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DEAR BIB.: Pursuant to your re-
ouest and In accordance with the pro­
visions of Section 46, Statutes 1913, I 
herewith hand you statement of the 
purposes and effect of all amendment! 
to the Constitution proposed by the 
legislature of 1915 and to be submit* 
ted to the electors at the next general 
•lection; such statement also shows the 
reading* of the existing sections and 
the way the same will read if the 
intendments are adopted. 

Yours truly, 
LYNDON A. SMITH, 

Attorney General. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1. 

By Chapter 379. LavB 1915, the legis ­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
Bleotors, an amendment of Section Two 
(I) of Article Eight of the Constitu­
tion, by adding to said Section Two a. 
|iew paragraph. 

Seetton Two as It now stands read* 
M Xollowst 

Section 2. "SCHOOL AND SWAMP, 
LANDS—SCHOOL FUNDS FROM SALE 
OF—The proceeds of such lands as are 
or hereafter may be granted by the] 
United States for the use of school*: 
within each township in this state! 
shall remain a perpetual school fund' 
to the state; and not more than one-j 
third of said lands may be sold in two ; 
year*, one-third in five years, and one-
+hlrd In ten years; but the lands oft 
••he greatest valuation shall be sold! 
frsr; Provided, that no portion of said 
lands shall be sold otherwise than a t 
public sale. The princinal of all funds' 
rrlslniar from sales or other disposition 

»
f lands or other property, granted or 
ntmsted to this sta' 

«Hia for , educational 
this state in each town«, 
""•* * purposes. "*"* 

ioievv.j oo preserved inviolate and un< 
Uinni.isheu; and the iueuuie tu-tainsi 

teient townsmps turoueiioui tue sun.*, 
in proportion K> tiie uu.^uw oi sc««i-
JrJs„ln ^^i 1 l t"v"a a»i'. iivi.«t«in uiu a s « j 
oi nye and iwumy-one years; and s i i tu 
DO laitutuiiy apyuua to tue specina 
objects ot me uiiyinal Krauts or ap­
propriations. Suiu&ie laws shall be 
enacted by the legislature tor the sale 
investment oi the principal of all funds 
which have lieretoiore arisen or whicli 
may hereafter arise from the sale or 
other disposition of such lands, or the 
income from such lands accruing In 
any way before the sale or disposition 
thereof in Interest-bearing- bonds of 
the United States, or of the State of 
Minnesota issued after the year 1860, 
or of such other state as the legisla­
ture may by law from time to time di­
rect. All swamp lands now held by 
the state, or that may hereafter accrue 

*}, st
1

ate> s h a 1 1 b e appraised and 
Bold in the same manner and by the 
name officers, and the minimum price 
shall be the same less one-third, as ia 
provided by law for the appraisement 
and sale of the school lands under the 
Provisions of title one of chapter 
thirty-eight of the General Statutes. 
Ki!L Por i in c i p a l o f a 1 1 f u n a s derive* 
IV1JP u a \ l s

J . o f s w a m P lands as afore­
said shall forever be preserved invio­
late and undiminished. One-half of 
the proceeds of said principal shall be 
appropriated to the common school 
Lun« °J A h e s t a * e ; the remaining one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu­
cational and charitable institutions of 
the state in the relative ratio of cost 
to support said institutions." 

The paragraph which It Is proposed 
to add to said Section Two reads as 
follows I 

"A revolving fund of not over 
two hundred iifty thousand dol­
lars ($250,000) may be set apart 
from the fund derived from the 
sale of school and swamp lands, 
to be used in constructing roads, 
ditches and fire breaks in. through 
and around unsold school and 
swamp lands and in clearing such 
lands, such fund to be replenished 
as long as needed from the en­
hanced value realized from the sale 
of such lands so benefited." 

Under Section Two as it now stands 
the proceeds of the sale of school and 
Bwamp lands constitute the principal 
of a trust fund, the -income of which 
Is used for the support of the schools, 
educational and charitable Institutions 
of the state. Section Two as it now 
ctands provides that the principal of 
such fund "shall forever be preserved 
Inviolate and undiminished." 

THE EFFECT of the proposed 
intendment, if adopted, will be to mod­
ify the provision Ipst quoted to the 
extent of permitting: the legislature to 
•et aside not to exceed 9250,000 of the 
principal of the tru»t fund as a revolv­
ing fund to be used for the purposes 
Stated In the amendment proposed. 

«2.40 PER TEAK. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3. 

By Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the legis ­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
electors an amendment of Section Six (?A' P.f A r t l d e Eight (8) of the Con­
stitution. 

Section Six as It now stands reads 
as follows i 

_ "Section e T - I N V E S T M E N T OF 
S C H O O L FUNDS — The permanent 
School and university fund of this state 
may be invested in the bonds of any 
county, school district, city, town or 
village of this state, but no such in­
vestment shall be made until approved 
by the board of commissioners desig­
nated by law to regulate the invest­
ment of the permanent school fund and 
the permanent university fund of this 
state; nor shall such loan or invest­
ment be made whet) the bonds to be 
Issued or purchased would make the 
entire bonded indebtedness exceed fif­
teen per cent of the assessed valuation 
of the taxable real property of the 
county, school district, city, town or 
village issuing such bonds; nor shall 
such loans or indebtedness be made at 
a lower rate of interest than three per 
cent per annum, nor for a shorter pe­
riod than five years, nor for a longer 
period than twenty years, and no 
change of the town, school district, 
city, village or of county lines shall 
relieve the real property in such town, 
school district, county, village or city 
In this state at the time of the issuing 
of such bonds from any liability for 
taxation to pay such bonds. 

If the proposed amendment Is adopt­
ed It will then read as follows! 

"The permanent school and uni­
versity fund of this state may be 
invested in the bonds of any coun­
ty, school district, city, town or 
village of this state, and in first 
mortgage loans secured upon im­
proved and cultivated farm lands 
of this state. But no such invest­
ment or loan shall be made until 
approved by the board of commis­
sioners designated by law to regu­
late the investment of the perma­
nent school fund and the perma­
nent university fund of this state; 
nor shall such loan or investments 
be made when the bonds to be Is­
sued or purchased would make the 
entire bonded indebtedness exceed 
16 per cent of the assessed valua­
tion of the taxable property of the 
county, school district, city, town 
or village issuing such bonds; nor 
shall any farm loan, or Investment 
be made when such Investment or 
loan would exceed 30 per cent of 
the actual cash value of the farm 
land mortgage to secure eaid in­
vestment; nor shall such invest­
ments or loans be made at a low­
er rate of Interest than 3 per cent 
?er annum, nor for a shorter neriod 

han five years, nor for a longer 
period than thirty years, and no 
change of the town, school dis­
trict, city, village or of county 
lines shall relieve the real prop­
erty in such town, school district, 
county, vil lage or city in this state 
at the time of issuing of such 
bonds from any liability for taxa­
tion to pay such bonds." 

THE PURPOSE of the amendment Is 
to authorise the Investment of the per-
taanent school and university funds in 
"first mortgage loans secured upon Im­
proved and cultivated farm lands 
where the amount of the loana so s e -
lured does not exceed SO per cent of 
the valae of the land mortgaged. 

THE EFFECT of the adoption of the 
proposed amendment will be to permit 
the legislature to authorise the In­
vestment of the permraent school and 
university funds In form mortgages as 
Shove stated, as well as In the bonds 
»f any county, school district, city, 
town or vil lage of this state. Under 
lection Six as It now reads bonds can-
sot be purchased unless they mature 
St least i v e and not more than twenty 
fears after purchase. If the . amend­
ment Is adopted, bonds and mortgages 
Stay be purchased If they mature not 
less than five nor more than thirty 
fears alter purchase. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. S. 

B y Chapter 381, Laws 1915, the legis ­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
(lectors, an amendment of Article Nine 
19) of the Constitution by adding 
[hereto a new section, which reads as 
Jollows: . ,*..,, 

S& ft' 

"Section 17. - The legislature fa 
hereby authorized to provide by 
law for the mining and sale of any 
*vo n i.01le o r other minerals which 
tne state owns, In its sovereign ca­
pacity, and as trustee for the p e o ­
ple of the state, which are situate 
under the waters or bed of any 
meandered public lake or riv*r, 
and for that purpose may provide 
for the drainage of any such lake 
or river, or the diversion of the 
waters thereof to a new bed or 

Sannel, provided, however, that 
• ves ted riparian rights of art-

vate persons) or oorputations own-
uKi» l a j l d ^Jo in ing suca lanes 

shall not be destroyed or 'damaged 
Without their coimuiit, um«ss com­
pensation tneicior snail oe ui\*t 
paid or secured. Tne principal of 
H.U funds arising irom tne saie of 
such iron ore, or oaier minerals, 
snail lorever be preserved invio­
late and unuimuiisueu, but the in­
come therefrom shall be used tor 
the construction, improvement 
and maintenance of tne public 
roads of the state. The principal 
of such funds shall be loaned or 
Invested in the same manner, by 
the same officers and upon the 
same terms as is, or from time to 
time hereafter may be authorized 
by the constitution and laws, for 
the loaning or investment of the 
permanent school and university 
funds of the state." »«»•".» 

THE PURPOSE of the proposed 
amendment cannot be more clearly 
stated than Is expressed therein. 

THE EFFECT of the amendment, If 
•dopted, would be to confer power on 
the legislature to provide by law for 
the mining of Iron ore and other min­
imis , which the state owns In Its sov­
ereign capacity and situate under the 
bed of any meandered public lake or 
river, subject to the restriction that 
the rights of riparian owners on any 
such lake or river, shall not he de­
stroyed or Injured without compensa­
tion. If the legislature exercises the 
sower, in case it Is conferred, i t could 
ulso provide for the drainage or di­
version of the waters of the lake or 
river with reference to which It so 
legislates} It could also prescribe by 
whom such minerals could be mined 
end the compensation to be paid to the 
state therefor. The proceeds of the 
sale of any such minerals would con­
stitute a fund to be loaned and invest­
ed the same as the permanent sehpol 
Rnd university funds, the Income of 
such fund to be used In the construc­
tion, improvement and maintenance of 
public roads. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4. 

By Chapter 382, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed an amendment to Sec­
tion Two (2) of Article Six of the Con­
stitution. 

Said Section 2 now reads as follows! 

"Section 2. SUPREME C O U R T — 
The supreme court shall consist of 

Jtie chief justice and two associate jus-
ices, but the number of associate jus­

tices may be increased to a number 
not exceeding four, by the legislature, 
by a two-thirds vote, when it shall be 
deemed necessary. It shall have orig­
inal jurisdiction in such remedial cases 
as may be prescribed by law and ap­
pellate jurisdiction in all cases* both in 
law and equity, but there shall be no 
trial by Jury in said court. It shall 
hold one or more terms in each year, 
as the legislature m£y direct, at the 
seat of government, and the legislature 
may provide, by a two-thirds vote, 
that one term -in each year shall ba 
held in each or any- judicial district. It 
Shall be the duty of such court to ap­
point a. reporter of fts decisions. There 
shall be chosen, by the qualified elec­
tors of the state, one clerk of the su­
preme court, who shall hold his office 
for the term of four years, and until 
his successor is duly elected and quali­
fied; and the judges of the supreme 
court, or a majority of them, shall have 
the power to fill any vacancy in the 
Office of clerk of the supreme court 
until an election can be regularly had." 

If the proposed amendment la adopt­
ed the section wil l then read a s fol­
lows t 

"Section 2. The supreme court 
shall consist of one chief justice 
and six associate justices. Five 
shall constitute a quorum, and the 
concurrence of at least four shall 
be necessary to a decision. It 
shall have original jurisdiction in 
such remedial cases as may be pre­
scribed by law, and appellate juris­
diction in all cases, both in law and 
equity, but there shall be no trial 
by jury in said court. It shall hold 
one or more terms in each year, 
as the legislature may direct, at 
the seat of government, and the 
legislature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term in each 
year shall be held in each or any 
Judicial district. It shall be the 
duty of such court to appoint a re­
porter of its decisions and a clerk 
of the supreme court." 

PURPOSE AND EFFE.CTt The Su­
preme Court as now constituted con­
sists of n chief justice and four asso­
ciate justices. The clerk of said court 
Is now elected. If the amendment Is 
adopted, two associate justices wil l ba 
added to the court and the clerk will 
be appointed by the court instead of 
belns; elected by the voters. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 5. 

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
electors, an amendment of Section 
Eleven (11) of Article Four (4) of the 
Constitution. 

Said section now reads a s fol lows! 

"Section 11. APPROVAL OF BILLS 
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER— 
Every bill which shall have passed the 
senate and house of representatives, in 
conformity to the rules of each house 
and the joint rules.of the two houses, 
shall, before it be<i«mes a law, be pre-

Sented to the governor of the state. If 
..?< a P P r o v l f » • shall sign and deposit 
it in the office of the secretary of state 
for preservation, and notify the house 
where it originated of the fact. But 
If not, he shall return It with his ob­
jections, to the house' in which it shall 
have originated; when such objections 
shall be entered at large on the jour­
nal of the same, and the house shall 
proceed to reconsider the bill. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-thirds 
Pf„ t h . a t £ ° . u s e , h a U a#ree to pass the bi1?« *A s h a U D e • e n * . together with the 
objections, to the other house, by which 
It shall l ikewise be reconsidered; and 
If it be approved by two-thirds of that 
house it shall become a law. But In 
all such cases the votes of both houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the persons voting 
for or against the bill shall be entered 
pn the Journal of each house respec­
tively. If any bill shall not be re­
turned by the governor within three 
Eays (Sundays excepted) after it shall 

ave been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law in like manner as if 
he had sighed it, unless the legislature, 
by adjournment within that time, pre­
vents i ts return; in which case it shall 
l o t be a law. The governor may ap­
prove, sign and file in the office of the 
secretary of state, within three days 
after the adjournment of the legisla­
ture, any act passed during the last 
three days of the session, and the same 
shall become a law. If any bill pre­
sented to the governor contains sev­
eral items of appropriation of money 
be may object to one or more of such 
Items, while approving of the other 
portion of the bill. In such case, he 
Shall append to the bill, at the time 
of signing it, a statement of the items 
tp which ne objects, and the appropria­
tion so objected to shall not take ef­
fect. If the legislature be in session, 
he shall transmit to the house in which 
the bill originated A copy of such state­
ment, and the items objected to shall 
be seoarately reconsidered. If, on re­
consideration, one or more of sncll 
Items be approved by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, the 
**."!• J9*1*** be a part of the law, not­
withstanding the objections of the gov­
ernor. All the provisions of this sec­
tion, in relation to bills not approved 
by the governor, shall aoptv in cases 
In which he shall withhold his approval 
from any item or items contained la * 
till appropriating money." 

I t Is proposed to amend that seetton 
•e tkmt It ata l l read a s foUowst 

>"aentn\tt 11. Everr bill whfoll 

shall have passed the senate *«d 
iiouse oi representatives, t a cuu-
tormity to tue iu*«a o£ eacn house 
auu tiie joint ruies of me two 
liuusts, snail, betui-ti it becomes a 
law, oe presented to tne eovc.nor 
of tne state. If -he approve* he 
snau sign and deposit it in tne 
©nice ox ihe secretary of state tor 
preservation, and notify the house 
wuere it originated of the tact. 
But if not, ne snail return it, wuh 
his objections, to, tne house in 
wnich it snail have originated: 
wnen such oojections sha.n be en­
tered, at large on; tne journal of 
the same, and the house snail pro­
ceed to reconsider the bill. If, 
after, such reconsideration, two-
thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, to­
gether with the objections, to the 
other house, by which it shall l ike­
wise be reconsidered; and if it be 
approved by. two-thirds of that 
house it shall become a law. But 
in all such cases the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays, and the names of 
Jl!e ^ir,8 0 1^ •ot*n«' f ° r or against 
the bill shall be entered on the 
journal of each house respective­
ly*. If any bill shall not be re­
turned by the governor within 
three days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have* been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in 
like manner as if he had signed 
it, unless the legislature by ad­
journment within that time, pre­
vent its return; in which case it 
snail not be a law. The governor 
may approve, sign and file in the 
office of the secretary of state, 
within three days after the ad­
journment of the legislature, any 
act passed during the last three 
days of the session, and the same 
shall become a law. If any bill 
presented to the governor contains 
several items of appropriation of 
money, he may object to one or 
more of such items in whole or in 
part, while approving of the other 

Eortion of the bill. In such case 
e shall append to the bill, at the 

time of signing it,--.a statement of 
the items and parts of items to 
which he objects, and the part of 
any appropriation so objected to 
shall not take effect. If the legis­
lature be in session, he shall traris-
mit to the house in- which the bill 
originated a copy 'of such state­
ment, and the items objected to in 
jvhole or in part shall be separate­
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid­
eration, one or more of such items 
be approved by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, 
the same shall be a part of the 
law, notwithstanding the objec-

. tions of the governor. All the 
provisions of this section, in rela­
tion to bills not approved by the 
governor, shall apply in cases in 
which he shall withhold his ap­
proval in whole ori in part from 
any item or items .contained In a 
bill appropriating *ioney." 

PURPOSF. ANU EFFECTi Under 
the Constia ?ion >*. It now is, the gov-
er. :- .:-- . .-.to any item In an appro-
pr; •-*»'•«. ̂ ' *,, but he casinot cut down 
tht» tu^-'.-y ..appropriated for any spe-
elfic puii>o«e. The amendment. If adopt­
ed, will g ive the governor power to 
reduce the amount of an appropriation 
for any given purpose, unless upon 
transmittal to the legislature of a 
Statement of the part of an item of an 
appropriation bill to which he objects, 
the two houses, each by a two-thirds 
vote, approve the Item as It was origin­
ally passed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6. 

By Chapter 384, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed an amendment of Sec­
tion Thirteen (13) of A r t i c l e One (1) 
of the Constitution. 

The section as It now stands reads 
as followat 

"Section 13. PRIVATE PROPERTY 
FOR PUBLIC USE — PrivateT property 
shall not be taken, destroyed or dam­
aged for public use, without just com-
pensation therefor first paid or se­
cured." 

If the amendment Is adopted the sec. 
tion will read as follows: 

"Section 13. Private property 
shall not be taken, destroyed or 
damaged for public use, without 
Just compensation therefor first 
paid or secured, and such private 
property may be taken, destroyed 
or damaged for the purpose of pri­
vate as well as public drainage 
upon just compensation therefor 
being first paid or secured." 

THE PURPOSE of the proposed 
amendment is to permit the taking of 
private lands for the purpose of drain­
age purposes where the drain or ditch 
will be of no public benefit, but on the 
contrary will only benefit the land or 
lands of the person or persons eon* 
structlna- the drainage ditch. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 7. 

By Chapter 385, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
electors, an amendment of Section One 
(IT of Article Four (4) of the Consti­
tution. 

Section One • » i t now stands, reads 
as followst 

"Section 1. TWO HOUSES — SES­
SIONS — The legislature shall consist 
or the senate and house of representa­
tives, which shall meet biennially at 
the seat of government of the state, 
at such time as shall be prescribed by. 
law, but no session shall exceed- the 
l6!* K.Hn l n e ty lee*1*1*"Y* day*, and no 
new1 bill shall be introduced in either 
wjanch except on the written request 
of the governor, during the last twen­
ty days of such session, except the at ­
tention of the legislature shall be 
called to some Important matter of 

f eneral Interest by a special message 
rom the governor." 

If the amendment to adopted* fae 
section wil l them êmdWenl followst 

Sec. 1. TWO HOUSES—SES­
SIONS. — The legislature shall 
consist of the senate and house of 
representatives, which shall meet 
biennially at the seat of govern­
ment of the state, at such time as 
shall be prescribed by law, but- no 
session shall exceed the term of 
ninety (90) legislative days, and 
no bill shall be introduced in either 
branch, except on the written re­
quest of the governor, during the 
last twenty days of- Such session, 
except the attention of the legis ­
lature shall be called to some im­
portant matter of general inter­
est by a special message from the 
governor; but the people reserve 
to themselves direct power a s fol­
lows: 

(a) CONSTITftTIONAL INITIA­
TIVE.—When at any time prior to 
the commencement of any session 
of the legislature, there, shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
-state a petition proposing an 
amendment to the constitution. 
Signed by two per centum of the 
•lectors of the state, the secretary 
of state shall transmit the 
same to the legislature not later 
than ten (10) days after the com­
mencement of the session, i f the 
amendment so proposed be net sub­
mitted to the electors by the legis ­
lature at such session, or if it be 
-submitted la an amended form; 
then, upon a further petition or 
petitions, each signed by eight per 
centum of the electors of the state, 
filed- with the secretary of state 
within six months after the ad­
journment of the legislature, the 
amendment proposed in the first 
petition, or one or more amended . 
forms thereof. Shall be submitted 
to -the electors for their approval 
or rejection a t the next general or 
special state-wide election occur­
ring not less than .ninety days 
after the filing of any such fur­
ther petition. Any amendment ' 
Sroposed by initiative petition and. 

I Its ortsjtnal d* Hi an amended 

form, submitted to the electors by 
tne legislature or by a further pe­
tition, snail become a part of the 
constitution, if .approved by a ma­
jority ot the electors voting at 
Bucn election, or by four-sevenths 
of the electors voting on the pro-

f iosed amendment; provided, not 
ess than three-sevenths of the 

electors voting at said election 
voted for the proposed amendment. 
This section shall be construed as 
a means in addition to* Section i . 
Article 14, of the state constitu­
tion, for amending the same. 

(b) STATUTORY INITIATIVE. 
—rWhen at any time prior to the 
commencement of any session of 
the legislature there shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
state, a petition proposing a law, 
signed by two per centum of the 
electors of the state, the secretary 
of state shall transmit the same 
to the legislature not later than 
ten (10) days after the commence­
ment of the session. If the law 
so proposed be not passed by the 
legislature at such session, or if 
It be passed in an amended form, 
then upon a further petition or 
petitions, each signed by six per 
centum of the electors of the state, 
filed with the secretary of state 
within six- months after the ad­
journment of the legislature, the 
law proposed in the first petition 
or one or more amended forms 
thereof, shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next general or spe­
cial state-wide election, occurring 
not less than ninety days after the 
filing of any such further petition 
or petitions, and if approved by a 
majority of the electors voting 
thereon, provided the vote In favor 
of the proposed law be not less 
than thirty-three per centum of 
the total number of votes cast at 
auch election, the same shall be­
come a law and go into effect 
thirty days after such election, and 
shall supersede any amended form 
of such law which may have been 
passed by the legislature. No law 
passed by the initiative petition 
and approved by the electors shall 
be subject to the veto of the gov­
ernor. The authority of the people 
to enact laws, as provided in this 
subdivision, shall extend xmly to 
laws authorized by the provisions 
ef the constitution. 

(c) THE REFERENDUM. — If 
within ninety days after the final 
adjournment of any session of the 
legislature, a referendum petition, 
signed by six per centum of the 
electors of the state, shall be filed 
with the secretary of state againet 
any law or any part of a law, 
passed by the legislature at such 
session, such law, or such part of 
a law shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next general or 
special state-wide election, occur­
ring not less than ninety days after 
the filing of said petition. If a 
majority of the votes cast thereon 
he in the negative, provided such 
negative vote be not less than 
thirty-three per centum of the to ­
tal number of votes cast at such 
election, such law or such part of 
a law shall thereby be repealed. 
Provided, that if a referendum pe­
tition is signed by fifteen per cen­
tum of the electors of the state, 
the law, or part of a law, against 
which such petition is filed shall 
be suspended pending the refer­
endum vote thereon. Provided the 
same shall equal 33 per cent of the 
• o t e s at such election. 

Any law providing for a tax levy 
er appropriating money for the 
current expenses of the state gov-

• ernment or state institutions, any 
act of the legislature submitting 
a constitutional amendment or 
other question to the electors of 
the state, or any emergency law 
necessary for the Immediate pres­
ervation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, shall go into ef­
fect Immediately upon its passage 
and approval by the governor, and 
such laws, except emergency laws, 
shall not be subject to a referen­
dum vote. All other laws shal l .go 
Into effect ninety days after the 
adjournment of the legislature. A 
bill proposing an emergencv l a w 
ehall contain a preamble briefly 
setting forth the facts constitut­
ing the emergency. A separate 
vote shall be taken upon the pre­
amble of such bill by a call of the 
yeas and nays, and if the pream^ 
ble be adopted by a two-thirds vote 
of all the members of each house, 
i t shall be an emergency law. 

A (d) GENERAL PROVISIONS.— 
All petitions provided for in this 
section shall contain a title indi­
cating the subject and purpose of 
the proposed law or constitutional 
amendment, or the law, or part of 
a law to be referred, and if a 
change is proposed in an existing" 
constitutional provision or statute. 
In addition to referring to the 
same, it shall state the general 
effect of the proposed change end 
also the full text of the proposed 
law or amendment to the constitu­
tion, or of the law or part of a 
law, to be referred. Any initia­
tive or referendum petition may be 
signed in separate parts but each 
part shall conform to the provi­
sions herein contained. All peti­
tions shall be signed and verified 
before a person authorized to ad­
minister an oath, and shall be in 
such form that a person signing a 

?>etition thereby states under oath, 
he date of his signature, his resi­

dence, that he is a qualified elec­
tor, that he has not previously 
signed any part of such petition, 
and that he has signed the petition 
with knowledge of the contents 
thereof. To each part of such pe­
tition shall be attached the affl-

-•• davit of the person before whom 
the same was signed, which affi­
davit shall contain a statement of 
the number of signers thereon, 
that each of the signatures at­
tached to such part was made in 
the presence of the affiant, that 
to the best of his knowledge and 
belief each signature is the gen­
uine signature of the person whose 
{tame it purports to be, that he be-
teves the persons who have signed 

such petition to be electors, that 
they signed such petition wi th 
knowledge of the contents thereof, 
and that each person sighed the 
same on the date stated opposite 
his name. The circulation Of the 

f ietltion provided for herein, or 
he prohibition of the circulation 

thereof, may be regulated by law, 
-and Jn case the circulation of any ' 

petition is prohibited by law, the 
percentage of .Signers required on 
any petition provided for in this 
section shall be one-half of the 
percentage specified in subdivi­
sions a, b and c of this section. 

The percentage in any case shall 
be based upon the total number ox 
rotes cast for governor at the next 
preceding election. All petitions 
provided for i t this section shall 
contain the Signature of not less 
than one-half of the designated 

Jtercentage of the electors In not 
ess than one-fourth of the coun- ' 

t ies of the sta**. In initiating a 
law or constitutional amendment 
electors who have signed the first 
shall be qualified to sign the seo-
ond petition. 

The sufficiency of all petitions 
shall be decided by the secretary 
of state subject to review by the 
court. If the secretary of state 
decides that any petition is insuf­
ficient, he shall permit a reason­
able time for making correction! 
or for filing additional signatures. 
In the event of legal proceedings 
in court to prevent giving effect to 
any such petition on account of 
Insufficiency, or any other ground, 
the burden of proof shall be upon 
the person attacking the petition. 
No law or amendment- to the con­
stitution Initiated and approved by 
the electors as herein provided, 
shall be held unconstitutional or 
void on account of the insufficiency 
of any initiative petition; nor shall 
the repeal of any law submitted 
by referendum petition be held in-

. valid for such insufficiency. 
• - - . . . - -.,.-,* ~r. . •. f 
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• All Initiative laws and consti­
tutional amendments shall be so 

. submitted to the electors as to 
permit an affirmative or negative' 

. vote upon each measure submit­
ted. If cdnflictifc«r proposed laws' 
or conflicting proposed amend-

' ments to the constitution be a » -
i proved at the same election, tue) 

one receiving the highest number 
of affirmative votes snail pi evail 
as to connicting provisions. 

The style of all legislative meas­
ures ^nd amendments to the con­
stitution initiated by the people 
under this section shall be: "Be 
it enacted by the People of the 
State of Minnesota." 

The provisions of this section 
niay be enforced by appropriate 
legislation, but until such legisla­
tion has been enacted, this section 
Bhali be self executing. 

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT el 
this amendment. If adopted, will I* 
three-fold. 

(a) It will permit the voters to pro­
pose amendments to the Htate constitu­
tion, for adoption, without action by 
the legislature. Under the constitution 
ss it now stands constitutional amend­
ments can be proposed only by the leg­
islature. 

(b) So, too, if adopted, the amend­
ment wil l permit electors to propose 
laws tor enactment and If not enacted 
by the legislatures, the voters may by 
sufficient petition, require the question 
of the 'enactment of the proposed law 
to be submitted to the voters. If ap­
proved by a majority ot the electors 
Voting, thereon, provided the vote ia 
favor of the proposed law Is not less 
than thirty-three per cent of the total 
number of votes cast at such election, 
the same becomes a law with the same 
force and effect as though passed by 
the legislature. The governor will 
have no power to xeto n law so passed, 
hut the people cannot so pass any law 
which is prohibited by the con. 
Btltutlon. 

(c) So too, If adopted, the amend­
ment will permit the voters by propel 
petition to require a vote on the que*, 
tion ot whether or not any law or pari 
thereof, of certain classes of laws, 
passed by the legislature shall be re-
pealed. If the petition asking for tlu 
referendum i s signed by fifteen pes 
rent of the voters of the state, the num­
ber of whom Is to be determined bj 
the number of votes cast for Governoi 
at the preceding election, the law s« 
referred to the voters will not tak< 
effect pending the referendum vot« 
thereon. The vote required io repeal • 
law parsed by the legislature and tin 
classes of laws which cannot be se 
repealed are specified in Subdlvislos 
"C" of the proposed amendment ai 
above printed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8. 

;• By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the legis, 
lature proposed for adoption by tin 
electors an amendment of Section 7, 
Article 6, of the constitution. 

The section now reads as follows i 

"Section 7. PROBATE COURTS— 
There shall be established in each or. 
ganized county in the state a probatt 
court, which shall be a court of r e c 
ord, and be held at such times and 
places as may be prescribed by law, 
i t fhall be held by one judge, wh« 
shall be elected by the voters of th« 
county for the term of two years. H« 
55 a l l x, D e a r e s l d e n t of such county at 
the time of his election, and resid* 
therein during his continuance in of-
flee; and his compensation shall b« 
provided by law. He may appoint hii 
own clerk where none has been elect, 
ed; but the legislature may authoriz« 
the election, by the electors of anj 
county, of one clerk of register of pro. 
bate for such county, whose powers 
duties, term of office and compensation 
Shall be prescribed by law. A probata 
court shall have jurisdiction over tin 
estates of deceased persons and per-

{
sons under guardianship, but no othei 
urisdictlon, except as prescribed bj 
his constitution. 

The amendment simply proposes U 
substitute the word "four" for tin 
word "two" so that the sentence pre* 
scribing the duration of the term oi 
office will, If the amendment Is adopt, 
ed, read as follows t 

"It shall be held by one Judge, 
who shall be elected by the voters 
of the county for the term of four 
years." 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT! Tn« 
amendment, if adopted wil l make th« 
term ot office of the Judge of Probatt 
four years Instead of two. 

MONUMENTAL BUNK. 

(From the Louisville News.) 
A few "grand old Southern gentle­

men" are agitating the building of a 
monument in honor of the old black 
Mammies and Uncles of ante-bellum 
days. This agitation going on through 
the Southern press is full of disgust­
ing sentimentality expressing the high 
regard of said gentlemen for said Mam­
mies and Uncles. According to the 
truck we read slavery was a great and 
noble institution and both Slave and 
master were happy and contented with 
conditions. No slaves tried or wanted 
to escape so delightful a bondage; the 
crack of the whip as it brought blood 
from some black today regardless of 
sex, the bark of the hound as he chased 
human, prey, who in a foolish moment 
had yielded to the desire for liberty, 
the bidding at the auction block when 
mother and child were torn asunder 
are all fiction according to these kind-
hearted old gentlemen. But because 
of the service. — the happy service 
given by the old Mammy and the bid 
Uncle they would build a monument to 
their memory. And in years to come 
Southern white boys and girls—dis­
gusted and angered at the continued 
"freshness" of black boys and girls 
can look at that monument and remem­
ber "things were not always thus." 

Why not a monument to the thou­
sands of known and unknown lynched? 
Why not a 'monument to the thou­
sands of Colored Women raped and 
seduced in the backwood towns of 
Southern States? Why not a monu­
ment at Waco, Texas, where 15,000 
men and women cheered the burning 
of a black boy? . These monuments are 
about as necessary and would be as 
decorative and beautifying as one to 
the old black Mammy and the old 
black Uncle. 

Answer to Jimcrowist*. 

(From the Union, Cincinnati, O.) 
The friends of Roy Miller are con­

gratulating him, as he- passes to/ high 
school, the. only colored child from 
the Hazelwood School, with the high­
est average In the class, f 

i>r??f- Hazelwood, O. 
Prof. Dabney: 

Kindly put the above item in your 
paper, as we are very proud of it, 
especially after the county superin­
tendent and some of our "friends" 
tried to get "a Jim Crow School" out 
here last fall. 'Tours in the fight 
against Jhn Crow and segregation, 

5 Mrs. Geo. W. Alien. 

Jimcrowism 

By National Colored Citizenship 
Congress in Sess ion at 

Washington, D. C. 
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DELEGATES FROM 2 6 STATES 

SPECIAL TO THE APPEAL. 

(Washington, D. C , Oct. 10, 1916) 
The National Colored Citizenship 

Kignts Congress which met in Wash­
ington, D. c , closed a two days' ses­
sion with the adoption of an address 
to the country. 

Lynching, jimcrowism, segregation 
and race proscription were denounced 
by the two hundred delegates from 
all sections of the country. 

The congress urged extensive or­
ganization of the colored people to re­
sist discriminations based on color 
It approved the work of the National 

qAU*al,? l gh t s L e a S u e atong this line. 
At Wednesday night's mass meeting 

addresses were made by Wm. Monroe 
Trotter, presiding, Rev. B. Gunner 
N Y., Thos. Walker, D. C, president 
of local branch and Rev. W C 
Brown, the pastor. 

On Thursday the Congress went in­
to permanent organization with Rev 
M. F. .Sydes, pres.; Rev. C. H. Step-
teau, D. C, vice pres.; T. Walker, 
D. C., treasurer; J. E. Churchman, N 
J., recording secretary; Wm. Warley, 
Ky„ corresponding secretary; Elbert 
W. Powell, Cal., sergeant at arms; 
Rev. R. S. Johnson, Va., chaplain. 

The Congress recommended to the 
Equal Rights League consideration of 
further getting-together of race or­
ganization and endorsed the princi­
ples of the League. It also adopted 
a ringing address to the country. 

The address says in part: 
"For many years after the close of 

the civil war peonage was practiced 
in the South, which has never become 
thoroughly reconciled to equality of 
citizenship. Separation of colored 
passengers from all other racial ele­
ments on common carriers, prescrip­
tive legislation, residential segrega­
tion, lynching of thousands of colored 
men and even women, charged with 
offences never proven in the courts 
of justice, has become almost a na­
tional disease. 

"The race has greatly multiplied in 
numbers and in usefulness. It has re­
duced its illiteracy to a very low per­
centage. Wherever the door of op­
portunity has been opened it has dem­
onstrated its ability to meet the most 
exacting requirements of our civiliza­
tion. We seek nothing but justice and 
that equality of rights and that equal 
opportunity which are denied to none 
of the other groups in this country. 

"We denounce the segregation of 
colored employes in the Civil Service 
of the Federal government as un-
American, unjust and wicked, shame­
ful and disgraceful abuse of power. 

"We denounce the spirit of those 
so-called representatives of the peo­
ple in the halls of Congress, who are 
constantly seeking to de-citizenize the 
race by the introduction of reactionary 
legislation which belong to the past 
age and which the great b6dy of Amer­
ican people have outgrown." 

It was signed by M. W. Spencer, 
Del.; Rev. J. H. Eason, Pa.; Rev. J. E. 
Wood, Ky.; W. M. Trotter, Mass.; J. 
H. Murphy, Md.; Rev. R. C. Ransom, 
N. J.; Rev. W. S. Gay, Conn.; Mrs. 
Robt. Goggins, Mich.; E. W. Powell, 
Cal.; Mrs. S. L. Adams, 111.; Rev. M. 
F. Sydes, R. I.; E. D. Williston, N. C ; 
Rev. B. Gunner, N. Y. 
Ninth Annual Meeting of the Equal 

Rights League. 
The Congress merged into the 9th 

annual meeting of the National Equal 
Rights League on Friday with Rev. 
Byron Gunner in the chair. The morn­
ing session was opened with prayer 
by Bishop G. L. Blackell fof Pennsyl­
vania. One hundred and eighty dele­
gates were enrolled from 26 states. 

In the afternoon the various com­
mittees brought in strong reports 
which were adopted. 

Reduction of representation in Con­
gress, a law by Congress making 
lynching a federal crime, a committee 
to wait upon Congress, drastic oppo­
sition to all sorts of race segregation 
in institutions as well as public car­
riers and domiciles and organization 
of the race by colored leaders were 
among the measures favored. 

Condemn Wilson, Favor Hughes; 
A strong address to the country was 

adopted scoring Wilson for.his race 
segregation and favoring Hughes as 
the means by which to put Wilson 
out. The address contained the fol­
lowing: Owing to the alarming spread 
of Jim-crowism we declare, an oppo­
sition to the whole policy of race 
separation in public and semi-public 
institutions, in places open to the pub­
lic as undemocratic and un-American, 
a denial of equality of rights and des­
tined to make the colored people social 
and civic outcasts. 

These officers were elected: Presi­
dent, Byron Gunner, D. D„ New York; 
vice presidents, Rev. Reverdy, Ran­
som, N. J., Wm. D. Brigham, Mass., 
Rev. Harvey Johnson, D. D., Md., 
Rev. C. H. Stepteau, D. D., D. C; Rev. 
Marion F. Sydes, D. D., R. I., Rev. W. 
Spencer Carpenter, Pa., Mrs. S. L. 
Adams, 111., Rev. John Barnett, Va., 
Bishop J. N. Ross, Rev. W. C. Brown, 
D. C ; recording secretary, James L. 
Neill, D. C ; assistant recording sec­
retary, Wm. Warley, Ky.; correspond­
ing secretary, W. Monroe Trotter, -
Mass.; assistant corresponding secre­
tary, Maurice W. Spencer, Del.; 
treasurer, Thomas Walker, D. C.; 
financial secretary, Dr. W. A. Sinclair, 
Penn.; assistant financial secretary, 
A. Fitzholan Wallace, D. C ; chap­
lain, Rev. Oscar F. Denniston, Mass.; 
national organizer, Rev. James E. 
Churchman, N . J . ; assistant national ~ 
organizer, Rev. Arthur Randall, Md., : , 
and an executive committee, M. W. ,; 
Spencer, chairman. ^jt&^ $*?$!<?& ' ^ * t i ^ 
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