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Committee of Which Senator
Ogden L. Mills Is Chairman
Doing Yeoman Work In
New York State.
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ITII the growing cost of gov-
W ernment in towns, cities and
states making the problem

of taxation acute, the eyes
of the country are focused on New
York state, where there is at work one
of the most competent and hardwork-
ing committees that ever have tackled
the vexed taxation problem. Taxation
experts all over the country are wait-
ing to see what New York will do.
Meanwhile the committee, of which
Senator Ogden L. Mills is the head,
expects to reach some tangible result
where committees of other years have
failed to accomplish much,

Public hearings have been arranged
for in many of the big cities in the
Empire State. There have been a real
live publicity campaign and an ear-
nest effort to get the views of the very
best minds. Condensed reports of the
plans suggested have Dbeen sent to
newspapers in the state, with a re-
quest for editorial opinions. There
have been a campalgn of education and
a seeking of light. In former years
the taxation question attracted not
more than ovdinary attention. This
year, however, with a real emergency
confronting the big cities and the state
dtself, the public mind is aroused as it
has not been in years. Senator Mills
and his coworkers are going right to
the bottom of the matter and are hope-
ful of accomplishing a great deal.

Associated with Senator Mills on the
commltiee are Senators Sanders and
‘Boylan
‘Machold, Chase, Donohue and Gillen.
Every member of the committee is
giving up a great part of his time to
the worlk in hand. In their respective
communities they have delved into
tax books, and today any one of them
could qualify as a taxation expert.

Grandson of Darius 0. Mills.

Senater Mills is a son of Ogden
Mills and a grandson of the late Da-
vius Ogden Mills. He was graduated
from Harvard in 1905. His sister, Miss
Beatrice Mills, is the Countess of Gra-
nard. Senator Mills represents the
Seventeenth senate district of New
Xork city, comprising the Twenty-fifth,
Twenty-seventh and Twenty-ninth as-
sembly districts, He was the personal
<eubnalgn manager of John Puarroy
Mitchel when he van for mayor of
New York cily. .

Ifor the Iast ten years every state In
the Union has given the matter of tax-
ation serious thought, and when the
committee of which Senator Mills is
the chairman was appointed they had
something to start with. They got in
touch with tax officials in every state
in the Union snd received from them
the result of thelr labors and how the
ideas which had been adopted were be-
ing worked out. They wrote to taxa-
tion experts all over the country,
They wrote to many of the people who
attended the New York tax confer-
CHeeS,

Then they went through the state
amd pleked out certain counties and
made a careful examination of their
tax rolls, partlcularly with reference
to corporations. With the co-operation
of manufacturers’ assocations through-
out the state they sent out blanks to se-
lected lisis of corporations to find out
what they were paying. They had va-
rious committees of real estate men in
New York city and up state real estate
associations prepare careful tables to
show accurately the burden of taxa-
tion borne by real estate. They consult-
ed with savings banks, trust compa-
nies, civie associations. They intend to
call before them the mayors and the
officials of the largest cities in the
state.

They prepared a list of questions
which were sent to the officials of all
the citles in the state. They inter-
viewed and questioned the state comp-
troller, the attorney general and the
chairman of the state tax board. They
interviewed in person and by letter
many of the prominent tax experts in
New York and other states.
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A Tremendous Increase.
Senator Mills and his committee have
shown by figures and tables how the
state government increased 40 per cent
at an average rate of 8 per cent per
year., It is held that even if the
state succeeds both in stopping the in-
creased cost of government and keep-
ing its general administrative expenses
at the present figure it will be neces-
sary to impose during the next five
years a direct state tax of from $14,-
£00,000 to $19,000,000.

One of the hardest situations con-
fronting the committee is that which
exists in New York city. According to
the testimony of Mayor Mitchel, even
if it is assumed that the cost of gov-
ernment can be kept at its present
level, the city will have to raise (ex-
£lusive of the state direct tax) for the

rposes of interest on serial bonds,
redemption of serial bonds and the
quota of public improvements and (be-
ginning with 1918) interest on subway
bonds, the following amounts, which
are additional to its present budget of
almost $200»QQO.OUJ: 1017, 510.137.0(!);
1918, $19,400,000; 1919, §34,719,000;

1920, $34,554,000.

and Assemblymen Everett, |
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PROBLEM ACUTE
MEN SEEK REMEDY

Research Has Been Conduct-
ed on Broad Lines—There
Seems to Be Disposition

to Favor Income Tax.
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While there have been three general
plans of taxation suggested by the
committee, of which Senator Mills is
the head—namely, an income tax, a
classified personal tax and what is
termed the presumptive income tax—
the income tax seems to meet with
most favor. This proposed tax is a
tax on net income, which shall include
interest, rent. royalties, dividends and
gains, profit or income derived from
salaries, wages or compensation for
professional services of whatever kind
or from professions, business, trade,
commerce or sales or dealings in prop-
erty, whether real or personal, also
from securities. Included in this tax

| er exceeds 2 per cent.

the small business, the new business

. and every business, big and small.

As another argument for the income
tax it is held that the rates are low—
one-half of 1 per cent. A man with a
$2,500 income pays $2.50. A man with’
a $3,500 income pays $10. A man with
a $12,000 income pays $180. A man
with a $25,000 income pays $440. The
last man, with ten times the income
of the first man, pays 176 tiines as
much tax. It is held that this is not
unfair; that the big fellows have the
incomes and that the tax on them nev-
This is a low
rate in one.sense, but it is recalled
that these men pay a federal income
tax rising to 7 per cent on the highest
class of income.

Won’t Burden Poor Owners.

It is held that the proposed state in-
come tax will not burden the farm, the
homestead or the owner of real estate
who is not making money. If a family
has nothing above a living intome it
will have no income tax to pay. The
farmer and wage earner are not ex-
empted as such. If they have in-
comes sufficient to keep them in com-
fort—i. e., about $2,000 a year—they
will pay the income tax. They ought
to pay. But the average farmer or
wage earner will not be taxed because
his income will not be high enough
to justify it. In Wisconsin, for in-
stance, where exemptions are 5 per
cent lower than those imposed in New

scheme are all persons residing within
the state, firms, copartnerships, joint
stock companies and mercantile, man-
ufacturing and miscellaneous corpora-
tions. It is proposed to tax the entire
income from all sources except that
from property located or from any
business or professions carried on
without the state. It also is proposed
to tax the entire net income from all
property and of every business, trade
or profession carrled on in New York
state by persons residing elsewhere.
The net income of corporations is to be
determined practically as it is under
the federal income tax. Several pen-
alties are provided for failure to make
proper return. Where a corporation
makes an improper return it is provid-
ed that its charter will be forfeited.
In the cases of salaried nonresidents
the tax will be withheld by the em-
ployers, and the collections will be
made from them.

A fine not exceeding $1,000 or im-
prisonment not exceeding one year, or
both, is provided for in the event of
any officer or employee of the tax de-
partment divunlging in any manner
whatever not authorized the amount
or source of income, profits, losses, atec.,
disclosed in any return of income.

Income Tax Is Favored.

In the publicity campaign conducted
by the committee there have “been
many arguments advanced for the in-
come tax. It is held that the tax is
generally regarded by all students of
taxation as the best and most equita-
ble substitute for the personal prop-
erty tax. It is pointed out that the
tax has met with unusual success in
Wisconsin. At the recent general elec-
tion in Massachusetts the people adopt-
ed a constitutlonal amendment by a
vote of over two to one authorizing
the imposition of an income tax. An
income tax law on general business
corporations fs mow in operation in
Connecticut and West Virginia. It Is
held that the income tax is the fairest
and most equable because it taxes each
man according to his ability to pay.

It i1s held that because the property
tax throttles business, that it must be
pald in hard times as well as in good
times and that it must be paid by the
struggling new enterprise as well as
by the established prosperous. concern,
the income tax is a much better busi-
ness tax than the property tax, and
in an off year the income tax spires

SENATOR OGDEN L. MILLS.

York, less than 5 per cent of the farm-
ers and less than 1 per cent of the la-
borers pay income tax.

Notwithstanding the low rates the
yield of the tax will be large, it is de-
clared. A large proportion, if not the
full amount, should be returned to the
localities, so that in many towns the
proceeds of the income tax will make
a very substantial reduction in the rate
of taxation on property. i

It is set forth that the income tax
is the only tax which can equitably
reach such classes as professional men
who earn a large income, but pay no
tax under the present system. In an-
swer to the question *“Will the tax
work?” the committee replies that the
federal income tax works. The Wis-
consin income tax works. There i3 no
reason why a good law will not work
in New York. Taxpayers are not liars.
They will not pay property taxes at
2 per cent on securities yielding 5 per
cent n year. No wonder they will not
pay .such a tax! But Wisconsin ex-
perience proves amply that they will
pay an income tax of 2 per cent, and
the state gets more revenue out of an
equitable low tax than it gets out of
an inequitable high tax.

The argument that the tax is un-
necessarily inquisitorial and trouble-
some is not sound, the committee de-
clares. The proposed law is modeled
generally on the federal law for pur-
poses of convenlence. Taxpayers will
be given the option of making their re-
ports on the coples of the federal
blanks, -with a brief rider asking for
data in regard to those parts of the
law which are different. The tax
reaches the great class of people who
do business in New York, “enjoying
most of the privileges of citizens of the
state and who under the present law
pay no taxes whatsoever.

It 1s important that the state should
appropriate this source of revenue for
itself before the federal government
proceeds to take it all, the committee
holds. This is particularly true of the
state of New York, which pays a large
percentage of the federal Income tax.
From its standpoint, it 1s. better that
an income tax should be raised and
spent at home. h

- Honey In the Mails.

Parcel post package of honey broke
in mafl bag, and Orange (N. J.) post-
office force is trying to separate 300
gummed up letters,
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CASH PAID for
Poultry - Veal - Eggs

q Send your shipment direct to us. Check
mailed same day shipmentreceived. We pay
highest market prices. No Commiss_on.

€ Write us for guaranteed cash prices.

MEAGHER & PARSONS

REFERENCE 123 Sixth Street North
ANY BANK Minreapolis, Minn.

DROP”
dry ount; can used to the §
waste: no dust or divk.  You
Stove Polish
other polish. < Silk Swvuhl'ciish does not
forget—when yon
]
stove polish you cver
Dlack Sitk Stove Polish
Iron Enamel on grates, rog-

Black Silk Stove Polish

last drop; liquid and E’:Isl:: E

get your money's worth,

is not only rmost economieal, but it gives a brilli-

rub ofi—it lasts fsur ties na long as ordinary

iish, be sure to

i - your dealer will reford
Works, Sterling, Illinois.
istera, stove-pines, and aulo-

is different, 1t does not
one quality; absolute - e
Black Silk \
ant, sillcy _usr.m&lhut m{mot'be chitained with any
polish—so it saves ycu ,» work and money.
Dlac&“ﬁiik. Ifitisn't
your money.
Use Black Silk Air Drying
Vreverts

FA R M S We have direct buyers. Don't

pay commissions. Write de-

Dscﬂbms‘ property, naming

i lowest_price.” We help buy-
ers locate desirable property FREE.

AmeTican [nvestment Assn. 20] gilatt Bldg. Minneapolis, Ninn.

(First Pub. Nov. 15-8t)

Citation for Hearing on Petition for
Probate of Will,

Estate of Christen Peterson.

State of Minnesota, County of Mille Laocs.
In Probate Court.

In the matter of the estate of Christen
Peterson, decedent.

The state ot Minnesota to the mext of kin
and all persons interested in the allowance
and probate of the will of said decedent.

The petition of Esther Larson being duly
filed in this court, representing that Christen
Peterson, then a resident of the county of
Mille Lacs, state of Minnesota, died on the Ist
day of November, 1015, leaving a last will and
testament which is presented to this court with
sald petition, and praying that said instru-
ment be allowed as the last will and testament
of said decedent, and that letters testamentary
be issued thereon to said William Mork.

Now, therefore, you, and each of you, are
hereby cited and required to show cause, if
any you have, before this court at the probate
court rooms in the court house, in the village
of Princeton, county of Mille Lacs, state of
Minnesota, on the 13th day of December, 1915,
at 10 o'clock &. m., why the prayer of said peti-
tion should not be granted.

Witness the Honorable Wm. V. Sanford,
Judge of said court, and the seal of said court,
this 15th day of November, I915. )

WM. V. SANFORD,

{Court Seal.)

Judge.
E. L. McMILLAN, Esq.,
Attorney for Petitioner.
Princeton, Minn.

(First Pub. Nov. 11-3t)
Citation for Hearing on Final Account
and for Distribution.

ESTATE OF MARK A. NEWMAN.

State of Minnesota, County of Mille Laes.
In Probate Court.

In the matter of the estate of Mark A.
Newman, decedent.

The state of Minnesota to the next of kin and
all persons interested in the final account and
distribution of the estate of said decedent:

The representative of the above named de-
cedent having filed in this court her final ac-
count of the administration of the estate of
said decedent, together with her petition pray-
ing for the adjustment and allowance of said
final account and for distribution of the res!-
due of sald estate to the persons thereunto
entitled; .

Therefore, you, and each of you, are hereby
cited and required to show cause, if any you
have, before this court at the probate court
rooms in the court house. in the village of
Princeton, in the county of Mille Lacs, state
of Minnesota, on the §th day of December,
1915, at 10 o'clock a. m., why said petition should
not be granted.

Witness, the Judge of sald court. and the
sgatsl of said court, this 10th day of Noyvember,
1915.

WM. V. SANFORD,
(Court Seal) Probate Judge.
E. L. MCMILLAN, Esq.,
Attorney for Petitloner.
Princeton, Minn.

(Oct 28-6t)
Notice of Partition Sale.

State of Minnesota, County of Mille Lacs—ss.
Distriet Court, Seventh Judiecial Distriet.
John L. Wetsel, Plaintiffy

V5. |
Jennie M. Eennedy and William Ken-{

nedy her husband, George F. Wetsel
and Emma Wetsel his wife, Charles H.
Wetsel. Willlam G. Wetsel, Albert T.
Wetsel and Efie F'. Wetsel his wife,
Ray A. Wetsel, Christian S. Neumann,
also all other persons unknown having
or claiming an interest in the property
described In the complalnt herein, J
Detendants.

Notice is hereby given that pursuaat to and
in accordance with the judgment entered in
the action above entitled on the 2ist day of
October, 1015, a certified transcript of which
has been delivered to us; the undersigned ref-
erees will sell at public auction to the highest
bidder for cash at the front door of the court
house in the village of Princeton, county of
Mille Lacs, state of Minnesota, on Saturday,
the 11th day of December, 1915, at 10 o'clock in
the forenoon, those certain tracts or parcels
of land, lying and being in the county of Mille
Lacs and state of Minnesota, described as
follows, to-wit:

Parcel No. 1.—The east half of the northeast
c.\luamr of section fourteen (14). township
thirty-six (ﬁi. range twenty-seven (27).

Patrcel No. 2.—The west half of said north-
east quarter of section fourteen (14), township
thirty-s1x (36), range twenty-seven (27).

35 sald judgment it is provided as follows:
Sald- parcels shall be sold separately. Any
partyentitled to a share in said pro y. or
ln‘lgguﬁnbnncer mt}t{ad to have his llen paid
ou @ proceeds of the same, may become a
purchaser. All sales shall be made subject to
‘the confirmation of the same by the court, and

rs shall be allewed 15 days from the
te of confirmation within whizh to perform.

Dated October 25th, 1015. :

ANDREW BRYSON,
_IRA G. STANLEY,
HENBEY NEWBERT,

s KEITH, Reférees,
Attorney for Plaintiff.
E. L. McM

. MCMILLAN,
Attorney for Defendant, Efie F. Wetsel.
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Princeton State Bank

== Capital $20,000
\_D_o-. s General - Banking BuSiness

Interest Paid on Time Deposits.

mm Monw‘n
Insurance, Collections.

J. J. SKAHEN,

T

Security State Bank

Princeton, Minnesota

Capital $32,000 Surplus $4,000

JOHN

W. GOULDING, President G. A. EATON, Cashier

g2 8 8 8 8 s s ey s eyt L
b e dh e e e e b e’ e e e e bk 2k e i )

Pierson & Blocker

(Suecessors to L. C. Hummel)

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard,

Poultry, Fish and Game in Season.
Both Telephones.

South Main Street - - - = -  Princeton, -Minn.
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Farm Loans

McMillan & Stanley

Successors to

M. S. RUTHERFORD & CO.

Princeton, Minnesota
We Handle the Great Northern Railway Co. Lands

Farm Loans Farm Lands
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' Prime Meats of Every Variety,
Poultry, Fish, Etc.

Highest market prices pald for Cattie and Hogs. 1
Main Street, - - Princeton. §

FIT FOR
THE
FEET

Fit for the feet of man or woman, our handsome
shoes attract attention by their superior beauty, and
compel satisfaction by their internal ease and com-
fort. They are made in all sizes and widths, in the
very latest styles---models of the latest designs in the
best factories and every part of material and work-

~manship guaranteed. Popular prices prevail.

Solomon Long

Exclusive Shoe Store e -

Princeton, lMinnesota
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