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TALE OF A CRIME. 

3 

One of the Men Implicated in 
the Custom Frauds Con­

fesses. 

Details of the Smuggling 
Scheme Secured by a Prom­

ise of Immunity. 

S A N FRANCISCO. A p r i l 12.—Some ins ide 

facts in connec t ion w i t h cus tom house 

i r a u d s were ob ta ined to -day . Outs ide of 

p e r h a p s ex -Appra i s e r Seavey t h e r e wi l l be 

n o p rosecu t ion of lederal officials. Several 

m e r c h a n t s a re imp l i ca t ed and i n d i c t m e n t s 

wi l l p r o b a b l y be found aga ins t t h e m . 

I t was l ea rned t h a t e x - D e p u t y Collector 

1>. M. Cashin was in Sac ramen to a week ago 

last Sa turday , h a v i n g come from Vic tor ia , 

15. C , in response to a t e l egram from t h e 

gove rnmen t , p r o m i s i n g h i m i m m u n i t y if 

h e s h o u l d reveal t h e deta i l s of t h e s m u g ­

g l ing scheme . Acco rd ing to t h e s tory t o ld 

by Cashin, the people imp l i ca t ed in t h e 

smugg l ing i rauds arc Gen. E . S. Sa lmon , 

Char les E d w a r d I l t i s e , C h a r l e s - M . Seavey 

a n d the l i n n s of Ntuberge r , Iteis & Co. a n d 

Ste inbergh & Ka l i shnc r . 

"Other firms are in the s»im." Cashin said, 
"bu t I hud nothing to do with them. Seavey en­
gineered them alone. Heise was broker tor 
Neuberger. lieis & Co., a u l others, and it was 
he who designated eases tha t were to be sent up 
for appraisement in which there was to have 
been fair divy all around, but I was treated very 
shabbily occasionally. I would get a check 
from Seavey through the mail for a few dollars, 
but never a sum to amount to anything. While 
others were making thousands I was getting 
tens. I was in it, however, and I could not see 
any way out. We were all members of the 
Grand Army and I did not like to give them 
away. All the time I was miserable. I knew 
tha t I was a thief in a certain sense, and I was 
positive tha t I was being fooled. They were 
making the money while I was doing the work 
and was in reality the scapegoat. When Heise 
would present me with an invoice, the numbers 
opposite the cases t h a t were to be sent up for 
appraisement would have a faint mark opposite 
them. Those cases I would desiguate and they 
would come to the store while the others would 
go to the merchant's place of business." 

T H O S E A L L E G E D U O O D L E I l S . 

A s h l a n d ' s G r a n d J u r y G e t t i i i s S o m e 
V a l u u b l e P o i n t e r s . 

ASHLAND. Wis., Special, Apr i l 12.— After 
a two days ' rest t h e g rand j u r y r e sumed its 
work to-dav wi th a wili, and q u i t e a n u m ­
ber of witnesses were examined , t h e mos t 
i m p o r t a n t o: w h o m was Ber t W i l i i a m s , 
c i t . ed i tor of t h e Dai ly News, w h o in his 
d a i l y vocat ion, has been t h e m a i n person 
to m a k e t h e charges aga ins t t h e officials, 
whose act ions tire now be ing e x a m i n e d . 
Mr. Wi l l i ams was on t h e s tand for over 
t h r e e hours , a n d gave s o m e en t i r e ly new 
facts in the cases, which wen t to s u b s t a n t i a t e 
t h e charges m a d e p u b l i c a g a i n s t t h e officers. 
F . J . Wi l l i a rd , superv isor from th i s city, 
w a also e x a m i n e d , and it is supposed Mr. 
"Williard can give s o m e d a m a ^ i n g t e s t i m o n y 
aga ins t the par t ies cha rged wi th bood l ing . 

T h e t a k i n g or t e s t imony in t h e case of 
K icha rd Sleight, d is t r ic t a t to rney , w h o has 
been c ted to appea r before Gov. Peck on 
A p r i l 19 a n d show cause why lie s h o u l d 
n o t be removed , . began to -day before J . 
Cover, c ircui t c o u r t ' eporter , w h o was m a d e 
special cour t commis>ioner by Gov. Peck . 
Sle ight is charged witli i l lega l ly d r a w i n g 
pay :or clerk hire , office ren t etc., and ap­
p r o v i n g l r a u d u l e n t c la ims aga ins t t h e 
coun ty a n d a p p e a r i n g as a t t o r n e y ior 
c l a i m a n t s a ain>t the county , aga ins t t h e 
laws p rtainiiiii to h i s office. D o c u m e n t a r y 
evidence was i n t roduced by t h e s t a t in sup-
por t of the charges. 

" C O N G R E S S r , £ * * ; ^ ; ( r " T 

Proceedings of t he House and Sen­
a te . 

l i U s i l . E U s feCAXXJililXG. 

W y o m i n g Ca t t l e T h i e v e s M a k i n g T r a c k s 
l o r O t h e r S ta tes . 

DOUG f. AS. Wyo., A p r i l 12.—Kid Don­
ne l ly of P o w d e r l l ive r Crossing, b r o u g h t 
word to -n igh t to A n t e l o p e Springs, t h i r t y 
mi les n o r t h of Douglas , t h a t t h e s t o c k m e n 
were camped on N o r t h P o w d e r r iver s ix ty 
mile3 no r th of Casper. Two rust lers , Na te 
C h a m p i o n and a m a n n a m e d Ray, were 
k i l l ed yes te rday on P o w d e r r iver . D o n ­
ne l ly repor ts t h e rus t lers flying i n 
every d i rec t ion a n d a t t e m p t i n g to es­
cape from t h e coun t ry . T h r e e of t h e m 
passed t h r o u g h A n t e l o p e Spr ings to-day. 
When D o n n e l i y lei t P o w d e r River crossing 
the re had been n o casual t ies in t h e s tock­
men ' s par ty . T h e t e legraph l ine I rom 
Douglas to Buffalo is work ing , hut an in­
t e rmed ia t e t e l e - r a p h office near Ross in t h e 
h a n d s oi one of the factions, a n d n o mes­
sages have been a l lowed to c o m e t h r o u g h 
th i s af ternoon. Casper, Glenrock a n d Doug­
las have a la rge n u m b e r of smal l r a n c h m e n 
on t h e streets a n x i o u s l y wai t ing ior news 
from the scene of t roub le . 

A L O V E K V Q U A K l i E L . 

It Causes si H u d s o n Y o u t h t o T a k e H i s 
O w n Life . 

HUDSON, "Wis.. Special A p r i l 12.—G. IV. 
Addison, fami l iar ly k n o w n as " S t u b , " com-
mi t ted suic ide last n i g h t by t a k i n g lauda­
n u m . Yes te rday Add i son had a qua r r e l 
wi th Mis? Carrie Seidell , to w h o m h e was 
engaged, when he h a n d e d over h i s wa tch 
a n d a few l i t t le t r i nke t s to Her, r e m a r k i n g 
t h a t she would never see h i m aga in . H e 
t hen went to a d r u g s tore and. p rocu red an 
o u n c e of l a u d a n u m , wh ich h e swa l lowed 
w h i l e d r iv ing t h r o u g h t h e street. H e was 
t aken h o m e a n d doc tors s u m m o n e d , b u t 
t hey could do n o t h i n g lor h i m a n d he d ied 
s h o r t l y af terward . A d d i s o n was interes ted 
i n t h e Add i son h a c k l ine, d r i v i n g o n e of t h e 
h a c k - a n d was well k n o w n . H e w o u l d 
h a v e been t w e n t y - o n e yea r s o ld n e x t 
W e nesday . Miss Seidell re .used to ma>ry 
h i m on a c c o u n t of h i s i n t e m p e r a t e hab i t s . 
T h e g i r l is p ros t ra ted . T h e funeral wi l l 
•occur t o - m o r r o w from t h e res idence of t h e 
paren ts , Mr. a n d Mrs. W i l l i a m A d t ison. 

• «. . 
A G a i n for t h e D e m o c r a t * . 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. , A p r i l 12,—The second 
elect ion in Char les town to -day resu l ted : 
Sena to r J o s e p h C. C h u r c h , R e p u b l i c a n rep­
resentat ive; H e r b e r t A . Gates, Democra t , 
' i h e represen ta t ive is a g a i n lor t h e D e m o ­
cra ts . 

C h a r g e d U p t o P e r r y . 
POMONA, Cal., A p r i l 12.—The m y s t e r y of 

t h e robbery of George E . Ho lden* of New 
York 'o f $8,000 in a P u l l m a n car last No­
v e m b e r lias jus t been c leared u p . H o l d e n 
lias identified t h e securi t ies , w h i c h p rove 
t h a t t h e m o n e y a n d bonds were s to len by 
Oliver Curt is Perry , w h o m a d e t h e sensa­
t i ona l a t t e m p t t,o rob t h e New Y o r k Cen­
t ra l t ra in last F e b r u a r y . Curt is was on thn 
t r a in w i th H o l d e n . but represented himself 
as a New Mexican ca t t le r a n c h e r . A l t e r 
s tea l ing H o l d e n ' s va luab les he leit t h e 
t r a m in t h e n i g h t . PinkeJ-ton detective* 
h a v e l o j n d t h e b o n d s a n d j ewe l ry , bu t 
P e r r y spen t a l l t h e m o n e y . 

MONDAY, APRIL 4. 

S E N A T E . 

W h e n t h e v ice-pres ident la id Mr. Mor­
gan ' s si lver r e so lu t ions before t h e sena te 
t h i s m o r n i n g , a d iscuss ion as to ru les be­
tween Mr. S h e r m a n a n d Mr. M o r g a n oc­
curred, Mr . S h e r m a n e n d e a v o r i n g to re­
press t h e si lver ma t t e r . F i n a l l y , h o w e v e r 
t h e reso lu t ions were . t aken u p . Mr. Mor­
gan s p o k e in t h e i r s u p p o r t . H e cri t icised 
t h e si lver act of 1890. a n d Mr. S h e r m a n re­
m a r k e d t h a t t h e r e was n o t t h e s l igh tes t 
d o u b t as to w h a t was m e a n t by t h e act of 
1890. 

Mr. S tewar t m a d e a speech on t h e genera l 
subject of silver. A t t h e close of h i s re­
m a r k s t h e m a t t e r wen t over, Mr. M o r g a n ' s 
reso lu t ions be ing p laced on t h e ca l enda r 
u n d e r t h e rules . 

H O U S E . 

T h e "Ch inese exc lus ion b i l l " was passed 
by t h e h o u s e of represen ta t ives t o d a y after 
on ly 30 m i n u t e s deba t e by a vo te of 179 
ayes to 43 n a y s . 

Mr. Spr inger appea red in t h e h o u s e t o ­
d a y a n d received q u i t e a n o r a t i o n . H e re ­
ques ted Mr. B r y a n of Nebra ska to r ead a 
speech h e h a d p repa red on t h e fine woo l 
ques t ion bu t on accoun t of h i s h e a l t h was 
u n a b l e to del iver . Mr. B r y a n reads t h e 
speech after w h i c h t h e c o m m i t t e e t o o k u p 
t h e bi l l by p a r a g r a p h s . 

T U E S D A Y , A P R I L 5 t h . 

S E N A T E . 

T h e I n d i a n a p p r o p r i a t i o n bill was t a k e n 
u p in t h e sena te today , t h e ques t ion be ing 
on Mr. Dawes 's m o t i o n to s t r ike o u t t h e 
prov is ion for t h e a s s i g n m e n t of a r m y offi­
cers to t h e dut ies of I n d i a n agents , wi th t h e 
a m e n d m e n t a t t a ched to i t fas offered b y 
Mr. H a w l e y ) . t h a t w h e n e v e r t h e p res iden t 
sha l l he of o p i n i o n t h a t t h e good of t h e 
service special ly requ i res it , h e m a y ap ­
p o i n t a c v i l i a n . 

Sena tor McMil l ian , c h a i r m a n of t h e 
c o m m i t t e e on t h e p i s t r i c t of Co lumbia , t o ­
d a y i n t r o d u c e d a bi l l p r o v i d i n g for t h e reg­
u la t ion of sa loons in t h e d is t r ic t a n d i n 
W a s h i n g t o n . 

Sena to r She rman , f rom t h e c o m m i t t e e 
on finance, r epor t ed adverse ly a n u m b e r 
of A l l i ance f inancial schemes . 

H O U S E 

A bi l l was r epor t ed in t h e h o u s e t o d a y 
a u t h o r i z i n g t h e Sta te oi Wiscons in to p lace 
in s t a tua ry hal l a s t a tue o t ' Pe r e Marque t t e . 

A bill was r epo r t ed by Represen ta t ive 
McYi l l i n , from t h e postoffice a n d pos t 
roads commi t t e e , w h i c h reclassifies ra i l ­
way postal clerks and adds two m o r e classes 
at salaries n o t exceeding respectively Sl,(300 
a n d $1,>S00 a year , besides increas ing t h e 
m a x i m u m salaries of all t h e o t h e r classes, 
except t h e first, by a b o u t $100 a year . 

T h e wool bill w.ts t aken u p aga in t o d a y b n t 
t h e house a d j o u r n e d w i t h o u t accomplish* 
ing a n y t h i n g . 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6. 

S E N A T E . 

M o r g a n ' s r e so lu t ions on free c o ' n a g e 
were u p in t h e sena te today . Sena tor W o l -
cott m a d e a l o n g address on t h e subject of 
free co inage in which h e b i t t e r ly a t t acked 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ior i ts ac t ion in t h e 
ma t t e r . 

Mr. P e t t i g t e w also offered an a m e n d m e n t 
a u t h o r i z i n g t h e secre tary of t h e i n t e r i o r to 
expend n o t over $50,000 in t h e cons t ruc t ion 
of two I n d i a n i n d u s t r i a l schools (to cost 
n o t over $25, uO") each) , one n e a r C h a m b e r ­
la in , S. D., a n d t h e o t h e r n e a r R a p i d City, 
S. D. A g r e e d to . 

H O U S E . 

After cons iderab le discussion in com­
mi t t ee of t h e who le t h e l ine wool bi l l was 
repor ted to t h e house . 

T h e j o i n t reso lu t ion agreed u p o n by t h e 
h o u s e c o m m i t t e e on foreign affairs ca l l ing 
on t h e p res iden t for i n fo rma t ion as to 
w h e t h e r by ope ra t ion of t h e Russ ian laws 
c o n c e r n i n g Jews a n y A m e r i c a n citizen o 
J e w i s h faith is subjected to res t r ic t ions 
wh ich v io la te t h e t rea ty between t h e 
Uni ted States a n d Russia, WHS r epo r t ed to 
t h e house by Represen ta t ive C h i p m u n . 

I H U R S D A Y , ' A P R I L 7 . 

S E N A T E . 

T h e w o o d bill was la id before t h e sena te 
by the vice :pvesident a n d re erred to t h e 
finance c o m m i t t e e . 

T h e sena te i -assert a bi l l to ex tend (c 
Marque t te , Mich. , the pr ivi lege ol i m m e d i ­
a t e t r anspo r t a t i on of u n a p p r a i s e d m e r c h a n ­
dise. 

T h e senate devo ted t h e en t i re d a y fo t h e 
Distr ict of C o l u m b i a a p p r o p r i a t i o n bil l . I t 
was o n l y par t ly comple t ed at a d j o u r n m e n t , 
a n d a h o t deba te was in progress over t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n of $100,000 to do rav t h e ex­
penses of t h e vis i t ing G. A. R. to W a s h i n g ­
ton . 

HOUSE. 

T h e house to -day passed the bill p lac ing 
wool on t h e lree list. T h e vote stood 191 to 
GO. 

After the passage of t h e free wool bi l l t h e 
h o u s e went in to c o m m i t t e e of t h e w h o l e on 
the T u r n e r cot ton bagg ing bil l . After a 
sho r t deba te t h e c o m m i t t e e rose a n d the 
h o u s e ad jou rned . 

F i n n A Y , , A P R I L 8 . 

S E N A T E . 

T h e sena te t o d a y passed t h e bi l l a p p r o ­
p r i a t i ng $100,000 for e n t e r t a i n i n g t h e ' n a ­
t iona l e n c a m p m e n t of t h e G. A. R. 

T h e sena te t oday m a d e p u b l i c t h e corre­
s p o n d e n c e t r ansmi t t ed by t h e president, 
t o u c h i n g the dec l ina t i on of t h e Chinese 
g o v e r n m e n t to receive H<jn. I I . ^y. B la i r 
as Uni ted Slates min i s te r . 

Several pos tmas te r s were comfi rmed to­
day . 

H O U S E . 

I n c o m m i t t e e of t h e w h o l e t o d a y t h e 
h o t i ' e r e s u m e d cons ide ra t ion of t h e cot ton 
bagg ing bi l l . After cons iderab le deba te t h e 
c o m m i t t e e won" a n d r epor t ed t h e bill to t h e 
house . 

In te res t in t h e tariff discussion is s tead i ly 
on t h e dec l ine a n d t h e a t t e n d a n c e in t h e 
h o u s e was smal l . 

Represen ta t ive Dickerson , of K e n t u c k y , 
r epor ted to t h e house from t h e b a n k i n g and 
cur rency c o m m i t t e e a bil l to r e q u i r e t h e 
r e d e m p t i o n of b a n k notes w h i c h m a y 
h a v e been lost by o r s to len from a n y na ­
t iona l b a n k a n d p u t in c i r cu la t ion before 
be ing s igned by t h e officers of t h e b a n k o r 
w h e r e t hey were issued u p o n t h e forged 
s igna tures of such officers. 

S A T U R D A Y , A P R I L 9 . 

S E N A T E . , 

No business of i m p o r t a n c e was t r ansac ted 
in t h e sena te t o -day . 

H O U S E . 

T h e h o u s e to -day finished t h e cons ide ra ­
t ion of t h e cot ton tie bill , Dr . Dalzell of 
P e n n s y l v a n i a t a k i n g t h e floor in o p p o s i t i o n 
to t h e measure . Mr. T u r n e r fol lowed Mr, 
Dalzell , a n d a t t h e close of h is r e m a r k s t h e 
bi l l was passed b y a vo te of 167 '.o 46. 

I n (he l i g h t h o u s e b i l l r epo r t ed by t h e 
c o m m i t t e e on commerce , Bayfield gets a 
p ier l ight a n d bel l . Supe r io r b a y a l ight ­
h o u s e a n d G r a n d P o r t a g e a l igh t a n d fog 
whis t le . 

T h e house to -day passed a j o i n t reso lu­
t ion a u t h o r i z i n g t h e Sta te of Wiscons in to 
place in t h e s t a t u a r y ha l l of t h e capi ta l a 
s t a tue of Pe re Marque t t e . 

T h e h o u s e c o m m i t t e e on I n d i a n affairs 
has n o n - c o n c u r r e d in t h e sena te a m e n d ­
m e n t s to t h e I n d i a n a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l . 

He Had It, 
Burnley—Say, old fellow, have you 

a five tha t yon could lend me?" 
Notmuch— Oh, yes. 
"Oh, thank you, old fellow, thank 

you very much!" 
"Yes, I have it, and I'm going to 

keep it."—The Jester. 

Sp^BIGHTFUL FLOODS. 
A d d i t i o n a l Loss o t L i fe b y t h e Over f low 

D o w n In D i x i e . • 
COLUMBUS, Miss., A p r i l 1.—The wate r 

indica tes t h a t t h e loss b y t h e flood is 
grea ter t h a n a t first repor ted , a n d nows 
ju s t ob ta ined from p o i n t s below 
w h e r e t h e c o u n t r y is flat a n d devoid 
of h i l l s , t h u s g iv ing n o refuge to t h e pan ic -
s t r icken negroes . I t m a y therefore be ex­
pected t h a t t h e la ter i n fo rma t ion m a y s h o w 
t h a t a t least 100 negroes h a v e been d r o w n e d 
in th i s c o u n t y a lone . T h e water has receded 
a b o u t 7 feet, a n d c o n t i n u e d to fall s l owly 
to -n igh t . M a n y floating houses h a v e 
passed d o w n t h e r iver . E v e r y ava i lab le 
craft here has been used d a y a n d n i g h t re­
l ieving t h e sufferers, c a r r y i n g o u t iood a n d 
b r i n g i n g in t h e d e s t i t u t e people . 
On one s m a l l m o u n d t h e r e 
were forty p e o p l e a n d as m a n y m o r e cat t le 
a n d mu le s . On a n o t h e r t h r e were seventy-
live peop le a n d ca t t le by t h e h u n d r e d s . 
T h e negroes on a l l t h e low* l a n d s h a v e lost 
eve ry th ing on e a r t h t h e y had , a n d the re 
aro h u n d r e d s of t h e m being fed 
b y t h e ci ty. T h e w h i t e p e o p l e have 
been u n a b l e to get a negro to d o uiiy k i n d 
of w o r k t o w a r d rescu ing o t h e r negroes 
w i t h o u t p a y m e n t in advance . Twelve ne­
groes h a v e been d r o w n e d w i t h i n th ree 
mi les ot th i s ci ty. A t p o i n t s on t h e r iver 
be low he re t h e loss of 11 le is very large , 

L W E STOCK LOST. 
M O B I L E , Ala . , A p r i l 12.—-The T o m Bigbee 

r iver h a s n o t s ince 1847 h a d so s u d d e n a 
g rea t flood as a t present . T h e farm­
ers on t h e r iver were who±ly u n ­
prepared , a n d i r o m C o l u m b u s , Miss., 
t o F u l t o n t h e loss of hogs, 
cattle, m o l e s a n d cot ton seed has been un­
precedented , m u c h l a r m i n g has been swept 
away a n d people r ende red des t i tu te . A 
grea t deal of l and p l an t ed in corn a n d cot­
t on is u n d e r water . Mules , horses a n d cat­
t le aro seen da i ly f loating d o w n t h e 
r iver . A b o u t e igh teen feet a d d i t i o n a l 
rise is expected. Repor t s of heavy loss of 
life c o m e i r o m C o i u m b u s , Miss., on t h e 
Bigbee, t h e n u m b e r of d r o w n e d be ing 
p laced at from t w e n t y to filty, mos t ly ne­
groes. Such r e p rts, however , a re exag­
gerated, t h o u g h t h e r e is n o d o u b t several 
persons h a v e become v ic t ims to t h e flood. 

A S A P R I N C I P A L . 

T h o C h a r g e .Against l i i o n s o n i n t h e 
Ulead M u r d e r Case . 

W A U P A C A , Wis . , Special, A p r i l 12.—Ed 
C. Bronson , w h o c a m e of his o w n free wi l l 
from Tacoma, Wash. , last n ight , was ar­
rested to-day as a p r i nc ipa l in t h e Mead 
m u r d e r a n d released on $5,000 bai l . Of t h e 
s ix m e n t h u s far ar res ted b u t one , T a b 
P r y or, r e m a i n s in ja i l , and i t is expected 
t h a t he wil l get b o n d s m e n t o - m o r r o w . 
S a m Stout , t h e o t h e r m a n a r res ted as 
p r inc ipa l , wa3 released t o -n igh t on ba i l . 
D e p u t y Sheriff A n d r e w W i l l i a m s says h e 
has ev idence of a p lo t to do h i m up , a n d 
t h a t h e is p r e p a r e d for it. 

On M o n d a y n i g h t las t a l a d y l iv ing over 
o n e of t h e s tores on Main street was 
a roused by h e a r i n g voices, in t h e s t a i rwav . 
I t being la te a t n igh t she cau t ious ly o p e n e d 
t l ie door a n d l is tened to a d iabol ica l p lo t . 
T h e first words she h e a r d were: ' " W h e n 
h e comes we wil l s h o o t h i m . " 
• 'No , " said a n o t h e r voice, " i f we s h o o t 
Nordv i will hea r it, we h a d bet ter ' c l u b 
h i m . vVe k n o c k h i m d o w n a n d y o u cu t 
h is t h roa t . ' 1 T h e first speake r d e m u r r e d to 
t h a t p ropos i t ion , so t h e second 
speake r agreed to do t h e cu t t i ng 
if t h e o the r would wield t h e c lub . 
T h e l i s tener ove rhead a l l u n k n o w n to t h e 
t a lke r s , s r a ined l u r ears o h e a r w h a t was 
said, b u t t h e men conversed in whispers 
pr inc ipa l ly , occas ional ly u d n g a n under ­
t o n e wiiich cou ld be hea rd u p s ta i rs . T h e y 
several t imes m e n t i o n e d h e word A n d r e w 
a n d s p o k e a b o u t i is se rv ing papers . Th i s is 
c o n v i n c i n g p roof t h a t W i l l i a m s is t h e m a n 
t h e consp i ra to r s were a ter. T h e Nordv i 
whose n a m e is m e n t i o n e d is a m e r c h a n t 
l iv ing just n o r t h ot Wi l l i ams , t h e houses 
be ing a b o u t t h i r t y feet apar t , a n d if Wil l ­
i a m s s h o u l d be s h o t w n i l e nea r h i s h o m e 
Mr. Nordvi , w h o a lways goes l iome a b o u t 
9 o 'c lock in the evening, w o u l d .be cer ta in 
to h e a r t h e s h o o t i n g and w o u l d i m m e d i a t e ­
ly invest igate t h e cause. 

«. _ 
A N A G £ D S I N N E K . 

A M a n S e v e n t y - ! l ivee Y e a r s Old P l e a d s 
G u i l t y to P e r j u r y . 

EISMAECK. N. D., Special . A p r i l 12.—A 
pa the t i c ' s cene occur red in t h e Uni ted States 
cour t to -day when t h e e igh t i n d i c t m e n t s 
l ound by t h e g r a n d ju . iy last week were 
p resen ted a n d found to be a l l aga ins t an 
old m a n of s even ty - th ree years . H i s n a m e 
is Wal t e r IX-avers, a n d as h e was carr ied 
in to cour t by th ree bailiffs it was seen t h a t 
he wasse r ious ly sick a n d h a d recen t ly h a d 
a leg b r o k e n . H i s c r imes were c o m m i t t e d 
in an a t t e m p t to secure a pens ion on t h e 
pre tense l l iat he wa-i a so ld ier in t h e Mexi ­
can war , and he per jured h imse l i in m a k i n g 
o u t va r ious papers . M u c h p i ty was ex­
pressed or the b r o k e n d o w n o ld m a n by 
t h e cour t and officials. H e p l eaded gu i l ty 
to the first i nd i c tmen t , a n d was sentenced 
to th i r t een m o n t h s in t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y a t 
S ioux Fa l l s . Dis t r ic t a t t o r n e y C a m p "en­
tered a nol le p rosequ i in t h e o the r cases. 

A c t i n g on t h e advice of J u d g e T h o m a s 
t h e case ot P . It. S m i t h vs. Q u e e n I n s u r a n c e 
C o m p a n y was w i t h d r a w n uy t h e plaintiff 
on a s t i pu l a t i on for s e t t l emen t by a rb i t r a ­
t ion . T h e business of t h e t e r m was com­
p le ted a n d cou t ad jou rned . 

T h e T a l l P i n e l a k e s a H a n d . 
E A U C L A I R E , Wis., A p r i l 12.— W . W . E r w i n 

of St. P a u l has been engaged to assist Dis­
t r ic t A t t o r n e y F r o w l e y in t h e Russel l pois ­
o n i n g case. Prof. H a i n e s , of R u s h collesre, 
has m a d e an ana lys i s of t h e conten ts "of 
Mrs. E r i c k s o n ' s s t o m a c h . Represen ta t ives 
ot both t h e p rosecu t ion a n d defense have 
l a te ly visited a res ident o. B r u n s w i c k town­
s h i p w h o b o u g h t s o m e a rsen ic n o t l o n g be-
lore t h e dea th o ' Mrs. E r i c k s o n . Quar les 
of M i l w a u k e e o r Ke l logg & Severance of St. 
P a u l will assist V. W. J a m e s of t h i s ci ty in 
de l end ing Mrs. Russel l . 

T H E MARKETS. 
C H I C A G O — W H E A T — N o . 2 s p r i n s , 80jj 

No . .3 sp r ing , 74*c; N o . 2 red, 864c. 
C O R N — N O . 2, 39*c. 
O A T S — N o . 2, 2 8 i c ; No . 2 whi te , 31ic.: No . 

3 whi te , 28@284c. 
R Y E — N o . 2, 75c. . 
B A R L E Y — N o . 2. 5 2 c ; N o . 3, 46@52c. 
M I N N E A P O L I S - W H E A T - N O 1 ha rd , 

814c; No. 1 Nor thern , ,80c ; No . 2 N o r t h e r n , 
75 to 77c. 

C O R N - N O . 3, 331 to 34c; No . 3 ye l low, 341 
t o 35c. 

O A T S — N o . 2 whi te , 27 to 27ic; No . 3 wh i t e . 
27c. 

R Y E — N o . 2, 74 to 74ic. 
B A R L E Y — N o . 3, 35 to 43c. 
H A Y — N o . 1 u p l a n d , $8.50@9; No. 2 do , 

$7.50@8; No. 1 wild, $7 to 7.50; No . 2 do! 
$5 to 7; No. 1 t i m o t h y , $11 to 11.50; No. . 2 
do, $9.50 to 10. 

ST. P A U L — W H E A T — N o . 1 ha rd , 78 to 80c; 
No. 1 N o r t h e r n , 77 to 78c; No . 2 N o r t h e r n , 
74 t o 76c. 

C O R N — N O . 3, 34 to 351c; N o . 3 ye l low, 35 
to 3olc. 

O A T S — N O . 2, 25 to 26c; No . 2 whi te , 261 
to 274c; No . 3, 26 to 204. 

B A R L E Y AND R Y E — N O . 2 bar ley , 50 to 50c: 
N o . 3 bar ley , 35 to 40c; No . 2 rye, 75to76c; 
m a l t . 60to75c. ' 

F K E D — M i l l e r s "he ld a t $14.25 to 15; less 
t h a n car lots , $15 to 15.50, w i th corn mea l 
a t $14.50 to 14.75. Bo l t ed mea l , $16.50; 
g r a n u l a t e d $18. 

M I L W A U K E E - W H E A T - - N O . 2 s p r i n c . 
78@78ic; No . 1 N o r t h e r n , 831c. 

C O R N — N o , 3, 37c. 
O A T S - N o . 2. wh i t e , 2yito31e. No . 3, do . 271 

t o 29ic. ' ' 
B A R L E Y — N o . 2, 54c; s amp le , 37 to 60c. 

THEEND BEACHED 
m -

The Wheat Investigating Com-
t'-w mittee Submits a Final 

Report,' 

Which Is Signed by Every Mem­
ber Except Representa­

tive Moore, 

Alter m a n y m o n t h s of w e a r y w o r k a n d 

the e x p e n d i t u r e of a b o u t $16,000, t h e g ra in 

inves t iga t ion c o m m i t t e e h a s c o n c l u d e d i ts 

w o r k a n d wil l m a k o t w o r epo r t s to t h e gov­

ernor . T h e c o m m i t t e e was p rac t i ca l ly 

u n a n i m o u s , i ts r e p o r t b e i n g s igned b y a l l 

t h e m e m b e r s except Represen ta t ive Moore , 

w h o refused to affix h i s s i gna tu r e o n t h e 

g r o u n d t h a t h e d id n o t l i k e t h e r epo r t . 

T H E OFFICIAL REPORT: 
The first section ot the report deals with the 

organization of the committee, and names the 
representatives of the different interests. I t 
then takes up the policy of the committee with 
regard to reception of evidence and s ta tes t h a t 
a t the outset the committee was uieased t o 
adopt very liberal rules as to the admissability 
of evidence and endeavored to afford every op­
portuni ty to any one who felt so disposed t o ap­
pear and testify before it. Neither time nor ex­
pense was spared in securing the presence of wit­
nesses deemed by any of the interests involved 
ui the investigation impor tant t o the ascertain­
ment of the t ru th . The adoption of such a pol­
icy necessarily resulted in encumbering the rec­
ord with a largo amount of irrelevant and im­
material mat te r which has tended ra ther 
to conceal than disclose the t ruth . Al­
though this result was foreseen a t the com­
mencement of its labors, it was deemed injudi­
cious to adopt any otherr course. 

SWEEPINGS. 
A large par t of the time of the committee was 

devoted to an investigation of the charge t h a t 
the elevator companies of Duluth had been 
grossly negligent in cleaning out cars in which 
5Eali\., d b e e n shipped t o their houses, and 
t h a t thereby serious loss had resulted to the 
shippers. 

As a result of i ts investigation as to this 
cnarge the committee rind t h a t during the 
earher years of the s ta te inspection service 
proper eare was not a t all times exercised in 
cleaning out cars in which wheat had been 
shipped to the warehouses a t Dulutr; there is 
no evidence, however, which indicates t h a t this 
fact involved either the integrity or so und busi­
ness management of the companies operating 
those houses. Furthermore, it sufficiently ap­
pears t h a t as soon as the a t tent ion of sucn 
companies was called t o the subject appropri­
a te measures were adopted to correct the evil. 
±he committee have no reason to believe t h a t 
of late years any substant ial grounds for com­
plaint have existed to any considerable extent. 

Evidence was introduced tending to show 
t h a t a t times,especially during the press of bus­
iness a t the height of the shipping season, the 
said companies a t Duluth were also careless in 
cleaning the floors of such warehouses after cars 
had been unloaded: and it is no t unlikely t h a t 
In some instances shippers suffered t o some ex­
tent. I t is not the opinion of the committee, 
however, t h a t any serious loss ever resulted to 
the snipper from this source or t h a t it was a 
mat ter of much gain to the elevator companies. 

ILLICIT SHIPPING O P WHEAT. 
A very serious charge was preferred against 

the Lake Superior Elevator company and the 
Union Improvement and Elevator Company of 
Duluth based upon an alleged fraudulent ship­
ment from those houses in 188Gand subsequent 
years of a large amount of wheat aggregating 
some 300,000 bushels. This was by far the 
most serious charge involved in the work of the 
committee. P rom the magnitude of the charge, 
and the fact t h a t it was made the basis of an 
investigation by a committee appointed for t h a t 
purpose by the last house of representatives, 
and sustained by a majority report of t h a t com­
mittee, the present committee felt called upon 
t o conduct a most thorough and careful investi­
gation with reference thereto. I t is no reflection 
upon said house committee t h a t i ts results a s to 
such chaige are a t variance with those a t which 
the present committee has arrived. The house 
committee was necessarily limited in time, and 
more or less handicapped by various and exact­
ing legislative duties. 

That the question might be divested of doubt, 
the present committee employed the services of 
skilled and experienced expert bookkepers and 
accountants, and directed them to make ac-

.curate examinations of the books, n o t only of 
the elevator companies of Duluth, bu t also of 
the s ta te inspection and weighing depar tments , 
the railway companies handling grain to and 
from t h a t point, and likewise to seek informa­
tion from any other available and legitimate 
source. 

Testimony was received tending t o establish 
the charges so made. The committee regret 
t h a t several of the witnesses who testified 
touching the charge in question were somewhat 

ASPERSED BY COUNSEL 
during the investigation on account of the tes­
t imony so given. While it is no doubt true 
t h a t some may have been inaccurate as t o por­
tions of their testimony, and no t a lew of their 
statements were made with greate* positiveness 
than either their t ru th or their knowledge would 
warrant , it is the opinion of the committee, 
nevertheless, t h a t they ouaht t o be wholly ex­
onerated from any a t t empt to testify otherwise 
than in accordance with the facts as they un­
derstood them. The methods pursued by the 
elevator companies in disposing of the large 
volume of wheat in 1886 and subsequent years 
fully justified the witnesses in question in be­
lieving t h a t such shipments were being made se­
cretly and for the purpose of evading the at ten­
tion of the s ta te inspection service and the pub­
lic; and were it not for other evidence subse­
quently discovered the committee feels t h a t i t 
would have been amply justified in finding the 
charge so made, in the main, true. 

There is no question bu t what in 188G, and 
subsequent years, the two elevator companies 
named did ship in round numbers from their 
houses a t night, without the knowledge of the 
employes of the said s ta te departments, 259,-
000 bushels of wheat. After the fact of such 
shipment had been substantially established by 
the testimony of this class of witnesses, the 
said elevator companies admitted t h a t a large 
volume of wheat had been secretly shipped 
from their houses without either inspection or 
weighing. Had this admission been obtained a t 
the beginning of the investigation it would have 
rendered needless the testimony of a large num­
ber of witnesses who were called for the purpose 
of establishing t h a t fact. The shipment naving 
been thus a'dmitted, the duty of the committea 
was thereby narrowed down t o an inquiry, a s t o 
the sufficiency of the justification urged there­
for on the par t of said company. 

THE EVIDENCE SUFFICIENTLY ESTABLISHES 
the fact t h a t a large amount of wheat became 
heated in the bins and almost to ta l ly ruined. 
The committee find t b a t " h e mat te r was brought 
by the said companies t o the a t tent ion of the 
railroad and warehouse commision and t h a t 
after the mature deliberation of t h a t body the 
elevator companies were given the author i ty t o 
secretly dispose of the wheat; and it is fair to 
believe t h a t the irregular shipments testified to 
by wituenses were none others t h a n those made 
in pursuance of the permission thus obtained. 
The committee has no doubt t h a t the action 
of the commission in direct hie the secret ship­
ment of said injured grain was prompted by the 
highest considerations of public policy and am­
ply warranted both by provisions of the law and 
the existing facts. 

OVERAGE. 
Evidence was introduced tending to prove 

t h a t other wheat t han the amount so injured 
WHS also shipped in an illicit manner from the 
said warehouses in Duluth. The committee 
finds t h a t this amount of shipment did not oc­
cur in fact, and t h a t the charge is based upon 
discrepancies in official records, which have been 
completely and satisfactorily explained. 

I t appeared from the testimony of certain 
witnesses t h a t 49,337 bushels of wheat were 
shipped out .by the warehouses in question in 
an Irregular und unauthorized manner, but a 
careful examination of all the testimony clearly 
demonstrates t h a t this cnarge is based upon an 
imperfect knowledge of the facts. The witnesses 
by whom it was sought t o be established de­
rived their information Irom sources which were 
both incomplete and unreliable. The record 
leavesno doubt in the minds of the committee 
t h a t ail of the las t named quant i ty of wheat 
has been properly accounted for. and t h a t no 
imputat ion of improper conduct at taches to the 
elevator companies in question. 

IT WAS FURTHER'CHARGED 
t h a t upwards of 45,000 bushels of wheat were 
shipped from the same houses as overage and 
without s ta te inspection or weighing. The com­
mittee finds t h a t this charge is well founded, for 
it is admitted by the elevator companies t h a t 
such quant i ty of wbe%t waa shipped by them In 
such manner. As a justification for such »hip-
raent the companies urge t h a t when they firnt 
began t o do business under the provisions ot the 

grain and warehouse law they had in their 
ousea some 45,000 bushels of wheat which had 

accumulated in transacting an extensive busi­
ness prlot to t h a t date. I t is the opinion of the 
oommlttee t h a t i t waa the duty ot the elevator 
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companies t o have caused this wheat t o have 
been inspected into their houses a t the time 
they began to operate under s t a t e Rupervisiou. 
This course, however, was no t pursued by the 
companies, owing, i t is fair t o assume, t o a mis­
taken view of their du ty under the law. 

I t was also made t o appear by good and suffi­
cient t es t imouy^ha t between tne first day of 
August, 1885, and the first day of August, 1890, 
the said companies accumulated a further over­
age of 11.218 bushels in handling 56,000,000 
bushels of wheat. This overage represents one-
quarter of an ounce per bushel upon the amount 
handled by the company between the said dates . 
I t further appears t h a t the said companies 
brought the fact of the las t named overage to 
th» a t tent ion of the rai lroad and warehouse 
commission, and thereupon obtained from t h a t 
body an order permitting the shipment upon 
due notice to the s ta te inspection and weighing 
department a t Duluth of sucl excess of wheat 
without cancellation of outstanding receipts. 
The committee feels t h a t ff 

THE OLD SCHEDULES 
prepared by the m m employed in the bouse 
committee might be received as unquestioned 
evidence before it, t h a t they would disclose the 
Illicit shipment of a large quant i ty of grain from 
the public warehouses a t Duluth which has no t 
been explained away by testimony adduced be­
fore it for t h a t purpose, bu t inasmuch as the 
committee subjected such schedules t o a 
very severe test early in the session 
and thereby became convinced of the unreli­
ability of such schedules as evidence from their 
very many proven inaccuracies, due t o the inex-
rieuce of the persons by whom they were pre­
pared, and the s ta tement made by Mr. Erwin, 
the a t torney for the Grain Growers' asssciatiou, 
when the said schedules were under discussion, 
t h a t he was perfectly willing t h a t the old sched­
ules should be stricken from the record, inas­
much as they had been proved unreliable and 
had been superseded by the more accurate sched­
ules of the experts. The committee now find 
t h a t on account of tho apparent discrepancies 
the old schedules cannot properly and should 
no t in justice be regarded as proof of any fact. 

The committee deems i t proper to say, touch­
ing the ma t t e r ot the damaged wheat in ques­
tion, t h a t the said elevator companies incurred 
an expense of about $100,000 in providing for 
the warehouse receipts outstanding against the 
same. ' 
STATE INSPECTION AND WEIGHING DEPARTMENTS. 

The committee finds t h a t the record, as a 
whole, does no t reflect upon the integrity and 
efficiency of the s ta te inspection and weighing 
department. With very rare exceptions the 
employes of the sta^e in the two said depart­
ments, so far as the record discloses t o the con­
t rary , are gentlemen of high character and abil­
ity; and t h a t in those instances where the integ­
r i ty of any of these servants of the s t a t e has 
been drawn in question the testimony is too 
couflictihg and inconclusive to warrant the com­
mittee in findir.g such persons guilty of bad faith 
in tne performance of their duties. 

I t appears from the record of the committee 
t h a t complaints have frequently arisen on ac­
count of what has been deemed improper 
weighing and docking of grain. The committee 
finds t h a t after listening to testimony of wit­
nesses of large experience and unquestioned 
veracity t h a t such complaints, while a t times 
well founded, faiied to show any disposition on 
the p a r t of inspectors and weieumen t o impose 
upon or favor any interests whatever. There 
is evidence which tends to show t h a t docking is 
a t times excessive. As the amount of dockage 
to which a shipment of grain is t o be subjected 
in a given case is largely dependent upon humau 
judgment it will be always a mat te r of approx­
imation, and the committee is unable t o find 
t h a t there has been au abuse of discretion t o a 
serious extent in this regard. The witness, 
Charles Canning, a man ot very laree experience 
both as a producer and a commission mer­
chant, testified t h a t he had no fault t o find with 
the s ta te service in t h a t regard. The a t tent iou 
of the committee was called to a number of in­
stances of 

GRIEVANCES B A S E D U P O N SHORTAGE 
in weights of shipments made to public ware­
houses. The committee finds t h a t such com­
plaints are frequently well founded, but is no t 
prepared to say their number is out of propor­
tion t o the volume of business transacted. 
Among the many causes t o which shrinkage in 
weight in shipments of wheat maybe a t t r ibuted 
the following, no doubt, consti tute the more im­
por tan t , as evidenced by reliable testimony: 

First—Shipment without weighing by the local 
buyer. 

Second—Weighing a t the place of shipment 
with small or defective scales. 

Third—Mistakes necessarily incidental t o 
weighing on small scales, as where a draft is in­
advertently repeated. 

Fourth—Defective coopering oi the cars, re­
sulting in leakace a t times to a marked degree. 

Fifth—Abstractions by pet ty theft upon cars 
en route t o and a t destination. 

Sixth—Change in atmospheric and climatic 
conditions between places of shipment and t h a t 
of destination. 

Seventh—Loss of moistuer by grain. 
Eighth—Defect in scales a t terminal points. 
I t is the opinion of the committee t h a t very 

few instances of such shortage have arisen, 
which should not, if the committee were in pos­
session of all the facts, be a t t r ibu ted to one or 
more of the above named causes. 

SCREENINGS. 
The committee finds t h a t duringtheyear 1889 

a large quant i ty of wheat was shipped from the 
said puDlic warehouses a t Dulutn under the 
name of screenings; the amount so shipped ag­
gregated upward of 40,000 busnels. The wheat 
so shipped was, no doubt, the overage of 45,-
000 bushels to which at tent ion has already been 
called. The committee is aware of no evidence 
tending to show t h a t any other wheat than such 
overage was ever shipped in a clandestine man­
ner from the said houses. The committee stuOi-
ously endeavored to ascertain whether or no t it 
was a common practice of the said companies 
t o dispose of overage under the guise of screen­
ings, and arrived a t the result above indicated. 
Likewise it became a ma t t e r of interest t o ascer­
ta in whether the said companies have been or 
now are, reaping excessive profits from the sale 
of screenings. This, however, is not established 
by the record. I t is doubtless true, t h a t until 
quite recently screenings were no t a source of 
profit t o elevator companies; the record dis­
closing t h a t formerly they were either burned or 
destroyed otherwise by such compauies. 

THE GREAT COMBINE. 
When the a t tent ion of the committee was first 

called to the existence of a combination or con­
spiracy designed to control the wheat markets 

, of the s t a t e it was represented t h a t certain 
testimony was producible tending t o show 
t h a t such markets are governed by prices ar­
bitrarily established by some person or persons, 
associations or corporations, ana evidenced by 
the telegrams and other communications sent to 
numerous correspondents by Mr. F rank H. 
I rons of Minneapolis. 

I t was not without great hesitation t h a t the 
committee undertook t o conduct an investiga­
t ion in the line of such charge, in view of the 
clearly expressed terms of the s ta tue from which 
i ts au thor i ty t o act was derived. The subject. 
however, was finally deemed of so much gravity 
as t o warran t an investigation as to 
the charge and it was therefore con­
ducted with great thoroughness by the 
committee. Whatever inferences may be 
properly deducible from the record in suppor t 
of the charge, the committee is of the opinion 
t h a t there is 

NOT THE SLIGHTEST P R O O F 
of the existence in fact ot any such combination 
or conspiracy, nor is there anything in the rec­
ord touching this phase of the investigation 
militating against the good name of the said 
Irons. I t is an admitted fact t h a t Frank H. 
I rons has been for a period of abou t two years 
in the employ of a large number of elevator 
companies a t Minneapolis, and t h a t while so 
employed he did furnish to certain correspond­
ents, both by telegram and through the mails, 
information touching the current prices of 
wheat. I t does no t appear, however, t h a t he 
ever received any instructions from his said em­
ployers, or any of them, to furnish this informa­
tion to any person whomsoever. I t appears t o 
have been the practice of the person who had 
previously been employed by such companies 
t o advise local buyers, upon solicitation, as to 
t h e daily prices ruling as the principal wheat 
markets of the country; which said practice was 
observed and continued by Mr. Irons. There 
appears to have been no discrimination by him 
a s t o whom this information should be fur­
nished; for, if he is t o believed, i t was sent t o 
whomsoever made application therefor t o him. 

Instead of the prices furnished by Mr. Irons 
having been arbitrari ly established by himself, 
or by any other person or persons, the commit­
tee find t h a t they were in i he main obtained 
from the chamber of commerce, Minneapolis. 
The prices so sent by Mr. Irons t o his corre­
spondents were based upon the reports of a com­
mittee established by the chamber of commerce 
in said city, whose duty i t is to ascertain the 
closing price of the market. 

Eviueuce was introduced with.a view of show­
ing t h a t a combination existed between the ele­
v a t o r and railroad compauies of the s ta te for 
the sole purpose of maintaining a uniform sys­
tem of prices, and it is doubtless true t h a t 
some pa r t s of such testimony unexplained 
tends t o establish t h a t fact. The strongest evi­
dence of this character is no doubt a letter 
written by one Sommers, a clerk iu the employ 
of the Great Northern Railroad company, over 
the signature of Mr. Shelby, the general traffic 
manager of said company; aud certain o ther 
communications, which were likewise made a 
pa r t of the record. Evidence was introduced 
on the p a r t of such company tendiug t a show 
t h a t the Shelby letter was wholly unauthorized 
and written during the absence of Mr. Shelby, 
who promptly repudiated the same as soon as 
his a t tent ion bad been called t o i ts existence. 
Whatever may have been the real facts as to the 
influence of thene corporation* in maintaining 
what ia termed Hat prices, i t cannot be aald in 
view of the records t h a t the fact haa been estab­
lished by auch weight of evidence aa would war­
r a n t this committee in reporting aa 
one ot ita findings. The record 
would aeem t o establish a concession by 

the Great Northern Railway company t h a s ft* 
influence i s . a t times exerted with a view to 
maintaining uniformity of prices a t competitive fe? 
points; and i t s action in this respect is claimed r 

to be justified as a means of securing i ts legi t i - ' 
mate proport ion of. business as a common car­
rier. I t was also insisted on the p a r t of said 
company t h a t i t frequently 

CAUSED PRICES TO B E RAISED 
among buyers along i ts own lines a t such com­
petitive points so as to accord with the prices 
being paid along the lines of competitive roads, 
and thus t p prevent the diversion of busines* 
properly t r ibu ta ry t o i t s own line. Fur ther 
t han this the said company disclaim any a t ' 
t empt to interfere with prices obtaining a t any 
of these markets . There is some evidence tend­
ing t o show t h a t the said company has at­
tempted to coerce compliance with i ts require 
rneiits in the mat te r of prices by threa ts to em­
bar rass the business of local buyers; but there 
is no evidence which shows or tends t o show 
t h a t in any of such instances the said company 
in fart embarrassed the local shipper in his busi­
ness or evinced any hostility to him. 

The committee finds t h a t the producing inter­
ests of the s ta te are a t this time, as they hav» 
been for a long time in the past , the victims o' 
grain manipulators throughout the country. 
Well devised aud ably executed manipulations 
on the p a r t of Chicago speculators have un­
doubtedly resulted in greatly depressing prices. 
This implies a financial loss to the farmers m 
this s t a t e of many millions. The committee 
will hereinafter sugeest an appropriate recom­
mendation to the legislature to meet this men­
acing evil. The producers of wheat should be 
untrammeled in placing their crops upon the 
markets of the world. They should s tand on 
au equal footing of the most powerful in this re­
gard. As they cannot in justice ask for other 
t han reasonable facilities they should a t all 
times eujoy nothing less. 

T H E I t K C O M.iMKN D A T I O N S. 

S o m e S u g g e s t i o n s t o t h e Nex t S t a t e L e g ­
i s l a t u r e . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e ieels cal led u p o n to rec­
o m m e n d to t h e leg is la ture t h e passage of 
a p p r o p r i a t e leg is la t ion t e n d i n g to grea ter 
p ro tec t ion to t h e p r o d u c i n g a n d s h i p p i n g 
in teres ts of t h e s ta te a n d t h e g rea te r effi­
c iency of t h e presen t g r a in a n d w a r e h o u s e 
l aw . I t s sugges t ions i n t h i s r ega rd a re 
m a d e as follows: 

All railroad companies of and doing business 
in this s t a t e should be required to construct and 

MAINTAIN TRACK SCALES 
a t all of their respective s ta t ions in the s t a t e 
from which there were shipped during any pre­
ceding year a t least sixty car loads of grain; aud 
as a recompense to the said companies for pro­
viding such service, and for doing and perform­
ing whatever else may be found necessary aud 
incidental thereto, a reasonable charge 
should be allowed them. The committee 
believes t h a t it would be no- less t han 
justice t o such producing and shipping 
interests to require by law t h a t common car­
riers be held responsible and accountable for the 
full amount of grain received by them on board 
their cars, which should in all instances be evi­
denced before the cars leave their respective sta­
tions by appropriate receipts: and in considera­
tion of such responsibility and accountaDility 
and for loss by shrinkage and t ranspor ta t ion 
or other cause, the said companies should be 
allowed to t a x or assess one-half oi 1 per ceut 
of the amount received. 

Second—Public warehouses should be required 
by law to ascertain a t least once during each 
crop year the amount of wheat in their bins and 
the amount of 

OUTSTANDING WAREHOUSE RECEIPTS 
which should be done under tne direction of the 
rai lroad and warehouse commission a t such 
time as the commission may deem most practi­
cable and the results thereof should be made a 
mat te r of public record. Public warehouse men 
desiring to withdraw their license should be re­
quired t o correctly ascertain the actual amount 
of grain on hand in their warehouses, and the . 
amount of outstanding warehouse receipts and 
other obligations under the supervision and di­
rection of the railroad ana warehouse commis­
sion, before such withdrawal is granted, and a 
similar ascertainment of the condition of pri­
vate warehouses should be required before a 
license to do business as public warehouse men 
is granted to such private warehouses as desire 
t o co-operate under a license. 

Third—In view of the great importance of the 
subject and the vas t interests involved, the 
committee, without committing itself to any 
policy of legislation, earnestly recommend t h a t 
the next legislature consider the advisability of 
passing a law providing 

CONTIGUOUS TO D E E P WATER, 
a t public expense, warehouses sufficiently large 
t o afford storage without mixing the grain of 
different grades, for grain produced ;n this s ta te , 
and for which service the s ta te shall receive or 
may impose a moderate charge. 

Fourth—Furthermore, the committee would 
recommend t h a t the next legislature, either by 
memorial to congress or otherwise, take some 
steps to counteract the evil influence of wheat 
gambling a t Chicago and other great grain 
centers. In view of the fact t h a t the operators 
a t Chicago are enabled to exalt or depress prices 
a t pleasure they have become a constant 
menace to the greatest interests of the North­
west. Their influence in this respect is demon­
s t ra ted by the remarkable fact t h a t in the face 
of an unprecedented shortage in the old world, 
they have been able t o hold wheat a t ab­
normally low prices, and from which circum­
stance the farmers of this s ta te have suffered an 
appalling lo>s. The influence of t h a t market 
is a t all times so great and uncertain t h a t no 
man can with safety hold wheat for a single 
day. I t may no doubt be accepted as a fact 
t h a t for some time pas t 

THE RULING PRICE O F WHEAT 
has neither been determined by visible supply 
nor the estimated amount of grain in the 
country, bu t ra ther upou the quant i ty which 
whaat gamblers have felt disposed a t any .mo­
ment to precipitate upon the market. This be­
ing true, there is no basis in reason upon which 
a careful and prudent business man may pur­
chase wheat fof future delivery or for the pur­
pose of legitimate trade. So long as this condi­
tion of affairs continnes Minnesota's great 
staple crop will depend less in bringing wealth to 
her people upon the legitimate demads of con­
sumption than upon the whims and caprices of 
grain gamblers in Chicago. This is a combina­
tion which beggars ail others by far in its perni­
cious effects upon the public. We therefore 
recommend tha t the subject receive the earliest 
and most serious consideration of the uext 
legislature. 

Fifth—The committee would recommend, if 
practicable, t h a t public elevators be required to 
construct scales and weigh grain upon the 
ground floor before the grain is elevated so t h a t 
the unloading of cars may be under the super­
vision of s ta te weighers. 

The committee would also recommend t h a t 
under no circumstances should grain or screen­
ings be permitted to be shipped out of public 
warehouses without weighing and inspection. 
GEORGE GEISSEL, ANDREW FRENCH, 

Chairman, E. SEVATSON, 
J O H N DAY SMITH, N. C. CASWELL, 
P. E. BARRETT, JOHN ZELCH. 

ST. BRENDAN'S VOYAGE. 
Among pre-Columbian discoverers 

of America the claims of the Norse­
men—or, properly speaking Icelan­
ders—who, by their low s ta ture and 
features, are somewhat different from 
the characteristic Swedes and Nor­
wegians—and of the Welshmen under 
Prince Madoc are fairly well known; 
but those in favor of an Irishman, 
St. Brendan, bishop of Clonfert, in 
Kerry, are not so familiar to us, al­
though they are to the French. 

According to eleven different Latin 
manuscripts in the National Library, 
Paris, one of which dates from the 
eleventh century, St. Brendan left 
Tralee Bay about A. D. 550 on a 
mission to the undiscovered country 
which he believed to exist beyond the 
Atlantic. The vessel he embarked in 
with his companions and provisions, 
including five pigs, was caught in a 
current, and after a voyage of many 
weeks he lauded in a strange country, 
where he taught the natives the 
t ru ths of Christianity. 

After seven years he returned t o 
Ireland, and subsequently tried a 
second voyage to the same country, 
as he had promised to revisit it but 
was baffled by the wind and tide. He 
died in the order of sanctity in 578, 
aged ninety-four years. The curious 
thing is t ha t when Cortez invaded 
Mexico he found the natives in 
possession of some of the doctrines.'of 
Christianity, which they said had 
been taught them by a stranger clad 
in a long robe, who came to them 
from the Holy Island beyond the sea 
in a "boa t with wings" many cen­
turies before and promised t o return 
t o them. The advent of Cortez was, 
in fact, hailed as a fulfillment of this-
tradit ion. 
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