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Delivered in the Hall of the House
of Representatives, October 11,
18562, b Alexander K.
McClung, Esq.

Ladies and Geptleaen :

¢t We have met to commemorate the life
and seevices of Hesgy Coav, After o
long life—alter o long, nseful and illos
trious career— he hins prssod aw av. The
ficry :lnllu.‘lririn; n]uili!_ whewse parihily
life was one long storm, las at leneth
gunk to rost.  Noither praise nor gensure
cun now rench hime When his hauglivy
soul pussed away from the earrh, and the
grave closed over his dust, it also en-
tombed in its dork und narsow clinmber
the bitterness of detraction, and  the

iously upon him with a stesnge mixtuare
of hateed, fear and admiration.

There gro many phases in whieli it =
nevessary o regard Mr, Clay to reach a
corroct estimate of his chiracter; and tn

whom he  elosely resembled, It iz not |
protuthle that he had ever studied any of
them vlosely ; and even had he done so,
the originulity of his genios and the in-

accomplish their delineation without &
degree of jumbling confusion, is & work
of some difficulty,  As an ortor, he was
brilliant gnd geand.  None of his cone
temporarics could so stiy men’s blood.
Nong approached him in his mistery
over the heart and  the  imagination
of his hearers. O all the jpafts
with which nature decks her  Tuvors
iles, not the groatest of prandost cor-
tuinly, but  the most  brilliant, the
most Tuseinating, aad for the moment
the most powerful, is exalted cloquence.
Betore its Heeting and brief glare, the
stoady Helit of wisdom, logic or philoso-
phy pales, as the stirs fud: hefore the
meteor, With this choice and ;:ln!'iu“.“
gift nature had endowed Me. Cluy be-

tense pride of hix haughty temper woulil
have prevented him from stooping o so-|
leot & model,  1f he resombled oy of |
them, he did not know ity and he would |
hunve carcd as little to abalish the 1mint-r|
of resmblance as to make them, To,
Demosthenes, towhom he hag heen ofton |
eompured, he bore a likeness in his pas-

ston, hid intensity, and in Wiz cecasional

want of logic: but  he wis whterly un-

like Dt in othor respects, Hehad none |

sleaight forward, unhalting dirvetniss
with which he dasheld on fo Lis end. To
Cicero he bore no resemblance whatever
Among the eminent Englisle spoakees it
would be almost s diffieult to trace with

of his terseness, his nakedness and the |'.

him o parallel, in any eonsiderable de |

amid the smoke and the roar and the
turmaoil of battle, his lofty crest wis
ever glittering in the van for the rally of
lis host.  He waited for no indicationd
of popularity, for he received his inspir-
ations from his own c¢lear head and
dauntless heart.  His convictions were
o #trong, his self-confidence so unboun-
dotd, his will so indomitable, his inven-
tion so rapid, his genius so geand and
lofty, that he scemed to hear, stamped
ul.u'n liis brow, nature's patent to com-
mand.  He moved wmong his partisans

with an imporial, never doubting, over-
powaring air of fauthority, which few
were able to resist,  He tolornted no in-
sitbordination.  Opposition scemed 1o
him 1o b rehellion, and obey or quit
the eamp, death or tribute, wus his mot-
to. And he rarely [ailed to foree obe-
dience.  Though the powerful rally
which was made against him among his

After o close and most desperate strug-
gle, he fell again, and apparently forey-
er.  Yet, even aftor this apparently final
blow another cilort was made, which
most strikingly illustrated hischarvacter,
und displayed upon a broad ground his
wodigious  power over men, and hi
Lnnyunt contident, sanguine, unbronk-
able spirit, When he was struck down
in 1844, it scemed that his race was run,
i« defents had been so nomerous and
eontinued, he had been so long in the
public eye, he was so far adyvaneed in
vears; the rivals of his middle age,
‘Adamse, Jackson and Crawford, had all
passed sway, and e sevmed of o formor
goneration,  The public  heart  felt
that his carcer wis closed. The old
muke way for the young, and s new race
had arisen, Taylor's victories had ar-
rested the publie mind, and, the veteran
statesman of Ashland, wus {orgotten;
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: ot s . What the great resto
) . gree exact or close. The profound phil- | yaociates in 1540 and 1848, when for- | Y05 Ll;‘ attempted I..ill.bh'l"l'l llm' tide of | Giomuch Bitters, will do
: : 1 : : vond all moen of the age,  Like all natu- v of Birke, with Kts omvoeciio| ¢ : i | victory in the fullness of its power, Ilis | from what it has doue,
tiger forocity of party spivir, with which | b osopliy 0 urke, with his gorgeous, | yype fupnished the wedpon to strike, e S i he | eal cures in tho
’ vitl vrators, lie wis very  unequal; some s n it YOIe onll e ; ! Ly : 'L eontrol over men was so prodigious, he | a usunds s

he had so long wrestlod.  Doath has hal-| P SO arid and golden lawguage, rolling on exposed  how  much  of secret dis- : $ 3 sin, billons disorders, e

: ekt ol AL S BAl fimes sinking to commenplace medioeri- with the pomp and power of an army | ke Dbis  despotic will had  banded bestivred himself so vigorously, l““ﬁ‘-r'lf'k nervous nﬂmlow :
lowed his name and burnished bis ser | ty, then wgain, when the ocoasion roused | (4ooe S B e Ve in: no dearee uln-lin-!l, " him, yet it was gencrally |80 bard and true to his mark, that with fiﬂn‘;:“ont:mf[ﬁn Lw.ulhl" g
Hedenn lmplu'mli e memory of his conn- [ his geniug, he would sonre aloft in tow- :I['li-rm:'lu'il, Sheridan’s bright and pun- | yeaten down to submission, His ablesy| Most of his close friends directly ) disabilities 1 which the el
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:{I"_"HI";”“ rt“.ll;f\f :Iln 14 ,' AP P 'h ';””“‘. ""‘Il‘ I'l"ii'l He had l::ll' ot ‘I" ”l‘. of [ vent style, glittering with antithesisand | 4nd  hauehtiost  comrades  would, i mitted against him, aud in spite of the | subjes
AL : e Ul e eistom o our | gl ninsel o wetorie, or the wordy e v el e Iy like ki T it s
J point, was equatly unlike him. T am in

country has establishied, aur apprecia-
tion of those services aml our sepee of
Lis glory.,  Wao have met, not a4 Jretrti-
sitns or Friends—politicul or peraonat—of
theillustrions dewd, but at Americans,
desirous to do honor to o great Ameri-
i,

In aty mpting o di=cheree the duty
whiclh hins Deen fmposesd wpon e, 1l
avold the mdiserimingte onlogsy which
is proverbinl blemish of obitunrios and
funeral disconrses, and shal] ég=ay, How-
ever feebly, to prisest. Mrs Clay as e
was; or, it lenst, as he sepmod 10 me
Great beings—gennd humam e restures -
senttered  sparsely  throughont  time,
should be puinted” with truth. An in-
diserininate dohig: of |II'.li-l' drowns
mediovrity and greatmes in the same
grave, where nope con distinguish e
tween theme When the grentest of all
LEinglistaen, Oliver Cromwell, sst (o the
painter, Lely, for his portrait, whose
peneil was addieted to flattery, he said:
“Paint me as T wms leave not out ane
wronkle, sear or blemish, nt vour peril.”
e wished t goto thie world as he was:

vy whiclialways lex within the reach of
the Rietorician's ney Strong pussions,
quick sensihility, lofty sentiment, pow-
erful reagon, were the foundation of his
vratory, ua they aro of gll true eloguence,
Pagsion, fedling, reason, wit, poured forch
from his lips ia o lorrent so strong anl
inexhaustible, as to whicl away his hear
vra for the time in degpite of their opin-
ions Nor should it be forgotion, slicit
andunimportant as physical qualitiosmay
appear in our estimate of the mighty
ilead, that his were eminently fitted for
the orator, A tall, slender, erece person,
chanping under the excitement of speech
its loose Mecidity of wmusele into e
most vigirons amd neevesd energy; an
eye small indecd, bt deep and  bonily
set, ud uming with expresdion; aud

lash ind most important of all, a vaice
deey, powarful, mellow and rieh, bevond
i‘\',erl'--i.ur! 'l‘ii_‘l'l is i fechle "Fllr.. to
express its round, artienlate fullpess,
rolling up with sublime swell of the or
gun—all these together formed wonder:
ful sids to eloquence.  And his gread
al numerous  trivmphs attest  their

alined to think that of all the speakers 1
hisve reud, thattieh with less of logie sl
wit, and more of pasaion, ke most escin-

lerenee sietually to lis point, even whon
goeming to be away from ity thesame
abundance aml exuberance of  mittor;
the same ghdiatorial struegle to strike
dowan his opponent, thongh the victory
might slightly aftfect the question invol-
vy thesame felicitous blending of pos-
sion and logie, with sparkles of suretsm
andl personalty spangling the whole—aull
prodiaced gtrong points of resemblance,
not (o be traced with wny other orator,

To all these eminent meritsns o speak-
er, wan united o profound Knowledge of
tient, of their motives and of their weal-
nesses, Thowgh it may be that in tlie
enely paeh of his Bife, he bad learned but
lintle trem  books, vet amid the [rank,
Lold and reckless pionects which formed
Kentucky's enrly  population, where the
i stoud forth in :nlﬁ thie originalify and
niakeduess of his bature, and amid lhl‘
stormy seenea of the hostings in which

Dled Uharles Fox. The spme rigicd od- |
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wound, but afraid to strike) When
in 1831, he wheeled short upon his foot-
steps with lis compromise Bill upon the
turtil he earried with him the groat
[bulk of his partisans in Congress and
the whole of them in the country, thouih
[direetly committed to the support of the
mmsnre,  In 1825, he earricd with him
hiz friends from Ohio, Missouri and
Kentueky, for Mr, Adams, againsg CGen,
Juekson, though with that vote politicnl
Udestruetion loomed up darkly in their
frond. Nor was it necessary thav-the
guestion should le in his path tomake
hine weet it. e spoke ont Lold and
free onall pointain front or around him,
o or near, In 1825 ho wag Seoretary
fof Htate, and not necgesarily involved in
the ephiemornl dome®tic politics of his
State, Kentueky wus boiling like s
mighty caldron upon the subjout of her
relicl laws. Mrue to his nature, Mr,
Clay gpoke out elear and strong in be-
helt of justice and sound policy agninst
the current of an overpowering majority,
Under the same circumstances bie took

failed to win, None bup o spirit as
dauniless az his own, wourld have dared
the struggle.  None buta power go groi
could have made it

As a statesman undonbitedly M, Clay
was entitled to the very highest rank
among wll his  eontemporaries, It has
been generally coneeded, that his learn-
ine was not profound or various. )
seionee in its mited sense, Nie knew but
little, end of the Yightor and less fum-
portunt branehes of study and aceom
plishments still less,  Itis said, that he

cared nothing for litovature, had never
searched deeply into historys and it is
remarkable, that though at one time a
minister abroad, and Tor fout vears s

which it most imported Lim to kuow.
He was profoundly versed in the theory

Beeretary of State, in constung relations :
and intereouse with foreign cnvoys, of

every nation, he spoke o languase but | |

his own.  Dut he knew thoroughly (hat

and practices of our own government, Es T“E i
and in a knowlodge of the powers of g

cach Lranch of it.  He knew intimately

e dilL ! : ! 3 R N e M . : and to the bottom, the connecti 3+ Eradicates Malarial
and greatness is wise in wishing it,  No power. e had the true  mesmerie hie wis carly [l‘lus_u:ml, he had gained that | the responsil |I|l_1. two vears afterwards, litienl and t"n!:u;\'ur;-iul “E“ '\Illl‘l'il'olu':\'rti Chills & Fever, Int &F
i ﬂn' wineld over siw wis equally [ strake of the orator—the power to infuse quick insight into the human heart, |upen the question of the old and new A AvINAER jons Fever, Cares ;
great o every gquality of intelleer anl | Bis feelings into his hearers; to make

meevery wilk of actions All wmen are
unequals amd iv is tasteful, as well s
just, to plant the praise where it is truo,
rather than o drown all individuality
and all charucter in one fowming chaos
of enlogy.

Henry Clay was most emphatically a
weulinr nnd strongly marked e¢lnrncter,
meomparably more peonlisr than any of
those who were popularly considored his
mental equals,  Dinpetuous us a torvent,
yeu pationt to guin his ends; overbearing
and trampling, yet winning and sooth-
ing; hanghty and fieree, yor kind and
guntle; dauntlessly brave in all kinds of
courage yot eminently pradent and con-
servative in all Lis poliev—all these
moral sttributes, antithetienl s they
geem, would shine out under different
phrises of lig conduct.

I need not detain (his andience with
a lengthened Diogeaphical sketeh of Mr.
Clay, The leading historienl incidents
of his life are universally known, He
was born is Virginia, ¢ertainly not later
than 1776, most probably & voar ar twe
cirlier. Ilis parentage was extromoly
humble, At t&w age of twenty, twenty-
one or twenty-two, he emigrated 1 L.
ington, Kentucky, where he undertonk
to pursue the great Americat road to
eminence,—the bar,  Por this carcer, i
would have seemed at that thne, that i
advantages were small, indeod.  Young,
poor and unconnocted, with searcely o
dinary attainments of education, he en-
tered the lists with numerous and able
competitors,  Yet, Honey Clay, desti-
tute, as he was, of all adventitious ud-

them think as he thonght, and feel s he
felt.. No one ean form any adegpumto
conception of the power of his ¢gloguenee,
whio lus not Iu':u'-‘ Mr. Clay when his
blood was up, and the tide of inspiration
rolling full upon lim,  His words indeed
might be written down : but the flame of
mind which sent them forth red hot and
blizing from ifs mint, could not be con-
veyed by letters. As  well atttempt
to puint the lightning, The crooked, an-
gitlar line may be traced; but the glare,
and the flame and the roar and the ter
ror, and the electric Hush, are gone.
Stormy, vehement and tempestuaous as
were lis passions und his oratory, there
wias still undermeath them all, o cool
stronm of reason, running through the
bottom of his brain, which alwiys point-
ed him to his ohject, and held him to his
conrse.. No orator, £0 passionate, ever
cominitied fewerimprudenvies,  No pus-
sions so stormy ever loft their possessor
so walehiul of lis objects, Reason hold
thehelm while passion blaw the gale.

As o debater, it would not be just to
say that Mr. Clay bold the same rank;
at loust it may be said with justice, that
in ull the walks of debate he was not
equally eminent.  He was able overy-
\\‘\usn-: amd it is but gontle criticism
tor sy, thst in some trains of thought
he did shine forth with the power and
lustie whioh marked his eloquence. 1t
appers to nie, after a eritieal study of
hisspecches, that he direnssed fagts with
as much power ss any of lis great rivals
L appears to me awlso, that he fell Le

which in  practical life goes farther to
attain suceoss than reams of reading.
He kuew men thoronghly and not only
knew Low, but possessed the mugnotic
power to bend them to Lis purposes,

There i probably no position in life
which requires such a combination of
rare and high qualitios as that of a great
popular leader. He anust be bald and
prudent, prompt and patient, stern
and coneiliating, captivating, command-
ing, farsecing, and above all, brave to
perfection.  The first man in the nation,
the first in power, undoubtedly, what.
over, may be his place, is the leader of
the administeation, be he in Congress or
the Cabinet, President or private, The
leader of the opposition can bardly be
catled the second man in rank or power,
but il his party be strong and strug
gling, his position is one of great
strongth, and enables him, though ont
of the gavernment, to strongly aflect itin
the direction of the aflairs of the nation.
Oue of theso attitndes, Mr. Clay held
throughout the greater part and all the
latter portion of his life.

Helod the administeation party under
Mr. Madison's presidoney, Hironghout
thes tryving scenes of the war, and upon
hine fell the brunt of that fierce congres-
giomal strugele. When the cowardice of
some commanders, and the ineapueity of
all of them in the commencement of the
war, had brought about a serics of
shamoful disaster, which made every
American blush for his country, Henty
Clay stood forth in advance 0’]11], to cn-
courge, to console, und to rouse his

eourie,  This unhesitaling and honest
audacityynecessarily entailed upon him
many wmporary disasters, bt he always
vistue up again fresh and strane,  Like
the I..L!lfl..'ll wrastler of antiquity, he roge
from his mother earth stronger in his
rebound  than before his fall. Over
whelmed with ealumny, he encountered
n defeat in 1828, Wili(‘h would have
broken the heart and blighted the fame
of uny other popular leader in the
nation.  Even Kentocky, the last covert
of the hunted stag, was beaten from his
grasp, vot ke still made bead, banded
his broken forees, and four yenrs after-
wards agnin met his destiny in the same

an.  He encountered a defeat terrible
and overwhelming, yet he stood under
iterect and lofty as a tower. He had
now left the retirement, from whenee
asa genernl he had marshslled his array
and had come down into the arena of
the halls of Congrest o strike, as well
as order.  And in the tremendous strug-
gles of those stormy sessiony, the bat-
tle of the giants, most gloriously did he
bead the assault. 1t is inspiriting to sco
how manfully he upheld the dav, The
repeated disasters which had erushed
the hope and cowed the spirit of his par-
tising, broke vainly upon his hanghty
front.  Defiance, stern and high, blazed
in every feature, and wiar to the knife
nevery word. Tt wasa brave sight to
see how gullantly he would dash into the
melee, deal his crashing blo #s right and
left am“uF Van Buren, Benton, Forsvth
and Wright; trample the wretched curs
of rnrt.v into_ tho dust beneath Lis feet,

all other nations,

other, und he understood profoundly the
character, genius and wants of the
American people. There was nothing
seetionel in his policy. IHis broad unﬁ
comprehiensive genius held in its vision

o knew perfoctly the relation which :;uuon.
each part of the country hore to the
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the interest of the whole nation, and his
big American heart throbbed for it all,
He was intensely American in  all his
thoughts and all his feelings. To cher-
ish the interest and the (fl?:rv. aud to
build up the power of his country and
his whole country, was the aim of all his
policy and the passion of hislife. No
candid reader, who may study his carcer,
can deny, that on all great oecasions, he
was not only purely patriotic, but ems-
nently nvif—sa\zriﬁcing. For brighter ex-
amples of this patriotic epirit, will at
once occur to all who are familiar with
his career; but at this moment, I will
culy allude to the instances in which he
oz ground upon Kentucky State poli-
tes, which T cited as examples of his
unhesitating boldness, when I was dis-
cussing his character as a party leader.
Like all other true statesmen, his ideas
were all rolative not absolute. Me was
nuo degree a man of one idea. He
;.:’.'m nl;n (wmldud poremptorily and at all

1zards to any measure, orany principle.
He understood the poliey oyl"l;. nat o:
not as fised mathematical theorem
where under all eircumstances and at all
umes, every result but one must be

roug; bul as the practical seience of
fitting measures to t
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neath some of them in the disenssion of | counteymen o renowed  efforts,  De- | B ﬂr““: with all his strength full at Rlll)'. and to tl}l! times, The bﬂi’- practi- ;‘M&gﬁhM

u:lllt.‘lgf'!‘-, wis not dt"‘lilli'll to -“lﬂlg&ll’ ||'|"i[wi[|](-u. One of the gmatoq[ ol his fm‘{.;. \li:tu:tt;'u. blunders and shame the tll\\‘(ll'lﬂ].{ crest of Jl‘lckg‘)n. f"_' E?Od Whlch could b@ weul‘ﬁdl was | APPLIANCES on f.rlll for ‘:_

upwand along the weary and lahorious | Compeers tannted bim once in the Sen- | hung heavy upon the party inpowerand | Nor was it only in the bold and stern ]lls Ao, and under somo cireumstances, (yonng or old) who 878 Gees el

path through which mediocrity toils to]®t With sn inability to analyze abstruse | disheartened its followers, whi]h- the elo- | qualities of the purty leader that he ex- [w vould mainiain, what, under a dif- 'mgoilllq. Lost Vitalithe o

runk. The codar imbedded 1 baeeon | BUbects. The tannt was made strongor, quent chiefs of the oppesition poured [celled; he could be 'winniﬂg und gontle s qultmn of affairs he would op- mu“m“’“';“:n' oaoly T

rocks, upon the mountain side, with|probably, by apger, than teath or cun- | forth a tempest of invective, denunein- |00, While thers was any hope o win- pose.  Without discussing «the philo- ?’Mﬂﬁeg“eﬂln.- uﬂ*
| tion aud ridiculs against the fecble and Bing an opponcnt to the support of u [coxrisven O“W ¢ 30 days’ tri .

carcely  soil to feed

its roots, will dor woull warrm; yot it seems to me

an 30 days’ trial is allowed:
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