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Admiral, In Autobiography, 
Pays Tribute to His Fore

sight and Aid. 

THE autobiography of George 
Dewey, admiral of tbe nary, 
just from the press of Scrib-
ner's, promises to be the most 

Interesting book of the season. Ad
miral Dewey's reminiscences of the 
civil war are entertaining and told in a 
straightforward, pleasing style that 
holds the attention of the reader and 
gives pen pictures of the stirring events 
of those earlier days. I t is when he 
comes to deal with history leading tip 
to and including the -war with Spain 
that his autobiography becomes of in
tense interest, for he speaks plainly 
and expresses his opinions on matters 
tftat a few years ago would be discuss
ed in naval circles only in the secrecy 
of the club or the wardroom. 

In the fall of 1897 Admiral Dewey 
says he knew that Commodore John 
'A'. Howell and himself were being con
sidered for the command of the Asiatic 
squadron. The most influential officer 
in the distribution of assignments was 
Rear Admiral Crowninshield, chief of 
the bureau of navigation, "a pronounc
ed bureaucrat," writes Admiral Dewey, 
"with whose temperament and methods 
I had little more sympathy than had the 
majority of the officers of the navy at 
that time." Dewey says Crownln-
jShield would hardly recommend him to 
any command, "and his advice had 
great weight with John D. Long, who 
(Was then secretary of the navy." 

Roosevelt Wanted Him. 

Of Theodore Roosevelt, then assist
ant secretary of the navy, Dewey says 
"he was most impatient of red tape 
and had a singular understanding both 
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FORMEB SECKETAKV OF THE NAVY JOHN 
D. LONG. 

of the importance of preparedness for 
war and of striking quick blows in 
rapid succession once war was begun. 
."With the enthusiastic candor which 
characterizes him, he declared that I 
ought to have the Asiatic squadron." 
Admiral Dewey tells how Roosevelt 
asked him if he had any political in
fluence and his own expression of dis
inclination to use it. 

"I want you to go. You are the man 
wrho will be equal to the emergency if 
one arises. Do you know any sena
tors?" Mr. Roosevelt is quoted as say
ing. 

Admiral Dewey said his heart was 
eet on having the Asiatic squadron, as 
it seemed to him the country was in
evitably drifting into a war with 
Spain. 

"In command of an efficient force in 
the far east, with a free hand to act. 
in consequence of being so far from 
Washington." he writes. "I could strike 
promptly and successfully at the Span
ish force in the Philippines." 

"Red Tape" Scored. 
After his appointment, for which the 

influence of Senator Proctor of Ver
mont was largely responsible, and pri
or to his departure Dewey says he 
studied the Philippines and the condi
tions of the squadron he was to com
mand. "Inquiry about the quantity of 
ammunition in the squadron developed 
the fact that there was not even a 
peace allowance. Although a further 
supply had been ordered, no one seem
ed to think it necessary to facilitate 
its shipment, thanks largely to the red 
tape of official conservatism." 

Throughout the volume there appears 
this frank criticism of the red tape 
methods and the delay that seemed at 
$hat time to impede every movement, 
even after it became apparent that war 
would follow. Dewey relates that he 
urged the department to ship this am
munition at once, but that he was told 
he must wait for repairs to the Charles
ton, which would require six months. 
Supported by Roosevelt he finally ob
tained an order for the Concord, then 
fitting out at Mare Island for the Asl-
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Criticises "Red Tape" of Sec
retary Long and Rear Ad

miral Crowninshield. 
»••••< 

atic squadron, to transport as much as 
possible. This vessel carried less than 
half the supply. The remainder was 
shipped on the Baltimore, which Dew
ey says "reached Hongkong only forty-
eight hours before our vessels left that 
port in obedience to the queen's proc
lamation of neutrality." 

This ammunition was transferred to 
the other ships in Mirs bay on the day 
of the declaration of war. I t was by 
such a narrow margin that Dewey ob
tained his ammunition, and the total 
supply was none too much for the task 
ahead of him. His ships, he said, had 
only 60 per cent of the full capacity. 

Ammunition Scanty. 
"Authoritative statements have been 

made," writes Dewey, "to the effect 
that the squadron was amply supplied 
with ammunition. It was not even 
fully supplied, let alone having any re
serve. It is not for me to criticise the 
department, but only to state a fact 
and to repeat that there can be no neg
lect so inexcusable as that which sends 
a modern squadron into battle not only 
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without its magazines and shell rooms 
filled, but without a large reserve of 
ammunition within reach." 

Admiral Dewey observes that in or
der to give our fleet commanders in 
foreign waters a position commensu
rate with the dignity of the country 
they represented "it had been for many 
years the unvarying custom that ev
ery commodore ordered as command
er in chief of the Asiatic squadron 
should hold the rank of rear admiral 
from the moment his flag was raised. 
Explaining that this had been done 
for so long that it became to be looked 
upon as a right. Admiral Dewey mild
ly criticises his superior officers when 
he wrote: 

"It was a surprising innovation when 
Secretary Long informed me that in 
my case I was to hoist the broad pen
nant of a commodore and not the flag 
of a rear admiral. No one could have 
known better than Rear Admiral 
Crowninshield, Secretary Long's chief 
adviser," continues Admiral Dewey, 
"how subordinate this would make my 
position in all intercourse with the 
squadron commanders and officials of 
other nations, and particularly in case 
any necessity for combined interna
tional action should arise." 

Slighted by Superiors. 

"This," continued Dewey, "was one 
of those little pin pricking slights 
which are bound to be personally un
pleasant to any officer of long service." 

When after his appointment to the 
Asiatic squadron. Admiral Dewey says, 
he began to study up the Philippines 
"and sought information at Washing
ton I found the latest official report 
relative to the Philippines on file in the 
office of naval intelligence bore the 
date of 1876." 

These memoirs indicate that the com
mander of the Asiatic squadron was 
not kept very well informed of events 
by his government The decision to 
take his squadron to Hongkong was 
entirely on his own initiative, "with
out any hint whatever from the de
partment that hostilities might be ex
pected. It was evident that in case of 
emergency Hongkong was tbe most ad
vantageous position from which to 
move to the attack." The first real 
step looking like action came in a cable 
from Roosevelt, Feb. 25, 1898. a mes
sage which, Admiral Dewey says, 
"bore the signature of that assistant 
secretary, who had seized the oppor
tunity while acting secretary to hasten 
preparations for a conflict which was 
inevitable." 

Dash For Philippines. 
Dewey's story of his preparations for 

that dash to the Philippines is in
tensely interesting. He recites his 
struggles to secure a supply of coal 
and gives a vivid picture of how he at
tempted and succeeded in obtaining a 
secret base, 7,000 miles from home, to 
which he could repair for coal or In. 

me event or disaster to~ms snips. Tins 
he accomplished through a Chinese 
comprador, the supplies and haven of 
refuge being located at an isolated spot 
on the Chinese coast. China not being 
able to enforce the neutrality laws 
with any very great diligence. 

In connection with part of his pre
paratory work Admiral Dewey express
es amazement at a cable from Secre
tary Long in which that official said, 
after reminding him of international 
law, that "only the Japanese ports are 
available as storehouses. Should ad
vise storehouse at Nagasaki for the 
base of supplies or supply steamer to 
accompany squadron." 

Admiral Dewey declared that if any 
nation would be scrupulous in the en
forcement of every detail of neutrality 
it would be Japan, and, while it seemed 
hardly possibly "that we could have 
made some secret diplomatic arrange
ment with her of which I had not been 
fully advised." in order to sound his 
ground Admiral Dewey cabled the 
American minister, who promptly re
plied that Japanese ports could not be 
used as a base for supplies. 

Long's Instructions Criticised. 
"If I had acted on the secretary's 

advice," said Admiral Dewey, "not 
only should we have given offense to 
a sensitive nation, but our squadron 
might have suffered a good deal of in
convenience." Dewey also writes that 
he declined to comply with the depart
ment's instructions to man and arm 
the Zafiro and Nanshan, supply ships 
that he bought To do that, he said, 
would have given them the status of 
American naval vessels and subject to 
all neutrality laws. 

Thus after many vicissitudes and 
many anxious moments of waiting the 
squadron finally started toward Ma
nila bay. Admiral Dewey corrects the 
popular belief that the entrance to Su-
big bay was not mined. "A Spanish 
officer assured the executive officer of 
the Concord that eighty mines had 
been planted at the entrance. Some 
fifteen others which the Spanish had 
neglected to plant were found later by 
our officers in the Spanish storehouse 
at the Subig bay naval station," was 
Admiral Dewey's comment on this 
subject. 

Stopped Only For Powder. 

Admiral Dewey punctures a story 
circulated at the time of this battle, 
when he was reported to have witb-
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drawn his ships after the enemy had 
been practically put out of commission 
in order that his men might have their 
breakfast The admiral denies being 
quite so nonchalant as all t ha t 

When the enemy seemed to be whip
ped, although that knowledge was not 
definite, the report was brought to Ad
miral Dewey that there remained only 
fifteen rounds per gun for the five inch 
battery. Alarmed by that report 
which subsequently was shown to be 
an error, Dewey says he withdrew 
temporarily for a redistribution of am
munition, if necessary. 

"I knew," said he, "that fifteen 
rounds of five inch ammunition would 
be shot away in five minutes; "but, he 
added, "even as we were steaming out 
of range the distress of the Spanish 
ships became evident" 

W h y He Cut Cable. 

According to the statement of tbe 
admiral, the cutting of the cable at 
Manila was not due to any desire or 
purpose to remove himself from his 
superiors at Washington. The reports 
current at the time must have been 
known to the admiral when he wrote 
his autobiography. 

The reasons assigned were in the 
line of military precaution only. In 
command of the city by sea, but not 
able to land forces until several 
months later, Dewey sent word to the 
captain general that if he were permit
ted to transmit messages by cable to 
Hongkong the captain general also 
would be permitted to use I t 

"He refused my request about the 
cable," writes Dewey. "As a result he 
found himself cut oft* from all tele
graphic communication with the out
side world the nextv morning because 
I directed the Zafiro to cut the cable." 

It was not until many weeks later, 
when the mails began to arrive, that 
Admiral Dewey and his men fully re
alized how the victory had electrified 
the whole United States. The two 
messages of congratulation he most 
prized were from Roosevelt and John 
Hay, the latter then ambassador to 
Great Britain. 

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 
AND SANITARIUM. 

(ESTABLISHED 1900) 

A private institution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home. Modern in every respect. No 
Insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received. Rates are as low as the most effi
cient treatment and the best trained nursing 
will permit. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
iledlcal Director, 

FRANCES S. COONEY. Supt. 
NELLIE JOHNSON. Head Nurse. 

N. W. Main 1663 T. S. Center 2670 

GEO. M. RICKETTS 
District Manager 

Mutual Life Insurance Co., 
of New York 

Assets $599,125,046 
Oldest-Strongest-Best 

Room 213, Phoenix Bldg., - Minneapolis 

HENRY SHOCKLEY 
Baggage and Express 

U AVING succeeded Wesley Page 
* * as expressman, I shall continue 
to convey packages and trunks to 
and from the depot. My charges 
for packages will be 10 cents and 
for trunks 25 cents. I am also pre
pared to do light hauling about town 

Prompt Attention to Phone Calls 
Call Hoffman's harness shop from 9 
a. m. to 6 p. m., at other times call 
me at Harry Shockley's residence. 

You Should Not 
hold a public sale for the purpose of 
disposing of your horses, cattle, 
machinery, household goods, etc., 
until you see me and get my rates. 

T. J. KALI HER 
Licensed Auctioneer 

Princeton - - Minn. 

Insure Your Income 
We pay $1000.00 in case of acci
dental death and $7.50 a week 
for loss of time from injury, for 
$1.00 yearly premium; also £3.00, 
$6.00 and £10.00 policies paying 
from $1500.00 to $5000.00 in case 
of death, and from $10.00 to 
$25.00 per week for loss of time 
in case of injury or illness. 
Agents wanted. Write or call. 

P a c i f i c C o a s t Casua l ty C o . 
IRVING M. WEISS, State Act • 

212 Commercial Bldg. ST. PAUL, HUH. 

(First Pub. Sept. 25) 
Citation for Hearing on Final Account 

and for Distribution. 

ESTATE OF BRITTA HAGGBERG. 
State of Minnesota, County of Mille Lacs. 

In Probate Court. 
In tbe matter of tbe estate of Britta Hagg-

berg, decedent. 
Tbe state of Minnesota to all persons inter

ested in the final account and distribution of 
the estate of said decedent: 

The representative of the above named de
cedent, having filed in this court his final ac
count of the administration of the estate of 
said decedent, together with his petition pray
ing for the adjustment and allowance of said 
final account and for distribution of the resi
due of said estate to the persons thereunto 
entitled. 

Therefore, you, and each of you, are hereby 
cited and required to show cause, if any you 
have, before this court at the probate court 
rooms in the courthouse, in the village of 
Princeton, in the county of Mille Lacs, state of 
Minnesota, on the 30th day of October. 1913. 
at 10 o'clock a. m., why said petition should not 
be granted. 

Witness, the judge of said court, and the seal 
of said court, this 22nd day of September, 1913. 

WM. v . S A N F O B D , 
(Court Seal) Probate Judge. 

(First Pub. Sept. 25.) 
Citation for Hearing on Final Account 

and for Distribution. 
ESTATE OF PETER J. HAGGBERG. 

State of Minnesota. County of Mille Lacs. 
In Probate Court. 

In the matter of the estate of Peter J. Hagg-
berg. decedent. 

The state of Minnesota to all persons inter
ested in the final account and distribution of 
the estate of said decedent: 

The representative of the above named de
cedent, having filed in this court his final ac
count of the administration of the estate of 
said decedent, together with his petition pray
ing for the adjustment and allowance of said 
final account and for distribution of the resi
due of said estate to the persons thereunto 
entitled. 

Therefore, you, and each of you, are hereby 
cited and required to show cause, if any you 
have, before this court at the probate court 
rooms in the court house, in the village of 
Princeton, in the county of Mille Lacs, state 
of Minnesota, on tbe 30th day of October. 1913. 
at 10 o'clock a. m., why said petition should 
not be granted. 

Witness, the judge of said court, and the 
seal of said court, this 22nd day of September, 
1913. W M . V. SAHFOBD, 

(Court Seal) Probate Judge. 

First National Bank \ 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 

A General Banking Busi
ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on Approved 
Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 
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Princeton State Bank 
Capi ta l $20,000 

DaM>Gw,ri Banking Business 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages, 
Insurance, Collections. 

J . J . SKAHEN, 
Cashier. 

I Security State Bank I 
I * 
t Princeton, Minnesota i 

Capital $32,000 Surplus $4,000 

I JOHN W. GOULDING, President G. A. EATON, Cashier j 
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I Farm Lands Farm Loans 

I ncMillan & Stanley 
T Successors to 

! n . S. RUTHERFORD & CO. 
£ Princeton, Minnesota 
4> 
* We Handle the Great Northern Railway Co. Lands 

Farm Loans Farm Lands 
•••*'M"r'I,**<"M"M''j"M'»*^^ 
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i§ If You Are in Need of a Board or a 3 
§E Load of Lumber see the 3 

| Princeton Lumber Co. II 

H We can sell you at a lower price jg 
H than anv other yard. All that | | 
§| we ask is that you will call and 3 
es . -> 
E give us an opportunity to con- 3 
e vince you, *!• ^ >jt H 

I PRINCETON LUMBER CO. | 
§| GEO. A. COATES, manager =§ 
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The Greatest 
Feat in The 
World 
is to fit feet right and comfortably with shoes that 
will wear well and look well at the same time, and 
here is where we perform that feat every week day, 
giving to man, woman and child the full value in 
shoes. Our styles embrace the newest ideas in shoe 
designing in all sizes, and with a gurantee for every 
pair. One pair will convince you. 

Solomon Long 
Princeton, ninnesota Exclusive Shoe Store 
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