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THE TEX! AN QUESTION. ITS
HISTORY.

In our late article communicating to
our readers the. news, which had astounded
us. that a negotiation bad been brought
nearly to a conclusion for the "annexation"
of Texas to the United States, we sup-
posed the first overture by this Govern-
ment to that of Texas to have been proba-
bly made soon after the retirement of Mr.
W ebster from the Department of State.
Since the publication of that article, how
ever, in tracing back, through the file of
the Government paper, the history of this
extraordinary negotiation to the earliest
indication of it, we find (among many
things which certainly would have awa-
kened suspicion, could such a thing have
been within belief as the scheme which is
now in the course of development) evi-

dence, circumstantial, but apparently con-

clusive to our minds, that the project of
"annexation" did not take root in the Cab-
inet until after the death of Mr. Igare,
who succeeded Mr. Webster in charge of
the Department of State.

The first allusion to Texas, founded upon
pretended belief of certain designs of
Great Britain in regard to Texas, is to be
found under the Editorial head of the
Madisonian of June 24, being the same
number of that paper in which, after the
death of Mr. Legare, the appointment of
Mr. Upshur as his successor is announced
In that article, we discover the germ of
the project for the acquisition of Texas,
wrapped up in a parcel of sounding phrases,
importing the opinion of the writer that
a contest might be at hand, arising out of
the relations of lexas to other nations, not
to cease "until the whole continent of
'America belonged to the United States."
How could we, or how could any body in
his right senses, regard this sort of bluster
in any other light than that, in which it was
regarded by every body at the time, of
mere empty bravado?

The first introduction into the official
paper of a direct suggestion of the annexa-
tion of Texas which we discover, is on the
30th of August following, in the form of a
short essay, copied from the New York
"Aurora," the object of which was to show
"why Texas ought to be admitted into the
Union." But, after one or two intervening
similar publications, it is announced in the
Madisonian on the 27lh of September
that "General Murphy, the Charge d'Af-faire- s

of the United States, at the capital
of Texas, had been fully instructed of the
estimate placed by the Government of the
United ""Mates upon the indication fur
nished by the declaration, by some member
of the British House of rccrs, of the great
wish which he felt for the abolition of
slavery in Texas. We do not see how the
expression of such a wish by a member
of parliament concerned this Government
at all: we should be very sorry certainly,
on many accounts, if the speeches of indi
vidual members of our Senate or House of
Representatives were to be considered as
indications of the fixed purposes, or even
probable designs, of this Government: but
tho President, viewing the matter differ
ently, it seems, instructed General Murphy,
to what extent we can only conjecture,
but not so far probably at that time as to
authorize him to invite a proposition from
Texas for annexation. The scheme began
to ferment, however: for, soon after this
instruction, viz. on the 12th of October,
we find published a speech delivered on
some public occasion in Virginia by Mr.

Hunter, and a letter from Mr.
Wise, strongly in ravor ot the annexation
of Texas, in support of which "the whole
South" are invoked to go in a body.

On the 3d of November, we arrive, as
we suppose, at the commencement of this
negotiation. "From the most authentic
sources," says the official paper of that
date, "we have assurances that the People
of Texas not the Government of Texas,
observe earnestly desire the annexation
t the United States." Commenting on
this "authentic information, and aware, to
all appearance, of what is in contempla
tion, the Government paper promises "the
plaudits of the country, both present and
future," to him or them who shall be able
to contribute most to an object "so advan-

tageous to the Union, and so anxiously de--
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The 3d of November, therefore, was
as nearly as we can ascertain, the date of
the first direct overture made to the Texian
authorities, apprizing them of the designs
of the President, and inviting their co-o- p-

oration m them.
After this date is kept up, in the Govern-

ment paper, a regular fire of annexation
articles, evidently, we can now perceive
from official and semi-offici- sources,
though then so little thought to be any
thing more than the speculations of inter
ested or visionary persons, as we have
already heretofore taken occasion to say
that we did not read any part of them ex
cent the head-lines- . Nor was our attention
reused to what was rrallv going on until
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in the Madisonian of December 1, (the
Friday before the meeting of Congress,)
appeared an article reproaching this paper
(and the Globe) in direct reference to the
rumored proposition for the annexation of
Texas, with "keeping their our readers
'in as profound ignorance of the approach-'in- g

agitation of a most important national
'measure, as they are were of the secret
'movements and intrigues of the Cabinet at
St. Petersburg;" a most unhappy illustra-
tion certainly including at once a confes-
sion of secret movements and intrigues for
the "annexation," and an assimilation of
the Executive authority in this Govern-
ment to that of the absolute Emperor in
the Government --of Russia. This, then,
was the first direct avowal of the measure
of "annexation" being meditated by the
President and his Cabinet; and the use of
the term approaching agitation at once led
us, and the public generally, to suppose that
the recommendation of the measure was
forthcoming in the President's Message to
Congress. We believe, for our part, that,
when that article was penned, the recom-
mendation, was, in one form or other, act-

ually in the Message, but was stricken out
of it on the Saturday following, either
upon reconsideration, or upon news re
ceived in the intervening time from Texas
unfavorable to the immediate presentation
of it. We believe so, from the fact,
among other circumstances, that the Mes-

sage contained a dissertation concerning
the relations between lexas and Mexico,
apparently without any object, and having
all the appearance ot an elaborately
wrought pedestal to a dismounted statue
the statue in this case being, as we sup
pose, the "most important national measure"
referred to in the othcial gazette.

Be this as it may, whether because ot
discouragement by the Government of
Texas, or from whatever other cause, the
tone of the Message fell short of the prom
ise of the Madisonian, and, after an abor
tive attempt of the "friends of Texas,"
through the means of a certain "Extra"
distributed from the office of the Govern
ment paper among members of Congress,
to get up the question in Congress, the pro
jeet seemed to be at rest.

Some time thereafter, however, a special
Messenger was, it appears, despatched
from the Department of State for Texas,
with some other proposition or suggestion
to the Government of Texas. He arrived
on his final visit (as we learn from the
Houston Telegraph) at the seat of Govern-
ment of Texas on the 17th of last month,
bearing "despatches relative to the nego
tiation now in progress respecting annexa
tion," which despatches were said to be
"favorable." This bearer of despatches
(Mr. Tod) returned to this city (Washing-
ton) about the 10th of this month, and is
supposed to have brought the ultimatum of
General Houston, and the information of
the appointment of Mr. Henderson to be
an associate with Mr. Van Zandt, for the
completion of the Treaty upon terms al-

ready agreed upon.
We have been thus particular in sketch

ing tor our readers me history oi mis
transaction from such materials as arc
within our reach or knowledge, because it
may happen, in the course of events, that
no official account of it will be given, for
the present at least. General Houston, it
is supposed, withheld the proposition so-

licited from him by this Government until
he received assurances, upon which he
placed reliance, that two-third- s of the Sen-
ate of the United States were prepared to
consent to a treaty for the annexation of
Texas to the United States. It may be
that the Ministers of Texas to this Govern-
ment are instructed to sign the Treaty only
upon this information being verified to
them here; that, if convinced of the ss

of this information, they may
decline to sign the Treaty; and that, there
fore, the incidents of the negotiation and
the particulars of the Treaty may remain
shrouded in the mystery which now veils
them.

But, without indulging in further specu
lation or conjecture as to the event of this
extraordinory negotiation, we invite the
attention of the reader to a brief view ot
the circumstances under which it has been
originated and thus far prosecuted.

In what public necessity, let us hrst in
quire, has this Negotiation had its origin!
In the existing relations between the Uni-
ted States and the rest of the world, what
was there to require of the President to
exercise the power admitting for argu- -
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ing to a Foreign State to be annexed to the
United States? We pass by for the pres-
ent the question, what advantages, possibly
to enure to the United States from the
annexation, could compensa: for the evil
of weakening the physical strength of the
Union by extending its territory, and tor
the expenditure necessary to discharge all
the debts and obligations of that Govern-
ment, to provide for its future government,
and to maintain the possession of it; be-

cause these are considerations which regard
the expediency, and not the necessity of
the proposed "annexation." Had the
question of "annexation" been an open
question between the two nations; had it
been heretofore the subject of protracted
but now suspended negotiation between
them we could comprehend that an ex-

treme case, occurring in the recess of the
Senate, might have justified the President
in assuming the responsibility of

and bringing to a close the negotiation
thus suspended. But this was not the fact.
There was no pending negotiation for
"annexation;" there was no such question
between the two Governments. The pro
position for annexation had never been for
a moment entertained bv this Government.

ICK
When proposed for discussion by the Gov
ernment of Texas seven years ago, it was
decisively repelled, and the doors of the
Department of Mate closed against it.
In reply to the letter of the Texian Envoy
on that occasion, Mr. Secretary Forsyth
said that if the overture of the Govern-
ment of Texas "were to be even reserved
for future consideration" it would imply a
disposition wholly at variance with the
spirit of our Treaty with Mexico, &c.
and, in reply to a call upon the President by
the House of more than a
year afterwards for copies of any further
correspondence between this Government
and lexas. or any other country, on this
subject, Mr. Forsyth reported that all the
correspondence upon the subject was al
ready before the House of Representatives,
and that "the proposition of annexation
"made by the Texian Government, having
"been disposed of in that correspondence,
"has not been since deemed within the control
"of the United States." The question was
therefore not reserved for future negotia
tion; it was disposed of, and placed be
yond the control of this Government.

Neither, in the actual circumstances of
Texas, in relation to the United States or
to Mexico, has any change occurred, since
this ground was taken, to justify a depar
ture from it. Then, as now, we had diplo
matic relations with the Ilcpublic of lexas:
hut neither then nor now did (or does) the
existence of such relations implv any guar
anty of its independence, or any obligation,
on our side to take part in its affairs. 1 he
interchange of Ministers, establishing di-

plomatic relations between the two coun-
tries, involves no cognizance of the ques-
tion whether those exercising the Govern-
ment have the right along with the posses-
sion. The question as to right of posses-
sion then existing between Texas and Mex
ico remains, we arc sorry to say, just where
it was. War for that right yet continues
between Mexico and Texas; war which
ought long ago to have ceased, and which,
if Mexico had consulted her own interests
and the wishes of the world, she would
long ago have put an end to entirely, as she
has in tact for a time now suspended it
The argument of Mr. Forsyth upon this
state of things remains therefore in full
force.

It has been asserted, indeed, that designs
upon Texas have been entertained by Great
Britain; but this is assertion merely, and
is, as far as we have any information on
the subject, a mere pretence set up by those
who are sadly in want of some plausible
excuse for attempting to saddle this Gov
ernment with the public debt, the existing
war, and the care of the various interests,
public and private, of the Government and
People of Texas. We have no evidence
whatever of any design on the part of the
British Government to interfere with the
political relations of Texas. It is stated,
indeed, in a letter from this city, published
in the New York Tribune of Thursday
morning last, upon what is said to be un-

questionable authority, that "Mr. Paken-ha-

the new Minister from Great Britain
soon after he was accredited here, passed
to the Secretary of State a disavowal on
the part of the British Government of any
view whatever of acquiring Texas, or in-

terfering in any manner with her independ-
ence." This information is, we presume to
be relied uoon. But no one whose preiu- -

dice is not too much for his reason needed
any such assurance to satisfy him of the
fact. Whatever dreams
and philosophers in England may indulge
in with regard to the domestic institutions
of Texas, the interest of the Government
of Great Britain lies in her commercial and
not political relations with Texas. Noth-
ing, there is every reason to believe, is fur-

ther from the disposition of that Govern-
ment than to interfere with the Govern-
ment of Texas, or even to accept of a ces-

sion of the entire country if it were gra-
tuitously offered to her.

With reference to the general question,
what course it would become the duty of
the United States to pursue in the event of
a probability of Texas falling under the
dominion of any foreign Power, it would
be for us to evade direct reply, by saying
that sufficient for the day is the evil there-
of. For so it is. We prefer, however, to
avoid misconstruction, to declare at once
our opinion, that the United States can
never safely permit any European Power
to obtain a foothold in Texas.

But, were the fact other than it is, and
did there exist, in the opinion of the Pres-
ident, an extreme case, constituting a pub-
lic necessity for incorporating this Foreign
State into the United States, yet, it must be
remembered, the Senate was in session
when the instructions were given which
have led to the preparation of this inchoate
Treaty. Was it not the bounden duty of the
President, instead of withholding all knowl
edge of it from the body whose advice as
well as consent is necessary to the conclu
sion of even the most insignificant conven
tion with a foreign rower, and much more
of a treaty of such vital consequence as
this, to have consulted the Senate before
taking any action upon it? The secrecy
and self-wi- ll which so remarkably charac
terize this transaction, are by no means its
least exceptionable features.

We have shown, however, that this over-
ture to Texas had its origin in no public
necessity.

The only other justification of the Pres
ident s undertaking to open and conclude
Negotiation, iraugnt wan consequences
more momentous than any act of this Gov
eminent since its foundation, would have
been a settled conviction, on his part, that
not a majority merely, but two-third- s at
least of the People of the States demanded
this measure. Now, wo ask, in what er
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presswn or indication of the will of the
Utates or of the People is tne source ot this
measure to be found? A search for it in
the vast field of population of the United
States would be as vain as that of the an-

cients for the true source of the great river
of Africa. Some rills of public opinion
may have been discovered flowing from vil-

lage 8 p rings, and, in a very few instances,
perhaps from fountains more copious; but,
whatever may have been the casual indica-
tions of public sentiment in favor of the
measure, we had nothing worthy of being
regarded as the great current of public
opinion. Beyond doubt, there was no such
expression or manifestation of public opin
ion as could induce the President to believe
that, in taking upon himself to propose an
incorporation of Texas in the United
States, he was carrying out the national
will. He might, with equal authority, and
almost equal propriety, have proposed to
the Republic of Hayti, on the occasion of
the late revolution in its Government, or to
tho popular party in Ireland during the late
commotions there, to be "annexed" to the
United States. He might have discovered
persons in this country in favor of even the
first of these propositions, and for the last
he would find, if we may judge from the
public indications, warm and decided
friends, outnumbering perhaps the known
advocates of the "annexation" of Texas.
So far from the public will demanding this
"annexation," the question is one for the
decision of which the public mind had not
been prepared by such discussion as, in this
country, usually precedes any great meas-

ure of public policy. It was not possible,
therefore, that the President should have
been able to ascertain the will of the Peo-

ple in regard to this measure, or even to
make a reasonable guess at it.

Having established, to our own satisfac-
tion, that there was neither any public ne-

cessity nor any expression or indication of
the will of the People requiring the Presi-
dent to make the advances which he has
made to the Government of Texas, ending
in an agreement to incorporate that terri-
tory in the Union, we additionally object to
the arrangement, from the beginning to the
end of it, that the action of the President
in regard to this matter, though within the
letter of the Constitution, has not been al-

together in harmony with the genius and
spirit of this Government.

It is a principle not to be questioned be-

fore such readers as ours, that Governments
are established for the national good, and
are organs of the national will.

The Constitution does incecd declare
that "the President shall have power, by
and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, to make treaties" &c. But this
power must be exercised by the President,
on his part, with a due deference to the na-

tional will, of whi h he is the organ.
The power to make Treaties is, in the
hands of the President, a representative
power, and not a prerogative. It is a pow-

er which he has no right to exercise of his
own mere motion, nor for his personal grat-
ification. He can exercise it only for the
national good, and in obedience to the na-
tional wilT, ascertained or fairly to be pre-
sumed. Admitting without hesitation, that
the President, in the case before us, inten-
ded nothing but the public good, he ought
to have consulted also the public will, and
to have taken the time and means necessa-
ry to ascertain it. There was no want of
time, nor any necessity for secrecy, to pre-
vent his doing so. In the absence of any
decisive expression of the public will, the
presumption was against, .rather than fa-

vorable to, the course which the President
has thought fit to pursue, inasmuch as there
had been a general acquiescence, uninter-
rupted by any audible objection, in the re-

fusal by tho last Administration to enter-
tain, when offered by Texas, the very prop-
osition which the President now has, for
the United States, undertaken to ask for
and accept. Under these circumstances,
the President would have acted more in the
spirit of the Constitution to have refrained
from this negotiation, instead of pressing it.

Again: it is the most important and res-

ponsible of the Executive duties to see that
the laws be faithfully executed. Treaties
are a part of ''the supreme law of the
land." It is the bounden duty of the Pres-
ident to sec that they are not violated or
infringed. We have a Treaty of Peace
with Mexico, which she observes with scru-

pulous fidelity. This Treaty, according to
her construction, would be broken by the
annexation of Texas, which she has for-

mally declared that she will consider, when
consummated, as establishing a state of war
between the United States and Mexico.
If this were a mere threat, it might well
be disregarded. But being nothing more
than the annunciation of a principle of na-

tional law, some respect is due to it; espe-

cially when it is supported by the recorded
declaration, by the Secretary of State of
the United States, that the question of "an-
nexation," under the circumstances, "neces-
sarily involves the question of war with
Mexico." The President mav have been
of opinion that a war with Mexico was
not worth the trouble of avoiding; but he
ought to have reflected that, war being the
necessary consequence of the infraction of
the Treaty of Peace, it is no prerogative of
his to make or declare war. 1 hat power,
is, by the Constitution of the United States
lodged elsewhere than in the Presidential
office. It is only in Monarchical Govern-
ments that the power of making war and
that of making treaties both Royal pre
rogatives are lodged in the same hands.
On this ground, alone, therefore, the Prcs'
ident, instead of precipitating a conclusion,
ought before acting in the premises, to have
taken counsel from the branch
es of the Govtniui'-tit- .
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FROM OREGON.
The St. Louis New Era publishes a long

letter dated at New Madrid on the 19th ult.
from a gentleman recently arrived in the
U. States from Oregon, by way of Califor
nia, the City of Mexico and Vera Cruz.
The writer says:

"I spent the winter (1842.) principally
at the tails of the Wallammette. During
the winter, the question in reference to an
organization was fully discussed ; many-wer-

in favor of an independent govern-
ment, but the majority were in favor of a
government dependent upon, and subject
to, the control of the United States for a
limited time fivt years, perhaps when, il
the United States had not extended her ju-
risdiction to that country, they were favor
able to declaring themselves independent,
not only of the United States, but of all
powers of the world. This decision re-

sulted in a determination to organize a gov-
ernment subject to the control of the Uni-
ted States; and in the spring following, in
accoraance wan mat determination, an oi- -

ganization took place. The various offi
cers were elected a supreme judge, mem-
bers of the legislature, sheriff, justices ol
the peace, constables, and the different se-

cretaries and prothonotaries. They elect
ed no executive, consequently their gov
ernment must be very inefficacious. Their
legislature was convened in the spring of
1843, and when 1 lett, thev had a govern
merit in full operation. This seems not to
sustain the conclusion to which heut. Wil
kes arrives. When there, (he says,) 1

made particular enquiries whether laws
were necessary for their protection; and 1

am fully satisfied that they require none at
present besides the moral code it is their
duty to inculcate." It is true that 44 moral
coda" which it is the dutv of man everv
whpre to inculcate, might be substituted for
a civil code, not only in Oregon, but through
out the world, were man governed by a

sense of duty to his God and to his fellow- -

man; but all experience seems to prove
that a civil code is necessary to enforce
that "moral code." No more can be ex-

pected from Oregon in this respect, than
from the residue of the world.

' This is a very favorable site for a town.
Dr. M'Laughlin has already caused one to
be surveyed; it is called Oregon City.

It is not true ns some have
stated, that the doctor claims any prefer-
ence of right to that property by virtue o'
any supposed right or claim of great Brit-
ain to that territory. Whatever claim or
prelerence he has, he claims to acquire iv
virtue of the claim and laws of the United
States. The gentlemen of the Hudson's
Bay Company are doing every thing in their
power to encourage and laciiitate emigra-
tion, and to advance improvements through
out the courtrv. The party to which 1

belonged, upon arriving in the countrv, re
ceived moie attention from these gentle
men than they would have done at home.
Dr. M'Laughlin kindly proffered to lender
them any assistance in his power. Of the
aid of the doctor the people were very hap
py to avail themselves, without which they
would have been unable to have protected
themselves against the inclemency of the
approaching winter.

n

" Upper California, is bounded on the
east by the Rocky mountains, on the south
by lower California and Sonora. on the
west by the Pacific ocean, and on the north
by Oregon, (the 4 2d degree of north lati-

tude.) The appearance of this country is

really attractive. There is an elevated
range of country immediately on the coast;
this section of countiv is, however, inter
spersed with beautiful and fertile valleys, ol

rather limited extent. Immediately east
of this range of elevated lands is a vast
plain, averaging from 20 to 150 miles in
width Irom east to west, and extending the
whole extent of the country from north to
south. This plain extends from the high
lands on the coast to a range of mountains
in the interior. It is beyonJ a doubt one
of the most fertile sections of countrv in

the world, producing oats, clover, and fl.ix,
spontaneously, in great abundance and ot
an excellent quality. It is generally, how-
ever, covered with a short kind of grass ol
which horses and cattle are verv fond. The
oats, in many parts of this valley or plain.
are lound five or six feet in height, the
clover generally grows about two or three
feet high; it very much resembles our com
mon red and white clover. The flax is ol
an excellent quality. The soil of all this
valley, is generally a black, deep, vegetable
loam; that of the hills and mountains is usu
ally a light brown loam or vegetable earth.
the sub-soi-l is generally gravel and sand,

or unctuous clay. Immediately at the east-
ward of this range of mountains is another
valley, of more limited extent, but equal
in fertility to that just dscribed. This i

also bounded on tho east by another range
of mountains, at the eastward of which
there is also another valley of considerable
extent, which is also very fertile. These
valleys all run parallel with the coast, to
also do the ranges of mountains, all of which
are spurs to the Rocky mounluins

"The principal grain grown in California
as yet is wheat. The average crop in good
seasons, is from 30 to 60 bushels to the
acre or a bushel of towing. I was inform-
ed of one instance of a farmer's receiving
133 bushels to I of sowing, that the next
year, without sowing, from a spontaneous
growth, upon the same ground, 61 bushels
to the acre were received. The wheat is
different from ours, one stock producing
several ears or heads I have travelled thro'
many thousand acres of oats growing spon-
taneously five or six feet high.- - "
Time is ik soil vr cliHidiU' id thf hi M moi v
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cane. - Apples, pears, pe,ichef,figi, almonds,
olives, dates, oranges, lemon, citrons, pom- -

granates, and grapes, may all be produced
-- i i. i . -- ii .l ...:-.- iin any aounaance. in met, bii inc iiupn;m

fruits are or may be produced in this cli-

mate."

LATER FROM OREGON.
The National Intelligencer contains an

extract of a letter, dated Tepic, Dec. 10,
1842, which will gieatly interest all who
contemplate emigrating to the El Dorado ot
the west:

"This letter will be taken to the United
States by Mr. Hastings, who is on his way
home from the Uregon territory, lie gives
a very bad description of that country, in
lact, he savs it is a countrv that never can
be settled by an agricultural people. 1 see
that a considerable uproar is constantly
made in the U. States about that country;
but 1 have seen a great many persons who
have been to that section, and they all coin-

cide in opinion with Mr. Hastings. This
gentleman, induced to believe that it was a
complete paradise, look out 140 settler
from Missouri; but they all found their way
to California. Some of the missionaries
have given a very false account of that
country.

From the Platte fcaijlu.

FALLS OF THE WALAMETTE.)
Oregon territory, Oct. 24, 1 043. $

Estf.kmkd Friknd In the outset of mv
journey here, 1 had great labor and difficul
ty, but got along without accident or lurther
loss than throwing away all I had except
mv mules. But 1 arrived here safe, and in
good health on the CSth of September of the
last year. We encamped on the first night
of our arrival within four miles of this place,
and on the banks of the Clackmus. The
sun went down clear, and it set right, and
I felt that 1 was in the right country. When
I started for this, 1 did not intend to stay,
but then 1 knew nothing ot Oregon. But 1

now tell you friend McLane that nothing
could induce me to leave this country, and
return, for here we have health and every
thing else that can render a reasonable man
happy. When I first looked upon the falU
here, I said to mysell this is the place for
me. There wis then but four houses a
company of settlers were building a saw
mill on one ot the rock islands in the river.
They have since built a large flouring mill.
Dr. M'Laughlin Ins since also built a large
(louring null, and in place ot four houses,
we have now fifty, and before the first ot
May next there will be one hundred. This
may seem strange, but 'tis no less strange
than true. Lots that 1 was offered for Jjj.
cannot now be bought for less than 1000!
The country improves in like manner, for
every man in the colony works hard.
There is no new country in the world tha.

is in such a state of prosperity as Oregon.
The main reason is, we have no Jire
here. Every man pays his debts and all
are friendly. 1 have been here one sum
mer, aud have had an opportunity of seeing
the harvest, which was the best I ever saw.
I do wiih 1 could send you a sample ol the
large pretty white wheat of this country.
But in fact every thing put into the ground
grows in like manner. There is no coun-

try like this for a farmer, nor no place w here
a man can live so easy. Cattle and hogt
cost nothing for feeding.

We had a meeting on the 4th of July, to
organize and form a code of laws; which
was done, and '.he Iowa laws adopted. Ail
civil officers and members of the legislature
(nine in number,) were elected. Si. if U.i-cl- e

Sam won't watch over us, we will do it
ourselves. Many of your friends are here,
and the people send their thanks through
me to you for your untiring zeal in behalf
of Oregon. Send on your little Eagle" to
Washington, and peck away ut the enemies
of Oregon.

A word for the last company. Young
Itogers, the printer, (son ol Peter Roger,
esq.) and two others, got here on the 4 lit

inst; Hyde and Dougherty shortly after.
Flty in all have now come in, but the main
body, including the families, though all safe
ind sound, are not yet in. If the compa-
nies would start as (hey should, they could
all get here by the first of Sept. I hope
you will tell them how to come. Each
man should biing a good light wagon; no-

thing in it but provisions, and of this, four
limes the amount they use at home in four
months. Go d oxen to the wagons. If
they use the horses thev bring in this way
they wont get here. Not one out of fifty
horses used for draught, has got here.
There is no danger Irom Indians at at all.
The last company saw none in the moun-
tains. I would mention thai John V. Gush-

ing, of New bury port, Mass. has a store,
and sends a ship here every fall. I send
this letter by one that sails for home to-

morrow. My regards to all. Tell our friend
not to abandon us. We are few but we
ire Americans.

Your friend,
HUGH BURNS.

To Allf.x M'Lf.an, esq.
rialte City, iIo.

THE OREGON TERRITORY.
Her Majesty" Government has iaued or-

ders for the immediate employment of iin ad-

ditional force of non commissioned officer
aiid men belonging to the Royal Sapper and
Miner under the Boundary Commissioner .

Colonel Ealcourl. This delatchmenl which
has been selected from the companies of that
corps employed on similar services in England,
on account of their experience and knowledgn
of the peculiar dune required of them, arrived
at Woolwich, from different places in England,
on the first inst., and are now in hourly

of proceeding to Liverpool, where
i hey are to embark for America, and, on land-
ing there, will be sent to the Oregon Terri-
tory, to j in those already employed in the. ser-
vice. This looks warlike.

The tone of ministers in their psilismeMa-r- y

speeches, on Die untitled questions be-

tween this country and Etgland, appear tr. ha

very amicable.

Waller, the member of Congress from
Ohio, has been fined tin .and costs iu
Washington City, for his assault upon Mr.
Shriver, he rrpoifer uf tjie Baltimore


