THE GOVERNOR'S BIENNIAL MESSAGE.
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i imi secutliona,
m'i.';:::::n:ll'epcrs?nimnm'n‘, and 1 will add unnecessarily increased
by 1114; fact that numerous ‘misdemennors which should be
romptly disposed of by the justice of the peace of the \'l't‘lhll_\'
of xh.{‘ir‘t.'(:t:urﬂ:lu'e are l-mscculml in lhe_mrt_'ult eourt. Tf you
can pass any measure io rensedy this mischief and relieve the
irouit eeurts from this class of cases, I_aa’ruast!y recommend
:l‘l‘:t you shall do =0. On meny gre unds it is desirable that the
magistrates provided for every vicinage shall promptly exercise
their jnrisdic.iun and tey all charges over which they have ‘l.t. .
The economy of this course s of itself enough to commend it.
Under the conxtitution, which coufers on cireait Imuﬂ:h origi-
nal jurisdiction inail r.rm.unal cases, itis not sllowa ve !t_o prive
those courts of jurisdiction to entertain prosecutivne for myisde.
meanors, but the constitution (sec. 3k, art. 1.} provides that the
Legislature, in cases of misdemeanors, may dispen with  the
ingquest of a grand jury, and authorize prosecutions betore jus
tices of the or other inferior courts of its creation,
It may be that it would be well 1o allow a fee of one-fourth of
the amount now allowed to distriet attorney on conviotion, o
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ax | for the best interests of the State in making the sale for the | of surplus farm ard dairy products, an increase of $934 48 over
he e d _ During the past two years the '.:11"’”‘ the Swamp the amount received from same sources fur the
lullars, and fees 1o | Land Offie: bave amounted ro ounly 5,6540.82 gores, of which | years. The cost of the farm, not ineluding
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three fund, $o4, .23 is due on other nceounts and it pay-
ment refused. My personal expenses in vising Washingtonand |
detention there in making examination, ete., was 300, ‘ 1
Hon Joba M. Smylie, Commissivner of Swamp Jeands, baving
tendered his resignation, H. D. Cameron, u!'l,:lu-_!-.-rdu]a-, was ap-
p.li:llc.i to fill the vacaney on April 10, 1854, .\tt-:r\\:.t_l'-l:i it was |
discovered that Mr, Cameron wus ineligible un_-l:-r t!_:c fast clanse
of Act IV, Sec. 33 of the eonstitutinn, and his resignation was
Mr. E. B. Comfort discbarged the daties
ef the office until Juve 13, when Hon. i I)._‘ha{_\_—, ..fI
Yazoo, was appuinted to 8l the yacancy. Before his rl“mgu:l-l
tion, Mr. Cameron was engaged in examining the swamp and
overflnwed lands selected under the pet of March 16, ‘15.'.\'...’, and
amendments thereto, and in procuring necessary prmfis that the
Jands were of this description, nnd affer his resignation e con
tinued in this service as special agent of the department, '_l'ms
l""""'f was exceedingly difficult to obiain, as umh-_r the regulations
of U. S. Land Department, the State was reguired to prove, by
the testimony of at least twa 'thﬂ‘-w:wbn huve‘ personal ﬂ;:ld
exact knowledge of the lands as it existed on September 28,
1850, the date of the swamp land grant, not only that e?ch
forty acres, or smallest legel sub division was on be}:t»mlrer 2%,
1830, swamp and overflowed, within the measing ¢ the graunt,
but-at what seasons and to what extent this was 1s comiuu.m,
together with the causes of the overflow, the name and deserip-
jon of the timber, shrubs and plao s 6n the lgml. and the char-
acter and ‘extent of means necessary fur their recleinaton, &e.
When thisproof could he obtajned at all, it was at considerable
expeuse, delay and incouvenience. My, Cameron was not able
to ubtain the proof on mare than sbout 10,000 acrés in three
months and the expenss, inclading his salary, was §660.32. 1
had already becoaw eonvineed that some more e!]lﬂhﬂw‘  and
less expensive method of seleciing and locating these lands
should be adopted, and while in Washington bad neguhwd for
the adoptiva of the field notes of the origiual survey »s the ent
rion for determinieg the charaoter of these lands, whetherswamp
and overflowed or not. After ruy retura to the Capital, the board
en into a contract with the geperal government
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coast were survived under the
T. Himilton, a com.

f the same are now on fis in the Swamp | that the farm has been conducted at a pecuniary loss,
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If the parchaser gets title | sustained by the College
At tncerring the slightest |
¢ of 1his provision was to stirpulate the P irchase | which amounts to $4.928 75 per anonum.

It appenrs that $8,382.40 was derived from the sale
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student labor
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wachinery and , was
{decrease from the amount expended on this account for the
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| Years 1832 and 1883. The eost of stock, implements, machinery
and permanent improvements was S4877.84. It thaus appears
gy > I View
ol the fact that experiment: are required to be mude in the i
| terest of sgriculture, which yield uo revenue to the College
taud of the further faet that student labor is not, for ohvious
’ru:1~ ms, as profitable as more regular and svstematic lnbor, i
was not to be expested that the farm would prove a peeuniary
j.ﬂ}.‘_vm-ss: but let us hope that the loss will he less each year
Irli:e advantage of emploving stodents cannot, however, by
measured by a pecuniary standard. The skill and practical ex
1_~:rio. nee they acquire, the habits of ivdustry and frugality they
forin, and the physical development they obtain through manvul
|labor on the farm largely compensate for 1he pecu i

|

_I'?u— Cullege has now received from all soureces the sum of
$304,000, not ipeluding interest on the land serip fund, |
With this sum it has |

; I.l'-»:u'r".
which 2 recent appraizement by Messrs. M. L. Jenkine and A
H. French values at $203,401, an increase of
the valuation two years ago. From these statistics, it would |
appear that the annual average cost of supporting the College |
bas been =omething over $25,000° The annual n[-im-prL:nriun'

25 5949 84 aver f
|

 for the past two years, including interest on the land serip fund,
sickasaw school lands have |

was $37.478.75. The College is now admirably equipped in |

is 36 per acre, and | every department, and ought to be, considering the larg: sums

of money expended on it, and for the pext two vesrs the ap- |
propriation should be limired to an amount sufficient to pas
salaries, student labor and ineidental expenses. T
salaries for the next two years amount o
student labor 85 00 and incidental expe 32,510, making a
o al of 2830,157.50 for the support of the College proper per
annum, Bat tha College receives 84 92875 from the L‘linll
|

I'he estimated
84T 00 per annum,

scrip fund, and will receive at least $1200 from ma ricalation
fecs per annuin,

Deducting these amounts we have 824,0_8.75,
which is the amount the Legislature should in my judgmeut
apprupriate for the suppart of the College.

Ihe on'y olher X penses, besides those ennumerated, the
College will have to ineur will be for the conduct of the fiirm,

dairy and nursery, but these should be selfsuppering with the
aid of student labor, whieh is ineluded in the alx

and the money arising from chewmieal foes.
gated $2,937 <45 in the last two years,
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of §3.471.25 to the S ate. ‘

The attendance this year iz 369, an increaze of 73 ti

over the
= expense of
s is decreasing, the average being less than £60 per
session.  Some students pay all their expenses by lnbor on the
farm at eight cents per hour. It is douabtfal, however, if this

attendance for the zecond term of last session. 'h
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Mississippi and shall remainand be subject to general appropria
tion, by iaw, from the treasury or otherwise, to be used by the
State inthe same manner as the money received into the State
from the crdinary sources of revenue.,” It was further provides
hat eight per cent interest should be paid oo this fund, to be
distriboted semianousily amung the counties entitled thereto, |
for the suppor: of schs ols therein. TlLis act was continued in |
force by an aet approved Febrouary 20th, 1867, (acts 1867, p. |
3917 and a strict ebservance of all its provisions direeted. 1
The principat of this fund pow aggregates §816.615 71, on |
which the State annually pays ateight per cent., interest to the
amount of $65,329. 5. |
Having ample power to pursue either enurse it may eleet, it]
iz now for 1the Legisluture to determine whether this excessive
interest shall be reduced, or the principal paid and nvested in
securities of the Uni ed Stares or other good securities for the
penelit of thusa entitled thercto. The State may adopt either |
plan. It may by an act of the Legislature reduce the present
pate of interest to four per cent, which would be a fair and
equitabile rate, or it may raise the principal of the fund by rhe
ssunuce of foar per cent bonds and invest it in other securities, |
It is the same to'the State in either event, but it would be more
advantageous to the Cuickasuw counties for the State to redues
(he interesi to fuur per cent and retain the fund, fur negotiable
four per ce.l gecurities canpot be purchased in. the money
ceniers of the wor d exeept ata premium.  Bat whatever method
of accomplishing the oiject may be adopted, the duty of the
Legislature o veduce this interest in soiue way to a reasonable
raceis elesr. A generation has pasced away since the debt was in-
curred. The Stae has glready, at eight per  cent; paid nearly
21,500,000 in interest. Daring this period money has become
much cheaper, and almost every Stare aud government except
Mississippi s so changed the form of its indebredness asto take
advautase of this cheapness. We must now do hikewise if we
would not neglect ordinary business principles, and utterly
disregard the interes's of the people. .
1t way be fairly assumed that the cavse of

!
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EDUCATION
is prespering in Mississippi. More than fifty yearsago !h(.‘.(.‘un.
sitution adopted for the government of the p—curic‘ of the State
declared that “religion, morality and knowledge being ur cessary
to goud government, the prescrvation of liber.y, and the happi-
ness of mankind, gchools and the means of edueation shall for-
ever be encouraged i this State.”

This fundamental provision, adopted by those who spoke for
themselves and posterity, is thoroughly cnd_nr-:-m! by the people
of this day. It isa source of no little gratification to be able
to state that the “common school system™ is ina healthier con
dition, and that the complicated machinery of the department,
is working nore smoothly snd satisfactorily than at any previ-
ous time inits history. My information from variows sources

education as established snd maintained by law, is steadily in-
creasing and assuming a more intelligent and well defived form
ofmetion. )

1 am led 1o believe that ‘the teaching force of our schools,
though improving some, i, 8s a whole, very inefficient. It
would be better to redace the number of schools and employ
wore competent and efficient teachers. In wany of the coun-
ties there are more schools than are necessary to carry out that
clause of the conatitution requiring that adequate school 19»::!1-
ties shall be farnished to ail the educable youth of the State.
1 learn from the able School Seperintendent, General Smith,

the attendance of 1854, was largely in excess of that of any
evious yeer, and will, be supposes, be greater for the year
885. Especiully is this increase marked smong the colored peo-
ple, shuwing more atiention and concern sbont the education of
their children than manifested heretofore. It may be trath-
fully said that  aducational outlook of the State is ho
and the object of every ane conuected with lexislation should be
o fevise, hmprovegad perfe: our sohool

. o selected Dr. J. € Criner, a geotleman of I

{ culum embraces the ordinary collegiate and normal eourses,

can be done without prejudice to the literary pursuits of the
students, and gome regulation on the sulyj
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[ am led to believe from private and official information that |
in a bighly Hourishing condition, and i
chiarging its important functions with gratifying suceess.
Facuity and students are working together in
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L t
rhout the State as opportunity offers, 1
s almirable report, President Lee recommends certain

gl equipments for several departments, which he says|
cessary hy the large attendance. The attendance |
it the OQulleszs s dependent on so0 many eontingencies, and is

sithject to s0 many fluct nations that it 1

ire made n

would got be wise, in my
judgment, to expend more me ney on the supposition that the |
present large attendance will be maintained. The first year of
the College ihere were 354 pupils in attendance, but in the
second year there were only 504 ; in the third 317, and in the
fourth 291 in attendance. This year there are 369, as stated
already, but next vear the attendance may drop off to the
usual number, for which presens »--1|:E||:\w||1; are safficient, at
least until the State is in a better condition to provide more
I iherefore dissent from the recommendation of Presideat Lee,
and recommend that the appropriation be limited to an adequate
support fund.

Much interest was dizplayed in different parts of the State in
the competition to secure the loeation of the

INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE FOR THE EDUCATION OF
WHITE GIRLS

|
|
F
I
|
I

in the arts and sciences. In pursuance of the statute, the Board
of Trusiees gave due notice by publication that they would
receiv: proposals and examine sites offered for the lveation of
the Tustitution, and after receiving numerous offers, and visiting
the variouz competing points and carefully canvassing the ad
vantages uffered by each, the location was awarded ro Columbus. l
Columbus fills all the requirements of the statute in regard
to the location, and besides being bealthly, and free from epi-
demics, and having reasonable average facilities fur going 1o
and from the place, and being ubout as eonveniently accessible to |
the people of every part of the Stare as nny other College sup
ported and maintaived by the State, it i a refined and cul i
vated community, of excepivnally filne morals, and
religzious eonditivns, and has excellent water works, and a well
organized and fully equipped fire depa-tment available for the
protection and use of the institution. Auogd in addition to these
Uolumbus offered twenty-two acres of land within itz corporate |
jimits, well adapted to the purpose, with one commuodious and
suhstantial brick building, and a large and well designed wooden
building sud orher improvements thereon, and fifiy thousand
dollars in non-interest bearing bonds of the eity, endorsed and
tie payment thereof guaranteed by her eitizens, one-sixth of |
said sum maturing on the first of January in each vear, com-|
mencing with the firstof January, 1855, After remodeling the |
old building, and erecting pew ones, and providing necessary
furpiture and equipments for the same, the Ll*.-!iil.ll(‘-:lll | Collews
wits opened on 22d Oectober last, with impozing ceremonies, and |
under the most favorable auspices, for the reception of s vden s.
The buildings are handsome, convenient and imposing, and |
have all the modern improvements, such as water, both Lot and |
cold, gas, electric light, elevator, steam heating, steam lauodry,
ete.
There is no male teacher, except the President.

socinl

The curri

with such industrial studies, now being taught, as book keep
ing, frechand drawing, designing, telegrapliv, type-writing,
phonography, painting, cuttisg and making garmenis, repousse,
and art needlework and covking, ete. Tuitivn is fres in the
coliegiate, pormsl and indostrial departments. The general
rule is, that wo pupil is received who does not take one or more
of the industrial studies,

I learn from the report of the excellent President, Dr. R. W.
Jones, to which you are referred for full infrmation touching
the College, that three bundred and seven pupils have matricu-
lated since the opening, and many more from various csunties
in the Siate, have heen denied admission on account of the
want of room in the dormitory bailding—that sixty-three of the
conn.ies in the State are represcoted in the present patronage
—that the co<t of board })er capita in the College, since the
openiug, including meals, furnished room, fuel, lights and wash-
ing, bas averaged ten dollars and twenty ceuts per month;
that all work in the dining room is done by stadents and each
room s kept in order by its cecupent; that uo pupil is excused
from this work, and it a8 honorable and is performed
with alaerity by all of them, and that pupils who desire to earn
something to defray their expenses, are paid for other work in
and about the premises, and that in this manner, servants are

and the Stare is fully, and in
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and 114 have divd

approvoed in

dispensed with and & number «f poor girlsare ina| -
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and earn an honest M+ hood fo
“her? T hail the ivsuguration e ] A
College as the advent of a pew and béiter dlspe'.':» - in Mis-
sissi ppi —a dispensaiion « hick,if praperly apprecial wisely
impyved, may contribute much o regenerate and vy e - the.
energies of the State—to enlarge the sphere of woman’s & +jip
and wfleence, and witliout the loss £l !e‘.tomunl qunlm,.d
erown herwith jpdcjendence or the 15 fmde_per_u cice. ¢
self-profeetion, and rend-r her an im it factor 10 the e?o-
nomic resoufdes oilthe Smte—a dis ation _i_.h:ch‘m?m\ler
may alto purifyend clévate the pursuits of man, by p'acing wo
man as & coeworker and guardisn angel by _'h'.ls_._n de, in every
vocation suited {8 her tuste, wlent= and necessities. b

I earaestly recommend that yon frster and encourage the in-
stitution, and that vou wake such «ppropriation theretor 88 wsy
be necassary to develop dwl increase its nsefalness. £
I am gratified to report that the

-
o (1

ndu= gy natitute and

ALCORN A, A¥D AL COLLEGE s
has been economically conductedluning the past {Wo years, Ths
appropriation for the support” afytle College was Sll.@ﬂ'p:l‘
annum, of which there was au unexyended baiguce of $1,615.27
in 1584, and $1.45% 47 on the 8th aber, 33, 'I:he .N:S
priation of #10,000 for repairs nﬁ}i et ents wis m:ilc:l!\
Iy ex:ended iu repairing, paintingand’plstering the | uildings,
making cisterns, changing a literaryshall uto u"t‘i:rmltury. ete.
As a result of this expenditure there isa m&ked tmprovement
in the comfort, convenicnce and eapacigy of the huildings, as
well as in their geveral appearance. The approprisiion of
£1000 for a library has been expended in the purchas+ot useful
and vecessary books. mape, globes, ete, W ith smn]L'. sunual
expendiure the College will soon haye a Eil_wary_sulﬁ{jem for
all ite purposes. The attendance this term is 145, an iycrease
over the nverage attepdance, for past years, The farw jn con-
nection with the College appears 1o be conducted \\'ltllﬂ.lll loss,
For student labor there was -\p‘-'h!w] in 1884 §1,922 84, and
in 1853, 21,934 23. I recommend an snnual appropriation of
$11,000 for the support'of the College for the next two years,

lhe Boand of Visiiors of the
T,

réport that this excellent sehool for the education of colored
vouth continues in a hizhly flourishing condition. The atten-
dance fur the past yearin all the departments, was 219,

Durine the past two vears an Industrial department has been
added; awd £ ur ot the leading mechanival pursuirs of this ec-
i to-wit: black i wagon-making, carpentry and tin-
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proved January 5T 1877, I
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ihe Superimntendent of the
;.'J'.,a' ivemnents to thﬂ
v was eredited on the leasé for
61 dué on the lease far that
m D seember 31, 1 84, pAiid into the treasory,
the vear 1 vell simillir contracts to 1hé amount
$19.42. w - crodited on\the loase for 1584, and the ,/‘
of 212 100, 5+ e on the lesy<e fur that vear waz on
19, 1255, | to the t:m.‘-sull\'. During the pastfour
aid into the krr:l-‘ur_r by the present
rreceived in the State’s history from
1 lepse fovr the yeur 1855 has

Penitentine and
amoennt of 52

1883, and the
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that MO,
not been paid

Under the aet ap; Mareh
tendent  visited  the Tront

the limited apropriation of 3

15th, X884,

: the Saperin-
convict cajnps  as

often as
Vi fur his teaveli NI EX panscs wonld
pormit. He bas reported to wme from time to-_time that the
conviets were well ¢ ad ar fed and hllmant'ly theated, except
in one or two instances, and hig reports have been vonfirmed by
the absence of all complaint to the contrary, 1 know L pers
sonal observation, as wels from the Superintendents reports,
e walls are treated in every case with

that the conviets within
stent with the proper diseipline of the

the urmost Kinds
prisan,

On the 20th day of December last, under the provisions of an
act approved March 13, 1854, Hamilton & Huskins, sssignees of
Hamilton, Allen & Co, underiook to transfer and assign their
unexpired | t itentinry to the Gulf & Ship Island
Railruad Compavoy, by an instrument of writing, a copy of
which is now un file tn the office of the S-eretary of State.

The a<aiv mlitions and stipularious, which
the Avarne ivself thought conflicted with the
act suthoviz d when the railroad cumpany

ithheld our approval from ir, Lelievin;
that it would be bes' 1o pos pone all action until the Legisla
i 1 havenn onsiaer the whole sulije *‘ég*‘“
ail the par ies interestedt 5
il -I.-:r.unry 1, 18 g
ion. It therefure
‘ for theds
L I:.e r
or huyis
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tendered its bond,

lininistontis
VeI
oul lj:l;l- {1y
hus eng
from tuue
peelice
:.-\.-ii m

ll!HI 12 1 v L J e
there 15 o el

ture of 18x4, an Meral
the Na'e should :.“-‘ii“l"j""-ﬂ-i’r J of !
'I'L'l v Lhe cainvicrls a le 1,.1,

they eannaot i meidned or profitably =1 IE!]' ¥ el w3

this wonld be attended. I fear, not only with gre
lozs to the State, but with the same evilz which resn
present system. In other words, the State would.?
large expeuse con-equent upon taking charge of v
'.:.'nr_s'. o 10 purpose.
the leasing syvst
shiald earciully consider whether the Stave
dispesition of the conviets, throogh her -agent, with mo
factory resuits, and whether it woulddBe safe, or proper,
State to test the experiment. I lpfe eanvassed the obje
to both plans, and am ineclined 17 the opiniow that if the
1884 could ke amended and rovi=ed 6 as to protect the rigl
the State ard insure the faithial cu'ia'n yment of the convi
the construction of the Rulf and Ship Island railroad, or ¢
work of public utility sider proper regulations fur their o
and treatment, it would be the best and moust mdvantag
solation of the ;gl‘ﬁ‘h'.)u" both for the State and the conv
The road is nrr_'#.f:"("‘l,'ihrnugh & bigh, dry, ralling country s

is cel(-bml:-:‘,[

conviets, ahich ;D!' often inpaired io the delta where they ate
now chiclly employed, would undergo a speedy change 'or the
better, while the constrection of the road would result i grest
advantage toslhe State. .

“ 1 bave fully compared the expenditures of the

csmp Hed 10 e

\\‘Liliﬂ therefure vOou may U op]
w, as [ have frequently expréssed mys
puld makean

s ISSANE ASYLUM AT JACKSON
for the past ten years, and I have reached the conclusion that

it can be efficiently conducted in future fur £54.000 per annum
or $:3,500 less thau has been annually appropriated since 183,
In arriving «t this conclusiva, I have assumad that the spp’

priation for 1877 was a fair appropriation and sufficient =5 '

the suppor} of the insti ution, snd I have a right 10 assume
as there was no complaint to the eontrary. For thac v
‘attendance was 39! and the appropriativn §55,000. I
e asylum, an Sl
attendance in 1877, but it is also true

reduction, perhaps ¥5 per eens., in ¥

since 1877, and that the
rereas wnd pow amount to
considered the fart that of

Aur ity salubrions climate, and the health of the :



