it will to that 
extent paralyze the public enemy and 
prepare yon for a complete viotory in the 
next oontest. Sit in silent submission to 
the despotism that threatens you, and 
general prosperity and happiness are im
possible. D. WARREN BRICKELL.

P. 8.—Since the above was written, 
another ticket, the “Citizens’ Conserva
tive,” has appeared in the field. As a 
voter, I put to them the questions detailed 
in this article. If they are the friends of 
the people they will not be too proud to 
answer even an humble questioner like 
me. If they do not answer without re
serve they are not to be trusted. “A clever 
good fellow” in private life is not neces
sarily) a proper candidate for the suffra
ges of a people who langnish under bad 
government D. W. B.

Bnt
the root of the evil, as well as the evil 
itself, is to be found in a large number of 
our girl*' schools. The daily attempt in 
Which so many ef them we engaged to 
oover ground which cab not be covered, 
to make a show of instruction which oan 
not be given, and which teachers and 
pnpils know is not given, and which has 
no real adaptation to the practical needs 
Of life, which every girl secretly intends 
to forge< as soon as she is married, natural
ly creates an atmosphere of sham in 
which good manners can not grew or can 
only grow in rare natures. No woman's 
manners ale so good il she is not simple, 
and she can not be simple after passing 
some of her best years In trying to impose 
on people as the possessor Of accomplish
ments which she really does not possess. ” 
Courier-Journal.

The New York Nation has an aricle on 
the “ Woman QaetXm.. ’ Next after 
health and the power of acquisition which 
gives consequence, the writer considers 
that she should have “ administrative 
capacity"—the faculty of getting the most 
of one's money, and of managing the ser
vants and children. Her training at 
school and at home should fit her to 
receive company with a hospitable and 
gracioos air, no matter under what cir
cumstances a guest is presented. It is 
expected of her that she should, by. her 
culture and good manners, “ restrain or 
oonnteract the tendency to brutality and 
coarseness among men, whioh seems an 
inseparable accompaniment of the regime 
of competition. ” Tact and ready sym
pathy are the foundation of good man
ners, bnt, even without these natnral gifts, 
a simple, kiadly, unpretentious manner 
may be acquired which will go a long way 
toward adorning a house and render it a 
place into which the husband or brother 
is not ashamed to usher unexpectedly the 
most dijtviguiahed guest. “ Now,” the 
writer go: •  on to say, “ fussiness and pre
tense, the absence of .* modest stillness 
and humility,’ are all over the coantry 
the curse of girls’ schools. Die evil 
reaches its last limits In the oity high 
schools; a street-car fall of the older girls 
of one of these Institutions, eager for the 
notice of the passengers, talking in lond, 
“hollerin'' votaae, confident to the last 
degree in the power of their own attract
iveness, ignorant of what reserve means, 
and anxious that every word they say 
should be beard by everybody within ten 
rode, is, perhaps, as disheartening a 
rprTitan'll of the kind aa our civilization 
presents, bcaause it Indicates the absence
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General Lee Am a. Conservative.
A Richmond, Virginia, correspondent 

of the Weekly Times submits the following 
certified copy of a letter from General 
Lee, bearing upon the subject recently 
discussed by Mr. -Edward Spencer in a 
contribution to the “Anuals of the War”: 

H eadqcaktees Ab u t  N obthebn 1 
Vieoin ia , > 

January 11, 1865. )
Honorable Andrew H un ter:

I have received your letter of the seventh 
instant, and without confining myself to 
the order of your interrogatories, will en
deavor to answer them by a statement of 
my views on the subject.

I shall be most happy if I can contribute 
to the solution of a question in which I 
feel an interest oommensnrate with my 
desire for the welfare and happiness of our 
people.

Considering the relation of master and 
slave, controlled by human laws and infin- 
enced by Christianity and an enlightened 
public sentiment, as the best that can 
exist between the white and black races, 
while intermingled as at present in this 
country, I would deprecate any sudden 
disturbance of that relation, unless it be 
necessary to avert a greater calamity to 
both. I should, therefore, perfer to rely 
on our white population to preserve the 
ratio between onr forces and that of the 
enemy, which experience has known to be 
safe. But in view of the preparations of 
our enemies, it is onr duty to prepare for 
continued war and not for a battle or 
a campaign; and 1 own I fear we can not 
accomplish this withont overtaxing the 
capacity of onr white population.

Should the war continue under existing 
circumBtanoes, the enemy may in course 
of time penetra'.e onr country, and get 
access to a large part of onr slave popula
tion. It is his avowed policy to convert 
the able bodied men among them into 
soldiers, and emancipate all. The success 
of the Federal arms in the South was fol
lowed by a proclamation from President 
Lincoln for two hundred and eighty 
thousand men, the effect of which will be 
to stimulate Northern States to procure as 
substitutes for their own people the 
negroes thus brought within their reach. 
Many have already been obtained in Vir
ginia, and should the fortunes of war 
expose more of her territory, the enemy 
will gain a larger accession of strength. 
His progress will thus add to his numbers, 
and at the same destroy slavery in a man
ner most pernicious to the welfare of our 
people. Their negroes will he used to 
aold them iu subjection, leaving the re
maining force of the enemy free to extend 
his conquest.

Whatever may be the effect of our em
ploying negro troops, it can not be as 
mischievous as this. If it end in sub
verting slavery it will be accomplished by 
ourselves; and we can devise the means 
ot alleviating the evil consequences to both 
races. I think, therefore, we must decide 
whether slavery shall be extinguished by 
our enemies and the slaves be used against 
us or use them ourselves at the risk of the 
effects which may be produced upon our 
social institutions. My own opinion is 
that we should employ them withont de
lay. I believe that with proper regula
tions, they can be made effective soldiers. 
They possess the physical qualifications 
in an eminent degree. Long habits of 
obedience and subordination, coupled 
with that moral influence which in our 
country the white man possesses over the 
black, famish the best foundation for 
that discipline, which is the surest guar
antee of military efficiency. Our chief 
aim should be to secure their fidelity. 
There have been formidable armies com
posed of men having no interests in the 
conntry for which they fought, beyond 
their pay or the hope of plunder. But it 
is certain that the best foundation upon 
which the fidelity of an army can rest, 
especially in a service which imposes pe
culiar hardships and privations, is the 
personal interest of the soldier in the 
issue of the contest. Such an interest we 
can give our negroes by granting imme
diate freedom to all who enlist, and free
dom at the end of the war to the families 
of those who discharge their duties faith
fully (whether they survive or not), to
gether with tfce privilege of residing at 
the South.

To this might be added a bounty for 
faithful service. We should not expect 
slaves to fight for prospective freedom 
when they osn secure it at once by going 
to the enemy, in whose service they will 
incur no greater risk than in ours. The 
reasons that induce me to recommend the 
employment of negro troops at all render 
the effeot of the measures I have suggested 
on slavery immaterial, and in my opinion 
the best means of seenring the efficiency 
and fidelity of this auxiliary force would 
be to accompany tbe measure with a well 
digested plan of gradual and general 
emancipation* As that will be the reBnlt 
of the continuance of the war, and will 
certainly occur if the enemy succeed, it 
seems to me most advisable to adopt it at 
once, and thereby obtain all the benefits 
that will aocrue to our cause.

The employment of negro troops under 
regulations similar to those indicated 
would, in my opinion, greatly increase! 
onr military strength, and enable us to 
relieve our white population to some 
extent. 1 think we could dispense with 
the reserve forces, exoept in cases of 
emergency. It would disappoint the 
hopes which pur enemies have upon our 
exhaustion, deprive them in a great mea
sure of the aid they now derive from black 
troops, and thus throw the burden of the 
war upon their own people. In addition 
to the greet political advantages that 
would result to Our cause from the adop
tion of s system of emancipation, it would 
exercise a salutary Influence upon onr ne
gro population, by rendering more secure 
the fidelity of those who become soldiers, 
and diminishing the inducements to the 
rest to abscond.

I can only say in conclusion that what
ever measures are to be adopted, should 
be adopted at once. Eveiy day’s delay 
increases the difficulty. Much time will 
be required to organize and discipline tbe 
men; and action may be deferred till ft is 
too late.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed) R. E. LEE, General.

A true copy: J. R. W.

(Philadelphia Weekly Timee.J 
The mysterious ways of Providence, 

about which poets have song and preach
ers have preached, and at which all of ns 
have bad reason at some time or other to 
stand aghast, are exemplified in their more 
beneficent operation by seme of the inci
dents of the season of pestilence, now on 
the wane. It would be exaggeration to 
say that pestilence has healed the wounds 
that war has made, but it is the simple 
truth that it has done more than anything 
else towards tbe restoration of peace to a 
land that in the fulfillment of Daniel Web
ster’s prophecy has been “rent with civil 
feuds and drenched with fraternal blood.” 
War indeed compelled the submission of 
rebellious States to the authority of the 
general government, enforced its authority 
and secured the respect therefor that al
ways waits npon superior power. But the 
wounds inflicted by the sword did not heal 
by first intention. Twelvo long years 
passed before, nnder the benign and con- 
Btitntional administration of President 
Hayes, at the demand of the people who 
were weary of sectional bickering, the con
ditions of the recovery of the patient were 
presented. And now. in this fourteenth 
year after-the hopes of the Confederates 
were bnried in the trenches at Appomatox, 
there comes the cause and the token of 
complete reconciliation. The yellow 
fever, which has brought sorrow to so 
many homes and made whole cities deso
late, has also touched the secret springs 
of affection and there poors forth a stream 
of beneficence that soothes if it does not 
heal, that gladdens the heart of the nation 
if it does not extinguish all its sorrow. 
Trnly, this is the consummation, the 
crowning viotory of peace.

In the spontaneity of charity, in the 
eagernt ss to rush to the relief of our afflic
ted brethren in the South, we may easily 
forget bow great is the resnlt thus mani
fested. But it is worth thinking about for 
a moment. It is not so long since we 
were at war with these people. It was a 
life and death struggle. Crushing dis
aster to our arms was the cne object of 
their ambition; their humiliation and des
truction was the only hope of preserving 
the life of the Republic. The cities of the 
South were quarantined against ns, not, 
as now, against each other. Grant was 
tightening the coils about Vicksburg; the 
Union gunboats were showering shot and 
shell upon the defenses of Mobile; New 
Orleans was under the heel of Butler; the 
whole South was the legitimate prey of 
war; while Southern raiders rode rough
shod over Pennsylvania, Indiana and 
Ohio. There were dark rumors of South
ern plots tor the burning of New York, 
Chicago and Philadelphia, and so deep 
was distrust and so rile suspicion that one 
section was planning to sow the seeds of 
pestilence among the people of the other 
were not without their believers. Look
ing back, it seems like a page out of the 
history of the dark ages. But now how 
different is the spectacle ! The South is 
prostrate; the North is in tears as for a 
suffering siBter. There is nothing that we 
would not do to relieve her distress. New 
York, with the bounty of a city of princes, 
raises over three hundred thousand 
dollars for the Sonthern relief fnnd, 
and is still untiring in the good work. 
Philadelphia, where there was, perhaps, 
the most unflinching opposition to the 
old South, only asks how much is wanted.
A hundred thousand dollars have gone 
Southward and the dimes and dollars are 
still falling into the boxes over which the 
yellow flag is waving; if as much more is 
needed it will be forthcoming. Nor are 
the large cities the only almoners of the 
bounty of the nation. Every city, town 
and hamlet; every lodge, society, shop, 
store and factory esteems it a privilege to 
contribute torAhe furtherance of the good 
work, until for telling the vast total the 
unit of millions is required. The stur
diest in war have been most active in the 
kind offices of peace.

But it is rather the effect npon the 
South that we would dwell. We have done 
no more than our duty and, vaunting our 
charity is vain glory indeed. The relief 
of individual cases of suffering and desti- 
tuiion, the succor of whole cities, bereft 
of their means of making a living, is a 
great work, but that is a matter of course. 
The North has done no more for the South 
in her extremity than the South would do 
for the North if affliction were at our 
doors. The pleasing thing about it all is 
that tbe South receives our aid in tbe 
spirit of fraternity in which it is given. 
There is no abject acknowledgment of 
charity, no effusive expression of gratitude 
but on every hand a manifestation of 
thorongh appreciation of good will. Aid 
is accepted as a new proffer of esteem, as 
an earnest of the complete restoration of 
amity. No reader of Southern news
papers at this time, whether they be the 
dingy half sheets crowded with funeral 
notioes that come from Memphis, the New 
Orleans dailies which have not suffered so 
severely, or the journals from comma 
nities still untouched by the plague, can 
fail to be impressed with the spirit of 
affection towards the North which now 
permeates editorials, paragraphs and com
munications, and is more impressive than 
the set language of resolutions or tbe cart 
bat kindly acknowledgment by telegraph. 
Affliction has bronght this people nearer 
together. They realize as never before

is, also, bnt his sweetness is tinged with 
melancholy. Langfollow is grand; he 
efetohse yonr mini up as with a tempest, 
and awes it with enblimity; Bryant never 
it; he ticklee yon like a soft zephyr, and 
leaves an nneatisfied Utillation. Long
fellow commands like a  knight, Bryant 
like a father. Bryaat says:

Brave he ,11  in fight, 
Courteous in banqnet, scornful ef repose, 
And bountiful, and cruel, and devout.
And quick to draw the sword tn private fend ; 
Be pushed bis qnarre1 to the death, yet prayed

r shaven cenobite.
Longfellow exclaims:

Bnt when I older grew.
Joining a corsair's crow, 
O'sr the dark tea I dew, 

With the marauders. 
Wild was the life we led, 
Many the souls that Aped.
Many the heart# that bled. 

By onr stern orders.
There is an essential difference in these 

quotations, marked by the spirit and con
ception of the author. 'While Bryant is a 
poet, end strictly American so far ss he 
goes, still he is too praotioal, and to 
little ideal.

Platform of llir .tlaaaarknsettaMepubliras 
We, the Republicans of Massichosetts 

in convention assembled—
dissolve. First—That the Republic*! 

party, inspired by its past, gathers in 
creased courage for the work which re 
rnaiDg to be done, renews its allegiance k 
the high principle whioh have guided it, 
thus far, and having preserved the na 
tion’s existence, pledges itself to preserve 
the nation’s honor.

Second—That the Republican party i, 
committed to the maintenance of th 
national credit and the keeping oi th 
public faith with all creditors of the na 
tion. We rejoice that the resumption ot 
specie payments has been so nearly ac
complished. We insist that all lawful 
means shall be taken to injure such re
sumption within the time fixed and by 
law; that all paper currency shall be re
deemable in coin at the will of the holder, 
and that both coin and currency shall be 
kept at all times at par with the gold 
standard ol tbe commercial world. We 
believe that the American people are tc» 
honest wantonly to violate their pledge; 
and too intelligent to attempt to nse >4 
money anything which has neither value 
in iteeli nor represents value, and hay 
too much regard tor their honor and pro*
1 erity to prefer unredeemed and irredeem 
able promisee instead of money whic! 
shall pass current at its full face-value ii. 
every market of the world. j

Third—That the refunding of the na
tional debt at a lower rate of intere t 
should be earried forward as rapidly as 

possible; that the strictest economy in 
expenditures should be used and the in
dustries of the country relieved from tax
ation, so far as honor, good faith and 
necessity will permit; that the civil ad
ministration should be maintained in its 
honesty and efficiency by the executive 
department, which should take the re
sponsibility which belongs to it of making 
nominations to office without dictation ot  
control from other deportments o&gjhe 
government, and should in the exercise 
of this power use the same care and goof 
judgment, and demand the same fidelity k 
and devotion to duty that ate required in . 
the management of important business 
affairs; and we will certainly supBUrfef 
every measure which shall be needed ‘ 
raise the civil service to the high plsf 
honesty and efficiency demanded by i 
Cincinnati platform and the President 
letter of acceptance.

Fourth—That, mindful of the condi* 
of the industries of the Commonwe 
and of the decline in tbe values c 
erty and in the earnings of lab 
capital, it is the imperative dutK;̂ . 
town and city governments and ot 
State government to use the stric

that they are one people; welded anew in 
the furnace of trial. The Union is a verity
that none shall henceforth question 
What God hath joined together let not 
man put asunder.

MM. I1KVANT’S CAST OF .HIND.

Of all our poets, Bryant is the m ost pe
culiar, his fame is least stable. He wan, 
and was not a poet. He had the divine 
gift; but it was shaded by the human in 
stinct. He saw, but it was only with half 
an eye. He doee not possess the weird 
witchery of Longfellow, nor the sometimes 
excessive simplicity of Holmes; but more 
than either, no has the true American
type of mind—direct, positive, brilliant. 
His i__ was a mind better adapted to swing
poetic prose than to fashion sublime 
poetry. Withal, he will rank, perhaps, 
in the highest sohool of American poets. 
It must be admitted that his fame will de
pend upon his earlier, rather than upon 
his later, poems. By no means, however, 
unless comparatively, is “ Thanatopis ’’ 
his best poem. The most and the oes

goetry is found in "The Hurricane.'
[ere his imagination is held in check by 

reality—a thing not common with Bryant. 
Worshiping Nature as be does, he makes 
his poetry too much like her, or flckle ; Ot, 
in other words, it changes, often in the 
earns poem. In “ The Hurricane” the 
mind is slowly led from the first Stir 
of the breeze to the moment when 
Yon may trace the path by the flashes that atari

Now comes the rain. Hark!
What roar is that ?—’tia the rain that ( leaks 
In torrents away from the airy lakes, \
Heavily ponred on the ahodderin* ground,
And shedding a nameless honor round.

We have said that Bryant is pre-emin
entiyapoet of nature; in fact, itoiaths ___
only great ona of that school, excepting I bishop, “ how very very

economy in the administration of pit 
affairs. We demand that the Legialat
shall make no new grants oi pul 
moneys in aid of private enterprises; t 
the public indebtedness shall not be 
creased; that the reduction already ir 
in the public expenditures shall L* j 
onsly continued, and such change’ • • lid* 
therein as may be for the benefit of fan 
Commonwealth; that the system of t  M 
tion shall be so modified that each pe ii 
shall contribute only in properiaci .o 
what he is worth, to the end that t e 
shall be a substantial relief from th< x- 
isting burdens of taxation.

Filth—We recommend the effioie y 
and integrity with which all tbe dei .rt- 
menta of the State government have l iu 
carried on, and denounce as false .lie 
charges of mismanagement made aga’ust 
its administration. Although the inflauou 
of the currency has caused extravaga ice 
in public and private life, and has i- 
fluenced legislators withont distinctioi of 
party to authorize unnecessary and um <e 
appropriations which ought not to *> 
repeated, yet the State has been well i 11 
honestly governed.

Sixth—That the Commonwealth 1 
Massachusetts has prospered for m 
than two centuries because her oitiz> 
have believed that the interest of eacl 
the interst oi ail, and have laboi 
together foi the common weal, and wi 
this union of interest and action whi 
has endured through seasons of depress! 
and disaster ceases her prosperity mi 
cease also. They who would foment c - 
cord by falsely teaching that onr come 
nity is composed of hostile classes wb t 
interests are antagonistic are publio i '>• 
emies whose defeat is essential to i si a 
public welfare, and should be aoco v 1 
piished by the united efforts of all hou j  
men.

Seventh—That the success of the bi 
attempt to place an open repudiator 
tbe executive chair of this renown 
Commonwealth would be an announ 
ment to the world that Massachuse 
for the first time in her history wavers 
her devotion to honest finance, and is 
different to the sacrednees of public fail

Eighth—That the Republicans of Mi' - 
cachusetts will keep all their pledges, a; I . 
will stand by the President of the Unit. 1 
State! in his efforts to keep his. We com- * 
mend the purpose and integrity of his j 
administration, his firmness, in resisting ; 
to the limit of his constitutional pow t r  f 
all attempt to depreoiate the currency r D 
to violate tee plighted faith of the nat'/' 
and his constant endeavors to pron 
the restoration of good will and of so 
and commercial intereouroe between t ka 
citizens of all parte of the country.

Ninth—That we confidently reoommuii’ 
to the people ot Maamohnsetts the nom
inees of this convention as men wfc ss 
character and ability are a guarantee t St 
they will wisely, prudently and efficiei fy 
administer the government of the C< s- 
monwealtb. t

_____________

Bishop WiRon, of Calcutta, was trs' 
ing to his diocese, when a breeze sprt 04 
up, then s squall, and at last matters  ̂
so bad that the skipper come below 1
a grave countenance. “ My lord, 
he, “ in a very few minute* yon will
bWTOBe” “ li©**. dear!”1 . . . . ’ .  tTT  . . r


