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AN ORKNEY LEGEND.^ f T 

The Strange, Weird Tale Told by an Honest 
Native of Knu*»y, 

But lor the adventurous there is hope 
still. Somewhere near Euhallow there 
lies anothci island, unseen of men foi 
moie veats than can be reckoned. This 
is the storv of its last appearance, as 
told by a n. ithe of Rousay—one whe 
has seen the fairies, and ho.ud the wild, 
sti ange music of the sea folk: 

One da>, very many years ago, a 
young g i i l went up to the hill opposite 
En hallow to cut peats. Her day's 
woik done, she was testing on the 
lioathei, when a stianga man came up 
to her. After a little talk he asked he* 
to go with him, and, though she refused 
at hrst, he gained such power over her 
that he made her come. When night 
came and she did not return, her peo
ple became alaimed and s e t o n t t o seek 
for her. High and low the whole island 
was seaiched, but no trace was found 
of the missing maiden. The wonder 
passed away and matters fell, back in
to their old course. Some time aftei 
this the father and brothers of the lost 
gii 1 went out to fish. They vvcie soiue-
what to the west of En hallow, when a 
thick fog fell on the sea—so thick they 
could not tell where they were. At 
last their boat touched land, and on 
going ashore they found themselves, as 
they thought, upon Enhallow. Going 
a little further, however, they found 
they were on another island, for they 
saw a big house before them. On com
ing up to this house they found, to their 
surprise, none other than their lost 
daughter and sister in the person of the 
"good wife." She took them in and 
gave them food, and told them she \yas 
m a n led to a "seaman" and living with 
him here. As they were sitting, the 
doov opened and "a gi eat brown wisp" 
came lol l ing in and went "ben." (A 
"wisp" is a huge ball of twisted heather 
rope, which is used in Oikney for 
thatching pm poses ) In a few min
utes a handsome young man came 
••but." He was intioduced as the hus
band of the j o u n g woman, and wel
comed her friends very kmdl \ . Two 
moie wisps came in while thev waited, 
and fiom each of them came forth a 
swam an, who ha* been out fishing. 
When the men had to l ea ie the house* 
the father asked lus daughter to return 
to Rousay with him, but she 1 efused, 
saving she was too happ} with her hus-
b m d to leave him. She g.ive he 
father, howe\er, a knife, and told him 
while he kept it his fishing would never 
fail, and he would be able to visit het 
whenever he wished. After a tender 
faiewell, the Rousay men pushed off; 
but the old man let the knife slip and 
tall into the sea. In a moment the 
boat touched land in Rous 13, but the 
island and its mistiess have ne \er since 
been seen.—Chambers' Journal. 

A ZIGZAG CONUNDRUM. 
The Australian lSuotneran? a Puzzle to 

Scientific Men. 

Scientists have in vain studied the 
boomeiang to discover the secret of its 
curious flight It is ag unst all laws of 
giavitation that an object hui led into 
space should return to the same spot 
from which it was cast, as it is impos
sible to explain the eccentric action of 
a curved ball. The boomerang is all 
tho moie m irvelotm when we consider 
that the savages ot Austiaiia weie fiist 
to Use it and to apply the peculiar 
piopeities of its form. 

A Geim m scientist found that there 
w e i e l a i g e r and smil ler boomer nig*. 
T h c l a i g e i ones aie slendei OICM cuts, 
plain on the lower side, louuded on 
top, pointed at each end and sharpened 
toward the edges, The lower end iy 
cross-gioov ed to aid in holding it. The 
cat ef ul manner in which the s ivages 
manipulated the weapon, trying its 
shape, testing its qualities and scraping 
it down, is significant of the impoitanee 
they attach to its having exactly the 
right curvature. The wood of whit h the 
insLiumeutismadc is an extiaoidinati lj 
h t w j Australia^ hon-wood, and the 
only tools iHed in making it are sha ip 
atones and pieces of glass. The smaller 
boomeiangs are bent at an angle of 
f o i t \ - h \ e degrees, but are in other le-
spects conformed to the larger ones |" * 

An exhibition of boonieiang-chrow-
ing re\ealed a degiee of strength in 
the natives which was in astonishing 
contrast with the thinness of their 
founs. Thej took the weapon in theii 
right hand, with the flat side down
ward and the concave side forward, 
and with a 1 un and a shout, threw it 
by a short jerk about one hundred 
yards up into the air. It flew away in 
a straight line, then turned to the 
left, and returned in a curved line 
ba< k to the thrower, whirling around 
c o n s t a n t l y a n d w h i z z i n g u n p l e a s a n t l y . 

The curve which the weapon de-
sciibes in its return is not a screw-line 
or a spiral, but is more like a figure 8. 
The savages seemed able to control 
their instrument, even when wind in
terfered £0 complicate its course. Once 
thv piojecttlt* \»ent astiay. anil coming 
in contact with .1 gentleman's hat ciit 
it off as cleanly as a razoi would/luue* 
done, —d'opulur Science Monthly. 

chief, to^ maintain gootl order, t o havle' 
things quiet, to enable the children^to 
study. We say, and say rightly, that 
there can not be a good school without 
good discipline. We do not, however, 
emphasize as we should the fact that 
the discipline of the school, when 
rightly done, is as vital to the future 
good of the child as the lessons he 
learns. Discipline of the right kind 
is as good mental training as arith
metic. It is not of the right kind un
less it requires intellectual effort, men
tal conquests. The experienced expert, 
l e f e n e d to above, was led to make the 
remaik to us by seeing a girl give way 
to the "sulks." "That makes insane 
women," she remarked, and told the 
story of a woman in an asylum, who 
used to sulk until she became desper
ate, and the expert said: "You must 
stop it; you must control yourself." 
To which the insane woman replied: 
"The time to say that was when I was 
a girl. I never controlled myself when 
I was well , and now I can noU " The 
teacher has a wider responsibility, a 
weightier disciplinary duty than she 
suspects. The pupils are not only to 
be controlled, but they must be taught 
to contiol themselves absolutely, hon
estly, completely.—Journal of Educa
tion. 

H O N E S T S E L F - C O N T R O L 

A Weighty Hat; Often Neglected Dlscipl 
aryi Duty of Teacher*. 

An expert and experienced official 
an insane asylum said to us a littli 
time since that these institutions at 
filled with people who have given 1 
to their feelings, and that no one 
quite safe from an insane asylum w 
allows himself to give up to his f© 
ings. The importance of this fact 
altogether too little apprechtted, esj 
cially by teachers. We are alwa! 
talking about the negative virtues 
discipline, but w e rarely speak of tl 
positive virtues We discipline , ^ | B : 

President at Washington, and present 
e d to him a memorial in favor of "ar-

K 1^* w ^ * ^ s JCJKL ,«^n»**onlnpQlitie»l djflcicmes, when 
sehooteto keep the children from 4 & | ^fplomatte ageucy has failed to settle 
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VALUE OF PARROTS. 
T h e Pr ioes Asked and Obtained for Well* 

E d u c a t e d , Talkat ive Birds . 

That chattering genius of the bird 
tribe vulgarly known as the poll-par
rot is creating something of a financial 
sensation among fanciers, who find 
more customers than parrots, but who 
are timid about holding their prizes at 
'•uch prices as now orevail, for fear 
th tt a West India or S mth American 
fleet m i y a t a n v moment overstock 
themaiket . "Sura enoiurh, there*s a 
boom in pairots ," said a N . n t h street 
dealer, "and we are gett ing high 
puces for the biids on hand, especial 
Iv for Biazihan pets that can talk. 
The other day we sold a bird for $150. 
iud we hold this o i e in tho cage here 
(pointing to a fine specimen on a 
peic i IVMI- b ) at $125. 

"These are, unusual figures,then?" 
• Oil, yes. We sold the $150 parrot 

partly on its merits and partly bo-
cause it born a s rong resemblance to 
I he recently-deceased pet of an old 
lady on S »r|ng Girden street, who 
was as fond of her bird as though it 
had been her daughter. But it wa,s a 
Iniijht pauot , could whistle like a 
flute, and kn n w half a dozen such 
iin-s as 'Comin' Thro' the Rye,' 
Y mkee Doodle,' »Over the Fence Is 

Out ' and -The Old Mvn'«* Drunk 
A g o n . ' a he latter tune it learned 
fi< m its last mistress, along with sun
dry profa ie expressions which cut 
down its value at least $50. A par
rot that would spit out half a dozen 
runes wiihont a cuss word, say 

Good n ght' and 4G >od morning' at 
•ho pio ior limtw. and would not tight 
with the house cat, would, in the 
01 es-nt condition of the maiket, fetch 
$250." * v 

• 1̂ . the parrot m irket cornered'" 
• Oil. no. Thai was tried once, and a 

New York firm bousrht up all the 
1 dking pairots in the country quietly, 
at fail prices, an I waited for a big 
1 aise. Just as the c >rncr was about 
10 succtcd two vessels sailed into 
New York h u b o r with several hun
dred birds on board, and the pool 
Has hiokeit. the syndicate loosing 
ovei $100,000 on the deal ." > * 

• But that was not s 1 queer tts the 
bad luck of a captain who b< u«»ht over 
a bundled or more parrots in 1884 H J 
h f R o about two months before the 
Ptcsidcntial election. The captain was 
sure of Blaine's election, and thought 
that he would make a 'spec* b\ teach
ing tho birds to say 'Hurrah for 
Blaine.' The sailors were busy durin^ 
the entire \ oyage instructing the birds 
in this single s«ntence. When the 
vessel a r m e d C eveland had baen 
' l e c t 4 ' t e $ l¥ P*1"'"^didn't pay first 
c o s l . " ^ £ # £ i j j 

"What are prevailing prices now?" 
"Well Cuban parrots sod for $5 to 

§15. and Biaz ban pairots from $20 to 
$125 These are double the juices 
which have been prevailing. Tins re
sult is due to a limit»d supply and a 
bri'k denvtnd. Parrots are syeat p e t s 
1 nd an old lady the other d iv bought 
a n o l d p u r o fr »m us for $10 which 
we had ab tut msde up our minds to 

ive aw a*, just because the biid look-*! 
like one which she had owned for 
< -ars a i d which h id j ibt dioJ."— 
rhiLuuq phia liecurd. ^ j 

BETTER THAN W A R J » 
Tfce Se t t l ement or International Vompll ' 

cations by Court* of Arbitration 
A delegation of piomfnent English* 

men, representing two hundred anil 
thirty-five members of the House of 
CommoHls, has recently visited thi* 
country on an errand of peace. Among 
the delegates were several members oi 
Parliament, and at their he id was Sir 
k j o n Playfair. who has several times 
sat in the English Ministry. J p T g ^ 

This delegation waited inwnTtlie 

e H ^ i f f e r e n e e s ^ Sir Lyon Plavfair 
Remarked that the times are favorable 
Wsucli a couise, since "the whole world 
is Mai tied at the new aspect of war, 
which the p iog iess of science is making 
a huge engine for tho butchery of men 
and the wanton waste of property." 
He added, the start l ing fact, that din injj 
the last t enyea ih the cost of maintain
ing Europeon aunies has ineieased at 
least twenty-live per rent. A -

The Pi esident responded m a sympa
thetic manner, and expiessed the hope 
that arbitration might one day be 
generally adopted. 

It is fitting that such a subject should 
be taken up by the two great Anglo-
Saxon powers, and th \t an effort should 
be made by enlightened nations tc 
devise a peaceful method of settling 
the disputes which are constantly aris
ing between foimidablc poweis. 

The most striking ex imple ever set 
in this direction was that of the Uniter 
States and England, when they agieeo 
that the claims for the depred ttions ol 
the privateer Alabama and other Con
federate ciuisers should be submitted 
to a court of arbitration, with author 
itv not merely tode te imine how much 
was due to this comit iy by Great Bi i t 
ain, but to decide if any thing was due. 
Thus it was commissionel to sit ii 
judgment upon the conduct of a pioud 
and independent government. That 
subject had long threatened to bring 
about a war between the^ two dtuntr.es; 
but when the arbitration was agreed to, 
and the eoiut at GeneA a adjudged that 
England should pay the United States 
fifteen and one half millions of dollar* 
for the damage done by the Alabama 
and other vessels, the decision wa« 
promptlyaequieseed in . and the money 
was paid over without a murmur. 

One of the great obstacles in the way 
of the adoption of arbitration for the 
settlement of international quarrels is, 
that no nation is wil l ing to submit a 
question in which its " h o n o r " is con-
cei ned tr» such a court. It is still the 
pievail ing doctune, that if a nation 
has been " insu l t ed" by anothei, the 
shedding of blood can alone preserve 
its* honor. It is to a large degree owing 
to this feeling that all Europe is to
day burdened with enormous mili
tary armaments, and that treasuries 
and the pockets of the people are being 
drained to support them 

One strong argument, however, in 
favor of arbitration is. that wars very 
rarely settle the disputes which have 
provoked them. Thousands of men 
are slaughtered; millions of money are 
squandered; territories are desolated; 
industiies are ruined; and vet at the 
end of it all, the seed of future quar
rels and futuie wars lem.un. Two 
bundled yea i s ago, a Fiench king 
seized and added a Get man province 
to hts realm. The Geimans weie not, 
however, made eon tent to lose it b} 
defeat; and in 1870, thej rose up and 
took the province back by foice. With 
this again, the French are not satisfied, 
and are at this day watching their op
portunity to reconquer the province. 

Many more examples might be taken 
from history to show how useless even 
long and bloody wars aie to biing 
about .̂firial settlements between na
tions. The history of peaceful settle
ments, on the other hand, by diplomacy 
or by reference to a court of arbitra
tion, shows that disputes which aio 
brought to an end in this way usually 
eutix*ely disappear. I t niaj be that 
wsrs in defense of national honor ma} 
cease to be waged, just as due l ing 
to satisfy the honor of individu ils, ha-
ceased to be practiced, to a huge de
gree, in England and America. Arbi
tration, if it could be .ulopted. would 
be an unspeakable blessing to all tin 
world; and the example of England 
and the United States, settling then 
ditteiences in this way, may lesult in 
great good to all the work\t—Youl/tU 
Compamon.gii4
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T H E GREAT j y * 

Reservatio N, 
i f f S ^ A N D 

MIKK RIVER VAL'EY 
OF^ MONTANA 

Have juat been opened for Settle
ment to the Homeseeker. You 
have a right to a Homestead under 
your government rights. Why 
not use it before it is too late ? 
Land all free to settlers, and is the 
only part of% the United- States 
where free land suitable for stock 
and grain raising can be taken at 
or near stations on the line of a 
railroad. You can take your choice 
from level valley lands or gently 
rolling bench land. Soil very 
rich, and produces all grains and 
vegetables without irrigation. Cli
mate delightful, being made very 
mild in winter by warm Chinooks 
from the Pacific ocean, Timber, 
water and coal in abundance. 
Cheap land seekers' and settlers' 
tickets. Buy tickets to Glasgow, 
Chinook (Dawes), Benton, Greal 
Falls, Helena and Butte. » Plenty 
government land near those points 
For further information see the 
new pamphlet, *'The Great Reser
vation" maps, etc., apply to F. I. 
WHITNEY, General Pass, and Tick 
et Agent, St. P., M. & M. R'y 
St. Paul, Mmn. 
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Hardware 

Car-oads of New Goods Arriving Every Day. 

WHITE EARTH AGENCY, 

Ccme Early. 

MINK. 

ROBERT FAIRBANKS, 
L I C E N S E D T R A D E R . 
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J OHN*U EERE r LOWS, 
HARROWS AND ;.CULTIVATORS. 
CARTRIDGES AND GUN SUPPLIES. FISHING TACKLSHte. 

25m2 $(§? Mail Orders will Reetiue Prompt Attmtion. 


