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The Indian 3 nght and Wrong.
. ' s

ﬁ*"\\’n hn‘ld these truths to be lelf-qvhlent,
that ALL MEX are oreated el% unl; that. they
are endowed by their Creator with eartain’
unalienable rights; that among ‘these, nre!
LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAP-
mgnl:'n#"-])eclamtion of Indcpendonoe. Julx,d
4t

A HOWL FROM SODOM !

To the Hon Sec’y of the Interior,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:—We the underslgned set-
tlers residing in the vicinity of
Brainerd, Aitkin, Gull River and
Pillager, in the counties of Crow
Wing, Aitkin and Cass in the'
State of Minnesota, have suffered
long continuous loss, embarrass-

ment end danger from' the pres-
ence among us of large numbers
of Indians who belong on the res-
ervations set apart for them by the
Government, and who leave their
reservations by permission and
and through the encouragement
of the Government Indian agents
and come into our communities
and on our lands for the ostensi-
ble purpose of picking blueberries
and cranberries for the markets,

but who exchange a large part of
their earnings for whiskey, and
who by threats, many acts of
theft, and the occasional commiss-
ion of serious crimes, inaugurate
each season a period of terror, em-
barrassment and loss to the set-
tlers, which, besides the immedi-
ate loss and disquietude oceasion-
ed, depreciates the value of
property and greatly retards the
settlement and development of
this part of the country. In some
instances poor families have been
impoverished by the numerous
thefts and depredations of these
Indians who are especially ob-
streperous and thievish where set-

tlers are compelled to work away
from home to $ain means to keep
their families on their claims. The
United States law against selling
whiskey to Indians is practically
inoperative here, and although the
United States marshal has doubt-
less used due dilligence in arrest-

ing and prosecuting the violators
of the law, the Indians have but
little difficulty in procuring all the
whiskey they have the means and
inclination to pay for. We do not
believe it to be our duty to submit
to another period of Indian depre-
dations and terror, like the last
season has been, and we believe
that unless the reservation Indians
are kept upon their reservations
the coming season, there will he
serious trouble and bloodshed.

Many settlers have determined to
protect their homes and families
hereafter at all hazards, and the
object of this petition is to avert
the threatened trouble. We there-
for respectfully petition you to
cause an order to be issued to the
Indian agents to restrain all Indi-
ans under their charge from ma-
king further incursions into our
settlements.’

The above appeared in the last
issue of the ‘Brainerd Journal,’
and it is high time that some ac-
tion should be taken by the Brai-
nerd people to eradicate from their
midst the evils of which they com-
plain, and aléo many others that
exist thereabouts. They can justs
ly complain that the liwlessness,
not alone oécasiagied by the pres-
ence of the drunken Indians but
by that scum of degradation, the
renegade whites who infest and
make up a part of Brainerd’s pop:
tlation} and it is owing greatly
to the latter affliction that the des
preciation in value of its property
exi¥ts, and the ¥easons why law=
ubiding citizens object t6 loeating
in or about Brainerd! If order to
aceomplish what they desise the
Braineid people should pay strictes
attention ift their selection of mu-

nicipal oﬁeers than they have

doﬁé‘&iﬁ
ces could be selated w‘h_j pixt
mclpal officers have man el
hrqad ‘disposition to rende:g“'
hvé the efforts of U. S, oﬁ.’i;
secure the arrest of men. whb
charged with selling wlup
the Indians. ,
In addition to this,, sn' :
local newspaper by thei
criticism of those who- ha
ducted the prosecution of th
of oﬁ'enders ‘against Ini
Laws has greatly tende
courage the lawlessneas complai
of. Thére‘lé'ﬁii%bd: that’,

ans get all the whiskey they _want-. !

at Brainerd. But we reject as
having no foundation the proposi-
tion that they (Indians) have com-
mitted any ‘‘acts of violence or

depredations’” against any of the|

white settlers in the vicinity of

Brainerd, or any of the towns|

named in the above petition.

The Indians bring annually to

Brainerd, from six to ten thous-
and dollars, and the only complaint
that could reasonably be made
against them is that they get all
the whiskey they want, and this
results in the trouble which is
caused to men who are arrested
for selling it to them.

In relation to the ‘petition,
agent T. J. Sheehan states that
the Interior department has long
since issued orders to him, such as
are asked for by the Brainerd peo-
ple, and while he had done all in
his power to keep the Indians un.
der his charge on their reserva-
tions, he found it both impossible
and impracticable to do so.

Apropos of this, we wish to gay

that Indikns have rghts which

should be respected, and do not be-
lieve that it is the intention of the
law to keep them in bondage as it
were, upon their reservations.
Ther are ameniable to state laws
whenever they are off of their
reservations, and if they commit

depredations they should be ar-
rested and punished accordingly.

should settlers along the frontier
do as intimated in the above peti-
tion, and undertake to deal with
the Indians regardless of Law:we
do not hesitate to say that there
will certainly be trouble if*not
bloodshed !

The Chippewa Indians have ever
been friendly to their white neigh-
bors and patriotically loyal to the
Government, neither have they
ever spilled one drop of white
blood, save that which the *zules
of warfare admits to the soldier,
when-many of them wers doing
duby in the loyal ranks of the Un-
ion army, and for this if nothing
more they are entitled to more fa-
vorable considerations than they
are receiving at the hands of tlm:r
white neighbors.

‘Let the municipal authorities in
the vicinity of Indian reservations
take such action as will tend tosup-
press the sale of whiskey to the
Indiang and we venture to Bay
that there will be no occasion for
complaints against the I‘n.dim.

—
- Annouitceinent!

We Woul& call the a{-.tentmn of
our ¥eaders to the announcement
of the Pioneer Press which appears
in the tolurins of this week’s issue.
We consider the Pionser Press the

leading paper of the North""'estr,

and oxné of the ablest and

liable pubhsheﬂ in the U
States. Y
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Indmn, to can be easxly ta.ught.
tnre ingenuity is, in many cases,
x than that of the average white
_J"’ e would readily acquire some
I trade, which, with the govern-
i aid given him at the atau-t, would
mder him self-supporting There
_ ways been a great deal too much
Atiment mixed up with the consid-
ion of the Tndian question. Now
t be viewed with a little common
I -:.-—Globe, St. Paul.
¢ he Globe often enters in the
ilizing  arena’’ and whacks
f at the ‘Indian problem,’ and
_us' _a.lly makes some credita-
> hits,  Tn its issiie of ‘the Tth
inst. it bases an editorial on the
labor-ing sentiment of Gen. Rug-
ger from which we quote its most
potent feature, which, by the way,
is seasonably sensible, and the only
practical way by which the Indi.
an problem can ever be permanent-
ly and satisfactorily settled, and
that is, with fair-dealing, due res-
pect to stipulated obiiga.tions, and
i judicious sprinkling of the time-
Iy admonition of a *‘little common
sense 2
Sentnnental and theoretical
v“lews and hobbies like physics,
should be ““thrown to the dogs.”
Let the manner and system of
treating and governing Indians
and Indian reservations be con-
signed to the care and leadership
of experienced ability, by this we
do not mean political or religious
preference or supremacy, but in
the hands of worthy persons who
know and understand the customs
and habits of the Indians, this,
with the proper observance of the
Laws of Congress tending to the
encouragement and protection of
the Indian and his rights, etc., the
Ojibway Indians would soon cease
to be charges of the Government,
and the bughear known as the In-
dian problem, in the State of Min-
nesota would be solved forever.

But as long as the Indian and
his destiny are surrounded and
hampered as they have been in the
past and are to-day, by the wishy-
wéshy-nancy-pringle hobbies ' of
theoretical sentimentalists, intro-
duced by cranks of all denomina-
tions, and vigorously advocated by
inexperienced officials imported
from Dan and Bersheba, let it not
be wondered at if we tell you that
under guch a regimen, the Indian
problem in twenty years hence,
will be no nearer a permanent so-
lution than it is to-day !

It is no use talking, unless some
““little common sense’’ is infused
in the veins of this emaciated civ-
ilizing business, well-meaning
philantrophists may talk them-
selves hoarse, and sypathetic edit-
ors stir np the injinus fertility of
their faculties to their utmost, one
cannot do what it were impossible
to do; ‘‘evil company ocorrupts
good miorals,”” and that applies
itself to the Indian as well as the
white man. ~ And whet the Law
of Congress says that ‘‘the prfer-
ence of employment BHALL BE giv-

en t0 the Indians when capable,”
it poEs Nor mean that the white

man will have, occupy and hold
all the fat offices, occupy the softs
est positions and the unlimited
privileges of securing all the cash
nioney appropriated by Congress

t0 conduct reservation affairs, and
* | that the educated Indian should be

satasﬁed to saw wood ha.ul water ca]i-ﬁy.-‘_and_did not desire to dis-

and swab out splttoons only ! Not
any, ﬂ:e.peOPIe of this reservation

of that wise and well-meanmg m-
junction 1mphes. -
Work ? Of course the Indmn

will work but as it has been--—ns_
it is to- day—there is no permanent

guarantee of a recompense assured
to him that he can rely upon ! He
feels that he hasno right that the
Government officials are bound to|
respect; he has no positive guar-
antee to the land whereon rests

worked faithfully and earnestly at
the instance of Government offi-
cials, and the ‘“laborer’s hire” to
the amount of hundreds and
thousands of dollars is still forth-
coming to them, and bids fair to
be so indeffinitely. Though Con-
gress has repeatedly enacted Laws
for the protection and encourage-
ment of his efforts towards self-
support, so-called “rules and reg-
ulations” ever crowds him aside
and prestige bows to denomina-
tional and political favoriteism.

to consideration, it were not diffi-
cult to arrive at a satisfactory

dees not get along as prosperously
successful as he is expected to, un-

der such circumstances we ques-
tion whether the most enlightened

community on the face of the
globe could prosper ?

“Now let it be viewed with a
little common sénse,”’ give them
the satisfactory guarantee of the
American citizen to his home and
possessions, let all future obliga-
tions be promptly honored, extend
to him the equal protection of the
Law, and whatever that law says
IS HIS LET IT BE HIS, AND HIS ONLY;
allow him the responsibility of 4
VOICE in the management of his
affairs, this, with fair dealing
would very soon add these ‘way-
ward wards’ to the rapidly increas-
ing rolls of Minnesota’s loyal Cit-
izens.

Minnesota’s Coal Fields.

Since the incorporation of the
Duluth, Rainy Lake & S. W. R’y,
and the framing of a bill asking
Congress for a right-of-way across
the Red Lake Indian reservation,
it has been discovered that there
is some very rich country in that
portion of Minnesota. From the
eagerness which is exhibited for
the construction of the road, it is
believed that it will cross valuable
coal and iron fields, which are
now kept from being developed
from the fact that they are on the
reservation. If there are coal fields

soon for the benefit of Northwest-
ern Minnesota.—News, R. L. Falls.

While the Northwestern treaty
commission was treating with the
Red Lade Indians last year, there
was much opposition among some
of the latter against ceding a cer-
tain portion of their reservation,
which is barren of timber and un-
fit for agricultural purposes, that
an inquiry was madeé by certain
mixed-bloods as to the reasons for
such strong objections to the cess-
ion of a seemingly worthless por-
tion of the reserve, and it was
learned that the Indians knew of
the efistence of coal in that lo-

don’t see’it in that light, no more
than the Anglo-Saxon deffinition |

When one takes these facts in-

conclusion as to why the Indian |

there, they cannot be opened to|

posé of it. ,,.s. 8b.

‘We heard years aggof ﬂle exlst-

ence of coal on the Red Lake- res
and we have no* ‘doubt that the
pro;eoted raiiroad referred to wil

develop some nch eoal and n'o‘ :

fields.

h;g,home,, and_thera are. sever&l._,_....~_,...-.._,...=._....,.\__,
instances ham, where Indians have | '
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First-class in every respect; the hest
of accommodation for transient
travel. :

Compotent muae-

Provided for tourists wishing to visit
the Sources of the Father of Wa-
ters,the Mississippi, Red river
and the numerous Fishing
and Hunting grounds.
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-

és.

Hardware,

WHITE EARTH, MIxx.

s

£ & FAIRBANKS & BRO.,

(+]

Groceries
Implements aud Lnmbermen's Snppls

—GENERAL DEALERS IN —

ming

Far

Dry Goods,

 Con. LAKESIDE AVE. axp SELKIRK STREET,

PR e et R




