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STATE LEGISLATURE

Welch Nonpartisan League Tonnage
Tax Bill is Put to Sleep for
at Least This Session. °

Hamer and Serline Bill Legalizing
Elections Where Notice Has
Not Been Given Passes.

The Welch (nonpartisan league)
tonnage tax bill has met its fate—it
has been laid to rest for at least this
term of the legislature. In fact the
nonpartisan league members are re-
sponsible for its death. The measure
was in aetuality beaten by playing
the Welch and Bendixen bills against
each other. So, as prophesied by the
Union, no tonnage tax measure will go
through at this legislative session.

A bill was introduced by Senator
Hamer to legalize elections by villages,
authorizing sales and leases of their
electric lighting plants where notice
of such election had not been given in
accordance with law. The measure
was passed under suspension of the
rules. A similar bill was introduced
in the house by Representative Serline
and passed. Governor Burnquist has
signed the bill. This makes the sale
of Princeton’s lighting plant valid.

Only one vote, that of 0. A. Devold,
socialist, was cast in the senate
against Theodore Christianson’s sedi-
tion bill, when it was brought up on
motion of Senator James H. Hall and
passed under suspension of the rules.
The bill has been signed by the gover-
nor. It strengthens the sedition act
passed two years ago to cover such
things as attacks on the coming Lib-
erty loan, but applies only when the
country is at war.

Residences, whether in ci¢y or coun-
try, are to be assessed at only 10
per cent of their value, under terms
of a bill by Senators Bessette, Gandrud
and Hegnes. Farm buildings, house-
hold goods, agricultural products in
the hands of the producer, and tools
and implements in the hands of users,
also are placed in the 10 per cent class.

The house general legislation com-
mittee has recommended for passage
the C. H. Warner street railway bill,
after incorporating several important
amendments. The bill authorizes
street railway companies to surrender
their local franchises and licenses and
to operate thereafter under the license
and supervision of the state railroad
and warehouse commission. One of
the amendments to the bill, as report-
ed out by the committee, gives the
railroad and warehouse commission
control over the issuance of all securi-
ties. Another requires the mainte-
nance of an adequate depreciation ac-
count of the upkeep of street railway
property. A third amendment re-
quires that in all cases of appeal of
the companies from orders of the city
councils the cases will be brought be-
fore the railroad and warehouse com-
mission on the same evidence as was

#/brought before the city councils.

Ralph J. Parker’s bill, levying a b
per cent tax on royalties collected by
mine owners, has been reported for
passage by the house committee. The
committee killed two other royalty
tax bills by H. H. Emmons and John
Kelly. It also vetoed the Wicker bill
transferring enforcement of the in-
heritance tax law from the attorney
general to the state tax commission.

After a hearing the house civil ad-
ministration committee killed the bill
to abolish the state weights and
measures department.

With known opponents of suffrage
voting for it, the house bill giving
women a vote on presidential electors
wags passed by the senate 49 to 11, and
the governor has attached his signa-
ture. Men-: still fighting the measure
declare such a bill should be made a
constitutional amendment, and it is ex-
pected it will be taken to the courts.

The house has passed the Burrows

I bill providing for the recording of sol-

.4 a ton in the tax on ore hauled

~wdiers’ discharge papers with registers

of deeds. The records are made con-
clusive evidence of the soldiers’ hon-
orable discharge when it may be ques-
tioned in court and they are to make
a permanent record of the citizen sol-
diers of each county.

The DeLury bill, providing certifica-
tion of Minnesota seed potatoes, has
been indefinitely postponed by .the
house. The Peterson bill covering the
same points, was then placed on the
house calendar subject to amendment.
The Peterson bill has passed the
senate.

An increase from three to five cents
in
“freighters plying international waters

is proposed in a bill introdudd by
Senator Magnus Johnson of Litchfield,

Senator Hamer introduced the fol-
lowing measures: Relating to oil in-
spection fees and the collection there-
of; relating to duties of state treas-

urer, and repealing certain chapters,
providing for additional report by the
state treasurer; relating to receipi;s
and payments of money by county
treasurer. :

The Dorcas S)upper.

Those who attended the supper
given by the Doreas society of the
Congregational church last Saturday
evening passed under the genial spell
of the good old St. Patrick as soon as
they entered the armory dining room.
Green shaded candles on

tables, big bows of 'St. Patrick’s
favorite color adorned the cookie bas-
kets and everywhere were evidences
of the deference paid to the memory
of Ireland’s patron saint.

Lassies, as winsome as any who
ever frolicked on the swards of the
Emereld isle, served as waitresses
and made a pretty picture in their
quaint Irish costumes, They kept the
plates replenished with the palatable
food the Dorcas society is famed for
serving.

There was also an opportumty to
purchase from a fancy work booth
dainty Easter gifts, which opportunity
was eagerly seized by many, as the
articles were quickly disposed of.

The money realized from this booth
is the beginning of a fund to be raised
for the erection of a new Congrega-
tional church, which is a near future
possibility. In this undertaking, as in
most undertakings of a like nature,
the women are the first to put their
shoulders to the wheel, and it is hoped
that, with the start thus given them,
the project will gain such headway
that it will soon reach the successful
culmination it deserves. Our town
needs just such an up-to-date building
as is being planned to take the place
of the unsightly old building which
should have been replaced years ago.

Edward Meyer.

Edward H. A. Meyer died at the
home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
August F, Meyer, in Princeton town-
ship, at 8 a. m. Monday, March 24,
from inflammation of ‘the brain and
lung fever. He was 19 years, 1 month
and 9 days old and. had only been
sick six days.

Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. Strauch at Zion German Luth-
eran, church yesterday afternoon and
a large number of people was in at-
tendance.

Edward Meyer is survived by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Meyer,
and the following brothers and sisters:
Clarence, George, Malinda, Allen,
Fred, Erwin, Helen and Reuben.
George, who is in the navy, stationed
at Detroit, Mich., was among those in
attendance at the funeral,

Edward Meyer was a young man
possessing many sterling qualities and
was a general favorite among the
young people, who will greatly miss
his companionship. But the Lord saw
fit to take him from earth and He
knows that which is best.

The family takes this means of
thanking those who rendered: assis-
tance during the illness and at the
obsequies of their beloved son and
brother.

Oredered to Stop Stock Sales.

The North Dakota blue sky commis-
sion has ordered the Consumers Unit-
ed Stores company, a Townley project,
to cease the sale of certificates of
stock and not to establish more stores
until it complies with the laws of the
state.

The commission, made up of thegov-
ernor, attorney general and secretary
of state, issued its order under a rul-
ing of the supreme court that certifi-
cates of a similar nature, offered by
the Lignite Mining . company, were
speculative in nature and ‘covered by
provisions of the blue sky act.

The action taken by the state com-
mission makes it necessary for the
Consumers United Stores company to
bring all of its records and accounts to
the commission.

An inquiry into the accounts of the
company is expected to bring to light
many facts concerning the financing of
nonpartisan league projects.

Victory Loan Campaign.

The big drive for the Victory liberty
loan will begin on April 21. The
necessity for floating this loan is obvi-
ous and it is the duty of everyone to
buy to the limit and put forth every
effort' toward making the campaign
a glorious success. Let all be pre-
pared for the drive when the solicitors
call.

Short-term notes instead of long-
term bonds will be issued in the forth-
coming campaign, according to an an-
nouncement of the secretary of the
secretary of the treasury, as he recog-
nizes they will be easier to dispose of.
These notes will mature in five years
and will be issued in both registered
and coupon form.

Be prepared for the drive.

shamrock |
‘centerpieces glowed softly on the

PLANT DEAL CLOSED

Waterman Interests Pay $12,500 and
Council Transfers Municipal
Plant to Company.

Outstanding Warrants Against Village
to be Paid to the Amount
of the Sum Received.

At a special meeting of the village
council on Monday evening F. D. Wat-
erman, president of the Elk River
Power & Light Company, and A. D.
Briggs of St. Paul, attorney of the
corporation, appeared before the coun-
cil and accepted ordinance No, 105,
and the municipal plant of the village
of Princeton was duly transferred to
the Elk River Light &*®Power com-
pany. upon payment of $12,500 as
agreed.

A resolution was introduced by
Trustee Fred Newton and carried
unanimously that the village treasurer
be instructed to pay all outstanding
warrants against the village of Prince-
ton and the Water, Light & Building
commission of said village in any
amount necessary up to and including
$12,500.

A resolution was also introduced by
Fred Newton ordering the treasurer
to issue warrants in the sum of $6,000
and negotiate same to take care of
bonds due March 28, 1919, until such
money as was voted to refund such
obligations shall be forthcoming from
the state.

Bailey Quits Democratic Party.

Asserting that the democratic party
“has ceased to support democratic
principles,” former United States
Senator Joseph W. Bailey of Texas de-
clared in an address at Newark, N. J.,
that he “never again will vote for the
candidate of any party which con-
stantly reduces our liberty and un-
necessarily increases our taxes.”

Mr. Bailey, who was the principal
speaker at ithe “Victory banquet” of
the Road Horse association, blamed
the democratic party for the passage
of the prohibition amendment to the
constitution and for the near pass-
age of the amendment gre.ntmg suf-
frage to women.

“T have been .a democrat all my,

life,” he said. .“A ‘color’ democrat, if
you please, and I have never scratched
a party ticket, but those who now con-
trol the democratic party have re-
nounced or abandoned one democratic
principle after another in such rapid-
ity and bewildering succession they
have left us nothing except the name.”

The doctrine of reverence for the
constitution, he declared, had been
altered until the constitution is re-
garded “as an obsolete scrap of pa-
per."

Barberry Bushes Must Go.

Campaigned against as alien ene-
mies in war time when maximum food
production was being urged, common
barberry bushes, blamed for spread of
wheat rust, are ordered eradicated in
Minnesota urider a new law enacted by
the legislature and signed late Friday
by Governor Burnquist.

Minnesota property owners and oc-
cupants who have not done so are re-
quired to destroy all wheat rust pro-
ducing varieties of barberry and ma-
honia bushes by the new statute which
puts the shrubs in the class of public
nuisances. It is made the duty of the
state entomologist to enforce the law.

Following the verdict of the federal
department of agriculture that the
barberry bushes were responsible for
the spread of rust and consequent loss
in wheat production, the public safety
commission ordered all such Yushes
eradicated in Minnesota and the state
entomologist directed a state-wide
campaign to that end in which
hundreds of ornamental hedges were
destroyed.

Bandits Who Rob the Farmers.

Robbing the farmers is a favorite
pastime of the big eastern commis-
sion and storage companies. A few
weeks ago, when country creameries
were rushing their butter to the east,
attracted by the unusually high prices,
there was a sudden big drop in the
market. The butter in transit was
purchased on arrival at some 12 cents
lower than was the price when it left
the- creameries. Having secured this
butter at the low cost, the price im-
mediately began to rise, until it is
now to the top notch. Probably the
same trick will be played again in a
few days. This manipulation of the
markets brings the eastern bandits a
lot of velvet, and it comes out of the
farmers and their creameries. We
send bank looters to prison, when we
catch them—but these bandits, who
take no chances, are never punished

and are lauded as clever business men. |

—St. Cloud Journal-Press.

IN DISTRICT COURT

The';Mareh Term Opened on Tuesday

Morning With Judge William
- L. Parsons on Bench.

A Synopsis of the Court Proceedings
Up to the Time the Union
"“ = Went to Press.

Court Officers.

Judge ......coeenricsssiessissssennn. Willinm L. Parsons
Clerk H. A. Garrison
County Attorney ... .. W. C. Doane
Sheriff Harry Shockley
Stenographer ................... John P. Vandersluis
Court Deputies: Tom Yotten, Wm. Marsh

and Alfonso Howard.

Grand Jury.

William Heruth Greenbush
August Lind Greenbusk
Chas. QOlsan G busk
Theo Rosin Princet

John Fisher Princeton
E. Ruis Milo
Aug. Ande Bogus Brook
Daniel S Bogus Brook
Axel Kasp Borghol

Aug. Dahl Milaca
J. E. Dought Hayland
Magnus Sjodin (o] i
E. E. Dinwiddie Kathio
A. J. Bullis Princeton, Vil
Wm. Kaliher Princeton Vil
C. E. Hill.. Princet Vil.
Wm, Carlson .......ocwmmmme.., Milaca Vil
Frank Bourquin Milaea Vil
E. Yager:, Milaca Vil.
Mike Berry Milaca Vil.
John Lyneh ... Foreston Vil
Wm. Perkins .........couierionn. Foreston Vil,
0. J. Bergman Isle Vil.

Petit Jury.

-\ John Cla Greenbusk
Joe Deglman Greenbush
Chas. Berry Princeton
Frank Pohn - Princeton
Wm. Steeves. Princet
C. A. Larson - Milo
C. W. Hedblad .....cccvmmanianmsriasnsssssons . Borgholm
Geo. Billings * Borghol
Jacol I*' h Milaca
C. B.. Williams Page
Chas. Johnpson Page
John Lind . ; Dailey
C. A. Olson .. : (o] i
Andrew Brodin .......c.sisssremssssssnens South Harbor
John Bridge Princeton Vil
C. G. Peter Princeton, Vil
Chas. Ross. ' Princeton Vil
F. T. Kettlehodt Princeton Vil
J..C. Borden Princeton Vil.
Joel Maggart Princeton Vil.
Lewis J Princeton Vil.
John Kelley Milaca Vil.
Elmer Gardner .............. Mllm vil,
J. L. B W hkon ViL'

PO 4

In‘his usual stentorian voice Sheri(f

‘term of court on Tuesday morning at
11 o’clock, with Judge William L. Par-
sons of Fergus Falls presiding and
John P. Vandersluis taking the official
report. The court calendar was called
by the judge and the grand jurors in-
structed in their duties. William Kali-
her was appointed foreman of the
grand jury. Thc civil calendar con-
tained 15 cases and the criminal calen-
dar 6. i
i The grand jury concluded its inves-
tigations on Tuesday afternoon and
was dismissed. Only one indictment
was returned and that against Jesse
M. Sharkey of Cove for indecent as-
sault. Defendent was arraigned,
pleaded not guilty, and was bound over
in the sum of $500 cash to the next
term of court.

Hereunder is a snyposis of thé court
proceedings:

Judgments were, on motion of
County Attorney Doane for the state,
granted in six personal property tax
cases, viz., against C. E, 'Erickson,
Wm, Peterson, Peterson, Stromberg
& Swanson, Jack Stromwall, George
Van Camp and John Grell. The tax
case against A E. Shaw was eon-
tinued.

Lowell J. Chadbourne vs. Wm.
Kunst. Powell, Carman and Cain for
plaintiff, E. L. McMillan for defen-
dant. Continued over term.

J. M. Goss vs. E. E. Whitney. Henry
H. Sullivan for plaintiff, E. L. McMil-
lan for defendant. Settled and strick-
en from calendar.

Nels G. Johnson vs. Village of Mil-
aca and Wm. Peterson. Roleff Vaaler
for plaintiff,' Olin C. Myron .for de-
fendant. Settled. ;

Andrew N. Nelson vs, Wm. Peter-
son. Rolleff Vaaler for plaintiff. Olin
C. Myron for defendant. Settled.

The Milaca company, a corporation,
xs. Samuel H. Hill et al. Rolleff
Vaaler for plaintiff. Action to de-
termine adverse claim. There being
no appearanec on the part of defen-
dants, judgment was ordered for plain-
tiff.

State of anesota vs. David Shar-
banno.  County Attorney Doane for
the state, H. E. Poseleyxfor defendant.
Sharbanno was twice indicted at the
March, 1918, term of court for sup-
plying liquor to Indians. He paid $100
at that time on one indictment and
was placed on probation by the court.
Having lived up to his agreement the
second indictment was, on motion of
the state through the county attorney,
quashed,

The three indictments against Joe

Leathers, returned at the M¥rch, 1918,

Harry Shockley “opened the spring|-

term of court, were, on motion of the
state through County Attorney Doane,
dismissed.

State of Minnesota vs. Christ Le-
land. Appeal from justice court. De-
fendant was arrested at Onamia for
driving. an automobile while intoxi-
cated and fined $25. His appeal to the
district ‘court being defective, the
judge granted the motion of the state
to dismiss the appeal.

State of Minnesota vs. John Stanke-
vitch. Appeal from justice court.
County Attorney Doane for the state,
Rolleff Vaaler for defendant. Defen-
dant was fined $10 and costs at Page
for assault and appealed. The state
moved to dismiss in consequence of a
defective bail bond being submitted
and the court granted the motion,

- Court Notes.

As county attorney W. C. Doane
made his initial bow to the court, the
jurors and the litigants, and “Billy,”
as he is familiarly known throughout
the county, made an excellent impres-
sion—he performed his duties like a
veteran: In W. C. Doane the county
has an attorney who will at g1l times
be on the job, and who can be found at
any time of the day or night right here
at the Mille Lacs county seat. Billy
likes the work and he is a lawyer of
pronounced ability, gentlemanly and
accommodating. But he alsoknowshow
to fight—that’s the Irish in his make-
up, We feel confident that he will
make good in his office and perform
his work in a satisfactory manner.

Among the lawyers here from out of
town were Donald and W. H. Stewart,
St. Cloud; Rolleff Vaaler, 0. C. Myron
and C. F. J. Goebél, Milaca.

The following aliens appeared in
open court on Tuesday afternoon and
were granted naturalization papers:
John A. Anderson, Oscar V. Pearson,
John Zuidema, Milaca; Karl E. Hall,
Wahkon; Onezime Dery, Ronheby,
Bertel J. Jensen, Princeton; Howard
Redmond, Brickton.

One of the applicants, upon being

.| asked whether he had a United States
.| flag in his home, answered, “No, but I
-| did have one,” then questioned as to

whether he wanted to go down town
and purchase one so he could hold it
in his hand while being naturalized,
he exclaimed, “sure thing,” and when
he returned from the trip carried a
flag big enough for display on a public
building. Nobolshevism about that boy.

Community Club Meeting.

At the armory last night a public
meeting was held for the purpose of
organizing a community eclub for
Princeton and the surrounding coun-
try. Judge Wilson of Stillwater was
the speaker of the evening and R. P.
Morton presided. .

The meeting opened with two selec-
tions by a male sextet and this was
followed by a short tdalk by C. L.
Jump on farm bureaus and county
agents, E. K. Evens made a few re-
morks on the benefits of a community
club, and Verne Steward spoke of the
rapid development of Mille Lacs coun-
ty and the bright outlook for its fu-
ture.

Miss Eva Ross then rendered two

humorous recitations which were well
received and applauded:
" Judge Wilson of Stillwater then de-
livered a lengthy address on the bene-
fits of a community club, and elucidat-
ed the many points in connection
therewith. He said there should be
hearty co-operation between the town
and county, as both are part of the
community. The town depends on the
farmer and the farmer on the town
—a house divided against itself must
fall. He explained the form of com-
munity service, saying, first get some-
body on the job who knows how to run
the business. Every man, woman,
child, church and lodge should com-
prise a part of the service. Determine
what money is needed then go out and
get it. He spoke of marketing, labor,
roads, health, play, efficiency, educa-
tion, and many other subjects which
enter into the community project.
Labor, he said, is the greatest problem
to contend with.

H. A. Garrison rendered a vocal solo
which was much appreciated.

At the conclusion of his address
Judge Wilson started the organization
of a community club by asking all
those who wished to joIn to subscribe
their signatures, and many did so,
these to be chartér members. A com-
mittee of five has been appointed to
formulate a perfect organization.

Good Reason for Opposition.

If Nelson and Kellogg are opposed
to the league of nations as drawn up
and forced on the allies through their
sense of obligation to the United
States there is a good reason for it. It
takes something besides “pussyfoot-
ing -and mollycoddling” to .stand
against a superficial stampede toward
internationalism, and that at the ex-
pense of being called partisan and un-

patriotic.—Windom Citizen.

A SUCCESSFUL SHOW
First Day’s Potmute- at Arm-

ory, Despite Bad Roads; At-
, tended by Many Farmers.

Excellent Displays of Tubers—List of
Those' Who Were Awarded
Premiums on Exhibits.

In spite of the bad roads .and
weather, more than 75 farmers attend-
ed the first day’s sessions of the pota-
to growers’ institute at the armory.
The meetings are being held by the
agricultural extension division, uni-
versity farm, co-operating with the
farm bureaus of Mille Lacs, Isanti
and Sherburne counties. Instead of
the routine farmers’ institute of the
past the meetings are in the nature of
a two-day school on the vital and spe-
cific problems of potato growing, a
million bushel industry in the Prince-
ton community.

The meetings are in charge of Mr.
Kirkpatrick, assistant farm bureau
and county agent leader. Other
speakers on the first day were C. D.
Pad'tterson and A. F. Kranz, university

farm, St. Paul; Knute Bjorka, county
agent, Isanti county; Verne Steward,
former county agent and O. A, Dahl-
berg, the present county agent, both
of Mille Laes county.

In a study of the cost of growing
potatoes conducted yesterday by C. D.
Patterson, extension worker in farm
management, the farmers at the meet-
ing submitted figures showing the
average cost of producing potatoes in
the Princeton communi‘y under pres-
ent conditions to be 58 cents per
bushel, This took account of labor
and all other costs. According to the
speaker this was about one-third
higher than the pre-war cost of pro-
duction on farms in this section of the
state. At the afternoon session the
same speaker pointed out the relation
of a good_amount of livestock com-
bined with a moderate annual acerage
‘of potatoes as_successful factors in
making potato farming profitable.

A. F. Kranz of the horticultural de--
partment, university farm, explained?
factors influencing potato yield. Ac--
cording to Prof. Kranz climatic con--
ditions constitute the one greatest fac-
tor limiting yield in this part of the-
state. Vigor of the seed potatoes,.
size of seed piece, selection of seed,..
if closely looked after, will go far to-
offset bad climatic conditions. At the-
afternoon session the s er ex--
plained the ways of detecting mixture:
of varieties in the standard varieties—
Early Ohio, Triumph, Irish Cobbler
for early, and Green Mountain, Rural
New Yorker, Burbank, Burbank Rus-
set and King were emphaslzed as the
eight standard varieties for Minnesota,
but each community should, by agree-
ment, further limit its varieties im
order to secure more pmﬂt in the
business.

More clover with a consequent im-
proved crop rotation, more silos, sav-
ing forage and stimulating the keep-
ing of more livestock, were empha-
sized by County Agent Knute' Bjorka,
Isanti county, as a vital part of the
potato improvement project. The
average acreage of potatoes per farm
in that county is about 614 acres, while
the average of corn is only about one-
half as great. The potato acreage is
about 1% acres for every man, wo-
man and child in the county. The
speaker contended that this was to,
large in relation to the corn and clover
acreage and the small number of silos-
in the county to forerun a permanent-
ly profitable type of farming.

The potato improvement project of"
the Mille Laes county farm bureau:
was discussed-by Verne Steward and:
0. A, Dahlberg, past and present coun-.
ty agents. One of the biggest prob-
lems is the limiting of the number of"
_varieties grown and freeing the varie-
‘ties from mixture. Accordingly
strong attempts are being made to
get several good farmers in some
town to grow a total of 100 acres of
seed fields, which will be inspected and
have the mixture culled out while the-
plants are growing in the fields. This:
will give a fairly adequate supply of
seed of pure strain to furnish nelgh-
bors who want to get started wi

stock.

K. A. Kirkpatrick stated that the
Mora community last season, from a
survey conducted by the farm bureau
there, lost $40,000 because of mixture
in varieties. Brook Park, Browerville
and Bertha were cited as other com-
munities where the loss has been rec-
ognized and steps have already been
taken by the farm bureaus to prevent
it in the future.

“Ten Potato Profit Points” was the
subject of Mr. Kirkpatrick’s talk at
the afternoon session. The talk em-
braced an outline of the practices of
the most successful potato farmers in
growing their crop. We hope: to give
this outline in a future issue.

Premiums Awarded.

There was a total of 54 exhibits, of
which 47 were entered in competition
for premiums, The varieties were of
excellent quality and the show the
largest but one in the state this year.
Nels Cederquist of Foreston carried
off the grand sweepstake prize of $10
on a very fine exhibit of Rural New
Yorkers. Following is a list of the:
pnze winners:

Irish Cobblers. :
1st—Wm. Pierson, Dalbo, Isanti county.

2nd—Edwin Eastlund, Isanti, Isanti. county.
3rd—Albert Gustafson, Princet: Mille Lacs

: oolmty.

(Continued on Page. 4)




