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OXTLD you wealth obtain, my trwus* 
To Mooze wnioh some folks steal* 

Ton oan obtain ltfoonwtlr, too. 
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PRESENT fflCTS ABOUT CUBA 
f REPORT ON COKDi ~ ! A, " -*. , „_ 1 ^fe^C^V.'W^" MBtEMTARY 

„X IX THE ISLAND.^f^; '*^-
the contention of tlheir queen.: *AV"rast 
as the soldiers became sick they were 

Aa6fr*7? '^:i<t l Placed on trains and taken to HaVana 

Ingr the Scars of War and Rci 
M • ,-,,>torinn- Tranquillity After the 

v y" ., ; Horror* of Spanish Rule—Col. 

t-J , . ^ Falk's Summary of the Situation 

('- '-P-i"'vT<»-»ay—Aray ot Occupation Fair-

JJ.S "•',-. > I y comfortable ana in Good 

i '• h'rHealth—Character of the People 

- - ' ' Ji' . a n d T * e i r Way* of Living. V-l V 

-rfifc. Every visitor to Cuba, brings, back a 
, *'. new story in regard to the conditions and 

^'•"resources of the wonderful little island 
• rt that has. .been, despoiled of its beauty. by 

1 - <*Btruggllng' armies, yet the knowledge 
v , that was gained was so conflicting and 

. i>t> confusing that It was almost impossible 
V,'^ Vto form any definite conclusions in re-
-' ~/> gard to what really existed there. Even 

the Information possessed by the govern-, 
<nent consisted of dry and statistically 

< * compiled reports that conveyed little Idea 
wfefc,' y of the impression the country w,eu)d make 

^ ' on an observing traveler. k-">/' "H?\\ > *'< ~J' 

A recent plan of the war department 
^ which was carried into execution by Col. 

Otto H. Falk has remedied this defect 
to a great extent and the government is 

'now possessed of a complete report of the 
conditions on the island, with military 
possibilities kept in the foreground .of 

* course. CoL Falk was sent out in March, 
with Instructions to visit every .military 
station in Cuba and furnish to the. gov-
eminent of the United States an account 
of the conditions that prevailed there and 
an idea of the surrounding, country. This 
report was compiled by B. O. Trowbridge 
of the quartermaster's office In this city, 

^ ; 4, who acted as chief clerk to Col. Falk, 
'*; ,v during the trip and it has just been sub

mitted. -
Mr. Trowbridge is able to supplement 

the data contained in the report by per
sonal observations' that he made at the 

v time and he'ascertained things that were 
* *; not generally known, concerning Cuba. 
%. The country has been described as a 

beautiful spot, the garden of the earth 
;f in fact, and some writers have conveyed 

the Impression that it was almost a des
ert since its fields had been laid waste 
by struggling soldiers, but Mr. Trow
bridge found it neither. At some points 
its mills have been destroyed and its crops 
have been displaced by tropical vegeta-

. tion but there are plantations that show 
all the thrift and care of an Illinois "farm. 

•• Another general impression Is that the 
soldiers who are now in Cuba,. live in 
dog tents, amid filth, and swamps, and 

.that they are drenched to the skin by 
tropical cloudbursts, while they cook their 
bacon and beans over a simmering fire 
of wet branches. This is also a mistake. 
Themen, ••,,>>[±±£]-. M^^^Mi-^MBi 

Live in Barrack* ~ 

' and •they "have company m e s s , the -sanw 
as-they did when they were iii tMs coun
try, and in some cases the accommoda
tions are as good, if not better. Only 
those who are on guard duty or special 
detail are exposed to the rain and the 
government is supplying coats that will 
be ample protection against the storm. 

Cartoonists have been giving out the 
impression that skeletons of death stalk 
through the streets, wading in a mire- of 
.filth, and that vultures hover over awaits 
ihg the death of men in their own door-
yards. Disease Is said to be a greater 
foe to the army of occupation in Cuba 
than the combined Spanish-army, but this 
is another misapprehension. These con
ditions might have prevailed during the 
time that the Spaniards held the reins of 
government, but things have all changed 
since then, and as rapidly as American 
cleanliness and order can be introduced 
it is being put in force on the island, espe
cially In the. towns where the troops are 
•stationed. 

Matanzas is cited as an instance where 
American occupation has produced good 
results. It is stated that this is the finest 
town :on the island and as cleanly as any 
in the United States. Its streets are kept 
as clean as floors and not a bit of rub
bish or waste paper Is allowed to accu
mulate. It has a splendid park in the 
center of tho city and regimental bands 
congregate there every fine night and 
give concerts which almost all the resi
dents attend. It is situated ort elevated 
land, overlooking a" beautiful bay, and 
the sandy beach furnishes a delightful 
place to breathe the fresh air. The sol
diers bathe in the serf and sleep in the 
renovated and disinfected barracks that 
were formerly occupied by Spanish 
troops. The government has expended 
many thousand dollars at this point alone 
in repairing the' barracks and refitting 
the hospital for the use of troops. It Is 
pointed out that out of the 4,000 soldiers 
that hay •'•been, stationed there not one 
died from, disease. 

» The western part of the island; is the 
main agricultural point, and the province 

• of Plnar del Rdo, at the extreme end, has 
abundant resources. 

- « . - . - • ^ 

i.'.r^-Tobncco In Its Staple ,>*/vV 
product and, .although the graders not 
so fine as in other localities, a good crop 
is raised and it brings a good price. 
Farther east are the sugar plantations, 
and on tihe extreme east end of the island 
there is~ considerable timber, among 

< which game abounds. . 
Returning to the city of Plnar del Rio, 

which is the capital of the province and 
' western station for trooops, it may be 

• said that this cdty has a historic connec
tion with the war with Spain- It was 
here that the closest watch was kept by 

- the Spanish authorities before tho interfer-
I ence by the United States, and where 
\ some of the utmost cruelties were prac-
'<? tlced. There was scarcely a day that 
'"', some entire family ddd not disappear, 
' seized by the Spanish police, ami their 

friends never saw them again. .In re
sponse to inquiries it would be stated that 
they had boen,sent to Havana for exami
nation, hut -subsequent investigation 
would show that their bones were ratting 
beneth the soil of one of the Spanish 
prisons in the city. , 

These prisons only gave up their se
crets when tihe soldiers began making ex
cavations, and they have found that the 
ground was filled with skeletons, the 
skulls of which all bore the mark of tfoe 
fatal machete. All of the bodies had been 
decapitated, and most of the skulls had 
been split In twain. One skull Uhat is now 
«n exhibition In the city bears-three 

' koachete marks, one above the right ear, 
a second on the left side of the skull and 
the third had split the head in two; This 
was perhaps some particularly hard-
headed enthusiast In the cause of Cuban 
ltoex-ty, a±*d ft may he tihat he.- resisted 

' his Spanish murderer. It has been 
roughly estimated that at the outbreak of 
the war the province of Plnar del Rio 

" had a population of 30,000 people, and 
that half of these perished because of 
their real or suspected sympathy with the. 

• cunan cause. -Their bodies have been du» 
from the trenches where they" were 
thrown by butcihers and have been buried 
in the beautiful .cemetery near Plnar del 
Rio. Their gaves are nameless because 
It was impossible to Identify the decapi
tated skeletons. 

But Cuban graves- -are not the ohljr 
^ ones in the providence of Pinar; del 

Rio. Many of the Spanish soldiers died 

The passenger agent of the Western rail
way, which is the only line running be
tween Pinar del Rio and Havana, said 
that the right of way of the road was 

A Contlnnons Graveyard 
for Spanish dead who had been. taken 
from these hospital trains during the 
3ourT>«-y or 280 miles. He said that during 
the height of the sickness an average of 
1,00*) men a day were taken on the road 
to the hospitals. Some of these would 
die, often as many as twenty on the trip, 
and they would be buried along the route. 
This is why the Western railway is,caUed> 

afche graveyard r o u t e ^ . ^ ^ , ...">£' *-" 
The once prosperous ĉfty of' Pinar ,de1 

Rio, having a population of 5,000 people, 
was much changed when it was made a 
United States military station, although 
things have been put in fairly good order 
since that time. The railroad and wa^on 
bridges have -all .been, blown up. by dynar 
mite and the earthworks that were de-* 
signed tOr protect the city have fallen 
into decay. The insurgents came within 
half a mile of this fortification during 
the latter part of their struggle for lib
erty i and the Spanish soldiers were oadly 
frightened by the fear that they would 
be captured. 

At the time of Col. Falk's visit to the 
city Father Craft, who is a quarter-breed. 
Indian, was conducting a hospital for sol
diers who desired admittance, and he was 
assisted by four Sioux Indian women wno 
belonged to the sisterhood. Father Craft 
is well known throughout the Northwest 
from his experience in the Wounded Knee 
Indian uprising, when he was . stabbed 
seven times and left ror dead. One. of the 
thrusts was with a cheese knife and the 
weapon was run entirely through his 
body. Soon after the outbreak of the Cu
ban war he joined the insurgents and was 
of so much aid in caring for the wounded 
that the Spaniards used every means to 
effect his capture. They even offered a 
reward of $5;000 for his arrest, and some 
of 1 he treacherous Cubans seriously dis
cussed the plan of turning him over «to 
the enemy in order to get the money. 

While the social conditions of this prov
ince are not of the best, they are said 
to be "on the mend" because of the as
sociation with American Vigor and enter
prise. Some.of the methods In vogue were 
exceedingly strict and others were un
usually lax. The chaperone system was 
one which Americans would be likely, to 
construe as overdone, as a senorlta would 
never go Into the street 

"Wlthont a Chaperone. 
I After * the wives of American officers 
came to the city and ventured out on 
chopping tours unaccompanied, the na
tives took the cue and if is no uncommon 
sight to see a bevy of senoritas out for a 
walk without a chaperone. ># 

Since the arrival̂ "of* people from the 
United States the-color' line, which had 
been entirely obliterated, has been drawn 
in some Instances with as much rigor as 
it is hi this country. The people of Cuba 
were quick to see that a distinction was 
made between the white man and the 
negro or mixed blood, and, as other 
things-, they copied this tendency. - ^ -

Had.Gen. Miles brought his famous bath 
*tub to;:t3uba^t-^ould -have-beea -an-object 
of even more comment, for bath tubs are 
exceedingly scarce in Cubâ  Even tho 
best hotels do not have them, and the 
only public bath is the sea or the river. 
The rivers are all fed from springs and 
the water Is excellent for any purpose. 

The government has been greatly ham
pered in its building operations by. the 
lack of suitable material. In Cuba the 
roof of a building is the most expensive 
part of it as the Ordinary materials used 
in this country will not. stand the test. 
Shingles decay during the rainy season, 
owing to alternation of excessive rains 
and the fierce heat of the sun. Slate has 
not been used to any extent and tiling 
costs a great deal. The natives use a 
thatch made 

From the Royal Palm, 
and this tree is very scarce. It is re
garded as unusually valuable because 
every part of the tree can be used. The 
palm-like top is used for roofs, the body 
of the tree is squared and the center 
is used for posts while the outside slabs 
are utilized as boards. Near, the point 
where the Ibranches begin is u burrel' 
'shaped enlargement of the trunk and 
this is cut off, hollowed out and used 
for a barrel. Further up U10 trunk is the 
new growth and this can be peeled off, 
furnishing a leathery bark, hot unlike the 
.birch bark used by the Indians. This por
tion of the tree will unwind like a rcll 
of paper and the Cubans find It very con
venient in patching the ho.es in thtir 
primitive huts. Just under i'.ie Tranches 
are clusters of berries that are exc'.-!!eni 
for fattening hogs, 10 that none of rhe 
tree is allowed to go t» w.*,.«tv.- in this 
country mahogany is counted as one of 
the most valuable woods, but the Cubans 
burn It for firewood and In the-eastern 
part of the island Immense trees ar$ cut 
for fuel. 

The thatch roofs are used exclusively 
for tobacco, sheds, as any other material 
would burn, owing to the Intense heat 
caused, by the curing of the green leaves. 
The native' planters do not cut tobacco 
the w4ay they do in the South; out strip 
it from the stems in the fields,, and after 
it has been allowed to wilt it la strung 
on long poles and the workmen carry it 
to the warehouses by placing the poles 
on their shoulders. The leaf is there al
lowed to cure and is then readily prepared 
for the market. The Cuban gets along 
with as little labor as possible. 

Mr. Trowbridge was greatly impressed 
with the clean streets at Havana. He 
said that excellent work had been done 
in this direction since the American oc
cupation and that the town wis in really 
good condition, even belter lh.it. most 
American cities. When ih-> American 
troops arrived on the Island all the 

t streets were in a terribly filthy condition. 
On the surface the cities are all r.cw 
clean, but the soil U saturated with flith 
and this cannot b» renn\1i-*d until a new 
sewerage system is put in. 

Further ideas of the conditions that ex
ist on the island are embodied in the re
port that has been submitted to the war 
department. Among other things it says: 
"In Havana the only signs visible that 
there has been a war are the American 
flags that are flying everywhere *i*d 
American soldiers going about the itrcets. 
At night the 

I,ife of the City ^< 
centers around Central Parkland the 
Prado. Thousands of electric lights illu
minate the place. At night the regi
mental bands play and the populace 
gathers there to listen to the music. Fac
ing the park are the clubs, the Ingleterrs 
and other hotels and numerous cafes, all 
brilliantly lighted, and the whole makes 
a picture bright and gay. It reminds 

with the opportunity of giving choice se
lections to those with a pull. 

"Much has been wrltten'about the fine
ly furnished houses of the Cubans, but 
that, so far as I saw, is a mistake. The 
nterior furnishings are simple, and even 
the best houses look bare to an Araef-
caiu There are no carpets or rugs, the 
ioors being of tile. White and blue are 
the popular colors for painting both the 
Interior and exterior. As a rule, in every 
house will be found a 

.̂<> "• ' - Sai'-'1.." 
*gf- Bio; Reception Room. &}}i& 
which has A row of chairs all around 
the walls, placed close together and with 
?reat precision. Pictures or paintings 
»re rarely- Xouna on the walls. Pianos, 
very much out,of date and out of tune, 
are in the best houses, and the obliging 
senoritas are ready to entertain with the 
'atest songs, such as 'A Hot Time' and 
•'After the Ball.' The, furniture what 
there is, is of mahogany And appears very 
aid. . , ; i• ' . - -
^'CMmneya'af^noiTmilt in "houses tfT 

this country, owing to the scarcity of 
3moke-producing fuel. Charcoal Is used 
for cooking and big. ovens are built in 
the Kitchens, on which the meals are pre
pared. Bathrooms are a curiosity and 
running water is never found in a house. 
The houses^seldom have- more-than -one 
story and their heavily-barred doors and 
windows give them a jail-like appearance. 

"The theater and dancing are the only 
recreation in which the women of Cuba 
Indulge. They do not play tennis, golf 
or any of the other familiar American 
games, bujt prefer to remain indoors dur
ing the day. When night comes the 
streets swarm with people and the sound 
of dance music can. be heard on every 
side. Their dances are quite different 
from ours, each lasting about thirty min
utes with hitermlssions of two minutes, 
and the same partners dance throughout 
the period. The music is arranged to 
guide the dancers; it may begin with a 
march, followed by an intermission; then 
a waltz in which the dancers hop up and 
down in the same spot; a rest during 
which the dancers always stand where 
they ceased dancing; then a gliding waltz, 
something Similar to the American waltz, 
that lasts until the piece of music is com
pleted. The theaters are built with the 
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(LAY \mm GRAVE 
GBNBRAI* WJBO BECABSR 

FAMOUS AND THBK FOOLISH 

SOON TO m i l 

D0EA EICHARBS0K AFFAIR 

With' "Pulled Sense, "and Fading-
„ . Strcmsrtla. «lve Grwia Old K«n-

tuckian sits in His Great Man-
> :\ aton, Guarded by - Shotirans and 

A'il Cannon, a Prey 4toi the Fear of 

§f?'r Assassins—>H1* £*Hk| Appearance. 

-* £OUISVI&IJ3^KyT»-Sej£. 15.-Gen. Cas-
Blus M. Clay is growing blind and hl» 
physicians fear that "theyj will be unable 
to save his' sight. Under the heavy 
burden of his age .and - infirmities tha 
lion-hearted old man is becoming mora 
and more eccentric.^ His constant de
lusion is that a vendetta has been, de
clared against him. , 

The man whose naked knife was once 
his sufficient protection aarainst all the 

world is now guarded in his castle home 

night and day by armed servitors. 

Not one of these guardians, black or 
white, who guard Whlteall would hesi
tate for an instant tp shoot—and shoot 
to kill—were any intruder rash enough 
to disregard their 'directions. Many of 
these men have been with Gen. Clay 
since before the war and they are one 
and all as true as steel. 

Approach the house and you are met 
by a man, black or .white, who, with the 
most respectful bow and In the politest 
accents, says: "You can't go 
way. sir; kindly take this path. It's 
the general's orders." 

And to back-up the orders there is a 
lower circle all boxes, and when they J loaded cannon:, at the 'front porch and 

At the outset of his public career Clay 
became known as a 'a*u>llst. He caned a 
certain Dr. Declarey, who had written at 
abusive letter about him to the mother oi 
his sweetheart. *A challenge followed, 
which Clay promptly .accepted, but De
clarey evidently feared to meet his man 
and in the end committed suicide because 
of the contempt into which he fell. 

Gen. Clayx established an anti-slavery 
paper called the True American. It was 
frequently attacked by mobs, and on one 
occasion the type and presses were 
shipped out of town by rioters. Clay for
tified the office and armed it. A vacation 
in his newspaper career came when he 
went to the Mexican war. Tom-Marshall 
with whose race and name Clay's family 
had long been at feud, and who had head
ed a mob against the paper, was also an 
officer. The two met in Mexico and Mar
shall was overawed even as Declarey had 
been and there was no fight. 

Clay was once a candidate for congress 
against a manfnamed Wickllffe. A duel 
grew out of the canvass, in which neither 
man was injured.-> 

THE3 TERRIBLE BROWN DUEL. 

"Well," said Gen. Clay once in telling 
the story, "Wickllffe had after that a 
handbill which he read during his 
speeches. We had our speeches together, 
ard when he brought out his handbill' 
I always rose and asked if I might in
terrupt him. He would politely con
sent, and then I would say that the 
handbill was untrue and had been prov-
2d SO. 

"The pro-slavery men sent for Sam 
3rovn, cne of the most noted bullies in 
Kentucky It Is said that he had had 
Torty flights and .never lost a battle. 
Orowne came, and he and Wickllffe, 
'?c ob Ashton and Ben Wood, a police 

":. loaded, a, pistol which Brown Wan 
to use upon me. I knew nothing of this 
and had not my duelling pistols with me. 

"That day I interrupted Wickllffe as, 
usual, and Brown struck me .with hit 
umbrella and told me I lied. When 1 

that 1 recognized Brown I knew it meant a 

are filled with people and well lighted the thick brick walls are pierced for 
they present ^sublejaarrelel shotguns* , : < , 
- . '* J V . . v 

fight to the death 
"I had a long, sharp bowie knife, and 

I jerked this out, but Brown's friends 
grabbed my arms from behind anc. 
dragged me back about fifteen feet. 
Brown .nulled his revolver and told the 

&WX$<*±?i.;: 

one very much'of tho Midway * af the 
World's fair. Beggars are found every
where; 'small urchins, poorly dressed, fol
low yon and ask tor pennies, which they 
well know the "Americano" Is always 
ready to give up. 

"One cannot help but notice" the great 
number of people dressed in mourning,' 
which tells the horrors of reconcentra-
tlon under Gen. Weyler. ' v/*" 

"Scores of Americans are here await-
iner opportunities to make investments,' 
many coming here to pick up the choice 
concessions. However, these gentlemen 
have been bitterly disappointed, as the 
Foraker resolution, passed during the 
last congress, forbids the granting of 
concessions;: and wisely so, lor It would 
not be fair to turn the island over to the 
Cubans, loaded down with* long-term in-

J*?1 

^ 

J. BULL^I .WONDER IF HIS "GANG" WILL MIX IN AFTER Wtf GET TO S S i l f S f c ^ 

;k"»t-'- A Bril l iant Spectacle. -;*--* 
The plays are well arranged as- a rule, 
.but, the staging Is bad, the scenery old. 
and the costumes shabby. 

"Contrary to what "has been represent
ed, I have found the Cubans, as a class, 
neither ignorant nor lazy. .The highest 
class are gentlemen of education and re
finement. The Cubans are a simple 
hearted people, hospitable to all stran
gers, especially to the Americans. Family 
ties axe strong among them. They are 
temperate, and, on my entire trip through 
Cuba, I did not see one native under the 
influence of liquor, although they all 
drink claret and beer as we drink water. 

"The sugar planter Is ready at all times 
to denounce the Cuban and insist that 
he is an entirely worthless fellow, not 
capable of self-government, and why? 
Simply because it is to- his interest to 
have Cuba, annexed to America, so that 
tads sugar may come to us free of duty. 
He tells you that if you furnish free food 
to the Cuban he Will not work. My ex
perience has been that Americans are af
flicted with a like complaint. The gov
ernment is still feeding thousands 
throughout Cuba, and in the province of 
Plnar del Rio alone 7,000 are on the de
pendent list. However, the number is 
rapidly diminishing, and when the peo
ple find employment they will cease to 
depend on America for food. -
- "At Cardenas I sawvi most pitiful sight 
Here In 'one of the large barrack build
ings 300 little orphan boys are being cared 
for by the city. Their ages range from 
one to ten years. They are scantily clad 
and receive very little, attention. The city 
has little or no revenue, and therefore 
can spend but a trifle on these unfortu
nate children. I was present during- the 
noon hour when they were fed. All were 
Lined up in front of the kitchen; some of 
the little tots without a stitch of clothing 
on their bodies and hardly able to walk. 
Each one had an old meat or lard can 
in his hand, -and as they marched past 
the kitchen their ration of rice, corned 
beef and ca-bbag-e wa» alf put into one 
can. Then they marched off, sat down on 
the ground and ate the mess with their 
hands doing the triple duty of snife. fork 
and spoon.- -

"The great number of orphans in Cuba 
is another instance of the. horrors of 
reconcentration. I am told by conserva
tive seoole. and I am thoroughly, con

front disease "while they were'defending tarnst-bearinc bonds. It also does away 

GEN. CLAY'S APPEARANCE, v.; 

Except bis physicians and attendants 
no one has seen Gen. Clay for several 
weeks. His last public appearance was 
when he received at Whitehall the Ken-
tucky League of Wheelmen.- They held 
their meet in Richmond^ ahd^atr the so
licitation of f rlendB, Gen. Clay agreed to 
receive them. 

When the general tottered out upon his 
lawn to meet the wheelmen 'all were 
shocked at his changed mien and bear
ing. His hair was snow white and very 
long. An old-fashioned round comb, 
such as school girls used to wear, was 
thrust just back of bis forehead to keep 
his hair out of his eyes. , The same 
thought must have occurred to.all. but 
no one of his guests oared ask the old 
man If it was a comb left in the house by 
his girl wife, Dora. 

"Welcome, gentlemen nnd ladies," he 
said, in feeble, quavering tones, "1 great
ly regret that I have no chairs in the 
house upon which the ladies might s i t I 
suggest that some oY ̂ you young men 
bring hay from the stack yonder and 
thus improvise seats." Vt-

The suggestion was carried out, and to 
his auditors, nearly all In the vigor of 
youth, the old man of nearly ninety 
years,, made a short speech, which 
showed that he still- read and thought 
much about topics of the day. } 

When he had finished he shook hands 
with all hu guests, then bado them 
good-by and sought again the quiet and 
the darkness of guarded Whitehall. -

Except in his appearance Gen. Clay 
did not on that occasion betray his ec
centricities. With his- falUna- slant this 
is growing-, upon him.. Vvw of his friends 
expect him to - survive much longer or. 
If he survives, to retain his raasonVW 

Casslus MarceUus Clay is the only sur
vivor of the great Kentucklans of half 
a century ago. • •-' ',-.5f3r. -£%*;;/ = 

It Is sixty-seven years smce i s ^ w a s 
Srraduated from Tale and delivered an 
oration in which he espoused the cause, 
of the slave. .-

(Contlawftl am 

THE GREAT KENTJJCKIAN^ 

Clay even at 22 was not a man whose 
utterances could pass .-unnoticed. He was 
perhaps the richest Southerner cf his 
day and a member or a famous family. 

Paare.l ^M!f /? m
 a

t a * 1 . d V the wo-slavery 'leaders 
^ " • ' '-Si of tha South « a n hi* hi**** " ' 

crowd to get out of the way and let him 
kin me. 

"As they let go I started towards 
Brown. I could see him looking along 
the barrel of his revolver. He waited 
until he thought I was close enough and 
.tljen fired.' I felt the ballfstrike me hi 
the breast and determined to kill him if 
I could before I died. I came down on 
his head with a tremendous blow from 
the bowie knife. I struck again and 
again and stunned him so that he could 
iiot fire. 

"With one cut I sliced his nose in' 
two; with another I cut off his ear so 
that it hung by a thread, and with a 
third I put out his eye. The conspira
tors seized me, and I was struck with 
hickory sticks and chairs, some of the 
blows of which I still feel.' , 

"Again I made -for Brown,' and they, 
to keep him out of my way, threw him 
over a fence about seven feet high, and 
this ended the fight" 

Brown's bullet' was deflected from 
Clay's heart by the scabbard of his 
bowie knife. Brown's evidence cleared 

Clay at his trial; and he never sought 
to renew the fight > ^ 

NEARLY KILLED BY TURNER?" 

Another desperate duel In which Gen., 
Clay was nearly killed was with a man 
named Turner. That was In 1849. 

At a speech In Foxtown Turner's son 
told Clay that, he lied. Clay drew hi* 
knife, but was again seized by confed
erates of his .-enemy, and while he strug
gled some one passed â knife through 
his lung.' 

Aarain Gen. Clay determined -to km hi» 
man Before he died. .Faint from loss Of 
blood, he wrested the knife from his as
sailant and- rushed upon -Turner, stab, 
bing him in the abdomen. Then Clay 
fainted, from loss of blood just as his 
son ran up with his pistols, which he 
had left in his carpetbag at the hotel. 

The crowd thought Clay was dead 01-
they might- have carved htm Up more' 
painstakingly. This carelessness saved 
ms life. His vast> physical strength, in. 
spite of his .wounds and the lingering 
effects of fever and -captivity in Mexico, 
brought about bis recovery. , : -? ^fe? 

A magnificent man, physically and men
tally, was Casslus M. Clay in those'days 
—six feet tan. a fierxr orator, a maznet-
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GHINA:S"EMPRESS DOWAGERS 
THSUR INFXTJS1NCE HAS AI/WAYS 

BEfiN PERNICIOUS. 

•hat of the Present Ruler de Faeto 

'; ,Is, as Universally Known, No Ex-

.jaeptlon to the Rule—How She 
_ , Tbwartca tbe Xil1»exatl and Fro-

•• ,, ft-ressive Flans of the Young Em-

, .neror, Who Is Far More Sinned 

v ;A»-aiust Than ' Sinning:—Empress 

;"„>» Dowager's Crimes. *j&. *£,;•' "7' }' * 

*•* \ * ^ ^ »•?,.'* j . t . * 

The following interesting elucidation of 
recent events in the imperial palace at 
Peking is from the pen of an eminent 
educator, now a resident of that city. In 
order that his usefulness may not be im
paired or his life endangered, says the 
•New York Herald, his name is withheld. 
i|:«- When the hen announces tha morning 

• ^t' Then the home will b9 destroyed. 

so says the Chinese .classic for girls. 
This sentence is Quoted from tho Book of 
History, written more than two thousand 
years ago, but.it Is just as applicable now 
in China as it was then. TPew people have 
more reason for coining sucfi a sentence 
than the Chinese. 

Few have more reason for dreading wo
man's rule than they. We seek In vain in 
the history of China for a Zenobia or a 
Victoria, but we find in their stead the 
cruelty of a Mary and the wantonness 
of a Cleopatra. In every case, so far as 
we are able to discover from history, 
where she has control of the government 
she has abused i t Extravagance, cruelty 
and murder have been the principal char
acteristics of her reign. Connected with 
her name there is a foul odor which I 
doubt if any one among the whole four 
hundred millions of Chinese subjects en
vies her. She is cordially hated and de
spised, and is never mentioned In the 
presence of girls except as a warning ana 
a reproach. 

Let it be understood that what we have 
said applies not to one empress dowager 
alone, but to any or all of those who have 
usurped, or attempted' to usurp, the gov
ernment. Such women, however, do not 
represent the women of China. No coun
try in the world with the same limited 
opportunities can present a finer list of 
devoted mothers and noble examples of 
gentle submission thapthe Middle King
dom—women who have stopped at noth
ing which would contribute to the preser
vation of their virtue or the performance 
of their duty. 

Not a few of these have been patron
esses of learning, some in the humbler 
walks of life, others in the'palace. His
tory is full of noble examples of women 
who have been the confidential advisers 
of their husbands. In this capacity she 
Is praised, honored and admired; but in 
every instance where she has usurped 
control-of the government—for the Chi
nese polity provides no other way by 
which she could gain control—she has 
proved herself a tyrantf if not a' fiend. 
These are strong statements to make, 

•but are fully "borne out by history.- * 
It is pertinent just now to inquire what 

has thus far been and what is likely to be 
the result of the usurpation of the pres
ent empress dowager, Hsl Bai Hon. Her 
occupancy of the throne can be but a 
usurpation, since she is issuing all the 
edicts in her own name, and there is no 
plan for the government by an empress 
in the polity of China, 

The report circulated in several Ameri
can papers that the present empress dow
ager was a slave or a beggar is wholly 
without foundation. She is tihe daughter 
of an official, was taken "Into the palace 
and was' made the concubine of Hsin 
Feng. The empress having no children, 
the son of the present empress dowager, 
on the death of Hslen Feng, became the 
Emperor Fung Chih. During the minor
ity of Fung Chfh the reins of govern
ment were held by the empresavdowager 
and the empress mother (the present 
dowager). On the death of Fung Chih, 
before announcing the fact, these two 
women took the infant son of the seventh 
prince and proclaimed him emperor at the 
same time as they announced the death 
of Fung Chih. 

During all these years 'of the minority 
of this child (the present emperor, Kuang 
Hsu) the reins of government remained 
in the hands of the two women until the 
death of the empress dowager, since 
which time they remained in the hands 
of the present empress dowager (Hsi Fai 
Hon) until the majority of Kuang Hsu. 
Since his majority, she has compelled all 
the officials appointed to viceroyalties to 
thank her at the same time with the 
emperor. And during the hot summer 
months she required his majesty once in 
every five days to make the trip to the 
summer palace to pay his respects to the 
in the form of the Ko Fon. 

The usurpation of the present empress 
dowager is more remarkable than that of 
any of her predecessors', or, as. they have 
been, called, her greo&p^otypes, In the-
first nlace. though she we*, the-motbexvof 
an' emperor, she. was, never anything morr 
than: a conoubir e. It* is more remarkable, 
in the second place,- because she is liv
ing in an age of greater advancement and 
enlightenment; not very much, it must 
be Confessed, nevertheless Infinitely great
er In the rest of the civilized world. Itf 
the third place; ,it*Is* remarkable because 
she has representatives of all the great 
nations of the world at her capital, not 
it is true, ^appointed to her government, 
but to that of the emperor whose govern
ment she has usurped. It Is remarkable, 
in the fourth place, because not one of 
the ministers of these governments has 
offered to withdraw or suggested tho im
propriety of bis remaining minister at the 
court of a usurper. In the fifth place, It 
is remarkable because she represents the 
.Conservative party, which Is hostile to all 
the interests both of their own and all 
these other governments, -and she is thus 
stopping the progress which- the world has 
been expecting China to make for at least 
half a century, and this at the moment 
when she had started upon the road to 
progress. In witness of this fact let me 
refer to a few of the steps taken by his 
majesty during the months of June, July 
and August. 

On June 13, 1808, -the emperor issued a 
decree commanding "the establishment of 
a university at Peking." This matter 
progressed rapidly until the usurpation of 
the empress dowager, and promised to 
open in the early autumn with a thou
sand or more students/ Since that time 
the medical department has been cut off/ 
some of the professors have been dropped 
and it may open next year with two or 
three hundred students. It should be re
membered that there is no other way in 
which- students may be,proporly educated, 
for governmental service. On the 15th he] 
announced Ms Intention of selecting: sonre 
of the Imperial clansmen "to travel 
abroad and' learn something of the out
side world." It will at once appear how 
this might have benefited the royal fam
ily. Until some members of the royal 
family understand the condition of the 
Western world it Is doubtful if China can 
nronerly adopt what will be to her ad 
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set of proclamations or forcing upon the ,H4-'\* 
people a condition without thoroughly un-«' s >^ 
derstanding both sides of the question.", '' 14* > 
On the, 23d he abolished the "literary bpl % 
essay as a prominent part of the ex-'7 "j> 
aminatlons." There was to be substi- - >'-v. 1, / 
tuted for this a thorough understanding -H\ • / / A ; ^ 
In political economy and international --.*' '•- M 
law and such other studies as would be ; v • >, * ':i% 
helpful to them in the administration 0*' *~'~ • -*S 
good government, - * \ yi&S 

On the 28th the ministers were censured '•' *, Vs&!> 
for their "delay in reporting on the pro-~'','' -'^ 
posed Peking university," and it was ,% 
ordered that "the Lu-han railway should ^ ~M 
be expedited." On the 27th the ministers • < ";J 
and princes were ordered to, report en v '-« ^ 
the proposal "to adopt Western arms and 
drill for all the Tartar troops." To one 
who sees troops going around with long 
tubes for guns, with no better firelock 
than a piece of incense, the wisdom of 
such a move will be at once apparent. 
Such was the work of the latter half 
of June. 

On July 4 he commanded the establish
ment of agricultural schools in the prov
inces to teach <the farmers Improved 
methods of agriculture, and the liberal 
Sun Chia-nai -was appointed president of 
Pekln university. Dr. W. A. P. Mertin. 
p . D., LL.1 D., was afterward appointed 
to work cojointly with former Viceroy 
Sun. Those who know anything about the 
amount of labor lost in plowing, digging 
and Irrigating the fields will appreciate 
the wisdom of the above move. I have 
seen a woman leading a donkey and 
carrying a plow on her way to plow her 
flew. On another occasion a woman'and 
her son were hitched to the plow, which 
her husband pushed and guided. On the 
5th the emperor ordered the introduction 
of "patent and copyright laws.'' On the 
6th. the board of war and the foreign 
office were ordered to report on the pro
posed reform in the military examina
tions. On the 7th special rewards were 
promlstd to 'inventors and "authors." 

In the mental makeup of the Chinaman 
there are no faculties more dwarfed than 
those of Invention. His carts are little bet
ter than those used a thousand years ago-
his plows no better than those used in 
Old Testament times, and his tools of all 
'kinds are of the rudest and most primi
tive patterns. He knows nothing of tho 
screw, the auger, the power of steam 
electricity or the use of any kind of com
plicated machinery; Instance his cotton 
gin—an intestine stretched by a bow and 
struck with a stick. 

On the 14th the officials were ordered to 
do all in their power to encourage trade 
and assist merchants. China has not yet 
reached that point where she understands 
that it is profitable to spend one cash if 
by doing so she can make two. She 
knows almost nothing about the advan
tages of advertising outsidt of the pasting 
of a few obscure posters on the walls of 
courts and houses. On the 20th the estab
lishment of school boards was ordered in 
every city in the empire. Such is the list 
of proposed reforms for the month of 
July. 

On* Aug. 2 the bureau of mines and rail
ways was established, wttih Wang Wen-
Shao and Chang Yun-huan as high com
missioners. China is rich in mines, al
most all of which remain unopened, has 
abundance of oil, and Is living in dark-

r-necsi—-I. have seen blind women-Jn.. mid
winter feeling around- them for tihe roots 
of weeds for fuel to cook their rice, while 
unopened coal mines were just beneath 
them. On the 0th journalists were en
couraged to write on all political subjects 
for "the enlightenment of the authorities. 
Tha empress dowager blew out this light 
by suppressing the journals. On the 10th 
Jung Lu and Liu Kun-yi were directed to 
consult on the "establishment of naval 
academies and training ships." China 
was supposed to have been well prepared 
for war with Japan a few years ago. She 
is now known to be unprepared for war 
with any outside power, nor Is she mak
ing any effort to prepare herself. On the 
14th the ministers and provincial authori
ties were urged to "Assist the emperor in -
his work of reform." On the 22d it was v, 
ordered that schools should be establish
ed in connection wi-Ch the legations abroad ;'v 

for the "benefit of the sons of Chinese 
settled in foreign countries." Could par
ental affection reach further than that? 
On the 28th the two viceroys, Liu-Kun-yi 
and Chang Chdh-tung, were ordered to es
tablish commercial bureaus -for the en
couragement of trade in Shanghai and 
Hankow. Such were the proposed reforms 
for tihe month of August. 

With the month of September the young - -
emperor gets dowiTto practical business. "' 
Thus far it had been the creating of new 
things, new offices, .new openings for lu
crative positions, and so far there was lit- . , 

/tie complaint. But now begins the surgi
cal operations, and with them the cries of ' •' 
those operated c-r to be operated upon. 
The only arguments urged upon the em- " ' „ 
press dowager by the conservatives In 
their desire to have her take upon herself 
the duties of the government were "We . ' ^ 
woll lose our positions." The overthrow , V' 
of the emperor in his efforts at reform is .; 
largely a matter of selfishness and greed. 

On Sept 1 six minor and utterly useless 
boards- in Peking were abolished. A re- ^^V 
hearsal of the duties of those boards could •. <f -
but create a smile. On the 4th the two '~-X f 
presidents and four vfee-presidents of the - '-. ^ 
boardof rites were dismissed for disobey- -'_ „« 
mg-the emperor's orders that memorials '<£*, 
should be presented to him unopened,, 
whatever their source. On the 7th the is
sue of Chao Hsin bonds was stopped be
cause the provincial authorities had used 
them to squeeze the people. On the 8th ,;"'; - -
the governorships of Hupek, Kuangtung'/./* \jt 
and Yunnam were abolished as being a- '<*? :'W: 
useless expense to the country. On the w ^ i 
11th the establishment of "schools for in- >'H-\?i *' 
stniQtion in the preparation of tea and • -'%-!»'' 

-silk" was approved. '^A 
When we remember that during the last ^ * 

ten years the export of Chinese tea has _ 
fallen off one-half, while that of some of,|-§ 
her neighbors has more than doubled we?#§ v , 
can realize the importance of this moveaft^^1 

on the part of the emperor,. On the 12th*; wv***1 

the foreign office and the board of war 
were ordered to report on the sugges t ions^* 
that "the imperial courier posts- should^ 'UJ 
be abolished in favor of the imperial cus-j4» 
toms posts." On the 13th the general^1*-
rlght to memorialize the throne by closed 
memorials was granted, and on the same • 
date Manchus who had no taste for civil •• 
or military service were allowed to take 
up trades or professions. On the 15th the -
system of budgets as in western countries 
was approved. 7* 

For more than a year previous to the -
issuing of these decrees, the young em
peror had been purchasing every book on 
religion, science, government and general ^ 
education that had thus far been pub- ' *»' 
lished in. the Chinese language. ,Two : 
years before he had been daily reading 
portions of the Scriptures. Four years 
earlier he had begun the study ct the Eng-. 
fish language. No pains were spared to 
secure everything that would he helpful ' -

.10 hhn -In the • present crisis. When we - ^ 
consider that all this was done by* a young-
man who has Ijcen brought-up in a con
servative country, by old conservative 
women, and In opposition to their vlahes, 
we can but wonder what he might have 
done with fair opportunities and national 
and domestic sympathy. No doubt in-his 
seal he wanted to do too much, but this, 
if backed up by the officials, would spot 

' • - , ' • & 
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-vantage from Western ~rtvilltatlaifc'**bave righted itself, for those wno take tne 
Things may be forced upon her. but these trouble to examine the decrees issued 
will aggravate her rather than change hex * w«h an interested and unprejudiced mind 
disposition and character. 

On the 20th he ordered the tsung II 
yamun to report on the necessity of "en
couraging art science and modern agri
culture.** He also asked the representa
tives of the bigoted Conservatives to ap
pear before him and "explain their op
position to progress and reform." There 

—we do not say sympathetic—will dis
cover that if all the decrees issued were ^ 
put Into operation at once they could re
sult in nothing but benefit to the coun
try. Nothing thatthe emperpr could have 
done, if carried into effect, would have 
been more practical and salutary to China % 
In her present condition than whathe did, 
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