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THIRTY MILLION people crossed the 
Brooklyn (N. Y ) bridge during 1887 
and not an accident happened.,., _ ., 

SOUTH CAROLINA has only two legs 
in the United States Senate—Butler 
has one and Hampton the other. 

LOBO CHIEF-JUSTICE COLERIDGE, of 
England, swallowed a lozenge, and 
came near choking to death while on 
the bench the other day. 

WALT WHITMAN'S health is said to 
be better than since he was struck 
with paralysis fifteen years ago. He 
is a mellow old bachelor of seventy 
years. 

OYEK one hundred accredited news
paper correspondents and reporters 
will be admitted to the reporters* gal
leries of the Senate and House this 
winter. 

IT is stated that the large English 
estate of the Earl of Buckingham
shire, consisting of five thousand 
acres, has been bought by Mr. Van-
derbilt 

MRS. SUSAN MEAHS, Mrs. Almira 
Holmes and Mrs. Israel Andrews, 
triplets, celebrated the fiftieth an
niversary of their birth recently in 
Essex, Mass. 

THERE is a famine of pennies all 
over the country, and the Philadelphia 
mint is trying to supply the demand 
by making from |5,000 to $7,000 worth 
of them every day. 

SENATOR LELAND STANFORD pre
sented each Senate page with a five 
dollar bill as a Christmas present, and 
the boys are ready to support the Cali
fornia Senator for any office. 

THE big trees of California have 
several rivals on the west coast of 
Australia. The tallest of the California 
tree is 325 feet, but a tree in Australia 
measures 500 feet to the top. 

MR. GEORGE W. CHILDS, of Phila
delphia, gave about $10,000 in Christ
mas presents to his employes in sums 
ranging from $10 to $1,000. In addi
tion he gave presents to many friends 
and dependents. 

THIS remark upon Jenny Lind ap
pears in an English paper: "If ever an 
angel leaning over the crystal battle
ments happened to let a voice slip out 
of her p o s s e s s i o n i t fe l l u p o n the cradle 
Of J e n n y L i n d . " 

SAMUEL SPENCER, who has just been 
made president of the Baltimore & 
Ohio railroad at a salary of $25,000 a 
year, was a rodman earning a scant 
salary only a few years ago. He is 
not yet forty years old. 

A SLEEPER and coach escaped from 
the trainmen while being transferred 
to the Leadville train at Como, Col., 
the other day and dashed down a steep 
grade for two miles at a fifty-mile 
rate before jumping the track. The 
solitary passenger on board wrapped 
himself up in pillows and came out of 
the wreck smiling and unhurt 

THE old Senate House of historic re
nown, at Kingston, N. Y., has been 
restored and now stands as it did in 
former days. The walls of the build
ing are over two hundred years old, 
and were erected by Colonel Wessel 
Ten Broeck in 1676. It was in this 
building that John Jay, in 1777, drew 
the draft of the constitution of the 
State of New York. 

WILLIAM HEED, the eccentric Pitts-
burgher, who amassed a fortune of 
$250,000 by locating oil wells with a 
divining rod, and who was drowned 
off the New Jersey coast last summer, 
left a will in which he gives one-third 
of his money to support young men 
studying for the ministry, one-third to 
aid struggling churches, and one-third 
to the Presbyterian Board of Missions 

THE great timber raft which broke 
loose recently while being towed from 
Nova Scotia to New York is no longer 
a menace to navigation. Its shattered 
remnants were found nearly three hun
dred miles out at sea, the pieces being 
strewn over a stretch of water about 
six hundred square miles in extent. 
The loss of the raft means the loss of 
several hundred thousand dollars in 
cash. 

THE Presidency of France is a pretty 
good thing even if the incumbent hangs 
on for only a month or two. He gets 
$25,000 a month, is lodged rent free in 
the Elysee, has all the vegetables and 
fruits for his table from the country 
kitchen gardens and green-houses, flow
ers for his fetes from city conservatories 
and a retinue of men, servants whose 
liveries, board and wages he does not 
find. The State furnishes and washes 
all of his house linen, allows him three 
carriages and horses, and gives him 
boxes in the theaters and game pre
serves. 

IT has been ascertained that there 
are at least 100,000 persons idle in 
New York City at present, and that, 
notwithstanding the seeming general 
prosperity, starvation menaces many 
persons who want work but can not 
get it. The employment agencies are 
full of persons looking for work, for 
whom nothing can be got These are 
slack times in most uf the trades, all 
men who work on buildings being 
laid off. Of the 100,000 persons idle 
the superintendent of the Working-
women's Protective Union says 20,000 
are women. 

Epitome of 4he Week 
INTERESTING N E W S COMPILATION. 

FROM WASHINGTON. 
T H E losses to the iron works of the coun

try by fire during the year 1887 are esti
mated at $4 ,381 ,000 , against $ 3 , 4 1 7 , 5 0 0 
In 1886. 

ON the 2 9 t h Commissioner Carroll D. 
Wright submitted to the Secretary of the 
Interior the third annual report of the 
Bureau of Labor, which relates entirely to 
strikes and lock-outs for the six years ended 
December 31 , 1886. During that period 
there were 3 ,903 strikes, involving 1,318,-
6 2 4 employes, and 1,047 of the strikes 
were successful The total loss to employ
ers was $34 ,164 ,914 , and to employes, 
$59 ,948 ,882 . In 1887, the report says, 
there were, according to the best informa
tion obtainable, 8 5 3 strikes. 

NEARLY thirteen thousand miles of new 
railway track were laid in the United States 
during 1887, surpassing the record of all 
preceding yeara 

DUBING the past year the business failures 
show a decrease of 2 0 0 in number, but an 
increase of $ 5 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 in liabilities, as 
follows: 1887, number 9,634, liabilities 
$167 ,560 ,944 , average $ 1 7 , 3 9 2 ; 1886, 
number 9.834, liabilities $ 1 1 4 , 6 4 4 , 1 1 9 , 
average $11 ,651 . 

THEBK were 6 .557 lives lost in 1887 upon 
the ocean and 2 3 5 upon the lakes and riv
ers, a total of 6 ,792, as compared with 
2 ,749 in 1886; 1,812 by railroads, 2 ,610 by 
d sasters m the New World and 178 ,950 in 
the Old World, i n c l u d n g pestilence and 
battle, making in all 199 ,164 , as compared 
wi th 122 ,791 m 1886. 

A T twenty-six leading clearing-houses in 
the United States the exchanges during the 
week ended on the 31st ult. aggregated 
$770 ,560 ,479 , against $ 8 7 6 , 7 0 8 , 3 2 0 the 
previous week. As compared with the corre
sponding week of 1886 the decrease 
amounted 4.6 per c e n t 

T H E Treasury receipts for December were 
$ 2 9 , 3 2 5 , 2 8 5 and the expenditures $ 1 0 , -
4 0 0 , 6 8 2 

I N the United States the entire fire losses 
during 1887 were about $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 
against about $ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 the previous 
year. 

T H E deaths of forty-five ex-members of 
Congress, forty-nine journalists and fifty-
seven centenarians were recorded in 1887. 

T H E S E were 1,387 suicides in the United 
States in 1887, and 7 9 persons were legally 
hanged and 123 were lynched. 

THE public debt statement for December 
is as follows: Total debt (including inter
est) $ 1 , 6 9 1 , 3 6 0 , 7 0 5 ; leas cash items avail
able for reduction of debt and reserve bills 
for redemption of United States notes 
($395,919,424). $ 1 , 2 9 5 , 4 4 1 , 2 8 1 ; cash in 
treasury, $ 6 9 , 8 4 2 , 8 7 9 ; debt, less amount in 
treasury, $1 ,225 ,398 ,402 . Decrease during 
December, $14 ,584 ,650 . Decrease since 
June 30, 1887, $53 ,830 ,335 . 

DUBING December the coinage of the mints 
was $5 ,762 ,675 , of which $2 ,785 ,200 were 
standard silver dollars. 

ON the 3d the visible supply of wheat in 
the country was 44 ,421 ,130 bushels; an in
crease of 173 ,490 bushela The corn sup
ply was 6 ,025 ,258 bushels; an increase of 
265 ,851 bushela 

VETEBANS of the war of 1 8 1 2 now number 
1,069, while widows of veterans survive to 
the number of 11,831. 

CAITAIN ISAAC BASSETT, the ven
erable door-keeper of the Senate, cele
brated recently the fifty-sixth anni
versary of his official service. Captain 
Bassett has for many years been a con
spicuous figure in the Senate, his long, 
white beard and locks of snow giving 
him a striking resemblance to the 
pictures of Father Time. He was origi
nally appointed through the influence 
of Daniel Webster as a page in the 
Senate, being then only twelve years 
of age, and has since been continuous
ly about the chamber, performing his 
duties with great faithfulness. r%*^3 
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THE EAST. 
ON the New England coast a terrific gale 

was raging on the 30th u l t , and many ves
sels had been wrecked, but no lives lost. 

A DOCUMENT was circulated in New York 
on the 30 th u l t advocating the use by work
ing-men of the bomb, the torch and the 
bullet, the closing sentence being "Brothers, 
remember Chicago and your oath." 

A TBAiN went through a trestle en the 
30th ult. near S t Petersburg, P a , the cars 
falling thirty f ee t Six persons were seri
ously injured and the wreck was destroyed 
by fire. 

NEAB Great Bend, P a , a passenger train 
jumped the track the other day and rolled 
down the bank, sixteen of the passengers 
being injured 

THE other day five persons were killed 
and sixteen injured by an accident on the 
Pennsylvania & Ohio railroad near Mead-
ville, P a 

EX-GOVEBNOB JOEL PABKEB, New Jersey's 
war Governor, died in Philadelphia on the 
1st, aged seventy yeara 

Mas. CUTE, of Johnstown, the oldest wom
an in Pennsylvania, died on the 1st at the 
age of 108 years. 

GLASS factories in the East closed their 
doors a few days ago because their em
ployes insisted upon dictating to them. 

SIXTY-EIGHT collieries are controlled by 
the Reading Company in the Schuylkill 
(Pa) region, and sixty-two of these were 
deserted on the 3d, the twenty-five thou
sand miners going on a strike. Nearly thir
ty thousand men have already been on a 
Btrike in the Lehigh region for over three 
montha General Master-Workman Pow-
derly advised that no strike take place, and 
telegraphed to Beading that he considered 
it inadvisable. 

EX-MATOB CBAMEB, of Hackettstown, N. 
J., who recently fled after defrauding sev
eral business men, was betrothed to no less 
than fifteen women, every one of whom he 
swindled out of money. 

THE Legislature of New York convened at 
Albany on the 3d. Fremont Cole was 
elected Speaker of the House and Henry R 
Low President of the Senate. 

I N a drunken row between thirty Poles at 
Wilkesbarre, Pa,, on the 3d three men were 
iatally injured and all were more or less 
seriously wounded 

W E S T AND SOUTH. 
FOB fcjumpmg" a claim John Jennings, a 

former flour merchant of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
was lynched by miners in the Black Hills 
on the 29th. 

AT Jefferson City on the 29th Lieutenant-
Governor Albert P. Morehouse was sworn 
m as Governor of Missouri to finish the un
expired term of the late Governor Marma-
duka 

ELISHA MUSDEN, of Lexington, Ky., while 
going to Saluda with a team drove over a 
cliff 180 feet m height on the 29th and es
caped uninjured. 

NEAB Austin, T e x , for the first t ime in the 
history of that section, a man froze to death 
on the 29th. 

ON the 30th u l t Laura Webster, aged 
eighteen, of San Francisco, had been asleep 
for seventy daya Her physicians adminis
tered liquid food to her through a tu le . 

THE Legislature of Kentucky convened on 
the 3 0 . h u l t at Frankfort. 

A FAMILY named Kelly, accused of horri
ble murders at Oak Creek, Kan., were 
captured recently in Texas and killed. The 
son was hung and the mother and daughter 
shot while the posse WSB endeavoring to 
capture them. The old man escaped. 

T H E following exections took place on 
the 30 th u l t : William Fmchum, at Har
risonburg, Va., for the murder of his brother; 
Gus Edmunson, at Somerville, A la , for 
killing his wife; Albert Peters, at Marianna 
Ark., for the murder of William Johnson, 
and John Strickland, at Conway, S. C , for 
killing his mother. 

A N election to till tha place of Seth Mof-
lat, the late Congressman from the Eleventh 
Michigan district, has been ordered for 
February 14. 

THE other day Wdliam Herring, who 
killed his wife and her paramour at S t 
Francis, Ark., was lynched. 

I N a quarrel on the 30th u l t in a justice's 
court at Sumter, S. G, Judge Haynesworth 
was shot dead and two other men were fa
tally wounded. 

CITIZENS of the town of Harksville, I n d , 
on the Ohio river are preparing to eleot 
delegates to Congresa They will demand 
admission as a Territory under the old Vir
ginia charter, which i t is claimed is still in 
force. 

T H E sloop Lizzie Ella was lost a few days 
ago near Cape Bias, F l a , with her crew of 
five men. 

AT the convention of the Kansas Tem
perance Union at Topeka on the 3 0 t h u l t 
resolutions were passed to continue earnest 
work for constitutional prohibition and de
claring against third party agitation. 

T H E skeletons of fourteen murdered per-

eons were found on the 80th ult in a car-
ern near the ranch of John La Blant, a 
Sioux Indian, at Wil low ^reek, D. T. La 
Blant had-fled 

I N the Northwest a furious snow-storm 
prevailed on the 3 0 t h r d t and all railway 
travel was greatly retarded. 

T H E fourth annual session of the Michigan 
Commercial Travelers' Association was held 
in Detroit on the 30th u l t 

A N accident a few days ago on the Cin
cinnati Southern railway, near Greenwood, 
Ky., resulted in the death of s ix persons 
and the injury of twenty others 

A T a negro watch-meeting at Fordtown, 
A la , a shooting-match occurred in which 
three persons were killed and several 
wounded. 

JUDGE STONEMAN, of the United States 
Circuit Court at Cedar Bapids, l a , has de
clared the Iowa Registry law unconstitu
t ional 

T H E death of James Hendricks, brother of 
the late Vice-President, occurred at Shelby-
ville, I n d , on the 1st, at the age of fifty-
six yeara The deceased was the last mem
ber of the Hendricks family. 

ABECENT fire destroyed the Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church at Milwaukee. Loss 
$100 ,000 . 

I N the Chatsworth (III) railway disaster 
last summer eighty-two persons were killed, 
and the total damages claimed from the 
Toledo, Peoria & Western railway were 
$300 ,000 , the last of which was paid on 
the 2 d 

A WHITE man named Walthop was hanged 
by negroes in Pickens County, S. G, on the 
2d for criminally assaulting a thirteen-year-
old colored girl, who died from the effects 
of the assault. 

A DISCREPANCY of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 was recently 
discovered in the New Albany (Ind.) city 
treasury. No settlement had been had 
for twelve years. 

F I B E destroyed twenty-one buildings on 
the 2d in Salida, Col , with a total loss of 
$200 ,000 . 

ON the 2d the sixty-eighth General As
sembly of Ohio organized at Columbus, 
Hon. T. F. Davis being elected President 
pro tern, of the Senate, and Hon. E. L 
Lampson Speaker of the House 

A ITBE wiped out the greater part of the 
town of Hicksville, O., on the 31st u l t 
Loss, $100 ,000 . 

ON the 3d Proteau. the first white resi
dent of Dakota, was found frozen to death 
near Fort Bennet t He was ninety-six years 
old, andisince childhood had l ived with the 
Indiana 

MBS. CHABLOTTE SIMONTON, of New Rich
mond. Wis , celebrated her one hundredth 
birthday on the 3 d Her health was g o o d 

ON the 3d Jacob H. Delaplane, a book
keeper at the Portage straw-board works in 
Circleville, 0. , disappeared, leaving his ac
counts $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 short 

THE Legislature of Mississippi convened 
on the 3d at Jackson. 

JAMES TUTT, of Braz l .Ind,Idled on the 3d 
of glanderB caught from a horse. 

G. C. MTLLEB, of Stark, F l a , a leading 
politician, was assassinated on the 3 d by 
some unknown person. 

SENATOR PALMES, of Michigan, has given 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 for the erection of a building at 
Detroit, to be used by the G. A. B. of the 
State. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
A HUBEICANE on the 29th at Halifax, N. 

S. .damaged shipping and wharves,and build
ings were partly wrecked and trees and 
fences leveled 

A L L the rivers in Germany were frozen 
over on the 29th, and several ports were 
closed by Ice. In Austria several deaths 
from cold were reported. 

TROUBLE in the Servian Government 
caused the Ministry to resign on the 2 9 t h 

IN the mountains of the Montezuma dis
trict a small band of Apaches were roaming 
on the 30th u l t , killing and stealing, and a 
number of passengers had been waylaid 
and shot on the roads entering Bavispe, 
Mex. 

DUBING 1887 there were 1,382 business 
failures in Canada, wi th $ 1 6 , 3 1 1 , 7 4 5 liabil
i t ies 

I N a theater at Carthagena, Spain, an ex
plosion the other evening badly injured ovei 
one hundred persona 

FIFTY Soldiers end Beveral hundred peo
ple were killed by the recent explosion of a 
powder magazine at Amoy, China. 

THE London Times celebrated the one 
hundreth anniversary of its foundation on 
the 2 d 

A FIBE at Quebec, Can., on the 1st de
stroyed the seminary chapel, together with 
about $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 worth of original oil paint
ings. 

EIGHT gypsies were frozen to death on 
the 3d at Bruenn, Austria, and at Vienna 
several women had perished from the cold. 

ADVICES of the 3 d from London say that 
during a storm at sea a panic arose among 
the passengers of the steamer Bellona, a 
rush was made for the boats, one was low
ered and forty-seven people crowded into 
it, causing it to capsize, drowning every one 
of them. 

B Y the bursting of the Birmingham (Eng.) 
canal on the 3d near Dudley, hundreds oi 
families were made homeless by the inun
dation. 

I-ATER. 
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ARXMAU ANDREWS, who bui t the first 
frame house at Hu son. Wis., d i e l on the 
5th, aged 87 years. 

IOWA advices po nt to the rp-e'ection of 
H8n. Jas. M Wilson, to the United States 
Senate next week. 

S T . CLOUD, Minn., expended m 1887, $600,-
800 in building improvements, a larger 
amount than in 188 j , by $178,664. 

The Massac uset s legislature met on the 
5th and the State officers were sworn in. 
<Jov. Ames delivered his inaugural. 

T H E output of the 33) Indiana coal mines 
for 1887 was 3,317,711 tons, ranking Indiana 
fifth among the coal producing states. 

I N the business part of Vandalia, Mich., 
on the 5th, fire destroyed several stores, a 
bank and hotel. Loss $35,000, insurance 
15,000. 

T H E new Science Hall of Hamline Uni
versity, at Hamline, Minn., was dedicate i 
on the 5th, with very interesting cere
monies. 

PRESIDENT Uarnot notifies Emperor 
• lliiam that while he is at the head of the 

government no French minority will be 
allowed to adopt a warlike policy. 

DAMAGE to the amount of $200,000 was 
done by Are on the 5th, by the burning of 
the navigation building, a 3-story and attic 
300x75 feet structure, in the Brooklyn navy 
yard. 

FTVE Minneapois Milling firms started a 
hundred cars of flour eastward over the 
new "Soo" road, on the 5th. The flour 
train carried 15,000 barrels of flour, each 
firm loading 20 cars. 

T H E winter is pronounced one of the 
severest on r. cord on the Continent. The 
ice in the Danube has reached Vienna, and 
4he P atteu See is frozen over for the first 
time in many years. 

E L E V E N workmen were sl ightly injured 
thiee were badly hurt and three ins'antiy 
killed by the premature discharge of a blast 
in a n e w cut on the Lehigh VallevB, . R,, 
near Pittston, Pa . , on the 5th. 

T H E coal miners in the region tributary 
to the Reading R. R„ Lave adopted 
resolutions demanding the .repeal of the 
tariff on coal, declaring that the present 

{wotective tar.ff is prejudicial to American 
abor. 

O N the 5th, at Cincinnati, A m m i Baldwin 
late Cashier of the Fidelity National bank, 
died suddenly of paralysis. He was under 
indictment, with Harper and Hopkins, but 
admitted to bail in a u n a 1 sum, had not 
been in ja i i . His mental trouble produced 
the prostration which killed him. 

SPEAKER Carlisle announced the House 
Committees Thursday. None of the Minne
sota members are given chairmanships but 
all have good places: Mr. Nelson is upon 
Indian Affairs, Mr. Rice upon Appropria
tions and other committees, Judge Wilson 
upon Commerce also Coinage, Weights and 
Measures, Mr. McDonald upon Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries, Mr. Hudd, Wiscon
sin is chairman of Expenditures in the In
terior Department; Gifford, Dak., is on 
the I n d a n Affairs committee and Hudd 
and Lafollette of Wis. , are on the same; 
Lind, Minn., on Post O ces also Guenther 
of Wis.. Henderson, Iowa, on Appropria
tions; Tuller, Iowa, Judiciary, Gear, la . , 
Military Affairs, Holmes and Hovey, l a . 
Pacific R. R , Clarke, Wis., Merchant Ma
rine and Fisheries, Dubois, la . . Agriculture, 
Stephenson, Wis. , Rivers and Harbors. 

Tffl,MlNtrft QUIT WORK. 
Nearly all the Heading Company's Coal 

Shafts Are Id le in Consequence of a 
Strike of 15,000 Miners—The F i g h t a 
Desperate One, and l i k e l y to Continue 
for Months—A Coal F a m i n e Feared . 
READING, P a , Jan. 4.—The miners have 

challenged President Corbin of the Beading 
Railroad Company to battle, and the latter 
says he i s ready. Every colliery owned by 
the Reading Company wi th a daily capacity 
of 3 5 , 0 0 0 tons of coal is idle. This is re
garded by business men throughout the en
tire.Schuylkill regions and Eastern Penn
sylvania with great alarm. There is prac
tically no coal of any consequence any
where, and, wi th a protracted strike, great 
loss would ensue. 

The Reading Company temporarily sus
pended about 1 5 0 crews last evening, and 
this is interpreted to mean that the officials 
are making preparations for a long and 
bitter struggle. They say they are deter-
termmed to down the Knights of Labor, 
and feel confident that they will succeed 
Said an officer last night: "We have driven 
the order from the railroad, and w e pro
pose to serve the miners in the same man
ner." 

Orders were sent out to the miners em
ployed at the individual collieries directing 
all hands to resume work where the $ 2 . 5 8 
basis is accepted, and quite a number of such 
collieries were Btarted up yesterday morn
ing, but only with about half the usual torce 
of hands. It is claimed by President Lally 
and other leaders of the Miners and 
Laborers' Amalgamated Association and 
Kn ghts of Labor that if the Reading 
Company furnishes the individual col
lieries with sufficient cars they can 
keep the Reading men out indefinitely. The 
Reading officials know this, and i t is not 
bkely chey will consent to a bargain of that 
k i n d * . " ( 

It is estimated that 15 ,000 miners in the 
Schuylkill region are ldla At Shamokin 
the strike went into effect yesterday morn
ing and all the Reading collieries except 
two were without men. The miners in the 
individual collieries also struck, but an ar
rangement was entered into at the Neilson 
6hatt, the Excelsior, the Hickory Ridge, 
ttie Hickory Swamp and the Lancaster col
lieries whereby the proprietors agree to pay 
the old rata of wages until the strike is 
set t led The collieries now idle in 
Shamokin gave employment to 5 ,500 men. 
Advices received from a number of 
points in the coal regions show that very 
few collieries are working. In most cases 
the employes did not go to work yesterday 
morning, and it is believed a long and bit
ter struggle will be the result The Read
ing collieries at Shamokin and all between 
Ashland and that place are also idle. The 
railroad is working smoothly, and little 
difficulty is experienced in moving freight 
and coaL All the engines on the 
Mahanoy division are now manned and 
worked. At Shenandoah all the Reading 
railroad miners are o u t Lentz, Lilly & 
Co., operating the Park collieries; J C. 
Hay den & Co., operating Glendon colliery; 
Xneval Brothers, operating Primrose col
liery, all situated near Mahanoy City, 
have decided to pay the present rate ot 
wages and continue work pending the 
final sett lement by the Reading Company. 
Other individual operators will do the 
same. 

The strike, if prolonged, will cause great 
loss and suffering from lack of coal None 
of the iron works or furnaces have more 
than a week's supply, and they depend for 
their daily supply on the Reading railroad 
Of the sixty-eight collieries in the Schuyl
kill region, forty of the largest of which 
are controlled by the Reading Company, but 
six are at work. The members ot the 
Knights of Labor in Philadelphia, while re
fusing to strike, have promised the Schuyl
kill miners financial support, the same 
as they are g iv ing the men in the Lehigh 
region There is a movement on foot 
among the buainessTnen of the Schuylkill 
valley to hold a meeting and bring such 
pressure to bear upon President Cor
bin as to cause him to consent to arbitra
tion of the miners' strike at leas t It is ar
gued that the immense industries of the 
eastern section oi4be State can not afford 
such a fearful paralysis of business and 
trade. The strike will not only throw 30 , -
O0O miners out of employment, but 3 0 , 0 0 0 
iron-workers as well. 

It is learned officially that six of the com
pany's best colleries are in full operation. 
These are the Suffolk at Mahanoy, the t w o 
North Franklin colleries at Herndon, the 
Brookside in the Lykens valley and the 
Richardson and Glendover at Heckscher-
villc. 

The joint committee of the Miners' Amal
gamated Association and the Knights of 
Labor met in Pottsville yesterday and pro
mulgated a counter-statement to that is
sued by President Corbin of the Reading 
road a few days ago. They declare 
that the agreement for four months 
from last September as signed dif
fers materially irom the one made 
public. They point out that Mr. Cor
bin said in his circular that the Reading 
would never pay less than other companies 
and say that already eleven companies have 
conceded their demands. The manifesto 
declares that the die is cast and that a gen
eral strike at all the fifty-five collieries of 
the Reading Company and all other collier
ies in this region except those conceding 
the 8 per c e n t advance will be inaugurated 
this morning. 

The effects of the strike will be felt far 
beyond the confines of Reading railroad 
territory. Coal will advance in price all 
over the Eastern States In the com
pany's territory are located thirty-
eight pig-iron furnaces, besides hun
dreds of foundries, rolling-mills, e ta 
Not one of these has over a week's 
supply of coal on hand. These es
tablishments are located in Readinsr, Har-
risburg, Allentown, Pottstowu, Easton, 
Norristown, PtoenixvJle and smaller 
cities, and in towns in Penn
sylvania and through New Jersey, and every 
one must shut down if the strike lasts 
ten days. Some have been running short 
of coal for a.month. Orders were sent m 
for the coal, but the officials were unable 
to fill them because of the strike on 
the railroad Now all these immense 
industries must shut down, and it is 
estimated that in the district named over 
100 ,000 men are employed, upon whom a 
vast host of people depend for support 
The coal supply in all the interior towns is 
running short 

General Master Workman Powderly has 
advised that no strike take place. He has 
telegraphed here that he considered it inad
visable. 

FROZEN TO DEATH. 

Dakota'* First Whi te Resident and a 
Noted Scout Feribhes. 

PIERRE, D. T., Jan. 4—Protean, the first 
white resident of Dakota, has been found 
frozen to death near Fort Ben
n e t t He was 9 3 years old, and 
since childhood had l ived with the Indiana 
He was a trapper and scout wel l -known 
along the Missouri slope, and many of the 
early settlers of Montana and Dakota owe 
their lives to his kindness. He acted as 
scout and interpreter to Generals Custer, 
Harney, Sibley and Sully, and as an evi
dence thereof bore some twenty arrow-
points in his body. He ^was buried with 
ceremony by the Indians. \ * 

'' ""• Weal th of the Sooth Increasing:. 
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Jan. 4 —Official re

ports , from the Comptrollers of all the 
Southern States except Louisiana give the 
total valuation of realty and personal prop
erty in 'Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia AS $3 ,279, 
848,015, an increase of 61% per c e n t d 
ing 1887. Ra<lroad assessments have 
creased 8 per c e n t 

£&»$ -V, m • m 
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S ^ tHnnrireds of H o m e s Ianndated. "*» 
LONDON, Jan. 4.—The Birmingham canal 

burst yesterday at a point near Dudley. 
Hundreds of families were rendered home
less by the inundation. 

i p A GLANCE BACKWARD.^ 7 
Brief Summary of the Most Important 

Events o f the Old Tear—Happenings in 
the Pol i t ical Arena in America and 
Abroad—Tii e Most Notable Heaths—LostS 
of .Life by Disaster—Murders, Hangings , 
Lynching*, Suicides and Fires . '"M, 

THE OLD TEAS AT HOME. 

There is every reason to be satisfied wi th 
the results of 1887 so far as they are re
lated to the general business of tha coun
try, its agricultural products, the continued 
good health of the people, the development 
of our National resources, and the indica
tions that many of our labor and socialistic 
agitations are settl ing down to a condition 
of order once more. 

The legislative history of the country dur
ing the year was full of interest The Forty-
ninth Congress, which expired March 4, 
passed fifteen important bills, as follows: 
The Electoral Count bill; the Presidential 
Succession bill; the bill repealing the Ten
ure of Office act; the Mormon bill; the bill 
providing for fast cruisers and steel guns; 
the Canadian Retaliatory bill; the Inter
s tate Commerce bill; the bill redeeming 
trade dollars; the bill prohibiting the 
ownership of land by aliens; the bill 
sending all claims to the Court 
of Claims; the bill ordering an in
quiry into the management of the 
Pacific roads; the bill relieving the mer
chant marine of a number of needless bur
dens; the bill extending the free delivery 
system to cities of 10 ,000 inhabitants; the 
bill authorizing the issue of small silver 
certificates; and the bill forfeiting 4 4 , -
0 0 0 , 0 0 0 acres of unearned land grants; be
sides 1,376 bills not of National impor
tance. Among other important events of 
tha session were the ratification of the 
Hawaiian treaty, and the vetoes of the De
pendent Pension and Texas Relief bills by 
the President. 

There have been radical changes in the 
Cabmet and departments during the year. 
The 14th of February Daniel Manning, Sec
retary of the Treasury, resigned his position 
owing to ill-health and went abroad, hop
ing that change and rest wold be beneficial. 
The 31st of March A s s ^ t m t Sscretary Fair-
child was appointed to fill the vacancy, 
and a f ew days ago was confirmed by 
the S'nate It was thought for a t ime 
that Mr. Manning had been benefited by 
his trip, but later in the year he suf
fered a relapse and died at Albany, 
H. Y , December 24 , universally lamented 
The 15th of November Land Commissioner 
Sparks resigned after his memorable quar
rel with the Seoretary of the Interior. Since 
that t ime the President has appointed Mr 
Lamar to the Supreme bench, Postmaster-
General Tilas to be S3cratary of the Interior, 
Don M Diokinson, of Michigan, to Jie Post-
master-General,and James W Hyatt,of Con
necticut, to be United States Treasurer, and 
their nominations are awaiting- confirma
tion, the only uncertainty being that at
tached to Mr. Lamar's name. 

The President has occupied a conspicuous 
place m the year's record. The 30bhof 
September, accompanied by Mrs Cleveland, 
he started upon his journey South and West 
and was greeted by thousands of people in 
the various cities he vis i ted His annual 
message to Congress was a departure from 
the usual custom of a review of the state 
of the Union in that i t was entirely devoted 
to tariff reform, m which he took high 
ground by recommending the reduction of 
the old war tariff taxes on the necessities of 
life as the most practical meihod of reduc
ing the surplus. 

The 14th of September the Supreme 
Court Ot Illinois affirmed the finding of tLe 
lower court in the Anarchists' case, a n i 
fixed November 11 as the day of sentence. 
Neeba was taken at once to serve out his 
fifteen years' sentence The cases of 
the others were taken to the 
United States Supreme Court, which decided 
November 2 that there was no error m 
the.r trial. As a last resort petitions were 
presented to the Governor, who, on the 
10th, commuted the sentences of Fielden 
and Schwab to imprisonment for life, but 
refused to interfere with the others Lmgg 
committed suicide the same day, and on 
the 11th Parsons, Engel, Spie3 and Fischer 
paid the penalty of their crimes on the 
scaffold, and thus anarchy received its 
death-blow. 

THE OLD TEAK ABEOAD. 

Though the old world has remained at 
peace during the year therel has been con
tinuous political excitement, and the new 
year opens upon a darkling horizon owing 
to the jealousy between Russia and Aus
tria, involving also Germany and Italy as 
a lies of the latter Power. The year 
opened with a vacancy in the Bul
garian Princedom and the active sup
port of Prmce Nicholas, of Mmgreha, 
bv Russia for the posit on In spite of 
her threats and plot?, however IPrince Fei -
dinand, of Saxe-Coburg-Gotua, was elected 
and still holds his place, notwithstanding 
Russia's protests and her undisguised hostil
ity to him as an agent of Austrian influence. 
The situation at this t ime is strained to a 
dangerous tension, inasmuch as Bulgarialies 
in the path of Russia's progress to Constanti
nople, the goal of her ambition, while Aus
tria, already in possession of Bosnia and 
Herzegovima, under the treaty of Berlin, 
has a olear road before her to the sea The 
frontier between Russia and Austria is now 
lined with troops, and hostilities are antici
pated in the Bpring by some authorities, 
though others are equally certain that 
diplomacy will be ablo to avert a war, which 
would be a general one, and give the trouble
some Eastern question another respite. 

The year opened in England with the 
Tories in power, a new Cabinet having been 
formed with Lord Salisbury as Prenrer 
The ent're year has been characterize! by a 
fierce struggle in Parliament and out of it 
between the Home-Rulers and Tones, 
owing to the harsh application of the Coer
cion act and the proclamation of the Na
tional Leagua Many of its leaders are or 
have been m jail, and tha struggle still con
tinues with occasional outbreaks and riots 
as disgraceful evidences ot Tory despotism 
and oppression m this year of the Queen's 
jubilee. 

France has had its full share of Cabinet 
crises and political disturbances The 17th 
of May the Goblet Ministry resigned on the 
demand of the Budget Commission 
for a reduction of estimates and 
M Rouvier formed a new Ministry. 
Affairs went on quietly until Oc
tober, when the war-decoration scan
dal broke out, involving M Wilson, Presi
dent Grevy's son-in-law, and others high in 
station. The enemies of the President 
seized upon their opportunity and im
proved i t nob only to overthrow the 
Ministry but to torce th9 resignation 
of the President, which occurred De
cember 2 The ioi lowing day Jl. Sadi-Car-
not was elected as a compromise candidate 
and M. Tirard formed a Ministry. There 
have been some frontier disagreements be
tween France and Germany, but they have 
been satisfactorily settled, and, for the first 
t ime in many years, she has no military ad
ventures on hand. 

The year opened with intense political 
excitement in Germany. The increase of 
the Army bill submitted by the Govern
ment was defeated, whereupon the Reich
stag was dissolved and a new one 
elected, which voted the increase the 
19th of M arch. In October the Govern
ment still further strengthened its posi
tion by effecting an alliance with 
Austria and Italy. The Emperor m e t the 
Czar in November, but to little purpose, as 
the coolness between the two Powers Btill 
continues. On the closing day of the year 
the good news comes from San Remo that 
the Crown Prince's condition shows great 
improvement and that his physicians en
tertain well-founded hopes of his ultimate 
recovery. 

<• PBOMTNENT DEAD. 
The necrological list ot zae year just 

closed does not differ from any of its im
mediate predecessors in the long array of 
names which have been prominently identi
fied wi th every department of the world's 
enterprise. Anything like a complete l ist 
of the noted personages who have passed 
away i s impossible in these columns, but the 
most prominent in the various walks of life 
are here presented: 

In the busy field of science, skill and in

vent ion thete have dropped out General 
W. B. Ha«an, the Chief Signal Officer of the 
United States army; Sir Joseph Whitworth, 
the inventor of the Whitworth g u n ; John 
Roach, the ship-builder; Prof. E. L. You-
mans, the eminent chemist, who so long 
and successfully edited the Popular Science 
Month'y; James B. Eads, the civil engineer, 
whose name is prominently identibed 
wi th the first gun-boats of the war 
of the rebellion, the Mississippi jetty sys
tem and the proposed ship-railway scheme 
which his death interrupted; Lieutenant 
John Danenhower, the ill-fated victim of 
the results of Arctic exploration; Friedrich 
Krupp, the noted iron-master and gun-
maker of Essen; Alyin Clarke, the 
telescope-maker, of Cambridge, and 
Spencer F. Barrd, the accomplished 
secretary of the Smithsonian Institute. 
The church has lost Henry Ward 
Beecher, who confessedly was the ablest of 
American divines, whatever view may be 
taken of his peculiar religious sentiments; 
Bt -Rev . Horatio Potter, the Episcopalian 
B shop ot New York; Cardinal Jacobini, the 
Papal Secretary of State, who was equally 
versed in politics and theology; Rev. Mark 
Hopkins. D. D., the vent rable ex-President 
of Williams College, who was equally prom
inent as a divine and an educator; and John 
Taylor, the president of the misguided Mor
mon church. From the busy world of poli
tics and diplomacy there have disappeared 
Sir Stafford Norttcate, the English states
man; Ex-Vice-President William A. Wheeler, 
who nearly reached the top of the ladder 
of fame; M Katkoff, the editor of the Mos
cow Gazitte, who was the power behind the 
throne in Russian politics; El hu B. Wash-
burne, who made a bnlaant record 
in diplomacy during the Franco-German 
war, and had frequently periormed valu
able services for the State of Illinois; Lord 
Lyons, one of the most eminent of British 
diplomats, and Daniel Manning, Mr. Cleve
land's first Secretary of the Treasury. L ter-
ature has not los t many representatives of 
the first class, the most prominent names 
being those of Philip Bourke Marston, 
the lamented English poet; Mrs. 
Henry Wood, the popular nov
elist; James Grant, the essayist; 
Lady Brassey, the adventurous and charm
ing writer; and John G. Saxe, the poet and 
humorist The most prominent representa
tives of the buEinese world who passed 
away were Alexander Mitchell, president of 
the Millwaukee & 8c Paul railroad; John S 
Newberry, of Detroit; William R Travers, 
the witty New York broker; T7. a De 
Pauw, the glass manufacturer and 
noted philanthropist of New Albany; and 
Stephen S. Hoe, the printing-press maker 
of New York. The most prominent repre
sentative oi the law was Justice Thomas B 
Woods, of the United States Supreme Court 
The drama has lost John T Raymond, the 
American comedian; Louis Haycinthe, 
the French comedian, Mile Aimee 
and Eliza Weathersby, both brilliant per
formers in opera bouffe. Music has lost 
many prominent names, among them those 
of Jules Etienne Pasdeloup, the French 
conductor; fcir Georga A Mactarren, the 
English composer and musical litterateur; 
Eduard Bemenyi, the eccentr c vioamst, 
the r port ot waose death, has not yet been 
confirmed; and Jenny Lind, the quean of 
all contemporary vocalists. 

LOSS OF LIFE 

The following table gives the loss of life 
occurring by various disasters m this coun
try as no led by telegraph during ihe year: 
Drowning 944 Powder explosi'ns 163 
Fne . . . 6J6 Lightning ... . I3u 
M mng disasters . 283 Falling buildings, b) 
Boiler explosion^ 225 
Tornadoes, storms 188 Total 2,010 

The loss ot life by railroads in the United 
States was much larger than at any time 
since 1880. The total number killed as re
ported by telegraph is 1,822, as compared 
with 885 in 1886, 947 in 1885, 6 2 1 in 
1884, 7 7 5 in 1883, 8 2 0 in 1882, and 1,040 
m 1881 The total number ot those seri-
ous.y injure 1 shows a proportionate in
crease, and foots up 1,999, r»s compared 
with 8 6 0 m 1886, 936 in 1885, 1,050 m 
1884, 1,116 m 1883, 1,115 m 1882, and 
527 m 1881 

Durmg the season of lake navigation 2U4 
lives have been lost on the inland seas and 
not less than $ 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 worth of prop
erty has been destroyed Seven ly-tLree 
vessels, aggregating 20 ,687 reg stered tons, 
have ceased to exist, as compared with 
57 vessels and 17 ,070 tons in 1S86 The 
total loss comprises 16 steamers, 4 3 schoon
ers, 6 tow-barge? and 8 tug-boats, repre- • 
sent.ng a tlnancial loss of $ 7 9 2 , 0 0 0 on hulls j 
and $ 4 0 8 , 4 0 0 on cargoes. | 

So iar as reporte l 6 ,557 lives have been I 
lost upon the ocean, 2 3 5 upon the lakes I 
and rivers (a total of 6,792, as compared i 
with 2 ,749 in 1886 and 2,397 in 1883) 
1,812 by railroads, 2 ,610 by disasters in 
the New Wond, and 187 ,950 m the Old | 
World, including pestilence and battle, i 
making m all 199,164, as compared with ' 
122 ,791 m 1886 and 3 8 7 , 4 6 3 m 1885 j 

SUICIDES I 

The number of persons who have com
mitted suic.de in the Un ted States, cs re
ported by telegraph, was 1,387, as compared 
with 9 1 4 in 1886, 978 in 1885, 842 in 
1884, 727 in 1883, 7 3 4 m l 8 8 2 , and 6 0 5 in 
1881. Of the total number 1,087 were 
males and 3 0 0 females. The causes were ! 
as follows: I 
Melancholy 387 Liquor ffj I 
Unknown 30> Disappointed love .71 
Insane .218 III health 6S 
Domestic infelicity 119 Bus ness losses . . . . 1 

Of the above cases 527 shoi themselves, 
295 took poison, 2 3 5 hanged themselves, 
134 drowned themselves, 117 cut their 
throats, 25 threw themselves in front ot 
railroad trains, 23 jumpel from windows, 
11 stabbed themselves, 4 burned them
selves, 4 jumped from housetops, 2 starved 
themselves, 1 strangled himself, 1 threw 
himself into machinery, another down a 
mining shaft, 1 cut a tree and let it fall on 
him, 1 killed himself with a hammer and 
another with a poker, 1 froze himself to 
death and another (L'ngg) destroyed him- , 
self with a bomb. ' 

MUBDEKS 

The total number of murders committed I 
in the country, as reported by telegraph, > 
was 2,335, as compared with 1 ,499 m I 
1886; 1,808 in 1885, l , 4 6 5 i n 1 8 8 4 , 1 , 6 9 7 i n | 
1883, 1,467 m 1882, and 1,265 in 1881. j 
The causes of these murders may be clasei- j 
bed as follows: 
Quarrels 1,199 Resisting arrest... 67 
Jealousy 184 Strikes 2fi 
Lquor 212 Riots 151 
By highwaymen . 118 Self-defense 34 
Highwaymen kill'd 68 Outrage » 10 
Insanity 83 Duel 1 
Infanticide 107 Unknown 211 

"*WOHK OF JACK KETCH. 

The number of l ega l executions during 
the year was smaller than it has been f01 
many years, being but 79 . as compared 
with 83 in 1886, 108 in 1885, 1 2 3 m 1 8 8 4 
107 m 1883, 121 m 1882, and 9 0 in 1881 , 
though the number o. murders has great
ly increased The executions in the 
several States were as follows: Ala
bama 2 ; Arkansas 1 1 ; California 6; Flor
ida, 1; Georgia, 5; Illinois, 4 ; Iowa, 1; 
Kansas, 1; Kentucky, 4 ; Louisiana, 2 ; 
Maryland, 1; Massachusetts, 1; Mississippi', 
1; Missouri, 4 ; Nebraska, 2 ; New York, 2 ; 
New Jersey, 1; North Carolina, 2 ; Ohio; 2\ 
Pennsylvania, 1; South Carolina, 5; Ten
nessee, 1; Texas, 3 ; Virginia, 3 ; Arizona, 1; 
Montana, 2 ; New Mexico, 2 ; Ucah, 1; In
dian Territory, 3 Of this number all were 
males except one, 3 0 were whites, 2 1 ne
groes, 5 Indians and 1 Chinaman 

WORK OF JUDGE LYNCH. 

Judge Lynch has executed during the 
year 1 2 3 victims, of w h o m 102 were in the 
South, as compared with 133 in 1886, 181 
in 1885, 195 m 1884, 107 m 1883 , 1 2 1 m 
1882, and 9 0 in 188L 

FIBER 

The entira fire losses in the United States 
for the year will reach about $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 
as compared wi th about $ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 last 
year. A summary is as follows: 

October 14,710,000 
November.... 5.310,000 

January 83,493,000 
February 2,947,50 > 
March 8.322,003 
April 4,775,O0J 
May 12,878,50 
June 8,865,000 
July 8,814.000 
August 3,457,000 
September.... 8,095,000 

December.... 8,5n'ooo 
Total ....165,158,00) 

Total 1886.... 411,0>4. 60 
Total 1885.... 8*466,5W 
Total 1884.... 46,9A->,UW 
Total 1883.... 41,5M,7JJ 

In the above summary fires of less t.ha^ 
$100,000 are not included. S I ^ S l p ^ 
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LINCOLN'S SECRETARY. 

A. Chat With Colonel Nlcolay About the 
President's Characteristics. 

•'How did Mr. Lincoln bear himseli 
during the campaignP" 

~"He was always a self-poised man, 
quiet and equable in temper, seldom 
greatly elated or much depressed. Ha 
was not worried about the campaign, 
and had himself thoroughly in hand. 
People sent him many curious symbols 
of frontier life—axes, mauls, wedges, 
rails—and all sorts of people on all 
sorts of ei rands called on him in the 
Governor's room in the State House, 
which was assigned to him. Many 
came from mere curiosity, and they 
would sit awkwardly around looking 
at him. He could not talk politics 
much at such a time, and the bulk of 
his visitors were shy of speech. They 
handled the symbols that had been 
sent in, and spoke to him of their use, 
and he would sometimes take the end 
of an axe helve between his fingers and 
hold the axe out at arm's length, to 
show that he had not lost his strength. 
In various simple way£ he thus man
aged to kill time. One fellow liad the 
impudence to come wearing a seces
sion cockade in his ha t Lincoln spoke 
to him pleasantly, and shook hands as 
Avith the others, and the intruder sat 
around half an hour, looking foolish 
and saying nothing, and finally went 
out The crowd quietly ignored the 
intended insult" 

"Mr. Lincoln was just as democratio 
in the White House, I believe," I said. 

"Yes," assented Colonel Nicolay, 
"and that went far toward giving him 
his firm hold on the hearts of the peo
ple. It was his custom, while he was 
Preside nt, to hold an informal recep
tion between twelve and one o'clock 
each clay, to hear in person the 
requests and wishes of all s orts 
of people who chose to come to 
to see him. Rich and poor, white and 
black, crowded into the business office, 
(now Colonel Lamont's) shook hands 
and told him what they wanted. He 
generally wrote a card and referred the 
petitioner to the proper department, 
but often he attended to it himself. 
Men who wanted office came; alleged 
Unionists who wanted pay for losses; 
cranks who showed him how to put 
down the l'ebellion; mothers who had 
sons in the army; relatives of men who 
had been ordered shot; tramps who 
were hard up and wanted money or 
t ranspor ta t ion to e n a b l e t h e m t o g o 
somewhere. It was like some ancient 
Druid standing under an oak tree and 
dealing out justice to the realm." 

"Didn't the people exasperate Old 
Abe sometimes?'' 

"Not often. He listened patiently 
to all, seldom protecting himself even 
from bores. I never saw him angry 
but twice, and then only momentarily. 
He turned one man out of the room 
and laid his hand on his shoulder to 
hasten his departure if necessary." 

I asked if Mr. Lincoln comprehended 
that he was in constant danger of his 
life. 

"Of course," said Colonel Nicolay. 
"It was often discussed between his 
friends and himself. They would say: 
'Now, Lincoln, you must look out and 
be constantly on your guard. Some 
crank is liable to come along and kill 
you.' His answer alwaj s was, 'I will 
be careful. But I can not discharge 
my duties and withdraw myself en
tirely from danger of an assault. I see 
hundreds of strangers every day, and 
if an> one has the disposition to kill 
me he will find opportunity. To be 
absolutely safe, I should cock myself 
up in a box.' Threatening letters 
came, and these I always showed to 
Mr. Lincoln, who generally turned 
them over to the War Department"— 
W. A. Croffut, in Indianapolis Journal. 

CATARRHAL DEAFNESS. 
An Affliction Most Commonly Connected 

With the Middle Ear. 

Catarrh is an increased secretion of 
mucus from the mucous membrane, due 
to its inflammation. This membrane 
lines the cavities of the eyes, ears, nose, 
mouth; indeed, every cavity which 
opens directly or indirectly to the air. 
The mucous membrane of each of these 
organs is liable to inflammation and 
consequent morbid increase of mucus, 
and hence we may speak of catarrh of 
the stomach, bowels, bladder. The in
flammation may be acute or chronic. 

As popularly used, the word catarrh 
genera lly refers to the mucous mem
brane of the nostrils, pharynx (baok 
mouth) and air tubes. An ordinary 
"cold" in the "head" is a temporary 
catarrh. Catarrhal deafness is most 
commonly connected with the middle 
ear, the tympanic cavity—the portion 
next beyond the drum. This cavity 
opens into the mouth through the Eu-
stachia n tube, and is thus supplied with 
the necessary air. Now the mucous 
membrane that lines this tube may 
swell and close it up, in consequence of 
inflammation extending from the nos
trils and pharynx. Deafness, more or 
less, may be due to this closure. 

Again, the mucous membrane which 
lines the cavity of the middle ear may 
itself bo inflamed. If this is long con
tinued, the membrane becomes thick
ened; the ossicles—the little bones that 
conduct the vibrations of sound from 
the drum to the nerves of the internal 
ear—may be greatly interfered with; 
the mucus may accumulate and be
come solid, its fluid portion being ab
sorbed, or it may become purulent, as-
in abscess, and may eat its way through 
th e drum. Thus deafness, in varioui 
degrees, may result: 

As to the treatment of catarrhal 
deafness, we can give no other advice 
than to urge an early resort to the best 
expert within call. In this way alone 
in many cases, can permanent, and 
perhaps complete, deafness be avoided. 
The medical and surgical resources are 
now vastly beyond what they were 
fifty years ago. But we must add, let 
all who seem specially liable to ca
tarrhal difficulties avoid exposure to 
sold winds, wear flannel next to the 
3kin, and, in every practicable way, 
maintain a high degree of general 
health. 

"Beating" in the ear is due to an in-
sreased sensitiveness of the nerve, 
sausing it to feel the throbbing of 
)ome minute artery. In many cases of 
sar troubles there is a ringing (tinnit
us) in the ears, which may be of al
most every conceivable degree and va-
dety.—JSHrtA'j Companion* ̂  ^ ». 
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