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Kent County (Mich.) Fair. 

Ladies and Gentlemen—Although I 
hate traveled a good deal through the 
North, for many years past, and although 
I know much of the Northern character 
and costume, it was not until week before 
last, when I Attended jour State Fair, In 
Detroit, that I ever beheld the State or 
toy portion of the inhabitant! of Michi
gan —North and 8outh, among; person* 
unacquainted with you and your State, n 
very high estimate ia net placed upon the 
State of Michigan. How it ia, and why 
it ia, I know not, but I have never been 
more agreeably disappointed in my life 
than since my visit to Michigan and mix
ing with the people. You have a great 
State and a glorious State, with your fifty 
thousand square milts of territory—yeur 
nearly nine millions of bushels of wheat 
per annum—your nine millions of wool 
—and your vast resources-—furnish proof 
that your destiny in the providence of God 
ia to become a great and glorious people. 
I do not say theae things, in my. introduc
tion, to flatter you, for I always wear only 
one face, North and South, and that face, 
theae ladies will bear me witness, is not re
markable for its beauty. [Laughter.]— 
But it aflords me pleasure to announce to 
you that, however little your greatness 
haa been appreciated heretofore, your sol
diers, by regiments and by brigades upon 
the field of battle, have so gloriously de
meaned themselves that they are bringing 
yoor State into universal notice, and all 
accord to you a gallantry yon were not 
known to possess before 

You hare had a lecture upon the grow
ing agricultural interests of your State, 
and a very appropriate one it was. I lis
tened to it with a great deal of interest 
And now I take it that you are here to 
hear and listen to me upon the subject of 
this great rebellion. Am I right ? [Cries 
of Yes, Go-ahead.] I have spoken since 
March last upon this matter, having visit
ed nearly all of the States in the North
west—having spoken to the agricultural 
societies—spoken against time and against 
wind—the latter is the most damaging.— 
I shall not look so much to the style of my 
oratory, as to the subject matter of what I 
say. I know that, in listening to your 
lecturers at the North, and your select 
speakers, who prepare with great care and 
ability, and usually deliver good lectures, 
and have time and opportunity to prepare 
them, things are passed off smoothly. I 
belong' to a different school of oratory I 
belong to the Southwest, and believe iu 
calling things by their proper nanus, and 
while one of your scholars, who takes into 
question and weighs the nice points of 
discussion, smoothly and elegantly insinu
ates that a statement is not consistent 
with the facts', my custom ia to say that 
the statement of a man is false, calumni
ous, and he ia an unmitigated liar.— 
[Laughter and cries of that'a the style we 
like.] There ia no mistake in getting at 
what I am at. I shall, therefore, handle 
this infernal rebellion with gloves off, with 
your permission. 

I find, at the North, a few men—they 
are not numerous—who seem struck with 
horror at my seeming profanity, and with 
all the meekness of a Moses, contend 
against my severity. I have only to say, 
by way of apology, that I have aeon the 
elephant, and you have not. [Applause.] 
I have seen and felt the devil himself, and 
it ia only through the mercy of God that 
I am alive, and not the villians who jug
ged mo for three horrible months last win
ter. 

We am, fellow countrymen, in the midst 
of a rebellion—a rebellion—the moat fear
ful, the moat wicked, the most uncalled-
for, the moat unauthorised rebellion the 
world haa ever known since the time of 
its creation; and the historian never did 
and never will record, in all time to come, 
audit a rebellion—a rebellion forced upon 
the country, by a pack of men inferior, in 
moral worth, to the most degraded villain 
you- have in the penitentialy of Michigan. 
I would go farther, ladies And gentlemen, 
if I were not afraid of drawing Upon my 
head, before leaving your town, a theolog
ical discussion with some clergymen, to 
say that there are better men in hell than 
the leaders of this rebellion! [Cries of 
That'a so,] I know them, gentlemen. I 

know them all—personally and by charac
ter—have fought them for thirty years; 
snd I have fired in the South among thou 
fee fifty-six yeara. And, ladies, us£ke 
moat of your orators, I am not afraid to 
announoe my age. I am the mere willing 
to dose from the fast that I hare one wise 
and she is likely to outlive any of you.— 
[LaugiOer.} 

I set out with tho remark that the re
bellion was Bnamhotiaad I go farther, 
and declare that we are in the midst of 
this wicked rebellion without even the ap
pearance of an excuse. It is groundless 
at any time, anywhere, and under any 

New, as a frank man, I am bound to 
say. that you have a few men at the North 
—they. ̂  are not numerous—never have 
been—Who agitate, agitate, and always 
have agitated the eterfasttog negro. They 
are an educated class. They are consci
entious and intelligent: but they are af
flicted with an incurable disease, which I 
designate aa nigger on the brain [Laugh
ter.] It is the mbst terrible thing in the 
world—nigger, on the brain. But these 
men are not to blame > it is we of the 
South who* are to blame. You must, I in
sist, regard me as a Southern man. I 
never have been anything else, and never 
can he. What I say here I have asserted 
at the South, and always will, to my lat-
eat breath. A rebellion we would hate, 
and I pray God that He may nerve your 
hearts till you drive these rebels from the 
Peninsula, through the cotton States, and 
into the Gulf, as the devils did tho hogs 
into the sea. [Laughter and applause.] 

I will eall your attention to some facte, 
figures and statistics, which I deshs you 
to treasure up when I am gone, and never 
forget. Our government has existed, un
der its present form, for the last seventy-
five years. During that time, we have 
held nineteen presidential elections. We 
at the South, with less than) half your 
population at the North, with le>» . than 
half your electoral votes, with half the 
number of States—-we at the South have 
elected thirteen Presidents and'you six 
out of nineteen. We re-elected five -of our 
men to a second term—I mean Washing
ton, Madison, Monroe, Jefferson and Jack
son—filling a period of forty yean. We 
have made it a settled point, at the South 
never to let a man north of Mason and 
Dixon's line be elected a second time; 
and you cannot point your finger to one. 
We seized upon and appropriated some of 
your northern men, and we make mon
key's pav»s of them and pulled the 
chestnuts out of the fire. The last 
one we appropriated at the South— 
the last we appropriated, soul, body and 
breeches, (laughter) was the immediate 
predecessor of Abraham Lincoln, an old 
public functionary who lives down in 
Pennsylvania—the shabbiest, most sorry 
and unworthy man of all who have been 
elected Now, gentlemen. I know all 
about this. If, when the Star of the West 
was fired upon, or if, when Fort Sumpter 
was bombarded, he had sent an army- to 
Charleston harbor, that would have been 
the end of this deviltry. He knew how 
things stood, but he dare not act. He 
was a cat's paw for Floyd and Thompson, 
and the thieves who surrounded him. I 
am sorry, ladies, that your husbands, and 
sweethearts, and brothers found it in their 
hearts to put such a man as James Bu
chanan in the Presidential chair. You 
know that a man who has lived in this 
sorry, sin-stricken world of ours for eighty 
years and upwards, and never married a 
wite or courted a woman is not fit for wolf-
bait. (Laughter.) 

But there was no occasion for plunging 
this country into war. The pretext of the 
Southerners was that they had been de-

5rived of their rights. Of what rights ? 
'he right to carry their negroes into the 

Territories. They always had a right to 
carry their negroes into any territory where 
the soil and climate would make shivery 
pay. But they have only been excluded 
from the soil that was not worth their cul
tivating. 

The North came and helped us to make 
a fugitive stave law, so that our slaves 
might be returned. The North came very 
generously, to help annex Texas, out of 
which we expected to carve five or six 
magnificent slavo States. The North, 
very generously, but very wrongly, aided 
the South to repeal the Missouri Com
promise line. I fought it from the word 
go; and I shall always fight it. It was at 
the bottom of a good deal of the deviltry 
we see now. 

But, gentlemen, we have intended, at 
the South, for more than thirty years, to 
break up this government. It has not 
been the negro question that has troubled 
us. We have been sick and tared of a Re
publican form of government; and wished 
to introduce a monarchy; and I hope, by 
God's blessing snd the strong arms of our 
soldiers, we will give them monarchy till 
they are sick of it. (Laughter.) 

When South Carolina passed a secession 
ordinance, Barnwell Rhett, and the prom
inent men and the first men of the State 
announced that now their eyes, like old 
Simeon's, had seen the salvation of the 
Lord—what they had been trying for dnr-

Aashama, in the winter, more than a year 
before Abraham Lincoln was elected.— 
While there, the Legislature was in ses
sion. They passed a .joint resolution of 
both Houses inviting me to address the 
Legislature and the citizens upon the 
groat issues between the North and the 
South—quite ah honor,, you know—quite 
an honor,, for both Houses to pass a joint 
resolution inviting auy person to address 
them. In those days I could speak and 
be heard all over the city of Montgomery. 
I accepted their invitation, and I did 
apeak. (Laughter.) I roared like a lion. 
(Laughter.) I held forth for two mortal 
hours. There was a bill before the Legis
lature appropriating $350,000 for the pur
pose of atming the militia of the State to 
carry on the war that would be brought 
about if. the North should chance to elect 
a President. ItoW them that, by your 
action, I am led to infer that you are pre
paring for a sectional war—a war of fac-
tfooi. While I am a southern man, and 
my father and grandfather before me Were 
southern men and slaveholders, and mixed 
up with the institution, I ought to define 
my position in the capitaj-ot Alabama.— 
I f you force upon the country the issue of 
slavery before the Union, I am for the 
Union, though it exterminates slavery, 
world without end. [Great applause.]— 
They never had any use for me after that. 
[Laughter] 

A< the same time Alabama passed a' 
law appropriating 3350,000 to arm the 
troops, the State of Mississippi appropria
ted 1150,000 lor the same purpose, Geor
gia and Florida passed laws re organizing 
the militia; and they have been prepar
ing for years for this very state of things. 

A nd your Senators and Representatives 
in Congress will tell you that they have 
controlled the military committees of the 
House and Senate, and they were accus
tomed to report to Congress that so many 
arms were wovtitfnas nnA *̂ us? be replace/ 
by new and improved muskets and rifles 
and would have them sold to the lowest 
bidder. The southern Senators would im
mediately send word home that so many 
condemned arms were to be sold at a cer
tain seaport, on a certain day. Our gov
ernors sent their agents there, with the 
money in their hands, and bought them 
up at S2 or $3 for muskets that cost 912 
or Sid ; and thus they have been prepar
ing. 1 tell you, we have been preparing 
for it for the last thirty yeats, and I know 
it 

When nullification came up 1 fought 
it. 1 was in the same county of South 
Carolina that John C. Calhoun lived in 
where his friends lived and he died, and 
I , fought it from the pulpit, from the 
stump, and I issued a large edition of a 
large pamphlet against nullification. The 
difference between the years 1832' and 
1860-61 is that we then had a President, 
in the person of Andrew Jackson. He 
was every inch a man, from the crown of 
his head to the soles of his feet; and if he 
bad occupied the chair in place of James 
Buchai an. he would have taken theJI by 
the throat, raised himself up ten feet in 
his boots, [laughter], and you might have 
heard him swear a mile—r"By the God 
that made Moses, the thing has gone far 
enough, it must stop!" And it would 
have stopped. 

But, upon the floor of the American 
Congress, Roger A Pryor, of the State of 
Virginia—Pryor who was going to slay 
Potter, but didn't. He challenged Pot 
ter ' on the ground that he was a cold
blooded Yankee and could be scared.— 
But your man, Potter, of the North-west 
sat down immediately and wrote—"I will 
accept your challenge; and, as I have the 
choice of ground and weapons, I name 
bowie knives, and the place a room with 
closed doors." "Oh Lord V* said Pryor, 
"the terms are out of the question, and in 
violation of the code of honor." 

But a little more than a year ago, one 
of their editors challenged me to mortal 
combat. He was as mean a specimen of 
a little man as you ever saw He weigh
ed in his best days, ninety-four pounds.— 
His name was Î ewis Poats. I accepted, 
contrary to his expectation, and claimed 
the privilege, being the challenged party, 
of naming place and weapons. I designa
ted a hog pen, immediately after the first 
hard rain, [Laughter]; and designated at 
our weapons the large, four-pronged dung 
forks, [Laughter]; and I put down in the 
conditions that whoever shoveled the oth
er out of the pen should be regarded as 
having killed his adversary!. He, like a 
loo), published the correspondence, and 
exposed himself. [Laughter.] He said 
the terms were unusual, brutal, ftc.— 
[Laughter.] He knew I would hare 
pitched him overboard. 

But I come back to Pryor. Pryor an
nounced on the floor of the House,, aad 
Wigfall on the floor of the Senate, that, 
if the North would' sign a blank piece of 
paper, putting all your names to-it, mak
ing a string as long as from here to Lon
don or. Paris, and let'them fill up the 
blank with the terms snd conditions upon 
which they would remain in the Union, 
they would not touch it—they were bound 

to go but. Pryor telegraphed to his con
stituents, at the time of the session of tho 
peace Congress in Washington, that "we 
can get the Crittenden compromise if we 
want i t ; hut we do not want it. We in
tend to break up this infernal government 
anyhow; and, no matter what the North 
may concede to us, or agree to do, we do 
not intend to be satsified with anything! 
The South will leave." 

Judge Douglas--the gallant little Sena
tor—overheard a Southern member sky 
that they intended to break up the gov 
eminent; and. he exposed' him by name 
from n:s seat, and the Southerner dared 
not decy it. He overwhelmed him. Who 
Wah that Southerner1 ? I will tell you.— 
It was that notorious hypocrite, that chief 
of villains, that old, glandered, (laughter,) 
distempered, passionate sway-oacked, 
whisky-rotten Jeeuis M. Mason, of the 
State of Virginia. I know him well— 
have known him long; and I declare him 
before you, the butt cut of original sin, 
(laughter) the upper crust of all political 
nastiness; and; had I been the govern
ment of the United States at the time he 
and John Slidell were placed on board a 
British ship, to be taken to Europe as 
Ambassadors of the Southern bogus con
federacy, 1 would have tied a grind-stone 
around each of their infernal necks, and 
cast them overboard, as John Hancock 
did tho tea, into Boston harbor. 

We have intended to break up the gov
ernment—I tell you, we have intended it 
for thirty yeara, and this trouble had to 
come. Had John C. Breckinridge been 
elected, instead of Abraham Lincoln, we 
should have had none of this trouble, not 
a bit of it. The programme of that party 
was to quietly administer the government 
while they manufactured all the rifles and 
muskets they could in all the manufacto
ries of the United States. They intended 
to make all the ships and transports at 
the.navy yards: and, at the eni of the 
four years, they would have seized, all the 

ey have avowecT now ^ T ^ n i ^ w a s 
their programme : and, if it bad been car
ried out, you would have been without 
arms, without ships, without money, and 
with nothing but men when: this war 
broke out; and you may thankr your God, 
upon these Fair Grounds, and F thank 
11 im for you; that the war has been in
augurated under a more patriotic, as more 
high minded inarr than- John C. Breckin
ridge-ever was* or could be, unless his God 
should' make him over again; and God 
Almighty will never undertake such a 
job as that. (Laughter.)-

A great deal has been said, and they 
desire me to say a word or two upon the 
emancipation proclamation of the Presi
dent. Now, I set out by saying that I am 
a Southern man. As the Breckinridge 
papers in Pennsylvania, Delaware and.New 
Jersey, have stated that I am not I say 
plainly that I am a Southren man out and 
out, and have been mixed up with' the in 
stitution of slavery all my life, and never 
had any conscientious scrupled about it 
either. I stand before you to say that the 
proclamation, though it can have no im 
mediate effect at the South, because we 
cannot even enforce a revenue or postal 
law theie—but the proclamation I endorse. 
I am here to-day for the purpose of endor
sing Lincoln's emancipation proclamation, 
[applause,] for this reason—thnt it will 
unite the North; and you haven't been 
united and the rebels have; because the 
rebels have no principle at stake; and, 
when you put them to the wall, they in 
tended to have issued a proclamation of 
universal emancipation, and demanded the 
protection of England and France; and I 
am glad that Old Abe has taken the wind 
out of their sails. [Applause.] Slavery 
is a gone up institution. This war will 
make it so. There cannot be a man With 
a thimble full of brains [laughter] who 
don't know that it will pot down the in
stitution of slavery. That will go down. 
I can better illustrate it by giviug a homely 
anecdote lrom the West. Two of my 
neighbors went out hunting, and one of 
them took a dog; and be hadn't gone far 
when he found a skunk. He ran the 
skunk into a hollow log. He was igno
rant of the properties of the essence ped-
ler. He soon had to evacuate; The oth
er neighbor came up; and, from the state 
of the atmosphere, knew how matters 
stood. Said he. "Neighbor, have yon 
killed it V "Killed the devil 1 Let the 
d— d thing alone, and it will stink itself 
to death." [Laughter.] By the time 
this war is over, shivery will have stunk 
itself to death. 

Gentlemen, you have no conception, in 
this country, from all the newspaper read
ing, and other information you get—you 
still have no just conception of the hor
rors of this war down South. You are 
pursuing your avocations as usual 'Tis 
true you begin to realize that you lose your 
sons, and husbands, and friends; but, 
gentlemen, allow me to say to you, not by 
way of reproach, that it is an easy matter 
to live here in Michigan, and be a Union 
man; but I tell you it costs a man his 
nook, bis life, and his property, sod all, 
down South; and many men in my coun
try have been chained to a tree, stripped 

as naked as when they were born, sod 
whipped till they were bloody from tho 
crowns ot their headi to the soles of their 
feet. And many I could toll you of, that 
were shot down in their corn. fields, whilo 
at work picking corn in November, for re-* 
fusing to go into Jeff. Davis' army; Oth
ers they hung on trees. Others they 
turned out. of their homes; parties vtsiteov 
every Union county aad burned down 
houses and barns, only giving women aad-
childreri &&e to escape. And yet, I tell 
you, we have experienced all this and 
more in East Tennessee; snd yet, in that 
large portion of the State, there are five; 

to one Union men. And-let mo say to 
these clergymen that neither strife nor 
persecutions, nor principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor things to comev 
have been able to separate tho Unionists 
of East Tennessee from the love of God. 
and the Constitution. 

On the memorable 6th of December last, 
after having robbed our citizens, all over 
East Tennessee- let me astonish you whoa 
I tell you that they took 400,000 fat bogs 
from us, slaughtered and salted them down 
and are now living upon the meat, and: 
when that is exhausted, God; Almighty 
knows what they will do! I understand 
that!; with the meat they stole from us, 
they have hardly enough to live on, and 
they tie a atrip of fat to a split stick and* 
swallow it, draw it up and pass it round; 
and, ladies, you know they could not get 
much good of tho meat in that way.— 
[Laughter.] After they bad done all this, 
they appointed a military guard to seize 
our arms—our. guns, pistols and: dirks; 
and you can readily imagine how the 
Union men of East Teneasee, numbering, 
five to one, were overwhelmed by an army 
of 20,000 imported soldiers; snd,. you. 
know, in that condition, without arms, 
they were powerless. But, after they had 
failed to subdue us, they then threw us 
into prison, and the jails were full to over
flowing. 

and said .' "Mr. Brownlow, you are a pris
oner." He took me to the jail in Knox-
ville, where I bad lived for many years. 
When he opened that door to me. I. saw 
there the faces of one hundred, and fifty. 
Union men, and as God is my judge, we 
had neither tables nor chairs, block, or any 
other article of furniture, and had hardly 
room to staud up. Many of us were sick 
—some of us sick unto death—and I help
ed lay out some myself, on the cold floor 
of the prison. There were two old Bap
tist ministers who had prayed for the Pres
ident of the United States, and; that, was 
the. only charge the rebels brought against 
them. 1 found Methodist ministers, Pres
byterian ministers, lawyers, mechanics and 
planters. They surrounded me, gentle
men, and they rushed to me. Said they} 
"Brownlow, I am sorry they have sent you 
here; this is a hard place to live." Said 
I, "Gentlemen, dry up your tears; you 
are not degraded by this imprisonment; 
you are not here for committing any 
crime, for murder, stealing or counter
feiting." 

"What are you here for? I will tell 
you, you are here for defending the best 
government God ever vouchsafed to man. 
I am here for the same cause, and hero I 
will lie till I die of old age, or rot with 
disease before I will acknowledge their 
bogus Confederacy." 

The rebel General, Carroll, a few days 
afterward came into the jail elegantly 
dressed in his uniform He shook hands 
with me and asked me how I did. I told 
him "very well; that we hadn't enough 
to eat, aad no place to sleep except on tho 
bare floor, but I bad no complaint to 
make." "Well," said he, "Brownlow, 
this is no place for you." "Oh," said I, 
"I know that." "Now," said he, "this ia 
all d—d nonsense. I am here to ask you 
to go to the court house (where Judge 
Humphreys was holding the confederate 
court) and take the oath of allegiance.— 
Now come along, and get out of this d—d 
place, and I may promise you that your 
property and your family shall be safe'.** 
"Sir," said I, "your Judge has no author
ity to administer such an oath. Sir, you 
have uo government—you have organised 
nothing but a big Southern mob; and, 
before I will take an oath of allegiance to 
your infernal bogus government, I ! will see 
your confederacy in the infernal regions 
and you aad 1 on top of it forever and ev
er " [Applause.] "Well," said he, "that 
is d—d plain talk!" "Yes, sir," said I, 
''that's the way to talk in these revolu
tionary times, so we shall be understood." 

They had been in the habit of volun
teering from the prison; but, when \ got 
there I soon put a stop to that. A little 
private talk with the boys put them out of 
volunteering. 

They had a drum-head court martial, to 
fry us. None of us were ever before ft, 
either bv attonrney, or by friend, or in per
son. We never knew of oar trial till they 
brought our coffins to the door. One 
morning a great, coarse coffin, painted 
black, iu a cart, drove up before the door. 
We looked out at the window, through 
the iron grates, wondering" who It could 
, . : %&^&ri'm& in, bddrew he for. 


