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Homorable Julius A. Schmahl,

Seeretary of State,
Caplitol.

DEAR BIR: Purguant to your re-
quest and in accordance with the pro-
vislons of Section 46, Statutes 1913, I
herewith hand you statement of the
purposes and effect of all amendments
to the Constitution proposed by the
Jegislature of 1915 and to be submit-
ted to the electors at the next general
slection; such statement also shows the
reading of the existing sections and
the way the same will read if the
pmendments are adopted.

Yours truly,
LYNDON A. SMITH,
Attorney General

AMENDMENT NO. L

lature proposed for ado?tlon by the
sleotors, an amendment of Section Two
tl) of Article Eight of the Constitue
fon, by adding to sald Section Two a
pew paragraph. -

Seotion Two as It mow stands reads
ps followa:

2, "SCHQOOL AND SWAMP
c"B-—“n.lBCHOOl'.. FUNDS FROM SALE.
The proceeds of such lands as are

or hereafter may be granted by the|
United States for the use of schqols
within each township in this stat

fhall remain a perpetual school fun

to the state; and not more than one-|
third of said lande may be sold In two,
years, one-third in filve years, and one-
third In ten years; but the lands of
the greatest valuation shall be wsold
firat: Provided, that no portion of said
Jands shall be sold otherwise than -a

publie sale. . The princinal of all fund

frising from sales or other disposition
f lands or other property, granted or

forevul we preserved inviolate and un-
diniuashed; and the income actsing
Fom tne iease or sale of said sCi.ug
land suall be Wstricuicu Lo e -
lerent townsiups LUroughule Lue Siate,
In Proportion w0 the na..ver 0i Scevie
RIS 10 eacn Lo WHBLLY, Lulowel LDe dged
of five and (weiiy-vue Years; and snail
be faitnrully applicy o tne specino
uvbjects or (ne uriginal Srauts or ap-
propriations. BSuitavie luws shail be
enacted by the legiswmture tor the safe
Investment ui the principul of all funds
which have heretoivre arisen or which
may hereufter arise from the sale or
other dispousition of such lands, er the
Income from such lands aceruing In
any ‘way before the sale or disposition
thereof in interest-bearin bonds of
the United States, or of the State of
Minnesota issued after the year 1860,
or of such other state as the legisla-
ture may by law from time to time di-
rect. All swamp lands now held by
the state, or that may hereafter accrue
to the state, shall be appraised and
#old in the same manner and by the
same officers, and the minimum price

shalf be the same less one-third, as 1{
provided by law for the nppraisemena
and sale of the school lands under the

provisions of title one of chapter
thirty-eight of the General Statutes.
The principal of all funds derived
from sales of swamp lands as afore-
sald shall forever be preserved invio-
late and undiminished. One-half of
the proceeds of said principal shall be
appropriated to the common school
fund of the state; the remalning one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu-
tational and charitable Institutions of
the state in the relative ratio of cost
lo support said institutions.”

The paragraph which it is proposed
to add to sald Section Two reads as
lollows:

“A revolving fund of not over
two hundred fifty thousand dol-
lars ($250,000) may be set apart
from the fund derived from the
sale of school and swamp lands,
to be used in constructing roads,
ditches and fire breaks in, through
and around unsold school and
swamp lands and in clearing such
lands, such fund to be replenished
a8 long as needed from the €n=
hanced value realized from the sale
of such lands so benefited.”

Under Section Two as It now stands
the proceeds of the sale of school and
swamp lands constitute the principal
of a trust fund, the -income of which
I# used for the support of the schools,
tducational and charitable institutions
of the state. Section ¥wo as it now
vtands provides that the principal of
uch fund *“shall forever be preserved
nviolate and undiminished.”

THE EFFECT of ' the proposed
amendment, if adopted, will be to mod-
Ity the provision last gquoted to the
extent of permitting the legislature to
set aside not to exceed $250,000 of the
prineipal of the trust fund as a revoly-
Ing fund to be used for the purposes
stated In the d t d

prop

PROFOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2.

By Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the leglia-
lature proposed for adoption by the
slectors, an amendment of Section Six
(6), of Article Eight (8) of the Con-
Stitution,

Sectlon Six as It now stands reada
as follows:

“Sectlon 6. INVESTMENT OF
BCHOOL FUNDS — The 1!pet‘l:rm.l:uzuﬂ:
school and university fund o
may be Invested in the bonds of any
county, school district, city, town or
village of this state, but no such in-
vestment shall be made until approved
by the board of commissioners desig-
nated by law to regulata the invest-
ment of the permanent school fund and
the permanent university fund of this
etate; nor shall such loan or invest-
ment be made whe% the bonds to be
issued or purchased would make the
entire bonded indebtedness exceed fif-
teen per cent of the assessed valuation
of the taxable real Froperty of the
county, school district, city, town or
village issuing such bonds; nor shall
such loans or indebtedness be made at
& lower rate of interest than three per
cent per annum, nor for a shorter pe-
riod than five years, nor for a longer
period than twenty years, and no
change of the town, school diutrlt:f1
cit{, village or of county lines shal
relleve the real property in such town,
sBchool district, county, village or city
In this state at the time of the issuing
of such bonds from any ligbility for
taxation to pay such bonds.

If the proposgd amendment is adopt-
od it will then read as follows:

“The permanent school and uni-
versity fund of this state may be
invested in the bonds of any coun-
ty, school distriet, city, town or
vlfln.sa of this state, and in first
mortgage loans secured upon im-
proved and cultivated farm lands
of this state. But no such invest-
ment or loan shall be made until
aPproved by the bouard of commis-
sioners designated by law to regu-
late the investment of the perma-
nent school fund and the perma-
nent university fund of this state;
nor shall such loan or investment
be made when the bonds to be is-
sued or purchased would make the
entire bonded indebtedness exceed
16 per cent of the assessed valua-
tion of the taxable property of the
eounty, school district, city, town
or village issulng such bonds: mor
shall any farm loan, or investment
be made when such investment or
loan would exceed 30 per cent of
the actual cash vilue of the farm
land mortgage to secure said in-
vestment: nor shall such invest-
ments or loans be made at a low-
er rate of interest than 3 per cent
f“ annum, nor for a shorter neriod
han flve years, nor for a ionger
period than thirty years, and no
change of the town, school dis-
trict, city, village or of county
lines shall relieve the real prop-
erty In such town, school district,
county, village or city in this state
at the time of issulng of such
bonds from any liabiligy for taxa-
tion to pay such bonds.”

THE PURPOSE of the amendment is
lo authorizse the investment of the per-
manent school and university funds im
*first mortgage loans secured upon im-
proved and cultivated farm lands
where the amount of the loans so se-
ured does mot exceed 30 per cent of
the value of the land mortgaged.

THHE EFFECT of the adoption of the
proposed amendment will be to permit
the legislature to anthorizse the in-
restment of the perm t sehool and
sulversity funds in fnrih mortgages as
hbove wmtated, as well as in the bonds
*f mny county, school district, -city,
town or village of this state. Under
Jection Six as it now reads bonds can-
hot be purchased unless they mature
pt least five and not more than twenty
rears after purchase. If the amend-
ment is adopted, bonds and morigages
may be purchased if they mature mot
less than filve mer more tham thirty
fears after purchase.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8,

By Chapter 381, Laws 1915, the legis-
ture proposed for adoftion by the
lectors, an amendment of Article Nine
8) of the Constitution by adding
hereto a new section, which reads as

owWSs: ‘

“Section 17. - The legislature s
eéreby authorized to provide by
law for the mining and sale of an
l;‘on ore or other minerals whic
the state owns, In its sovereign ca-
pacity, and as trustee for the peo-
Ple of the state, which are situate
under the waters or bed of any
meandered public: l1ake or river,
arnd for that purpose mav provide
or the drainaze of any such lake
or river, or the diversion of.the
waters thereof to s new bed or

this state in each to
-rw. :30‘!#"1.0.!;!1. purposes, m g

[
b rizd o2 o

SN s

this state’

|

vile persuns or vorpurdtions own-
Ing land adjoiming sucu - laxkes
8hall not be aesuroyed or ‘aamaged
Without their couseil, Ullless Cuual-
Peéusativn loelcior Sluail Le Ursl
Paid or secured. ‘I'ne principal of
&4l Iunds arising 1rom Lhe saie of
such irevn ore, or ouuer minerals,
snuil lurever ‘be preserved 1uvio-
lave and undinunisned, but the in-
cume therefromn shall pe used for
the cunsiruction, improveient
and maintenance of the public
roads of the state. The principal
of such funds shall be loaned or
invested in the same manner, by
the sume officers and upon the
same terms as Is, or from time to
time hereafter may be authorized
by the constitution and laws, for
the loaning or investment of the
ermanent school ang university
unds of the state.,”

THE PURPOSE of the proposed
amendment cannot be more elearly
stated than is expressed thereln,

THE EFFECT of the amendment, if
rdopted, would be to confer power om
the legislature to provide by law for
tke mining of iron ore and other min-
irnls, which the state ownws in its sov-
treign capacity nnd situate under the
bed of any meandered public lake or
river, subject to the restriction that
lhe rights of ripurian owners onm any
tuch lake or river, shall not be de-
stroyed or Injured without compensa-
Hion, If the legislature exercises the
power, in case It Is conferred, it could
ulso provide for the drainage or di-
verslon of the waters of the lake or
river wiih reference to which it so
legislates; it could alse prescribe by
whom such minerals could be mined
and the compensation to be paid to the
state therefor. The proceedn’ of the
sale of any such minerals would con-
stitute n fund to be loaned and invent-
el the same as the permanent school
mnd university funds, the Income of
such fund to be used in the construec-
tion, improvement and maintenance of
public roads.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4

By Chapter 382, Laws 1915, the legls-
lature proposed an amendment to Sec-
tion Two (2) of Article Six of the Con-
stitution.

Bald Section 2 now reads as followsi

“Section 2. SUPREME COUR T—
The supreme court shall consist of
ne chief justice and two associate ius-
ices, but the number of associate jus-
tices may be increased to a numben
not exceeding four, by the legislature,
by a two-thirds ‘vote, when it shall be
feemed necessary. It shall have orig-
Inal jurisdiction in such remedial cases
R8s may be prescribed by law and af—
ellate jurisdiction in all cases, both in
AW _and equity, but there shall be no
trial by jury in sald court. It shall
hold one or more terms in each year,
es the legislature mdy direct, at the
peat of government, and the legislature
may provide, by a two-thirds vote,
that one term .in each year shall ba
held in each or an® judicfal district. It
ghall be the duty of such court to ap-
oint a reporter of fts decisions. There
Fhall be chosen, by the qualified elec=
ors of the state, one clerk of the 'su-
rreme court, who shall hold his office
or the term of four years, and until
his successor is duly elected and quali-
fled; and the judges of the supreme
court, or a majority of them, shall have
the power to fill ‘any vacancy in tha
office of clerk of the supreme court
until an election can be regularly had.”

If the proposed amendment is gdopta
ed the mection will then read as fol«
lowna: .

“Section 2. The supreme court
shall consist of one chief justice
and six associate justices.” Five
shall constitute a quorum, and the
concurrence of at least four shall
be necessary to a decision. It
shall have original jurisdiction in
such remedial cases as may be pre-
scribed by law, and appellate juris-
diction in all cases, both in law and
equity, but there shall be no trial
by jury in said court. It shall hold
one or more terms in each year,
a8 the legislature may direct, at
the seat of government, and the
legislature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term In each

ear shall be held in each or any
udicial distriet. It shall be the
dut{ of such court to appoint a re-
porter of its decislons and a clerk
of the supreme court.”

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Su

preme Court as mow constituted con-
sints of a chief justice and four asso-

ciate justices. The clerk of sald court
Is now elected. If the amendment is
adopted, two assoclate justices will be
added to the court and the clerk will
be appointed by the court instead of
being elected by the voters.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. B,

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for adoption by the
electors, an amendment of Section
Eleven (11) of Article Four (4) of the
COnstitution.

Sald section now reads as follows:

“Section 11. APPROVAL OF BILLS
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER—
Every bill which shall have passed the
senate and house of representatives, in
conformity to the rules of each house
and the joint ruleg of the two houses,
ghall, before it bed®mes a law, be pre-
ented to the governor of the state. If
e approves he shgll sign and deposit
It In the office of the secretary of state
for preservation, and notity the house
where it originated of the fact. But
If not, he shall return it with his ob=
ections, to the house In which it shall
ave originated; when such objections
phall be entered at large on the jour-

1 of the same, and the house shall
roceed to reconsgider the bill. If,

fter such reconsideration, two-thirds’

f that house shall n‘prse to pass the
ill, it shall be sent, _oiother with the
pbjections, to the other house, by whic
t shall likewise be reconsidered; an
£ it be l.n?.roud by two-thirds of that
ouse it shall become a law. But In
mll such cases the votes of both houses
phall be determined by yeas and nays,
and the names of the Eerlonu votin
for or against the bill shall be entered
en the journal of each houss respece
tively. If any bill shall not be re-
turned by the governor within thre
ﬂ"" (Sundays excepted) after it shal
ave been presented to him, the sam
hall be a law in llke manaer as i
e had ed it, unless the legislature,
by adjournment within that time, pre-
vents its return; in which case it shall
not be & law. The governor may ap-
prove, sign and file In the office of the
peacretary of state, within three days
fter the adjournment of the legisla-
‘ure. any act passed durini the last
three days of the seasion, and the same
shall become a law. If any bill pre-
pented to the governmor contains sev-
sral items ef appropriation of mone
re may object to one or more of suc
tems, while approving of the other
portion of the bill. In such case, he
phall append to the bill, at the time
of si ng it, a statement of the items
to which he objects, and the appropria-
lon s0 objected to shall not take ef-
ect. If the legislature be in session,
e shall transmit to the house in which
the bill originated a copy. of such state-
ment, and the items objected to shall
be separately reconsidered. If, on re-
consideration, one or more of such
ems be approved by two-thirds of the
embers elected to each house, the
jame shall be a part of the law, not-
withstanding the objections of the gov-
rnor, e provisions of this sec-
on, in relation to bills not approved
the governor, shall anplv in cases
n which he shall withhold his s]:groval
rom any item or items contained in a
111 appropriating money.”

Ith.nml_uﬁmmtmi
so_ihat it alall read as follows:

*Sact@n 1L Rvery bl which.

shall have passed the senate w.d
huuse o4 represcitalives, 1.a cou-
formity 10 tue ruies of eacn huuse
dLd ue Joiul ruied of ne Lwe
Luudes, Bhuul, beLurd 1t beguines a
law, ve presented Lo tne guyeonor
O the siate. he approves he
#nall sign and depusit it in tuae
OLice of Lhe Becretury of state tor
Preservaiion, and notify the house
Wuere 1L originated of the tact.
but 1f not, ne shail return it, with
his objections, 0 the house in
wiich 1t shail have originated;
Wwien such oojections shuali be en-
tered at large on, tne journal of
the same, and the house snail pro-
ceed to reconsider the bill,
after such reconsideration, two-
thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, to-
gether with the objections, to the
other house, by which It shall like-
wise be reconsidered; and if it be
approved by two-thirds of that
house it shall become a law. But
in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by
yeas and nays, and -the names of
the persons voting for or against
the bill shall be entered on the
{ournal of each house respective=-
Y. If any bill shall not be re=
turned by the governor within
three days (Sunflays excepted
after it shall have’ been presente
to him, the same shall be a law in
llke manner as if -he had signed
it, unless the legislature by ad-
Journment within that time, pre-
vent its return; in which case it
shall not be a law. The governor
may approve, sign and flle in the
office of the secretary of state,
within three days after the ad-
journment of the leilslature, any
act passed during the last three
days of the session, and the same
shall become a law. If any bill
presented to the governor contains
Beveral items of appropriation of
money, he may object to one or
more of such items in whole or in
part, while approving of the other
Eortlon of the bill, In such case
e shall append to the bill, at the
time of asigning it, a statement of
the items and parts of items to
which he objects, and the part of
any appropriation so objected to
shall not take effect. If the legis-
lature be in session, he shall traris-
mit to the house in which the bill
originated a copy 'of such state-
ment, and the items objected to in
Whole or in part shall be separate-
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid-
eration, one or more of such items
be approved by two-thirds of the
members elected to each house,
the same shall be a part of the
law, notwithstanding the objec-
. tlons of the governor. All the
l:orovislons of this section, In rela-
ion to bills not approved by the
governor, shall apP g’ in cases in
which he shall withhold his ap-
proval in whole or in part from
au¥ item or itemA contalned in a
bill appropriating ¥noney.”

PURPOSF. AND EFFECT: Under
the Cobsr::; ‘iun '+ It now 1is, the BEOVa

er ; =to any item in an appro-
pr. i+ 'y.but he caanot cut down
the ..

-.appropriated for any spe-
eille purpose. The amendment, if adopt=
ed, will give the govermor power to
red the a t of an app iation
for any given purpose, unless upon
transmittal to the legislature of n
statement of the part of an item of an
appropriation bill' to which he objects,
the fwo houses, each by a two-thirds
vote, approve the item as i1t was origin-
ally passed.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6,

By Chapter 384, Lawa 1915, the legis-
lature proposed an auuxdment of Secs
tion Thirteen (13) of” Article One (1)
of the Constitution.

The section as it mow stands reads
as followm: .

“Section 13, PRIVATE PROPERTY
FOR PUBLIC USE — Private property
shall not be taken, destroyed or dam-
aged for public use, withnut‘;ust coms«
penua;tion therefor first pai or mes
cured.”

If the amendment s adopted the mec-
tion will read as followa:

“Section 13. Private property
shall not be taken, destroyed or
amaged for publlec use, without
Just compensation therefor first
paid or secured, and such privat
proxcrty may be taken, destroye
or damaged for the purpose of pri-
vate as well as public dralnage
upon just compensation therefor
being first paid or secured.”

THE TPURPOSE of the proposed
Aamendment is to permit the taking of
private lands for the purpose of drain-
age purposes where the draim or diteh
will be of no public benefit, but on the
eontrary will only benefit the land or
lands of the person or pWrsons cone
structing the drainage ditch.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. T.

By Chapter 385, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for a ogtlon by the
t(aleetors. an amendment of Sectlon One

of Article Four (4) of the Constl-
tution. ;

Section One as it now stands, reads
as follows: 4

“Section 1. TWO HOUSES — BES-
BIONS — The legislature shall consist
of the senate and house of representa-
tives, which shal] meet biennially at
the seat of government of the state,
&t such time as shall be prescribed by
law, but no session shall exceed- the
term of ninetf legislative days, and no
new bill shall be introduced in either
branch except on the written request
of the governor, during the last twen-
ty days of such session, except the at-
tention of the legislature shall be
called to some important matter of
!anernl interest by a special measage
rom the governor.”

If the amendment is adopted, the
Iuﬂo-wﬂlthumdr- follows:

Sec. 1. TWO “HOUSES—SES-
BIONS. — The Ilegislature nhnli
consist of the senate and house o
representatives, which shall meet
biennially at the seat of govern-
ment of the state, at such time as
shall be prescribed by law, bu} no
session shall exceed the term of
ninety (80) legislative days, and
no bill shall be introduced in either
ranch, except on the written re-
quest of the governor, during the
last twenty days of Such session,
except the attention of the lefll-
lature shall be called to some Im-
portant matter of géneral inter-
est by a special message from the
overnor; but the people reserve

themselves direct power as fol-

'rr% CONSTITUTIONAL INITIA-
.—When at any time prior te
the commencement of any session
of the legislature, there shall have

en fil with the secretary of
state a petition proposing an
amendment to the constitution,
8jgned by two per eentum of the
¢lectors of the state, the secretary
of - state - shall transmit the
same to ‘the legislature not later
than ten (10) days after the com-
mencement of the session. If the _
amendment so proposed be not sub-
mitted to the electors by the legis-
lature at such session, or if it be
#ubmitted in an amended form,
then a further petition or
pltlﬁonl, each signed by eight per
gen-tum of the electors of the state,
led with the mecretary of state
within six months after the ad-
journment of the legislature, the
;xenﬂmont proposed in the first
0

ition, - or one or more amended
rms thereof, shall be submitted
to -the electors for their approval
or rejection at the next general or
ecial state-wide election ocecur-
than ninety days

not less
aﬂ:r the filing of any such fur-

th etition: ny - amendment -
: ro'ro“ l:ﬂ b; mlul.tlv: netit?gn and,
& its ‘or in :

an’ amen

form, submitied to the electors by
tne legisiature or by a further pe-
tition, suuil become a part of the
cunstituuon, if approved by a ma-
jority or the ciectors voting at
Bucn election, or by four-sevenths
Oof ihe eiectors voting on the pro-
Pond amendment; provided, not
ess’ than three-sevenths of the
electors voting at said eiection
voted for the proposed amendment.
This section all be construed as
& means in addition to~ Section 1,
Article 14, of the state constitue
tion, tor amending the same.

. %) STATUTORY INITIATIVEH.

- ernment

* such petit

.

" be based upon t

hen at any time prior to the
commencement of any session of
the le’ﬁislature there shall have
been ed with the secretary of
state, a petition proposing a law,
eigned by two per centum of the
electors of the state, the secretary
of state shall transmit the same
to the legislature not later than
ten (10) days after the commence-
ment of the session. If the law
80 proposed be not passed by the
legislature at such session, or if
it be passed in an amended form,
then upon a further petition or
petitions, each signed by six per
centum of the electors of the state,
filed with the secretary of state
within six- months after the ad-
ioumment of the legislature, the
aw proposed in the first petition
or one or more amended forms
thereof, shall be submitted to the
electors at the next general or spe-
clal state-wide election, occurring
not less than ninety days after the
filing of any such further petition
or petitions, and if approved by a
majority of the electors voting
thereon, provided the vote in favor
of the proposed law be mnot less
than thirty-three per centum of
the total number of votes cast at
such election, the same shall be-
come a law and go into effect
thirty days after such election, and
shall supersede any amended form
of such law which may have been
passed by the legislature. No law
passed by the initlative petition
and ap})roved by the electors shall
be subject to the veto of the gove
ernor, The authority of the people
to enact laws, as provided in this
subdivision, shall extend wnly to
laws authorized by the provisions
of the constitution.

(¢) THE REFERENDUM. — If
within ninety days after the final
adjournment of any session of the
legislature, a referendum petition,
signed by six per centum of the
electors of the state, shall be filed
with the secretary of state against
any law or anr part of a law,
passed by the legislature at such
session, such law, or such part of
& law shall be submitted to the
electors at the next feneral or
special state-wide election, occur-
ring not less than ninety days after
the filling of said petition. If a
majority of the votes cast therson
ke in the negative, provided msuch
negative vote be mot less than
thirty-three per centum of the to-
tal number of votes cast at much
election, such law or such part of
& law shall thereby be repealed.

- Provided, that if a referendum pe= |

tition is signed by fifteen per cen-
tum of the electors of the state,
the law, or part of a law, against
which such J:ettttan is filed shall
be_ suspended pending the refer-
endum vote thereon. Provided the

same shall equal 33 per cent of the

votes at such election.

Any law providing for a tax levy
or appropriating money for the
current expenses of the state gove

or state institutions, apy
act of the legislature submittine
a constitutional amendment or
other question to the electors of
the state, or any emergency law
necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace,
health, or safety, shall go Into ef-
fect immedfately upon its passage
and aporoval by the governor, and
such laws, except emergency laws,
shall not be subject to a referen-
dum vote. All other laws shall.go
into effect ninety days after the
l.dl;lournment of the legislature. A
bill proposing an emergency Yaty
shall contain a preamble briefly
setting forth the facts constitut-
ln% the emergency. A separate
vote shall be taken upon the pre-
amble of such bill by & call of the
eas and nays, and f the preams
le be adopted by a two-thirds vote
of all the members of each house,
it shall be an emergency law.

(d) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—
All petitions provided for in this
section shall contain a title indi-
cating the subject and purpose of
the proposed law or constitutional
amendment, or the law, or dpart of
& law to be referred, and if a
ehan[ie is proposed in an existing
constitutional provision or statute,
in addition to referring to the
same, it shall state the general
effect of the proposed change and
also the full text of the proposed
law or amendment to the constitu-
tlon, or of the law or part of a
law, to be referred. Any initia-
tive or referendum petition may be
gsigned In separate parts but each
part shall conform to the provi-
slons hereln contained. All peti-
tions shall be signed and verified
before a person authorized to ad-
minister an oath, and shall be in
such form that a person signing a
¥atltinn thereby states under oath,
he date of his signature, his resi-

dence, that he 18 a qualified elec-

tor, that he has not previously ’
slgned any part of such petition,
and that he has signed the petition

with knowledge of the contents
thereof. To each part of such pe-
tition shall be attached the affi-
davit of the person before whom
the same was signed, which afii-
davit shall contain a statement of
the number  of signers thereon,
that each of the signatures at-
tached to such part was made in
the presence of the affiant, that
to the best of his knowledge and
belief each signature is the gen-

uine signature of the person whose

ame it purports to be, that he be-
I?Iwu the persons who have signed
ron to be electors, that

they signed such petition wi

knowledm:a of the contents thereo
and that ‘each person signed the
ame on the date stated opposite
gl! name. e circulation of the
etition provided for herein, or
rho prohibition of the circulation
thereof, may be regulated by law,

+and in case the circulation of any *
';e&tlon is prohibited by law, the

ercentage of eigners required on

Eny petition p'govidad for in this
section shall be one-half of the
percentage specified in subdivi-
slons a, % and ¢ of this section.

The percentage in any case sha
- ¥ha to a{number o
votes cast for governor at the next
preceding aleczion. All petitions
provided for if this section shall
contaln the signature of not les
than one-half of the designat
ercentage of the electors in not
ren than one-
ties of the stafg. In initiating a
law or constitu#ional m'.lmmamom.i
lectors who have signed the firs
hall be gualified to slgn the seo-
ond petition.

The sufficien of all petitions
shall be decided by tha secretary
of state subject to review by the
court. f the secretary of state
decides that any petitfion is insuf-
ficilent, he shall permit a reason-
able time for making corrections
or for filling additional signatures.
In the event of legal proceedings
in court to prevent giving effect to
any such petition on account of
insufficlency, or any other ground,
the burden of proof shall be nfoll
the person attacking the Potlt on.

0 law or amendment. to the con-
gtitution Initiated and approved b
the electors as hereln provide
eshall be held unconstitutional or
void on account of the Inluﬂqien.:ﬁ

of any initlative petition; nor sh
the repeal of any law submitt
by referendum petition be held in-
valid for such insufficiency. ;

- All initiative Jaws and consti-
tutional amendmengs shall be se
submitted to the electors as to
permit an daffirmative or negative

vote tﬂmn each measure submit-

ted. .conflictinT proposed laws
or conflicting proposed amend-
ments to fhe ‘constitution bé
proved at the same election,
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one recelving the highest number
of affirmative vctes snail pirevail
&8 to conuicting provisivns.

The style of all legislative meas-
ures .ud amendments v the con-
stitution initiated by the people
under this section shall be: “Be
it enacted by the People of the
8tate of Minnesota.”

The provisions of this section
mr be enforced by appropriate
legislation, but until suc legisla-
tlon has been enacted, this section
shall be self executing.

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT ef
this amendment, if adopted, will Lg
three-fold.

(a) 1t will permit the voters to pro«
pose amendments to the state constitu-
tion, for adoption, without action by
the legislature. Under the constitution
as it now stands constitutional amend-
ments can be proposed only by the leg-
Islature,

(b) BSo, too, If adopted, the amend-
ment will permit electors to propose
laws for enactment and if not enncted
by the legislatures, the voters may by
sufiicient petition, require the gquestion
of the ‘enactment of the proposed law
to be submitted to the voters. If ap-
proved by a majority of the electors
voting, thereon, provided the vote im
favor of the proposed law is not less
than thirty-three per cent of the total
mumber of votes cast at such electlion,
the same becomes a law with the same
force and eflfect as though passed by
the legislature. The governor will
bave no power to veto a law so pasnsed,
but the people cannot so pass any law
which is prohibited by the cons
stitution,

(¢) Bo too, if adopted, the nmende.
ment will permit the voters by propes
petition to require a vote on the quens
tion of whether or not any law or pari
thereof, of certaln classes of lnwm,
passed by the legislature shall be re-
pealed. If the petition asking for the
referendum 1is migned by fifteen per
cent of the voters of the state, the num-
ber of whom is to be determined by
the number of votes cast for Governon
at the preceding election, the law =g
referred to the voters will mot take
esffect pending the referendum votq
thereon. The vote required to repeal g
law pagsed by the legislature nnd the
classes of laws which cannot he ae
repealed are mpecified in Subdivision
“C” of the proposed amendment ag

above printed.
|

—— e

II’ROPOSE‘D AMENDMENT NO. 8.

~ By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the legls.
latufe proposed for adoption b thy
electors an amendment of Section 1
Article 8, of the constitution,

The section now reads as follows:

“Section T. PROBATE COURTS—
There shall be established In each or.
ganized county in the state a probate
court, which shall be a court of rec.
ord, and be held at such times and

laces as may be prescribed by law

t shall be held by one judge, whq
shall be elected by the voters of th¢
county for the term of two years. Hq¢
shall be a resident of such county af
the time of his election, and residg
therein during his continuance in of-
fice; and his eomﬁensatlon &hall be
provided by law. e may appoint his
own clerk where none has been elect.
ed; but the legislature may authorizs
the election, by the electors of any
county, of one clerk of register of pro«
bate for such county, whose powera
duties, term of office and compensation
shall be prescribed b{ law. probatq
court shall have jurisdiction over th¢
estates of deceased persons and per-
sons under guardianship, but no other
urisdiction, except as prescribed by

Is constitution.’

The amendment simply proposes t¢
substitute the word “four” for thy
word “two” mo that the sentence pre.
seribing the duratiom of the term of
office will, If the a d t Is adopt:
ed, read as followas:

“It shall be held by one judge,
who shall be elected by the voters
of the county for the term of four
yeara."”

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The

d t, if adop will ke the

term of office of the Judge of Probats
four years instead of two.

ol

MONUMENTAL BUNK.

(From the Louisville News.)

A few “grand old Southern gentle-
men” are agitating the building of a
monument in honor of the old black
Mammies and Uncles of ante-bellum
days. This agitation going on through
the Southern press is full of disgust-
ing sentimentality expressing the high
regard of said gentlemen for said Mam-
mies and Uncles. According to the
truck we read slavery was a great and
noble Institution and both glave and
master were happy and contented with
conditions. No slaves tried or wanted
to escape so delightful a bondage; the
crack of the whip as it brought blood
from some black today regardless of
8ex, the bark of the hound as he chased
human prey, who in a foolish moment
had yielded to the desire for liberty,
the bidding at the auction block when
mother and child were torn asunder

‘|are all fiction according to these kind-

hearted old gentlemen. But because
of the service — the happy service
given by the old Mammy and the old
Uncle they would build & monument to
their memory. And in years to come
Southern white boys and girls—dis-
gusted and angered at the continued
“freshness” of black boys and girls
can look at that monument and remem-
ber “things were not always thus.” -

Why not a monument to the thou-
sands of known and unknown lynched?
Why not a monument to the thou-
sands of Colored Women raped and
seduced in the backwood towns of
Southern States? Why not a monu-
ment at Waco, Texas, where 15,000
men and women cheered the burning
of a black boy? These monuments are
about as necessary and would be as
decorative and beautifying as one to
the old black Mammy and the old
black Uncle.

Answer to Jimcrowists.

(From the Union, Cincinnati, 0.)

The friends of Roy Miller are con-
gratulating him, as he passes to, high
school, the only colored child from
the Hazelwood School, with the high-
est average in the class.

Hazelwood, O.
Prof. Dabney:

Kindly put the above item in your
paper, as we are very proud of it,
especially after the county stuperin-
tendent and somse of our “friends”

tried. to get “a Jim Crow School” out

here last fall. Yours in the fight
‘against-Jim Crow and segregation,
-+ Mrs. ch. W. Allen.

Jimcrowism
and Injustice
Denounced

By National Colored Citizenship
Congress in Session at
Washington, D. C.

DELEGATES FROM 26 STATES

SPECIAL TO THE APPEAL,

(Washington, D. C., Oct. 10, 1916.)

The National Colored Citizenship
Bights Congress which met in Wash-
ington, D. C., closed a two days’ ses-
sion with the adoption of an address
to the country.

Lynching, jimerowism, segregation
and race proscription were denounced
by the two hundred delegates from
all sections of the country.

The congress urged extensive or-
ganization of the colored people to re-
sist discriminations based on color.
It approved the work of the National
Equal Rights League along this line,

At Wednesday night’s mass meeting
addresses were made by Wm. Monroe
Trotter, presiding, Rev. B. Gunner,
N. Y., Thos. Walker, D. C., president
of local branch and Rey, W. C.
Brown, the pastor.

On Thursday the Congress went in-
to permanent organization with Rev,
M. F. Sydes, pres.; Rev. C. H. Step-
teau, D. C., vice pres.; T. Walker,
D. C,, treasurer; J. E. Churchman, N,
J., recording secretary; Wm. Warley,
Ky., corresponding secretary: Elbert
W. Powell, Cal., sergeant at arms;
Rev. R. S. Johnson, Va., chaplain.

The Congress recommended to the
Equal Rights League consideration of
further getting-together of race or-
ganization and endorsed the prinei-
ples of the League. It also adopted
a ringing address to the country,

The address says in part:

“For many years after the close of
the civil war Deonage was practiced
in the South, which has never become
thoroughly reconciled to equality of
citizenship. Separation of colored
passengers from all other racial ele-
ments on common carriers, proscrip-
tive legislation, residential segrega-
tion, lynching of thousands of colored
men and even women, charged with
offences never proven in the courts
of justice, has become almost a na-
tional disease.

“The race has greatly multiplied in
numbers and in usefulness. It has re-
duced its illiteracy to a very low per-
centage. Wherever the door of op-
portunity has been opened it has dem-
onstrated its ability to meet the most
exacting requirements of our civiliza-
tion. We seek nothing but justice and
that equality of rights and that equal
opportunity which are denied to none
of the other groups in this country.

“We denounce the segregation of
colored employes in the Civil Service
of the Federal government as un-
American, unjust and wicked, shame-
ful and disgraceful abuse of power.

“We denounce the spirit of those
so-called representatives of the peo-
ple in the halls of Congress, who are
constantly seeking to de-citizenize the
race by the introduction of reactionary
legislation which belong to the past
age and which the great body of Amer-
ican people have outgrown.”

It was signed by M. W. Spencer,
Del.; Rev. J. H. Eason, Pa.; Rev. J. E.
Wood, Ky.; W. M. Trotter, Mass.; J.
H. Murphy, Md.; Rev. R. C. Ransom,
N. J.; Rev. W. S. Gay, Conn.: Mrs,
Robt. Goggins, Mich.; E. W. Powell,
Cal.; Mrs. 8. L. Adams, Ill.; Rev. M.
F. Sydes, R. L.; E. D. Williston, N. C.:
Rev. B.-Gunner, N. Y.

Ninth Annual Meeting of the Equal
Rights League.

The Congress merged into the 9th
annual meeting of the National Equal
Rights League on Friday with Rev.
Byron Gunner in the chair. The morn-
ing session was opened with prayer
by Bishop G. L. Blackell 'of Pennsyl-
vania. One hundred and eighty dele-
gates were enrolled from 26 states.

In the afternoon the various com-
mittees brought in strong reports
which were adopted.

Reduction of representation in Con-
gress, a law by Congress making
Iynching a federal crime, a committee
to wait upon Congress, drastic oppo-
sition to all sorts of race segregation
in institutions as well as public car-
riers and domiciles and organization
of the race by colored leaders were
among the measures favored.

Condemn Wilson, Favor Hughes.

A strong address to the country was
adopted scoring Wilson for.his race
segregation and favoring Hughes as
the means by which to put Wilson
out. The address contained the fol-
lowing: Owing to the alarming spread
of Jim-crowism we declare an oppo-
sition to the whole policy of race
separation in public and semi-public
institutions, in places open to the pub-
lic as undemocratic and un-American,
a denial of equality of rights and des-
tined to make the colored people social
and civic outcasts. :

These officers were elected: Presi-
dent, Byron Gunner, D. D., New York:
vice presidents, Rev. Revérdy, Ran-
som, N. J.,, Wm. D. Brigham, Mass.,
Rev. Harvey Johmson, D. D, Md,,
Rev. C. H. Stepteau, D. D, D. C.; Rey.
Marion F. Sydes, D. D,, R. I, Rev. W.
Spencer Carpenter, Pa., Mrs. S. L.
Adams, Ill., Rev. John Barnett, Va.,
Bishop J. N. Ross, Rev. W. C. Brown,
D. C.; recording secretary, James L.
Neill, D. C.; assistant recording sec-
retary, Wm. Warley, Ky.; correspond-
ing secretary, W. Monroe Trotter,
Mass.; assistant corresponding secre-
tary, Maurice W. Spencer, Del.;
treasurer, Thomas Walker, D. C.;
financial secretary, Dr. W. A. Sinclair,
Penn.; assistant financial secretary,
A. Fitzholan Wallace, D. C.; chap-
lain, Rev. Oscar F. Denniston, Mass.;
national organizer, Rev. James BE.
Churchman, N. J.; assistant national
organizer; Rev. Arthur Randall, Md.,
and an executivée committee, M. W.
Spencer, chairman. = - 3 :




