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These considerations seem fully to justify the
.1 total of twenty-fiv- e million three liundred and TI)c 0oull)crn SUiti;These difficulties, which hare been encountered

in a period of peace, would be magnified and still
further increased in time of war. Hut whilst the
embarrassments already encountered, and others
under new contingencies to be anticipated, may
serve strikingly to exhibit the importance of such a
work, neither these, nor all considerations combin-

ed, can have an appreciable value, when weighed
against the obligation strictly to adhere to the
constitution, and faithfully to execute the powers

mi v
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presumption that : the law of population - above
stated, will continue td act with undiminished effect,

through at least the next half century ; and that
thousands of persons' who have already arrived at
maturity, and are now exercising the rights of

freemen, will close their eyes on the spectacle of
k nni hundred millions of population em

braced within the majestic proportions of the A- -

It is not merely as an interesting
topic of speculation that I present these views for

consideration. They have important practi-

cal bearings upon all the political duties we are
called upon to perform. Heretofore, our system

government uas worked on wiiai may oe icroi-e- d

a miniature scale, in comparison with the de
velopment, which it must thus assume, within a
future so near at hand, as scarcely to De oeyonu

present of the existing generation.
It is evident that a confederation so vast and so

varied, both in numbers nnd territorial extent, in
habits and in interests, could only be kept in na
tional cohesion by the strictest fidelity to the prin-cinl- es

of the constitution, as understood by those
have adhered to the most restricted construc-

tion of the powers granted by the people and the
States. Interpreted and appllied according to
those principles, the great compact adapts itself
with healthy ease and freedom to an unlimited ex-

tension of that benign system of federative
of which it is our glorious and, I trust,

immortal charter. Let us, then, with redoubled
vigilance, be on our guard against yielding to the
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it confers. Withia this limit and to the extent of
the interest of lhe government involved, it would your
seem both expedient and proper, if an economical
and practicable route shall be found, to aid, by all
constitutional means, in the construction of a road, of
which will unite, by speedy transit, the popula-
tions of the Pacific and Atlantic States. To guard
against misconception, it should be remarked that,
although the power to construct, or aid in the con-

struction
the

of, a road within the limits of a territory
is not embarrassed bv that question of jurisdiction
which would arise within the limits of a State, it
is nevertheless held to be doubtful propriety, even
within the limits of a territory, for the general
government to undertake to administer the affairs who
of a railroad, a canal, or other similar construction,
and therefore that its connextion with a work of
this character should be incidental rather than
primary. I will only add, at present, that, ful-

ly appreciating the magnitude of the subject, and
solicitous that the Atlantic and Pacific shores of
the republic may be bound together by the insep-

arable ties of common interest, as well as of common
fealty and attachment to the Union, I shall b i

disposed, so far as my own action is concerned, to
follow the lights of the constitution, as expounded ed
and illustrated by those, whose opinions and expo-
sitions constitutd the standard of my political faith
in regard to the powers of the federal government. hie
It is, I trust, not necessary to say," that no gran-
deur of enterprise, and no present urgent induce-
ment promising popular, favor, will lead me to dis-

regard those lights, or. to depart from the path, of
which experience has proved "to be safe, and which to
is now radiant w ith the glow of prosperity and
legitimate constructional progress. We can afford into
to wait, but we cannot afford to overlook the ark
of.our security. . hive

It is no Dart of my nurnose to trive prominence !

to any subject, which may properly be regarded
as set at rest by the deliberate judgment of the j

people. But wliile the present is bright with prom- -

ise, and the future full of demand and induce-io- f

meat for the exercise of active iniellijenee, the
past can never be without usef ul lessons ed admo- -

nition and instruction. If its dangers serve not sev
as beacons, ihey wiil evidently fail to fulfil the ob- - tion
ject of a wise design. When the grave shall have
closed over all, who are now endeavoring to meet j

the obligations l duty, the year ICo'J will be re- -

curred to as a period tilled with anxious appreht u- -

s'eni. A successful war bad lust terminated. murJ '
I'eace brought with it a vast n nt lion of te r--

even under the pressure ot tne momes o. conceu-- - -
temporary advantage and apparent temporary

j a mnny whodo tfMt thry mty M'WeJ

expediency. i ca,e in, wni in, or nenl by innil, tbe email atnounu thry tntf
The minimum of federal government, cornpati- -

bf, owing Uri jlU a takc to presume that wdoaneXciu.
with the maintenance of national unity and ef- - j ,.iv(, cr,.(jit biiuei, ns some seem to suppose we tntn

ficient action in our ndations with' the rest of tbe!courS(. tie se only w!io have taken our paper for three yeart

in the States. Memorable asan epoch in thi his-
tory ,f this subject is the message of President
Jackson, iof the 2?th of May, 1830, which" met
the systeih of internal improvements in its compar-
ative infancy; but so rappid had been its growth,
that the projected appropriations in that year for
works of this character had risen to the ' alarming
amount of more than one hundred millions of dol
lars.

In that message the President 'admitted the dif-
ficulty of bringing back the operations of the gov-
ernment to the consruction of the constitution set
uo in 1790, and marked it as an admonitory proof
of the necessity of guarding that instrument with
sleepless vigilance against the authority of prece-
dents", which had not the sanction of its most plain-
ly eb dined powers.

Our government exits under a written compact
between sovereign States, uniting for specific ob-
jects, and with specific grants to their general

If, then, in the progress of its administra-
tion, there have been departures from the terms
and intent of the compact, it is, and will ever be,
proper to refer back to the fixed standard which
our fathers left us, and to make a stern effort to
conform our action to it. It would cera that the
fact of a principle having been resisted from the
first by many of the wisest and most patriotic men
of the republic, and a policy having provoked con-
stant strife, without arriving at a conclusion which
can be regarded as satisfactory to its most earnest
advocates, should suggest the .inquiry whether
there may not be a plan likely to be crowned by
happier results. Without perceiving any sound
distinction, or intending to assert any principle as
opposed to improvements needed for the protection
of internal commerce, which does not equally ap-
ply to improvements upon the seaboard for the pro-
tection of foreign conimerct, I submit to you,
whether it may not be safely anticipated that, if
the policy were once settled airainst appropriations
by lhe general government for local improvements
for t he benefit of commerce, localities requiring ex-

penditures would not, by modes and means clearly
legitimate and proper, raise the und necessajy
ior such construction as the safety other interests
of their commerce might require.

If tlnwt can be? regarded as a system, which, in
the asperience of more than ihirty years, has at
no time commanded the public judgment as to gi.e
it the character of a settled policy, which though
it has produced some works of conceded impor-
tance, has been attended wit h an expenditure quite
disproportionate to their value, ami has resulted
in squandering large sums upon objects which
have answered no valuable purpose lhe interests
of all the States, require it to be abandoned, unless
hopes may be: indulged for the future wl ich rind
no warrant in the past.

With an anxious desire for the complexion of
the works w hich are regarded by till good citizens
with sincere interest, I lmve deemed it my duty to
ask at your hands a deliberate reconsideration of
the question, with a hope that, animated by a de-

sire to promote the permanet and substantial in-

terests of the country, your wisdom may prove
to the task of divising and maturing a plan,

which, applies to this subject, may promise
something better than constant strife, the suspen-
sion of the powers of local enterprise, lhe exciting
of vain hopes, and the disappointment of cherish-
ed expections.

In expending the appriafions made by the last
Congress, several cases have arisen iu relation to
works for the improvement of the harbors, whicli
involve question as to the right of soil and jurisdic-
tion, ami have threatened conflict betweer the au-
thority of the State and genei al governments . The
right to const-ne- t a breakwater, jetty, or dam,
would seem, necesnrily, tocarry with it the power
to protect and preserve such constructions. This
can only be effectually done by having jurisdiction
ovejthe soil. But no clause of tho constitution is
found, on which to rest the claim of the United
States 'to exercise jurisdiction over the soil of a
State, except that conferred by the eighth section
of the lirst article of the eonstition. It is, then,

iihetlier, in an cases wiiere construc-
tions are to be erected by the general govern-
ment, the rii"ht of soil should not first be obtained,
and legislative provision be made to coverall such
cases.

For the progress made in the construction of
roads within the tei ritories, as provided for in the

iitory. Uisturbing epiestions arose, hearing upon m tr.e pnonc dealings oi rs.aie vvitn fttaiC, vvneii.-- ,

the domestic iiistituti'.ms of one portion t f the'erin lei!'isIalioii or in tie Xeeuiioii of laws. Hie;
confederacy, and involv ing the constitutional right
of the Suites But, nolwithstaiid diflerences ol
opinion and sei.timent, which then in re- -

latiou to tit-tail- s and specific provisions, the acejui- - j

eseence ot Uisflfnguihed citizens, wliose devotion ; l duty suggested by lias con.-ui- e roiu n oi
to the Union can never be doubled, has given re- - the magnitude of dime nsions, to which our pe!t li-

ne wed vigor to our institutions, and restored a cal system, with its corresponding machinery of

sense of repose and security to the public mi d government, is so raj. idly expanding. N itli
the confederacy. That t is repose i I creased vigilance does it require u to cultivate
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unci.: te: The powers not iMpjrated to the VnitS
- by the constitution, nor prohibeted by h to tS

tateti, are reserved: to the Rtates respectively, or t Upeople. FhUtoI Constitution.
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FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
"WE

Never elun any one never too modefU for that entirely, but
the fact is, we nped a little needful now, and our necewit,
are on pressing as they chould be at this wason of the year. It
is not worth while to talk about it much being no grest tt'.

wnvlmt it i prwk-n- t to ny .that we must have . lmU

ntnr!y, ana hav-Ti- ' v r p.iu us a cunt font. Surely thcyhi
jm-ra- .; p. w' cit 1 114.1t .vi as mem to think of it. Should
'h-- y h' 1 tint f ;:Ti-- '!:i.jtiis ta woik. for them for

nn , w.? :!;,- r 1 'y that x. y stuutd at lpast clutbe snd
i 'I'!..-- '.- - vi- - te c'j'iiribu'.fc hr. ihlna for t;j, ob-- !

t'n v r v-- hive '5 : e tr.orwt 'ir tiiaa tln--
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i.e Ui o. - 111U e.

i.vv ..I ..Ii.tn. il , ir. i.aaa 1

iCrl. . Lis.i-o- e, lo; ae-n- ii ci.iz uoi tUci:y. way put up- -

o hi - k-.or-e ioe U.x-ui- : c.n;n iu Carroll couuty, in thi
.s;a tc. i.i: tiie iir.iiijr , n overseer, 'i::- - ilnau? ot wtncii
we puli. 1 iad sit tue unit . We are jmiiiied at lx ing abW t

."late that the case wa?. submitted to the jury on tiie

w il ho.it iiri.nant. and :du r reliuaga lew iiiomi-iit- the jury
relurnid a verdict of t (ioil: y.' .Mr. I5ieLJC lain a host ot

warm triuuds here, who will ie plea-e- d to hear of thU rosult.

w J. r. (.!!! nrm 01 t.jy, iir..:n.-- & t,v, a ut

(Uin-- ' l,llt with - ne lrn- - f'1S '
t:d!ii-hai- t nt in Ne w Orh-an"- . e nre not a:n;i'd whmt'ti!- -

. .
iiarlieular lraueai H lie dc-- i 'ns eiiiharkinjr la. hut that is nt

. ,

nianiicis ct.iirti us, kind and rl. He is one atnotip our

very be ft eitizpu? every ready to aid merit, pitr.nize indus-

try, and d n helping hand to fcutaiti nil ljcnl or ge!irrl
vvork- - ui iia,,rt'v na nt. Widi Mr. Gay we have hr.J an

preaiiia over a period ot about tourteen yer.
During tlie iH- -t three yesrs wc have met him almo.-.-! (iaily,

and wo sfmiihl d our own leelitis iajus-i't- - were c to ti.i,. iu:, jin- -s wi.lmui reimii'.rg o'tr llianks to liim lur a
warm and arn-- st na.iwrt. ami raanv ttivor we shall
he slow-- to!,r;? t b- - witiearrv wi-- him the eoiiiidnice o:

hus community in and the kind wWu vt all
who know l.itn.

Wc commend Lira to all our s throughout tin- - Stats
who may have huseiess in Ntw Orleans, as one thev mav ulc- -

"lW tl "' e 's i'r "''"t'1- - Prade-n- t and liberal, and one of tbe
Cleverest men out.

Tho Message.
We are indebted to Jeia-r.-o- Daviw for a copy of this dom-raen- t.

It ennic to hand on Wednesday moniing lant, and
that our patrons wvuld think u.'i inattentive to their

inn"rests, we all other work in order to lay tbe en-

tire document before them nt the earaft porible moment.
It is unu'vessary to ?;n ,tk of the literary merit of tbi. .StatP

a'hikt. It will rsinSi with any paper eminating fron
lUe Kxecutive Department, in pmity of exprewion and vigor

frtyle. It is rmarnb!i lor coni-WiM- p,int ami poUah,
nnJ lhe rJe,,t 'he nitic will detect in it none f th redun- -

.' t- it v vi m ivit. U1C mill J VI

hi. , r. .at 'hp i.i ' 10 say he mivs in pure Sttzcn.
1 ;a.i '.'.ia ct ra.i;:rrr Js'.i man csn nii- -

"tk- r,.!.-v.- j- r :;. r.U j.is tuciivt-a- . lie ettad-- :.

- M , . e.i t'ne's a;, a-- ti fde.e
!:er.'i-- .;.. 1 lo'v.-i-' tb

r.'r,:ir N r','-t-e :;vl. :sa- -
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: and we ueut
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i 1:1 - J - !1 i. nr.i.) i tt'loise in the Message-.- s

1 ia- i ;.. i i rule and measure ot

r. i .e. uavt.. Judicial and Iegi- -

U;i:-- t.i: ; iet dex naice 10 tho sorer- -

cji. :i f. - - ate. rather thaw a disposition
IU ! liil.l 1 ele Ot f. i ' ,: aviiicial relation to the cen
tr;il :o:u,.i. i;y ' ill I.: aic ttiiaii' word- and und doruine.
nn i m. ii wii. const ue the povvern vented ill the central au
tlio.i'i.- - as iiaiiied, sae.iikd ir:a.tits. will breathe freer ai thev

"" iUi c"ilfU"" owi.i$ out'of a National Paper, nd
r''flt'l!'i!l' lllio lW'i"'";a-- ' iunJainenial creed of the mn
co;llro1" W J vlo.nestie policy of tap gpyemment.

1 " ''l'ture in theMessatiethat we mu,t not
Xl " f panciple throwing overT 1"'e fm"tTV'l whate7;aJbuwu"n,Brr '

STta ' ' f j

We hud occasion sotno months since to speak of President
Pierce in connection with his antecedents, and it wilt not hare
been forgotten that we then asscrtod that he was a true speci-
men of the American Progressive. His ideas are bounded by
a patriotism entirely consistent with a safe and constitutional
expansion, and bis Message will show that he looks to the
spread institutions as the natural result of the
laws of progress inherent in our system ol government That
he is right the experience of the Past proves, and that the spirit
ofour laws, habits and example are finding advocates through-

out tho world, whose teachings are rousing up mankind to the
assertion of tbe doctrines of equality, is being evidenced by
the efforts which are daily developed everywhere to strike down
despotism, unshackle the Press, and give vitality to those prin-

ciples which places men erect upon the earth. The President
is not unmindful of the demands ol commerce, nor will he im-

pede by his administration the current that is now pushing our
trade into the Pacific, nor chill the hopes of those who are
seeking safe resting places among the islands of that sea, for
the enterprising mariner, whose sails whterj the extremist

This fact, of increasing surplus in the Ire sury,
her.amo thn subject of( Vanxious t onsidertion ami
very early period of my administration, and the!
path o, duty in regard to it seemed to me obvious!

.Ii':ir iv.imnli- -
. l...o , il l .msb, iu ,i i iji y me surplus rev- -

. luHair ui me public ueoi, so ur as
It could judiciously be done ; and, secondly, to de
vis- - means lor the or.iduul reduc . : ...

oi.r.i..mo sum- -. ..

tlar 1 of the phli? exigencies.
Ur these oojtcts, the first has b iTk hr u

ot Hccor.uni-hmen- t. in a manner
highly sfory. The amount of Uie public
cn-n- i. oi All classes, was, on the fourth of March,
IP.", sixty -- nine million one hundred and ninety
thousand and thirty -- wv n dollars ; payments on
Recount of which have been made, si nee lb at peri-
od,

'

tci the amount oi twelve million seven hundred
an I three Uvui-- m 1 three hundred and twenty-nin- e

dollars, leaving nap ii 1," an I in the continuous
ursi of li jii i it';oa, (he v.m of fifty-si- x miilliou

four hun Ire I an 1 eighty-si- x tliou-eu- i 1 seven hun-
dred and eight dollars. These payments, although
ma le at the m irket price of the respective chtses
of stocks, have been eli'ceted readily, and to the
general advantage of ti e treasury, Mad have at
(be same time proved of signal utility in lhe relief
they have i'jci lentally aflorded to (lie money mar-to- t i

nnd to the indutri-- an 1 commercial pursuits
of the country. I

The second of the. above-mentione- d objects, that
of the reduction of the tavilf, is ot'urent innort-uicc- ,

and the plan suggested by the Secretary of the
Treasury, which is to reduce the da ies on certain
nrticles, and t add to the five list many articles
now taxed, and especially such as enter into manu-
factures, and are not largely, or at all, rroduced in
Use country, is commended to your candid and
careful eonsid era'! 1:1.

You will find in the report of the Seen"tare of the
Treasury, also, nburidant proof of the entire ade-

quacy of the present liscal system to meet all the
requ'reinents of the puhli. si-r- re, and that, while
properly a dmi.v.str red, operates to the advantage
of the o, immunity in ordinary business relations.

I ask your attention to rundry sug-
gestions of improvement-- in the settlement of ac-

counts, ospeei-dl- a-- ; regards lhe large sums
of ouLstan Jging arrears d.t? If lb'. government, i

nn 1 of other reforms in the administrative action
of his department, which are indicated bv the Sec-

retary; as also to the progress made in the con-
struction

'

of marine ho-p- it ils, custom-house- s, and
ofa new mint in California and n;s:iy office in the
city of New York, heretofore provided for by Con-
gress; an 1 also the eminently successful progress
of the Coast Survey, and of the IJhl-hous- e

Board.
Among the objects meriting your .attention will

bo important recommendations from the Secretary
of War and Navy. Iam fully satisfied that the
r.avy of the United States h not in a condition of
strength and efficiency commensurate with the mag-
nitude ofour commercial and other interests; and
ermmend toyour especial alten'.ion the suggestions
on this. subject, made by the Secretary of the Na-
vy. I respectfully submit that the army, which
under our system, n.u-- t always le regarded w;th
the higest. interest, as a nucleus around which the
volunteer forces of the nation gather in the hour of
danger, requires augmentation, or moddic.-uioii-, to
adapt it to the present extended limits and fron-
tier relations of the country, and the condition of
the Indian tribes in the ia.esiorof the continent;
the necessity of which wid appear in the cornmu-liicatior.- s

of the Se retaries e i War and the Interi-
or.

In the administration of the Post Odke Dep art-
ment, for th.e f.-a- l vearondine; June ;;.., lCo:, the
gross expenditure was fuv'in ndiiion nine hundred
an I eighty-tw- o tnoasana sev u hundred and iifty- -

ii dollars ; and t e "Ttis receii durii! the
same pi nod. live million nine hundred and fori v- -

two thousand se-- i n hundred and thirtv-lou- r dol
lars; showing that tlx careen revenue i'aiit d to
meet the currint expenses of the depaiinu .U b
the siun of two nnihon ioi tv-- i vvo thiHisand aim
thirty-tw- o dodars. The. causes which, uud.er lhe
present system and laws, inevitably to
this , are fuiiy e.Xjdained li the report of the
PostmasUr (eneral ; one great c ut-- v being the
enormous rates the d partusehi iia.s been compelled
(o p iv for mail rvi "e it;deied by raihoad com-

panies.
1 lie exhd)it tn the r. n:rt ol tin; i'o.--i a:;o ter

Ger.eral of lhe income ;s i expeuilitures 0

"teamer will be ion mi t rcuii iriv iii'rresiing .

of;: character (! numl ti; i:nn;e MCI

Congress.
Numerous an 1 flagrant frauds up. n the IN nsion

Jj'.irer.u have n brei ;hi. to ih;lii. within the bis:
year, and, in some instance;, merited jaud-hment- s

iiith 'ted ; Imt, unlorluna'elv, mo:hc ' V ar- -

ties have chapel. tiireun the want, or su'.ii- -

e;,.:it evi'.'teii'V' t war: an: a conviction, out in c.'Si-- ;

scpu n -- e t f the p:vi.-ie-; of limitation in the ex- -

i''tir,g cvs '

c i'' en he n at ure of t! clan t! o re mote --

i,iiss of the tribunal to ;p-- i and the
mo in Wnicu tee tnow! i,, ol Mtv. funii-h- -

el. temptation : to cjiai,: h ive b, en '.'really stirnu-iat.-- d

by lhe b ious liinicul'.ie- - ef de.eciioii. The
dft .".s in (!. haw tip. m this subject are so appa-
rent, and so fa'al to lit en Is of ja iice, that your
early a nion relating to it i . mo,-- , d:d.-ab!e- .

DuriiVf the h.-- t year, i;::;c Uiiiiion ( igin
hundred ard i.l;u tt eti ;!.o::-a:i- d f.,ar hundred and
cde'ven acre- - f tlie u!.d:e. 1 ir. is have been survey-
ed, and ten million three hundred and sixty-thre- e

thousand eight hundred and ninety-oin- : acres
brought into matket. Within the same
the sales by pu'dic purehas.t and private eniry
ainounte.l to one million 'i.,di'y-thiv- e lhuiaml
lour l.isndred .e reies ; located
under m.'iiary laid war inn is, six mil-

lion ou liundn-- and fon -- two thousand three
hundred a;.: six! avrt s ; located under under
either " rlilh.utvs ti'me tlaiU'-ar- . i lour biuuin d and
twctiU acre ; e d.-- to the State - as swan.p
)a:i N, sixteen mi:;i,.n six hu'i.lre I an 1 e ii.tv-- i ur
t!io'::nd Iv.o hu:i-lre- and ill'iy-lhre- e jien-- ;

for raiho i I and other o!.t. r ;i(;ts ,,

ngres:-- , cue mihi ai ur l.umlri d and tuenty- -

etn thi'iis.and four ind and li U v-- eve i.
a re-- . Te- d amount mis di o-- - 1 of within
th .' fisc-- t ;o wen' j. live loihi.a, three hundred
and fot'y-si- x thou.- - anil nine hun lied mid nii.ety-i:.cr-- a

tW. lltn : W h'.l li - :: e in cr.i.intitv soi l.
and j.'ca:.. d under .rrants and 'jrants, ot
twenty mihfn tivo lundred and ti.liiv-.ai- e thou- -

8a, id eight 1 ei. hl-- en acies o ( r tin-

fiscal year imnn. liai'lv ) 'i ced i a g. 'i'he oaaat:- -

ty of land sol.! during t he second and thu d quar-
ters of lHoi, v, :,. tl.n - hum. icd and thiily-lbu- r

thousr.nd lour hundred and lif; acres. The
am osi ni receive I thendor, was six hundred and
twenty-thre- e thousand six Iiiia ji td and eighiy-uteve- n

dollars. The- quantity si.hl the second an 1

t' o j u P. is of tike ) ear 1 t.'o.J, was one miilion
nix liundred a id nine tieia-.in- nine hundred and
nineteen a'Wes ; and the am e::.t i ee, j , e 1 theretor,
two million two hundred an J twenty-si- x thousand
eight hundred an 1 dollars.

The w hole number of land v. ai rs uls issued under
existing law s, pi ior In the tJuth of Sejjtein'oer hist,
was tuohundred an 1 sixty-si- x thousand and foty-tvv-

of which tin re wa re ontsLaielin at that
date, six;v-s-i- x ti:ous,m 1 nine ha.: died and Ii.rty- -

He'ven. The quantity ol lan 1 required to saiisiy
these oiitstantlrig warrants i four million seven
hundred and se v. nty-ei-h- t lhoU--aii'- .l one hundred
Ki.d twenty acres.

Warrants have bien issued to 00 lb f September
).tst, under the act of 1 1th February, UM7, cdling
for twelve million eight hundred and seventy-nin- e

thousand two hundred and eighty acres ; "leb.--

act, of September '0, b'50, nut March '22, 1 "o2.

..iing io f.vel e nohii.n ve i .ii 1 and ti

fJioiMMU d three hundred and uixty acres making

Airv1fit.rAii git lutnrlrorl nnrl fnrfv qifoc
It is believed that experience has verified the

. I . 1 , nn nrwl incti.inf f.hn nrpspnf. Rrafm wifb v- -
. . .. i i I . i

trara to tne puoiic domain, in mosi essential par
tieulars.
' . .r- - it f i.fit. i1 ou win perceive, uuiu me leporuui me cecrc- -

ot uie interior, mai opinions, wnicu nave oi- -

een expressed in relatiotrk.ftktliSxinerii.tioti of

.orarA.l-Xe- errTVThe net
profit rom the sale of Lhe public lands to June 30,
ir.a3, amounted to the sum of lifty -- three million
two hundred and eighty-nin- e thousaad four hun- -

dre 1 and sixty-fiv- e dollars. ,

I recommend the extension of the land system
over the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, with
such modifications as their peculiarities may re- -'

quire.
Regarding our public domain as chicily valuable

te provide homes for the industrious and enter-
prising, I am not prepared to recommend any es-

sential change in the land system, except by mod-

ifications in favor of the actual settler, and an ex-- I

tension of the pre-emptio-
n principle in certain ca-jse- s,

for reasons, and on grounds, which will be
fully developed in the reports to be laid before
you.

Congress, representing the proprietors of the
territorial domain, nnd charged especially with
pow er to dispose of territory belonging to the Uni-

ted Slates, has, for along course of years, begin-
ning with the administration of Mi. Jefferson, ex- -'

ercised the power to construct roads within the
territories ; and there are so many and oovtous dis-- 1

tinctions between this exercise of power and that
of making roads within the States, that the former

'

has neverbeen considered subject to sucTi objec- -

lions as apply to the latter, and such may now be
considered the settled ('instruction of the power!
of the federal government upon the subject.

Numerous applications have been, and no doubt
will continue to be made for grants of land, in aid j

of the construction of railways. It is not believed
lobe within lhe intent and meaning of the consti-- !

'tion, that the power to dispense of the public do-- !

main, should be used otherwise than mieht be ex-- i

'peeled from a prudent proprietor, and, therefore,
that grants of land to aid in the construction of j

roads should be restricted to cases, where il would i

be for the interest of a proprietor, un 'er like cir- -

cumstances, thus to contribute to the construction
of these works. For the practical operation of such
grants thus far, in advancing the interests of the
States in which the works are located, and at iho j

jsame time the substantial interests of all the other j

States, by enhancing the value and promoting the j

rapid sale of the public domain, I refer you to the
report of the Secretary of the Interior. A care
ful examination, however, will sho that this ex- -

Iperience is the result of a just discrimination, and '

w ill be far from affording encouragment to a reck- -

less or indiscriminate extension of the principle i

I commend to your favorable consideration the
men of genius of our country, who, by their in- -

ventioiis and discoveries in science and art, have
contributed largely to lhe improvements of the
age, w ithout, in many instances, securing for them- - i

si Ives anything like an adequate reward. For ma- -

ny interesting details upon this subject I refer you
to the appropriate reports, and especially ur-r- uo-- i
on you special attention the apparently slight, but
really important, modilic itions of existing laws
then in suggested.

The liberal spirit which has so long marked the
action of Congress in' relation to the District of
Cobimbuia, will I have no doubt, continue lobe;

.manifested. t

The erection of an asylum for the insane of the
District of Columbia, and of the army and navy
of the United States, has baen somewhat retarded, I

by the great demand for materials and labor du-- 1

ring the past summer ; but full preparation for the
reception of patients, before the return of another
u inter, is anticipated : and there is the best lea- -

''son to believo, from the plan and contemplated:
arrangements whicli have been devised, wit!.?lhei
large' i'SiO k llC" Oirni.-l- n d c itliill thehlSt fe ' :rr.
in relation to lhe nature and treatment of the dis-

ease, that it will prove an asylum indeed to this:
most helpless anil afflicted class of sufferers, and
stand as a noble momument of wisdom and mercy.

U ndi r the acts of Cvngrcss of August 3 1 , 1 8 "',!,

and of March 3, 1053, designed to secure for the
cities of Washington and Georgetown an abun- -

daiit supply of good and wholesome water, it be- -

came my duty to examine the report and plans of
t!,.,. (!,;."incei' who had charge of the surveys under
the act iirsi ".''med. The best, if not the only

plan, calculated to scCU permanently the object
sought, was that which contemplates taking the ".Y- -

ter trom the Great Falls of th.e Potomac, and, con-- s

quently, 1 gave to it my approval.
For the progress and present condition ef this

important work, and feu-it- demands, so far as ap- -

proprialions are concerned, I refer you to the re- -

port of the Secretary cd" War.
The present judicial syst m of the United States
has now been in operation for so long a time, and
has in its general theory and so much of its details,
become so familiar to the country, and acquired so
entirely the public eonlideiiee, that if muddied in
any respect, it should only be in those particulars
which may adopt it to the increased extent, popu- -

latioti, and legal business ol the United States.
In this relation, the organization of the courts is
now contessediy madquate to the duties to be per-- ,
formed by them; inconsequence of which, t!
States of Florida, Wisconsin. Iowa, Texas, and
California, and districts of other States, are in ef-

fect exbluded from the full benefits of the general
system, by the-- functions of the circuit court b, 'iiv
devolved un the d strict judges in all those States,
or parts, of Stales.

Tiie spirit of the constitution and a due regard'
iUsiice reouire that a I the Mates ot the I ni,m

d be p d on th ame footing in regard to
tne juuicirtl triounals. I therefore comme d to
your consideration this important subject, w hieh'in,

.my judgment, demands the spi-ed- action of Con-
gress. I will present to you, if deemed desirable,
a plan, which I am prepared to recommend, for
the enlargement and modilication of the present;
judicial system.

Tiie act of Congress establishing the Smithsoni-
an Institution provided that the President of the'
I luted Slates, and other persons therein designa-
ted, should consume an 'establishment" by that
name, and that lhe members should hold stated
and special meetings for the supervision of the af- -

iaus of lhe ln.-.iitu- : ion. The organization not having
taken place, it seemed to me proper that it should
be eiiected without delay. This has been done ;

and an occasion was thereby presented lor inspec- -

ling the condition of the Institution, and apprecia- -

ting its successful progr. ss thus far, and its high
promise of great and gen ral usefulness.

I have omitted to ask your favorable consider;.- -

tion ior the estimates of works of a local character
in twenty-seve- n of the thirty-on- e Slates, annum- -

ting to one miilion seven hundred and i fly -

lour hundred dollars, because, independeiitH' of
the ds which hav-- so often been uigutt a- -

gaiiist the apidication of the federal revenue for '

win Ks o! tins ctiaracter, inequality w itn conseijuent
injustice isinljeien. in the nature eif the propiusitiun,
an 1 because the plan has proved entirely iuade- -

quale to the accomplishment of lhe objects sought.
The subject of internal'improvements, claiming

aula' ine lnteresi anu goon win oi an, uas, never-
theless, been the basis of much political discussion,
and has stood as a deep graven line of division be
tween statesmen of eminent ability and patriotism, j

The rule of strict construction of all powers dele- -'

gated by the States to the general government
has arrayed itself, from time to time, against j

the rapid progress of expenditures from the na-- J

tiomd treasury cn works of a local character with.

to suffer no shock during my official term, if 1

have power to avert it, those who placed me here
may be as-ure- The wisdom of men, who knew
what independence cost, who had put all at stake
upon the issue of the revolutionary struggle, dis-

posed of the subject to which I refer, in the only
way consistent with the union of these States, and
with the march of power and prosperity which
has made us what we are. It is a significant fact,
that from the adoption of the constitution until
the ollicers and soldiers of the revolution had
passed to their graves, or, through the infirmities
of aL'C and tv(ii""'e. l.U vcaseal eo parit-t.tt- .
tivelv in public affairs, there was not merely a
unlet acquiescence in, but a prompt vindication of, !

the constitutional rights of the States. The
served powers were scrupulously respected. No
statesman put forth the narrow views of casuists
to justify interference and ;gitation, but the spirit
of the compact was regarded as sacred in the eye
of honor, and indispensable for lhe great experi-
ment of civil liberty, which, environed by inhe-
rent difficulties, was yet borne forward in appa-
rent weakness by a power superior to all obstacles.
There is no condemnation, which the voice of free-

dom will not pronounce upon us, should we prove
faithless to this great trust. While men inhabit-
ing different parts of this vast continent can no
more be expected to hold the same opinions, or I

entertain the same sentiments, than eve ry variety
of climate of so'il Can be expected to furnish the
same a'Mieultural products, thev can unite in a
common object and sustain common principles es- - j

-- ntialto the maintenance of that object. The
n--'n. of the south and the north could stand ;

durhi" 'he struggle of the hevolir.ion ;
.logetllel uullu5 p

tl,..e i.o.l,l ki o,,..' lo.j-e- i i" the more Iryi g pen- -

d "which succeedeei the clan;'- V.1 arms- -

world, should afford the rule and measure ol con- -

struction ot our powers under tne general ciau-e- s

the constitution. A spirit of strict, deference ;

the sovereign right and dignity of every Si tile, '

rather than a disposition to Minora tnai.v li.e
H provincial relation to the cen!ril authority

should eh am' tcrie all our xrci-- d the req.-- c

powers temporarily vested in u :: a s;o-r.- -

trust lioin th "Vl.iUs eoiuio of oai
jsutuent.

In like manner, a - a iu; r
condition ol th.e pen." uku

lhe reahz Uion ot that m i. '1 ipa.

lure adverted !. doi-- the ilu .v : roe '

stronger and clearer upon a-- , a ; eiu.- - n oi

ra! .Sta'es, to cultivate a tra'ernai a lei a!

iie spiri'. hiii.u ige, and om-aic:- , in rcg--

other Slates, and in rebe.iin lo the vaiied in n
inst'i! u!iins, ai;d habi's ei s lo.imi n'. and i.i n.
which in iv respe ciiva Iv characterize them. M .1 -

tual forbearance, rePpet, ami iion-int- e i h i ence
personal action as citizens, and an en.ar'exerci e of the most iioerai

I

principle
1 o ; eoini.)

the means to pe rpetuate that confidence and ira-- 1

the decay of which a mere political union,
Ion so vat a scale, could not long survive.

In still another point of view, is an important

the cardinal virtues of public frugality and oniciai
;,o,.,rr;tT- - nr,-- iniritv. I'ub he nflairs oulMU to be
so conducted that

.
a settled conviction shall pervade ,

the entire I nion, that nothing short of the high-- ,

est tone and standard of public morahiy makes;
every part of the administration and legislation of;
the "general government. Thus will the federal;
systeT.1, whatever expansion time and progress
may. give it, continue more and more deeply root-

ed in the love and confidence of the people.
That wise economy, which is as far removed

from parsimony as from corrupt and corrupting
1 ti. o j

od, which will frown upon all attempts lo ap- - j

r roach the treasury with insidious prelects of t:n- - i

interest cloaked under public pretexts, thti
sound fiscal administration, which, in the legisla- - j

tive de partment, guards against the dangerous
temptations incident to overflowing revenue, and,
in the executive, maintains .an unsleeping wa tell -

fulness against the tendency of all national ex-- j

penditure" to extravagance, while they are ad-- !

mitted elementary olitieal duties, may, I trust,
be deemed as properly adverted to and urged, in
view of the more impressive sense of that necessi-

ty, which is directly suggested by the considera-
tions now presented.

J-:i- the adjournment ot Congress, the ice
President ofihe United States has passed from j

the scenes efrearth, xvithout having entered upon j

the duties of the station, to which he had been
called bv the voice ed bis count-ivm- . n. Having

by the na'ttm with piinful solicitude. it-

him on M 2 lb laon' At!
th.- , .m ar Ma :'iZ

st i ellgi li gIVo tin e . cd'ie-d- ie; w :i.

cieiu lo ' t t - all. o ill- - !;

hani. 1. vvhert-- . 1'.: t , '. '
'. ndi '

: V r '

fli'.is: C will 1 1 ' : ! .1 i w , :

net!' iy : ree v a - U i;i.i ; ! .

Er.teriainiiij Ul'i tij.iH a ' ;: !i Ji i;''C
' lit l.h.l I ! en if OiiO'i lo Ue- -

:esl.au l being Col.r-.o- oi 1 tne.ti

part which ttiv not insert luhl tn.m .:

advance ent 01 inv eouu'rv I 1 IU cV he HIV
1

FRANKLIN P1EUCK-Washington- ,

D. C, December o, 1 G53.
i

Thomas G. Atkins, a well-know- n and ome- -
what eccentric citizen of Bosie.n, died tlie-r- e ell

i

Saturday last. The Bee says, for half a cent urv i

past, he" kept a dry goods store on Washington
street, near School, directly 'pposite the Old '

South. In his stock may be found goods which he i

bought the first year of his trade, lie never would
I

sell an article for less iiian was paid for it which
was generally a pretty high rate. Mr. Atkins was
a tf2lX,000 man we don't know but in late years
his property has rolled up to S3U0,000. Though
rich as this made him, he was a miserly man, save
in one singular exception. His passion and de-
light was "to be in the law, He never was out of
it. If people wouldn't "pick a fuss" with him he
would with them. We suppose he has spent 50,-00- 0

in this amusement.

The Slave Trade in Cuba. Letters from Ha-
vana r daterl fiA Inctnnt r i il, ,1... n:.:i...iovuuu, iilllUi llltll, UIC U11L1S11 OOlt
sul General Canedo ol the landing of two more
cargoes of slaves, numbering five hundred, on the
south side of the island, it is also stated that a
fleet of about ten vessels is waiting on the coast of
Brazil for a favored. MH;,.s,n .,,,.1.
the African coalt for cardan;! those VhipmeaS

occupied, almost continuously, for more than tlur- - " J ;" r'" 1 r",utni
the other of the two! 1 vc man. his ar.cede3f.e rtn.cteriie.ty years, a seat in one ,r

Houses of Congress, and having, bv his singular! atM f tsoi ht.aumuii.stratn will r-

7 i i i . iual i:-- wlth-- a seiw u he fitnrai for the iionpurity and wisdom, secured unbounded com deuce . ..., !
1 , Ik--

' ocpnpv-tf- . l ni.ro no l;n..s no pnltry quivocation no
and universal respect, his tailing heakh washed .

, .rt ;,.,r,. . , ,

their united valor was adequate to tilt edtlie country, under an ur- - uicuuistat.ces, i,.s oven

the camp and dangers of the field, so their utni' d i justly ivgarde-- as irr, parab'v1.

wisdom proved ecp-ta- l to the greater task of found- - j In compliance with ihv ?('. of Cong'e Man:;:

in", upon a deei) and broad ba is, institutions, ; 2. IboS. the eeith d ofina- - w. :;'it.:u..-;er- a

winch it lias been our privilege to enjoy, and will;
ever be our most sacred duty to sustain. It is

but the feeble expression ot a faith strong a ral

to say that the ir sens, vvlio.-- e blood mingh--

so often upon the same field, during lhe war ol
1812, and who have more recently borne in tri-

umph the flag of the country upon a foreign soil,
wiil never permit alienation of U cling to weaken
the power of their united ctiorts, nor internal

to paralyze the great arm of freedom,
uplifted for the vindication of

I have thus briefly presented such suggestion

appropriations ol Uie last e ongress, 1 refer vou to
the report of the Secretary of War.

There is no subject of a domestic nature, which,
from its intrinsic importance, and the many inter-
esting questions of future policy which it involves
cannot fail to receive your early attention. I al-

lude to the means of communicat on, by which
diiiTl'!lt parts of the wide expanse of our country
are to be pi.'C''' in closer connexion for purposes
both ofdekT.se and co'ercial intercourse, and
more especially such as :ipperi.".'.'n to the communi-
cation of those great divisions of the iu.".1"' which
lie on the opposite sides of the Rocky Moiintah'1- -

That the govertment has not been unmindful ot
this heretofore, is apparent from the aid it has affor-
ded, through appreciations for mail facilities an '

other purposes. Put the general subject will now
present itsel' under aspects more imposing and
more purely national, oy reason of tha surve s
ordered by Congress, and now in the process of
completion, for communication by railway across
the continent, and wholly within the limit's of the
United States.

The pow e r to declare war, to raise and support
armies, to provide and maintain a navy, and to call
forth the militia to execute the laws, suppress in-

surrections, and repel invasions, was conferred up-n- o

Congress, as means to jro ioe for the common
elelense, and to protect a lerriteny and a population
now widespread and vastly multiplied. As inci-

dental to and indispensable for the exercise of this
power, it must sometimes be necessary to construct
military loads anil pro ect harbors of refuge To
appropriations by CVngress for such objects,' no
sound objection can be raised. Happily for our
country, its peaceful policy and rapidly increasing
population impose upon us no urgent necessity for
preparation, and leave but few trackless deserts
between assailable points and a patriotic people
ever ready and generally able to protect them,
ddiese necessary links, the enterprise and energy
of orr people are steadily and boldly struggling to
supply. AH experience affirms dial, wherever pri-

vate enterprise will avail, it is most wise for the
general government to leave to that and indiv dual
watchfulness the location and execution of all
means of communication.

The surv eys before alluded to were designeel to
ascertain the most practicable and economical route
for a railroad from the river Mississippi to the
Pacific ocean. Parlies are now in the held making
explorations, where previous examinations bael
not supplied sufficient data, and where there was
the best reason to hope the object sought might
be found. The means and time being both limi-

ted, it is not to be expected that all the accurate
knowledge desired will be obtained, but itis hoped
that much and important information will be ad-

ded to the stock previously possessed, and that
partial, if not full reports of lhe surveys ordered
will be received, in time for transmission to the
two Houses of Congress, on. or before the first
Monday in February next, as required by the act
of appropriation. The maguiiude of the enterprise
contemplated has aroused, and will doubtless con-

tinue to excite, a very general interest broughout
the country. In its political, its commercial, and
its military bearings, it has varied, great, and in-

creasing claims to consideration. The heavy e,

the great delay, nnd, at times, fatality at-

tending travel by either of the ishmus routes, have
demonstrated the advantage, which would result
from interritoi ial communication by such safe and
rapid means as a railroad would supply.

as seem to me especially wormy 01 joui consiue-- : privilege to deserve and sieuie. not onlv votn
ration. In providing lor the present, you can j cordial co-ope- lion in great public bu'
hardly fail to avail yourselves ot lhe lighl, which j also those relations of mutual confidence and la-

the experience of the pasf'ajasts upon the future, j gard, which il is always so desirable 10 cultivate
The growth of our popu ation has n vv brought j between men hers ui branches of lhe

us, in the destined career of our national history, 'government.
to a peint at which it well behooves us to expand j

our vision over tne v st prospective.
The successive decennial returns of the census

since the adoption of the constitution have reveal-
ed a law of steady progressive development, which
may be stated, in general terms, as a duplication
every quai y. Carried forward, from
the point already reached, for only a short period
of time as applicable to the existence of a nation,
this law of progress, if unchecked, will bring us
to almost incredible results. A large allowance
for a diminished proportional effect of emigration
would not very materially reduce tbe estimate,
while the increased average duration of human
life, known to have already resulted from the scien-
tific and hygienic improvements of the past fifty
years, will tend to keep up through the next fifty,
or perhaps hundred, the same ratio of growth,
which has been thus revealed in our past progress;
nnd to the influence of these causes may be added
the influx of laboring masses from eastern xVsia
to the Pacific side of our possessions, together
with the probable accession of the populations al- -

reaay existing in other
.
parts-o- t

.
our hemisphere,

which, within the period in question, will f el,f with j

jeany increasing lorce, tne natural attraction of
so vast, pwerlul, and prosperous a confederation

'"l :uuu..cs anu win seek t ha pr.v- -
j

lege of within lis safe and happy

KS6 with themselve., by a peace- -
.u. ,,u uediuij piouess 01 are intented for the of Cuba The slave lwuo"8 OI uia ocean- - Ihe ttir"y our 7
regions of virgin and exuberant soil, whfch are schooner Maria not lSg L TTrTTdestined to swarm with the fast-frrowin- rr tl,, v., , V i uu.'i.f".pre.dingBillionsot.ourr.ee. I i E?Kill "La " -

.
v w. u Vus. ' aommtRd u w th mdr. . - ,


