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SYNQPSIS OF TEH
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Gentlemen of the Semate

and Howse of Representatives;

To express gratitude to God, in the nsme
of the people, for the preservation of th
United States, is my frst daty in sddress-
ing you,

He t e refers to the death of Mr. Lin-
coln and pays sa eloquent tribate to his
memory.,

In speakiog of the rebellion and the re
Iation of the States to the Government, be
aays it has power to enforce the laws, pan
iah treason and insare domestic tranquility
in the case of the usurpation of the Gov ro-
ment of & State or oligarchy, The Consti-
tutlon is onr sheet-snchor, and the wery
yreatness of oor country shonld allay all

ears of an usurpation of nower or encronch-
mwent hy the General Government, The
events of the lust four years, he hopes, lins
entnblished, forever, the fuct thut there s
uo appeal t force,

The maintenunce of the Union hrings
with it the snpport of the Btate Govern
menta in all of their righta; bnt no State
has the right to renonnee its own place in
the Uuion, or unllify the laws of the same
The Inrgest liberty will be maintaived in the
liscussion of the sete of the Federal Gov.
ernment, but there I8 no appesl from it
laws, snve to the Government itsolf, or the
people who graut to the legislatures and
Exvvutive but & limited power, retaining
ticweelven the powers of redress, The sov
ereignty of the Stutes is the langnage of
the con‘aderacy and vot the langoage of
the Oountitution,

The Constitution and lawe of the United
Stites and the laws that 561l be made in
pursuance thereof, and all trenties mnde or
which shall be made under that nuthority,
#lnll constitute the snpreme law of the lnud,
anl the Jodges in every State shall be
honnd therehy, all Btate Constitntions or
Inws 1o the contrary notwitatandlng. The
United States Government. is u limited one
and 90 Is that of the 8 ates.

e chen refers to thecondition of the conn
try when he took his seat us President, and
in rpenking of the great work of reconatrue-
tion, suys thut military governments entihe
lished for an indvBinite period in the States
Intely in rebllion would huve offered no se-
curity fur the early suppression of discon:
tent, nud would have only divided the peo-
ple into the vanquishers and the vanquish-
ed, and would have envenomed hatred rath
¢r than restored sffection, and whold have
entailed an Inealenlable and exhansting ex-
pense npon the conntry.  Peaceful emigras
tion to and from that coontry is ous of the
hest meana of restoring harmony, and emi-
grution wonld bave been preveuted; for
wliat emigrant from abroad or good citizen
at home wonld place bimsell willingly under
militury rulel? e chief followers of the
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pay, exclusive of their expense

| the United States. At the same time, the :-lunnnl
45, bat owing to the large increa

Il'IfInited States courts, sa far us possible, | $8 023 4
hiave been reported, in order that the laws
might be enforced throngh their sgency,

His policy of reconstruction, he knew,
was attended with risk; its snccess required
the nequiescence of the States it concerns,
and resumption of their allegisnce and fune
tions as States of the comwmon Union.
This risk must be laken jo the chances of
Aifficulties; it is the smallest, sud to dimin-
ish and, if possible, remove all danger, the
power to pardon bad been asserted. A
no Btate can defend treason, this power la
vested exclusively in the Exective, and had
been cautiously used. The next grest step
was an invitation to them to paiticipate in
the amepdments of the Constitution, ren:
dered necessary by the sbolition of slavery,
In ovder 1o gratify the wish of every patri
ot and prunt a general smnesty, thbere
sliould be perfect barmony between the late
b-lligerents, and the maintenance of the
Unlon tusured by the satisfaction of the
propos-d amendment., So long as its
ndoption is delayed, so long will doubt,
jealousy and oncertainty prevail.  This
measure will effice the sad memory of the
past, and call papulation, capital and seca
rity to thos+ States, and ia not tno mach to
ask of \bem this pledge of loyslty; and un-
til it is done, no matter bow much 1t may
be desired, the past can never be forgotten:
sud once adopied, we are agsin resunited
beyond all powers of disroption.  And fel-
low-citigeng of the Seoate uod House of
Representutives, | lenve yoo to judge, each
of yon for yonrselves, of the election returas
aud qualificutions of your own members.
He urges the early restoration of the
Olrenit Courts of the United States, in or
der that the laws may be enforced, as it ia
wanifest tint tresson the most Augrant has
heen committed,  The parties thus charged
should huve asfair uod impartial trial in or
der that the eountry and the lawa mar be
fully vindicated, the truth clesrly establish
ed that treasoq i4 n erime that ghould be
punished, the offence made fofemous, and
the question settled forever.
The cose of the Freedman had engaged
his most serious consideration. To lssne »
proclamation granting universsl suffrage
would have been an assumption of power
which nothing in the Coustitation or laws
would have warranted. Thut power be
longed 1o the States slone. Every danger
of conflict is thus avolded by allowing vach
Btate to settle the question for itself. In
his judgement, the freedmau by patience
snd the exhibition of menly virtues will
tooner ulibain this right throogh the States
thau throogh the General Government, even
it it bad the power tointerrene. But good
faith requires the security of the freedmen
in their liberty, their property, their right
to labor and elaim thelr jost reward. He
could not too strongly urge the dispassion-
ate treatment of “his sohject. He opposes

be requircd for the next fiscal year.

The report of the Postmaster Gener
presents an enconraging account of the oy
erations of that Department. The rev

alone greatly exceed the receipts from o
the States previous to the war, in the g
of $6,038 081
crease of the reveone daring the last for
years, compared with the reveuues of th
four years preceding the rebellion, was §3
583,845

postal service in the Sonthern Stales, an
he orgesthe granting of sabsidies to ocen

and fuvors the continuance of the prose
system of limiting their compensution to th
postage earnings,
The report of the Secretary of the Nav

year there were in commission 580 veesel
of all elasses, nvmed with 83000 gons, au
manned by 51,000 men,

and 12,128 men
ment of the navy yarda aod the estabiish
ment of oue in fresh water for the ironclad
snd also for o changs of location and en
Isrgement of the Nuval Acadeny,
The report of the Secretary of War give
8 general snmmiary of the campaigos «
1864 and 1865, and the operatious uof th
yeneral administention of the Buresun dur
ing the last year. The
force on the st of May, 1865, nuwberec
1,000,518,
It is proposed to reduce the military es

50,000 troops of all arms, orrzau z+d s0 a
to admit of an enlargement by filling the
runks (o 82,800, if circnmstances shoold re
gnire it 800,000 volanteers have bee
mustered oot aond the work of further re
duction was being poshed forward
waur estimete had been reduced from 8516,
240,181, 1o $88.814,461.

The report of the Secretary of the Trens

cal yuar,

life of a0 organized government ; and re
ferring to the fiosncial condition of the
country, says we must aim at nothing less
than a complete effacement of the Buuncial
evila that necessnrily follow w state of civil
war, The earliest remedy must be applied
to the disarranged state of the enrrency,
and we should vot shrink from devising »
policy which, without being oppregeive to
the people, would immedintely begin to af
fect a reduction of the debt and dischirge
it fully, within & defined snd fixed nomber
of years, 1tis oor frst duty to esrnestly

army would have been dependent on the
Geueral Government, or men who expected
rofit from the miseries of their erring fel-
o v-citigens. Thbe powers of patronage
aod rale which woold have been exercised
nnder the President over a vast and popa-
lous, and oatorslly wealthy region, are

The pablic interest would best be promoted

prepare for our recovery from the ever in
cressing evils of an irredeemnble corrency,
nud ealls opon every citizen Lo wssist, hy
the mesna pointed oat, in restorivg the re-
torn of & gold standard. By u gradual re-
doction of the carrency we can save the
business of the country from disnstrous ca-

the forced removal and colovization of the
Freedmen .Lst ua rather encourage them to
howorable and useful indusiry, where it may
he beneficial to themselves aud the conntry

if the several States would provide adequats
protection aod remedies for the freedmen,

of applications, 8 much larger amount will | are our South American relatiouns,

Progress has been made in restoring the

mail steamship lines opon estublished rontes

shows that at the beginning of the present

ber in commission Ix 117, with %30 guns,
Itadvocutes the eulurge-

whole national

tahlishment to & peace footing, compriaing

The

ury shows in detsil the operationg of thit
Bureao and the estimates for the next fis-

The President arges the adoption of
good revenue system, which says he, is the

~ ot if sny State refuses or neglects to per-
p:

}' athority,

mhnubﬂl-ﬁbﬂhﬂo
_Couventions ealled, Governors

and, until this is done, there can be no
chance for the advantageous use of their
labor, and the blame of {ll-success will not
rest oo them.

He predicts for the Gulf States a glori-
ous future when they shall have become
densely popalated, as they will doubtless be
by emigration from the North and the most
densely populated countries of Eorope.

He was otterly opposed 10 & tax npon
the traoait of travel or commerce between
States, and the power of Coogress should
not po used to preveot the free circulation
of men and merchandise, s tax opon which
coostitules one of the worst forms of monop
olies, which is increased, if coupled with &
denial of choice of routes. b‘l‘lm should be
stornl arded against by appropriste
logl-h,uc‘: within the limits of the Consti-
tation,

The teport of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior sbowns the condition of she Public
Leods, the transactions of the Pstent Of-
fice, the Pension Burean, the management
of oar Indinn affairs, sod the progress o
the construction of the Pacific Railroad,
and also the successfal operstions of the
Homestoad Act, under which 1,160,538
acres of the Pablic Laods were entered du-
ring the fiscal year, daring which more than
one foarth of the whole was sold or other-
wise disposed of, the of these males
being sofficient to cover the expeases inci-
deut to the surveys sod disposals of the

rreator than, unless under extreme necesi-
y. I shounld be willing to eotrest to one
psn, and, sa for himsell, he oev r could
onsent to exercise them unless on occasions
of great emergency. [f continued through
s period of years they would have endan-
rered the purity of the general administra-
ion and the liberties of the States which
wmained loyal under the policy of military
ule over a conquered territory; would
ave implied that those States whose inhsh
tants had tskea part in the rebellion, hed
y the acts of those inkabitants, ceased to
cist.  The trae theory is that all pretend-
{ acts of secession from the Grst, were nall
nd void, States cannot commit tresson,
or esn the individoal who may have com-
itted trenson, make valid treaties, or en
age in lawfal nﬂwm with :o..
rs. The States o to ave
laced themselves r‘:d,' be:lnh- ;Infl their
itality was impsi t not extinguisbed;
heir fanctions extended, but not destroyed.

ym ita offices, there is more that the
~ Jenersl Gm“d’ should maintsin all its
a5 2000 a8 possible, resome
LT S
¢riociple I bave -
‘.im;,ndbytl-ﬂ
wﬁthmm
General Government,
Biates. To that end,

£

bled, and

$111,683, 518, which sum might be spplied

854,750, He bad faith that it all would
be redeemed within a reasoiable time ; and
as oor feats of arms had amazed the world,
80 should we show our superiority by the

prom
al o

present director had accomplished much to
wards developing and atalizing the vast ag
f | ricaliaral capabilities of the country,

sad would be h s coustant sim to promote
peace sod amity with all nations and pow
era; and be had every reason to believe
that they, without sa exception, were ani
mated by
tions with the Emperor of China, s0 recent
in their origin, were the most frieodly, sod
oar commerce with wutd‘c:nini;: : uz

new developmenta aobroken har-
i::q between our Goveromeat and the

lamities, or by gradually fundivg in secari
ties to be made redeemable at the pleasore
of the Goovernment ; and referring to the
oational debt, he says we should not lock
npon it as a national blessing, but & heavy
barden on the industry of the country. —
The expenditures of the present yesr, ¢nd-
ing 80th of June, 1865, as estimated by the
Becretary of the Treasury will exceed the
ree-ipnr‘lll.wth But it is also esti
mated thut the Revenae for the same year
will exeeed the expenditores iu the som of

to the redaction of the Public Debt, whien
on the 81st of October, 1865, was $2,740,-

t and faithful discharge of our nation
igations.

The Department of Agricoltare ander its

As regards oar foreign relations, it had

the same disposition. Oer rela-

8, | port from the telegraphic enterprise, whieh
se | I to connect the two Governments, ng also
Our

domestic contests, now happily enided, bas
al [left some traces, with one at lesst, of the
- | greot muaratime powers. The formal ae-
e« cordance of beliigerent rights to the insur-

ones of packages from the loyal States |gent States was unprecedented aod bns nos

Il
m

been justified by the issue, hut in the sys.
tema of neat=nlity puorened by the powers

|

The aoveal average in- | which made that concession, there wus a

ir | marked difference~-materinls of war weis
1e | furnished for the insurgents from the work-
sliops of Great Britain, and British ships,
wanued by British subjects, and prepared
for receiving British armaments, suiled
from British ports to make war npon onr
cowmerce ander shelter of commissions from
the insurgents, the result of which was most
disnstrous to the insorgent Stites by in-
creasing their misery sod deeolation, by
prolonging the war, sod did much to drive
our flag from the sens, and transfer much
of our shipping nad commerce to those pow.
ers whose sobjects had erented this necessi-
ty. His sincere desire for peace had led
him to approve propositions already made
to snbmit 1he questions to urhitration, —
They would have commanded the attention
of ull the greut powers, and ure so inter-
woven with the peace and interest of every
one of them, as to have enubled so impur-
tail decision,  Great Britalu declined the
arbitrament, sud invited us to n jowt com

mission to wettle mutusl elaims, from which
those for these depredations were excluded,
which was declined, The United Stules
{lid not present the question os an imjpeach

ment of the faith ol & power which profess-

ed the most friendly disposition, but wus in.
volving great qoestious of law essentlu] to
the peace of notious. A peenninry compen-

sution wus not the primuary object. It was
to the interest of pance nud jostice Lo es~
tublich the principles of internntionn law,

The Euglish Mivister rests his groonds for
justitication on the grounds that the mnnic.

pal Inw of n aution, and the domestic inter-

pretations of that law are the mensnres of
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the duty aswneatral ; but be felt hound to
declure before the world that that justifica-
tion ¢onld not be sustaived before the tris

hunal of nations, but wonld not udvise any
attempty at redress by legislution, as the
future friendsbip of the two vonutries must
rest on the basis of mutosl jostice.

The correspondence botween the United
States aud France, which lave becoue sub-
jects of discassion between the t 3o Govern-
ments, will be lsid before you at the proper
time,

At the organization of our Government,
Washivgtor, In his address to Congresa
stid that “the preservation of the swered
fire of liberty wud the destiny of & repulli-

can model of Govervment are consiilerid
as foully staked on the experiment en*rost-
ed to the Americun people;” sud the House
of Represeatatives answered him throngh

Madisou: “We adore the Tnvisible Hard
wint bas led the A merican people through

~0 many d “i(’ll:li"ﬁ to l"ll'riﬂ-.il N conscious
responsibility for the destiny of Republican
liberty "  More than seventy yewrs have

passed since then, aud the nation bas passed
through severer triuls thun were foresoen,
and now, st this new epach in onr existence
purified by sorrow and strengthesed by
conflict nud established by the virtoe of
the people, the greatness of the oceasion
invites 08 once wore to solemnly repeat
these words, nud Lold ogrselves answerable
for the soccess of oor Government; wnd
considering nll the saccess that has attens
ded us, who says be will not join with me
in the prayer that the Llovisible Haod which
has led ve through the cload that lowered
o'er our p.th, will o gnide us onward to s
peaceful rerolation of affection, that we of
this day may be sble to transwit our great
inheritance of State Governmeots in their
*ights of the Geuveral Goveromeal in its
whole Cons*itutionsl vigor to our postarity.
and they to theirs through countless gene-
rations.
(Sigued) ANDREW JOHNSON
Wasuminaron, Dec, 4, 1865,
———— e
Guacervi Covnrssr.—We read in the
Richmond Bulletin :
Gen, Gi'more, U. 8. Army, lately inter-
ested himsell in securing the “‘pardon” of
Gen. Eiliott, who defended Feri Sumpler
against General Gilmore’s siege, Gen. G,
asked the President to grant the spplica.
tion as s personal favor o himeeli.”" Gen.
Elliott was ocoupying a fisherman’s kot at
Port Royal, and was supporting his [amily
by fishing. The pardon will secure imme.
diste restoration of his laads close to
where bin fsherman’s bat now stands.

Reproseatatives chows

Eaperor of Busis ia secoriog » new sup~

B Mince ples -u;'!f onions are & New
Teork dainty.




