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vessels, arriving and departing, has decreased: |'

This is what has alarmed, and justly alarmed, .
the people of New Orleans. The ery is, *“ what |
is the matter 7 Here is deeline where there ought

to be I'(I!)l‘l?«!, \'i:l_l"n}l'l_!'(l'i l!.l'i-illh. [ll-!‘}]c{iun where we |

is 1t that has brought our city to this state of de- l
cline 7 It appears to me that a satisfactory an- |
swer to this question is a necessary pgeliminary to |
the treatment of the case, to the application of |
remedies. |
It is in the domestie trade I apprehend that the |
_fnllin;_; off his taken place, or rather I should say

(other end of its valley, and on the eastern side, |

Te add to the deleterious effects upon New Or-
leans of this sapping of the Mississippi river at the

are the bars at the balize, and the influenee which
the depth of water there exercises the baneful in-

whole economy of the ships that ave built for the
New Orleans trade.

It is bad for owners to be compelled to buildf
ships that will nat answer equally well for all
trades. The best carriers, therefore, cannot come |
to New Orleans. If they could New Orleans
would soon find her icerchants shipping the pro-

Political circulars or public addresses for the benefit | 10 18 i export trade by sea, whether domestic or |duce that lines the levee, direet to its foreign port

of individuals will be charged as advertisements.

foreign, and not in the imports by sea, where the

of destination, wherever that may be. As it is, |

On yearly advertisements, a liberal discount will be deeline is, and if a decline in the quantity of pro- |the ingenuity of ship builders has contrived peca-
made.  The privilege of yearly advertisers will be lim-' duce going out of the mouth of the Mississippi liar modes for cotton ships—these are immense

ited to their own immediate business; advertisements
gent in by them embracing other matter, will be charg-
ed for by the square.
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Letter from Lieut. F. M. Maury,
NEW ORLEANS RAIL-ROAD CONVETION.

NatioNat OnsgrvATORY, )
Waskington, December 16, 1851,

GestieMeN @ I am receipt of your esteemed fa-
vor informing me of the Railroad Convention to
be held in New Orleans on the 1st Monday in Jan-
uary aext, and inviting me to be present, and
“ address the Convention upon the Southern and
Western commerce, the home and foreign trade
as they are influenced by facilities of intercourse
and communication, by railroad or otherwise ;
to prepure a report upon the sulject to be
before the Convention and placed amony the doc-
uments. "

My official engagements put it out of my power
to attend, and 1 regret exceedingly that present
active calls upon my attention will not at this late
day allow me to give as much time to the consid-
eration of the vast subjects which are about to
oceupy the attention of the conventien then
importance deserves.

or

re d--‘.

have taken place, why of course a decline in the
quantity delivered at New Orleans from the upper |
country has preceded. [

To satisfy gentlemen as to the correctness of
these views, | am enabled by the politeness of the
commissioner of customs who has obligingly fur-
nished it, to quote the following tabular statement
of the gross revenue colleeted at New Orleans for
the last five years :

|
GROSS RECEIPTS FROM CUSTOMS,

Cincinnati. S Louia.

1843 1.6 31,792 M MLST1 69
1844 | B 3b, 471 49 b, 615 35
1819 1.594,742 27 11,550 G5 vi, 304 04 26,661 26
1550 1,924,095 41 133 838 T6 1EZ 914 91 DU ()
15851 2 MG GG U8 H9,157 16 211,526 19 61,795 37

The revenue collected at Cincinnati, St. Louis
and Louisville, and other ports similarly sitnated,
was derived, says he, from importations of foreign
merchandize, via. New Orleans.

The importation of Coffee free at New Orleans
does not appear in this statement.

The returns since July 1st, 1851, compare fa-
vorably with last year up to the present date.

There ure other places in the valley where du-
ties are collected also, but this table shows a recu-
lar, steady and business like inerease in the direet
import:itions ol foreign merthandize into the Mis-
sissippi valley by way of New Orleans. The du-
ties upon it have increasel during the five years
endine with the 30th of June last, in round num-
from 1,715 00, to 52,722,00, or at
we rnge rate of nearly twelve per cent. per annum

!,l rs=,

assorted CATZO CArTICYS,

llh' cannot

earries and can take cotton to England at rates
which a few years ago would have been considered
ruinous to owners.

These vessels being once loaded and over the
bar inte blue water, will take cotton to Li\'c.'l"!u'mi
nearly as cheap as they will to New York or Bos-
ton. The voyage is short and perhaps the chance
for return cargos are better in Liverpool, there-
fore llil'}' go direet. Moreover, the Ciillit;di:\"h a-
mong you, gentlemen, have not sought sufficiently
to stimulate by your enterprize, lines of ]l:u.'L‘r:t::.
steamers, and traders from New Orleans, and thus
to extend her eommereial relations by sea and
make them equal to the resources of the back
country. Morcover, our laws with regard to trade
with the Spauish West India Islands are exceed-
ingly prejudicial to Southern interests, and indeed
the interests of the whole country. The ol
1834, with regardto the subject ought never to
have existed. It cannot be too sc_mn'_1'.-11'.--.nfml,

In thesefacts and eircumstances, and in this

acl

view of i]ll.'lll. we can see the u]'i-l‘:lﬁu-u Ol certam
causes which tend to inerease the foreign cxport

tride, and of others to deerease it.

These cotton ships are not good provision and
The L‘“iilu-:'s are for that.
The new models beat steam. One of them—the
“Flying Cloud ""—has been known to sail 400
Spanish miles in one day, and upwards of 1100
miles in three consecutive days.

These ships
to New*Orleans,

come The bar will not

let them, and one of them can go to California

r : Now the reason that the export sea trade of and return while a ecotton drager is getting around

Most of the railroads run across the ":'I_'-.'"““ antdl New Orleans has decreased, and its foreien im- | Cape Horn. Therefore it is in vain for New Or-

"-_-:“ from I‘:L]]»-}' o \'1!”!'_\', In one Sense, one naviys ; ot tr -E. 1T ;‘\q_.l_ 1[‘ fr;;l‘-_'kl !_J:Li‘l\ 1o I.‘.l'.‘-f.[‘l':.ll"i' ]i"l;l" | €1 ] i'Xll!'(‘i Loy l’u'!'l' l'rZH“' ill ]"Trl.'i;'ll colnmerce

gable water courses may be considered asinclined ples will be found do pending for an explanation  with other cities, when the obstructions to her

plancs, and the river eraft as gravity cars which, ;i]---:i the ratlroads which have erossed thie moun- | navigation must keep the ships employed in it,

tzking advantages of a physieal principle, convey  tains from the east to sap your valley, upon the | behind the times. Besides, the winds are such

pru tuce to market at a che 1p rale along the i!l:} rovements of ocean navigation, uml.:-hip build- | that a vessel bound from New Orleans to Brazil

cents of the eountry.  Hence the very ing in other parts of the country, which have or California has to go out of the Gulf into the

g e =l improvement svs- | gpened new mouths for the l.s'-s-.lu\-;- of the Missis- | Gull steam and thew steer North @il she reaches

H =1 : Vigabie TIVOTE eF dppt valley on the one hand, and upon the ob- the parallel of 55 degs. or 40 degs., so that it is

i Kl ructions to navigation at the mouth of the Mis- not greatly cut of her way to touch at New York,

i ssippt river, which have choked wp old channels | and if by touching her eargo can be transferred

FUeLion v the other. to a swifter ship, ime will be saved and money

v make that rule ceneral In consequence of the three first of these a | gained, and therefore she touches. Hence, most

i the land suceessfully eom- puncinality and a certainty have been given to|of the trade with California in produce of the Mis-

Juste it ctation of merchandize, with commercial transactions which as before stated, |sissippi valley is carricd on by the way of New

e g waler 7 have broken up almost entirely these transactions | York, on account of the dull sailing qualities

Fhits s juestions which will no doubt ywhich were formerly known as ** commereial spe- | which the bar at the mouth of the .\Iis;iwi”'i im-
command the deltberation of the Convention.- . s, ¥ =

[ts members will be far better able to judze than

I am, whether the condition of your part of the
country be =uch that railwavs may run alony
parallel with your magmsicent water courses and

live.

But in eonsidering i, it shonld not be forzotten
that this 1s an ave of advancement and improvs
ment. sand
and the world believed, that the power of
could not compete with the free winds of heaven
in luru-Iu-iliu; vessels to and fro across the oce
and 1 am not }»n-p;:n-ll to say that railways may
not compete with the Mississippi, in the transpor-
tation of merchandize as well as of travellers.

It was but a few yeéars ngo that it was

sieam

Times have greatly changed. You all ean re-
eollect, gentlemen, when the price of cotton de-
pended upon w hich way the wind blew. If eas-
terly winds prevailed so as to prevent the arrival
of the cotton fleet in Liverpool, up went the sta-
ple. Some swift-footed packet was despatched
over with the intelligence ; and he who could out-
ride the mail and reach your markets first, made
his fortune. But steam and the telegraph have
done away with this. There is no more room for
that sort of enterprise, as it used to be ealled. —
New York and New Orleans, with the forked ton-
gua of the lightning, now talk daily together a-
bout the price of cotton and everything else ; and
there is no more chance for the merchant to dis-
])lt:f’ his enterprize by getting control of private
and peculiar sources of information. All informa-
tion now as to the state of markets is common.

Salem once had command of the sea trade.—
Her merchants, ascertaining that the stocks on
hand were small, and the sources of immediate
supply scanty, would club together and buy up
for speculation all the tea in the country. _

But note a ecargo of tea arrives; the fact is
known. The telegraph may pass the word fore
and aft through every State, and ask who wants ?

If Salem merchants may demand one farthing
more than those of New York were willing to
face, the telegraph would give the order to New
York. And so with every article known to com-
merce,

Southern and Western merchants now, by rea-
son of steam and lightning, can stay at home,
send out orders and get from France and England
their snpplies much sooner than a few years ago,
they could get them from Baltimore, New York
or Philadelphia, after having gone there to order
them. The consequence is, that Southern and |
Western merchants do this ; and there are now
in that section of the country, houses engaged in
transporting direct from abroud,

The faet is, the producer and consumer are
much nearer together than they used to be. Con-
sequently the faetor does not not keep the lurge
stocks of former times on d.  He draws from
t'h‘: :\\Jul'l.:t‘.'- _"" "I:.' ' juo il lJi'lllltii' illu
channels of der shiecked or free.

Thus the cl peculation are small, and
profite are brou town to the smallest figure.

All these cireumstances bave impressed them- |

Punetuality in filling ovders and delivering oods
where they are required is now

: vital principle to |1
i |
W Lo =0T commerce. i)""lll' I's i_‘.l'-:! ’ZH_'."!-*‘ are |t
broneht down to the smallest marein for commis-
n= and profits. Merchants will tell vou that
profis now consist in parings made b
tng, a little here and a little there ; therefore, to
have the handling of the produce of the Missts-

<ippi valley on its way to market, is profits.
Henee, all that produce which used to be ship-

wd from New Orlesns to New York, and then

re-shipped thence for European markets, and all

that foreien merchandize which used to be impor-
ted into New

York, and sent thenece to New Opr-
leans, is beginning to go and come direct to New
Orleans, in order to save the 1:‘;-!1’-i1ii-mi-ul, Ma-
ny of the agencies that used to be employed be-
tween the producer and consumer, have been
stricken down by the lichtning ; and the tenden-
cy of steam and the telegraphis to bring the pro-
ducer and consumer more and more into direet in-
tereourse.

In evidence of this we may point to the impor- |
ting houses that are springing up in the cities of
your great valley, in St. Louis, for example : there
the wholesale merchants do not, as formerly, buy
of the eastern importer, and of course pay him
his fees, commissions and profits, but they are
beginning now to go dircet to the foreign producer,
as the eastern illl]ﬂ.‘l‘f{‘l‘ does and order direct:
thus saving the expense of one ageney or the part
of one at least. Hence we acecount for an inerease
of 1mporis.

The enterprize of Illinois has created another
mouth to the Mississippi and placed it in l..L]“'I
Michigan. Much of the produce which formerly |
touched at New Orleans, on its way to markel,
now goes through that canal, and for certain aru-
cles its influence 18 felt even in the State of Louis-
iana itself ¢ for some articles even from ihere urr|
turning about sand flowing up instead of down
stream. Sugar is one, Molasses another. |

Befure this eanal was opened the sugar of Lou-
isiana in order to reach the consumer in the lake
couniry, had to 2o down to New Orleans, then
round by sea to New York, then up to the lakes
and so across by water, boxing the compass to
get to Chieago. Now this canal is beginning to
supply that whole region of country with sugar
and molasses which it attracts up the Mississippi.

This lessens the reeeipt of freight at New Or-
leans, but it benefits both producer #nd consu-
mers, and it is not, 1 apprehend, any part of the
objects of the convention to interfere with a busi-
ness s0 legitimate and proper as thisis, and which
all the railways in the world ean no more bring
buck than they can stop up that canal. It is the
object of the convention to assist the sugar and
molasses to get to Chicago by railway, if sugar

il molasses shall prefer that to water carriage.

Another case ; we now buy Virginia hams
bere in Washington that are cured in Terre Haute,
on the Wabash. By the old and natural road to
market that could not be. The route of the hams

may restore to New Orleans all the advantages
3 which their absenee from her high places has suf-
by close cut- | fered to be taken away from her, or to be with-
hf_“'l because never l'[ljll.\l'(].,

Age

mises above stated and stapd out at Sea.

selves upon the business of the country, impart- | would have been down to New Orleans, thence
ed new feawres Loit, and make necessary and ' by ship to New York, and thence by a packet into
important changes in the mode and means of con- | the capes of Virginia, and so up the Potomae to
ducting it. Washington—a two or three months voyage, du-
These changes and the causes of them have ring whichin consequence of the elimates through
powerful bearings upon the subjects which the} which it must have passed and the storage it must
convention is called upon to take into considera- | encounter, it probably would have come to life
tion. . |aguain. At any rate it would have been quite too
They and the operations of the ware-housing lively for the market by the time it reached this
system have caused men of business to establish| place.
in St. Louis, Cincinnati and Louisville, for ign Now in consequence of these railroads which
importing houses. The duties colleeted in these| have been- sapping the Mississippi valley, the
three cities for the current year amount to nearly| Westphalius ** of Terre Haute can reach here
a half of a million, and the value of the foreign|in a week or ten days, by paying one quarter of a
merchandise imported direct to upward of a mil-| cent per pound. They come up the Ohio instead
lion and a half. These importations and the ware- | of goin% down, and cross by railroad instead of
housing system are recovering back to the South | around by water, conse uently so much the less
a portion of the direct trade. pickled pork now goes to New Orleans.
duties collected at Charleston this year are| The commereial history of this bam, which used
than they have ever been. And Char-|to appear in New Orleans in the shape of mess
ton imports largely of Havana segars for New | pork, is that of much l'}:n'oduce_m the valley of the
York. upper Mississippi. Here therefore, in these sap-
It is true that the quantity of produce ing | ping railways, is to be found another of the silent
to New Orleans in search of a market seaward,

ns parts to the models of ships.

In all these cirenmstances are to be found 1-.-_111115
o our feet and |ij:-;'i:t:~ lor our eyes, as we allempt
o divine the way by which enterprize and energy

The objeets of the Convention as set forth, in
civcular, of Nov. 4th, 1851,
‘are, as far as }m-wih]r, to i':'ill;_{ about a concen-
tration and unity of etfort in all these States, in
the extension of their rail road systems, and in
bringing into more aetive connection their popula-
tion and their industry. ”

But it seems to be the wish of the committee

e

' . v
the Commiltee's

that I should contine my atiention to the extension
of Sonthern and Western commerce, the home

and foreign trade, &e.

out to Sea,

Therefore, being invited
I shall let the rail-read, which it is
the especial object of the Convenlion to encour-
o #lone ; I take my departure from the pre-

The apparent decline in the business of New
Orleans is, as I haye already intimated, due to
the effects of the telegraph and rail road, and to
improvements in steam-ship building and naviga-
tion, in which New Orleans has not been able to
participate equally with the Northern cities.

This is the root of the matter. What then are |
the steps which the South and West ought to take?
What are the measures which they ought to adopt
in order to insure to them that degree of com-
mercial wealth and prosperity, which their re-
sources and 5‘--01’5:‘:1}.415{1;1{)}msiliun entitle them to
|'Xln‘l_‘1 ?

The answer to this question lies under several
heads, and the principal of them are these:

Ist. A liberal policy on the part of New Or-
leans, touching fees of various kinds to which the
produce and Shipping thiat come there shall be
subjected.

2nd. Embankments to confine the Mississippi
river to its channel.
3d. To deepen the water on one of the bars in |
the passes of the river,
4th. The establishment of lines of Sea Stea- |
mers.

5th. Attention to the mineral resonrees of the
Mississippi valley, and a free use of its manufac-
turing facilities.
6th. The openining of commercial intercourse
across the Isthmus.,
7th. The establishment in the Mississippi valley
of a Navy Yard, Depot and Work Shops, which
in war shull have strength, capacity and resour-
ces enough to give us command of the Gulf of
Mexico and control of the commeree passing
lhl‘(_nu-:;'h it.

8th. The free navigation of the Amazon river,
and the building up there of those business rela-
tions and friendly ties which hold Nations togeth-
er in the bonds of peace and friendship.

Such are the questions which I propose to con-
sider, except so far as the proposed railroads may
be involved in the case, that as already remarked,
I leave to wiser heads.

If the people of the south and west will be bat
true to themselves; if they will put their should-
ers to the wheel, and as one man appear in the
persons of their representatives here in the halls
of Congress, and insist upon fair and even hand-
ed justice in the appropriations for public works
that course of legislation will follow which long
ago ought to have been adopted with regard to
the Mississippi river and kindred subjeets.

I do not present these measures or any of them,
as substitutes or rivals to the proposed system
of railways, nor do I hold them up as measures
which‘wiﬁ, ought or should divert attention from
the railways, There will be ability enough in the
convention to treat all of these measures, and to
present each one to the public onits true bearings
upon the common weal, and there is eneE with
enterprise enough in that region to carry them all
on er. -

The drowned lands in the Mississippi valley
have been ceded to the Statesin mﬁ t_hay ‘Tie,
upon condition that these States in i

causes which have lessened the deliveries of pro-
has fallen off, and consequently the number of| dvee at New Orleans. '

of Maine,
intercested in this matter, as are those of Louisiana, |

terfere with the coasters and the !-':li].iil‘:': I}}lt‘kl_‘l:«',
which answer to the turnpike and river craft of the
mierior.
own.
done for New York and Boston,

| the advantages which the Miri:s;lupi river gave
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The reclamation of these lands would improve
the climate of a vast region of country, and make
it much more salubrions. It would add vastly to
the wealth of these States, by giving value to the
lands that are now useless, and greatly increase
the commercial resources of these States, by bring-
ing immense regions of these vacant lands under
cultivation, and it would also vastly improve the
navigation of the river.

An object of so much importlance to the health
and prosperity of so many States and people 1s cer-

tainly worth looking after, and the work when |selvesand rest sceurein the possession of that great | With all the eas

done, should be done in the most thorough and
appropriate manner.

Fherefore, let us pray Congress for the appoint-
ment of an engineer who shall plan the work ;
and for the enactment of a statue requiring the
States to have the work done according to that
plan. This work is to last for all time. Suppose,
therefore, merely for the sake of demonstration,
that one of the States above Louistana should be
unfortunate in the adoption of a plan ; that after
I.‘.l“i:!\'_f let the work, il.i'l't'}!lt'll it and puru::l with
the lands, experience should prove the plan to be
bad, or the work to be useless, Louisiana then is
overflowed in spite of herself and her works which
we will suppose were really sufficient, are thus in
danwer of being rendered of no use.

The prosperity of the valley is to be greatly ef-
feeted by this work of embankment, drainage and
reclamation, and therefore, the best talents that
the country affords should be employed to direct it.

3. More than fourteen feet water cannot now be
counted upon in crossing any of the bars at the Ba-
lize. Vessels drawing sixteen feet are sometimes
t_ll':-_-_{_j_:’n_‘.! over lIII'-'ll.'_-IJ il!i.‘ Iiillll.

As for the sbility of New Orleans or the people
who send their produce there on iis way to mar-
ket to avail themselves of the improvements in 5hipl
baxild as long as the passes of the river are ob-

E:_\' shallow bars is out of the qll(':ilit.lll.
The satling qualities of -]-.ii'-' are m-vun!in; to their
models.  Their models are regulated by their|
draft, and their draft is controlled by the depth Uf|
water on the burs which they have to pass in order
to reach their destination.  Therefore, the people
of the great valley of the west—the men whose la- |
bor and whose enterprise have placed the heart t-f]
the country where it is, and supply all those great
staples out of which the business of commerce rais-
esrevenue for the Government. Therefore, I say,
those people must be doomed tossecond and third
rate ships to do business for them upon the great
waters until the bars at the Balize be deepened.

The people of Missouri, lowa and Tennessce,
Massachusetts and Texas are as much

struetes

4. Steam ships are the railways of the sea.
Notwithstanding there be fine navigable streams |

and good turnpike roads leading into a city, itis| . A : : :
found by ample experience that a few railroads ol the Amazon, the Oronoco, the Magdelena, the the other ol !|.<l-~_!- two river basing, evervthing that
well i)l;;:rui and brought into the same city will | Atrato, the Coatzacoaleos, the Rio Grande, and | 15 grown ov cultivated upon the face of the earth,

vastly increase its business and enhance its pros-

perity. |

What is singular about these railroadsis ; that |
they do not interfere with turnpike nor the river
trade. They create a business of their own.

|
So it is with lines of steamships, they do not in-

But they also ereate a business of their |
Look what the European steamers have |
So far from in-
terfering with the business under canvass from
those etties they have stimulated it and made it‘
more aclive.

Ever since steamers began to ply between New
York and Liverpool, the New York packet ships
have been inereasing both in numbers and size,
and it is idle for us of the South and west to rest
contended npon the great commereial ;ul\'-:ml;lgcs
which nature has vouchsafed to New Orleans,
and that region of country, by reason of her own
geographical position, and the g{‘l');_:l':i"l!l]l".‘ll posi-
tion of the Gulf of Mexico. Itis as idle I say for
people to rest quietly upon natural advantages, |
and expect the proper lines of steamers to come to
them, as it has been for them to rest quietly upon |

them, while all sround them was enterprise mul|
activity. Other cilies and sections sapped the
Mississippi valley and sent railroads there for their
own benefit and advaniege.  They may also from
the same motives send their steamships to ply
about New Orleans.

The people of New Orleans have waked up to
the reality of their position in one of those re-
spects. The watchful are never caught asleep
twice, and it is time they were beginning to be up |
and doing in the other. I need not name the ma-
ny good openings which the Gulf ports have for
lines of steamships.

6 & 6. As scon as there is a commercial thor-
ouchfare aecross the Isthmus, which will unload,
handle and transport, the breadstuffs with the oth-
er heavy produce of the Mississippi valley across
the Isthmus, and put them on board ships in the
Pucific, for less than it costs tp get them as far as
Cape Horn, on the way around—that moment is
the Gull of Mexico raised to the summit level of
this world’s eommeree.  All nations will then be
drawn to the Galf, and the people who inhabit the
great valley of the west, and who pass its produce
down through the Mississippi river into the Gulf
and deliver it there to the winds of heaven or the
currents of the sea, may then take their choiee and
go with it by down stream and fair wind navigation
to any market place upon the sea shore in the wide
world. _

Then New Orleans instead of New York should
glut the markets of California and Perau with
breadstufls and merchandise,

Then the valley of the west instead of the coal
mines of England and Pennsylvania, should sup-
ply the vast demands which the Pacific ocean has,
and the far greater *which it will have for coal.—
It will give New Orleans the command of the Cos-
ta Rica trade; and a better Coffee market than any
she now has, and she can then send coffee along
with Louisiana sugar up to that other mouth of
the Mississippi, which 1llineis enterprise has dis-
covered in Lake Michigan.

Therefore let the people of the South and West
take time by the forelock, and wake up Tennes-
see and Kentucky, and other parts to their duty in
that great manufactuing and mining region which
nature has fittted them to be.

The people of South America and California,
and the Isles of ths Pacific, will depend on them
for merchandize ; for the ports and outlets to mar-
ket of the western people and southern States, will
then be the halfway
ways of the earth. England and Europe, to reach
style the Pacific, will have to pass our very doors
as they go—and come within call as they retwn.
A ma.Fniﬁcent future is that which comme%,
by the laws of trade and the decrees of nature,
holds in store for the people of the south and west.
If we of this generation will

ours also.
will be—more than one high way across the

itime nations, is it to be supposed the

them will confine the river within its banks,

fl

I}Jruiliibi.\' to take place here.

[ the defenses of the Gulf of Mexico.

ouse on the great market

the ““Grand Ocean,” as the French navigators

ly do our , the
prize is won, and the wealthoil,nd the po?:- are

7. Should there ever be—and doubtless there
Isth-
mus, and should war ever again occur mongua-

lll-lil.fl.l:f ::nju)’in_-__; all the ﬂ‘l\?lﬂ[:‘.[,;l‘h of these thor- mecidental f.ll\'l‘lﬂl"__‘aw_ which stuch «stabliihiments
roughfares, and becoming thereby a head und shoul- | €8YTY along v ith them inpeece, and make their pre-

ders taller than all the nations in the world 7 N,  sence sa greatly to be desied along (he Atlantie
|neyer. borders.

Moreover we are bound by that golden cord You have ‘.---H:'.!_»"-'.f to pinn fotradationsfor your
which never has and which as far as it depends up- future commerce.  To provide means for defendi

e
{on the people from my part of the couniry, whom ars to me to be intimately and
A J 1 ixbeiede 4 3 4

with the subject of vour de-

(I now address, never can be tarnished or weaken- | necessartly ronnceted
as0n ior t".'.ili_-_-' your at-

led, by the faith of this great nation sre we bound | liberationr.  Honce the o

- . = o . v ¢ Iyl N 1 est ] '
to maintain the neutrality of those high ways.— tention to o blishiwent at Mem-
That we may do this, that we may be true to our- | phis, and for pre

thal commere

wearsar 1L
Wl

SILRDe SsUVE]L €510
ipen your conswderation,

1 t} nestness thatis sdmissuble,
edifice of commerce, of wealth, grandear, and The free navigation of the Amazon is the
- .« 3 e : . ? .
| power, the very keystone of which you have as- greatest commercial boon that the people of the

llsumh?-;d to put in—the naval supremacy and com- | South and West,
mand of the Gull of Mexico, a mare clansup, and United States, ean

indeed that the ] --]a!._ of the

grave.

lan American sea, is a sine qua non . !' river l_- in is but a continuation of the
| It will never do to let Great Britain or any ather M A=A JEAY _“ "_"I' y-

power, comimand that sheet of water with her ships | Ihe Misaissippt inkes its vise near the parallel
11 war. of 50° N Latiiude, where the eliinates are suited

To whom shall its defence be entrusted but to 10 the growth of barley, wheat, and the hasdy ee-

the people of the south and west who bave so mueh real grams.  The viver runs south, crossing the

at sinke there ? parallels: of Ia itude, and ch: nging every mile its
|  Therefore fortify the Tortugas and build up the  tlmale, ar I the ehargeter or quality of the agri-
| Navy Yard at Memphis. The south and the west cultural les whicluare produced on its borders.
have been thimble rigyed out of thzt work., The Havi ! il 1 the region for peltries,
law has made it a naval depot or dock yard., It wheat corn, for howp and tobaceo, for pulse,
'has been converted into a rope-w; lk—and thereby | 8pples, whiskey, wine, oil and cotton, and having

it has become a byeword and a reproach, if not | erossed the pastorsl lands for hogs, horses and ead-

AN eve-sore. tle, it repehies, near the latitade of 30°, the north -
I repeat here what I have recently had occa- €t vergze of the sugar eane.  Henee, expanding

sion elsewhere to say upon the same subject : at inter the Gull with =l

““The enterprize of Americau citizens 15 about !’. som,
to open one or more commercial lighway across the climes I
Isthmus. The access to them lies through Amep-  Lie then, at that preat commercinl
ican waters. They will be the channels of come ¥ to the ofean, whie s oul upun the
munication between the distant shores of the na- | Tropic of Cancer, it delivers up to the winds and
tion, its great highway from one port of the Union ‘_"-*-'_ waves of the seas, for the distant murkets, the
to the other. The faith of the nution has bheen  Iruils of jis teeming soil and mualtinudinons climes.
Iu!c'tj-__-'t:l.i ll_lll.l:-llil\_:; the lll"l‘l!l‘il.}i!.}' of sorie of these Then e i_n.» S el 1 ”'in the wreat \':!JI»-}‘ of the
communications. The country will expectits navy | Amazon. Taking up climes produce and staples,
to keep them open in war, and to preserve unsul-| % hi nI0E "" sisqippl had just resached, and push-
lied the national faith. ing the variety upon the Rguator, far down intg

The way to these thoroushfares, and the road  the other hemisphere, it increascs and diversifies
to market from the .\Iissi:&hi;:.}ei Viulley run side by  the gre i ® ' @ wonderful extent, adding
side through the Gulf of Mexico. © | drug after drug, spice afior spice, and staple after

No system of measures for providing for the | staple, until sugzr and cotice, rice and indigo, &t
common defence, can be considered vither com- | mannerof nuts, |

these sin] les upon s
to be exe !.11]1';‘.'l.i for the produace of other
and latitades, 1t passeson (o Kev Wt and
Tortuens ; and f

i
SALEWAT !

N1 en
JET

ceoriment (o

alsam and spice, bacon and eot-
plete or effective, unless it sceure the commund o ten. '_-""'Iiif eal '"'1'_‘! tubaceo, indiarabber, dye “"_’“df
us of this mare clansum. Its commercial imI Ol- I'-'_"l'-“'. =y Hax ::;‘.J Wl '.._ ornamental woods, mines
tance already great will in a few years more be ©f goid and silver and precious stones, many of
paramount. ; them of new varieties, kinds and virtues, have been
Already the natural outlet fur millions, it is de- T8 ched
stined to surpass all other arms of the scs § boundless
its commerce, its wealth and its nationul impor-
tance.

The currents and winds at sea are such

and added to the countless, {reasures,
commercial eapacilies and dazzling - re-
sources of these two magnificent water speds,
Saving i 1, which midway be-
tween thi sinuous to the moun-

s 1o WO Vil

unite in the Florida Pass, the commercinl moutly of tains ol Uasia bich is the only article
the Amazon, with that of the Missis: iy 1. of commcree that s gaitliered irom the fic Id, the
The market way across the seas from the valley 1ovest or the mine that is netto be found in one or

]

the Mississippi, passes through or upon the borders |18 (o be found in equal, if not in greater propors

of this ea. tion and abundance in one er the other of these
The works are ]m.j, cted which will tarn in that "«‘I'-.t:""- = .Li':.:!l in uny other part of the world. One

direction the commerce of the East; und s}l the ofthemisin the rear of New, Orleans ; the other

|ships engaged init, whether from Enrope or Amer- is in its front. It is for the Convention to say

ica, will sail through the Gulf of Mexico and Car- | whether these two rivers shall be united in the

ribbean sea, I'”“;l:'c'. l»:.' our door both ('nl:.;:-:_\ and I'"!_ s -'i. COMTHETed Ornpote )

going. The Amazon with its tributarivs, 1s said to afs

'l‘]-._‘.-'\.u:_-’h the Gulf of Mexico and Carribbean  ford an inlund :.:;\'._-._...':'_r;l. up and down, of no less

- b o 1 ar =} M 3 . ¥ 1 re "y . v | -
sea the country will require safe conduct in war than 70,00 wiles. The country dmined by that
. P * F ., . . 1 1" . aril | 7 . s vy e . —— i - - =
for its mails, its citizens and their merchandize, ¥iver, and the water eourses connected with it, is
. - . . 5 1 - - A Tt -
as they pass to and fro from one part of the Union more than hall as la s barope, and itis thought

to the other. to contuin as much aral

The natural ountlet to a system of river basips | as is to be found on
that include within their broad dimensions, 707 ces enough to main
of latitude, the most fertile lands in either hem- of milli

nearly le land within it,
at contuinent. It hias resour-

ain & population of hundreds

s u:‘ ]

isphere, and an area of them exceeding in extent I'be navigation of that river is al present siich
the whole continent of Europe—this arm of the that the people of the uppor couniry ean make but
ocean thal is spread out before our southern doors vne trip n the year, They bave there, in their

-:_nccu};-iq.-s thiat l_n.lasiliun upon which the business delighiful elimate of an cverlasting .‘«['I'T!'-:,{. the

of commerce is to reach its fullest developement. calm scason and the trade wind scason. Thetrade
Here is to be the scene of contest between mar-  winds flow up theriver.  In the calm season, the
itime nations in war. Here are the gateways of natives, in their rude bongoas, loaded with ?I".t‘}"l't;—
the ocean ; and the power will hold the keys there- duce of the upper country, drift down with the
of, that has the naval supremacy in the Gulf of current, arrive with their stufl’ at Para.  Thyy sell
Mexico. almost for dollars whet they proecured for cents at
the place of § roduetion,
In the valley of the Mississippi nature has pla- Havinie the business of the
ced the means, and our free nstitutions the men they wai
for defending that Gulf and the interests conneet- them they return and complete the business and
ed therewith. Unless we availl ourselves ol these trading for the year.
resources now it will be difficult and expensive to A Iriend who has erossed the And: s, and is now
command it in war. on his way home down the Amazon, informs me
Therefore, in providing a system of national de- that parts of the puna country of Peru and Beli-
fenses for our interest in that quarter, onc of the “:ni: “'"’."E in which the waters of the Amazon take
first steps is to complete the Navy Yurd ut Mem- their rise, are already over pepulated. That poer-
phis, and make of it an establishment worihy of tons ol the Amazoninn water shed over which l:'*‘.'
its object andicapable of giving force and eficer in passed, are rich in fHocks of sheep, and all that is
time of war, to the immense naval resources, pow- wanb d iz a cipse market (which the free naviga-
er and strength of the great Valley of the W est. tion of the -\11_1:17_1.-11”\}1-111'1 g_-f_i\'-_') to mduee the
To .\Icmpliis, Pensacola, and the fortifications at | shepherds to raise millions.  No other part of the
Key West and the Tortugas, out to be entrusted wer id grows wool Like this. -~ It is peculiar,
3 v He reports fine engar and cotton plantstionsthere
It has been said It is too expensive to build a with cotion '-;1"‘-“":1;;-, wild ; also, Lhere are f‘imm:
Navy Yard at Memphis: piles will Lave to be dri-| mon groves and lorests of the tree from whichull
ven at the edge of the river,”” yet it would seem }l'-“ 1"“'“‘1“.“ “_L"l‘h effords guinine to the world
itis not too expensive to drive them in the bottom | is taken and beirg put upon the baeks of tliese
of the sea at New York, and build there a dock sheep and asses, transpéried from the head navi-
whiclh the ..‘:‘»vcn.*lary of the Na\-}-, in his last anun- g:tbh- waters of the Amazon i‘-:_!t.) miles among the
al report tells the country has cost $2,146,255,36. Clul!‘d.':' and snow-capped mountains ranges to the
I do not comprehend the Jogic which makes it Pacifie. . s
too expensive mhfuru'ride for the common defence! This ding now goes west, and when it arrives
in the Gulf of Mexico, the most vital part in our  at the sea i"-!_ﬂ._-?"“ n ot Afries, 1} is worth annu-
whole system, when it has been by no mesns too ally a half million. With the right to send an
expensive to provide defences for the Atlantie. American steamboal up 1};;.; Amazon, all this st
Provide as effectually, or as inefectunlly, we care would come east and fiow dewn ikl river,
not wlich, for the common defence of the Gulf ot With the free navigation of the Amazon,
Mexieo as for the common defence of the Atlantic. steamer might load at St. Louis with the products
All we want is justice. of those Ligh latitudes, and deliver its cargo right
According to the report-of the Secrctary of War at the foot of the Andes, where the Amazon leaps
just presented to Congress on the subject of for- down from the mountains into the plains below @
tifications, the amount expended upon the Army with a portage easy to overcome by the hand of
and Navy, exclusive of Dock Yards, in providing improvement, she eonld then ascend the stecpes of
for the common defence sinece 1816, has amount- the Andes stream several hundred miles further
ed to upwards of $75,000,000. How much of up, and deliver her eargo witlin hail of Cuzeo
this has been expended upon Gulf defences, or for | and the mines of Pern. Nay, the country about.
the benefit of the people whom I address ?  I're- | Lake Piticaca would lock to her for suppliess
cious little. We all know the Atlantic States hayve The navigation of that giver is included, ¥ ¢on-
enjoyed a double benefit from this expenditure ;| ceive, among the subjects with regard to whick
first of having the works in them and secondly of | (K¢ commitice has inviied me 10 express my views
dl‘anﬂg t‘le money from the south and west and to the l't'l‘j\'t‘liliflﬂ; and I hupu the mn\‘(-nﬂ_op
spending it in the north and east. will deem it not unworthy of their careful consid-
To me, gentlemen, it is immaterial whethera aration. -
a proper naval establishment Memphis will cost  Uopsidering the softuess of iis clipate, the for<
one or twenty millions of dollars to found it ; let (luy of its soil, and the lavish hand with which
us have it I say, if it be necessary. If the coun- pature stands ready there to £l for the busband+
try wants it, and if great interests of State demand | juan the horn of plenty—and when man is thus
it, shall a nation like this expose itself to injury | syrrounded—considering that his indusuisl ener<
and insult because it cannot afford to supply the | gies are for the most part addressed to the il
necessary means of defence to any part of it >— ! 5f the earth—and considering morcover tha.tﬁ;
Let us have an establishment there worthy of its character of the pesple who inhabit that valley of
the South, and the charaeter of the people who

object, of the people whose Iurpm.:e it is to sub- | .
serve. It should be the pride and the boust of inlabit t. is of the ¥urth —we are struck with the
fac d it is & physicel fuct 6f moment, that the

the entire Mississippi Valley. In times of pesce
f the Amazon is but & commereial apprﬁ

The great sea fights of this country are

CUIT ek d Leason,

forthe 8, E. trade winds to set in ; with

it would stand you in the place of a great Uni- | y4
versity for teaching the higher branehes of the me- | dage to that of the Mississippi ; and that it
chanic &rts to your young men. wi.h us and eourse of policy which we may purstie;
The work shopggonnected with such ®n estab- | whether this glhysical fuet shall be converted into
lishment would be filled with apprentices whom  a commercial one, and whether the & will
the Government pa ﬁhﬂﬂrﬁ‘-}' are leatning their | suffer the geegraphi dvan of ité¥pesiti
trade. “These workshops wollld draw to your sce- | with wegard to that regiin to go by ]
tion of the country many of the most skillful me- | has simi ﬁnﬂfaﬁ@% in other cases, ©
chanies. They could stimulate the ing%ial pur- jeeteannot be give

. _ Attention™to this.
suits of that region, and assist in the development|soon or too eatnest{y.

="

supposed the belligerents,
be they who they may, will look on and sce us

of tts mineral resources. These zre oo o o0 Tty '&‘*"w‘!"':*fn 7
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