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Slogan of t h e Nat ional 
Deep Water-way Conven
tion I n N e w Orleans to 
Be At t ended by Pres i 
den t Taft. J+ . j * 

ifliill 
Meet ing Will Deal Wi th 

"Proposed Widening of 
R i v e r R o u t e s — Projects 
of I m m e n s e I m p o r t a n c e 
t o t h e United States. j » 

' By JAMES A. EDGERTON. 

IP the dikes hold. President Taft 
will go by boat from St. Louis to 
the deep waterway convention at 
New Orleans. It will be a crucial 

test and will show whether all the 
money spent by the government on the 
Father of Waters has been in vain. 
Should the president succeed in mak
ing the whole trip without the banks 
giving way congress may be encour
aged to spend a few more hundred 
millions on the great river. This was 
doubtless the idea of the deep water
way people when they invited the 
president to take the steamboat trip. 
If the Mississippi is strong enough to 
withstand the extra strain it is cer
tainly strong enough to be made into 
a ship canal. It was a great scheme, 
for it would work either way. If the 
dikes did not bold, congress would 
have to vote money to re-enforce them 
Thus the appropriation was safe what
ever happened. They had it coming 
and going. Whoever suggested the 
presidential trip down the Mississippi 
is a genius. 

The ship canal from the great lakes 
to the gulf is bound to como. Roose
velt favored it. Taft favors it. Uncle 
Joe Cannon favors it, and all it now 
lacks is the consent of Senator Ald-
Tich. As it is not located in Rhode Is
land, Aldrich has not become wildly 
enthusiastic in its favor. But Aldrich 

to own a ship canal to Joliet whether 
she ever got it to New Orleans or not. 

Now the state of Illinois has voted 
twenty millions more to carry it from 
Joliet toward the Mississippi. Even 
When it reaches the big river, how
ever, the work will only be started, for 
the great task lies in straightening, 
deepening and making permanenttne 
channel of that stream itself. If the 
Father of Waters were a well be
haved, dependable river that would 
stay put, matters would be simplified, 
but it has a habit of changing Its 
course overnight, so that its pilots 
must learn it all over every trip. This 
Is not only hard on the pilots, but on 
the boats, which may run on a new 
sand bar or a sunken log at any mo
ment. It is one thing to dig a ship 
canal and another to make it stay dug. 
especially if it is in the Mississippi. 
Today the channel may be all right, 
and tomorrow it may be a mile away, 
running over somebody's plantation. 
Moreover, the river is so big and car
ries such a volume of water that it is 
hard to discipline it. 

An Elevated River. 
Most rivers run in a trough, but the 

Mississippi runs on a ridge. It is 
higher than the surrounding country. 
This elevation it has built up itself 
through the vast amounts of sediment 
that it tears out of the landscape and 
carries downstream. A man may not 
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Will not live forever and it is said 
will retire in 1011. His retirement 
may mean the ship canal's arrival, or 
if not then it will put in an appear
ance later. Nothing can stop it. Jt 
has been a long time.coming, but is 
almost here. The refrain "fourteen 
feet in the valley" will be sung till 
Chips run from Joliet to Baton Rouge. 

At the Now Orleans convention. 
Which lasts from Oct. 30 to Nov. 2. 
President Taft will speak the first 
day, Vice President Sherman the sec
ond day and Speaker Cannon the third 
day. This shows that the deep water
way scheme is already drawing deep 
water. There will be so many govern
ors present that it will be easier to 
name those that are not on hand than 
those that are. There will also be 
such a numerous delegation of con
gressmen and senators that it will 
look like a session of congress on pork 
day. All these governors, senators 
and congressmen will follow the presi
dent down the river. It is question
able if so much greatness was ever be
fore afloat on one stream at one time. 
If the Mississippi can get away with 
all that, it can bear up under the ship
ping of the world. 

Chicago Drainage Canal. 
The only reasons the lakes to gulf 

canal has not been dug before this are 
t h a t it costs a bunch of money and 
the engineers have not finished figur
ing out how t8 do it. Chicago has 
made a start by digging her drainage 
ditch, which she calls by the more po
lite name of the sanitary canal and 
St. Louis calls names that aire not fit 
to print. The sanitary canal extends 
as far as Joliet and really is a large 
even if it is not a beautiful or sweet 
smelling stream. Chicago might have 
<iug it much smaller and h::d it aitir'« 
for sanitary purposes. j,nt that is n.t 
Chicago's wcy. She was determined 

be able to lift himself by the boot 
straps, but the Mississippi has done 
something like that. It is not only a 
restless but an aspiring stream that 
wants to climb. 

Dikes on the Mississippi are as nec
essary as the dikes of Holland. If it 
were not for them the lower river 
would wander all over the scenery. 
New Orleans would be another Venice. 
Some of the Louisiana and Mississippi 
plantations would have to be cultivat
ed by submarines. That is the reason 
Mississippi floods cause seven differ
ent kinds of consternation in the lower 
valley. The dikes do not always hold, 
and it is hard to repair them with sev
eral million tons of water pressing 
through. It is hoped, however, that 
there will be low water when Taft 
makes his trip, so that the unusual 
weight will not cause an inundation. 
Perhaps the original idea in having' 
Mark Twain pilot the president's boat 
was to relieve the strain. Mark has £ 
way of lightening things up. He was 
afraid to tackle the job, however. Per
haps he reflected that the congressmen 
in the follow up boats might have a 
number of undelivered speeches in 
their heads, and these would be so 
heavy they would cause the river to 
bulge still more. 

One of the deep waterway conven
tions was held at Memphis, and this 
was attended by Mr. Roosevelt, who 
also went to it in a boat. Nothing 
more disastrous happened than that 
the president ripped a steamboat cap
tain up the back. Nobody remembers 
what the captain did, but everybody 
recalls what Roosevelt said. How 
could they forget? Thus words some
times live longer than deeds. At that 
time the president expressed himself 
in an enthusiastic way for the ship 
canal (.« a general proposition, but re
fuse* to go into details. Perhaps 
t»»— «?3 of the shifting bed of the 

Mississippi made him sidestep' being 
too specific. If that river can be made 
to settle down and stay a t home it-wfi*. 
save t r o u b l e / - | ^ p | l f e g ? | r 

"Fourteen Feet Through the y* l -
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That the supporters of the deep wa
terway are in earnest is shown by the 
fact that they have written poetry 
about it. This poetry evidently came 
hard and resulted from a stern sense 
of duty. We ^forbear quoting more 
than one stanza, but the rest show the 
same grim resolve to write a song or 
die : 
We represent the people who want the 

waterway— 
Fourteen feet through the valley. 

We represent the shippers, who have the 
biggest say— 

Fourteen feet through the valley. 
We want the ships a-runnlng and lower

ing the rate— 
Fourteen feet through the valley. 

And It we get the water we'll guarantee 
the freight— 

Fourteen feet through the valley. 
The proposed ship canal connects 

with Lake Michigan at Chicago, fol
lows the Chicago drainage canal to 
Joliet, thence down the Illinois river 
to the Mississippi and by the Missis
sippi to the gulf. "Fourteen feet 
through the valley" represents depth 
at low water. The project includes 
more than the ship canal. It also, em
braces nine feet up the Ohio to Pitts
burg, six feet up the Mississippi to 
Minneapolis and six feet up the Mis
souri to Sioux City. 

Tom Reed once said that "the Mis
souri river is not navigable and the 
Mississippi river ought not to be," but 
it was on one of his grouchy days 
when most of the congressmen were 
yelling for river and harbor appropria
tions. The witticism should now be 
revised and made to read, "The Missis
sippi river is navigable, and the Mis
souri river ought to be." When it is 
reflected that the great river and its 
tributaries can freight from a vast 
territory extending from. Pittsburg to 
Omaha and from Minneapolis to New 
Orleans and that by means of the 
ship canal and the proposed connec
tion with the Red River of the North 
It could also reach the great lakes re
gion and the Canadian northwest the 
importance of the giant scheme can 
be dimly realized. It would extend 
the coast line of the nation by multi
plied thousands of miles, would relieve 
crop congestions throughout the vast 
wheat, corn and cattle belt, would 
lower freight rates, would make a con
tinuous ship canal from New York via 
the enlarged Erie canal to Buffalo, 
thence through the great lakes to Chi
cago and from there down the Missis
sippi to the gulf, would furnish a new 
outlet to such important trade centers 
as Chicago. St. Louis. Pittsburg. Cin
cinnati. Louisville. Sioux City. Omaha. 
Kansas City, Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Memphis and would be a boon to the 
farmers and merchants of the entire 
Interior of the United States and Can
ada. 

Will Eeduce Freight Bates. 
Take the question of freight tariffs 

alone. Not only the boomers of the 
deep waterway project, but commercial 
bodies in many cities and towns of the 
country, have adopted the motto. "Riv
er regulation is rate regulation." The 
proof of the statement as it relates to 
the Mississippi valley is furnished by 
the report of the chief of engineers a 
few years ago: 

"Comparative rates between Pitts
burg and Memphis by rail and river 
on soft coal: By rail, 807 miles, $3.73 
per ton; by river. 1,218 miles. 42 cents 
per ton." Figures from this same re
port show another interesting compari
son between the rail and river rates: 
"St. Louis to St. Paul, by rail, 57a 
miles, first class, 63 cents per hundred; 
sixth, 21 cents; by river. 729 miles, first 
class, 40 cents; sixth, 14 cents." It is 
the prediction of an army engineer for
merly in charge of river improvements 
at Pittsburg that the cost of coal trans
portation to New Orleans, 2.000 miles 
away, at present about 75 cents per 
ton. including the cost of returning 
empties and all incidentals, will be re
duced to 40 cents when a nine foot 
channel is obtained the year round. 
This will be about one-fifteenth, of the 
cheapest existing rail rate. 

Of almost equal importance with 
cheaper freight rates is the prompt 
moving of the crops. The increasing 
car shortages show the railroads un
equal to the task. There appears no 
simpler, cheaper and more effectual 
method of meeting the situation than 
by the use of the rivers. 

Here is the real force behind the 
ship canal proposition. It is business, 
not sentiment. That is the reason it 
will win. Whether it is "fourteen feet 
through the valley" or ten, it will gain 
the day at some depth. The chief en
gineer who reported on the proposition 
was inclined to cast doubts on the 
fourteen foot thing, m spite of the po
etry put over in its behalf. He thought 
a less number of feet might answer 
and would not be in the same danger 
from the changeable Mississippi cur
rent. This may have been • a case 
where official timidity tried to get in 
the way of the American spirit, to be 
run over and ground under the wheels 
In consequence. The promoters of the 
enterprise all live along the Mississip
pi, have studied the situation and be
lieve that fourteen feet is feasible and 
necessary. Certain it is that freight
ers are ever growing in size and hence 
have deeper bottoms. If this canal is 
designed to carry ocean trade, even 
fourteen feet will soon be too shallow. 

To show his faith in the project Wil
liam K. Eavanaugh, the president of 
the deep waterway commission, has 
Incorporated a $10,000,000 corporation 
to navigate the Mississippi and to pro
mote the ship canal. It is this com
mission that has arranged the New 
Orleans gathering and will take Presi
dent Taft down the river in the steam
ship Mississippi, always provided that 
the dikes hold. 
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I have them for you, such as Spark Plugs, Dry 

Cells, Storage Batteries, Carbide, all kinds of 

Mobile Oils and Gasoline. Anything not car-

ried in stock I can procure for you on short 

notice. Expert advice free. 

| J. C. HERDLISKA JEWES? a n d 3 
O P T I C I A N 3 

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 
AND SANITARIUM. 

(ESTABLISHED 1900) 

A private institution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home. Modern in every respect. No 
insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received. Rates are as low as the most effi
cient treatment and the best trained nursing 
will permit. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
iledical Director, 

MISS ESTHER MELINE. Superintendent. 

I PETER MOEGER | 
$ Merchant Tailor f 
t * 
4> The new fall and winter patterns have «J» 
•j. arrived. Call and inspect them. .$. 

Pit guaranteed and prices right. 

* Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing X 
• 4> 
4* 4> 
| Main Street, Princeton * 
4* 4> 

G.G.SHAKER 
Resident Photographer 

The Highest Grade Work 
Guaranteed 

Studio Opposite Dr. Coon-
ey's Office 

Open Every Day 

»»»»»—•«•••••• • 

I JOHN BARRY I 
I Expert Accountant, j 
X Over 30 Years Experience. ; 
• 1011 First Ave. North, ; 
• MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, t 

The Rural 
Telephone Co. 

THE PEOPLE'S FAVORITE. 

Lines to Dalbo, Cambridge, Santi
ago. Freer and Olendorado. 

BP" Good Service in Princeton and to all 
adjoining points. We connect with th« 
Northwestern Long Distance Telephone. 

Patronize a Home Concern. 
Service Day and Night. 

T. J . KALIHER, Proprietor, 
Prinoeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
at a iloment*' Notice. 

Commercial Travelers' Trade a Specialty. 

PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
Under the Personal Supervision of 

DR. C. A. LESTER 
For the Care of Surgical, Maternity 

and Noncontagious Medical Cases. 

DR. C. A. LESTER 
Princeton - - Minnesota 

. • • • • • • • • • • » • • • • » • • » • • • • » < 

First National Bank I 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 

A General Banking Busi
ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on Approved 
Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank 
Capital $20,000 

D o t i * G e n e r a l Banking Business 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages, j . j . SKAHEN, 
Insurance, Collections. Cashier. 

•l"M'*'M-4"M"H"H"*-M-»*»»» 

M. S. RUTHERFORD 
r*3MsMiMtv*vMtMvMt**l 

W e M a k e 
A S p e c i a l t y of 

E. L. MCMILLAN 

Farm Loans 
* M. S. R U T H E R F O R D 01 CO. 
4. T o w n s e n d B u i l d i n g , 

I Princeton, Minn. 
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L. C. HUMMEL 
D e a l * * i n 

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard, 
Poultry, Fish and Game in Season. 

Both Telephones. 

Main Street, (Opposite Starch Factory.) Princeton, Minn. 

Discount Sale 
We axe giving a discount of 

•WT IO Percent ~ M 
on all Ladies' and Gent's Ox

fords. Call in and see -us before. 

going elsewhere. We have them, 

tan, oxblood, patent, gun metal 

and vici kid. Now is your time 

to buy. 

Solomon Long 
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