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CHAPTER L 
Guy H e r b e r t a r r ived in Concord, 

D a k o t a T e r r i t o r y , on t h e noon t r a i n . 
As soon as he h a d removed t h e s t a in s 
of t r ave l and e a t e n his luncheon, n*e 
m a d e h a s t e t o inqu i re h is w a y t o t h e 
office of t h e Concord Blizzard. T h e 
Blizzard w a s reckoned a very p o t e n t i a l 
power t h r o u g h o u t Dako ta , and n o t t o 
have h e a r d of i t w a s synonymous w i t h 
be ing a s t r a n g e r in t h a t p a r t of t h e 
c o u n t r y . A m a n n a m e d Keever—Col. 
Archibald Keever , if you p lease—pre­
sided over t h e des t in ies of t h e Blizzard. 
He was also t h e gu id ing h a n d t h a t 
m an ipu l a t ed t h e affairs of t h e Con­
cord Towns i t e Company in t h o s e 
booming t i m e s of '85. Guy h a d t o do 
w i t h t h e Colonel on m a t t e r s pe r t a in ­
ing t o t h e t own , w e i g h t y m a t t e r s so 
fa r a s Guy was concerned. 

The bui ld ing t h a t h a r b o r e d t h e 
s a n c t u m and i t s accompany ing " p l a n t " 
w a s an u n s i g h t l y two- s to ry s t r u c t u r e 
covered w i t h t a p p a p e r held in place 
by s t r i p s of l a th . A flight of c razy 
s t a i r s c lung t o t h e outs ide , and Guy, 
s o m e w h a t doubt fu l of t h e i r s tabi l i ty , 
laid hold of t h e h a n d r a i l and ascended 

c a u t i o u s l y . At t h e l and ing above he 
t u r n e d sha rp ly t o t h e lef t and w a s 
conf ron ted by a door b e a r i n g t h i s 
p r in t ed p l aca rd : 

Office of the Blizzard, 
Fearless Champion of the Rights of Man, 

In General, 
And of the Republican Party, 

IN PARTICULAR. 
Welcome 

ICTWipe your feet on the mat. 
Guy sc raped h i s shoes ass iduous ly 

a n d passed i n t o t h e s anc tum. One 
would h a r d l y have t h o u g h t t h a t in 
such a m i s t y l i t t l e cubby hole t h e 
powerfu l mind of Archiba ld Keever 
w a s w o n t t o evolve t h o s e g e m s of edi­
t o r i a l wi t which h a d made t h e Blizzard 
vene ra t ed and feared all t h e w a y f rom 
F a r g o t o Bismarck , and f rom S tand ing 
Rock as fa r n o r t h a s T u r t l e Mounta in . 
Ye t such w a s t h e fact . Guy looked 
a b o u t h i m w i t h i n t e r e s t . I n s u r a n c e 
ca lendars , f a r m i n g imp lemen t adver­
t i s e m e n t s , a cheap l i t h o g r a p h of Topsy 
and a n o t h e r of Eliza p u r s u e d by blood­
h o u n d s did t h e i r l i t t l e m i t e t o w a r d 
cover ing t h e r o u g h b o a r d wal l s . T w o 
t en -penny nai ls , affixed t o t h e b o a r d 
wal l by half t h e i r l eng th , suppo r t ed a 
w h i t e h a t and a cane. A window con­
t a i n i n g e igh t panes of d u s t y glass le t 
in a mel low l ight upon t h e g r e a t m a n 
w h o sa t a t a desk, h i s profile t o t h e 
caller , and t o o k no not ice of h im. Evi­
d e n t l y t h e ed i to r w a s in t h e t h r o e s of 
composi t ion . 

Guy h a d no des i re t o i n t e r r u p t and 
r e m a i n e d s t a n d i n g very quie t ly in t h e 
c e n t e r of t h e floor. Scra tch , sc ra tch , 
s c ra t ch . Humped over t h a t an t i qua t ed 
desk w i t h his old s tee l pen, s c r ap ing 
a w a y as for d e a r life. W h a t fire t h e 
Colonel m u s t have been t h r o w i n g in to 
t h a t ed i to r i a l ! Guy observed h im curi ­
ously. 

The Colonel was n o t ta l l , b u t r a t h e r 
s h o r t He was a lso very s tou t—a 
pudgy m a n w i t h a n ex t r eme ly pudgy 
coun tenance . His face w a s red , t h e t i p 
of his nose conspicuously so. He w ore 
a m us t ache and chin wh i ske r s , b o t h 
g r a y and b r i s t l i ng and cu t in t h e fierc­
e s t form compat ib le w i t h h igh r e -
spec tab ih ty . The b e t t e r t o show the 
Colonel's i l lus t r ious bumps , N a t u r e had 
denuded of ha i r t h e g r e a t e r p o r t i o n of 
his scalp Ph reno logy h a d been a pas ­
t ime s tudy of Guy's, and he observed 
how, beginning a t t he t emples , the h i r ­
su t e fr inge borde red t h e Colonel 's 
head, pass ing, a t t he back, no h ighe r 
t h a n t h e t o p m o s t l imi t s of phi lopro-
geni t iveness , imperfec t ly developed. 
Tvv o small eyes, m u r k y , b u t wide a p a r t , 
claimed Guy's final a t t e n t i o n . 

The cal ler realized suddenly t h a t he 
h a d been in t h e office for qui te a con­
s iderable per iod. If t h e Colonel could 
no t g r a n t an interview, he m i g h t say 
so, and Guy would call again. The 
y o u n g man coughed. The Colonel 
f rowned heavily, ra i sed his left hand 
in token of silence and sc ra tched on. 

Guy swung on his heel and s t a r t e d 
for t h e door . 

"Colonel!" cried a shri l l voice. 
"Don ' t let h im ge t away ! Ma}be he 
w a n t s to subsc r ibe ! " 

Guy was s t a r t l ed . He ha l t ed and 
peered about t h e room, finally de tec t ­
ing a cadaverous , ink-begr imed face 
topped wi th a sna r l of red ha i r . T h e 
face was peer ing in to t h e s a n c t u m from 
t h e w o r k r o o m t h r o u g h an unused 
stovepipe hole cut in t h e p a r t i t i o n . 
The red ha i r ed boy g r inned as he 
c a u g h t Guy's eye and dodged away to 
escape a paper -weigh t which t h e Colo­
nel hur led a t h im. The Colonel's a im 
was bad, and Guy observed t h a t t h e 
opening w a s b o r d e r e d w i t h den t s and 
a b r a s i o n s . 

"By g a d ! " exclaimed t h e editor,-an­
gri ly . " T h a t imp h a s knocked t h e t a r 
ou t of one of t h e finest t h i n g s I have 
se t hand t o in m a n y a day. If t h e peo­
ple ever find ou t w h a t t h e y lose on ac­
count of t h a t g race less cub, they ' l l 
r i se up as one m a n a n d h a n g him, no 
doub t abou t i t . " Whir l ing in his pivot 
chai r , he g lowered a t h is cal ler . 

" P e r h a p s I had b e t t e r go and come 
back a t some m o r e convenient t i m e , " 
sa id Guy. / 

"The mischief h a s been done, and 
m y insp i ra t ion is knocked i n t o a 
cocked h a t , " answered t h e Colonel, 

. sof tening . "If you wish t o subscr ibe 
fo r m y excel lent pape r , two-fifty a 
y e a r , in advance, I shal l be p leased to 
e n t e r y o u r n a m e on t h e books . " 

" I p r e s u m e I a m addres s ing Col. 
K e e v e r ? " 

"You are sir, you are." 

" I do n o t w i sh t o subscr ibe , colonel , 
b u t c a m e on o t h e r bus iness . " 

The colonel looked d i sappo in ted ; 
never the less h e waved h i s h a n d hos ­
p i t a b l y t o w a r d a cha i r . 

" V e r y well , sir , w h a t can I do fo r 
y o u ? " 

"My n a m e is H e r b e r t , Guy H e r b e r t , " 
a n s w e r e d t h e y o u n g m a n . The o t h e r 
acknowledged rece ip t of t h e in fo rma­
t ion w i t h a nod. "You w e r e t h e m a n ­
a g e r of t h e Towns i t e Company, w e r e 
you n o t ? " 

" W e r e ! " cried t h e Colonel. " I am, sir, 
a t t he p r e s e n t m o m e n t . " 

" T h r e e m e n owned t h e t o w n s i t e , " 
cont inued Guy; "Mr . H a r l o w Br iggs , 
p r e s i d en t of t h e H. G. <£"Y. r a i l r o a d ; 
Mr. Edward T h o m a s , a l umber dealer 
in St. Pau l , and Mr. Montf ord H e r b e r t . 
Mr. Br iggs and Mr. T h o m a s sold out t a 
Mr. H e r b e r t , and Mr. H e r b e r t — " t h e 
y o u n g m a n ' s voice t rembled—"died 
t w o m o n t h s a g o . " 

"You don ' t t e l l m e ! " e jacu la ted t h e 
Colonel. "Of cou r se I k n o w all a b o u t 
t he c o m p a n y ; in fact , I a m on fa­
mil iar t e r m s w i t h Br iggs and T h o m a s 
and b o t h k n e w and admired—ad­
mired, I say, sir—Mr. Mont fo rd 
H e r b e r t . " The Colonel s e t t l ed back 
in h i s cha i r and shook h is head sad­
ly. "And so H e r b e r t is gone , " h e 
m u r m u r e d . "Th i s n ew s comes w i t h 
appa l l ing suddenness . " 

"Mr. M o n t f o r t H e r b e r t , " r e s u m e d 
Guy, " w a s m y f a t h e r . " 

" Y o u r f a t h e r ! " T h e Colonel s t r u g ­
gled t o h i s feet , r u s h e d u p o n Guy 
and w r e n c h e d h i s h a n d powerfu l ly . 
"My d e a r boy, t h i s would be a h a p p y 
m o m e n t for m e w e r e you n o t t h e 
b e a r e r of such so r rowfu l n e w s . " The 
Colonel d ropped Guy's hand , r e ached 
behind h i m t o t h e t a i l s of h i s coa t 
and b r o u g h t f o r t h a l a r g e b a n d a n n a 
handkerchief . Apply ing t h i s t o h i s 
eyes, h e p roceeded t o pace t h e n a r ­
row confines of t h e s a n c t u m whi le 
ra l ly ing f r o m t h e b low. 

Guy w a s su rp r i s ed a t t h i s m a n i ­
fe s t a t ion of feel ing. H e w a s a w a r e 
t h a t h i s f a t h e r h a d k n o w n Col. Keev­
er wel l ; so wel l t h a t , hav ing acqui red 
en t i r e c h a r g e of t h e t o w n , h e w a s 
on t h e po in t of d i spens ing w i t h t h e 
m a n a g e r ' s services a t t h e t i m e h is 
las t i l lness came u p o n h im. 

H a l t i n g u n d e r t h e s tovepipe hole , 
t he Colonel recovered t h e pape r ­
weight , a g a i n s ea t ed himself a n d 
laid b o t h p a p e r w e i g h t a n d h a n d k e r ­
chief on t h e desk beside h im. 

"As Mr. Br iggs a n d Mr. T h o m a s 
sold o u t t o m y f a t h e r , " observed 

"WE'LL. BEAT THEM, I TELL YOU." 

Guy, " a n d since I am" m y f a t h e r ' s 
sole he i r , i t n a t u r a l l y fol lows t h a t 
I—" Guy h e s i t a t e d . 

" I t n a t u r a l l y fol lows t h a t you own 
the t o w n , " finished t h e colonel. "A 
pr incely inhe r i t ance , m y boy ." 

"Do you t h i n k s o ? " quer ied Guy, 
hopefully. 

" I do, p rovid ing w e can keep t h e 
coun ty s e a t y 

" T h e n I hope Concord will b e ab le 
to keep i t , " r e t u r n e d Guy, fe rvent ly . 
"Aside f rom a few h u n d r e d dol la rs , 
th i s t o w n is al l m y f a t h e r lef t me . 

The Colonel 's face l eng thened . Guy 
observed t h i s and a u g u r e d direful ly. 

" W h a t ' s t h e m a t t e r wfth t h e coun­
t y s e a t ? " h e asked . " I u n d e r s t o o d 
t h a t Concord h a d i t h a r d a n d fas t . " 

"County sea t s , m y boy, a r e pecu l ia r 
i n s t i t u t ions . I n t h i s c o u n t r y i t t a k e s 
a coun ty s e a t t o m a k e a t o w n ; con­
sequent ly , e v e r / s e t t l e m e n t in a coun­
t y t h a t h a s been able t o euchre t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t o u t of a p o s t office feels 
in d u t y bound t o s t e p in and t r y for 
i t . You a r e famil iar , I suppose , w i t h 
t h e fight w e have h a d u p h e r e ? " 

" I k n o w t h a t t h e t o w n of H a r m o n y 
w a s b e a t e n at t h e pol ls a y e a r o r 
m o r e ago . I t h o u g h t t h a t s e t t l ed 
t h e ques t ion . " 

" I t should have se t t l ed t h e ques ­
t ion, b u t i t d idn ' t . H a r m o n y is l ike 
Banquo ' s ghos t , and w o n t down. Do 
you k n o w w h a t t h e H a r m o n y i t e s , un­
d e r t h e l eadersh ip of t h a t a r c h con­
sp i r a to r , Wi lbur Vland ingham, have 
d o n e ? " 

" N o . " 
"Well , I ' l l t e l l you. Two- th i rd s of 

t h e qualified vo te r s of Goodwill coun­
t y have s igned a n d p r e s e n t e d a pe t i ­
t i o n t o the c o u n t y commiss ioners , 
p r a y i n g that t h e c o u n t y s e a t b e r e ­
moved t o H a r m o n y , a n d t h e commis­
s ione r s have ordered a special elec­
t i o n to^be held for the purpose of 
vo t ing upon the question. This, 
mind you, is i n d i r e c t violation of 
t h e law!" The Colonel brought his 

clenched fist down on his desk w i t h 
a vim t h a t m a d e t h e ink l eap ou t of 
i t s s t a n d a n d p r o s t r a t e d t h e pen 
rack . " W h a t s ay t h e s t a t u t e s ? " he 
demanded. " T h e y express ly s t ipu la t e 
t h a t t h e people ' s will, w i t h respec t 
t o c h a n g i n g t h e ^location of coun ty 
sea t s , sha l l be l e a r n e d a t t h e genera l 
e lect ion d i rec t ly fol lowing t h e p re ­
s e n t a t i o n of t h e pe t i t i on p r a y i n g for 
such change . Now t h e y have called a 
special elect ion. A s a n d b a g game, 
s i r ! Robbery , r a n k r o b b e r y ! " 

"If i t ' s i l legal, w h y c a n ' t i t b e 
s t o p p e d ? " asked Guy. 

The Colonel 's i nd igna t ion dropped 
a w a y and he smiled indulgent ly . 

"This is Dako ta , m y d e a r young 
man . T h e Commiss ioners a r e unde r 
t h e t h u m b of Vland ingham. B u t you 
wai t . Archiba ld Keever is t o t h e fore 
and t h e Blizzard l ives! We'll bea t 
t hem, I te l l you ." 

" H o w ? " 
The Colonel t a p p e d h i s b r o w sig­

nificantly. 
" I t r equ i re s a two- th i rd s vote t o 

c a p t u r e t h e c o u n t y s e a t a w a y f rom 
u s , " h e repl ied. " I have a r r a n g e d 
m a t t e r s so t h a t H a r m o n y will never 
be able t o ro l l u p a sufficient major­
i ty . " The Colonel a r o s e and walked 
t o t h e window. "Come he re , Mr. Her­
b e r t . " Giiy passed over and stood 
bes ide h im "Behold m y confidence 
in t h e ou tcome , " added t h e Colonel, 
w i t h a sweep of h i s a r m . 

W h a t Guy saw w a s a ten-by-fifteen 
bui ld ing in p rocess of cons t ruc t ion 
At l eas t a dozen m e n w e r e work ing 
upon i t and even a novice like Guy 
could see t h a t t h e y w e r e very much 
in each o t h e r ' s way . 

"A lo t of c a r p e n t e r s for a small 
house like t h a t , " commen ted t h e 
y o u n g m a n 

" I should say s o , " chuckled t h e 
Colonel. "Those m e n w e r e b r o u g h t 
in f rom J i m t o w n and t h e y ' r e voters , 
e \ e r y m o t h e r ' s son of t h e m I've go t 
o t h e r s bu i ld ing r o a d s and repa i r ing 
b r idges . " H e closed one of his m u r k y 
l i t t l e eyes , slowly and s ly l j \ "They' l l 
vo te a s I te l l t h e m to , Mr. Herbe r t , 
and the re ' l l be enough of t h e m to 
kill H a r m o n y t o o dead t o skin." He 
t h r e w u p t h e window. "Hello, the re , 
J o r d a n ! " h e called t o a m a n who was 
w o r k i n g languid ly w i t h a saw. "You 
fel lows a r e g e t t i n g a long a l t oge the r 
t o o l a s t . T a k e a lay-off t h i s af ter­
noon ." I n s t a n t l y all w o r k ceased, 
too l s w e r e lef t w h e r e l a s t used and 
t h e 12 w o r k m e n h u r r i e d a w a y in a 
body. The Colonel closed t h e win­
dow and beamed upon Guy compla­
cent ly . " T h a t ' s t h e cour thouse 
t h e y ' r e bui ld ing ," h e added. 

" R a t h e r a smal l cou r thouse , isn' t 
i t ? " 

"Oh, i t will g row, i t will g row " 
"Where does t h e money come 

f r o m ? " inqui red Guy, anxiously 
"Don ' t w o r r y a b o u t t h e money, my 

boy. I sold a b a t c h of l o t s t o a ten­
de r foo t a few weeks ago, and i t ' s 
h i s m o n e y t h a t ' s doing al l t h i s . " 

" I t doesn ' t seem j u s t r i g h t t o rush 
vo te r s in in t h a t way, Col. Keever " 

"Any th ing ' s r i g h t t h a t ' s successful 
up in t h i s t e r r i t o r y . This is m y lit­
t l e p lan and of course H a r m o n y isn ' t 
l ay ing back on i t s o a r s and wai t ing 
for me t o g r a b t h e pe r s immons 
Vland ingham and h is l i eu t enan t s , 
Dingle, H a r p , Blue and Boomer , a r e 
go ing t o do some th ing , b u t j u s t w h a t 
r e m a i n s t o be seen. They have a 
t o w n m e e t i n g over a t H a r m o n y to ­
n i g h t t o discuss w a j s and m e a n s for 
g e t t i n g ahead of m e ! " The Colonel's 
smile faded in to a look of t roub le . 
" I ' d give a h u n d r e d do l la r s , " said he, 
t o k n o w w h a t k ind of a scheme t h e y 
h a t c h up a t t h a t m e e t i n g They ' l l 
have lynx-eyed m e n on wa tch , how­
ever, t o m a k e s u r e t h a t no Concord 
fel lows ge t in . " 

The Colonel t u r n e d and wandered 
reflectively a b o u t t h e office. Guy sa t 
down aga in and wa tched him 
though t fu l ly . F ina l ly t h e Colonel 
ha l ted , t h r u s t h i s t h u m b s in to t h e 
a r m holes of h i s ves t and dec la red : 

"Herbe r t , you ' r e t h e m a n ! " 
"The m a n for w h a t ? " ' 
"To r u n over t o H a r m o n y and take 

in t h a t mee t ing . You ' re a s t r a n g e r in 
th is section, and t h e j v\ on' t know you 
from Adam Be careful , though , and 
don ' t give j ou r se l f a w a j Feel ing is 
r u n n i n g high and b o t h sides a re ex-
ceedmg'v b i t t e r If 30U were to be 
found out j o n ' d have a rough experi­
ence Ever c a r r j a r evo lve r?" 

"No " 
"Then aret one I haven ' t anv th ing 

bu t the office gun and can ' t spa re t h a t . " 
"Col. Keever, ' ' =aid Guy, reddenjng. 

" I ' m not going to make a sp j out of 
m j self." 

" T u s h ! t u s h ! You ' re no t doing any­
th ing d ishonorable . I'd cut m j tongue 
out before I'd counsel a n y t h i n g of t h a t 
kind. You' re a high minded young 
man—I can see t h a t a t a glance and I 
admire 3 ou for i t . But those fellows 
on the o the r side of the county are 
b l ackgua rds , every one of t hem They 
a re l a j i n g the i r p lans to s tea l the coun­
t y seat away f rom 3 ou and all j ou a re 
to do is to discover w h a t t h e i r p lans 
a re , if possible, so we may ba lk them 
in the i r nefa r ious a t t e m p t . My boy, 
you have something like 1,200 lo ts in 
th is town. T h a t means a fo r tune for 
3 ou if we can keep the coun ty sea t . 
If w e lose the county seat j ' o u r lo ts will 
be w o r t h jus t w h a t they ' l l b r ing for 
f a r m i n g purposes , and no more Nor 
is t h a t the wor s t of i t . Le t H a r m o n y 
win in th is election and everj ' man , 
woman and child now living in Concord 
will pull up s t akes and move over to the 
o the r town." 

"They wouldn ' t leave the i r homes 
and the i r p laces of /bus iness , would 
t h e y ? " queried Guy, aghas t . 

"Not much they wouldn ' t leave 'em 
—they'd t a k e 'em along. You could 
p u t wheels unde r the na t i ona l capi tol 
and move i t a long a hundred miles over 
these p ra i r i es w i t h o u t j a r r i n g ou t a 
br ick or a chunk of m o r t a r . My word 
for i t , Mr. H e r b e r t , let H a r m o n y win 
and thece won't be so much as a hen-

L 

coop lef t to m a r k the s i te of the p res ­
ent t own of Concord." 

" I ' l l go , " said Guy. \ 
" I t h o u g h t you would," r e tu rned the 

Colonel, approvingly. "There ' s a 
f re ight down a t 6:30. Take t h a t . " 

"Copy. C-o-p-y!" bawled a voice 
t h r o u g h a hole in the pa r t i t i on . 

The Colonel made a dive for the pa­
per weight and the red-headed p r i n t e r 
vanished in a flash. 

"I ' l l have to gr ind out some stuff for 
t h a t rascal , or he ' l l drive me c r a z y ! " 
exclaimed the Colonel, t o s s ing his 
hands . 

"Then I won ' t bothe> you any long ­
er . " said Guy. 

"You' l l have to be d iscree t ," w e n t on 
the Colonel, following the young m a n 
to the door "Don ' t let those H a r m o n y 
chaps get an inkl ing as to who you a re 
or w h a t you ' re the re for. t h a t ' s all. 
Keep your p lans to yourself and don ' t 
ta lk abou t t h e m to any one in th is 
place. There ' s a bad leak in this com-
muni t3 somewhere , and more t h a n one 
choice plan of mine h a s floated out of 
it and drifted over to the enemy. 
Sharp ' s the word and I shall expect a 
good r e p o r t f rom 3 ou in the m o r n i n g . " 

The Colonel gave the 3 0ung man ' s 
hand a p a r t i n g gr ip , closed the door on 
him and then seated himself before his 
desk and resumed his sc ra tch ing . 

"He 's cla> in my h a n d s , " soliloquized 
the Colonel, bl i thely. " I can do as I 
please wi th him, and can m a k e or m a r 
the fu ture of th is town—whichever is 
the more prof i table ." 

Out in the w o r k r o o m the red-headed 
p r i n t e r had been doing some pecul iar 
th ings The momen t Guv had left he 
had t h r u s t the brush end of a b room 
'but t h r o u g h the open window; then , on 
the reverse side of an old piece of copy, 
he had wr i t t en the fol lowing: 

"Guv H e r b e r t , son of the la te Mont­
for t H e r b e r t , arr ived in Concord at 
noon and at th is hour—two p m —has 
jus t left the old man . He's go ing over 
to the town mee t ing to-night to get 
some po in te r s . Watch out for h im. 
He 's about t w e n t j - t w o or th ree , five 
feet eleven or possibly six feet ta l l , 
da rk ha i r and mus t ache , and looks as 
t hough he was buil t for bus iness . " 

T h a t w as all. The p r i n t e r ne i the r ad­
dressed the no t e nor signed i t , and the 
momen t he finished wr i t i ng the l as t 
word a- soft t a p fell on the back door. 

The p r i n t e r made h a s t e t o a n s w e r 
the knock. A man stood outs ide a t the 
head of the r e a r s ta i rwa3—a s t r a p p i n g 
big fellow wi th his t r o u s e r s tucked in 
his boot tops, tie and the p r i n t e r ex­
changed winks as the scrap of paper 
was handed over Then the b ig fel low 
noiselesslv descended and the p r i n t e r 
no i se l e s s^ closed the door and re ­
moved the b room from the window. 

T h a t " l e ak" was through, the stove­
pipe hole ' in the Blizzard office. 

CHAPTER I I . 
IN THE HOSTILE CAMP. 

Guy had four h o u r s and a half at his 
disposal before the f re ight t r a in left 
Concord, and he made up his mind t h a t 
he would p u t in t h e t ime looking over 
the town. Before descending the de­
crepi t s t a i r s leading from the Blizzard 
office, he l ingered a t the top to scan 
the th ree po in t s of t he compass t h a t 
lay open to him. As the bui lding occu­
pied by the newspaper was well a t the 
foot of the main t h o r o u g h f a r e , nearly 
the whole of Concord lay unde r the 
young man ' s eye. 

Cer ta inly no eulogies were to be 
wasted upon t h a t collection of houses 
and s to res . The pr incipal s t r ee t had 
roads debouching to left and r igh t . 
Buildings were no t huddled t o g e t h e r ; 
on the contrar3 r , they were far a p a r t , 
wi th s t r e t ches of virgin p ra i r i e be­
tween them. I t had been the polic3 of 
the Towns i t e company to dona te a lot 
in each block in the residence por t ion 
to any one who would build a house 
upon i t . F o r th is reason , near ly every 
dwelling had a block to itself. 

Main s t ree t began at the N o r t h e r n 
Pacific depot and ran sou th for half a 
mile be jond the Blizzard building, the 
l a t t e r closing up the ragged file of 
store s t r u c t u r e s J u s t sou th of the 
depot w as a huge , barn- l ike hote l . The 
hotel , be ijt observed, a lways formed 
the nucleus of the " b o o m " town. 
Across f rom the ho te l was the office of 
a rea l e s t a t e a g e n t ; south of tha t , on 
the same side, was a bui lding erected 
bv the Townsi te c o m p a n j for a bank; 
then the re was a d rug s to re and then 
Mr Benjamin Glimmer 's Empor ium, 
and then a liverv s table , the l a t t e r al­
most opposite the Blizzard bui lding 
Between the l a t t e r and the hote l was 
the new cour thouse . 

As Guy gave f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n t o 
the cou r thouse he saw someth ing 
which had before escaped him, namely, 
a w e a t h e r vane This vane was cu t 
in to t h e profile of a man ' s head, hand 
before t h e face, t h u m b to the nose and 
digi ts ou t spread . The head looked 
s teadi ly and insolent ly w e s t w a r d and 
refused to move wi th t h e n o r t h w e s t 
wind. Guy's a n g e r a rose a t t h e s ight . 
He had no idea w h a t such a vane migh t 
mean, b u t h e would t o l e r a t e n o t h i n g 
of t h a t kind in his t o w n T h a t vane 
was t o come down in a very s h o r t t ime , 
even if h e had to remove i t himself. 

Descending t h e s t a i r s he w e n t over 
to t h e Empor ium and in t roduced him­
self t o t h e p rop r i e to r . Mr. Glimmer 
was a s lender m a n of sal low complex­
ion and looked a t t h e wor ld t h r o u g h 
i ron-framed spectacles . He was glad 
to m e e t Guy and p re sen ted h im t o sev­
eral c i t izens; a m o n g o the r s , El isha 
McQuilkin, t h e p o s t m a s t e r , Lemuel 
Bilkins, a y o u t h of h a r m l e s s aspect , 
whose abnorma l ly long and spider-like 
legs we re t h e s t and ing joke of t h e 
town; Chr i s topher Waffle, jus t ice of 
t h e peace and p r o p r i e t o r of a t h r e sh ­
ing outfit, and Bill Comfort , who oper­
a t ed J u d g e Waffle's engine. Conver­
sa t ion wi th t h e s e gen t l emen revealed 
such a d ep th of an imos i ty and b i t t e r ­
ness over t h e county-sea t ques t ion 
t h a t Guy w a s surpr ised. 

"The H a r m o n y folks have t h r e a t ­
ened t o come down on u s l ike Assyri­
ans on t h e fold and r u n off w i th t h e 
county records," observed Mr Glim­

mer, h is t h in lips compres s ing and his 
eyes g leaming t h r o u g h his g lasses . 
"We'l l fool 'em if t h e y t r y i t on, I can 
te l l you. I 've only t o pull t h i s rope" 
—he laid his h a n d on a rope t h a t dan­
gled t h r o u g h a ho le in t h e ceiling— 
" a n d 'a bell on t h e roof '11 r i n g ou t a 
w a r n i n g and b r i n g every ci t izen t o t h e 
new cou r thouse . " 

"And every cit izen will b r i n g a g u n , " 
snapped Waffle. 

"And use i t if necessa ry , " t h u n d e r e d 
McQuilkin. 

Coming f rom t h e fa i r ly peaceable 
confines of Chicago t h i s wa r l i ke lan­
g u a g e filled Guy w i t h cons iderable ap ­
prehens ion . I t l ikewise gave h im a r e ­
al izing sense of t h e d a n g e r of t h e mis­
sion he was abou t t o u n d e r t a k e . If the 
H a r m o n y people were a roused in a 
s imilar degree , t o be discovered t a k ­
ing no t e s a t t he i r t own mee t i ng would 
mean—Guy ref ra ined f rom fol lowing 
ou t t h i s t r a i n of t h o u g h t . He did n o t 
ca re t o an t i c ipa t e t h e d i sas te r which 
would p r o b a b l y befal l h im in case of 
discovery. T r u t h t o tel l , t h i s w o r k 
w a s be ing e n t e r e d upon aga ins t t h e 
counsel of h i s hono r . I n love and war , 
however , a l l m e a n s a r e supposed to be 
fa i r and h e w a s endeavor ing t o apply 
t h a t pr inciple t o t h e p r e s e n t case. 
Never the less h e w a s t roub led . 

T h e 6:30 o'clock f r e igh t h a d a few 
cases of me rchand i se for Concord and 

FAIRLY INTO THE YOUNG MAN'S 
ARMS. 

whi le t h e s e we re be ing unloaded Guy 
climbed in to t h e caboose on t h e r e a r 
of t h e t r a i n . 

"I 've counted a s m a n y as t h r e e peo­
ple, f a t h e r , " b r o k e upon Guy's e a r s in 
a feminine voice t h a t was r ichly mu­
sical. 

"One of t h o s e is t h e s t a t i o n agen t , 
Be t ty , and doesn ' t coun t , " repl ied a 
voice of mascul ine t imbre , so deep i t 
was a lmos t a roa r . 

Guy discovered t h e second speake r 
i n s t an t ly . He was a l a rge m a n wear ­
ing a b lack slouch h a t and was s i t t i ng 
on a s ea t t h a t r a n a long t h e side of 
t h e car , h is eyes close t o a window 
and eager ly observing t h e town . 

The o t h e r speake r was n o t so easily 
located, b u t Guy found h e r a t l a s t . 
She w a s perched on a s tool up in t h e 
" lookou t , " or cupola, and w a s also 
s tudy ing t h e m a i n s t r e e t w i t h eage r 
gaze. 

" I w a s going t o ca t ch a g l impse of 
t h e ga l l an t Colonel," cont inued t h e 
gir l , w i t h a r ipple of l a u g h t e r . "Sub­
t r a c t h im f rom Concord and t h e r e ­
su l t is n a u g h t " 

" H u h ! " exclaimed t h e f a the r , wi th ­
ou t looking a round . "Keever is t h e 
b igges t c ipher in t h e whole lay-out . 
Everybody will know t h a t one of t hese 
days . " 

" I can ' t u n d e r s t a n d , " w e n t on t h e 
gir l , " w h y m o r e people haven ' t come 
down t o see t h a t t h e t r a i n a r r ives and 
d e p a r t s p rope r ly . " 

" P a r d o n m e , " p u t in Guy, whimsic­
ally, h a l t i n g below t h e 3 oung lady and 
looking up a t her , " t h e people h e r e do 
n o t mani fes t t h e same in t e r e s t in a 
f r e igh t t h a t t h e y do in a passenger . 
Besides, t h e r e a r e t w o m e n and a dog 
behind t h e depot whom you have over­
looked. 

The l a rge m a n a t t h e side of t h e ca r 
swi tched a round and fixed his eyes on 
t h e speaker . The gir l also t u r n e d in 
h e r sea t in a s t a r t l ed way and looked 
down. 

She w a s a very handsome girl , h e r 
fine, clean-cut f ea tu re s possess ing t h e 
c h a r m of womanly reso lu t ion and 
firmness. S y m m e t r y was t h e k e y n o t e 
of face and form, and t h e eyes, t h e 
lips and t h e square , dimpled chin, al l 
to ld of under ly ing s t r e n g t h . F r o m 
t h e viewpoint of a phys iognomis t she 
del ighted Guy, and i t m a y be t h a t t h e 
joy of h i s c h a r a c t e r s tudy b e t r a y e d i t­
self, for t h e y o u n g lady suddenly as ­
sumed a h a u g h t y a i r which became 
h e r amazingly. She vouchsafed h im 
a frigid s t a r e , tossed he r head disdain­
fully, and then—well , j u s t t h e n t h e 
t r a i n gave a terrif ic j e r k in t h e un­
comfor tab le m a n n e r t h a t all f re ight 
t r a i n s have, and t h e young lady was 
p rec ip i t a t ed f rom h e r perch fa i r ly and 
squa re ly in to t h e y o u n g man ' s a r m s . 
Guy w a s a good sai lor and able t o keep 
his feet in t h e h a r d e s t kind of a blow, 
so h e remained upr igh t , and was able 
t o save t h e young lady f rom any ill 
effects t h a t m i g h t have accompanied 
h e r fall. U n d o u b t e d l y T h e w a s g r a t e ­
ful, b u t she did n o t show it . H e r face 
w a s in a flame as Guy re leased her , and 
h e r whi te t e e t h closed b i t ingly on her 
r ed unde r lip. 

" Jup i t e r , b u t t h a t w a s nea t ly 
d o n e ! " exclaimed t h e l a rge man , 
hea r t i l y . "Be t ty , w h y don ' t you 
t h a n k h i m ? T h a t d r o p m i g h t have 
h u r t you, m y gi r l . " 

"Had h e n o t a t t r a c t e d m y a t t e n ­
t ion , " flared Miss Be t t y , " I would 
n o t have los t m y hold. These f re ight 
t r a i n s a r e s imply insufferable and 
t h i s is t h e very l a s t t i m e I shall ever 
ride on one ." 

"Allow m e , " said Guy. 
S tooping h e picked up a chain 

brace le t which had become unclasped 
from Miss Betty's d a in ty wrist. She 
took i t from him, replaced it around 
her glove, and then seated herself on 
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one of the side seats just where t h e 
last flicker of sunlight touched her 
reddish hair into gold. A very pret ty 
picture she was, too, s i t t ing stiffly 
erect in her in jured d ign i ty a n d look­
ing n e i t h e r t o r i g h t nor left . The 
la rge m a n shif ted h is tw ink l ing eyes 
from h e r and gave Guy a wink . 

" W h a t ' s y o u r l i n e ? " h e asked . 
" I don ' t u n d e r s t a n d you , " r e t u r n e d 

Guy. 
"Drummer , I t a k e i t ? " The l a r g e 

man squin ted a b o u t Guy's vicini ty as 
t hough sea rch ing for sample cases . 

Guy w a s annoyed , especial ly a s 
Miss B e t t y ' s sense of t h e r id iculous 
prevailed over al l and al lowed a smile 
to t w i t c h at t h e co rne r s of h e r 
mou th . 

"You a r e mi s t aken , s i r ," said Guy. 
" I a m n o t a d r u m m e r . " 

"Been long in Concord?" 
"A few h o u r s only." 
" T h a t w a s a s long as you could 

s t and i t , I suppose . Well, I don ' t 
b lame you. If you w a n t t o make a 
l i t t le money d u r i n g t h i s boom you 've 
go t t o buy lo t s in a live t o w n l ike 
Harmony . My n a m e ' s Vlandingham, 
young m a n " 

Guy h a d been on t h e po in t of say­
ing t h a t he a l r eady had m o r e lo t s 
t h a n h e knew w h a t t o do with, b u t 
t he l a rge man ' s a n n o u n c e m e n t of h i s 
n a m e caused h im t o t a k e a n o t h e r 
course . He re undoubted ly was t h e 
very Vland ingham who had t h e coun­
t y commiss ioners unde r his t h u m b 
and was t h e r ing leader of t h e con­
sp i racy t o s tea l t h e coun ty sea t 
a w a y f rom Concord. Guy became 
w a r y on t h e i n s t a n t . 

"My n a m e is H e r b e r t , Mr. Vland­
ingham," said he . " I am going over 
to have a look a t H a r m o n y . " 

"Mr. H e r b e r t , m y daugh te r , Miss 
El izabeth Vland ingham." 

The easy fami l ia r i ty of t h e n o r t h ­
wes t had long since claimed Wilbur 
Vland ingham for i t s own and h e 
p r e sen t ed t h e s t r a n g e r t o his daugh­
t e r w i t h a cheerful d i s regard of t h e 
p ropr i e t i e s . , B u t if h e fo rgo t himself 
Miss B e t t y w a s f a r f rom being ru led 
by h is example . To Guy's p rofound 
bow she r e t u r n e d only t h e c u r t e s t 
of nods , t w o l i t t l e wr ink le s b e t w e e n 
h e r b r o w s showing h e r d isapproval 
of h e r f a t h e r ' s ac t ions . Mr. Vlan­
d ingham smiled and winked aga in . 

' " H a r m o n y , " h e resumed, "is m y 
town, Mr. H e r b e r t . 

"Our t o w n , " cor rec ted Miss Be t ty . 
"Certa inly , m y love," defe r red h e r 

f a t h e r ; "wha t eve r is mine will some 
day be y o u r s . " He t u r n e d once m o r e 
t o Guy. " H a r m o n y is go ing t o have 
t h e coun ty sea t , Mr. H e r b e r t , and 
t h e m o m e n t t h e r e s u l t of t h i s sper 
cial e lect ion is k n o w n lo t s will go 
u p wi th a j u m p . " Lean ing sidewise 
confidentially h e t apped Guy on t h e 
knee . " T a k e my advice. Buy a few 
lo t s now before t h e r ise " 

"I ' l l have to t h ink about i t , " said Guy. 
"Of course ; and while j o u are th ink­

i n g abou t i t you a re to accept the hos ­
p i t a l i ty of m y humble home . " 

Miss B e t t y sho t a quick glance of 
p r o t e s t in h e r f a the r ' s direct ion. 

"Really, Mr. Vland ingham," an­
swered Guy, I couldn ' t t h ink of such a 
t h ing . " 

I t was one t h ing to prevent his for­
tunes be ing wrecked by r econno i t e r ing 
the enemy, b u t i t is qui te a n o t h e r t h ing 
t o s i t a t tab le wi th the genera l of the 
hos t i le camp and ca r ry the espial i n t o 
h i s very household. Guy drew a line 
at t h a t . 

"Nonsense ! " cried Vlandingham. " I 
w o n ' t have i t any o t h e r way. You're 
going wi th me and I won ' t t a k e no for 
an answer . " 

" I t is imposs ible ," r e t u r n e d Guy, 
firmly. 

"By J u p i t e r , we' l l see about t h a t . 
In my own town—beg pardon , Be t ty , 
o u r own town—th ings go a b o u t a s I— 
as we—want them to go ." 

" I apprec ia te y o u r k indness , " said 
Guy, embar ra s sed by the pe r s i s t en t 
n a t u r e of Vlandingham's hospi ta l i ty , 
"bu t I canno t impose upon you . " 

" Impose ! H e a r t ha t , B e t t y ? He 
t a l k s of imposing on me—on us—after 
saving your life, my gi r l ! Th ink of 
how you would now be lying crushed 
and b roken on t h a t car floor b u t for h i s 
heroic ass i s t ance! J u p i t e r ! Mr. Her ­
be r t , I owe you a debt of g r a t i t u d e . 
Buy two l o t s a t the p resen t price and 
I ' l l t h r o w in two more . Now. t h e n ! " 

Guy was overwhelmed. Miss B e t t y 
bowed he r head and he r shou lde r s 
moved convulsively. 

"See h o w m y d a u g h t e r is affected!" 
cried Vlandingham. "She u n d e r s t a n d s 
how much we owe vrou, Mr. He rbe r t , 
and—" 

A smothered laugh came from Miss 
Be t t y . She looked up presen t ly , 
s t r a i g h t e n i n g he r face wi th an effort. 
Guy was chagr ined. The more he s aw 
of El izabeth Vland ingham the more he 
wished they had me t unde r happ ie r 
c i rcumstances 

"My fa ther , Mr. H e r b e r t , " r e m a r k e d 
t h e y o u n g lady, " is very anx ious t o sell 
o u r lo ts . He has f o r g o t t e n t h a t t h e r e 
a r e none for sa le ." 

" W h a t ? " gasped Vlandingham, 
a g h a s t . 

"Af te r t h e elect ion t h e lo t s will be 
w o r t h double whajt t h e y a r e now, a n d 
w h y should w e divide our profits w i th 
a n y o n e ? " 

Miss B e t t y had a del ightful ly con.-
t r a r y n a t u r e . H a d Guy accepted h e r 
f a t h e r ' s hosp i t a l i t y she would have 
been se t a g a i n s t h im; b u t n o w H h a t he 
h a d de te rmined n o t t o accept , she w a s 
equal ly de te rmined t h a t h e should. 

"Mr. H e r b e r t , " she w e n t on, "a l low 
m e t o second m y f a t h e r ' s inv i ta t ion . 
We shal l be g lad t o have you s t a y at 
Willowview while* you a r e in H a r ­
mony . " 

The w i t c h e r y of h e r b lue eyes made 
t h e t e m p t a t i o n a power fu l one, ye t 
Guy shook his head . T h e n t h e b lue 
eyes g r e w imper ious . 

"You m u s t ! " dec la red Miss Be t ty , 
and Guy yielded under m e n t a l pro­
test . 

A few m i n u t e s l a t e r t h e y w e r e i n 
Harmony, descending from the ca-
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