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COMMtNTS ON PRESIDENTS 
SPEECHES. 

JKiB ^ 

President Harding and Social Equality 
(From The Nation, New York.) 

Find fault with the President after 
he has gone straight into Southern 
territory and come out plump for the 
colored man's political and economic 
rights, and the necessity of giving 
him an education equal to the white 
man's? 

Why then cavil at any single phrase 
of the President? Why not overlook 
his one unfortunate utterance in or
der to bestow upon him unqualified 
praise? Because that one reference 
to social equality—"men of both 
races may well stand uncompromis
ingly against every suggestion of so- J 

cial equality"—fell like a lash upon ] 
every thoughtful colored man and off
set much of the good Mr. Harding 
did. Even in far-off Buenos Aires it 
called forth protests; the national Ar
gentine Socialist convention at once 
interpreted Mr. Harding as meaning 
that the condition of "the ten millions 
of colored population in the great re
public will be eternally one of infe
riority and subordination," and em
phatically protested against it. True, 
the phrase quoted sweetened the rest 
of the dose for the South and saved 
the President from endless coarse 
abuse and fanatical denunciation as a 
"nigger lover" and from the charge 
of ^insulting the South." Yet it 
would have been far better had he 
never uttered it, for by it he played 
into the hands of all who justify any 
discrimination against the colored 
man. 

At least he should have defined just 
what he meant by social equality. If 
he had in mind intermarriage only, he 
should, in justice to himself and to 
the colored man, have said so. Unfor
tunately the phrase covers a multi
tude of sins. It is the excuse for end
less aggression and wrongdoing by 
the "superior race." In the final 
analysis in the South social equality 
invariably whittles down to the rela
tions of black men with white women 
and in order to prevent them multi
tudes of our white Americans in the 
South honestly think themselves jus
tified in resorting to any measures 
down to torture and burning. So cer
tain are they that this must not be 
tolerated that they seek to prevent 
any approach to it by even forbidding 
colored people the use of public libra
ries, to say nothing of public car
riers. Hardly an hour goes by in the 
life of a black adult without there 
being driven in upon his conscious
ness a realization that in a republic 
which hypocritically boasts of the 
freedom of all its citizens and their 
equality of opportunity he bears upon 
his brow the badge of shame and of 
deliberately classified inferiority. 

So President Harding ought to have 
informed us whether he meant by his 
words on social equality to approve 
of the jimcrow car, the denial of all 
cultural opportunities in theaters, in 
concert and lecture halls to colored 
people, and the unending discrimina 
tion against them in restaurants anc7 

hoteh and in practically every walk 
of life. He has not even stated that 
he is opposed to that precious bit of 
Wilson wrongdoing, the segregation 
of the colored man in the departments 
at Washington. Until Mr. Hardin? 
does speak out on these questions 
which mean more to the colored man 
than anything else, which daily bend 
his back, scarify his soul, and make 
every educated colored mother look 
upon her children and ask whether 
she can justify to them their beinsr 
called into existence, he cannot have 
thought through the problem nor can 
he render the full service which we 
believe he desires to render, which 
we honor him for seeking to render 

Without in the least urging inter-
mariiage we must protest against the 
President's propaganda of "funda
mental, eternal, and inescapable race 
differences." We have no quarrel 
whatever with those of either race 
who ur°<» what thev call racial purity. 
But the true method of control in 
this matter is by a sound social pub
lic opinion and not by laws, nor by 
the branding iron, nor that slow fire 
which in the Middle Ages was relied 
upon to prevent the spread of Pro
testantism. These measures are as 
ineffective as they are cruel and de
basing. 

The laws against intermarriage in 
the South are the most effective pro
moters of immorality and of con
cubinage and they place the black 
woman at the mercy of the white man 
without redress. As a matter of fact, 
statistics prove that where marriage 
is permitted the amount of it is neg
ligible. We may rest assured that if 
racial intermarriage is socially un
wise and racially destructive, nature 
herself will take a hand and control it 
without men's having to resort to 
crime to check it. But in the last 
analysis anyone who believes in in
dividual freedom and liberty must be-
lievp in the right of every sound in
dividual to seek his mate where he 
will and if necessary to pay the price' 
for his deed in social ostracism to 
vhich there is no need of adding legal 
penalties. Once more we repeat that 
if racial admixture is not prevented 
by the instinctive disinclination of the 
races, it will not effectually be pre
vented by denying to one of them the 
ordinary courtesies which individuals 
earn by their conduct or deserve by 
their essential humanity. 

What Mr. Harding has yet to see 
is that if the colored man obtains the 
economic freedom, the political free
dom, and the boon of education which 
he craves for him this whole question 
of race relationship will at once ad
just itself on a far nobler a*nd better 
basis; that as long as the question of 
social equality is made the excuse for 
abuse, ill treatment, and the denial of 

rf rights sacredly guaranteed by the 
•Jr Constitution it works infinite harm 
v to the whites who thus make of their 
C republic an hypocrisy and defile their 
g& own souls by sponsoring injustice and 

wrong. There is something sadly 
wrong with a racial integrity which 
must be -preserved in that manner. 

- Moreover, if there are "fundamental, 
eternal, and inescapable race differ
ences" they will take care of the sit-

<- uation themselves. But whether they 
do or not, no President is true to 
America who does not insist that 
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race. There are no social barriers 
whatever in Brazil and it is a com
plete refutation of the idea that there 
must be social bare between the men 
and women who are citizens of a 
country. 

Color differentiation means the as
cendency of one caste and the degra
dation of the other. Social equality 
does not necessarily mean amalgama
tion. That should be a matter for 
individuals to determine. During the 
coming disarmament parley, the Japa
nese will be treated with the greatest 
social consideration. They will be 
wined and dined and received at every 
social function, meeting people who in 
their hearts hold hatred toward them, 
and in spite of all the social mingling 
it is safe to say that not a single 
marriage will result. 

In a democracy like ours, all men, 
whether they are black or white, red, 
yellow or brown, should meet in all 
human relationships without racial 
differentiations-
CANS. 

-simply as AMERI-

Condemns President's Conception of 
American Citizenship. 

(From the Afro-American, Baltimore) 
President Harding's Birmingham 

speech is being criticised by colored 
people because it promises the col
ored race too little and by the white 
people because it promises too much. t 

The ten thousand colored people 
who listened to the President apneal 
for political and educational equal
ity for them, cheered because they 
know that their own state disfran
chises them by the thousands and 
robs them of millions of dollars of 
school funds. His twenty thousand 
white hearers were correspondingly 
silent. 

On the other hand President Hard
ing subscribed to the white South's 
view of "social equality," which 
means intermarriage laws, jimcrow 
street cars and railways, no political 
offices for colored people and discrim
ination at every point of contact be
tween the two races. Carried out to 
its logical conclusion the President 
would sanction a separate school for 
the hundred colored families in Ban
gor Me., separate cars for the Boston 
subways and a disruption of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

It comes with poor grace from a 
President of the United States to 
thunder "Race amalgamation, there 
cannot be" and close his eyes to mil
lions of mulattoes in this country who 
represent the lust of the white race. 
We ardently believe with the Presi
dent that colored people should di
vide their votes, but we should have 
preferred to hear him say so before 
his election rather than after it. 

The Afro-American admires the 
President's courage, believes in his 
sincerity, but condemns his concep
tion of American citizenship, his igno
rance of the history of civilization 
and his bad taste 

Complete Surrender to Lily-White. 
(From the Independent, Atlanta, Ga.) 

"I will not appoint any colored men 
to office in the South. Sink or swim, 
survive or perish, live or die, I shall 
stand by this position." 

Is that in keeping with his great 
utterances of political equality at 
Birmingham? On the contrary does 
it not contradict that policy? 

The President has made a complete 
surrender to the lily-whites who have 
moved heaven and earth to eliminate 
the Negro from party councils. He 
has placed the leadership in the hands 
of such men as Bascom Slemp of Vir
ginia. Colored men were driven out 
of the Republican convention by or
der of Slemp. On July 26, C. B. Mil
ler, Joe Keeling and Houston were 
delegated to come to Georgia and re
move the regular Republican state 
central committee and put a new com
mittee in charge because the Presi
dent said there must be white leader
ship without regard to regularity, 
and the rules of the party. 

We again ask, does this comport 
with the President's demand for po
litical equality as advocated at Bir
mingham? We submit this to the 
deliberate judgment of mankind and 
ask a verdict. 

every American citizen shall have the 
freest social opportunity without bar
riers of class or race or color, and 
political freedom as well. 

The President in the South. 
(Editorial reprinted from THE AP

PEAL, St. Paul, Minn.) 
President Harding recently made 

two speeches in the South, one at 
Birmingham, Ala.; the other a t - A t 
lanta, Ga., on the race question, in 
which he displayed a remarkable lack 
of information on the subject evi
dently due to the fact that he had 
studied only one side of the question. 

Of course Mr. Harding is right, 
when he says that the colored man 
should have political, educational and 
economic rights, but he is wrong 
when he says that he is not entitled 
to every right to which every other 
group of Americans is entitled. The 
president has no right to say that 
one-eighth of the population of the 
United States must be differentiated 
in any way from the other seven-
eighths. 

In his special message to the Con
gress which met March 4, Mr. Hard
ing said that he looked with favor on 
the idea of the appointment of-an in
ter-racial commission to study racial 
conditions in the United States. 
There was no need for haste in an
nouncing his view on a question which 
could not have been studied properly 
in the short time since he, in June, 
1921, announced his intention to do, 
owing to his many and pressing offi
cial duties,- and i t ' seems tha t the 

President has taken advantage of an 
opportunity and thrust his views upon 
the public ear, for the purpose of cre
ating a sentiment in favor of his ideas 
on the subject, which were evidently 
obtained from individuals and books* 
favorable-to the, South but inimical to 
the real interests of the colored peo
ple. 

The President erroneously con
founds "social equality" with amalga
mation. He says that amalgamation 
cannot be, but it exists, it has always 
existed and always will exist. The 
combined efforts of the law and pub
lic opinion have failed to prevent the 
mixing of the races. Throughout the 
ages there has been so much racial 
mixing that today the scientists and 
ethnologists agree that there is no, 
such thing as a pure race. In no 
other country on the globe has there 
been more racial mixing~~than in the' 
United States which is the melting 
pot of the world. The majority^ of 
the people of the United States are 
mixtures of various races and the 
greater part of this majority is-com
posed of people with more or less 
Negro blood. The racial mixing in 
the South is almost wholly illegitimate 
as the laws make marriage between 
the races a crime. \~ •?* JT* 

Now as to social equality, tha t ^ex-
ists JR. some part of the United 
States and it is only in those parts 
of the country which have more or 
less of social equality that the colored 
people have any rights which the 
white people respect. The very words, 
"social equality" imply tha^ all rights 
are secure". In the Sooth there is 

The contempt for the colored man is 
largely due to his inferior social 
status, which extends through all hu
man relationships in that benighted 
section of the country. Even a t the 
speech of the President the colored 
people were segregated and the dis
patches say, "In the white section 
there was a sileence which was abso
lute and -stony, only one light flutter 
of applause came when the President 
said, "The Negro should be encour
aged to be the best possible Negro 
and not the best possible imitation of 
the white man." This seemed to 
please a few of the whites who evi
dently visioned a "good Negro" of 
slavery days, who hat in hand bowed 
low when "ole massa" approached. 

The South has a queer idea of so
cial equality. In the North "social 
equality" in its narrow sense, inti
mate social mingling in private house 
-parties, dances, pink teas, etc. In 
the South the idea is distorted so that 
it includes civic rights, hence the jim
crow car, the jimcrow school, the 
jimcrow library, the jimcrow park, the 
jimcrow telephone booth and so on ad 
nauseam. 

When Harding was a candidate for 
President, THE APPEAL doubted 
that he would give colored people a 
square deal and was not disposed to 
support him but we were reassured 
by letters signed by Chairman Hays 
and Secretary Miller and many lead
ing Republicans, as well a s the jim
crow campaign bureau that he would 
be just to his allies. Also Editor Wil
liam Monroe Trotter said that he had 
had a personal interview with the 

President and he had promised to aid 
in eliminating segregation. Then 
came a speech to a number of colored 
delegations from the Harding front 
porch, which began with, "Fellow 
Americans" and ended with, "Colored 
men, America will not fail you." 
These assurances caused THE AP
PEAL to give candidate Harding 
enthusiastic support. Our support, 
probably, had little to do with the 
victory, but is mentioned to show that 
this paper was not prejudiced against 
him. 

Soon after the President assumed 
his duties it was noticed that he 
seemed to forget his promises. Se
gregation in the departments at 
Washington was continued, three or 
four jimcrow colored men were ap
pointed to jimcrow government posi
tions. Colored youth were segregated 
in the army training camps and col
ored men were not allowed to enlist 
in the navy. In every way the Hard
ing administration has stood for the 
segregation of colored citizens and it 
is sad to relate that some jimcrow 
men accept this jimcrow settlement 
of matters. 

THE APPEAL does not believe, as 
Mr. Harding puts it, tha t there is a 
"fundamental, eternal and unescap-
able difference between the races." 
To do so would be to challenge God 
and Christianity. I t is a distinct de
parture from the ideals of the found
ers of the Republic who declared that 
"all men are created equal and en
dowed by their Creator with certain 
inalienabje rights, among them life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 

After his argument in favor of a 
distinct place for the black and col
ored people, Mr. Harding tells us that 
the "one thing we must most sedu- ., _. , . _ JLJL. _ 
lously avoid is the development of l | h e Federal Consttiution, nor against 
group and class organizations in this lynching or the roasting of human be-

President Harding Runs True to Form. 
(From the Philadelphia American.) 
President Harding, in his address at 

the semi-centennial in Birmingham, 
Ala., on Wednesday last, nobly sus
tained his unenviable reputation as a 
discreet follower of sectional senti
ment. When he addressed an audi
ence in Ohio some time ago, he in
sisted that the colored citizen should 
be given the equal protection of the 
law in the exercise of his rights as 
such. In Alabama, he claimed that 
there could and should be no such 
thing as social equality between the 
races. Not one word is he reported 
as uttering in favor of equal protec
tion of the law, the enforcement of 

country." He argued against the very 
thing which he has previously argued 
for. There are just as many differ
ences between the individuals of any 
one race as their are between the peo
ple of any number of races. The 
idea of race differentiation' in any 
form in the law, in the functions of 
the government, and in public asso
ciation is contrary to a just concept 
of a democracy in which all men are 
presumed to be equal, and is repug
nant to the highest ideals of the 
Christian's God, who is declared to 
have made of one blood all nations 
of men. If Mr. Harding is right, 
God is wrong. 

If Mr. Harding had had the time 
to study the question and he had 
studied it with an open mind he would 
have found that in France, Spain and 
Portugal, there have never been any 
racial hatreds founded on the color of 
the skin and the same is true of South 
and Central America. In these coun
tries, unhampered by class and color 
distinctions colored men have risen to 
the highest places inr every branch of 
human endeavor. There are more 
full-blooded Negroes in Brazil than 
in the United States; and, counting 
the mixed-blood population of black, 
Indian and white, and the pure whites, 
the population totals over 30,000,000 
who live together in perfect harmony, 
without any public differentiation of j worth the effort. 

ings at the stake. He did not even 
ask the moral support of his audi
tors for the passage of the anti-
lynching bill now before Congress 
About all of these important things, 
he was absolutely silent—and why? 
The President knew that such matters 
as enforcing the law against murder, 
mob violence, peonage and the right 
of -suffrage were unpopular subjects 
to discuss in the South; hence, he 
journeyed all the way to Birmingham, 
Ala., to tell the folks down there that 
social equality between the races were 
impossible. Good news and glad tid
ings, we fancy, peace on earth and 
good will to all white men in the 
South. The President's mental ba
rometer is unerring in pussyfooting 
on the race question. We do not 
agree with the President that our 
ideal should be the best possible black 
man, nor the best possible white man, 
nor an imitation of such; but rather 
the best possible man stripped of both 
qualifications. If the President had 
'discussed the race question from the 
standpoint of equality before the law, 
the equal protection of the law, equal 
civil and political rights and one 
standard of citizenship to be support
ed and maintained byr^ the law 
throughout the nation, he*would have 
delivered a message to the people of 
the country and those of Alabama in 
particular, that would have been well 

o 
(D 

ST 

< 
CD 

Q 
CO. 


