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PEAL KEEPS IN FRONT

BECAUSH:

1-It aims to publish all the news possible.
2-It does so impartially, wasting no words.
8—Its onrrespondents are able and energetic.
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HE APPEAL

4—Itis the organ of ALL Afro-Americans.
5—Itis not controlled by any ring or cligue.
6—It asks no support but the psople’s-
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Wonders

Recently a strange and fascinating ceremony took place at the Japancse
Exhibition in London—the marriage of two natives of Formosa in the man-
ner of their queer country. The culminating feature of the rite came when
the bride and groom drank together from the marriage cups which are con-
Formosans objected strenuously to being pho-

nected by a wooden bar. The
tographed, fearing the evil eye.
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NOVEL “CONVIVIAL CLOCK”
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Such states as Kansas and Okla-
homa, where prohibition rules, prob-
ably have no need for the convivial
c¢lock as a horrible example. But it
may still find a place in Missourl,
Texas and other states where the
“dry"” forces have not won complete
victories. The maln feature of this
nnique clock consists of a crystal gob-
let filled with water and marked
around the top with the hours, It
revolves slowly. In the goblet |Is
placed a carved figure of wood, with
one band made of iron, a drunken
leer on its face. Another figure, also
that of an obviously intoxicated per-
son stands outside and apparently at-
tempts to grasp the hand of the indi-
vidual in the water—presumably for
the purpose of helping him off of his
mew form of “water wagon.” He never
succeeds, but the result is that the
hand of the figure in the water is al-
ways pointing to the hour. . The at-
traction which brings this condition
about {8 a magnet in the hands of
the upright figure, which acts on the
iron hand.

SAVED BY ARTIFICIAL ARM

An amusing incldent occurred in
Buffalo the other ,week. While on his
way home, Joseph Loverick was sud-
denly attacked by a Dbandit, who
shouted: “Money or your life. Hands
up!”  Loverick complied with one
arm, but the other he could not ralse
as it was artificla¥ TUttering dire
threats, the highwayman grabbed him
by the hand which he had not raised
and gave It a sharp wrench, That was
all that was necessary. The arm fel
off in the highwayman's grasp, and
turning in horror the bandit fled,
shrieking with terror, and disappear-
ed in the darkness,

MANGLED HERO SEVERS ARM

To save his life, Charles Deaton, a
Champalgn county, Ohlo, farmer, cut
off his arm with a pocket knife. He
was caught in a corn shredder, and his
companions found that they were un-
able to release the arm without taking
the machine apart. Beaton realized
that he must bleed to death unless he
was freed from the machine’s grip,
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AN ODD TRIPLE ALLIANCE

Six Oklahomans, three sisters and
three brothers, have, through a wed-
ding ceremony, established a “triple
alliance.” The marriage of John Peck,
Henry C. Peck and Bert L. Peck,
brothers, respectively, to the Misses
Nellie Walker, Zell Walker and Amie
Walker, sisters, took place at the
home of the brides’ parents at Enid,
the other week. The Walkers and
the Pecks are two of the best estab-
lished families in the rich farming
country around Arapahoe.

STARVING EAGLE KILLS DEER

A large eagle, ravenous with hun-
ger, attacked and killed a deer at
Quabbin lake, Massachusetts, recent-
ly. A number of farmers saw the en-
counter, but did not interfere, as both
deer and eagle are protected by rigid
statutes which make no provision for
refereeing martial combats. When the
game warden arrived the eagle was
feasting upon its adversary’'s carcass.

FUNERAL OF THE WRONG MAN

A strange tangle up resulted at New
York recently owing to a mistake in
the identification of a dead man.
George Becker learned from the au-
thorities of a ecity hospital that his
brother John, who had been an in-
mate, had suddenly died. Mr. Becker
called up an undertaker and asked
him to prepare the body for burial.
Relatives and friends were asked to
attend the funeral. When he reached
the undertaking establishment he
found that his brother’s features were
much distorted and that he had aged
apparently about forty years. Becker
hurried to the hospital to learn the
cause of the sudden change. As he
entered the hospital, he got a glad
shock which took his breath away as
he was confronted by his brother.

After a talk with the superintendent
it developed that the institution had
been caring for two persons of the
same name, and the authorities had
notified the relatives of the wrong
man,

MOVING PICTURES TEACH WAR

Moving picture shows especially de-
signed to foster patriotic and warlike
sentiments have been placed on view
in Berlin. The idea originated with
the German Patriotic society, whose
aim is to educate the people in the
matter of tactics and strategy on the
battlefield and to make the object of
different movements of troops plain
to the lay mind. The first show was
a cinematograph demonstration of
“How we won the day at Sedan,”
with verbal explanations by two army
officers. BEvidently it Is not to Ger-
many that Andrew Carneglte must
look for support of his peace ideals.

ODD THING IN FIRE ALARMS

Some genius in Millertown, N. Y.,
devised for that little place a most

effective fire alarm by.hanging. up a.
‘steel tire taken from a locomotive

wheel. When it is struck with a

$2.40 PER YEAR.

DY CEoRe:

HE creative genius and the construc-
tive abilityiof Robinson Crusoe, as
-portrayed Ay, the vivid imagination
of Defoe, haye been paralleled in the
real life of ¥he pioneer, even during
this final period of frontier reclama-
tion. It id 'satisfying to undertake
to 'verify the proverbial ingenuity
of our forefathers in a story that
tells of what is belng done in this
very day by a few industrious home-
steaders in' Uncle Sam’s remaining
wilderness. “Fifty miles, off the railroad,” in
either direction, deacﬂb?%but a few isolated spots

that may be pointed to @ a very modern map of
the United States. One bf these js in Arkansas,
among those extremely ;8puthern ragged spurs of
the Ozark mountains. It7is of the very little ter-
ritory yet remaining to jbe taken up under the
homestead laws. Its boundary is Hot Springs to
the east, Mona to the West, Guda to the south
and Waldron to the xorth. In the heart of
this territory, in a jumble of the Brushy range,
you may still build a -hquse and boast of your
isolation, for, indeed,.it 18 possible to reside from

OHERMARN

16x18 feet and there is a second story and also
& kitchen and bathroom annex. The wing is
eight feet wide and extends the length of one end
of the house.

The main living room is most ingeniously ar-
ranged for both convenience and comfort. It is
at once convertible into elther a sitting room, a
dining room or a bachelor's den. In one corner
of this room is a broad, turning stairway, easy to
ascend, with a rustic balustrade, artistically de-
signed—all made of young hickory. The varie-
gated colorings of the natural bark appear as if
oxidized, which lends a feeling of soft warmth
-and comfort. The cozy corner is diagonally op-
Posite the stairway. Its overhanging shelves are
at once a gallery of interesting photographic
studies and a miniature museum of natural his-
tory. They are a repository for a collection of
Indian pottery, flint arrow heads and implements,
queer freaks of vegetation, fascinating bits of
strange mineral formations, brilliant plumage of
rare birds, hawk’s claws, antlers and a variety of
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hammer the contrivance makes a ter
rific din. This device has been copled
by other villages and has proved en-
tirely adequate, but it has to be pro-
tected from the mischievous small
boy.

Largest Herd of Buffalo Left

Out near Wainwright, Alberta, on

the line of the Grand Trunk Pacific

railway, has been established a great park containlng 107,000 acres, in

which Is pastured the largest herd of buffalo in the world.

The park is 25

miles across, and is enclosed by a wire fence eight feet high and 73 miles
long. When the fence was completed it was found that several wild elk

and wapitl also had been shut in. |

eight to ten miles distant‘ from your nearest
neighbor. If you should so choose to settle,
among a group of steep up-and-downs, quite re-
moved from a wagon road,”a little nearer to a
trail, and yet a greater and laborious overland
distance from a sawmill, it is obvious that you
will have to depend, to a great degree, upon your
own resources and upon your ability to create
with your own hands from those things which
nature has provided in a well-wooded country.

Imagine yourself placed in one of these val-
leys or upon cne of these foothillg, with no great-
er amount of baggage, tools and provisions than
could be conveyed over a country of thie char-
acter with a yoke of oxen. Then, to be com-
manded, “Here is the forest and all it contains;
80, prepare for yourself your future abode.”

This is a story of home making under such
conditions. The progress of the work is illus-
trated and in its completion no other than the
raw materials of the forest entered into the struc-
ture or its furnishings, save a small amount of
hardware and incidentals forming a portion of the
Initial supplies brought in as a settler’'s outfit.
Two young men, homesteaders, both city bred,
completed the entire work, unassisted.

Of the tools used the double-bitted ax per-
formed the greater portion of the heavy work. It
followed in the wake of the cross-cut saw after
the felling of the trees, and, from then on was’'
the chief implement of construction. With it
every duty of preparing the logs for raising them
into their positions in the building was most ade-
quately performed. First it scored the logs
lengthwise, on two opposite sides, ready for wedg-
ing and splitting into semlicirculac halves. Then
it followed as the tool for hewing the flat sur-
faces of the half-logs, which, completed, formed
the smooth inside walle of the dwelling. After
each log had been raised into position came the
task of ‘“notching down,” which required even
more skill in the use of an ax. Those few of the
native inhabitants of the forest who are most pro-
ficient in making the dovetailed notches which
are necessary in completing a perfect set of
interlocking timbers are known as “corner men.”
At a native house ralsing the ones chosen for the
work are usually skilled woodsmen residing in
widely separated settlements among the hills.
How well this part of the work was done by two
young men totally unaccustomed to ploneer life
is better illustrated in the series of photographs
which showseach successiveoperation of preparing
the logs and raising the framework of the structure.

In going on to the flooring, shingling, window
framing, partitioning, finishinzg and furnishing
¥ou would know how it was all accomplished in
the absence of the products of a saw and plan-
ing mill or any of the manufactures s0 essential
to building construction and home making.

Five very common tcols constituted the board-
making outfit. This primitive substitute for a
sawmill inciuded an 'ax; two or three steel
wedges and as many, hand made, of hickory; a
frow, with hickory handle, the blade made of a
section of iron tire; a mallet and a ‘maul, each
cut from unseasoned hickory timber.

The selection of perfect “board trees” is
guess work to a degree, as practiced by the na-
tives. Out of every four trees chosen by the
woodsman’s system of identifying marks, usually
only one is perfectly adaptable to board making
by the method of splitting with mallet and frow.
The most reliable way to select the right kind
of timber is to observe the general trend of the
crevices in the bark. The course of these Hnes
should be nearly perpendicular with the trunk.
Another good method of Judging a straight-
grained trunk is to note the distribution and the
general. design of the scaly, turtle-shell patches

“COIIFLETED, THE DIMENSIONS OF TRE
HOUSE ARE /6 X /18 FEET™

of bark. These scales
should be long and nar-
row, and their design
should show a reason-
able amount of regu-
larity. The trend of
these patches of bark
scale should deviate
but slightly from the
perpendicular. It ig
impossible to split a
perfect board from a

log in which the markings and bark scales are
inclined to encircle the trunk like a corkscrew.
Nor is it always possible to make perfect boards,
even if the markings of the bark are in accord
with governing rules. Native intuition, difficult
to define, aids considerably in selecting the best
trees. The practice of “chipping” is a final test.
In the most remote forests, many miles from a
railroad, it is difficult to find an area, even on the
crest of a mountain, that has not been DPenetrated
by the pioneer in search of splitting timber. Far
from the nearest settlement, in the depth of a
virgin forest, the intrepid hunter frequently ob-
serves these notchings for board trees, even when
there is entire absence of other signs of advane-
ing civilization.

Out of 21 trees selected and chipped, while ob-
serving these rules, 17 were discarded. The re-
maining four supplied all the lumber necessary
to complete the building operations and a suffi-
cient quantity of choice boards for the mission
furnishings. After sawing into eight and ten foot
lengths the logs were rolled into position for split-
ting. Then followed the scoring preparatory to
splitting with mallet, maul and wedges. In the
diagram of a cross-section of a piece of pine board
timber the entering wedge points the line of the
first seam which separates the semi-eircular
halves. The timber is then quartered and again
split the third time, An 18-inch log will produce
eight well-shaped bolts, the most practical - and
convenient size for splitting with a frow. Each
of these bolts is placed upright into an oak croteh,
which Is staled firmly to the ground to act as a
support in prying. The cutting edge of the frow
blade is the lower side of the tool when the
handle is held upright with the blade resting
across the V-shaped end of the bolt. The heart
is waste, which is split from: the bolt with a
wedge. When the'cutting edge of the frow blade
is placed across these markings the upper or
broad edge of the blade is tapped gently with the
mallet. This operation starts the board. By rock-
ing the upright handle to and fro the blade opens
a seam and is entered deeper with little exertion.
Ten or fifteen seconds of this prying operation
will release a perfectly smooth board from the
bolt. All of the lumber used is the building oper-
ations was preducad by this method.

The same process was applied to shingle mak-
ingz. The 5,000 %%-inch hoards required for roof-
Ing purpeses, all split from 18-inch loz lengths,
were tuined out by {wo cperators with mallet and
frow in o day and a half.

Other timbers required, such as the solid ocak
foundation sills, the pine sleepers, or flooring sup-
peris, the joists and the rafters, were all hand-
hewn with a2 breadax from unseasoned trunks,

The work bench for hand planing and finishing
lumber was improvised from a half-log, 24 inches
in diameter, mourted on two large stumps and
held in position with wooden pegs. Smaller wood-
€N pegs were used also, to at extent, as a substi-
tute for mails and screws in the building opera-
tions. An abbreviated assortment of carpenter's
and cabinet maker’s todls constituted the outfi*

Completed, the dimensions of the house are

| ARE SPLIT FROM 18~1NCH LOG LENGTHS “|§
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curios, each one of them a pleasant reminder of
some little adventure or of an exciting chase
through the forest. The cozy corner is fitted with
a mission seat and all its appurtenances are in the
same style and design. Within this corner one may
enjoy the all-pervading solace of knowing the real-
ity of one’s surroundings. The imagination is un-
disturbed by the vision of a furniture factor’s
process of imitating the craftsmanship of the pio-
neer. A mass of cushions, some filled with pine
needles and others stuffed with wild-duck feathers,
create a desire to tarry for a rest in good, old-
fashion comfort. A gun rack, cartridge belts, hol-
sters and other of the articles of a hunter's para-
phernalia decorate the walls on each side of this
inviting nook. Tables, chairs, bookcase and writ-
ing desk are all in accord and all hand made of
raw materials, A few clever articles of convert-
ible furniture lend considerable freedom and con-
venlence in a room that otherwise would be over-
crowded.. Among these is a screened dummy ele-
vator which takes the place of cellar and refrigera-
tor and which may be readily converted into a
kitchen table, when required, in carving meats,
kneading dough and for other culinary purposes.
The elevator carriage is four feet in helght, with a
series of shelves, and it is 8o constructed that its
top forms a square panel in the floor when the
carriage is lowered out of vlew. The whole thing
is so well balanced with weights operated by cords
and pulleys that it requires but little effort, with
one finger in an iron ring, to raise the top to table
height above the floor.

The dining table is cleared after supper and
supplied with a new cloth, all fresh and clean.
Then it is rolled on its large castors to another
part of the room, directl¥ under a hanging lamp,
to serve the purpose of a library table for the re-
mainder of the evening. The lamp is suspended,
through a hole in the floor, from the ceiling of the
bed chamber on the second floor. When all are
ready to retire the lamp is shifted to the sleeping
apartment by means of the raising-and-lowering
éevice.

« The most marked display of ingenuity has been
applied to the kitchen furnishings. Everything but
the cook stove and pipe is home made. Lard pails
and vegetable tins have been converted into cook-
ing dishes and utensils of every description. A
goodly amount of creative genius and a two-dollar
gcldering set produced all of the tinware used in
the kitchen. On the stove is a cottolene pail that
h.s been converted into a teapot, complete with
gpout, handle, cover and inside strainer. Two deep
tin covers, soldered together at their rims and sup-
plied with spout and handle have produced a very
serviceable hol-water kettle. Then there are stove
lifters and shovels, frying pans and a number of
other small utensils made from sheet iron stove-
pipe lengths—all bent, soldered and riveted by
hand.

Both the kitchen and the bathroom are supplied
with running water conducted to the house from
a spring higher up through a system of wooden
troughs. The-bathtub is of wood, enameled -with
white paint.




