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Addressed to

: Julius A. Schmahi

Secretary of State

OFFWE OF THE ATTORNEY
ERAL, ST. PAUL.
1 April 7, 1918.

Honorable Jullus A. Schmahl,
Secretary of State,
Capitol.

DEAR SIR: Pursuant to your re-
quest and in accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 46, Statutes 1913, I
herewith hand you statement of the
purposes and effeot of all amendments
to the Constitution proposed by the
legislature of 1915 and to be submit-
ted to the electors at the next general
slection; such statement also shows the
reading of the existing sections and
the way the same will read If the
pmendments are adopted.

Yours truly,
LYNDON A. SMITH,
Attorney General.
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PROI'OSED' AMENDMENT NO. 1.

By Chapter 379, Laws 1915, the legis-

e—f ature proposed for adoption by the

. ectors, an amendment of Section Two

3) of Article Eight of the Constitu-

¥ tlon, by adding to said Sectlon Two &
i new paragraph.

“ Section Two as It now stands reads
i as follows:

| ¢ Section 2.  “BCHOOL. AND SWAMP
| DS—SCHOOL VUNDES FROM SALE
| F—The procecds of suéh lands as are
| or herecafter may

be wgranted by the,

| . United States for the use of schoolsl
within each township in  :his state

" : "ghall remain a perpetinal school fund

to the state: and not more than one-
third of said lands may bo sold in two
vears, one-third in flve vears, and one-
) third In ten _\'Pf;m: hut ;]un 1ands ?{;
o the reatest valuation shall be salf
l“ ﬁr’si‘:8 Provided, that no portion of said
fands shall be a6l otherwize than ot
4 public sale.. The principal of all fim s
4 arising from sales or other disposition
. - . of ‘»nds or other property, granted or
' 3 ‘ad to this state In each town-
§.. ..r educatiomal purposes, shall

forever be preserved inviolate and un-
diminished; and the income , arisiig
from the lease ur sile of said scuuool
land shall be distriouted Lo the wii-
ferent townships Lhrouyhout the state,
proportion to the number of schol-
Ars in each township, between the uxes
of five and twenty-one years; and snali
be faithfully applied to the specilic
objects of the vuriginal graifts or ap-
propriations. Sultuble laws shall be
enacted by the legisiature for the safe
Investment of the principal of allfunds
which have heretofore arisen or which
may hereafter arise from the sale or
bther disposition of such lands, or the
Income from such lands accruing In
Any way before the aamle or dispoeition
thereof in ‘interest-bearing bonds of
the United States, or of the State of
Innesota issued after the vear 1860,
or of auch other state as the legisla-
ture may by law from time to time di-
rect. All swamp lands now held by
the state, or that may hereafter accrue
to the state, shall be appralsed and
Id in the same manner and by the
me officers, and the minimum price
hall be the same less one-third, as is
provided by law for the appraisement
&nd sale of the school lands under the
rovisions of title one af chapter
hirty-eight of the General Statutes.
he principal of all funds derived
om sales of swamp lands as afore-
said shall forever be grenerted invio-
late and undiminished. One-half of
the proceeds of said principal shall be
appropriated to the common school
fund of the state: the remaining one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu-
sational and charitable institutions of
kEa state In the relative ratio of cost
support sald Institutions.”

The paragraph which it is proposed
o add to sald Section Two reads as
tollovs:

“A revolving fund of not over
two hundred fifty thousand dol-
lars ($250,000) may be sst apart
from the fund derived from the
sale of school and swamp lang.s,
to be used in econstructing roades,
ditches and fire breaks in, through
and around unsold school ahd
swamp lands and in clearing such
lands, such fund to be replenished
ag long as needed from the en-
hanced valug realized from the sale
of suth lands so benefited.”

Under Section Two as it now stands
the proceeds of the sale of school and
iwamp lands constitute the principal
of a trust fund, the income of which
I8 used for the support of the schools,
sducational and charitable institutions
of the state. Section Two as It now
stands provides that the principal of
such fund "shall forever be preserved
Inviolate and undiminished.”

THE EFFECT of the proponed
amendment, if adopted, will be to mod-
the provision last quoted to the
extent of permitilng the legislature ta
set anide not te d §230,000 of the
principal of. the trust fund as a revolv-
Ing fund to be uscd for the purposes
stated In the d t prop d

FROFOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3.

By Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for adoption by the
slectors, an amendment of Section Six
{6), of Article Eight (8) of the Con-
stitution. -

Section Six as It mow astands reads
as follown:

"SBection 6§, INVESTMENT OF
SCHOQOOL FUNDS — The permanent
school and university fund of this state
may be invested In the bonds of any
county, school dlstrict, eity, town or
village of this state, but no such in-
vestment shall be made until approved
by the board of commissioners deslg-
nated by law to regulate the invest-
ment of the permanent school fund and
the permanent university fund of this

state; nor shall such Iban or invest-
ment be made when the bonds to be
issued or purchased would make tha

entire bonded indebtedness exceed fif-
teen per cent of the asseased valuation
of the taxable real property of tha
county, school district, city, town on
village issulng such bonds: nor shall
guch louns or indebtedness be made at
& lower rate of interest than three per
cent per annum, nor for a shorter pe=
riod than five years, nor for a longer
period than twenty years, and no
change of the town, school distric
city, village or of county lines shal
relieve the real property in such town,
gchool dlstrict, county, village or city
in this state at the time of the issuing
of such bonds from any liabllity for
taxation to pay such bonds.”

If the proposed | t 1s adopt
ed It will then read as follows:

“The permanent school and uni-
versity fund of this state may be
invested in the bonds of any coun-
t{ school district, city, town or
vf!aga of this state, and in first
mortgage loans secured upon im-
proved and cultivated farm lands.
of this state. But no such invest-
ment or loan shall be made until
approved br the board of comamis-
sioners designated by law to regu-
late the investment of the perma-
nent school fund and the parma-
nent university fund #f this state;
nor shall such loan or investment
be made when the bonds to be is-
sued or purchased would make t!:a
entire bonded indebtedness exce
156 per cent of the assessed valua-
tion of the taxable property of the
county, school distriet, clty, town
or village issuing such bonds:; nor
shall any farm loan, or investment
be made when such investment 01*'
loan would exceed 30 per cent o
the actual cash value of the farm
land mortgage to secure said in-
vestment; nor shall such invesat-
ments or icans be e at a low-
er rate of Interest than 3 per cent
per annum, nor for a shorter perlod
than flve years, nor for a longer
period than thirty years, and no
change of the town, school dis-

triet, city, wvillage or of county
lines shail relleve the real prop-
erty in such town, school dlstrict,

county. village or city in this state
at the time of issuing of such
bonds from any liability for taxa-
tion to pay such bonds.”

THE PURPOSE of the amendment is
to authorize the investment of the per-
manent school and nniversity funds in
bfirat mortgage lonns secured upon im-
proved and ecultivated farm lands
where the amount of the loans so me=
cured does not exceed 30 per cent of
the value of the land mortgaged.

THE EFFECT of the adoption of the
proposed amcndment will be to permit
the legislature to anthortze the in-
vestment of the permanent school and
oniversity funds in farm mortgages as
above stated, as well as Iin the honds
of amy county, school district, city,
town or village of this state. , Under
Section Six as it mow reads bonds cam~
not be purchkased unless they mnture
at least five and not more than twenty
years after purchase. If the amend-
ment is adopted, bonds and mortgages
may be purchased if they mature not
less than flve mor more tham thirty
rears after purchawmse.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8,

By Chapter 381, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for adoption by the
electors, an am:udment of Article Nine
(3) of tihe Constitution hy adding
thereto a new section, which reads as
lollows:

“Section 17. The lexislature iam
hereby authorized tn provide by
law for the mining and sale of any
iron ore or other minerals which
the state owns, in fts sovereign ca-
pacity., and as trustes for the peo-
ple of the =tate, which are situate
under the waters or bed of any
meandered public lake or river,
and for that purpose mav provide
for the drainage of any such lake
or river, or the diversion of the
waters thereof to a new bed or
channel, provided, howevér, that

the vestad riparian rights of pri=

¥i4® peisulls Or COrpursauons own-
ing iand adjoining” sucn Jukes
shall not be uesiroyed or damuged-
without their cousent, Unlcss cu.i-
penfation ' tuereior shall be nrst
pald or secured. ‘I'ie principal of
all funds arising from the sale of
such iron ore, or other minerals,
shall lorever be preserved inviu-
late and unaiminished, buc the ine
come therefrom shall pe used for
the construction, improvement
and malntenance of the public
roads of the state. .The principal
of such funds shall be loaned or
invested in the same manner, by
the sume officers and upon the
same terms as is, or from time to
time hereafter may be authorlsed
Dy the constitution and laws, for
the loaning or Investment of the
g:rﬁnnam sghool and university
nds of the state.”

THE PURPOSE of the proposed
imendment cammot be more clearly
itated than is expressed thereln.

THE EFFECT of the amendment, It
udopted, would be to confer. power on
the legislature to provide by law for
the mining of iron ore and other min-
erals, which the state ovwna in fts sov-
trelgn capacity and situate under the
bed of any meandered public lake or
tiver, subject to the resiriciion that
Ihe rights of riparian owners om any
Juch Inke or xiver, shnll not be de-
itroyed or isjured without compensa-
tion. If the legislature exercises the
power, in cane it is conferred, it could
tlso provide for the drainage -or di-
veraslon of the waters of the Ianke or
river with referemce to which It L]
lesislates; it could also prescribe by
whom such ml 1 1d° be mined'
ind the compensation to he pald to the
state therefor. The proceeds of thel
sale of any such mimnerals would con-
stitute a fund to be loaned and invest-
ed the same as the permanent school
and university funds, the income of
sueh fund to be used in the construc-
tion, improvement and maintenance of
publie romds.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4

By Chapter 382, Laws 1915, the legls-

ature proposed an amendment to Sec-

o ;Il‘wo 2) of Article Six of the Con-
ution.

“‘S8ection 2. SUPREME COURT
ﬂla supreme court shall consist ;ﬂ
ig chief justice and twp associate iuu-g
licés, but the number of assoolate jus-|
tices may be increagsed to a n]umber
not exceeding four, by the legislature,
¥ & two-thirds vote, when it shall be
eemed necessary. It shall Have orig-
al Jurisdiction in such remedial cases
A8 may be prescribed by law and a.?-
ellate jurisdiction in all cases, both in
AW and equity, but there shall be no
trial by jury In sald court. It shall
hold one or more terms in each year,
13 the legislature may direct, at the
teat of government, and the legislature
may provide, by a two-thirds vote,
that one term in each year shall be
held in each or gny judicial district. It
thall be the dugr of such court to ap-
point a reporter of its decisions. There

shall be chosen, by the qualified elee-
tors of the state, one clerk of theg su-
reme court, who shall hold his bffice

or the term of four years, and until
his successor ‘. A1) elected and quali-
fled; and the ' i :s of the supreme
court, or a majority of them, shall have
the power to any vacancy in the
office of clerk of the supreme court
until an election can be regularly had.”

If the propomed 1 t is ndopt
ed the amectlon will then read as fol-
lows: .

“Section 2. The supreme court
shall consist of one chief justice
and six associate justices.” Five
shall constitute a quorum, and th
concurrence of at least four shal
be necessary to a declsion. i
shall have original juriediction in
such remedial cases a8 may be pre-
scribed by law, and ap;;‘ellnto Juris-
diction in all cases, both in law and
equity, but there shall be no trial
by jury in said court. It shall hold
one or more terms In each year,
a8 the legislature may direct, at
the seat of government, and the
legislature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term in each

ear shall be held in each or any
udiclal distriet. ¥t shall be the
duty of such court to appoint a re-
porter of ita decislons and a eclerk
of the supreme court.”

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Su.

preme Court ms mow constituted con-
sists of n chief justice and four asso-

eiate justices. The clerk of said court
Is now elected. If the amendment is
dopted, two iate justices will be
added to the court and the clerk will
be appointed by the court instead of
being elected by the voters, .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. B,

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis~
lature proposed for adoption by the
electors, an amendment of Section

leven (11) of Article Four (4) of the

onstitution.

8ald section now reads as follovws:

“Section 11. APPROVAL OF BILLS
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER—
Every bill which shall have passed the
genate and house of representatives, ip
conformity to the rules of each house
and the joint rules of the two houses,
shall, before it becomes a law, be pre-
sented to the governor of the state. If
& approves he shall sign and deposit
It in the office of the secretary of state
for preservation, and ttmtity the house
where it originated of the fact. But
If not, he shall return it with his ob-
Lectlons, to the house in which it ghall
ave originated; when such obhjections
shall be entered at large on the jour-
nal of the same, ard the house shall
proceed to reconsider the bill. f
After such reconsideration, two-thirds
of that house shall agree to pass the
bill, it shall be sent, together with the
objections, to the other house, by which
it ‘shall likewise be reconsidered; and
if It be approved by two-thirds of that
house it shall become a law. But in
all such cases the votes of both houses
shall be determined by veas and nays,
and the names of the Eersons votin,
for or against the bill shall be enter
on the journal of each housc respee-
tively. If any bill shall not be re-
turned by the governor within three
¥8 (Sundays excepted) after it shall
Ve been presented to him, the same
shall be a law in like manner as if
he had signed it, unless the legislature,
Ae}' adjournment within that time, pre-
ents its return; in which case it shall
mot be a law, The governor may ap-
prove, sign and flle in the office of the
secretary of state, within three days
Bfter the adjournment of the legisla-
ture, any act passed (Inrlng the last
three days of the seasion, and the same
shall become a law. If any bill pre-
sented to the governor contains sey-
eral items of appropriation of mone
he may object to one or raore of sue
items, while approving of the other
portion of the bill. In such case, he
#hall append to the bill, at the time
of signing it, a statement of the items
to which he objects, and the appropria-
tion =0 objected to shall not (ake ef-
fect. 1f the legislature be in gession,
he shall transmit to the house in which
the hill orizginated a copy of such state-
ment, and the items objected to shall
ba meparately reconeidercd. If, on re-
consideration, one or more of such
Items be approved by two-thirds of the
members elected to each house. the
same shall be a part of the law. not-
withstanding the oblections of the gov-
ernor.  All the provisions of this zec-
Hon, in relation to bills not approved
hv ihe wsovernor, shall annlv in rases

rom any item or items contalned in a
111 approprlating moneyx.”

It is proposed to mamend that mectiom
o that {t shall read as followa:

“Section 11. Hvery bill whick

Said Sectiom 2 mow reads ams follovwms-

Saal, have passed DO seni.. wana
bouse of representatives, iu cuan-
- formity to tne ruies of eacn house
and twe jJoink rulvs of tne wo
Dupses, snwil, before it becuines a
daw, we presented Lo the guvoiuos
o the state. I[f he approves bhe
¥nali sign’ and deposit it in the
Uuice 0L Lhe secretury of state for
pieservation, and nolify tue house
wnere 1L vrigloated of the fact.
but if not, he shail return it, with
his woubjections, to the house.in
which it shall have originated;
when such objectivns shall be ene
tered 4t large on Lne Jourpal of
the same, and the house shall pro-
ceed Lo reconsider the bill. i,
after such reconsideration, two-
thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, to-
gether with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall like>
wlse be reconsidered; and if it be
approved by two-thirds of that
house it shall become a law. But
in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by
yeas and nays, and the names of
the persons voting for or agalnst
the bill shall be entered on the
ournal of each house respective-
Y. If any bill shall not be re-
turned by the governor within
daﬁs (Sundays excepted
after it shall have been presente
to him, the same shall be a law in
Yke manner as if he had signed
it, unless the legislature by ad-
Journment within that time, pre-
vent its return; in which case dt
shall not be a law. The governor
may apgrove. eign and file in the
office of the lecreta:;y of state,
within three days after the ad-
Journment of the legislature, any
act passed during the last three
days of the session, and the same
shall become a law. If any bill
resented to the governor contains -
veral items of appropriation of
money, he may object to one or
more of such items in whole or in
part, while approving of the other
rtion of the bill. _In such case
shall append to the bill, at the
time of slgning it, a statement of
the items and parts of items to
which he objects, and the part of
any appropriation so objected to
shall not take effect. If the legis-
lature be in session, he shall trans-
mit to the house in which the bill
originated a copy of such state-
ment, and the items objected to in
whole or in part shall be separate-
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid-
eration, one or more of such items
be approved by two-thirds of the
members elected . to each house,
the same shall be a’ part of the.
law, notwithstanding the objec-
tions of the governor. All the
provisions of this section, in réla-
tion to bills not aplproved by the
governor, shall ap in cases In
which he shall withhold his ap-
prgval in whole or in part from
any item or items contained in a
bill appropriating money.” .

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: . Under
the Constitution us it now is, the gov-
&rnor may veto any item in an appro-
priation bill, but he cannot eut downm
the a t appr iated for any mpe-
eific purpose. The amendment, if adopt-
ed, will give the govermor power ta
reduce the amount of an appropriation
for .any givem purpese, unless upon
transmittal to the legislature of a
statement of the part of an item of an
appropriation bill to which he objects,
the two houses, each by a two-thirdr
Vote, approve the item as it was orl"l.-
ally passed.

£

In which he ghall withhald hia app’rnvg"

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6,

By Chapter 384, Laws 1915, the legls-
Jature A)ropoaed an amendment of Sec-
tion Thirteen (13) of Article One (1)
of the Constltutlon.

The section as it now stands reads
as follows:

“Section 13. PRIVATE PROPERTY
FOR PUBLIC USE — Prlvate property
shall not be taken, destroyed or dam-
aged for public use, without just com-
panaantion therefor flrst pald or se-
cured.”

If the amendment is adopted the seo-
tion will read as follows:

“Section 18. Private property
‘llhall not be taken, destroyed or
amaged for public use, without
just compensation therefor first
pald .or secured, and such private
proparty may be taken, slestroyed
or damaged fnr the purpeose of pri-
vate as well as public dralnage
upon Jjust compensation therefor
being first pald or secured.”

THE PURPOSE of the proposed
dment is to p it the taking eof
private lands for the purpose of drain-
age purposes where the draln or diteh
will be of no public henefit, but wn the
sontrary will only benefit the land or
Iands of the p or p com-
structing the drainage ditch.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. V.
By Chapter 385, Laws 1915, the legis-

-lature proposed for adogtiun by the

electors, an amendment of Section One
é‘lﬁ'u ‘;)t Article Four (4) of the Consti-
n. ;

Section One a® it now stands, reads
as follows:

“Bection 1. TWO HOUSES — HES-
IONS — The legislature shall consist
of the senate and house of representa-
tives, which shall meet biennially at
the seat of government of the state,
at such time as shall be ﬁrucrihed by
law, but no session shall exceed the
term of ninety legislative days, and no
new bill shall be introduced in either
branch except on the written request
of the governor, during the last twen-
ty days of such session, except the at-
tention of the legislature shall K be
called to mome important matter' of
eneral interest by a speclal message
rom the governor.”

If the amendment is adopted,
section will then read as follows:

Bec. 1. TWO HOUSES—SES-"
SIONB. — The legislature shall
consist of ihe senate and house of
representatives, which shall meet
biennially at the seat of govern-
ment of the state, at such time as
shall be prescribed by law, but no
session shall excsed the term of
ninetr (90) legielative days, and

o bifl shall be introduced in either

ranch, except on the written re-
quest of the mgovernor, during the
last twenty ddys of such session,
except the attention of the legis-
lature shall be called to some -
portant matter of general inter-
est by a special message from the

vernor; but the people reserve
lo themselves direot power as fol-
Y 'CH

the

(a) CONSTITUTIONAL INITIA-
TIVE.—When at any time prior te
the commencement of any session
of the legislature, there shall have
been : flled +with the sacretary of
satate a petition proposing an
amendment - to the - constitution,
signed by two per centum of the
electors of the state, the secretary
of state shall transmit the
same to the legislature. not later
than ten (10) days after the com-
mencement of the session. If the
amendment 80 proposed be not sub-
mitied to the electors by the legis- -
lature at such session, or if it be
submitted in an amended form,
then. upon a further petition or
petitions, each =igned by e¢ight per
cenium of the electors of the statae,
Aled with the secretary of state
within six months after the ad-
fournment of 'the legislature the
amendment propoeed in the first
etition, or one or more amended
'orms thereof, shall be submitted
to the electors for their approval
or rejection at the next meneral or

eclal state-wide election occur-
ring not less than ninetvy days
after the filling of any such fur-
ther petition, Any d4dmendment

roposed by initiative petition
E: P:s egrllhsl or in an ame;‘*

LOrm, suDDItien o (De €1ecIOoTs Dy
the legisiuture or by a further pe-
tition, snall become a part vl the
Cvlatituiion, 1T approved by & mae
Juricy ol Lhe electors voling at
such election, or by - four-sevenths

of the electors voting on the pro--

o posed am ment; provided, not
ess than three-gsevenths of the
electors voting at sald election
voted for the proposed amendment.
This sectlon shall be construed as
4 means in addition to, Section 1,
Article 14, of 1he state constitu-
tion, for amending the same.

{b) STATUTORY INITIATIVE.
—When at any time prior to the
commencement of any session of
the legislature there shall
been fﬁed with the secretary of
state, a petitlon proposing a law,
slgned by two per centum of the
slectors of the stute, the mecretary
of state shall transmit the same
to the legislature not later than

ten (10) days after the commence-
ment of the session. If the law
S0

ipmposad be not passed by the
legislature at such session, or if
it be passed In an amended form,
,then upon a further petition or
petitions, each signed by six per
centum of the alectors of the state,
filed with the secretary of state
within six months a¥ter the ad-
Tournment of the legislature, the
aw proposed in the first petition
or one or more amended forms
thercof, shall be submitted to the
electors at the next general or spe-
clal state-wide electlon, occurring
not less than ninety days after the
filing of any guch further petition
or petitions, and if apbroved by a
majority of the electors voting
thereon, provided the vote in faver
of the proposed law he not less
than thirty-three per centum of
the total number of votes cast at
such election, the same shall he-
cofne a law and go into effect
thirty days after such election, and
shall supersede any amended form
of such law which may have been
passed by the legislature. No law
paseed by the
and approved by the electors shall
be subject to the veto of the gov-
ernor. The authority of the people
to enact laws, as provided in this
subdivision, shall extend only to
laws authorized by the provisions
of the constitution.

(¢) THE REFERENDUM, — If
within ninety days after the final
adjournment of any session of the
legislature, a referendum petition,
signed. by six per centum of the
electors of the state, shall be filed
with the secretary of state against
any law or an{ part of a law,
passed by the leglslature at sue
sesslon, such law, or such part o
a law shall be submitted to the
electors at the next general or
speclal state-wlde election, occur-
ring not lass than ninety days after
the filing of said petition. If a
majority of the votes cast thereon
be in the negative, provided such
megative vote be mnot less than
thirty-three per centum of the to-
tal number of votes cast nt such
election, such law or such part of
& law shall thereby be repealed.
Brovided, that {f a referendum pe-
tition is signed by fifteen per cen-
tum _of the electors of the state,
the law, or part of a law, against
which such ‘{:etltlon is flled shall
be suspended pe.ding the refer-
endum vote thereon. Provided the
saxce shall equal 33 per cent of the
votes at such election.

Any law vroviding for a tax levy
er appropriating money for the
current expenses of the state gov-
ernment or state institutions, any
act of the legislature submitting
a constitutional amendment or
other gquestion to the electors of
the state, or any emergency law
necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace,
health, or safety, shall go into ef-
fect immediately upon its passage
and aporoval by the governor, and
uch laws, excegt emergency laws,
121l not be subject to a referen-
dum vote. All other laws shall go
into effect ninety days after the
adjournment of the leglslature. A
bill. proposing an emergencg lmw
shall contain a preamble briefly
setting forth the facts constitut-
ing the emergency. A separate
vote shall be taken upon the pre-
amble of auch bill by a call of the
eas and nays, and If the pream-
le be adopted by a two-thirds vote
of all the members of each house,
it shall be an emergency law.

(d) GENERAL PROVISIONS. —
All petitions provided for in this
section shall contain a -title indi-
cating the subject and purpose of
the proposed law or constitutional
amendment, or the law, or part of
a law to be referred, and if =
change is proposed in an existing
constitutional provision or statute,
in addition to referring to the
same, it shall state the general
effect of the proposed change and
also the full text of the ‘proposed
law or amendment to the constitu-
tlon, or of the law or part of a
law, to be referred. Any initia-
tive or referendum petition may be
signed In separate parts but each
part shall conform to the provi-
sions herein contained.. All peti-
tions shall be signed and verified
before a person authorized to .ad-
minister an oath, and shall be in
such form that a person gigning a
etition thereby states under ocath,
rhe date of his signature, his resi-

dence, that he is a qualified elec-

tor, that he has not previously
signed any part of such petition,
and that he has signed the petition

with knowledge of the contents
thereof. To each part of such 13-
tition shall be attached the affi-
davit of the person before whom
e same was signed, which affi-
avit shall contain a statement of
the number of signers thereon,
that each of the signatures at-
tached to such part was made In
the presence of the affiant, that
to the best of his knowledge and
belief each signature is the gen-
uine signature of the person whose
name it purports to be, that he be-
lieves the persons who have signed
sucH petition to be electors, that
they sizned such petitlon with
knowledge of the contents thereof,
and that each person signed the
same on the date stated opposite
his name. The circulation of the
etition I%rov!ded for herein, or
. the prohlbition of the circulation
thereof, may be regulated by law,
and in case the circulation of any
petition is prohibited by law, the
percentage of slgners required on
any petition provided for in this
section shall be one-half ‘of the
percentage specified In subdivi-
sions a, % and ¢ of this section.

The percentage In any case shall
be based upon the total mumber of
votes cast for governor at the next
preceding election. All petitions
provided for in this section shall
contain the signature of not le
than one-half of the designat
ercentage of the electors In not
ess than one-fourth of the coun-
ties of the state. In initiating a
law or constitutional amendment,
electors who have signed the first
ghall he qualified to slgn the sec-
dgnd petition.

The sufficiency of all petitions
shall be decided by the secretary
of atate subject to review by tha
eourt. If the seeretary of state
decides that anly petition 1s insuf-
ficient, he shall permit a reason-
able time for making corrections
or for filing add!tional signatures.

the event of legal proceedlnfl
in court to prevent giving effect to
any such petition on aceount of
insufficiency, or anyv other ground,
the burden of proof shall be upon
the person attacking the petition.
" No law or amendment to the con-
stitution inftiated and approved Ly
the electors as herein provided,
ghall be "eld unconstitutional or
vold on accnunt of the insufficiency
of any initiativa petition; nor shall
the repeal of any law submitted
by referendum ‘petition be held in-
valid for such insufficlency.

All initlative laws and. consti-

* tutional amendivents shall be so
=hmitted tn the electors as to

permit an affirm~tive or negative

vate upon each measure submit-

ted. If conflicting proposed laws

or tcon'ﬂ!r-*;lng rr%“::s:;d sl,:und-

ments {0 the constitution
proved at the same eMction, ?5
I

have -

nitlative petition *

- shall

e ey

one recelVing ine nignest numDer
of affirmative votes shall prevall

-&% to connicting provisions.

The style of all leginlative meng-
ures and amendments 10 the .on-
stitution initlated hg the people
under this section shall be: +Rg
it ensacted by the People of the
Btate of Minnesota.”

The provisions of this sectlom
mafr be enforced by appropriate
legislation, but until such legisla-
tion has been enacted, this section

be self executing.

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT of

this amendment, if ‘adopted, will be
three-fold.
(a) it will permii the voters to pro=-

pore amendments to the sinte constitu-
tion, for adoption, without action by

the legislature.
as it now

Under the constitution
constitutf 1 d

tmnd

ments can be proposed only by the leg-
lslature.

(b) So, too, if mdopted, the d

ment will permit electors te propome . ~
laws for ennciment and if not enacted
by the legislatures, the voters may h:
sufiicient petition, require the questior
of the enactment of the proposed Iaw

to be aubmitted to the voters.

If aiv

proved by a majority of the electm-
voting, thereon, provided the vote 'n
favor of the proposed Inw is not lem
than thirty-three per cent of the tota.
number of votes cast at auch electlon,
the same becomes a law with the same
force amd effect as though passed by

the

legislature. The governor will

have no power to veto a law so passed,
but the people camnot so pass any law

which is prohibited by the econ-
stitution.
' (e} So toeo, it adopted, the amend-

ment will permit the voters by proper
petition to require a vote on the ques-
tion of whether or not any law or part
thereof, of certain classcs of laws,
passcd by the legislature shanll be re-

prenled,

If the petitlon asking for the

referendum 18 algned by fifiecn per
cent of the voters of the state, the num-
ber of whom is to be determined by
the number of votes cast for Governor
at the preceding eclection, the law so
referred to the voters will not take

effect
thereon.

pPending the refcrendum vote
The vote required to repeal a

law passed by the legisinture and the
classes of lnws which capnot be so
repealed are specified ia Subdivision

LT e

of ihe proposed amendment as

mbove printed.

,PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO, 8

- By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the legis-

lature proposed for adoption by
electors an amendment

the
of Section T,

Article 6, of the constitution.

The mection mow reads ns followa:
“Section 7. PROBATE COURTS—

There shall be established in each or-
ganized county in the state a probate
court, which shall be a court of rec-

ord, and be held at such

times and

flaces A8 may be prescribed by law.
t shall be held by one judge, wha
shall be elected by the voters of tha
county for the term of two years. Ha

ehall be a resident of such county at

the time of his election,

and resida

therein during his continuance in of-

fice:
provided by law.

hig - compensation shall ba
& may appoint his

and

own clerk where none has been elect-
ed; but the legislature may authorlze

the election,

by the electors of any

county, of one clerk of register of pro-
bate for such county, whose powers,

duties,
shall be prescribed by law. A

term of office and compensation
probate

court shall have jurisdiction ovei the

estates of deceased”

sons under guardianship, but no othes

jurisdiction,

except as prescribed by

this constitution.

substitute the word “four”

The amendment simply proposes ta

for the

word “two” so that the sentence pre-
scribing the duration of the term of
office will, If the amendment Is adopte
ed, read as follows:

“It shall be held by one judge,
who shall be clected by the voters
of the county for the term of four
years."

PURPOSE ' AND EFFECT: The

amendment, if adopted will° make the
term of office of the Judge of Probate
four years instead of two.
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Now’s the time to pick it
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heaters. It burns wood too.
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for your money.
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