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Teddy the notorious appears to be 
somewhat dilatory in wiring the 
customary congratulations to Mr. 
Taft. 

Theoretically the primary law is 
ideal. Practically a poor man stands 
no more chance in a state-wide 
primary than a snowball in hades. 

There was one bir th on the Four th 
of July which eclipses all others in 
point of importance—that of the 
forty-eight star flag of this great 
republic. 

In Minnesota the fight will be be
tween Wilson and Eoosevelt, and 
thousands of good, honest republi
cans will vote for the former in 
preference to the lat ter . 

Why should any republican vote 
for a presidential elector who de
clares in advance t ha t he will not 
vote for the republican nominees for 
president and vice president? 

1 August 5 is the date which has been 
named for holding the so-called 
"national progressive," or hybrid, 
convention and the place selected is 
Chicago. < A t t ha t t ime malcontents 
of all parties, mugwumps and pot
house politicians will gather around 
the would-be dictatorial tyrant of 
the white house and formulate plans 
for the overthrow of the govern
ment. 

History will record Mr. James J 
Hill as one of the greatest men of 
his time.—Cambridge Independent 
Press. 

A t the dedication of Princeton's 
handsome $25,000 depot the publisher 
of the U n i o n , among other things, 
said: ' 'James J . Hill has done more 
for Minnesota and the northwest 
than a forty-acre field full of dema 
gogic poli t icians." 

The third party platform will 
probably read something like th i s : 
All voters can find standing room on 
th is platform whatsoever may be 
their views on the issues of the day. 

The adoption of the one-mill road 
tax amendment next November 
means more to the people of Minne
sota than the election of any par
ticular candidate to any office, state 
or national. 

If the statements of A. P i a t t 
Andrew, who has resigned as chief 
aide to Secretary of the Treasury 
McVeagh, are true, i t is high time 
t ha t the lat ter be replaced with a 
more capable man. 

We rather admire Ed Young's 
candor and coinage. He comes out 
squarely in favor of Wilson for presi
dent. In the free-tor-all guberna
torial go-as-you-please Ed will not 
be the last to come under the wire. 

Despite the piovisions for safety 
and sanity, the average Four th of 
July celebrations generated almost 
as much noise as the Chicago and 
Baltimore con\entions, which, as 
everyone knows, were neither safe 
nor sane. 

At the recent primary election in 
North Dakota only ten per cent of 
the voters participating expressed a 
second choice. I t stands to reason 
tha t a voter who is earnestly in 
favoi of a candidate will have only 
one choice 

While the "sane and safe" Fourth 
idea is a good one, the average small 
boy would much rather have a toy 
cannon and a black eye than sit with 
his parents in the park and listen* to 
the oratoiical t ing ting of some 
pettifogger. 

Failing to harmonize the demo
cratic hosts in his favor, Governor 
Harmon announces tha t a t the ex
piration of his term he will retire 
from politics. A man who can with
stand defeat no better than Harmon 
should avoid mixing in politics. 

I t is to be deplored t ha t Miss Tro-
Eridge, who shot a t and wounded a 
ruffian who insulted her while she 
was on her way home from work in 
Minneapolis, did not kill him. Under 
existing conditions in tha t city every 
working gill who is compelled to go 
to her home after dark should be 
granted a permit to carry a revolver, 
for ruffianism, according to the daily 
papers, is rampant, even in the busi
ness sections. 

St. Cloud has an ordinance which 
prohibits the setting off of fireworks 
within the city limits. The aim of 
the council in adopting this ordi
nance was to safeguard property 
from fires which often result—especi
ally on the Fourth of July—from fire
crackers, roman candles, etc., which 
careless parents permit their chil
dren to set off. An ordinance of 
this sort should be adopted by every 
municipality. 

Eoosevelt says tha t Wilson is not a 
fit personage, for president because, 
in order to land the nomination, he 
was compelled to obtain the support 
of Eoger Sullivan, Tom Taggart and 
other representatives of the inter
ests. Pray, whose support did 
Koosevelt have in the primaries? 
Who furnished the enormous amount 
of money which was scattered broad
cast by his agents? Didn ' t this 
come out of the exchequers of the 
interests? 

" I n a contest between three 
tickets headed respectively by Taft, 
Eoosevelt and the devil ," says Henry 
Warterson, " the Courier-Journal, 
being a daily newspaper and unable 
to take to the woods, perforce will 
be obliged to support his satanic 
majesty." Had Marse Henry thus 
characterized Bryan i t would not 
have surprised us, but Wilson is 
surely entitled to no such personifica
tion a t his hands. Mint julep in 
hot-weather doses may, however, be 
responsible. 

A correspondent of the Minne
apolis Tribune—probably an old maid 
—objects to shameless men and boys 
bathing in the Mississippi river be
hind the flour mills and close beside 
the stone arch bridge. The old girl 
should look in the other direction. 

Wqmen should take warning by the 
accident which befell Miss Melba 
Miller of Minneapolis and discard 
their ungainly hobble skirts, but 
they won't. Miss Miller was enter
ing an automobile and a similar acci
dent to tha t which happened to pa's 
t ight pants while lacing his shoes 
occurred. 

For some reason or other there 
has been an unnecessary delay in the 
publication of the laws enacted a t 
the special session of the legislature. 
The laws are being published in 
supplement form this week. There 
is no good reason why they should 
not have been published two weeks 
earlier. The delay is inexcusable. 

A call for a convention to nomi
nate Theodore Eoosevelt for presi
dent of the United States has been 
issued by a score or more of self-
appointed leaders. The convention 
is to be held in Chicago August 5. 
The Steel Trust, the Harvester 
Trust , the Carpet Trust and other 
good trusts—good t rusts are the 
trusts t ha t approve of Eoosevelt's 
candidacy—will furnish the neces
sary funds. Mr. Eoosevelt will, of 
course, be nominated, and his candi
dacy will cinch Wilson's election. 

"Just ice to Isant i County" is the 
caption of an article in the Cam
bridge North Star anent legislative 
candidates. The North Star finds 
fault, seemingly, because Isanti 
county had no representative in the 
last legislature. Mille Lacs county 
was without representation in the 
1907 and 190& legislatures. There 
was no one particularly to blame in 
either case. I n 1906 and 1908 Mille 
Lacs had several candidates for the 
republican nomination and as^ a re
sult none of them were successful. 
I n 1910 Isant i had a candidate for 
the senate and also a candidate for 
the house and neither of them re
ceived the nomination. No one will 
dispute the correctness of the North 
Star 's contention t ha t Isant i is en
tit led to a representative, bu t under 
the primary system the same thing 
t ha t happened thrice before is liable 
to happen again—one county may 
get two representatives while an
other may get none. -

Talk about ' th^at jceace ^ the late 
Mr. Job, i t bears no comparison with 
tha t of a faithful Nebraskan who 
took an oath when Bryan first ran 
for president t ha t he would not 
shave or t r im his whiskers, or cut his 
hair until William Jennings occupied 
the white house. The faithful one 
still adheres to his vow, but, as he is 
over* 95 years of age, in all probabili
ty the grim reaper will soon relieve 
him of the task of carrying around 
his burdensome bundle of hirsute. 

Bets are already being placed on 
the presidential election results. In 
Chicago even money is being bet on 
Taft and Wilson and four to one on 
these two against Eoosevelt and the 
field. In New York Wall street has 
begun to name odds of ten to nine 
on Wilson against Taft and Eoose
velt. Were we a bett ing chap we 
should feel strongly inclined to place 
our roll on Wilson against all comers; 
but, of course, there is a bare possi
bility tha t the present situation may 
undergo a change. 

Taft, Wilson and Eoosevelt, we are 
told, may visit the state fair. We 
advise them not to do so, as 
Governor Eberhart , surrounded by 
his staff of colonels,—resplendent in 
gold trappings and dragging glisten
ing broadswords,—will be there every 
day. Hence the eyes of the multi
tude—as is always the case where 
gli t tering pomp and vanity conspicu
ously displays itself—will be fastened 
upon this imposing spectacle and 
great personages att ired in plain 
clothes will scarcely receive recogni
tion. 

A conference was recently held in 
Washington between several progres
sive republican senators over the 
presidential nominations a t Chicago 
and Baltimore, and they voiced their 
opinion tha t a third party is entire
ly unnecessary and decided to give 
no encouragement or support to 
Eoosevelt. Tha t no third party is 
necessary appears to be the general 
sentiment throughout the country, 
but Eoosevelt, in his mad endeavor 
to rule or ruin, will not stop in the 
course he has mapped out until he 
is crushed to earth. 

Several of the little editorial hire
lings in Otter Tail, Pennington, 
Wright and other counties have been 

seen" recently by the astute man
ager of one of the gubernatorial 
candidates. Evidently the manager 
labors under the hallucination tha t 
the barking of his editorial puppets 
will deter some one from entering 
the race for governor wh|> might 
prove a better vote-getter tlhan his 
pet candidate. I t is an ©Id ijrick but 
does not deceive any one 
familiar with the methods employed 
by the manager in question 

Governor Hadley of Missouri has 
issued a statement in which he de
clares tha t he will take no part in 
the organization of a th in party. 
He says tha t while he is w:lling to 
concede t ha t the repubMcah party 
has ceased to be an agency 3f good 
government, he believes he can 
render more useful public seivice by 
remaining a member of thai party. 
He sees no occasion for the forma
tion of a new party. And there are 
scores of republican leaders in the 
country who look a t the s tuat ion 
from the same viewpoint as Governor 
Hadley. 
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So Johnson, the negro, sx.ll holds 
the championship belt of th< world 
for prize fighting, Flynr, the 
Colorado fireman, having pio'ven a 
mere plaything in the giant 's hands. 
The contest between the mei was, 
in actuality, not a prize fight but, in 
the words of Captain Fornoff 
mounted police, who in th< 
round jumped into the 
stopped the battle, ' 'a slaughter and 
a brutal exhibi t ion." Flyni 's face 
was badly cut up, his eyes blackened 
and his nose broken, while Johnson 
escaped with a mere scratch xr two. 
And this is the sort of exhib tion for 
which the business men *>f Las 
Vegas put up a bonus of $10,000. 
There are but few states in the 
union which now permit tl ese so-
called "prize fights," and t\ny are a 
disgrace to the American nation. 
Congress should step in and put a 
stop for all t ime to these larbaric 
exhibitions, u t % I 

% AN ISXPItANATION. h^fy>% 

On the evening of the 2nd inst. the 
U n i o n called up the Pioneer Press 
and was informed tha t Champ Clark 
was the democratic nominee for vice 
president. But subsequent events 
proved t ha t our informant was mis
taken, and several hours later 
Governor Marshall of Indiana was 
nominated for t ha t position. As the 
U n i o n went to press a day earlier 
than usual last week, on account of 
the Fourth of July falling on Thurs
day, the edition was printed before 
we learned' that the information ob
tained from the Pioneer Press was 
incorrect. Democratic leaders la
bored hard to induce Clark to accept 
second place on the ticket but he ab
solutely declined. Wilson and 
Marshall are a strong team, but Wil
son and Clark would have been 
stronger. 

Seven thousand dollars is the l imit 
prescribed by the corrupt practices 
act t ha t any candidate for governor 
can legally expend tor his nomina
tion and election. A t least three of 
the candidates are maintaining ex
pensive headquaiters with high-
priced manageis in the Twin Cities 
and are sending out tons of litera
ture. The miracle of the loaves and 
fishes will have to be repealed other
wise " to the best of my knowledge 
and b e l i e f will cover a multi tude of 
omissions. Then if one of the three 
should be nominated will he conduct 
his campaign for election on wind? 
After August 1st there will be a fund 
of $10,000 at the disposal of the at
torney general to enforce the pro
visions of the corrupt practices act. 
The law should be enforced to the 
letter, and we believe tha t Attorney 
General Smith has the necessary 
backbone to enforce it . * 
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OPINIONS OF EDITORS) fHE CAREER OF. 
MELVIN VANIMAN 

Made First Attempt to Gross 
Atlantic. 

ALSO FLEW TOWARD THE POLE 

Restless, Inventive Genius Who Hard
ly Knew What Fear Was—The 111 
Fated Akron, a Huge Wire Wound 
Dirigible, Was His Newest Balloon. 

Of all the tragedies of aviation which: 
have shocked spectators and the world 
at large none of recent years was more 
horrible than that at Atlantic City, N. 
.1.. which cost the lives of Melvin Vani
man. his brother Calvin and thiee otb-
er^ Vaniman, whose career as an 

Although we have a pure food law, 
i t is noticeable tha t in some coffee 
there is a mixture of fraud—chicory 
and some other things the public 
hasn ' t found a name for.—Stillwater 
Gazette. 

And coffee is not the only com
modity which is adulterated—many 
articles of food are doped by un
scrupulous manufacturers. The 
people take into their stomachs such 
deleterious ingredients as foimalde-
hyde, ammonia and alum, the first-
named being used as a preservative. 
For some reason or other the pure 
food laws are not enforced to any 
appreciable extent—there seems to 
be need for reform in the depart
ment entrusted with their execution. 

Would i t be asking too much of 
the gubernatorial candidates who 
are haianguing people throughout 
the state several t imes daily to say a 
word occasionally in behalf of the 
one mill road tax amendment? I t 
may be presumptious on our part to 
request such soul-stirring orators 
and progressive statesmen, whose 
thoughts are in the clouds, to get 
down to mother earth and talk, even 
for a few moments, on such a com
monplace subject as the improve
ment of our public highways, but we 
hope to be forgiven. 

At a meeting of educators in 
Chicago last week the system of 
high school teaching in vogue in 
nearly all the states was condemned. 
The head of the greatest railroad 
system in the northwest recently re
marked to the writer : <<In the 
auditing department of our road we 
employ several hundred young men 
and not one in ten are graduates of 
high schools. The high school 
graduates are deficient in the three 
E's . We recruit our forces largely 
from the common county schools and 
the denominational schools of St. 
P a u l . " 

Bids Wanted. 
Sealed bids will be received by the 

board of supervisors of the town of 
Spencer Brook up to 12 o'clock, noon, 
on the 20th day of July for grading 
road a t bridge across Rum river on 
section 10 of said town. Specifica
tions can be seen a t the town clerk's 
office or a t the office of R. S. Chap
man, county surveyor of the county 
of Mille Lacs, Princeton, Minn. A 
bond will be required from successful 
bidder to guarantee the performance 
of work required. 

By order of the board of super
visors of the town of Spencer Brook, 
Isanti county, Minn. 

O. W. BLOMQUIST, ' 
28-2te " t Town Clerk. -

Accepts a Position. 
Concluding a wedding announce

ment a Kansas paper wisely says: 
"They were married a t the home of 
the bride's parents where the groom 
will remain until he gets a j ob . " 
He is one of the fellows who "ac
cepts a position."—Stillwater Ga
zette. 

• § • • * 

Nothing Small About Taft. 
If Taft were the kind of president 

he is described in some of our ex
changes there might be a vacancy in 
a certain postofflce not a thousand 
miles away from Browns Valley, even 
if the postmaster did resign for poli
tical effect and have his wife ap
pointed in his stead.—West St. Paul 
Times. 

• * * 
Despite This Frank Will Win. 

Frank Eddy lost the support of the 
Roosevelt "free-thinkers" in his 
candidacy for congressman-at-large 
eaily in the game. Tha t homely aeron.im uas full of adventure and 
but honest old political warhorse as-1 who faced danger in many lands 
serts " t h a t no party built around | soared Ue.ueuv.i.id midst the plaudits 
one man, or formed for the purpose • of enthusiastic onlookers at Atlantic 
of furthering the political ambition 
of any individual, ever succeeded." 
—Blue Ear th Post. 

• * •$» 
A Pointer for Moses et Al. 

Those who are a t present holding 
important offices by virtue of their 
previous affiliation with the repub
lican party, and who are now pos
sessed by the " th i rd pa r ty" microbe, 
would do well to first sever their 
connection with the offices they hold 
before a t tempting the demolition of 
the party which placed them there. 
To do otherwise is but to stab the 
breast which suckled them.—Little 
Falls Transcript. 

• • * 
A Sensible Move. 

Belle Plaine has eliminated the 
traditional "orator of the day" from 
i ts Fourth of July program this year. 
I t was considered unnecessary to 
have anyone tell us "why we cele
b ra t e , " because every celebrating 
man, woman and child have their 
own individual reasons for doing 
things they would consider absolute
ly foolish any other time, and no 
orator ever comes within a mile of 
the reasons why.—Belle Plaine 
Herald. 

• • • 
Olson Shows Up Roosevelt. 

Who was i t t ha t had the nerve to 
apply the t i t le "Trus t Bus ter" to 
Teddy Roosevelt? Here are the 
facts in the case: When Roosevelt 
became president there were only 149 
illegal trusts or combinations in the 
country. When he turned i t over to 
Taft there were 10,020. When 
Roosevelt took office these 149 trusts 
were capitalized a t S3,784,000,000. 
When he turned the job over to Taft 
their capitalization ran over $30,000.-
000,000. And Roosevelt, when he 
went into office, had the broadaxe a t 
hand with which he might have 
swept the country clean of these il
legal corporations. The Sherman 
anti- trust law was tha t weapon.— 
Red Wing Daily Eagle. 
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This is Election Day. 
This is the day tha t the armory 

proposition will be voted on—the 
day upon which the citizens will de
cide whether bonds in the sum of 
$2,000 shaP be issued to aid in the 
erection of a building which would 
be a credit to the village. The state 
of Minnesota 

City with the eoniidence that marked 
all ot his preceding performances in 
the air. When the Akron was some 
2,000 feet up the heat of the sun's rays 
caused an explosion of the gas bag of 
the car, and it shot to earth with its 
five human occupants, landing at Brig-
antine Beach, a quarter of u mile from 
Atlantic City, from which point Vani
man had made his famous earlier at
tempt to cro«=s the Atlanta ocean The 
Akron was a wire wound dirigible, and 
Vaniman was confident its strong en
velope could withstand any expansion 
of j , . ! ! , caused by the sun's heat. Evi
dently he was mistaken. 

His career included adventures in 
almost every portion of the globe. 
Starting as an actor in a Chicago stock 
company, he became stranded in Hono
lulu during a plague scare. He de
signed a camera. withAvhich he photo
graphed his way to Sydney. There he 
conceived the idea, of taking pictures 
from a balloon and bought a captive 
balloon for that purpose. His pictures, 
made after ten months of experiment
ing, won gold medals at the S t Louis 
world's fair. 

Prom Sydney he moved with his bal
loon to Rome, where he took pictures 
of the Forum while cruising in the 
clouds after getting a special permit 
through the American ambassador, 
Von L. Meyer, who is now secretary 
of the navy. 

Vaniman built the first Antoinette 
monoplane in a workshop just outside 
of Paris. He flew with it. but smash
ed it on alighting, and from his experi
ments concluded that any aeroplane 
heavy enough to carry any considera
ble load would be too heavy to bring 
to earth without disaster. He there
fore turned to dirigible ballooning as 
the best hope in sight for the heavier 
aerial traffic. 

An introduction to Walter Wellman 
brought him an opportunity to join 
Wellman's arctic expedition of 1907. 
He designed the dirigible balloon used 
in that campaign and in the second 
one, attempted two seasons later, in 
which the party sailed for eleven hours 
from Spitzbergen toward the pole, the 
trip ending when a leather equilibra-
tor tore itself loose and carried away 
with it the expedition's supply of food. 

The idea of a flight across the Atlan
tic was conceived by Wellman and 
Vaniman after Commander Peary's dis
covery of the north pole. The Well-
man-Vaniman expedition was the re
sult. Vaniman moved his balloon 
headquarters from Paris to Atlantic 
City and set about reconstructing the 
balloon used in the arctic in 1909. They 
built for it an equilibrator of gasoline 
tanks, which Vaniman admitted was 
a risky experiment, but incapable of 

contributes $10,000'being tested except in a real storm 
toward the construction of this build- j apon the ocean 
ing. The U n i o n is heartily in , The expedition after many delays 
favor of voting the bonds. ! got under way Oct. 15, and all went 

J well until a storm was encountered 
STORIES OF THE STAGE. two days out Then the America left 

" I the course she had followed and was 
A Splendid Accident Averted and an | l o s t t o wireless communication. When 

Actor Who Dined Too Well. ' n e x t h e a r < 3 «*" faer crew had been taken 
Heie is an incident that was related ! o f f b y t n e steamship Trent 375 miles 

by Jihe late Brain Stoker, for many I e a s t o f Norfolk, Va., on Oct 18 The 
years manager to Irving of the produc- J c r e w a r r i v e d i n New York harbor Oct 
tion of "Hamlet" at the Lyceum in ! 19« h a v m £ abandoned their balloon 
Loudon. * < a*ter pulling the gas valve wide open 

On the second night of the perform- i a n d t y i n g a c a n o f lubricating oil to 
ance the Chinese ambassador and Sir ! t h e s t r i n g t o k e e P tt f r o m dosing. 
Halliday Macartney came to see Irving ' T b e y b r o k e a U Previous dirigible rec
to his dressing room, and presently the ' o r d s f o r t l m e to t h e air> distance trav-
ambassador, who was wearing mag- I e l e d a n d w e»Sh t of load carried, the 
nificent robes of mandarin yellow, wan-1 time i n t h e a i r b e i n 8 seventy-one and 
dered off in the direction of the stage. I a h a l £ b o u r s *** t h e distance traveled 
The ambassador was close to the edge 
of the arch at the back of the scene. 

1,008 miles. I 
Vaniman was insistent upon the re-

where Ophelia had made her entrance t u r n o f tte expedition that the Atlan-
and would make her exit. Mr. Stoker tic c o a l d **> crossed in -a dirigible and 
"jumped for him and just succeeded in t n a t n e c o u l d b u i l d <me that would 
catching him before he had passed into j s o l v e t n e Problems on which the Amer-
the blaze of the limelight I could I I c a b a d c o m e t o ^riet 

fancy the sudden amazement of the 
audience and the wild roar of laughter 
that would follow when in the midst I 0 D t b e T^11*- a n d i n ^ dissolution 
of this most sad and pathetic of scenes j Vaniman got control of the lifeboat 
would enter unheralded this gorgeous j 8 * 1 " 3 tbe instruments brought back with 
anachronism." them. He began making plans for an-

Mr Stoker confessed that he was o t h e r ^ P a t o n c e ' to t l « meantime 

Wellman and Vaniman dissolved 
! their partnership soon after returning 

tempted to let the splendid accident oc
cur. "Its unique grotesqueness would 
have insured a widespread publicity 
not to be acquired by ordinary forms 
of advertisement" 

On another occasion a very different 
and very painful contretemps did oc
cur. The actor who took the part of 
Polonius on entering gave his first line 
"With so strange an intonation that Irv
ing at once signed to the prompter to 
let fall the act drop, came forward and 
apologized to the audience and restart
ed the play with a new Polonius.!— 
London Graphic. ! 

raising funds through exhibitions of 
the America's cat mascot and lifeboat 
in department stores. 
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Church With a Roof Garden. 
The first church in America to hare 

a roof garden, to be used as a play
ground for children during- the day 
and for open air services in the even
ing, will be in Boston. v 

The roof of the church will be flat 
and the conventional steeple will be 
omitted. The roof will have crenel
lated borders and steel girders, making 
It a safe place for children to play. 
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