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I* 
tSE T H O U N E A R , 

When the shadows gather round me, 
When my path is dark and drear, 
When the storms of life are raging, 

Be thou near 

Trust me, let thy faith inspire me. 
In the struggle ne'er to yield; 
Let thy love, so pure and holy,' 

By my shield. 

Blest communion, sweet and hoav'nlv, 
Saves me irom the tempter's pow'r; ' 
Stay thou near, loved one, I need theo 

Ev'ry hour. 
—Sat. Evening Post 

SAKAR'S ROMANCE. * 

••Deate&t mamma, couldn ' t I h a v e 
i t ? " 

Mrs Aubrey sat by the half- l ight of 
t h e d im fire—coals wore by far too 
d e a r for a reckless blaze to be permi t 
t ed—with the cur ta in ye t undrawn, so 
4ha t t he tender yellow l igh t of t h e 
F e b r u a r y sunset shone in. and the 
t ingles of t he room were filled wi th 
shadows. 

A pre t ty l i t t le room it seemed now. 
a l t hough it would hardly h a v e borne 
the bril l iant, uncompromis ing l igh t 
of noondaj for the ca rpe t was da rned 
and mended in many a place, and neat ly 
fashioned r ag rugs had been laid skill
fully down to h ide the spots which 
were past all redemption. T h e table-
^over was faded by many a washing, 
t h e cur ta ins were a r r anged in iolds 
which should not betray the rags, and 
t h e very mante l o rnament s were men
ded with cement. 

To keep up the ou tward show and 
dis»mty ot a lady upon an income 
which would have been insufficient for 
a servant, is t ry ing to the most cour
ageous na tu re , yet th is had been Mrs. 
Aubrey 's task ever since h e r husband 
died, leaving h e r with l i t t l e t a r a , a 
l i t t le child of nine summers . She 
had economued in t h e most painful 
degree ; she had worn h e r shabby-
dresses unti l they were ready to d rop 
#ft; s h e had pa tched he r clothes unt i l 
•there was scarcely a shred left of t he 
or ig inal mater ia l , she had cut off th is 
luxury and t h a t condiment from h e r 
poor table unt i l h e r diet became li ter
ally bread and water , and even then 
debts g rew upon h e r life l ike hideous 
fungi. Her husband had left h e r a 
trifle, but th is was carefully reserved, 
"or i h e expenses of her l i t t le Sara 
However she m i g h t pinch and save 
and starve, Sara was a l w a j s comfort
ably clad, and had plenty of good, 

wholesome food to ea t But the re a re 
a score of shabby-gentee l devices by 
which reduced ladies can earn a few 
Jollars, and Mrs. Aubrey solicited 
copying from the village lawjer . sa t 
up long after Sara ' s pre t ty eyes were 
sealed in s lumber to embro ider fine 
work for t he stores, and even rejoiced 
lo ge t plain sewing to do, a t a r a t e 
which was pitifully meager ! 

I t had been seven years of famine, 
but t he end of t h e long ordeal was ap
p r o a c h i n g at l a s t Sara was be ing 
t r a ined for a teacher , and the g r a d u 
at ion day was n e a r at h a n d — S a r a 
w h o had g rown into a tall, lovely girl, 
l ike a whi te li ly, with deep violet 
eyes reddish-brown hair, al l in ter 
woven with th reads of gold, and 
c h e e k s of velvety p ink; and Mr. 
Mi tche l l t he principal , had promised 
to use his very best efforts to obtain a 
si tuation for Sarah when she had 
g radua ted , and all seemed couleur de 
rose . 

And in the winter twi l igh t Sara 
h a d rushed into t h e room, b r ing ing 
with he r a b rea th of frozen, pine-
scented air. and told h e r mo the r how 
t h e g r a d u a t i n g class were al l to be 
dressed in whi te mer ino and white 
silk sh i r red overskir t^ and broad 
white r ibbon sashes. 

"Not a bit of color about us m a m 
m a " the gir l breathlessly added, " ex 
cep t the l i t t le knots of blue violets we 
a r e to wear a t our be l t s . " 

Mrs. Aubrey looked aghas t . 
••White merino, dear ! W i t h whi te 

s i lk sh i r red overskh ' ts! Indeed, iu-
deed. Sara as far as yon a re con
cerned, i t is qui te out of t h e quest ion!" 

••Mamma!" cried out t h e girl . 
* -My darling, i t would cost twenty-

live dol lars a t t h e very leas t , " u rged 
Mrs . Aubrey. 

'•No mamma. " pleaded Sara; "only 
twenty. Helen Hazle ton says we can 
buy the mate r ia l all in one piece and 
g e l a considerable reduct ion on it; 
and you know, mamma, darl ing, t h a t 
you a re such a skillful needlewoman 
t h a t my dressmaker ' s bill will be 
n o t h i n g . " 

4 -But even then, dea res t , " said Mrs 
Aubrey, "where a re we to ge t t h e 
twen ty do l la rs?" 

P re t ty Sara burs t into tears . 
"My darl ing, don ' t !" pleaded t h e 

m o t h e r in whose h e a r t every spa rk l ing 
•drop fell l ike t h e acute p r ick of a 
•dagger. "Don ' t b reak my heart . 
S a r a ! . I should l ike to see you as ele
gan t l y dressed as any gir l in t h e 
school, but you know how poor we 
a r e . " 

And then with lier t ea r -we t face hid
den on her mother ' s shoulder. Sa ra 
sobbed out : "Couldn ' t I h a v e it, 
m a m m a ? Oh, d.arling mamma, couldn ' t 

" I will do up your old muslin. 
d e a r . " s o b p e d t h e mother. "And I 
t h i n k we can afford some fresh blonde 
and the new ribbon saSh and—" 

"Oh, m a m m a " in te r rup ted poor 
hara . * must I wear t h a t old. ta t tered, 
s h r u n k e n th ing when all t h e o the r 
g i r l s a re in mer ino and white sh i r red 
s i l k?" 

• Deares t what else can we do?" 
Mrs . Aubrey could almost h a v e cried 
•with Sara had she dared to give way 
4» h e r feelings. 

"How wretched it is to be poor!" 
sobbed S a r a s i t t ing down on t h e 
h e a r t h rug, with he r face in her moth

e r ' s lap 'Mamma, wha t have we 
done t h a t we should be so c ramped 
a n d a round down, so fettered with' 
[poverty?" 

*'It will not be so always, dear. " 
•encouraged he r mother. 

"Mo," said Sara, sadly; " I sha l l be 
«. t eacher soon. And then, mamma, 
y o u shal l have a wine-colored cash-
-mere dress and a set of fwra, and I 

will wear wha t I please. B u t mamma, I T H E D I A M O N D E A R K I N G S . 
if I could only h a v e the whitje mer ino 
dress th i s once!" . -*1 * i' »* ^ dress th i s once 

' 'My daugh te r ! my d a u g h t e r ! " Sara 
could feel t h e warm drops from h e r 
mo the r ' s eyes upon h e r cheek. 

" M a m m a ! " she cried out, caressing
ly, . "don ' t cry. t ha t ' s a da r l ing ; I ' l l 
wear the old whi te muslin! I ' l l wear 
any th ing! You h a v e been a heroine, 
quietly and patiently, all these years, 
and he re am 1 t h a t can ' t endure a 
single pr iva t ion! Mamma, I ' l l be a 
heroine, t oo . " And t h e pa le mothe r 
and blooming d a u g h t e r clasped each 
o ther tender ly in a long, s i lent em
brace. 

"But i t 's a shame isn ' t i t " resumed 
Sara, after a brief silence, " tha t 
weal th should be so unevenly divided 
in th is world? Look a t Helen Hazel-
ton, a t t h e •court.' with h e r g reen-
houses full of flowers, and h e r pony 
phaeton, and the d iamqnds she is to 
h a v e when she leaves school. I t ' s a 
surpr i se for her. mamma, qui te a sur
pr ise Col.-Hazelton himself showed 
them to me—a cross and a pa i r of sol
i ta i re ea rdrops l ike spark les of whi to 
fire." 

"Showed t h e m to you. d e a r 9 " 
"Yes, mamma!" answered the girl . 
"But how came he to do t h a t ? " 
"Oh. he often ta lks lo me wheu I 

am a t t he cour t . " 
Mrs Aubrey was s i lent for a few 

minutes. A vague fear was en t e r i ng 
in to he r hear t . 

"Sara , ' she said a t l a s t " I do not 
th ink t h a t it is best for you to be too 
much a t Hazel ton court ." ' 

' -Why not, m a m m a ? " Sa ra opened 
h e r big blue eyes in innocent surpr ise . 
" I t ' s so p leasant there, and H i k e t h e m 
all so much ." ' 

Mrs. Aubrey hesi ta ted. She could 
not answer . "Because Col. Hazel ton 
is a widower, and people will t a lk and 
goss ip . " So she equivocated a little, 
and made reply: 

"They live so differently from w h a t 
we do dar l ing. I t is scarcely a good 
or wise p repara t ion for your new l i t e . " 
Sara pondered t h e ma t t e r over. " I 
don ' t see wha t difference i t make^, 
m a m m a , " said she, "but, of course, 
when I ge t a s i tuat ion I shal l have no 
t ime for vis i t ing, and Helen is go ing 
to Pa r i s wi th he r fa ther in t h e spring, 
so t he r e will be an end of all my in
t imacy the re . ' 

Bravo li t t le Sara! Sne was a hero
ine, for she wore the old washed-over 
musl in dress, s t and ing a m o n g t h e fair 
young gir ls in soft mer ino and lus
t rous dead-whi te silk. 

' -Mamma can'* afford i t " she an
swered quiet ly to all the cr i t icisms 
t h a t were utterod. 

Helen Hazel ton b r o u g h t h e r home 
t h a t evening in the sleigh with a box 
ot cut rosebuds and Eas t Ind ia ferns, 
and left h e r with h e r mother . 

Mrs. Aubrey looked up from h e r 
sewing. - .*v 

•My dar l ing , ' ' said she. "your 
cheeks a r e l ike carnat ions!" 

' I t ' s t he winter air. I ' suppose , " 
said Sara, flinging down h e r bonnet. 
-Mamma, pu t aside t h a t hateful 

needle! You a re never to sew any 
more! I 've made up my mind not to 
teach in the New York publ ic schools!" 

" S a r a ! " 
" I am going to Hazel ton cour t . " 

Mrs. Aubrey ' s faded eyes sparkled . 
"To be Helen ' s governess?" cried 

she. 
"Helen ' s governess indeed!" said 

Sara. "Helen knows as much as I do; 
m a m m a you have guessed wrong this 
t ime ." ; 

She kne l t down on t h e floo- and laid 
h e r cheek on»her mothe r ' s knee. 

"Mamma, Col. Hazel ton has asked 
me to m a r r y him. " s a i d she, ' a n d I 
have said yes " 

"Asked you to m a r r y him. Sara? 
But you a re such a child!" cr ied Mrs. 
Aubrey. 

"Tha t ' s t h e reason he l ikes me, he 
says ." confessed b lushing Sara. 

••And you. deares t—do you love 
h im?" 

"Mamma, h e ' s t h e one man in all 
the world to me. " whispered t h e g i r l . 
And child and mothe r wept t oge the r a 
shower of happy tears . 

• B u t s w e e t e s t " whispered Mrs. 
Aubrey, "you seem such a child to be 
mar r i ed . ' ' 

••Yes, m a m m a I know." said Sara 
gravely. "But if I am to be happy, 
the sooner I begin the be t t e r . " Which 
was an incontrover t ib le piece of logic. 
—Amy Randolph, in N. Y. Ledger . 

A Captions Critic. 

•On a r ecen t t r ip to Ph i l ade lph i a , ' 
r e m a r k e d Dr. F r a n k C'hilds, " I occu
pied a sea t wi th an elderly female of 
an a rgumen ta t ive t u r n of mind, who. 
recogniz ing my cal l ing from my at 
tire, g radua l ly led me into a discus
sion upon rel igious mat te r s . 

" T h e old lady was an in te res t ing 
talker, and t h e conversat ion ran 
smoothly unt i l we flatly d isagreed 
upon a cer ta in p o i n t She took one 
view of i t and I took a second t h a t 
was t h e direct reverse. 

"Then we resor ted to sc r ip tu ra l 
quotat ions to convince each o ther and 
for several minutes they flew th i ck 
and fas t 

' 'Suddenly I recal led one t h a t I was 
convinced would set t le t h e mat ter . 

•• 'You see. m a d a m , ' I said, -St. 
Pau l in his Epis t le to t h e Ephesians. 
says—' and I repeated t h e passage to 
h e r in wha t I consider my most im
pressive manner . My opponent 
paused and reflected a moment . 

• • -Yes ' she replied, with an a i r of 
firm conviction i know all about it, 
and I don ' t t h i n k any the bet ter of 
Pau l for saying t h a t ' 

" I gracefully su r r ende red . "—Com
merc ia l Advert iser . 

A T r a v e l e r ' s F lpc . 
A t rave le r ' s pipe is an Engl i sh in

vention. T h e bowl has a hook a t 
tached to it which can be inser ted in 
the but tonhole of t h e c o a t whi le a 
tube communicates wi th t h e mou th 
piece. The smoker t hus has both 
hands tree to be occupied as h e finds 
necessary. 

>tm A B R O A D W A Y J E W E L E R ' S p£ 
CULIAR C U S T O M E R . 

What a Fashionable Woman Is Wearing— 
"A Gambler's Anchor to Windward 

-—An Ingenious Way of "•* 
Negotiating a Loan. 

" I h a v e h a d some pecu l i a r cus
tomers, " said an old Broadway jeweler, 
••but t h e r e was one case which I be
l ieve no one can duplicate . I h a v e a 
l a rge p a t r o n a g e from t h e men about 
t o w n — t h e gamble r s and t h e rac ing 
people. They a re very l ibera l buyers 
of jewelry when for tune favors them, 
and they select first-class goods and 
in most ins tances appea r to be excel
l en t judges of quality. 

" T h e individual of whom I was 
about to tel l you. was a man who first 
came to my store«about four yea rs ago.* 
H e was a very shabby- looking young 
fellow, whom 1 watched cautiously 
when i passed h i m a pa i r of cheap 
sol i ta i re ea r - r ings in compl iance with 
h is request . NHe ha rd ly glanced a t 
them, and asked for someth ing better, 
and I took the first pair, and brought 
out a pa i r t h a t were a shade h ighe r in 
price. These h e pushed aside also, 
and asked for finer goods, unt i l 1 had 
shown h i m eve ry th ing in my stock ex
cept a pa i r of ear - r ings wor th $900, 
which I did not care to pe rmi t him to 
handle . 

' 'I was a l i t t le out of pa t ience with 
t h e fellow, and pointing to t h e ear
r ings in t h e show-case. I told h im the 
price, and h e immedia te ly asked to 
see them. T h i n k i n g t h a t h e might 
m a k e an effort to g r a b t h e m and run 
away, I lifted t h e m from the i r velvet 
case and walked a round t h e counter, 
ho ld ing t h e m up to t h e l ight, as if my 
change of* posit ion was ac tua ted by a 
desi re to show the s tones to t h e best 
advantage . 

• H e examined both stones very 
closely, and a lmost took away my 
b r e a t h when h e said h e would t ake 
them, and a t t h e same t ime pulled out 
a l a rge roll of b a n k notes from his 
p o c k e t He counted ou t $90o! and 
after I h a d wrapped the ea r r ings he 
bade me good n igh t and hu r r i ed away. 
I was "nonplussed. T h e man was a 
mystery to me, and I often t h o u g h t of 
him, unt i l one n i g h t about a month 
l a t e r when, h e came again. 

" H e wore a shiny silk hat . and h is 
shabby clothing h a d been replaced by 
nea t but very expensive garments . 
H e saw t h a t I recognized him and 
after a few words about t h e weather 
drew from his pocket t h e ear r ings I 
had sold him, and said t h a t h is wife 
disl iked t h e set t ings and t h a t he de
sired new ones. I showed h im sev
e ra l o ther styles, and he soon selected 
one. 

"Then he told me t h a t h e had ex
pected a l a rge amoun t of money, but 
had been disappointed, and finally, in 
a very frank, business- l ike manner , 
asked me if I would lend h im $500 
unt i l t h e ea r r ings woald be r e s e t I t 
looked a l i t t le l ike pawnbroker , but I 
believed t h a t t he man was in close 
qua r t e r s financially, and after cri t i
cal ly examin ing the stones to see tha t 
they had not been changed. I gave 
h i m t h e money. 

"At the t ime when I had told h i m 
t h e ea r r ings would be ready h e came, 
paid me the amoun t bor rowed and $20 
for t he set t ings, bu t insisted t h a t no 
a l lowance be made for t h e old set
t ings. H e thanked me for t h e favor, 
and went away. 

" A week l a te r h e came aga in for 
new se t t ings and a $500 loan, and h e 
cont inued hav ing those stones reset at 
i r r egu la r in te rva ls near ly four years, 
each t ime ask ing for t he money, and 
a lways pay ing i t a t t h e t ime appointed 
for t he del ivery of t h e ea r r ings . 

"Dur ing our long acquain tance I 
l ea rned t h a t h e was an inve te ra te 
gamble r who played h i g h stakes, and 
t h a t t he diamond ea r r ings h a d origin
ally been bough t as a nes t -egg for 
days when luck was aga ins t h im. He 
feared t h a t a pawnbroker migh t 
change t h e stones, so instead of r a i s 
ing money on t h e ea r r ings in t h e us
ual way, he adopted t h e novel scheme 
in which h e involved me. 

" W h o wore t h e ear- r ings? No
body. H e carr ied t h e m around in a 
chamois bag. Did 1 not find i t t rouble
some to h a v e h i m bor rowing and re
t u r n i n g money so frequent ly? No; I 
l iked the fellow, and. as ide from that, 
i t paid me too handsomely. His last 
visi t h e r e was a couple of months ago. 
when h e left t h e ear - r ings after pick
ing out the i r twenty-second setting, 
and took away wi th h im $500. 

• -The n igh t t hey were to be finished 
I received a reques t from t h e man to 
call a t h i s rooms. I found h i m alone 
in a cheerless l i t t le ha l l bedroom, dy
ing of pneumonia . H e was very 
grateful to me for hav ing been his 
banker, as he pu t it. and asked me to 
see t h a t he was decently buried, after 
teliinsr me to keep the ea r - r ings for 
t h e money advanced and for t he funer
al expenses. 

" I complied with h i s r e q u e s t Have 
I t h e d iamonds yet? No ; I sold thera 
las t "Chris tmas for $1.200. and they 
aue now w>rn by one of the most 
fashionable women in t h e city. —Jew
elers ' Review. 

W o o d F i t for Viol ins, 

An ama teu r v io l in-maker of Port
land Me. , ha s secured a pr ize in a 
spruce beam from an old house a t 
N o r t h Yarmouth . T h e beam had been 
seasoning for more t han a hundred 
years, and t h e l i t t le boards sawn from 
it give forth the c lear mellow sound 
t h a t is desired in violin stock. Ge-
munder. t h e New York m a k e r of vio
lins, was in Por t l and recent ly and se
cured some of t he wood. 

'A r e t ttloose. ' 
Mark Kenni*ton oi" Phi l l ips / Me., 

has a bull moose which he raised from 
a calf, which is so t a m e t h a t h e tu rns 
i t out every warm day to browse in 
the ne ighbor ing fields. H e ca tches 

, t he b ig bull as easily as h e would a 
pe t lamb, and is b r e a k i n g h i m to ha r 
ness. H e h i tched t h e moose to a wagon 
l a s t s u m m e r and was, car r ied ten miles 
a t a ra i l road speed ^before h e could 
s top t h e animal . 

^ GREAT CLOCKS." ' 

Some Ancient Time-Pieces That Are Still 
Doing Duty In Tower and Steeple. 

I t is qui te unnecessary to enumer 
a t e t h e marvelous clocks which have 
a world-wide celebrity, t h e S t r a sbu rg 
clock, for example, or t h a t a t Berne, 
t h e many old ca thedra l clocks in Eng
land, that , for instance, in Exeter, 
which re ta ins the s t r i k ing p a r t made 
in 1800, while t h e g r e a t clock in Can
te rbury Ca the ra l is near ly 600 years 
old. But i t is of in te res t to know thac 
two clocks h a v e been exh ib i ted in th i s 
count ry wi thin t h e l as t fifteen years, 
which were made, we believe, a t Co
lumbus. Ohio, and one of which is an 
exac t reproduct ion of t h e world-re
nowned clock of S t rasburg C a t h e d r a l 

When we come to a considera t ion 
of modern clocks we find a variety, 
says t h e Jewe le r s ' Review, l imited 
only by length of purse and purpose 
for which they a r e intended, from t h e 
l i t t le t ime-piece cost ing less t h a n $1, 
sui table for shipboard and t ravel ing, 
to t h e exquis i te horologe in marb le 
and gold, with its cameos and s ta tu
ettes, cost ing hundreds of dol lars . 
Musical and ch iming clocks play an 
impor t an t p a r t in modern households 
as surely as they a r e losing f a \ o r in 
chu rch steeples. They were inven ted 
in Germany and we read of. t hem in 
1580. As adap ted to rooms, they aro 
somet imes exceedingly sweet in tone 
and sometimes a very g rea t nuisance. 

However, ch ime clocks a re favorites 
in many homes, and w h a t is known as 
the Wes tmins te r ch ime is as popu la r 
as t h e cuckoo clock of Ge rman or ig in 
was awhi le ago. Cloaks a re of course 
adapted in s tyle to t h e rooms for 
which they a r e intended, and cer tain
ly no room is complete wi thout one. 
I t is becoming more and more usual 
to increase t he i r number, and as 
everybody nowadays carries a wa tch 
of some sor t or other, so every room, 
however h m m b l e has its clock. 

In F rance notably, and in E n g l a n d 
usually, i t is t he fashion to h a v e man
tle-shelf sets, including the clock and 
cande lab ra of t he same style and very 
handsome such sets often are.-. Fo r 
dining rooms they would be in m a r b l e 
or bronze or d a r k carved woods, in 
the d rawing rooms, of ormolu or gilt, 
beautifully decorated, very often with 
medal l ions pa in ted by hand, and fre
quent ly covered by brass shades. 
Very handsome s tands a re made in 
Dresden china, t h e va lue of t h e clock 
depending after a ce r ta in m o d e r a t e 
sum for t he works, ent i re ly upon t h e 
mater ia l and workmansh ip of t h e case. 

Sor t ing Amber . 
When g a t h e r e d ambe r is sorted t h e 

pa le pieces go to t h e pipe m a k e r s of 
Turkey. Arabia, E g y p t -and Levant ; 
t h e l igh t bone-colored and veined 
pieces to t h e o r n a m e n t m a k e r s of I ta ly ; 
t h e full yellow to i nne r Africa and the 
South sea islands for t he o r n a m e n t a 
t ion of t he dusky belles and the finer 
g rades to France , Eng l and and the 
United States The water ambe r is 
near ly al l ' •clear," t he mine ambe r is 
genera l ly t h e " c l o u d e d " An a v e r a g e 
price a t t he mine is $4 per pound, b u t 
fine var ie t ies and pieces run up to 
fancy prices. T h e to ta l product ion in 
1890 amounted to 4.441,050 pounds, 
and th i s bids fair to be l a rge ly in
creased. —Tobacco. 

M O D E R N I M P R O V E M E N T S . 

Every t r a n s a t l a n t i c t r ip of t h e lar
ger of t h e ocean l iners costs f rom ft 15,-
000 to $20,000. 

T h e hydrau l ic ra i l road n o w dai ly 
opera ted in Par i s consists of four car
r iages or cars, each hav ing a capaci ty 
of twenty-five passeng-ers. The t r a i n 
runs as smooth ly as a boa t on wate r . 
The re are no wheels , no s team, no 
electricity. Apparen t ly eve ry th ing 
moves on i t s own accord. 

Government engineers have enumer
a ted no less, t h a n 126 r ivers in t h e Mis
sissippi valley, which, in t h e p re sen t 
n a t u r a l s ta te , a re no t avai lable t o 
s t eam navigat ion, b u t which m i g h t be 
made so a t a very reasonable cost. A 
t w o or t h r e e foot nav iga t ion for n ine 
m o n t h s of t h e yea r m i g h t b e secured 
on a to ta l of nea r ly 15,000 miles, a n d 
w i t h a reasonable expendi ture . 

B U S I N E S S B R E V I T I E S . 

Ivory is sensit ive to wea the r . Ex
posure t o cold soon cracks i t and ren
ders bi l l iard bal ls u n t r u e . T h e y are 
easily knocked ou t of shape , too, if no t 
we l l seasoned or n o t wel l made . T h e 
cen t re of t h e t u sk should go t h r o u g h 
t h e cen t re of t h e ba l l t o preserve bes t 
a t r u e spherical form. 

A new Engl i sh p a t t e r n of s ta i r 
t h r e a d is made of a l t e r n a t e s t r ips of 
l ead and steel , t h e lead furn ish ing 
foothold and t h e steel p reven t ing wear. 
T h e lead is cast in grooves in a p la te 
of steel, and i t is asser ted t h a t th is 
form of s tep h a s unusua l durabi l i ty , 
no t wea r ing smooth even under heavy 
t ravel . 

The re is now impor ted in to th i s 
counti-y a pecul iar vegetable mater ia l 
from Orun, a n Alger ian seapor t on the 
Medi te r ranean sea. T h e fibre of th is 
subs tance possesses t h e qua l i ty of 
being ,«=o elast ic t h a t i t can be used as 
a subs t i tu te for spr ings and t h e l ike in 
t h e manufactui-e of fu rn i tu re backs 
and seats ; i t is so expansive,*indeed, 
and so easily affected by h igher 
t empera tu re s in i t s " d ry s t a t e t h a t , 
w h e n ' packed, t he bales have to be 
held in place by means of heavy 
s teel bands . The pecul iar i ty of th is 
grass is t h a t i t thr ives only a round t h e 
volcanic slopes of Oran, and flourishes 
up to wi th in a shor t dis tance of the 
c ra te rs themselves—the l a t t e r being 
a lways in a semi-active s t a t e , and tho 
ea r th a round so w a r m t h a t no t a p lan t 
of any k ind can th r ive or is ever seen 
to g row except th i s steel-like product , 
and t h e prac t ica l value of which 5g 
l ike ly to be fully utilized iu future . 

THIS IS KLEPTOMANIA, 
j *r * * - V - -1 *<„,; , < * 

^ I N S T A N C E S O F T H E F T A M O N G 
i i v ^ W E A L T H Y W O M E N . 

Most Clover Methods Adopted by People 
Socially Prominent—How Madam 

Supplied Her Daughter 
With Barrings. 

"Are t he r e any k lep tomaniacs in 
Louisvi l le?" asked a r ep resen ta t ive of 
the Louisvil le Cour ie r - Journa l . 

T h e F o u r t h s t ree t jewel ler smiled 
at t he question and led Ihe way to a 
quiet corner . His feelings had been 
touched in a sore spot. 

A sho r t t ime ago. according to t h e 
jeweller, a weal thy woman bought a 
d iamond brooch from his s tore and. 
t i r i ng of i t after a few months ' wear 
sent i t back to be worked into a dif
ferent shape. One d iamond was to 
remain over and be r e tu rned loose 
with t h e brooch. T h e woman 's or
ders were carr ied o u t and d iamond 
and brooch, securely wrapped, g iven 
into h e r hands by a t r u s twor thy em
ploye. Ha rd ly had the man r e tu rned 
i rom t h e e r r a n d when the woman tel
ephoned t h a t t he loose d iamond was 
missing. T h e jewel ler was dum-
founded. The messenger de
clared h e had given the package 
lo the woman jus t as he h a d rece ived 
i t from the jeweler. His employer 
believed him. but he could not b r ing 
himself to suspect t h e woman. He 
t h o u g h t she m i g h t have dropped the 
s tone while unwrapp ing the parcel, 
and suggested t h a t explanat ion. But 
t h e woman was positive t h a t no dia
mond was in the parce l when she re
ceived it. T h e r e was only one t h i n g 
to do, and t h a t was to m a k e up the 
loss. This t h e jeweler did, but his 
suspicions were now aroused, and h e 
de termined to be watchful. I t was 
not a g r e a t while before t h e woman 
came to t h e s tore wi th ano the r piece 
of work. She h a d a d iamond which 
she was going to send down to be set 
in a breas tp in . In a few days the 
diamond came, and judge of t h e jew
eler 's surpr ise when he recognized by 
a peculiar flaw, the very diamond he 
h a d r e tu rned with t h e brooch! T h e 
jeweler ' s course was quickly taken. 
H e simply kep t t he .diamond. The 
woman has taci t ly acknowledged h e r 
guilt, for t hough this happened sev
e ra l years ago, she has never had the 
courage to claim it. 

Ano the r woman of a lmost equal 
p rominence used to present each of 
h e r daugh te r s on h e r s ix teenth b i r th 
day with a handsome pa i r of ear r ings . 
W h e n t h e younges t g i r l r eached tha t 
age. he r mothe r went as usual to t h e 
jewelry s tore and asked to look over 
the stock. None of t h e ea r r ings 
seemed to suit her, and r e m a r k i n g 
t h a t she would t ry Mr. So-ana-so, 
a round the corner, she left t he store. 
When the c lerk counted the ea r r ings 
as is t he custom before pu t t i ng t h e m 
away, he found one pa i r missing, and 
notified the propr ie tor . T h e propr ie
tor de te rmined to awai t developments . 
In a few days t h e woman 's d a u g h t e r 
passed t h e s tore wi th the 
missing „e\vels conspicuously display
ed. Glerk and jeweler were both 
confident, but, t h a t t he r e m i g h t be no 
mistakes, t h e „eweler decided to wait 
for a chance to identify t h e m more ac
curately. The woman used to send 
h e r g i r l s ' e a r r i ngs regula r ly to be 
cleaned, and th is was t h e expected 
chance. Soon the ea r r i ngs of the 
e lder daugh t e r s came in, as usual ; but 
those of t he younges t d a u g h t e r were 
not wi th them. The ea r r ings of the* 
older daugh t e r s cont inue a t r egu la r 
in te rva ls to come in, bu t t he pa i r of 
t h e younges t d a u g h t e r a r e cleaned 
e l s ewhe ra One t h ing can .be said to 
the woman 's c r e d i t She is sh rewder 
t han t h e ave rage kleptomaniac . 

Another so-called k lep tomaniac has 
proved more t h a n a ma tch for t h e 
waries t clerk. She seldom leaves a 
s tore bu t t he r e is some ar t ic le missing. 
The shopkeepers know her, and on 
such occasions a bill of wha teve r is 
missed is made out and presented to 
h e r husband. He is evident ly ac
quainted with h e r peculiari t ies, for he 
a lways set t les wi thout a word. An
o the r well-known woman the jewel le r 
once detected t r y i n g to slip a r i n g in to 
h e r p o c k e t T h e pe rcen tage of th ieves 
in t h e upper circles is. of course, ex
ceedingly small, bu t never the less 
much l a rge r t h a n one would suppose. 
T h a t few of these thieves a re men is 
no t surpr i s ing when one r emembers 
t h a t t h e r e is l i t t le sympathy for a 
mascul ine thief of any class, and t h a t 
therefore they a re more l iable to ex
posure. 

Oddly Ad'dre«sed. 
Fostofflce c lerks don ' t app rec i a t e 

jokes of a cer ta in order. Not long 
ago a l e t t e r reached t h e New York 
York gene ra l postoMice seemingly ad
dressed to no one in par t icu lar . But 
on its face was a capi ta l p i c tu re of a 
big, rosy-cheeked apple, s tem and all. 
Unde rnea th it was "New York Ci ty . " 
I t was. to use a postal phrase, "iced" 
— t h a t is, laid aside a m o n g o the r mis
sives dest ined for t h e dead le t t e r of
fice. 

Nobody expected t h a t a c l a iman t 
would tu rn up. but one did. and on 
t h e very day the le t te r arr ived, too. 
H e asked if t he re was • 'Anything for 
Andrew AppeL" 

At first t h e c lerk said " N o , " but 
upon reflection concluded t h a t per
haps h e was in t h e presence of t h e 
owner of the missive. 

In response to inquir ies Mr. Appel 
said h e was expec t ing to receive a 
le t te r from his brother . Sure enough 
the l e t t e r bore t h e pos tmark of t h e 
city named, and t h e c lerk g a v e i t to 
the expec t an t man. , 

"Yes. t ha t ' s for me, " h e r emarked . 
" T h a t looks l ike an apple, don ' t i t? 
Well. I 'm 'An. Appe l . ' An. be ing 
shor t for 'Andrew;" and h e left l augh
ing a t t h e construct ion of h i s b ro ther ' s 
p leasant ry . 

Of al l t h i n g s in t h e wor ld t h a t a re 
" b e t t e r l a t e t h a n never ," going to bed 
certainly r a n k s first. ' 

A REMARKABLE WATCH. '^-7M' 
It Docs Not Injure I t to Turn the Key 

Either Way. 
F rom t ime to t ime t h e r e h a v e ap

peared accounts of cur ious old 
watches, but 1 do not r e m e m b e r ever 
h a v i n g seen an account of any such 
as I am about to describe, s ta tes a 
wr i te r in t h e J ewe le r ' s Review. 
Many yea r s ago I was engaged in 
business in a seapor t town, and on 
this pa r t i cu la r day the re ' h a d a r r ived 
a sh ip with its crew which h a d been 
out some th r ee or four years. When 
the sai lors h a d been paid off they 
made the town qui te lively, ana three 
sai lors came into t h e shop who were 
p re t ty full and m a k i n g lots of fun. 
One of t h e m asked if 1 bough t old 
watches . I hesitated, and finally 
asked to see t h e ar t ic le in question 
H e handed i t to me, saying. .• I t ' s a 
queer old watch;p don ' t m a k e any dif
ference which way you wind" i t " ' 
This seemed very s t r ange and exci ted 
my curiosity. Still I t h o u g h t th is 
chap is drunk, and does not know 
wha t ho is saying. I took the key 
from the bunch and wound i t in t he 
usual way. I t r ied it t h e o the r way 
and it seemingly wound al l r i g h t t h a t 
way. I opened it to look a t t h e me
chanism, bu t t h e r e was no th ing unus
ua l to be seen. T h e watch was an 
ord inary double case bull 's eye Eng l i sh 
watch. Well. I bought t h e watch 
and i t r emained in t h e possesssion 
of t h e p ropr ie to r for near ly th i r ty 
years . Abcut ' seven years ago t h e r e 
appeared m the Horologica l J o u r n a l 
an inquiry a sk ing if any one had ever 
seen such a watch. I t g a v e t h e name 
of t h e maker, who had died yea rs be
fore, and i t adver t i sed the watch, say
ing it was a nice invention, as i t could 
be used even t hough the m a n was 
tipsy, and i t m i g h t be in t rus ted to t h e 
se rvan ts wi thout fear t h a t i t would 
come to grief. I answered and* told 
the person t h a t I had once h a d the 
fuzee of such a watch and had sent i t 
to t h e museum of the Bri t i sh Horolo
gical ins t i tu te in London. I da re say 
i t has been examined by many. T h e 
mechanism was very curious a n d 
l a t h e r difficult to describe. T h e main 
wheel was fast on the arbor, which 
was tu rned very true, and was long 
enough 1 o go t h r o u g h bo th p la tes of 
the watch. T h e r e was a piece which 
went on the a rbor exact ly l ike t h e 
cannon pinion with a square a t the 
top for t he key. T h e pinion a t t he 
bot tom gea red into a small pinion 
t h a t tu rned on a stud which was 
fastened to the main wheel. This in 
tu rn gea red into a n in te rna l gea r 
which was fastened to the fuzee. On 
t h e lower edge of t h e fuzee was cut a 
r a t c h e t as is often seen in old 
watches. Fas tened to t h e fuzee was a 
click t h a t opera ted into the cannon 
pinion. Therefore wh icheve r way 
the key was tu rned i t wound the 
watch. 

•*Vff 

A QUEER TRAVELER. 

Interesting Stories Told of a Small Dog. 
and a Black Cat. 

An engineer emploved on t h e works 
of t h e Yverdon and Simpson ra i lway 
has a l i t t le terr ier , s ta tes t h e London 
Spectator . As he was going away for 
some t ime h e asked a friend a t Yver
don to t a k e chai 'ge of h i s dog Bi„ou 
knew the lady well, and was appa~-
ently qui te happy and comfortable 
bu t in about a week disappeared. 
Mile. J . na tura l ly was much dis
tressed, when, to h e r g rea t relief, she 
received a le t ter from Lausanne, from 
Mr. R . ' s mother, say ing: "Bijou is 
with us; he appeared on Monday . " 

H e remained a t Lausanne a few 
days and then re tu rned to 1 verdon by 
t ra in . This h e repea ted severa l 
times, a lways ge t t i ng out a t t he r i g h t 
station, s tay ing wi th Mme. R. occas
ionally t h r e e days. Needless to say 
al l t h e officials knew h i m well. 
W h e t h e r h e imagined he would find 
h is mas te r a t h is mother ' s house or 
whether, l ike all t h e res t of t h e world, 
h e wanted a change, as h e could not 
tel l us I cannot say. 

My nex t s tory is of a c a t a black 
ca t called Bonnivard, who lives a t 
Montreux". H e has learned how to 
open the door. Your readers know, 
no doubt, t h a t t h e Swiss door handles 
a re different from ours, go ing up and 
down. Bonnivard found t h a t by jump
ing on t h e handles h e could "open t h e 
door. The re is also in th is house a 
g ray cat, who is a g r e a t friend of his . 
One day Pe t e r was oufside and mewed 
to come in His mistress was busy 
wr i t ing and took no notice. Pe t e r 
bocamo more u r g e n t Bonnivard. 
who was asleep on a chair, ra ised his 
head and listened, aud see ing Pe te r ' s 
wants still una t tended to. h e got up. 
walked across t h e room, opened t h e 
door and_ admit ted his friend. I h a v e 
h e a r d t h a t black cats a r e t h e most in
te l l igent and tor toise-shel l ca ts t he 
most amiable of t h e ca t tr ibe. I won
der if t he r e is any g round for this be-
lief? 

One of Nature 's L a w s . 
According to a law of nature , wheii 

a body is cooled it becomes heav ie r 
t n a n when it is h o t T h e r e is one 
except ion to t h e rule, however, and 
t h a t i3 in t h e case of water. Do you 
know how impor t an t t h a t except ion is 
to us? Cool a can of wate r f rom say, 
seventy degrees down to forty de
grees, and then pour i t in to a t ub of 
wa te r whose t empe ra tu r e is w a r m e r 
t h a n foity degrees. You will see t h a t 
t he cooler wa te r will s ink immedi 
ately to t h e bot tom of the tub . T h a t 
is how our seas, lakes and r ive rs ge t 
circulat ion. But when t h e cool ing 
process goes below th i r ty -n ine de
grees, s t r ange to say. t h e wate r be
comes l igh te r t n a n i t was when warm. 
Suppose i t continued, as o the r bodies 
do. to ge t heav ie r as i t go t colder, do 
you not see wha t would happen? Ice, 
as soon as i t formed, would s ink to 
t h e bottom, l aye r upon layer, and 
seas, lakes and r ive rs would be frozen 
solid in winter . Bu t t h e one freezing 
would do for al l t ime, since t h e ho i -
tes t sun of t h e hot tes t summer would 
not t h a w t h e r ig id mass. 


