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PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY BY
GREEN & SHIRLEY.

@Qfk:e Eastcarner of the Public Square,opporitelthe
yatte Hotol,

TERMS OF PUBLICATION.

For one yoar, if paid in advance,
If not paid bafore theeloseof theyear,
TERMS OF ADVERTISING,
One Bquare of 12 lines, or less, one dollar for
the firat, 00 cents for ench subsequantinsertion.
Business and Professionn] Cardsinserted st §10
perannam.
To Merchants and businessmen, whoadver-
tiso by the year, liberal deductivns will be made,
JOB PRINTING,

OF every description, executed with neatness and
despatch, and on the mostreasonahle terms.
JUBTICES' BLANKS
Handsomely printed, kept constantly on kand, and
for sale low.
(=Mesnrs. Wu. D. Maroneand N.B.Coates,
are our suthorized Agents, at Huntsville,
L |
TAKE NOTICE.
0 Cheaper Still. 1
BEING desirous to close all my business in
Fayette during the present year, | have de-
termined to commence now, sclling my present
stock of goods for eash, at greatly reduced pri-
ces and many articles for cost. My goodg having
been purchused jn the east for cash, hy }gentlu-
man well acquainted with the business, warrants
me in saying, that they are desirable in quality,
style and price, and am determined to do what |
way, and am ready to demonstrate it to all who
will give me u call, advising those wishing cheap
guods to give me a call at least, befors purchasing
els® where. This stock consists of staple dry
oods, bro. and bla. domnostics, bed tickings, dril-
ings, tweeds, broadeloth, casimeres, casinets,
prints all styles, ginghams, lawns, silks satins,
bonnets, ribbands, fur und palm leal hats, cotton
and silk handkerchiefs, hardware and cutlery, cas
tings, quetnsware, sugar, culfee, nails, glass, dye-

#tufly, spice, &c., &e.
JAS. B. O'TOOLE.

00
30

4

Fayotte, May 27, 1848,

JNO. W. HENRY,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

FAYETTE, MO.,

[LLattend to any business entrosted to him

W in the Courts of Howard, and the coun-
ties adjoining. He may be found atthe Receiv-
er's office, when not ahsent on professional busi-
ness, [Fayowe, Nov. Gth, 1847, 40--6m.

" Joseph D. Smith,
SURGEON, PHYSICIAN, &e.
[ AVING located B miles East of Fayetle, on
the road leading to Petersburg, respectfully
uffers his services to the citizens of Howard.
tle may always be found atthe residence of

Dr. Samuel Crews, except when professionally ab-
went. March 18, '48,--2-0in.

Doct. A. S. Dinwiddic,
~NRATBFUL for past patronage, still continues
to offer his WEDICAL SERVICES (o the
citizens of Howard CuumE
g27~Office on the South Eastside of the public
wquare, where he can usually be found in the day;
atnight—at his residence, 9d door below the Bank
Feyotte, April 1Uth, 1847.

lli l’- Bl’ell'tl",
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

[ ILL attend to any business entrusted to

him=~in theSecond Judicial District,
REFERENCES.

Browxixe & Bususet, Quiney,[llinois.

A, W. Moamisox,Esq.,

Cov. 1. Dawis, ’ % Fayette.

W. Picker, Benton, Miss,

Col.P. H. Fouxraix, Pontatoek, Miss.

McCanrneet & Coares, Humsville, Mo.

Office—McC amrnevL’s Buildings, Huntsville,

[Rundolph co., Dec- 12th 46, 40—1Iy

Mo.
Rich Dress Govds, )
The attention of the Ladies is particularly in-
vited to a remarkably fine and extensive variely
of Rich dress goods and trimmings
All deseriptions of Bonnets
Parasols of nll styles and quality
Laces and lnce goods

Shawls and searfs, §e. &c. o
my10 BOON, TALBOT & SMITH.

James W. Harris,
Commission and Ferwarding Merchant, and
Produce Dealer,

WATER STEEET, OLABGOW, MO,
IBERAL Cash sdvances mode on all ship-
4 ments of Produee, &e. for the Southern and

Eastern markels.
Glusgow, January 22, 1848.-=40 G,

Medical Card.
Docre. J. C. Pamrmisn ann A, Parisox,
Botanic Physicians,
RATEFUL for past patronage, still continue
o offer their Medical Services to the citi-
zens of Howard county, . .

Dr. A. Patison wiil continue his office at his
residence, one quarter of a mile east of Mr. Wil-
loughby Willians, . )

Dr. ; C. Parrish may be found at his residence,
formerly vccopied by James Owens, one quarter
of n mile east of Salt Creek Meeting house.

¢~N.B. J.C. Parrish will practice Dental

Surgery.
l\farch Ath, 1948,

H2—1f

EMANUEL DEROIN,
WIHOLEBALE AFD RETAIL
Druggist and Apothecary,

No. 48 N. Main Street,
AND
Corner of Eighth Street and Franklin Avenue,
KEEP3 CONSTANTLY ON HAND |
Fresh Drygs, Medicines, Paints, Oils. Dye-Stuffs,
Window Glass, Glassware, Soaps.
PERFUMERY, AND PATENT MEDICINES.
Cheap for Cash.
&t Louis, October 16th, 1847, 121y

1. H. CURD

THEODORE JONES,
Jones & Curd.

ODUCE, COMMISSION AND FOR-
i WARDING MERCHANTS,

No. §, cOMMERCIAL BY.,

SAINT LOUIS, MO.

May 20,—3m.

.‘ P HASENKAMP,. G. A HUMRBICKNOUSE.
HANENKAMP & CO.,
GROCERS,
Commission and Forwarding
MERCHANTS,

NO. 50, WATER STREET,

(1) SAINT LOUIS, MO.

P L L b
. Winthrop H. Hopson,
n:\f l%lﬂ located permanently in Fayette, ten-
H ders his professionsl services to the eitizens
the place and vicinity, and respectivlly solicils =
shareof their patronage. During the day, "l-'
cept when professiona ly absent, he can st &l
times ba found et his %ﬂiu\. {thde l:msi::::li;‘ugdnl;y
. w offize andat n i
?u?s' ?:':.: i Mareh 25.--0-6m
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1 CAN'T MAKE UP MY MIND.

—_——

I ean't tnake up my mind, mamma,
In such unseemly haste;

Nor pick from all my dying swains
A husband to my taste.

There's gay Sir Charles, a charming man,
Most affable and kind,

Who loves me so devoully, but—
1 cah’t take up my mind.

And, next, there's frank Xir Harry West,
So fond, so true, so clever,

Who, theugh T scold him all the day,
Adores me more than ever.

There's Roger Snipe, the pink of beaux,
Or else your daoghter's blind,

And yet when Snipe grows serious, |—
1 can't make up wy wind.

There's lawyer Keen, and poet Good,
Exemplars of their sort;

Still, still, I can't make up my mind—
There's no secounting for'tl

“Yes, yes there is,"” stern Truth replicd;
“Your vanity imparts

That false delight in flattering tongues,
Which forfeits loving hearts.”

On purpose to make up her mind,
So long this fair one (arried,

Her Jovers, loath to hang themselvos,
Sought other muids—and married !

And, though mimma is growing old,
Her daughter looks much older,

E'er since her coquetry nnd pridd
In the Old-Maid's Corps enrolled her.

MR. VAN BUREN'S LETTER OF
ACCEPTANCE.
Lixpexwoun, Aug. 22, 1848,

Gexrtienen: 1 have had the honor to re.

ceive your letter, giving me official infor-

mation of the proceedings of the Buflalo

Convention. The composition, character

and proceedings of that body, as described

by you, and the concessions of feeling, and
to some exten!, of opinions also, on the

curity against the extension of slavery into
territories where it did not practically exist.

2d. That in the language of your own
condensed and excellent resolution, ‘Slavery
in the several States of the Union which
recognise ils existence, should depend upon
State laws, which cannot be repealed or
mn;ﬁﬁed by the Federal Government;"—
and—

8d. A spirit of considerable forbearance
towards the institution, in localities where
it was placed under the control of Congress,
By a wise observance of this policy, we
have, until recently been enabled to neutral-
ize the jujurious tendencies of an element
of discord, more difficult to deal with than
any to which our free institutions are ex-
posed. But unhappily for the present har-
mony, and passibly for the future welfure,
of our beloved country,a ptetension lias
been recently set up by our brethren of the
slave-holding Siates, in regard to the first
branch of this policy, o inudmissible upon
principle, and so revolting to our feelings,
as to produce a rush or public sentiment to-
wards the point of resistance. which, with

states, and admitted into the Union as such,
Now, for the first time, the attempt is inade
to permit the introduction of slavery into
territories which are now free from it—
territories from which it wasexpelled, with-
in the lust fifleen or twehty years, by the
express and solemn act of their former gov-
ernment and people-—a government and
people with whom, in regpect to the attrib-
utes of Ifieednm, ours would not brook a
compnrison,

Nor is this its only, or ils worst feature
In annexing to our Union Texas, an exten-
sive slave State; covering an area capable
of being formed into many more such States
we become involved in a war with Mexi-

| co, which claimed continued dominion over

that State,  The territories in regard to
which the question is now made, are among
the eonguests of this war: 1t is, therefure,
in effect, whatever may have been the orig-
inal objects of the war, an appeal to the in-
liabitants of the non-slaveholding States, o
sanction the extension, through our instru-
mentality, of slavery into territuries which
the United States have, in fact, acquired by

a population so considerate and so staid as
ours, is never seen, except when a convic- |
tion exists that the honor and safety of the |
country are at etake, and then always, A
train of occurrences, all tending to thesame |
generil end, which have, fora few yvars
past, followed each other in rapid success-
ion, has raised this feeling to an elevation
hitherto unknown, and produced resolves
which it is not in the power of individuals |
to induce the peopleto recede from. The |
constitutionality, the justice, the humanity |
ond the expediency ofthe ground they have |
taken, are all so clear as to preclude the pos- |
sibility of a continued diversity of opinion
or aclion in the non-slaveholding Btates.
The consequences that may result from |

the sword, but which others hed relieved
from that great evil. Such a proposition
need only be stated to ensure its prompt re.
jection by the non-slaveliolding states,

Upon what grounds is it aitempted to
sustain principles, so repugnant to our feel-
ings, 8o destructive in our view, to our na-
tional charadler and 8o well ecaleulated, if
successful, to eloud the glory of this great
Republic?  That there should be diversilies
of opinion and feeling upon the subject of
slavery between us and vur southern breth-
ren, is certainly natural,

The strength of northern aversion to the
institution, has been recently very truly sta-
ted on the floor of the Senate, by a very
distinguished southern stalesman, The peo-

. e o S - T —— .
’ them, ¢ nformity 1o this pr-il'icipla-in thé
nrdinance of '87, was required, even in the
State Counstitution and governiment, and
] the bill giving to the ordinance this applica-
L R P FESRT JE SN TG et weenge o : TR —— . [tion, was reported by a committee of which
“ ERROR CEASES TO BE DANGEROUS, WHEN REASON IS LEFT FREE TO COMBAT IT —Jerrensos. T | Yilem B Gilew ol Virgioia, wee otisis.
v 4 L man, and Juhn Rutledge, of South Caroli-
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28, ate by ¥ote of sixteen to five, and amon

the aye® will be found the respected no

of Baldwin and Jackson, of @eorgis;
Brackenridge and Brown, of Kentucky;
Franklin and Stone, of North Caroling;
Stevens, Thompson, Mason and Wilson

sworn duty to withhold,if he had not been
satisfied that all the provisions of the bill
were in confarmity to the constitution,—
The present President, also a slave-holder,

elected from a slave-holding State, with a
large portion of his cabinet in the same sit-
uation, has given the highest sanction to the
doctrine we contend for that is known 1o

Cary Nicholas, of Virginia; Sumpter, of
South Carolina, and Wright, of Maryland.
Fhe States which have grown up under
and in conformity to that ordinance; have,

this conflict of opinion between us and those | ple of the north could not overcome this
who are, unhappily, our opponents—if their |aversion;if they would; and they cannot
pretensions are persisted in--are known |desire to do so, because they religiously be-
only to that omniscent and kind Providence |lieve that the highest earthly interests of
which has hitherto protected our country |man are based on its permanency and ulti.

part of its members, which enabled lhem| have threatened them.
to unite their exertions upon a common, and | Tl_le claim set up.lny our snuthern brpth-
to the country, a vitally important ques.|ren, is a departure from the platformraised

tion, show it to have been governed by a
pure and lofly patriotism, and demanded
from me a grateful acknowledgement, for
the expression of confidence you have oc-
cumulated.

My positinn, in regard to the Presiden-
tial election, is a peculiar one; and it is due
to me, that the knowledge of it, should be
co-extensive with that of every material
step I take in the canvass. In 1844, I an-
nounced my determination to continue in
retirement for the rest of my life; and my
earnest desire 1o do so has been undimin-
ished and invariable, from that moment to
the present. 1 declined, respectfully but
explicjtly, numerous offers from friends in
other Siates, to promote my nomination at
the late Baltimore Convention; and in the
same spirit, refused permission 1o the New
York delegation to present my name to that
body, uhtler any circumstances whatsoever.
The refusal would have been equally de-
cisive, if ithad been certain, that they would
have had it in their power to carry their
friendly wishes into effect. The New York
delegation to the Utica Convention reques-
ted my opinions, in regard to the obliga-
tions imposed upon them by the Baltimore
numinations, and the constitutionality and
expediency of a prohibition, by Congress,
of the introduction of slavery into territor-
ies now free from it. They also asked my
consent to the use of my name, by the Con-
vention, as its candidate for the presiden.
cy. 1 cheerfully gave them the opinions
they desired, but declined the last request
absolutely.

never doubted. But the convention were
of opinion, that the use of my name was
necessary, as well to enable the democracy
of New York to carry forward, with a rea-
sonable prospect of ullimate succees, the
great principle for which they contended,
as Lo sustain themselves in the extraordinary

the injustice of others; and that the relations
which had so long existed between us, gave
them a right so to use it, not only, without
my consent, but against my known wishes.
Entertaining these views, they decided to
nominate me, and omitted to give me the
usual notice of their proceedings,

The reasons why I did not feel myself at
liberty to interpose any further obstacles
to ther wishes, have been given to the pub-
lic, and need not be repeated.

It isin this form that my name, as a can-
didate for the Piesidency, has been brought
before the people. Occupying this position
I shall feel myself honored by the support
of an assemblage so enlighteded and patriot.
ic, and so devoled to the maintenance of
the great Erincip!a we contend for, as that
in whose beha!f you have addressed me,

I have examined and censidered the plat.
form adopted by the Buffalo Convention,
as defining the political creed of the “Free
Democracy,” with the attention due 1o the
rave subjects which it embraces, and the
nteresting circumstances under which it is
presented. It breathes the right spirit, and
presents a political chart which, with the
explanations I am sbout to make, I can, in
good faith, adopt and sustain,

In regard to the chief topic of the reso.
lutions, it is nol to be doubied; that the pres-

the subject of elavery, is caused mainly by

founders of the Republie. That policy, in

the foreign slave trade, wasi—
| 1st._Adequste, cfficient, and certain se

by our common ancestors, at a period when
the claim of our Union was the brightest
and the fraternal teeling between the States
that composed i1, the strongerst. 1t comes
upon the back of a series of events well
calculated to awakenat the north, that deep
and, as it respects ourselves, overwhelmin
sensation in the public mind, to which
have referred. A brief review of them, at
? ;numcnt so critical, cannot fail 1o be use-
ul,

The future condition of the respective
States, in regard to probable continuance or
abolition of slavery, were correctly fore-
seen at the formation of the government.—
Those of the old thirteen which are now

and its institutions from the dangers which [ mate universality. At the south the fecling
is very different, because the culture of their
minds and dispositions and the force of
habit have had an opposite tendency. This
known, and for a season, at least, incurable
diversity of opinion and feeling should beget
a spirit of concilintion and inculcate mutual
forbearance in speech and action. This
duty hns doubtless been occasionally lost
sight of, on both sides; but it cannot Le de-
nied that the departure from it has been
greatest on the part of our southern breth-
ren.

No one will venture to insist that it is, at
this day, either expedient or right to origi-
nate slavery in territories that are free from
it, if it can be properly prevented. But it
is insisted that this cennot be done in the
case under consideration, and in the form
proposed. First, because the constitution

our institutions; and althongh he felt him. |0 8 very great degree, been settled by em-
self called upon to make an extra messnge, | [Hrants from the slave-holding States,—
setting forth his reasons for believing that r,""“""“d*’ of these hardy and enterprising
the restrictions ought not to be applied 1 | PI90ELTS, any of them among the most
our Mexican territories, he does not take | Fespectable of their fellow-citizens, for
the slightest notice of the constitutional *erie€ of years in succession, left their
objection on which so many Southern | friends and neighbors in the slave-holding
States had based their opposition 1o the States for what was then the far west, ac-
general measure. This branch of the sub. companied by their prayers and benedic-
ject has been thus, and we hope forever, | !ions; it never entering into the imagina-
disposed of. tion of either that in doing so they sub-

It is further contended that slaves are ™Mitled 1o any personal or sectional reproach
so far to be regarded as property as to au. | °F degradation.  Prosperous and happy in
thorize their owners to carry them into any | their new abode, they a.d their nssociates
of the territories, and to hold them there, andthe great enterprise they accomplished,
notwithstanding any act which Congress | have been honored and admired by all who
may pass upon the subject. I Congresy | have withessed their success. One of those
have the constitutional power to prohibit VerY ’“"!‘]‘“‘" after assuming and for many
slavery in the territories, its laws place the Years discharging the responsibility of en-
subject on the same footing there, as the [oreing the ordinance of 1787, aud after
State laws do in the States. As well, there. | #0j¥ing a large share of his country’s con-
fore, might the slave-holder contend that he | fidence and respect in other forms, was fi-
can bring his slaves into territories, where PAIIY clovated Lo the Presidency, and died
slavery is prohibited by Congress, If his P that exalted station.  Another highly
slave runs away, and enters one of the non- distinguished inhabitant of one of the ter-
slave-holding Siates. he does not thereby | tories, subject to the same restriction, af-
become free, but shall Le delivered up u;;- ter having also, for a long series of years,
on the claim of the person entitled to hig borne the responsibility of seeing lo the
services.  But this is not in consequence of | tXuCHLICD of this now detided ordinance,
the recognition of the right of property in 8% Governor of the territory, is, at present,
such persnn, notwithstanding the Siate the favored condidote for the same high of-
laws; but in virtue of an express article of fice, of portions of the citizens of the
the constitution, which constitutes one of s!n\-u-hul-i_lng as well as pi‘ the other States.
its compromises upon the subject of slave. 10 the face of facts like these, is it pos-
ry. This view of the matter was placed sible that the application of this restric-
in a clear light in the recent debates, Ly '1on 10 New Mexico and California, can
one of the oldest and most distinguished OPEFAte Lo the disparagement of our breth-
members of the Senate, when le insisied ¢ _”f !!\e 5"““""”'%"‘1-'.’ States! No im-
that the claim, on the part of the slaye.lol. partislmind can, I hink, regard it in this
dars, though nominally to remove their ?‘l'-."l,“" and if there Le any otlier objections
property, was in reality, to transport their insisted on that are worihy of notice, l am
laws into the territorics.  One has, there. DOt 8pprised of thew.  None that are ten-
fore, only to imagine a territory governed 8ble.can, in my judgement, be offered.—
by the various and conflicting laws of thir- I'he measure is right in itself; and what is

ty independent States, to appreciate the ab.
surdity of the pretension,

But it is insisted that the prohibition ear.
rice with it a reproach to the slave-hold-
ing States, and that submission to it would
degrade them.  This is obviously the prin.
cipal if not the material, ground of appo-
sition to the measure that is persisted g
and most assuredly, if it were well found-
ed, we would have no just ground to take
exception to the earnestness with which it
is sustained. Let the objection, therefure,
be fairly and dispassionately considered.
Very erroneous opinions of the dispusi-
tions of the northern people are entertained
by those who think them capable of desi.

tight mav always be done with ultimate
safuty, ‘T'he present generation stand in
the same relation towards these very ex-
tensive territories, in which the sages of
1757 stood towards the north-western ter-
ritony.  If we nctas wisely as they did,
results not less glorivus than those which
riflect such nn.i_\'ing honor on the policy of
that day, will fullow the labors and perpet-
nate the memories of those by whom it is
now upheld.

I'he sixth resolution embraces the sub-
jeet of slavery in the District of Colum-
biag and 1 obzerve in it a generality of ex-
pression, in respect to the time when, and
the circumstances under which, it was the

exempt from it, acted under a confident an- |does not give Congress the power to pro-
ticipation that they woud soon become so; hibitslavery in the territories; and that con-
whilst those of the number where slavery |sequently, the great number of acts for the
still exists, could not look forward to an |purpose which have Leen passed for the

That they sincerely desired to | Were, arraye L I
respect my wishes in this regard, | have |added to the seven in which slavery had

ent unprecedented movement of the public
mind in the non-slaveholding States upon

an earnest desire 1o uphold and enforce the
policy in regard to it, established by the

addition to the prospective prohibition of

equally favorable result in regard lo them-

at the adoption of the Constitution, that all
though a large and highly
tion of the members of the confederacy
would probably fur a long, certainly for an
indefinite period, remainslaveholding States
a majority of the States would be non-slave-
holding; and that a constitutianal prepon-
derance in the federal government would
be thus secured to the latier.

To make nssurances of this result doubly
sure, the slave-holding States themselves
were prominently active in a mensure—tle
ordinance nf 1787, by which six new Siates
were first designed 10 be, and five actually
on the same side, These

had been, or was expected 1o be, abolished,
would make the division in this regard 12
to 5. The evidence we possess of the cir-
cumstances and dispositions of the times,
warrants us in assuming that no one, at
|that day, anticipated that this difference in
[the respective conditions of the States, in

position to which they had been driven by | regard to slavery, would ever be overcome

| or neutralized, by the accession to the con-
federacy, of new slaveholding States. Yel
in the brief period which has elapsed —we
may well say brief, when viewed in connee-
tion with such greal results—we have wit-
nessed the addition of nine slave-holding,
and only three non-slaveholding States, to
the confederacy, beyond those which were
provided for before the adoption of the
Constitution, making them to stand fifteen
to fifteen. The preponderance originally
secured to the non-slaveholding States, and
with the knowledge of which they assisted
in investing the institotion of slavery in the
States, with the privileges and guarantees
of the Constitution, has thus been annihils-
ted. These fucts cannot be controveried
or cohcealed, and when once fully under-
stood, and appreciated by the people of the
non-slaveholding States, they must have a
controlling influence over their future
eourse, 'The eniotions they have slready
excited, ought not to surprise intelligent
and ingenuous minds in any quarler.

But this is not the only, nor even the most
repulsive view which we are: eompelled 1o
take of the present pretensions of our breth-
ren of the slaveliolding States, Blavery is
now presented in a livery which it never
wore before. On every previous occasion
when there has been a conflict of opinion
in regard to i1, the question has only been
how far the policy of 1787 should be car-
ried out by prohibiling or restricting the
extension of slavery in territory which was
at the time, subject toits introduction, Most
of the territory of the United States which
was thus situated, save the State of lowa,
which was excepted by the Missouri Com-

opinian of the convention that it should be
abolished. which has not been usual on the
part of the friends in immediate action.—
Most reflecting and philanthropic minds

ring the degradation of any of the Siates
of the confederacy, whether they be slave-
holding or otherwise. They entertain (oo
enlightened n sense of their own interests;

Inst sixty years, with general assent, were

selves, It was, therefore, well understood, |but so many infractions of the constituticn. | (¢ “f 1he confederacy, and of the extent

All will.remember the solemnity and ra-

respectable por+ | pidity with which State afier State, ut the | s41q tarnish the lustre of the wholey and

south, in succession announced thisduetrine
| und the arcimonious vehemence with which
| their conventions denounced political pros-
Leription in the form of exclusion from the
offices of President and Vice President, of
all wheh refused to adopt ir,  But it is sl
ready apparent that difference of opinion
upon this important subject cannot be set-
tled by vehement assumptions, nor coneil-
{iation in regard to i1, promoted by denun-
|eiation.  In our country such difficultics
must be salved by appeals to the 1esis pro-
vided by the Constitutien.  For the recti-
[tude of our mutives and the correctness of
our conduct, we are responsible, on earth,
|1n the opinion of the civilized world, and
heresfier to a power that is greater and
wiser than all.
The question of constitutionality, the
gravest of all objections that can be made

against the public measure s just passed
through the ordeal of public discussion, and |
the doctrine induestion has been so thor

oughly rejected, and condemned by the
voiee of the nation that itis no longer neces-
sary to spend words in refuting it.

Two circumstances have, however, oe.
curred, which though not necessary o its
overthrow, give to that overthrow a sane.
tion that entitles them to notice. It now
appears, that iwenty-eight years since, at
the time of the Missouri compromise, Mr
Monroe, then President, a slave-holder and
elected from a slave-holding State, submit.
ted this very question, save only that it was
then applied to slave territory, to 8 cabi
net composed, among other great men, of
such giant intellects from the slave-holding
States 0s Crawford, Calboun, and Wi,

| ie must dispose of lis slaves, and employ ercising it

the latter the law officer of the Govern.
ment; thot they were unanimously of opin.
ion that Congress did possess the power in
question; and that the then President, a
man who was on the scene of arction when
the Constitution was formed, concurring in
that opinion, approved the bill.  The doc.
umenis which attest these interresting cir-
cumstances are before the country, and ev.
ery one will judge for himself of their
claims to eredence; considered in connec-
tion with what has been said upon the sub-
ject by the survivor of the Cabinet reforred
to.

To bring the matter ncarer to our own
times, withina few days, upon the very
heel of the recent discussions npon this
point, a bill containing this restriction—the
very bill which has, in part, produced this
discussion—has passed boih branches o
the national legislature, and received the
constitutionsl approval of the present ex-

| promise, has Leen converted into Slave|eculive—an approval Jwhich 1t was his

live in the hope, that they will one day see
slavery abalished, not only in that District,
butin the States also, in the latter through
the agenry of the State governments, to
whom the eonstitution wisely leaves exclu-
sive power inthe latter, and in the former
by Congress, I may be mistaken, but I
think 1 see in the guarded language of the
resolution, evidence of an apprehension,
on the part of the Convention, that a dif-
ference in upinion, to some extent at least,
cxi‘-iuri among ils members, upon the point
tninly not Le owing to any want of gener- ;"':""r'l"".* i ’"‘:1 i:_j‘““ "“I'gh""‘]f"d and tru-
ality in its application. \ pn_ "nfl." resolve, I!ml to sul :rr l!ml cir-
S pLids . cumstanee, i it existed, to weaken the
The restriction will, of eourse, be oblig- | pyoral power ef their unasimity on the
tory on all who settle in the territories, prear question which had brought them to-
from whatever Siate or country they may  gather, =
have emigrated, They will all, in this res My opitiion in favor of the power of
peet stand upon an equal footing.  If any Congpess to abolish slavery in the Districe
1:|i;a.lu|am of any of the non-slave-holding of Culumbia, has been repeatedly avowed,
States, who removes lo the territories has ag well when a candidate, as whilst Presi-
his capital invested in business transactions dour; snd every day's reflection has but
which are not permitted by the laws of the gapved 10 confirm '“5‘ conviction of its cor-
ferritory, he must change the investment. rocipess. 1 at the same time, express my-
If a slave-holder desires to remove there, solf strongly against the expediency of ex-
; ind in a reeent letter to the
free labor as his countrymen and neighliors | Kuw York delegation at Utica, [ referred
did, when they removed to diffurent por- |14 myv eontinoed opposition to that meas-
tions of the north-western territory, and 0, "
in doing so made themselves prosperous, | jroduced, and there was, conserquently, but
contented and happy. little care taken, in regard to the terms, in
Let us look for a moment at the charae- which the suggestion was made,
ter of this measure, and compare it with, The forin of expression which T em-
others that have gone before it. It is a re- ployed has, it appears, led many honest
enactment of the ordinance of 1787, which and intelligent men 1o assume that the re-
prohibited the introduction of slavery in- mark related, exclusively, to the past, and
to territories which had been ceded by sev. | was not intended to convey my present
eral of the States to the United States.—— views on the matter, This construction,
The difference between the effects of the though, perhaps, not unwarranted by tha
iwo measures, consistg only in the fact,| words employed, is, in fact, crroneous; and
that the territory to which the ordinance|itvis due to tuth, 1o fair dealing and to all
of '87 was applied, was, previous to it ses. who take an interest in the matter, that the
gion, subject to the introduction of slavery; subject should now be placed in its truo
whilst the territory 1o wiich it is now light
sought to Le applied, had at the time of the| 1t s not to be denied that many of the
cession Lo us, been already exempted from  reasons which, in 1837 and before, opera-
it by law. Who first proclaimed the prin- ted to produce the conviction I then ex-
ciple which triuniphed in the enactment of | pressed, no longer existed; and if, when
the ordinance of 1787!  Thomas Jefferson. | writing to the New York delegation at
Who promoted snd securad its passage Utica, | could have anticipated what has
through the Continental Congress! All|since occurred, | should have felt it my do-
the distinguished and pairiotic men who |ty to discriminate between the reasons
thit vear represented the slave-holding | which had passed away, and those which
States in that body. without a solitary ex- | vet temain.  But when my letter to them
ception. Who gave to the measure his of- | was written, nothing com_:ld have been fur-
ficial sanction, by approving a bill to car- |ther from my expectations, than that 1
ry it into effect, under the new Govern.

shiould ever again be a candidate for the
ment! George Washington. Within the | Presidency; and, of course, it was not my
last sixty vyears, and down to 1838, the intention to say what my conduct would be
same enactment has been again and again |on this or any other matter, if sgain an in-
repeated, with the general concurrence of |pumbent of that place.
the southern members, and often through

they have a just conception of the true glo-
to which the humiliation of a part would

they are, abiove all, too national in their
feelings, not to cherish a deep solicitude
for the honor and welfare of all its mem-
bers, If they could, thercfure, believe
that the success of this measure would
draw afier it such grave consequences they
would be among the last to upliold it. 1f
it could have such a tendency, it will cer-

The subjoct was only incidentally in-

| have spoken, in a former part of thig
their particular instrumentality. A full |letter, of the three leading features of the
poliey, in regard to slavery, adopted by the

Pathiers of the Republic.  History, if true,

fifth of the States of the Union has been
organizad as territories under its restric.

tions, In respect to Ohio, the oldest of

must record the fact, that the north has



