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Silent God, Thou whose voice afar in mist and mystety hath 
left our eats an-hungered in these fearful days— 
Hear us, good Lord I 

<* <*> L'sten to us, Thy children: our faces dark with doubt, are made 
a mockery in Thy sanctuary. With uplifted hands we front Thy 
heaven, O God, crying t 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord I 

* «* We are not better than our fellows, Lord, we are but weak and 
human men. When our devils do deviltry, cwse Thou the doer and 
the deed: curse them as we curse them, do to them all and more 
than ever they have done to innocence and weakness, to womanhood 
and home. 

Have mercy upon us, miserable sinners 1 \ 

.* J* And yet whose is the deeper guilt? Who made these devils? 
Who nursed them in crime and fed them on injustice? Who ravished 
and debauched their mothers and their grandmothets? Who bought 
and sold their crime, and waxed fat and rich on public iniquity? 

Thou knowesi, good God! 

o* j l Is this Thy justice, O Father, that guile be easier than innocence, 
and the innocent crucified for the guilt of the untouched guilty? 

Justice, 0 Judge of men 1 

* * Wherefore do we pray ? Is not the God of the fathers dead? 
Have not seers seen in Heaven's halls Thine hearsed and lifeless form 
stark amidst the black and rolling smoke of sin, where* all along bow 
bitter forms of endless dead ? 

Awake, Thou that steepest I 

«* ^ Thou art not dead, but flown afar, up hills of endless light, 
tbrti blazing corridors of suns, where worlds da swing of good and 
gentle men, of women strong and free—far from the cozenage, black 
hypocrisy and chaste prostitution of this shameful speck of dust! 

Turn again, 0 Lord, leave us not to perish in our sin 1 

<* <* From lust of body and lust of blood 
Great God deliver us! 

ROM lust of power and lusLc&gold, 
Great God deliver us I 

& jfc From the leagued lying of despot and of brute, 
Great God deliber us ! ' 

J* J* A city lay in travail, God our Lord, and from her loins sprang 
twin Murder and Black Hate. Red was the midnight j clang, crack 
and cry of death and fury filled the air and trembled underneath the 
stars when church spires pointed silently to Thee. And all this was to 
sate the greed of greedy men who hide behind the veil of vengeance! 

Bend us Thine ear, 0 Lord I 

«a* «* In the pale, still morning we looked upon the deed. We stopped 
our ears and held our leaping hands, but they—did they not wag their 
heads and leer and cry with bloody jaws: Cease from Crime I The word 
was mockery, for thus they train a hundred crimes while we do cure one. 

Turn again our captivity, 0 Lord I * 

J- J> Behold this maimed and broken thing; dear God it was an humble 
black man who toiled and sweat to save a bit from the pittance 
paid him. They told him: Work and Rise. He worked. Did this man 
sin? Nay, but some one told how some one said another did—one 
whom he had never seen nor known. Yet for that man's crime this 
man lieth maimed and murdered, his wife naked to shame, his 
children, to poverty and evil. 

Hear us, 0 heavenly Father! • 

J> * Doth not this justice of hell stink in Thy nostrils, O God? How 
long shall the mounting flood of innocent blood roar in Thine ears and 
pound in our hearts for vengeance? Pile the pale frenzy of blood-
crazed brutes who do such deeds high on Thine altar, Jehovah Jireh, 
and burn it in hell forever and forever! 

Forgtbe us, good Lord; we know not what we say I 

J- J* Bewildered we are, and passion-tost, triad with the madness of 
a mobbed and mocked and murdered people; straining at the armposts 
of Thy Throne, we raise our shackled hands and charge Thee, God, 
by the bones of our stolen fathers, by the tears of our dead mothers, by 
the very blood of Thy crucified Christ: What meaneth this? Tell us 
the Plan j give us the Sign! ~ 

Keep not thou silence, 0 God I 

1 

m 

IT no longer blind, Lord God, deaf to our prayer and dumb to 
our dumb suffering. Surely Thou too art not white, O Lord, a 
pale, bloodless, heartless thing ? 

Ah J Christ of all the Pities I 

£ * Forgive the thought! Forgive these wild,blasphemous words. 
Thou art still the God of our black fathers, and in Thy soul's soul sit 
some soft darkenings of the evening, some shadowings of the velvet 
night. 

J» * But/whisper—speak-call, great God, for Thy silence is white 
terror to our hearts! The way, O God. show us the way and point us 
the path. 

* * Whither? North is greed and South is blood; within, the 
coward, and without, the liar. Whither? To death? 

Amen I Welcome dark sleep I 

* J* Whither? To life? But not this life, dear God, not this. Let 
the cup pass from us, tempt us not beyond our strength, for there is 
that clamoring and clawing within, to whose voice we would not listen, 
yet shudder lest we must, and it is red, Ah! God! It is a red and 
awful shape. 

Selahl 

«* «* In yonder East trembles a star. 
Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, satth the Lord I 

* * Thy will, O Lord, be done! 
Kyrie Eleisonl 

* * Lord, we have done these pleading, wavering words. 
We beseech Thee to hear us, gcod Lord! 

<JZlXZheads *"4 hearten ** to tht ̂  rf "° '"n 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord! 

.* jfc Our voices sink in silence and in night. 
Hear us, good Lord! 

* jfc In night, O God of a godless land! 
Amen! 

«* «* In silence, O Silent God. 
Selah! 

i i 
Done at Atlanta, m the Day of Death, 1906 

! 
THE BIRTH OF A NATION" 

BURGHARDT DU BOIS. 

The colored people all over the 
country have been fighting the mis­
chievous and dangerous prejudice 
breeding film, "The Birth of a Na­
tion" Articles, editorials, etcetera, 
have appeared in the papers all over 
the country, but the best THE AP­
PEAL has seen is the communication 
to the Chicago Tribune, written by 
Major John R Lynch, who lived in 
the south during the reconstruction 
period and knows whereof he speaks 
Major Lynch's article is so excellent 
that we reproduce it in full* 

Chicago (Editor of The Tribune ) 
—Speaking of the photoplay called 
'The Birth of a Nation," you say 
It is in all essential episodes ground-
pd on historical fact, representing the 
struggles of that terrible time in the 
south when the whites, hack from 
war, saw their government taken over 
by the newly enfranchised blacks con­

trolled oy the northern carpetbaggers. 
'What happened with the Negro 

ascendant and how the white re-estab­
lished his supremacy is shown with 
obvious natural sympathy for the 
south, and no doubt with such height­
ening of effect as dramatic art has a 
right to employ It presents what the 
south says and the north of our day, 
at least, is inclined to believe to be 
truth.' 

Exactly the reverse of this is true, 
for there never was a time when any 
one of the state governments of the 
south was taken over by the newly 
enfranchised blacks controlled by the 
northern carpetbaggers. 

That some mistakes were made dur­
ing the progress of reconstruction will 
not be denied How could it be other­
wise? The war had just come to an 
end. Sectional animosity was bitter 
and intense. The Republican party 

BY MAJOR JOHN R. LYNCH, U. S. A. (Retired.) 

was looked upon as the enemy of the 
south No white man could identify 
himself with the Republican party at 
that time in any one of the southern 
states without running the risk of be­
ing socially ostracised and publicly, 
characterized as an enemy to his sec­
tion, his state, and his race. Notwith­
standing these things, not less than 
25 per cent of the white men of that 
section—men who were to the man­
ner born, many of them ex-Confeder­
ate soldiers, identified themselves 
with and became leaders of the Re­
publican party. These, in the mam, 
were the men that the newly enfran­
chised blacks selected as their lead­
ership they loyally and faithfully fol­
lowed. 

I do not hesitate to assert that the 
reconstructed state governments at 
the south were the best governments 
those states ever had before or havu 

ever had since. There never was a 
time when there was actual physical 
"Negro domination," or even carpet-
bagging domination, in any one of the 
reconstructed states 

The play to which you refer, in­
stead of being "grounded on histori­
cal facts," is grounded on historical 
misrepresentation, without having a 
single actual fact as the basis of its 
existence. It is fiction pure and 
simple, painted from a diseased and 
prejudiced imagination, with a false 
and deceptive background as a basis 
upon which to stand. Such a play 
could not be otherwise than mischiev­
ous m its inception and dangerous in 
its results, even if the scenes depicted 
were a truthful reproduction of actual 
occurrences. But when it is or ought 
to be a well known fact that the al­
leged scenes are pure fabrications 
with not a singie background of truth 

to support them, their production can 
hardly he less than criminal. In the 
main they are false, slanderous, and 
malicious. They are calculated and 
intended to engender and intensify 
race prejudice and race hatred. In 
the interest of peace, order, truth, 
justice, and morality they should be 
suppressed. No good can come but 
much harm may result from them It 
is, therefore, the duty of the authori­
ties to suppress them, just as they 
would suppress any other nuisance 
that is calculated to incite crime and 
general disorder in the community. 

In this connection allow me, as a 
southern man, to say, and to say 
whereof I know, that there are Just 
two classes of white people at the 
south who keep this so-called race 
problem constantly before the public. 
The first class is composed of those 
who commercialize race prejudice 

J IM CROW SCHOOL DANGER. 

simply for the dollars and cents they 
can make out of it. The second class 
is composed of those who utilize race 
prejudice for the purpose of securing 
political distinction and oflicial recog­
nition which they could never secure 
through any merit of their own. It 
makes no difference with these people 
how much harm to the public or in­
justice is done to any people or race 
as long as they can accomplish the 
purpose desired. They know there is 
not a particle of truth in anything 
they say or produce relative to this 
matter But what difference does 
that make to them? The oflice seek­
er finds that this is his best paying 
political asset. What is the use, then 
of considering or discussing the tariff', 
the financial, or any other subject or 
question as long as this mythical race 
question will answer the purpose' 
They find that this is the one ques­

tion upon which they can hold the 
white men of the south in abject po­
litical subjection and upon which the 
average white man at the north can 
he easily fooled and deceived. As 
long, then, as the country believes, 
as you seem to believe, that these 
things are true and that public senti­
ment must tolerate them and approve 
methods that are criminal and prac­
tices that would be otherwise inde­
fensible for the purpose of preventing 
Negro domination," just so long will 

this state of affairs continue. Let us 
hope that the eyes of the people will 
eventually be opened and that justice 
and fair play for all will be the ac­
cepted rule of action in all parts of 
our country. 

JOHN R. LYNCH, 
Author of "The Pacts of Reconstruc­

tion " 

Philadelphia in Tight Grip of Race Prejudice, Says the Very 
Conservative Philadelphia Tribune. Thoughtful Col­

ored Leaders Cry Out. 

^ L / a * * T h ? m a s * ? u r h a m P u D»c crease their burdens, but it also gives 
School, Sixteenth and Lombard streets an impetus to race prejudices 
the largest segregated school rh this 
city, it has beeh definitely settled that 
the introduction of vocational train­
ing for at least 400 of the 1200 pupils 
that attend that school will begin next 
January. If the experiment succeeds 
a similar course will in all probability 
follow in each of the 14 separate 
schools throughout the city 

Majority of Colored See Whites Are 
Increasing the Separate System. 

While the gradual return of the 
distinctive segregated schools in this 
city seems inevitable, there seems to 
be a growing sentiment, nevertheless, 
the part of a large majority of col­
ored citizens in opposition to the con­
tinual growth. 

THE SOUTH 

Blpw at Higher Education in North. 
THEY VIEW IT WITH ALARM and 

many regard the proposed innovation 
of vocational training as a direct blow 
at the aspiration for higher education 
and a more general acceptance by 
them in the North of Dr. Booker T. 
Washington's idea thai; industrial edu­
cation is best for at least the next 
century. 

The intelligent people of color know earn a^Hveliho^d* 
that separate schools are breeders of 
race prejudice; that such schools 
serve to create a spirit of disrespect 
in the mind of one class for the other. 

The question is asked and even now 
awaits an answer. How may one 
foster the spirit of genuine good will 
betwen classes educated in separate 

More Prejudice Where Schools 
Separate. 

The intelligent colored citizen trav­
els and observes, that in every city 
where the separate school system is 
in vogue, race hatred has grown 
apace. 

Doubtless intelligent white citizens 
know this to be true and are anxious 
to do everything in their power to en­
courage the growth of race hatred, 
hence are desirous of adding any feat­
ure in the public school curriculum 
that tends toward that end. 
Leads to Degrading of Colored Curri­

culum. 
Whether or not the system begun in 

this city in 1881, when the law enforc­
ing the creation of mixed schools was 
passed, has been a success or failure 
after an experiment of a quarter of a 
century seemsynot to be the question, 
but rather it seems to be the thought 
of the school authorities to fit the col­
ored boy and girl for work, as they 
realize how exceedingly diflicult it is 
for the colored youth after graduation 
to obtain, in the open competition of 
trade, such occupational relation to so­
ciety as will give them a chance to 

if Better Chance in Life for Work 
Educated Side by Side With 

White. 
But even after graduation the col­

ored youth who has been given the 
chance to work alongside of the white 
hoy at his trade, has a better oppor-

^ 
schools? The division of classes, or tunity to demonstrate his ability and 
races, if you please, in so called pub- build up a strong line of friendship 
lie schools is not only unfair to the with members of the dominant race 
tax payer, white and colored alike, be- than he could possibly have in seere-
cause it is hound in due season to in- gated school. 

f 

J G. Woodward, mayor of Atlanta, 
Ga, speaking what was on his mind 
at the Dixie day celebration of the 
San Francisco exposition, gave expres­
sion to the identical thought that we 
knew would prevail in the state which 
permitted the murder of Leo M. 
Frank 

Mr. Woodward, exalted by the 
knowledge that the freemen of his 
commonwealth had arisen against the 
authority of the commonwealth gave 
his approval to the act. He spoke as 
we expect misguided southerners to 
speak. They have more rhapsody for 
southern blood and the sanctity of 
southern women than would be need­
ed by a nation of Don Quixotes, but 
they thoroughly lack the idealism and 
the continence of the Spanish don 
whose language they feebly imitate. 

He meant what he said. They are 
content to talk about it. The north, 
with its more ordered ways and its 
faulty but better civilization, thinks 
more and talks less of the sanctity of 
women than the rhetorical south. 
What the South needs is less rhetoric 
and more work. 

Southerners already have protested 
that The Tribune is vindictive and 
inutile* unjust and malignant in its 
abuse of a whole section of the coun­
try for the work of twenty-five men. 
The answer is that the work of the 
twenty-five has the approval of the 
voting and controlling populace. The 
answer is that the twenty-five did 

(From the Chicago Tribune.) 

what the people of Georgia and the 
people of the South wanted done, and 
did what the peopje of the South tol­
erate, defend, and advocate. 

The South needs to feel that its 
code of conduct is so primitive and so 
brutal that it has involved the whole 
country m disrepute. It has made the 
American nation stand in world opin­

ion for inhuman burning of convicted 
or suspected persons, for passions 
which cannot find expression nowa­
days among savages 

The South needs a brutal, uncom­
promising, even unjust denunciation. 
It needs one which will not even con­
sider the South's tremendous limita­
tions. It needs one which will not 
stop to weigh and take account of 
causes, but which will go directly to 
the results and treat those results as 
if they had no explicable cause. 

What the South needs is a tongue 
lashing and a continued tongue lash­
ing of the most violent kind. It needs 
to feel isolated from the respect of 
the nation which is compromised by 
the acts it defends. . 

We do not say that the North is 
free from the spirit which flares up in 
the South. We know it is not free. 
The North is able to show an act of̂  
violence for every one exhibited in 
the South, but the North does not 
condone them nor defend them, and 
it does endeavor to get at the causes 
which produce them. 
:;' The South needs every bitter word 

which can be said against it It needs 
to know that when it parades the 
sanctity of its women it is making a 
display of something the rest of the 
nation assumes and holds too high to 
spend useless words upon Action, 
not eloquence, is demanded of the 
South. 

The need is that it feel its disgrace 
and correct so far as is humanly pos­
sible the causes of bad government 
and of bad thought which are ex­
pressed in the conditions it tolerates. 
We are not ignoring the great prob­
lem which it has in the Negro. We 
simply assert that the South has per­
mitted its problem to work out to the 
utter confusion of its governmental 
agencies and the confusion of its po­
litical thought. ^ 

It must, if it is to rehabiltate and 
regenerate itself, correct its opinion 
and stop exhausting itself in rhetoric 
and damning itself by act. It must 
put community lawfulness superior to 
individual lawlessness. 

It is a concern of the nation that the 
southern states should re-establish 
Hiemselves as respected units in a 
union. And if nothing but abuse can 
bring them to a realization that their 
ways are unworthy of their traditions 
and of the history of the American re­
public, then the abuse ought to be 
given them until the tongue of the 
abuser is tired, even if the sensibili­
ties of the abused cannot be hurt and 
the sense of the abused aroused. 

^ ^ t 
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LEARNED TO "LOVE, HONOR AND OBEY.' 

And Good Excerpts, Taken Prom Afro-American Ledger, St 
Luke Herald, Pioneer Press, Cleveland Gazette, Rich­

mond Planet and Christian Recorder. 

Have Learned to ^ove , Honor and lady in spite of allegations that as a 
(From the Afro-American l^^r \ P P , w e *?ck i n ^^ o f Dra in- Keep 

erhood for all races may come true," 

Scientific Study Opens Doors. 
(From the Richmond Planet.) 

When colored men make a scientific 

says Miss Florence MacFarlane, dele­
gate from London, England, to the 
New Thought Congress, which met in 
San Francisco recently. Miss Mac­
Farlane announces her intention of ••-"- wiuicu m Bu uuue a saenunc 
going out to live among colored people. s t u^y of finance, just as white men 
The experience of the Englishwoman h*ve done, the doors of wealth and 
may prove interesting but it offers lit- competency will swing wide for them 
tie that is new. Thousands of her t00-
race and sex have not only learned _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
to love their colored brothers, but "to " ~ 
love, honor and obey them." campaign Against Lynching. 

(From the Christian Recorder.) 
There is no better time than NOW 

to begin a National Crusade Against 

Blood Bougtft Rights Lasting. 
(From St. Luke Herald) 

War to the greatest dertroyer of £ 3 & V C u _ i & 7 l £ t i S a ' # _ _ 

K««JI?7-I v* r a c i a l barriers. Blood crime has spread, the barbaritv with 
lX>rT^Zi^Tly perpetual £hIch *, Is « m 5 2 t t ? m£ 
no worm &CKnowle^sea.^ disgraceful complacency with which it 

The Lvnehin« «# _«•** ~_ r e s a r d e d » should arouse the con-
- / L £ I J>,of

TT
Ma,tL s c l e n c e <* the country In one united 

(From St Luke's Herald.* protest against its further spread and 
But, why not Mexico? Well, Mex- f o r i t s n n a l annihilation. 

ico has a population of 15,000,000. It 
has several 'men calling themselves 1 
generals, backed by armies that will S'more Southern "Social Equality" 
X n o t ^ ^ < * - the Cleveland Gazette/ ' < 
back. The helpless and unarmed i re J T S I ^ i * C'-p^t Paul Whipple 
our prey. Just as we lvnch helpless I S M . S ? ^ h e L ° f 8 e v e 1 ? 1 Colored t 
Negroes this administration has lynch- ? ? d r l n ^ H e ? e d recently at River-, 
ed the Haitian government \ £?&„?;_C' i l a v i n ^ a n e s t a t e o f nearly^ 
, ; > WWW°- His will provides that two^ 
'~ Colored Lady Leads All. J n h i s S , o l o r e d , children, Sam and& 
(Prom Martlnsburg Pioneer-Press.V %£S5t™0^ii,V8iM_ciatio11 ^ » ' 
The wnriri\_ ___.A!_t •_, „*__ _ 4EP , t e man, shall administer his estate. 
xne worlds record in stenography The children will have nn tmnKi^Tt. 

and typewriting is held bv a gi.lnr«E s e c n i r t e g T ^ i n h e r i ^ . "***» % 
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