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CONSTITUTION 
OP THE 

STATS OF L0TTÏSÏÀ1TA. 
Adopted in Convention, May 16th, 1845. 

PREAMBLE. 

We the People of the State of Louisiana do 
ordaia and establish this Constitution : 

- TITLE I, 

Distribution of Powers. 
Art. 1. The powers of the government of the state 

•f Louisiana shall be divided into three distinct depart­
ments, and each of them be confided to a séparat<f 
body of magistracy to wit : those which arc legislative 
to one ; those which are executive to another ; and 
those which are judicial to another. 

Art. 2. No one of these departments, nor any person 
holding office in one of them, shall exercise power 
properly belonging to either of the others; except in 
the instances hereinafter expressly directed or permitted 

TITLE II. 

legislative Department. 
Art B. T J m power of the »Ute shall be 

Tested in two distinct branches, the one to be styled 
the House of Representatives, the other the Senate, 
and both "the General Assembly of the State of Lou­
isiana." 

Art. 4. The members of the house of représenta* 
titres shall continue in service for the term of two years 
from the day of the closing of the general elections. 

Art. 5. Representatives sliall be chosen on the first 
Monday in November, every two years; and the elec­
tion shall be completed in one day. The General 
Assembly shall meet every second year, on the third 
Monday in January next ensuing the election, unless 
a different day be appointed by law, and their sessions 
shall be held at the seat of government. 

Art. Ç. No person shall be a representative who, at 
the time of his election is not a free white male, and has 
not been for three years a citizen of the United States, 
anil has not attained the age of tweniy-one years-, and 
resided in the state for the three years next preceding the 
election, and the lust year thereof in the parish for which 
hé inay be chosen. 

Art: 7. Elections for representatives for the seve-
eral parishes or representative districts shall be held at 
the several election precincts established by ktw. The 
legislature tnay delegate the power of establishing elec­
tion precincts to the parochial or municipal authorities. 

Art. 8. Representation in the house of representa­
tives, shall be equal and uniform, and shall be regula­
ted and ascertained by-the number of qualified elec­
tors. Each parish shall have at least one represen­
tative : no new parish shall be creafcd with a territory 
Itss than six hundred ami twenty-five square miles, nor 
with a number of electors less than the full number en­
titling it to a representative, nor when the creation of 
tftich new parish would leave any other parish without 
tfee said extent of territory and number of electors. 

The first ennumeratiön to be made by the state au­
thorities under this constitution shall be made in the 
year 1847, the second in the year 1855 ; and the sub­
sequent enumerations shall be made every tenth year 
thereafter, in such manner as Bhall be prescribed by 
law, for the purpose of ascertaining the total population 
and the number of qualified electors in each parish and 
election district. 

At the first regular session of the legislature after 
the making of each enumeration, the legislature shall 
apportion the representation amongst the several pa­
rishes and election districts on the basis of qualified 
electors as aforesaid. A representative number shall 
be fixed, and each parish and election district shall have 
as many representatives as the aggregate number of its 
tlectors will entitle it to, and an additional representa­
tive for any fraction exceeding one-half the represen­
tative number. The number of representatives shall 
not be more than one hundred nor lew than seventy. 

That part of the parish of Orleans situated on the left 
bank of the Mississippi, shall be divided into nine re­
presentative districts as follows, viz : 

1st. First district to extend from the line of the pa­
rish of Jefferson to the middle of Benjamin, Estelle and 
Thalia streets. 

2d. Second district to extend from the last men­
tioned limits to the middle of Julia street, until it strikes 
the New Orleans canal, thence down said canal to the 
lake. 

3d. Third district to comprise the residue of the se­
cond municipality. 

4th. Fourth district to extend from the middle of 
Canal street to the middle of St. Louis street, until it 
reaches the Mctairie road, thence along said load to the 
New Orleans canal. 

5th. Fifth district to extend from the last mentioned 
limits to the middle of St. Phillip street, thence down 
said street until its intersection with the bayou St. John, 
thence along the middle of said bayou until it inter­
sects the Metairie road, thence along said road until it 
reaches St. Louis street. 

6th. Sixth district to be composod of the residue of 
the first municipality. 

7th. Seventh district from the middle of Esplanade 
street to the middle of Champs Elysées street. 

8th. Eighth district from the middle of Champs 
Elysées street to the middle of Enghien streel and 
Lafayette avenue. 

9th. Ninth district from the middle of Ehghien 
street and Lafayette avenue to the lower limits of the 
parish. 

Art. 9. The house of representatives shall choosc its 
speaker and other officers. 

Art. 10. Jn all elections by the people every free 
white male who has been two years a citizen of the 
United States, who has attained the age of twenty-one 
years, and resided in the state two consecutive years 
next preceding the election, and the last year thereof 
in the parish in which he offers to vote, shall have the 
right of voting : Provided, that no person shall be depri­
ved of the right of voting who at the time of the adop­
tion of this constitution was entitled to that right under 
the constitution of 1812. Electors shall, in all cases 
except treason, felony, breach or surety of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest during their attendance at, 
going to, or returning from elections. 

Art. 11. Absence from the Stato for more than 
ninety consecutive days, shall interrupt the acquisition 
of the residence required in the preceding section, un­
less the person absenting himself shall be a house-kee­
per, or shall nccupy a teneraènt for carrying on busi­
ness, and his dwelling house or tenement for carrying 
on business shall be actually occupied during his ab­
sence, by his family or servants, or some portion there­
of, or by some ©ne employed fey him. 

Art. 12. No soldier, "seaman or marine in the army 
or nàvy of the United States, no pauper, no person un­
der interdiction, nor under conviction of any crime pun-
ishble with hard labor, shall be entitled to vote at any 
election in the state. 

Art. 13. No person shall be: entitled to vote at 
any election held in this state, except in the parish of 
his residence, and in cities and towns divided into 
election precincts, in the election precinct in which he 
resides. 

Art. 14. The membèrs of the senate shall be chosen 
for the term of four years The senate when assembled 
Shall have the power to choosc its officers every two 
years. 

Art. 15. The legislature in every year in which they 
shall apportion representation in the house of represen­
tatives shall divide the state into senatorial districts. No 
parish shall be divided in the formation of a sennterial 
district, the parish of Orleans excepted. And whene­
ver a new parish sfcall be- created, it shall be attached 
to the senatorial district from which most of its territo­
ry-was taken, or to another contiguous district at the 
discretion of the legislaturô ; but shstt not be attach­
ed to more than one district. The number of senators 
shall be thirty-two, and they shall be apportioned 
among the senatorial districts according tt> the total 
population, contained in the several districts : Provided, 
that no parish shall be enjitjed to more than one-eighth 
of the whole number of senators. 

Art-16. Ia all apportionments of the senate, the 
population of the city of New Orleans shall be deduc­
ted from the populationaf«thv whole state, and the re­
mainder of the population divided by the number twen-
ty-eight, and the result produced by this division shall 
be the senatorial ratkt entitling a senatorial district to 
a aenatorj Siligte Or contiguous parishes shall be for­
med: into districts having a population the nearest pos­
sible to the number entitling* adistrict to à senator ; and 
if in the apportionment to be madfe; a parish or district 
fall short of or excéd the ratio, one-fifth, then a dis­
trict may be formed having not more than two sena­
tors» but not otherwise. 

No new apportionment shall have the effeet of abrid­
ging the term of service of any senator already elected 
at the time of making the apportionment. 

After an enumeration has been made as directed in 
the eighth article, the legislature shall not pass any 
laws until an apportionment of the representation in 
both houses of the general assembly be made. 

Art. 17. At the first session of the general assembly, 
after this constitution takes effect, the senators shall be 
equally divided by lot into two classes ; the seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expi­
ration of the secend year, of the second class at the ex­
piration of the fourth year ; so that one-half shall be 
chosen every two years, and a rotation thereby kept up 
perpetually. In case any district shall have electcd 
two or more senators, said senaters shall vacate their 
floats respectively at the end of two and four years, and 
the lots shall be drawn between them. 

Art. 18. No person shall be a senator who at the 
time of his elcctiön, has not been a citizen of the Uni­
ted States ten years, and who has not attained the age 
of twenty-seven years, and resided in the state four 
years pext preceding his election, and the last year 
thereof in the district in which he may be chosen. 

Art. 19. The first election for senators shall be gen­
eralthroughout the state, and at the same time thatthe 
general election for repreoentirttVes is held ; and there­
after there shall be biennial'elections to fill the place of 
those whose tftne of service may have expired. 

Art. 20. Not less than a majority of the members of 
each house of the general assembly shall form a quo­
rum to do business ; but a smaller number may adjourn 
from day to day, and shall be authorized by law to com­
pel the attendance of absent members. 

Art. 21. Each house of the general assembly shall 
judge of the qualification, election and returns of its 
members : but a contested election shall be determined 
in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

Art. 22. Each house of the general assembly may 
determine the, rules of its proceedings, punish a mem­
ber for disorderly behavior, and with the ,concurrence 
of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time 
for the same offence. 

Art. 23. Each house of the general assembly shall 
keep and publish weekly a journal of its proceedings: and 
the yeas and nays of the members on any question shall, 
at the desire of any two of them, be entered on the jour­
nal. 

Art. 24. Each house may punish by imprisonment 
any person not a member, for disrespectful and disor­
der!} behavior in its presence, or for obstructing any of 
its proceedings:—such imprisonment shall not exceed 
ten days for any one offence. 

Art. 25. Neither lipuse, during the session of the 
genera) assembly, shall without the consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three flaj's, nor to any other placc 
than that in which they may be sitting. 

Art. 26. The members of the general assembly 
shall receive from the public treasury a compensation 
for their services, which shall be four dollars per day du­
ring their attendance, going to and returning from the 
session of their respective houses. The compensation 
maybe increased or diminished by law ; but no altera­
tion shall take effect during the pejiod of service of the 
members of the house of representatives by whom such 
alteration shall have been made. No session shall ex­
tend for a period beyond sixty days, to date from its 
commencement, and any legislative action had after 
the expiration of sixty days, shall be null and void — 
This provision shall not apply to the first legislature, 
which is to convene after the adoption of this constitu­
tion. 

Art. 27. The members of the general assembly shall 
in all cases except treason, felony, breach or surety of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their atten­
dance at the sessions of their respective houses, and go­
ing to or returning from thesame; and or any speech or 
debate in either house, they shall not be questioned in 
any other place. 

Art. 28. No senator or representative, shall during 
the term for which he was elected nor for one. year 
thereafter, be appointed or elected to any civil office of 
profit under this state, which shall hure been created, 
or the emoluments of which shall have been increased 
during the time such senator or representative was in 
offico, except to such offices or appointments as may be 
filled by the elections of the people. 

Art. 29. No person while he continues to exercise 
the fonctions of a clergyman, priest, or preacher of any 
religious persuasion, society or sect, shall be eligible to 
the general assembly. 

Art. 30. No person who at any time may have been 
a collector of taxes, or who may have been otherwise 
entrusted with public money, shall be eligible to the 
general assembly, or to any office of profit or trust under 
the state government, until he shall have obtained a dis­
charge for the amount of such collections, and for all 
public moneys with which he may have been entrusted. 

Art. 31. No bill Bhall have the force of a la\V until 
on three several days, it be read over in each house of 
the general assembly, and free discussion allowed there­
on, unless in case of urgency four-fifths of the house 
where the bill shall be pending, may deem it expedient 
to dispense with this rule. 

Art. 32. All bills for raising revenue shall originate 
in the house of representatives, but the senate may 
propose amendments as in other bills, provided they 
shall not introduce any new matter under the color of 
an amendment, which does not relate to raising- reve­
nue. 

Art. 33. The general assembly shall regulate, by 
law, by whom and in what manner writs of election 
shall be issued to fill the vacancis which may happen 
in either branch thereof. 

Art. 34. A majority of all the members elected to 
the senate, shall be required for the - confirmation or re­
jection of officers to be appointed by the governor, with 
the advice and consent of the senate; ami the senate in 
deciding thereon, shall vote by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the senators voting for and against the ap­
pointments respectively, shall he entered on a journal 
to be kept for that purpose, and made public at the cud 
of each session, or before. 

yirf. 35. Returns of all elections for members of 
the general assembly shall be made to the secretary 
of state. 

Art. 36. A treasurer of the state shall be elected 
biennially» by joint ballot of the two houses of the 
general assembly. The governor site 11 have th'c 
power to fill any vacancy that may happen in that office 
during the recess of the legislature. 

Art. 37. In the year in which a regular election of 
a senator of. the United States is to take place, the 
members of the general assembly shall, meet in the 
hall of the house of representatives, on the Monday 
following the meeting of the legislature, and proceed 
to the said election. 

TITLE 111. 
Executive Dcpar ment. 

Art. 38. The supreme executive power of the state 
shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall be sty-
ted the Governor of the State of Louisiana. He shall hold 
his office during the term ol fou^ years, and together 
with the Lieutenant Governor chosen lor the same 
term, be elected as follows:—The citizens entitled to 
vote for representatives, shall vote for a governor and 
lieutenant governor, at the time and place of voting 
for representatives ; the returns of every election shall 
be sealed up and transmitted by the proper returning 
officer to the secretary of state, who shall deliver them 
to the speaker of the house of representatives, on the 
second day of the session of the general assembly, then 
next to be holden. The members of the general assem­
bly shall meet in the house of representatives, to ex­
amine and count tho votes. The person having the 
greatest number of votes for governor, shall be declared 
duly elected, but if two or more persons shall be equal 
and highest in the number of votes polled for governor, 

of them shall immediately be chosen governor by 
joint vote of the members of the general assembly.— 
The person having the greatest number of votes for 
lieutenant governor shall be lieutenant governor ; but if 
two or more persons shall be equal and highest in the 
number of votes polled for lieutenant governor, one of 
them shall be immediately chosen lieutenant governor 
by joint vote of the members of the general assembly. 

Art.39. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
governor or lieutenant governor who shall not have at­
tained the age ol thirty-five years, been fifteen years a 
citizen of tho United States, and a resident within this 
state for the same space of time next proceeding his 
election • 

Art. 40. The governor shall enter on the discharge, 
of his duties on the fourth Monday of January next 
ensuing his élection, and shall continue in office until 
the Monday next succeeding the day that his succes­
sor 6hall have been declared duly elected, and shall 
have taken the oath or affirmation prescribed by this 
constitution. 

Art. 41. The governor shall be ineligible for the 

succeeding four years after tho expiration of the time 
for which he shall have been clcctcd. 

Art. 42. No member oftl'ongre6s or person holding 
any office under the Unite*/ States, or minister of any 
religious society, shall bceligible to the office or gov­
ernor or lieutenant governor. 

Art. 43. In case of the empeachment of the gov­
ernor, his removal from office, death, refusal or inabili­
ty to qualify, resignation, or absence from the state, the 
powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the 
lieutenant governor for tho residue of the term, or un­
til the governor» absent or impeached, shall return or be 
acquitted. The legislature may provide by law for the 
case of retnoval, impeachment, death, resignation, disa­
bility, or refusM to qualify, of both the governor and 
lieutenant governor, declaring what officer shall act as 
governor; and such officer shall act accordingly, until 
the disability be removed, or for the residue of the 
term. 

Art. 44. The lieutenant governor, or other officer 
discharging the duties of governor, shall, during Iiis ad­
ministration, receive the same compensation to which 
the governor would have been entitled, had he contin­
ued in office. • Ä 

Art. 45. : T'he lieutenant governor shall by virtue of 
his office, be president of the senate, but shall have only 
a casting vote therein. Whenever he shall administer 
the government, or shall be unable to attend as presi­
dent of the senate, the senators shall elect one of their 
own members as president of the senate for the time 
being. 

Art. 46. While he acts as president of the senate, 
the lieutenant governor shall reçoive lor his services the 
saine compensation which shall for the same period be 
allowed to the speaker of the house of representatives, 
and no more. 

Art. 47. The governor shall have power to grant 
reprieves for all ollences against the state, and ex­
cept in cases of impeachment, shall, with the consent 
of the senate, have power to grant pardons and remit 
fines and forfeitures, aller conviction. In cases of 
treason he may grant reprieves until tho end of the next 
session of the general assembly, in which the power of 
pardoning shail be vested. 

Art.-48. The governor shall at stated times receive 
for his services a compensation,which sliall neither be in­
creased nor diminished during the term for which he 
shall have been elected. 

Art. 49. Ile shall be commander in chief of the ar­
my and navy of this state and of the militia thereof, 
except when they shall be called into the service of the 
United States. 

Art. 50. He shall nominate and by and with the ad­
vice and consent of the senate, appoint all officers 
whose offices are established by this constitution and 
whose appointments are not therein otherwise provided 
for: provided however that the legislature shall have a 
right to prescribe the mode of appointment to all other 
offices established by law. 

Art. 51. The governor shall have power to fill va­
cancies that may happeif during the recess of the sen­
ate by gianting commissions which shall expire at the 
end of the next session, unless otherwise provided for in 
this constitution: but no person who has been nomina­
ted lor office, and rejected by the senate, shall be ap­
pointed to the sam-j office during the recess of the seri­
ate. 

Art. 52. He may require information in writing 
from the officers in the exq;utiv^idepartment, upon any 
subject relating to the duties ofjilieir respective offices. 

Art. 53. He shall from tim" to time, give to the 
general assembly information / Jbspcctmg the situation 
of the state, and recommend}tto their consideration 
such measures as he may deeittj ̂ expedient. 

Art. 54. He may on extraordinary occasions con­
vene the general assembly at thé seat of government, 
or at a different place if that should bet oine dan­
gerous from an enemy or from omlcmics, and in case of 
a disagreement between the twf houses as to the time 
of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as 
he may think proper, not exceeding lour months. .„ 

Art. 55. He shall take care that the laws be faith­
fully executed. 

Art: 56. Every bill which shall have passed both 
houses shall be presented to the governor; if he approve 
he shall sign it, if not, he shall return it with his ob­
jections to the house in which it originated, which 
shall enter the objections at, large upon it s journal and 
proceed to reconsider it ; if after such reconsidérât ion two 
thirds of all the members elected to that house shall agree 
to pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objections, to 
the other house, by which it shall likewise he recon­
sidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the mem­
bers electcd to that*house, it shall be a law; but in 
such cases the vote of both houses sha/1 be determin-' 
cd by yeas and nays, and the names of the members 
voting for and against-the bill, shall be entered en the 
journal of each house respectively. If any bill sha/1 not 
bo returned by the Governor within ton days (Sundays 
excepted) after it sha/1 have been presented to him, it 
shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, 
unless the general assembly by adjournment, prevent 
its return, in which case it shall be a law, unless sent 
back within three days after their next meeting. 

Art. 57. Every order, resolution or vote, to which 
the concurrence of both houses may be necessary, ex­
cept on a question of adjournment, shall be presented to 
the governor, and before it shall take effect, be approved 
by him, or being disapproved, shall be repassed by two-
thirds of the members elected to each house of the gen­
eral assembly. 

Art. 58. Thereshall be a secretary of state who 
shall hold his office during the time for which the gov­
ernor shall have been elected. The records of the state 
shall be kept and preserved in the office of the secreta­
ry; he shall keep a fair register of the official acts and 
proceeding of the governor, and when necessary shall 
attest them. Me shall when required lay the said reg­
ister, and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative to 
his office, betöre either house of the general assembly, 
and shall perform such other duties as may be enjoined 
on him by law. 

Art. 59. All commissions shall he in the name and 
by the authority of the state of Louisiana, and shall be 
sealed with the state seal and signed by tho governor. 

Art. 60. The free white men of the state shall be 
armed and disciplined for its defence: but those who 
belong to religious societies whose tenets forbid them 
to carry arms, shall not be compelled to do so, but shall 
pay an equivalent for personal services. 

Art. 61. The militia ol the state shall be organized 
such manner as may be hereafter deemed most expe­

dient by the legislature. 
TITLE IV. 

Judiciary Department. 
Art. 62 The judicial power shall he vested in a 

supreme court, in district courts, and in justices 
of the peace 

Art. 63. The supreme court, except in cases hereinal­
ter provided, shall have appellate jurisdiction only, which 
jurisdiction shall extend to all cases when the matterin 
dispute shall exceed three hundred dol/urs, and to all ca­
ses in which the constitutionality or legality of any tax, 
toll or impost of any kind or nature sojever, shall be in 
contestation, whatever may .be the amount thereof; and 
likewise to all fines, forfeitures, u^d penalties imposed 
by miinicapal corporations, anil in criminal cases on 
questions of law alone, wherever the punishment of 
death or hard labor may be inflicted, or when a fine 
ceeding three hundred dollars is actually imposed 

Art. 64. The supreme court shall be composed of 
one chief justice, and of three associate judges 
joiity of whom shall constitute a quorum. The chief 
justice shall receive a salary of six thousaimd dollars 
annually, and each of the associate judges shall receive 
a Salary of five thousand five hundred dollars annually* 
The said court shall af>pomt its own clerks. The said 
judges shall be appointed by the governor, by and 
with the advicc and consent of the senate, for the term 
of eight years. 

Art. 65. When the first appointments are mada un­
der this constitution, tho chief justice shall be apffcoin-
ted for eight years, one of the associate judges for six 
years, one for four years, and one for two years; and ' 
the event of the death, resignation, or removal of any of 
said judges before the expiration of the period for 
which he was appointed, his successor shall be appoint 
ted oaly for the remainder of this term; so that the 
term ol service of no two of said judges shall expire at 
the same time. 

Art. 66. The supreme court shall hold its 
New Orleans from the first Monday of the month of 
November, to the end of the month of June inclusiv 
The legislature shall have power to fix the sessions 
elsewhere during the rest of the year; until otherwise 
provided, the sessions shal 1 be held as heretofore. 

Art. 67. The supreme court and each of the judges 
thereof, shall have power to issue writs of habeas corpus 
at the instance of all persons in actual custody under 
proccss in al 1 cases in which they may have appellate 
jurisdiction. 

®*V *n ?" cases in which the judges shall be 
equally divided in opinion, the. judgment appealed from 
shall stand affirmed; in which case each of the judges 
shaü give his separate opinion in writing. 

Art. 69. All judges by virtue of their office shall he 
conservators of the peace throughout the state. Tho 
style of a il procès-; shall be "The state of Louisiana." 
All prosecutions .«hull be carried on in the name, and by 
the authority oi .« state of Louisiana, and conclude 
against the pcaee and dignity of the same. 

Art. 70. The judges of all courts within this state 
shall as often as it may he possible so to do, in every 
definitive judgment, refer to the law in vir­
tue of which such jndgtnewt may be rendered, and in 
all cases adduce the reasons on which their judgment 
is founded. 

Art. 71. No court or judge shall make amp allow­
ance by way offre or compensation in any suit or pro­
ceedings, except lor the payment of such fees to ministe­
rial officers as maybe established by law. 

Art. 72. No duties or functions shall ever be attach­
ed by law to the district courts or to the several judges 
thereof, but such as are judicial; and the said judges 
ai'i prohibited from receiving any fees of office or 
oth.?r compensation than their salaries for any civil 
duties performed by thern. 

Art. 73. Tho judges of all courts ahull be /iiibfo to 
impeachment, but for any rcasonab/e cause, which 
sjia// not be sufficient ground for impeachment; the 
governor sha 11 remove any of them, on the address 
three fourths of the members present of each house of tho 
genera/ assemb/y. In every such case, the cause or 
cause» for which such removal may bo required, shal/ 
be stated at/cngth in the address, and inserted in the 
journaZ of each house. 

Art. 74. There sha// he. an attorney genera? for 
the state and as many districts attornics as may bo 
hereafter found necessary. They sha// ho/d their of­
fices for two years; their duties sha// ber determined by 
/aw. 

Art. 75 The first legislature assembled under this 
constitution,sha// divide the state into judicia/ districts 
which shall remain unchanged for six years, and he 
subject to reorganisation every sixth year thereaf­
ter. 

The number of districts sha// not beïetjthan twe/vc 
nor more than twenty. \ 

For each district one judge, /earned in inc law, sha// 
be appointed, except in the districts in which the cities of 
New .Orleans and Lafaycttd arc situated, in which tho 
/egidiature may establish as many district courts atf the 
public interest may require. 

Art. 76. Each of the said judges shall receive a 
salary to be fixed by law, which shall not be increased 
or diminised during his term of office, and shflfi neve* 
be les» than two thousand five hundred dollars annual­
ly. Ile must be a citizen of the United States, over 
the age of thirty years, and have resided in the state 
for sixjyears next preceding his appointment, and have 
practiced law therein for the space of five years. 

Art^J7. The judges of the district courts shall hold 
their fffices for the term ofsixyears. The judges first 
appointed shall be divided by lot into three classes, as 
nearly equal as can be, und the term of office of the 
judg&of the first class shall expire at the end of two 
years, of the second class at the end of tour years, and 
of the third class at the end of six years. 

Art. 78. The district courts shall have original ju . 
risdictbn in all civil cases, when the amount in dispute 
exceeds fifty dollars, exclusive of interest. In all crim­
inal cases, and in all matters connected with succes­
sions, their jurisdiction shall he unlimited. 

Art. 79. The legislature shall have power to vest 
in clerks o|" courts authority to grant such orders, and 
do such aéts as may be deemed necessary for the fur­
therance of the administration of justice, and in all ca­
ses the powers thus granted shall be specified and da­
ter mined. 

Art. 80. The clerks of the several courts shall be 
removetible for breach of good behavior by the judges 
thereof j subject' in all ̂ a>^s to an appeal to the supreme 
court. / w 

- -Art* til. • "Trfv jurisdiction of justices of the ftoaco 
shall nevör exceed, in civil cases, the sum of one hun­
dred dollars, exclusive of interest, subject to appeal to 
the district court in such cases as «hall be provided for 
by lajj:. They shall bo elected by the qualified voters 
of each parish for the term of two years, and shall have 
such criminal jurisdiction as shall be provided for by 
law. 

Art. 82. Clerks of the district courts in this state shall 
bo elected by the qualified electors in each parish, for 
the term of lour years; and should a vacancy occur 

ubsequent to an election, it shall he filled by the judge 
of the court in which such vacancy exists, and the per-

tbus appointed shall hold his office until the next 
general election. 

Art. 83. A sheriff and coroner shall be elected in 
each parish by the qualified voters thereof, who shall 
hold his office for the term - of two years, unless sooner 
removed. 

Should a vacancy occur in Either of these offices 
subsequent to an election, It shall be filled by the gov» 
ernor ; and the person so appointed shall continue in of­
fice uatil his succcssorshall be elected and qualified. 

TITLE V. 
Impeachment. 

Art. 84. The power of impeachment shall be ves­
ted in the House of Representatives. 

Art. 85. Impeachment of the governor, lieuten­
ant governor, attorney general, secretary of state, 
state treasurer, and of the judges ol the, district courts, 
shall be tried by the senate. The chief justice of tho 
supreme court, or the senior judge thereof, sha//preside 

itig the tria/ of said impeachment. Impeachments 
of the judges of the supreme court, sha// be tried by 
the senate. When sitting as a court of impeachment, 
the senators shall he upon oath or affirmation, and 
no person shall be convicted without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the senators present. 

.4r/.86. Judgments in cases of impeachment shall ex­
tend only to removal from office and disqualification 
from holding any office of honor, trust or profit under 
this state, but the parties convicted shall, nevertheless, 
be subject to indictmcut, trial and punishment accor­
ding to law. 

Art. 87. All officers against whom articles of im­
peachment may be preferred, shall he suspended from 
the exercise of their functions during the pcndency of 
such impeachment. The appointing power may make 
a provisional appointment to replace any suspended 
officer until the decision on the impeachment. 

Art. 88. The Legislature shal^ provide by law for 
the trial, punishment and femoral from office, of all 
other officers of the stutc, by indictment or otherwise. 

T ITLE VI. 
General Provisions. 

Art. 89. Members of the General Assembly, and 
all officers, executive und judicia], before they enter 
upon the duties of their offices, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation : 
" I (A II.,) do solemnly swear (or affirm,) that Î will 

faithfully and impartially discharge arid perform all 
the duties iucumbcnton me as—'*•*— > according to the 
best, of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the 
constitution and laws of the United States, and of this 
state; and I do, further, solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that, since the adoption of the present constitution, I, 
being a citizen of this State, have not fought a duel 
with deadly weapons within this state, nor out of it, 
have I sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel 
with deadly weapons, nor have I acted as second in 
carrying a challenge,or aided, advised, or assisted any 
perso» thus offending, so help mc God." 

Art. 90. Treason against the state shall consist on­
ly in levying war against it, or in adhering to its ene­
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall 
be convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of two 
witnesses to the same overt act, or his own confession 
in open court. 

Art. 91. Every person shall bo disqualified from 
serving as Governor, Senator or Representative, and 
from holding any other office of ̂ trust or profit in this 
state, who shall have been convicted of having given, 
or offered, a bribe to procure his election or appointment. 

Art. 92. Laws shall be made to exclude from office 
and the right of suffrage, those who shall hereafter be 
convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other high 
crimes or misdemeanors. The privilege of free suf­
frage shall he supported by laws regulating eteclions, 
und prohibiting under adequate penalties all undue in­
fluence thereon, from power, bribery, tumult or other 
improper practice. , 

Art. 93. No money shall be drawn from the treasu­
ry but in pursuance of specific appropriations made by 
law, nor shall any appropriation of money be mado for 
a longer term than two years. A regular statement 
and account of the receipts and expenditures of all pub-
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Agricultural. 
ANNUAL MEEflNGW LOUISIANA 

AORICULTDJIAI, AJÏD MKCHAIC1« ASSOCIATION. 

This association hold its annual meeting this 
day. May 18th, 1815, Co!. Hickey presiding. 

F. D. Conrad, Esq., moved that tho Society 
take up the subject of appointing a day for the 
next fair. 

After considerable discussion, in which the 
disadvantages of holding the tiiir at the present 
season was fully shown, it Was deeided by a 
large majority, that tho next fair bo hold on the 
first Monday in January, 

The following resolutions Wera unanimously 
adopted : • ' • , 

Resolved, That a committee to consist of ele­
ven members lio appointed by the President to 
solicit subscriptions for the pBttwf«- of obtaining 
a sit« and erecting thereon a' liiSltlihg, for the 
use oftho association. 

That when the amount obtained from this 
source, and what can be spared from tho amount 
of the standing subscriptions, added to tho amount 
appropriated by the state, shall produce the to-
tal sum of four thousand dollars, then the said 
committee shall decide upon tho said site and tho 
plan of said building, and shall make estimates 
and publish for propositions to be made by the 
loxvost bidder for building, furnishing and deli*, 
ering said building—together with their terms 
and the delays, and the surety offered for tha 
performance of tho contract—the walls of said 
building to be of brick. The said building to 
be spacious enough to receive conveniently tho 
members of the association, when assembled at 
their annual fair, and to afford a suitable room 
for a select library of such works us relate to 
the various subjects tho most interesting to the 
association, together with such other small 
apartments as may be necessary. , , 

Resolved, That when said committee shall 
have performed the duty above specified, and 
obtained the information required above—they 
shall inform the Prerideot thereof—whoso duty 
it shall thereupon bo to call a. meeting of the 
members of the association, he giving a notice 
to that effect ® thirty days in one of tho news, 
paplra of Batoti llougé, at which meeting tho 
said committee shall make a report of what 
they have done in the prom'Aes atbrosaid, or if 
they be unable previously 11 Report to the asso­
ciation, at their neit annual meeting. 

The following committee was appointed, pur-
suant to the above resolution. 

Joseph Menard, I)r. Hereford, D. D. Avery, 
James McVay, Win. F. Tnunnid, of East Ba-
ton Rouge, James McCalbp, West Baton ltouge, 
Destouis Foucher, St. Charles, 1). J, Fluker, 
East Feliciana, 1). Chambers, Iberville, Dr. J. 
(J. Williams, T. Bv Thorp, Concordia. 

Hi;solved, That tile sum of live hundred dol-
lars|jlaiely appropriated by the State, shall not 
be applied in any other manner than towards 
contributing for the erection of a building for 
the association. 

ïlvsolvfid, That in future the.make, 
every sixJtnonths, a statement of die amounts 
received ®iy him on account of subscriptions, 
dütwitiiÜ!)'/, (,r otherwise, in which ho shall give 
the nai^ïs of the subscribers and donors, and 
oppositmheir respective names shall place the 
aiiiouufirecaived from them, and this statement 
ho shalHpublish in one of the papers of Baton 
Rouge, and request the publication of the same 
in the different papers throughout the Stato fa­
vorable to the associai ion, 

Refgbed, unanimously, That it Committee bo 
forthwith named by the President to wait on the 
ilon.P. A. lloot, and tend y to hilu the thanks 
of the Association for the able, interesting und 
instructive address lately delivered by him to 
that body. 

Resolved, further, That the said committee 
re quest tho favor of tho Judge to furnish a copy 
of thc'fcddress for publication. 

Messrs. D. D. Avery, F. 1). Conrad and D. 
J. Fluker, were named on sail} committee. 

Resolved, That the communication of Mr. 
Jacob On. on the subject of astronomy, bo re-
furred to the committee on fine arts, t« report at 
the next meeting of the Association. 

Tho meeting then took a recess, to give an 
opportunity to tho different committees to pre­
pare their reports. 

Tho Association being jcsembled, the subject 
of the election of officor«;'was taken up, when 
Col. 1'ii. I Ileitis y was 'inanimously ro-elocted 
/'resident, for the presen'Wear. Tho following 
officers were then duly elected: 

Vice Presidents.—F, 1). Conrad, East Hilton 
Ronge; Duncan F. Kenner, Ascension; J. N. 
Brown, Iberville, W.F. Palfrey, Attakapas; D. 
,). Fluker, East Feliciana; Gen. Edwards, Ht. 
Tammany; Gen. Edward Sparrow, Concordia; 
T. J. Wells, Rapides; isaiah Garret, Ouachita; 
Amos Webb, Opelousaa; I'll, Prndhomme, Nat­
chitoches; Judge 1*. A. Rost, Gorman Coast; 
C. Derbigny, Jefferson; G. W. Bradbury, New 
Orleans; Maunscl White, St. Bernard; G. W. 
Phillips, Lafourche Interior; Zenon Lodoux, 
Point Coupee. 

Treasurer.—James Cooper. M - t 
Con expending Secretary.- —8.^'Henderson. 

Jieeording Secretary.—John R. DutVocq. 
Executive. Committee.—D. D. Awry, chair­

man; Jas. MeCalop, 1''. D. Conrad, '0, Cham­
bers, Sosthânc Aigin, V. I.elilanc, A. Ü. Car­
ter, J. C. Williams, J. B. Itleinpofer, James 
Cooper, and Josiah Barker. 

Maj. James Cooper then presented a state 
meut of the financial aflitirs of the association. 

Resolved., That the Committee appointed to 
wait on Dr. Plough, and obtain from him a set-
tlefnent of the aflàirsiu Iiis hands, belonging to 
the Association, bo continued until they have 
accomplished the purpose for which they were 
nominated. 

Thu following report» of the various commit­
tees were then read to tho Association by the 
Secretary. 

The Committee oil Mechanical Inventions 
and Industry, appointed by the Louisiana Agri­
cultural and Mechanics' Association, beg leave 
to make the following report. 

The following specimens of industry and in­
vention were examined, viz: 

Tho model mentioned «»r drying begast»-1, 
an improvement, the utilir of wfcfeh thirJoaj-
mittee do not îfeel »ble to j'jilge, 

The committee thttilf the othef model, pre-
»ented as above w?ro too imperfect for them to 
torman opinion correctly of their utility, Tho 
Ice Preserver, the-co.nmiitee think a fin« and 
useful improvement and entitled to a Ä# pre. 
miuin. r ' 

One of the saddles presented by A. M. Reed' 
er, was a beàutrffêl piece of work, arid entitled (<» 

first premium. 
The two specimens of cabinet work hy J. 

Piper, were good sjàëbiittefss. iiiid entitled to first 
premium. 

Dr. Clugset présente.! seme very fine sr^bi-
toens of sets of teeth and single tooth, worthy 
of a premium, but noLJigg« in Louisiana, and 
tfeoretoro exclude*}, 

All of which is résf^cS^jifiiuhtnift«!. 
v ^ ^ - LK Chairman. 

, ,,Yo,ur Committee on Fine Arts, would respect -
fully beg leave h» make the following report: 

The specimens of Daguerreotype award the 
first premium io Hutching* & Whitemore, of 
N. Orleans; thè second premium is awarded to 
James McGuirti, 

Several specimens of crayon drawings exhi­
bited b* 1 ointel Duportitil—fmo Rr>ccim,!na. 

Architecture Drawings of Mondoili of his Athe. 
man institute, th« first premium« 

Two flower pieces exhibited by Mr». Mor­
gan, line topecimens. 

D. V. IlKfiOM, E. K. BBOWN, 
JOHN B. KUSIRPKTBK, F. M. HBBRFOBD. 
Tho Committee appointed by the Agricultu­

ral and Mechanics' Association to examine and 
report upon tho specimens of Silk and Cocoon» 
prosented at the Fair, held en the lath and 13th 
May, A. I). 1845, at Baton Rouge, beg leave 
respectfully te reparti 

That there wero two specimens of Silk Co. 
coons exhibited; the committee after carefully 
examining the specimens wero of opinion that 
they were equal, if not superior, to any they 
had ever seen, combining tho qualities of fine­
ness and size. They were of the opinion that 
the specimen presented by D. D. Avery, Esq., 
of Baton Songe, was the best, aud to hirn they 
award a first premium. They also awar3 to 
Leon Bonecazo, a sceond premium, for the 2d 
best specimen. 

Mrs. Ann Dawson, of New Orleans, present­
ed two specimens of floss and reeled silk, one Of 
sewing silk, aud a stocking knit from silk of'her 
raising, accompanied with an explanation of her 
manner of manufacturing from iho cocoons, and 
also of the manner of treatment of tho worms— 
the committee cannot speak in terms too high 
tor these various specimens of the handy-work 
of our/air contributor, and they sincerely hope 
that her example may lie followed, at our next 
Fair, by others. These specimens of Fornalo 
Industry and Ingenuity are the most interesting 
exhibitions at our uinitial lair. VV'e hope to sou 
their conti ibutious ineTenicd. À first premium 
is awarded to lier. A. AUAMS, Chairman. 

THO». DOVALI,. A. ». RiiEDKK. 
L A DIMS' H ANDIWORK. The committee of 

Ladies appointed by the Agricultural and Me-
cItanics' Association of Louisiana, at the fuir 
held May 12th and 13th, 1 b io, to examine and 
report upon Iho Handiwork of the ladies, as ux-
bibiiod, submit the following i 

They have examined with care Iho many 
articles presented, and consider most of them 
very superior—ofthe very large and splendid 
piece ot needle-worked embroidery, representing 
Sir Walker Scott in his studio—executed by 
Mrs. f jlara Sanger, of Raton Rouge, they can­
not sp ink in terms sufficiently high to do jus­
tice to its merits, or to convey a correct idea of 
its beauty of magnificence to those who wero 
denied the pleasure of seeing It—they consider 
it superior to any specimen presented, and 
award toit the 1«( Premium. 

The specimen presented by Mrs. M. Livings­
ton of New Orleans, of the like embroidery— 
refflesentinj Bonaparte crossing the Alps— 
and the one by Mrs. Schleaker of Clinton, rep. 
resenting the Grand Sultan of Turkey on horse­
back, are considered elegantly executed, and 
highly deserving of praise. 

Tho committee are unable to docide between 
the two specimens, and award a 2nd premium 
to each. 

To the ottoman cover of worsted ombroldery, 
worked by Miss Sarah Morgan of Baton Rouge, 
a It'' prevtiun is awarded. 

'o Miss Mary Ileid of Baton Rouge, a 3d 
premium is also awarded for tho ottoman cover 
presented by her. 

For the patchwork quilt, containing over TEN 
THOUSAND pieces—executed by Mrs. E. M. 
McCants of East B. Rouge, a Is!premium i« 
awarded—and for the turfed counterpuno made 
by Miss Isabella Foreman of East Baton Rouge, 
a young lady of 18—a 2nd premium is awarded, 
Aud the Committeo aro of opiulpn further that 
this Specimen of ljnudiwoik, displays much 
skill and industry. 

The two specimens of Painting in water col« 
ors, executed by Mrs. Morgan ol Baton Rouge, 
is considered very handsomely executed. 

The two specimens of papers cut with scls-
sors, by Mrs. E. M. MCCIJ||s, are beautiful aud 
display much ingenuity. 

The pieee of worsted embroidery—dog pur­
suing a butterfly—executed by Mrs. Livingston 
of New Orleans, The ottoman cover wor-
ked by Mrs. McCants. The piece of raised nee­
dle work of Mrs. Hall of Baton Rouge. Tho 
specimen of raised embroidery by Mrs. Clara 
Sanger—and net purse by Mrs. Sanger—And 
the box work by Miss. I. C. Bryant of Baton 
Rouge, are considered well executed, and deser­
ving of praise. 

The very handsomely executed ottoman, by 
Mrs. Mary Ann Pike of Baton Rouge, which 
received a premium at last annual Fair, is con­
sidered superior. Mit». MAKV A. WOOD, 

Mrs. ANN RKKDIIK, " WK. MAUKHAM, 
" TIMOTIIV FAY, " EVKLINB HILL. 

N. tl. A splendid silk skirt was presented by 
Mrs. Ii. F. Philips, a beautiful specimen offe. 
inalo handiwork, but not being executed in thi* 
Stato, no premium "wo* awarded. 

O OMMITTUK o.v H OUBKS. The undersigned 
1 Model of mar:lilno lor drying lnigiisHe, by ; Committer on Horse«, appointed hy the Louiai 

Samuel Newton. 
1 Cam) cutter, by Joachim C it val fcr. 
1 improved can»* cutter, by F. G. llende 
1 Stubble cutt»jr, by Joachim ('hovalier. 
1 Ice presei VIT, by Chu*. Gnidry. 
Specimen of Teeth, by Poet. C'lagget. 
1 Pair ottomans, ) , , , 
1 Screen, | by Jacob Piper. 
2 Saddle#, by A. M. Reeder. 
Bread, by Mr. Pope, Poit Baker. 

una Agricultural and Mechanics' Association, 
j lieg leave lo report as follows. That tho follow. 
: ing stock was presented. 
j M«UKM A NU Coil's. Adolphus Williams, 
j exhibited bay mare Cleopatra, lull sisler to 
(il.iueus, by old Bertrand, out of Betsy Baker, 

' with bay hlly foal, Emily Polk, by imported 
j Nicholas. Foaled on tho 4th of March, 1845— 
! U/ Premium. 
t John Rist, exhibited chesnut colt one year 


