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VETO MESSAGE.
To the Houst of Representative of the

United States.
It is with unfeigned regret that I

find myself under the necesity of re
turning to the House ot kepresenti- -

fires, with my objection, a bill en
titled "An act to provide revenue
from imports, and to channc and acted that act should continue
modify existing laws imposing duties ' and be in force until otherwise pro
on imports and for other purposes." vided by law, unless the UniiedStates
Nothin" C in be more painful to any should become involved in war witli
individual called upon to perform the any foreign power, in which event,
chief Executive duties under our fr;m the comm-neme- nt of hostili-limite- d

Constitution, than to be c n- - ties, the act should be suspended un-

trained to withhold his assent from til theci-s-atio- n of holiilitics.
an important measure adapted by the N t long after the opening of the
Legislature; vet he would neither ful- - present session o! Congress, the un-f- il

the high ptirpo-- e of his statinn, nor precedpnted and extraordinary dilfi-consu- lt

th true interest", or the s - rul'ies that, have recently embarrass
emn will of ths people, the common cd the Imences of t;.e co'imry began
constituent of both of the to assume a serious aspect. It soon
Govarnmnnt, bv vie'dm I is well- - bec.oiip quite evident that the hopes
censidnred. m st d ep'v fixed, an f under which the act of 4'h Septem-repeatedl- y

declare I opin'ons on mii-be- r wt-- - pissed, and which alone jus-ters-

great pubhc concernment to lifiVd il in the eyes either of Congress

thoe of a coordinate I )ep i i im-n- t,
' who i nposd or of ihe Executive

without reqtie.l lhat Department se- - who appio-e- d the first of the two
riously to the suhj-- ct of conditions jnst recited, were not des
their difference. The exerci-- e of tined to be fu'fi'Ied. Under the pres- -

some independence of jud intent in

regard to all acts of legislation, is

plainly imp'ied in the responsibility
of approving them. At :i!l times a
duty it becomes a peculiarly solemn
and imperative one, when the sub

jrcts passed upon by Congress, hap-

pen to involve, as in the present in-

stance, the most momentous issues, to
affect variously the vat ions parts of a

great country, and to have :ivi n rise
in all quarters to such a conflict of
opinion, as to render it impossible to
conjecture, with any certainty, on
which side the majority really is.

Surelv, if the paue for reflection, in-

tended by the wise author? of the
Constitution, by referring the sub-

ject back to Congress for
be ever expedient and necessa-

ry, it is precisely such a c ise as the

present.
On the subject of distributing the

proceeds of the s;ales of the public
lands, in the existing state of the

finances, it has been my duty to

make known my settled convictions
on various occasions during the pres-

ent session of Congress. At the

opening of the extra session, upwards
oi twelve months ago, sharing fully

in the general hope of returning pros-

perity and credit, I recommended

such a dUtribution; but that recom-

mendation was even then expressly-couple- d

with the condition that the

duties on imports should not exceed
theiateof 20 per cent., provided by

the Compromise Act of 1 833. These
hopes were not a little encouraged
and these views strcngineneo iy mc, r. - t orir i' u'inir. i iihii ii uiei-.- y
JCUV'l l ' -

of
r
the Treasury, wh.ch was shortly

thereafter laid before Congress, in
which he recommended trie imposi
tion of duties at the rate of 20 per

cent, ad valorem on all free articles,
with specified exceptions, and slated
"if this measure be adopted, there
will be received in the Treasury from

customs, in the last quarter of the

present year, (1841,) 5.300 000; in

all of the year 1842, about $22,500,-000- ;
and in the year 1843, afier the

final reduction under the act of March

2, 1833, about ,$20,800,000;" and

adds, "it is believed that after the

heavy expenditures required by the

public service in the present year
hall have been provided for, the

revenue which will acrue from lhat
or a nearlv proximate rate of duty,
will be sufficient to defray the ex-

penses of the Government, and leave
a surplus to be i.r.nually applied to
the gradual payment of the national
debt, leaving the proceeds of the pub-

lic lands to be disposed of as Con-

gress shall see fit." I was most nap- -

py that Congress, at the time, seemed

the

iiiuciy iu cuiir.ur in me recoiiimcu-dations- of

the Executive, and, antici-
pating the correctness of the Secre-
tary's conclusions, and in view of an
actual surplus, passed the dislribution
act of the 4th September last, wisely
limiting its operation by two condi-
tions, having refeience, both of them,
to a possible state of the Treasury,
different from that which had been
anticipated by the Secretary ol the
Treasury, and to the paramount ne-

cessities of the public service. It
ordained that, "if at any time during
the existence of that act, there should
be an imposition of duties on imports
inconsistent with the provisions of
the act of the 2d March, 1 833, and
beyond the rate of duties fixed by
that act, to wit, 20 per cent, on the
value of such imports or any of
them, then the distribution should be
suspended and should continue so
suspended, until that cause should be
removed. Iv a previous clause it
had, in a like spirit of wise and cau-
tious patriotism, provided f i another
case in which all are even now agreed,
that the proceeds of the sales of the
public lands should be used for the
defence of the country It was en- -

sure, therefore, of the embarrassments
which had thus unexpectedly ansen, j

it appeared to me tliyt the course to
be pursued had been clearly marked
out for the Government by that net
itself. The condition contemplated
in it, as retiring a s ipen-uo- of its
operation li id occurred. It became
rw cessarv, in the opinions of all, to
raise the rate of duties upon imports
above 20 per cent., and with a view

iih to provide available moans to
meet present exigencies, ano io lay
the ro mdation for a successful nejo--

iti ilion of a loan, I felt it incumbent
r .

upon me to urge upon congress to
raise the duties accordingly, imposing
them in a spiiii of a wie discrimina-
tion, for the two fold object of afford-

ing ample revenue for the Govern-

ment, and incidental protection to
the various branches' m domestic in
dustry-- . I also pressed, in the most
emphatic but respectful language I

could employ, trie necessity oi ma

king the land sales available to the
Treasury as the basis of public credit.
I did not" think that I could stand ex-

cused, much less justified, before the
people of the United Stales, nor
could I reconcile it to myself to re-

commend the imposition of addition-

al taxes upon them, without at the
same time urging the employment of
all the lepitimate means of the Gov-

ernment towards satisfying its wants.
These opinions were communicated
in advance of any definitive action

of Congress on the subject either of

the tariff" or land sales, under a high
spnseof Diiblic duty, and in compli- -

nn with an exnies ill linCHOU Ul.". - - ' -... :r ..n:.
ne mu.u, "7 '

extremely to be deprecated asion
. . .II rl n O -- 11 ! COO-V-

SUCll COIIISIOII" amajo
inglv arisen between the Executive
and 'Legislative branches f the Gov-

ernment, it has assuredly not been

owing to any capricious interference,

c to any want of a pfain and frank

declaration of opinion on the part of

rnr,npr. Conaress differed in its
ith those of the Executive,

as it had undoubtedly a right to do.

...j -coH a hill virtually for a time
tho nrnviso of tl.fi net ot,

'fuiiiis rre
the4thSeptemler, 1841. The bill

rt.,rned to the House in which

it originated, with my objections to
law. With a new toits becoming a

prevent, it possible, an open disagree- -

..ment ot opinion - - - r--
occasion to declare thattant, I took

I regarded it as an indispensable pre- -

of duties::.. n increase
cent, that the act ofabove 20 per

the 4th September should remain

in its provisions. My rea-son- s

for lhat opinion were elaborate

ly set forth in the message which ac-

companied the return of the bill
which no Constitutional majority ap-
pears to have been found for passing
into a law.

The bill which is now before me
proposes, in its 27th section, the total
repeal of one of the provisos in the
act of September, and while it in-

creases the duties above 20 per cent.,
directs an unconditional distribution
of the land proceeds. I am there-
fore subjected a second time, in the
period of a few days, to the necessi-
ty of either giving my approval to a
measure which, in my deliberate
judgment, is in conflict with great
public interests, or of returning it to
the House in which it originated, with
my objections. With all my anxiety
(or the passage of a law which would
replenitdi an exhausted Treasury, and
furnish a sound and healthy encour-
agement to mechanical industiy, I
cannot consent to do so at the sacii-fic- e

of the peace and harmony of the
country, and the clearest convictions
of public duty.

For some of the reason which have
brought me to this conclusion, I re-l- er

to mv previous messages to Con-

gress, and briefly subjoin:
1. The bill unites two subjects,

which, so far from having any affini-

ty to one another, are wholly incon-
gruous in their character. It is both
a revenue and an appropriation bill.
It thus imposes on the Executive, in
the first place, the necessity of either
approving that which he would re-

ject, or rejecting that which he might
otherwise approve. This is a species
of contraint to which the judgment of
the Executive ought not. in my opin-

ion, to be subjected. But that is not
my only objection to the act in its
present form. The union of subjects
wholly dissimilar in their character
in the same bill, if it grew into a prac-
tice, would not ftil to lead to con-

sequences destructive of all wise and
conscientious legislation. Various
measures, each agreeable only to a
small minority, might, by being thus
united, and the more the greater
chance of success lead to the pass
ing of laws, of which no single pro-

vision cou'd, if standing alone, com
mand a majority in its favor.

2. While the Treasury is in a slate
of extreme embarrassment, requir
ing everv dollar which i: can make
available, and when the Government
has not only to lay additional taxes,
but to borrow money to meet press-
ing demands, the bill proposes to give
awav a fruitful source of revenue
which is the same thing as raising mo-

ney by loan and taxation not to
meet the wants of the Government,
but for dislribution, a proceeding
which I must regard as highly impo-liii- c,

if not unconstitutional.
A brief review of the present con-

dition of the public finances will serve
to illustrate the true condition of the
Treasury, and exhibit its actual ne-

cessities. On the 5th of August,
(Friday last,) thete was in the Trea-

sury, in round numbers, $2,150,000
Necessary to be retain-
ed to meet trust
funds, $360,000

Inleteston public debt
due in October, 80,000

To redeem Treasury
notes and pay the
interest, 100,000

Land distribution, un-

der the act of the 4 th

Sept. 1841, 640,000
$1,18000

Leaving an available a--

mount of $970,000
The Navy Department had drawn

requisitions on the Treasury, at that
time, to meet debts actually due,

which are hills under protest
for $1,414,000, thus leaving an actu-
al deficit of $444,000.

There was on hand about $100,-00- 0

of unissued Treasury notes, as-

sisted by the accruing revenue,
about $150,000 per week,

exclusive ol receipts on unpaid bonds,
to meet requisitions for the Army,
and the demands of the civil list.

The withdrawal of the tarn of
$640,000 to be distributed among the
States, so soon as the statements and
accounts can be made up and complet-
ed, by virtue of the provisions of the
act of the 4th September last, of
which nearly a moiety eoes to a few
States and only about $383,000 is to
be divided among all the States,
while il adds materially to the

of the Treasury, affords
to the States no decided relief.

No immediate relief from this state
of things is anticipated, unless, what
would most deeply be deplored, the

Government could be reconciled to
the negocialion of loans already au-

thorized by law, at a rate of discount
ruinous in itself, and calculated most
seriously to affect the public credit.
So great is the depression of trade,
that even if the present bill were to
become a law, and prove to be pro-
ductive, some time would elapse be-

fore sufficient supplies would flow in-

to the Treasury, while, in the mean-
time, its embarrassments would be
continually augmented by the semi-

annual distribution of the land pro-
ceeds.

Indeed, there is but too much
ground to apprehend that even if this
.bill were permitted to become a law,
iiireneing as it does the proceeds of
the land sales, an actual deficit in the
Treasury would occur, which would
more than probably involve the ne-

cessity of a resort to direct taxation.
Let it be also remarked that $5,-500.0-

of the public debt becomes
redeemable in about two years and a
half, which, at any sacrifice must be
met, while the treasury is always lia
ble to demands for the payments of
outstanding Treasury notes. Such
is the gloomy picture which our
financial department present now
presents, and which calls for the ex-

ercise of a rij.id eeonomy in the pub-
lic expenditures, and the rendering
available of all the means within the
control of the Government. I most
respectfully submit, whether this is a
lime to give away the proceeds of
the land sales, when the public lands
constitute a fund which, of all others,
may be maJe most useful in sustain-
ing the public credit. Can the Gov
ernment be generous and munificient
to others when every dollar it can
command is necessary to supply its
own wantr? And if Congress would
not hesitate to suffer the provisions
of the act of 4th September last to
remain unrepealed, injease the coun-
try was involved id war, is not the
necesity for such a course now just
as imperative as it would be then?

3. A third objection remained to
lie urged, which would be sufficient,
in itself, t induce me to return the
billl to the House with my objections.
By uniting two subjects so incongru-
ous as Tariff and Distribution, it in-

evitably makes the fate of the one
dependent upon that of the o:her in
luture contests of party. Can any-

thing be more fatal to the merchant
or manuf idurer than such an alli-

ance? What they mo t of all e

is a svsiem of moderate duties,
so arranged as to withdraw the Tari-

ff questions, as fir as possible, com-

pletely from the aren i ol political
contention. Their chief want is per-

manency and stability. Such an in-

crease of iheTarilf, 1 believe to be

necessary, in order to meet the eco-

nomical expenditures ot Government.
Such an increase, made in the spirit
of moderation and judicious discrimi-
nation, would, I have no doubt, be
entirely satisfactory to the great ma-

jority of the American people. In
the way' ol accomplishing a measure
so salutary tmd so imperatively de
manded by every public interest, the
Legislative Department will meet
with a cordial cooperation on the
part of the Executive. This is all

that the manufacturer can desire, and
it would be a burden readily borne
by the people. But I cannot too
earnestly repeat, that in order to be
beneficial it must fie permnnet, and in

order to be permanent it must com-

mand general acquiescence. But. can
such permanency be justly hoped for
if the Tariff question be coupled with
that of Distribution, as to which a
serious conflict of opinion exists

the States and the people, which
enlists in its support a bare majority.
if indeed there be a majority, of the
two Houses of Congress? What
permanency or stabiity can attach to
a measure which, warring upon itself,
gives away a fruitful source ot reve-
nue at the moment it proposes a iarge
increase of taxes on the people? Is
the manufacturer prepared to stake
himself and his interests upon such
an issue.

I knew that it is urged, but most
erroneously, in my opinion, that in
stability in just as apt to be produced
by retaining the public lands as a
source of revenue as from any other
cause, and this is ascribed to a con
slant fluctuation, as it is said, in the
amount of sales. If there were any
thing in this objection it equally ap
plies to every imposition ot duties on
imports. Ihe amount ot revenue
annually derived from duties is con
stantly liable to change. The rega

nations of foreign governments, the
I varying productiveness of other coun

tries, periods of excitement in trade,
and a great variety of other circum-

stances are constantly arising to af-

fect the stale of commerce, foreign
and domestic, and of consequence the
revenue levied upon it. The sales
of the public domain in ordinary
times are regulated by fixed laws,
which have their basis in a demand
increasing only in the ratio of the in-

crease of population. In recuring
to the statistics connected with this
subject, it will be perceived that for
a period of ten yefirs preceding 1834,
the average amount of land sales did
not exceed $2,000,000.

For the increase which took place
in 1834-- 5 and 6, we are to look to
that peculiar condition of the eoun
try which grew out of one or the
most extraordinary excitements in
business and speculation that have
ever occurred in the history of com-

merce and currency. It was the fruit
of a wild spirit of adventure engen-
dered by a vicious system of credits,
under the evils of which the country
is still laboring, and which it is fond-

ly hoped will not soon recur. Con-

sidering the vast amount of invest-
ments made by private individuals in
the public lands, during those three
years, and which equalled $43,000,-00- 0,

equal to more than 20 years
purchase, taking the average of sales
of the ten preceding years, it mav be
safely asserted that the result of the
public land sales can hold out noth-
ing 10 alarm the manufacturer witli
the idea of instability in the revenues,
and consequently in the course of
the Government.

Under what appears to me, there
fore, the soundest considerations of
public policy, and in view of the in-

terests of every branch of domestic
industry, 1 return you the bill with
these my objections to its becoming

law.
I take occasion emphatically to re

peat my anxious desire to co operate
with Congress, in the passing of a
law, which, while it shall assist in
supplying the wants of the Treasury
and public credit, shall
afford to the manufacturing interests
of the country all the incidental pro-

tection they require.
After all, the effect ol what 1 do is

substantially to call on Congress to
the snbtect. If. on such

reconsideration, a majority of two- -

thirds of both houses should te in
favor of this measure, it will become
a law notwithstanding my objections.
In ease of clear and manliest error on
the patt of the President, the presump-
tion of ihe Constitution is that such
mainlines will be found. Should
thev tie so found in this case, having
conscientiously discharged my own
duty, I shall cheerfully acquiesce in
the result. JUHA TYLKK.

Washinotow An?. 9ih. 1842.

Two Hundred Years.
No period of equal length in the

world's history presents so great a
revolution, moral, political, and so
cial, as the last two centuries. What
a change in our country! Plains,
whose beauty and luxuriance never
met a civilized eye wifd glens, lone-
ly rivers, and unvisilrd mountains
the haunts of untamed and countless
beasts and birds interminable for
ests, in whose echoing aisles the wan-
dering red man found a home, then
spread from the Mackenzie to the
lulls of Daritn. but now, what vil
lages, cities, communities, works of
art, wonders of wealth, industry, cul-

tivation and intelligence.
Let us take an Indian wigwam and

one of our happy homes for a com-

parison. In that fragile hut of bark
and poles, with the smoke cieeping
from its awkwaid entrance, you saw
only a few skins, a stone hatchet, a
fish hook of bone, a bow and arrow,
and a rode vessel or two of sun dried
pottery. The inhabitants lived on
parched corn, roots, and raw or burnt
flesh. No salt, no spices, no condi-
ments, no furniture, no comforts, no
luxuries. You see less providence
and foresight, even for the aninvd
wants, than the squirrel makes in his
den, or the blue jay in the loose bark
and clefts of old trees. All is dark,
dirtv, cold, cheerless, intolerable.
Step now into a modern family resi
dence but you must turn from a fine
ly beaten road into a nice garden,
full ot flowers and trees you enter a
beautiful house, whose walls keep ont
the cold and snow of winter, but
which is open and airy and agreeable
in summer. The light comes in
through a clear, crystal medium, melt
ed by art from the glass in the streets,
making it all one broad sunshine.
You tread on fine carpets, whose
wool grew on the Green Mountains,

but which has since taken two voya-
ges across the Atlantic, and was
manufactured into the rich . fabric
three thousand miles off. Here are
costly tables and chairs, whose wood
came from Honduras, and instru-

ments which discourse music sweet
as the yEolian harp. Look into this
library and you see works from all
countries accumulating for three or
four thousand years, and preserving
inviolable thus far the immortality of
genius. The walls are hung with
rich paintings, and the liches filled
with noble works of art that speak
almost of a divine beauty. But seat
yourself at the table, spread with
but the common necessaries of com-
mon life. Here are ingenious manu-
factures from Birmingham and Shef-
field. The combined art of the world
is displayed before you, in articles of
convenience and use. Here may be
daily spread beef from Ohio, mutton
from New Hampshire, venison from
Maine, oysters from New Jersey, fish
from New Foundland. In short,
meats and vegetables from the tem-
perate regions, spices and fruits from
the tropic, rice from Calcutta, tea
from China, oil from Palestine, wine
from Spain contributions from al-

most every country and every clime.
And look, too, upon these articles of
dress; wander through all these rooms,
and see how the ends of the earth
are brought together, and made to
minister to the wants, or taste, or
luxury of every one beneath this roof;
and yet this is not the palace of a
merchant prince, but the simple house
of some mechanic, or tradesman, or
farmer. But the wealthy Roman
who feasted the five millions of the
Eternal City, for thirty days, and out
of his own revenues, would have
found much to envy in these, to us,
common enjoyments. How wonder-
ful, then, to the simple savage, in his
still ruder hut.

And yet there is scarce a greater
difference here than in the political
and social condition of the civilized
world in our own age, and that of the
seventeenth century. Russia, theft
a mere herd of boors, is establishing
schools and coming enlightened.
The solid Turk has donned the Frank
costume and habits. Germany, from
the passive battle field of Europe,
has become the seat of learning and
philosophy the fountain from which
streams of knowledge go forth to
water the earth. England has emerg-
ed from the tyranno of one Charles
and the viciousness of another, to ra-

tional and comparative freedom.
France has broken ofT the chains of
feudalism, and though yet struggling
in dark waters, has caught a glimpse
of light, even of the' glorious liberty
and beauty of heaven. And our own
land has gone on advancing in its
destiny, rising higher and higher in
the great work of human elevation.
She has explained to the world that
every man can be great, noble, free,
exalted that human nature is capa-
ble of infinite improvement that
men were not born to be degraded to
brutes, crushed by chains, clouded in
igno.ance, perverted to fiends, but
have in them the germ of angels, the
capacity of gods, souls that can as-

pire, and aspiring, reach even to other
and sublimer destinies. And the
truths she has given have moved lik
the spirit among the dry bones of ther

valley, and the world is awakening.
Do we not see it in the constantly
slumbering bonds of despotism; it

the ever increasing light and intelli
gence of the people; in the activity
of mind, the triumph of art. the won
ders of invention. Has not the lra
tinal spirit of the nations grown ont
of this? We live in a revolutionary
age, a progressive one mind is

the people have felt their
strength they ore gathering togeth-
er, find soon will the walls of degre
da tion, of ignorance and despotism,
fall utterly and forever before the uni-
versal shout of freedom. If two
hundred years more bring with them
an equal progress, a man of out own
age might view its wonders with the
same astonishment that the wild war-

rior of King Philip would gaze upon
the rush of the rail-roa- d car.

Beautiful Thought. An eloquent
wiiterstates that there is nothing
purer than honesty nothing sweet-
er than charity nothing wanner than
love nothing richer than wisdom

nothing brighter than virtue and
nothing more steadfast than faith.
These united in our mind form the
purest, the sweetest, the warmest
the richest, brightest and the most
steadfast happiness. '


