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LAND MEN MAD

AQGENT CHOENFELT 18 CFCILING
THEIR SCHFMESD

MAHY RESTFIZTIONS HOT TO BE REMOVED

o il

Mr. Shoenfelt is Standing Betwees In.
dians and Land Sharks—Many Ap-
plications Will Not
Recommendation
MUBKOGEE: The atthtude of

the Indian agent, Mr. 8hoenfelt, in re-
gard to the removal of restrictidns
upon the sale of lands by allottees of
Indian blood Is proving a great disap-
pointment to the land sharks. PDur-
Ing the past week the agent has done
practically nothing but sign his name
lo recommendations to the interlor
department In reference to applica-
tlons .already passed upon, and it is
reported upon good aytuority that
less than 3 per cent have met with
his approval. One day 152 recom-
mendations were transmitted through
the mail, and 147 of these bore the
stamp of the agent's disapproval.

The land men are furlous. They
have gone to considerable expense to
herd the Indians into llne, and get
their applications hafore the depart-
ment early., With the freedmen they
had experienced an easy conquest,
and had anticipated a similar success
in case of the Indians of blood. But
the Indlan agent has forestalled them,
and has brought upon himself the
brunt . of thelr Indignation. Up to
date there are 1,100 applications pend-
ing, but unless there 18 a change of
policy not more than thirty of these
will be approved,

Colonel Shoanfelt has glven out
this statement:

“l1 do not feel at liberly to state
just what has been done. [ ean only
recommend to the department, and
therefore my action is not necessarily
final. However, 1 can say that the
clasy of citizens that the land sharks
are running in here will never have
thelr restrictions removed with my
approval. Why, In the Choctaw na-
tlon they have gone into the moun-
tains and bargained with the full-
bloods who have always secluded
themselves from ' ecivilization, and
then brought thelr applications into
this office, apparently with the pre-
sumption that favorable action would
be taken. To turn these Indians
loose to be flecced by these unserupu-
lous dealers would be the greatost
outrage of the century. And In the
other nations the situation Is little
better. Of course, howaver, there are
a few applicants who are really intel-
ligent and other whose Interests de-
mand that some of their land be dis-
posed of, but these will be treated In
& different light."

Any Indlan is permitted to sell his
land under the sealed bid system, au-
thorlzed by act of congress July 10,
1903, and the agency seoms to think
this the proper method, In this case
the vendor is certain to recelve a
good price for his land, and he Is sub-
jeet to no embarrassment, If the
Jand ls valuable there will be bids in
plenty, and if none are high enough
to suit he cam reject all and readver-
tise.

But Colonel SBhoenfelt seems to be
of the opinion that it is not at all
pecessary for all of the Indlans to sell
now. Ho thinkas that, with the pres-
ent outlook in the mineral fields, they
will profit_by holdnig onto their pos-
segsions awhile longer.” That ls, ex-
cept in a few rare cases, such as the
ones mentioned above,

A postoffice has been estabilshed at
Black Rock, distriet sixteen, Indian
Territory, with Mintre A. Woolverton
a8 postmaster.

Receive His|

CREEFK LAND SALES
MNaarly Half a Million Dollars Hat
Been 12aid Allottees

MUSKOGEE: On the 10th of
Muay, 1903, the ruiles and fegulations
for the sale of Creck allotted land
through the Unlon agency ln this city
wera promulgated by Secretary
Hiteheock, and a short time there
after were pul Iinto effeet by Mr,
Jonus, the United States commisaion.,
er of Indian affairs. A careful exam-
Ination of the sales that have been
made since that time brings oul some
Interesting facts in regard to the
first year's. progress under the sys
tem now In vogue. Up to July 1,
1804, the totf] amount of money pald
through the agency to allottees for
land was $488,150. The total num-
ber of tracts on which blds were ac
cepted was 465. The total number
of tracts on which petitions to sell
| were filed and advertised were 1,430,
| On 137 of these no bids wore recelved.
On 207 the patitions were witadrawn
becausé they were filed by freedmen
and a provision of the Indian appro-
priation blll permits them to sell
without rastviction, and they cannot
sell through the ageney. The num-
ber of deeds approved by the depari-
ment and dellvered to the purchasars
was 250, and the number disapproved
was nine, tre remainder being under
consideration at that time. The bids
for the latter amountad to $31,637.

The allptiees rejected bids on forty-
three tracts, and the agency rejected
a!l bids on 280 because they wera be
low the appraisement. The total
acreage offered for sale was 121,900
acres,

Total acreage bought out and paid
for was 40,500, Total ' acreage re
jected, being below the appraisement,
23,5600. Tctal acreage rejected by a)
lottees, 4,000. Total acreage on which
there were no bids, 11,500,

From the above it will be seen
that almost half a million dollars was
pald to Creek citizens for lands dur
ing the time stated, and that more
than 40,000 gcres of Creek land
changed hande. The present fiscal
year will no doubt show a large In-
crease over 1903, and it is confidently
expected that by July 1, 1905, more
than 10,000 acres will have been sold
and pald for. The, sales consum
mated amount to a trifle less than
21 1-1 per cent of the land listed, and
the average price per acre is $12.20,

TORNADO AT 8T. LOUIS

World’s Fair Grounds Visited by 2
Wind Storm

BT. LOUIS: A terrific thunder
storm broke over B8t. Louls Friday
night, and rain fell in torrents, accom-
panied by heavy wind. Within tep
minutes .67 of an inch of raln fe!l.
The velocity of the wind was fifcy-
two mileg an hour.

The storm blew in the north win-
dows of the Utah state huilling at
the World's falr grounds and rairn
did damage to ecarpets and draperies
estimntal at from $160 to §200.

A concert was in progress In Festl-
val hall in the cxpousitioa during the
heavy thunderstorm, whea suddenly
there was a flasa of lightning and
immediately all the lights went out.
The audlency beemine panic-stricken,
An actual panie was only prevented
by n woman's volee (aking wup the
strains of “"Ameriea,” in which '~ hers
jolned, The aundlence left thy wuild
ing singing, but withon. excitement.

In the Ghinece villag: on the Plke
| 360 Chinamen, just arrived. weve bes
ing watched over by immigration of-
I!Ich\h- temporarily when the stormw
struck. The celestials became panie-
stricken, and the offfecrrs wore tnrced
| to draw revolvers to subuvi them.
|Lllbtning struck near bv, a one
Chinaman was severely hocked,
whiloe another jumped fro.a the roof
of the bullding and broke his arm.

Tha band stand in the Plaza nf Rt
Louls was struck by lightning and
the roof was elightly burpel.

MOB LAW REICNS

AN CFFORT TO RID A GEORGIA
Z3TTLEMENT OF NKCGROES

COLORED INHABITANTS RECEIVE LASHES

Three Negroes Known to Mave Been
Shot—8everal Floggings Are Re
ported—Statesbora Militia Alleged
to Have Resigned

STATESBORO, GA.: One negro
fcund dead by the roadside five miles
east of the town, his body plerced
two rifle bullets: two negroes, one
of tho “old time darkles” and his
8cu, seventeen years old, shot In their
cabin during the late hours of night
by unknown marauders; half a dozen
cases of floggings—such was the lis
tory of a day. The scene of exclte
ment has shifted from this town to
the rich agrienltural reglon surrount-
Ing it. At Alexander Riggs' mill sev-
eral well to do white planters met to
plan to rid their nelghborhood of ol
noxlous negroes, Individual negroes
were marked for lashings and part
of the programme way carrled out.

It Is stated that the Statesboro
militiamen have prepared their resig
natlons for the governor. The mili
tary mismanagement was also mani
fested when the officer in command,
it is reported, took charge of the local
telegraph officc and for an hour cen:
sored all messages, and some mes-
sages were withheld from (a2 wircs

BURNED AT THE STAKE

The Awful Fate of Georgia Negroes
Convicted of Murder

ETATESBORO, GA.: With clothing
aaturated with kerosene, writhing
and twisting In thelr egony, scream-
ing to heaven for the merey that the
mob would not show, Paul Reed and
Will Cato, two of the principals in
the murder and burning of Henry
Hodges and wife and thres of thelr
children, six miles from Statesboro,
threc weeks ago, were bhurned at the
stake. A mob charged on the court
house, overpowared the military
guard, seeured Cato and Reed, who
had been found gullty after a legal
trial and sentenced to be hanged, took
them two miles from Statesboro and
there burned them alive.

DAVIS OFFICIALLY INFORMED

The Democratic Nominee for Vice
President Receivea the Message
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGH, W.

VA.: Henry G. Davis was formally

notified of and formally acecepted his

nomination by the Democratic purty
for vice president of the Unftee

States. The ceremonies took place

in the cpen air In the grounds of

Green Briar White Sulphur Springs

hotel, and were marked by simp!lcity.

Mr., Davis was oscorted to the fiaz-

draped platform by Representative

John Sharp Willlams of Mississippl

who delivered the notification ad

dress. Mr. Willlams oceupled an
hour in speaking. It took Air, Davis
ten minutes to read his focmal ac
captance, but he prefaced this with

a heart to heart talk of lHke duration

to the scveral thousand friends and

nelghbors who were galaered uudor
the trees.

" A Banta Fe Train Into a Ditch

SCRANTON, KAB.: A special traie
from Cincinnati, bound for Coropaic
Beach, Cal.,, and running as the neo
ond section of No. § on the Atchison
Topeka & Eanta Fe raflroad, wan
ditched one mile east of Scranton.
One person was fatally injured, five
were hurt serlously and six others
sustainer 'lght Injuries,

MORE CROOKED WORK

Dawes Commission Orderad to Maks
& Thorough Investigation

WASBHINGTON: “Investigate tht
Tishomingo land office from turret te
foundation stone," was the order (s
sued to the Dawes commigsion by
Mr. Ryan, the acting secretary of the
interfor department. That the secro
lary does not Intend Lo have any o!
the guilty escape Is evidenced by 2
statement given out In which It I
sald the resignation of one of the im
plicated clerks has already been of
fered, but had been refused, and thai
the persons Involved in the Tisho
mingo scandal would be held to an
swer to the Ur.cad Btates court. I
Is also Judge Ryan's Intentlon ta gc
after certain attorneys who, It I8 sald
were in collusion with the record
clerks and thereby assisted greatly ir
the selecting and locating of allit
ments of their clients, In  other
words, the department Is prepoving 2
big dragnet, and everybody Implicated
muet “iher clear himself or take 4
medicine

Bpeaking In Lis usual deliberate
manner., Judge Ryan sald in regare
to the investigation now going on ir
the territory:

“The department has alreadr re
celved a preliminary reporr on the
Tishomingo land office scandal. A
thorough Investigation has be.n or
dered, and the gullty persons will be
punished. The réport recelved from
the department by the Dawes commls
slon shows that the chief clerk of the
Tishomingo office brought about (he¢
Izvestigation by having his  suspic
lons aroused by irregularities on the
part of certain members of his cleri
cal force,

“This state of affalrsa was a' onss
reported to headquarters at Muskogee
and within a few hours a thorough in:
vestigation had been ordered. 8¢
far, one clerk has been deeply impii
cated, whjle others have Lieen piaced
n a very compromising light.”

MAKING A TEST SUIT

The Katy Wants Abcut 3,000,000
Acres in Indian Territory

MUSKOGEE: The Missouri, Kan
628 & Texas Rallway company has
flled sult in the United States court
here against James Bullett, a citizen
of the Creek natlon, for possession of
an allotment. This {8 the beginning
of several suits which will be filed
and made test cases.

The claim the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas has against the government is
that It was to recelve every alternate
sectlon of land for five mliles on
eitier side of Its right of way throngh
the Indian Territory. In 1880, it is
claimed by the rallway company, con
gress made a grant to the first rall
road that would build a line through
the territory from the Kansas line l¢
the Texas line, Tha Katy and the
S8anta Fe tried for the pfize, but the
former got Its line through and won
out. The grant reads:

“As soon. as Indlan title is ox-
tinguished and the land becomes puly
lie domain it shall become the prop
erty of the rallroad.” The title has
never been passed to the government,
and the land has not become public
domain. The rallroad contends that
this Is fraud, and that the govorn.
ment alloted the land this way to
avold fulfilling the grant.

There are 3,200,000 acres of land
Invol-ed. The ralirpad was to get the
odd sections, and some of the towns
of the terrilory are located on these
odd sectlons.

The abstractors of Oklahoma ' or
of A. E, Baxey of El Reno as presi-
of A. E. Saxey of Rel Reno as prosi.
dent; George Carron of Norman, suve.
retary, and L. M. Bannett of King-
fisher, treasurer. A legislative cow
mittes will be named to secure the
pessage of & measure requiring th:
county treasurers to earry on the cure
rent tax rolls the delinquent taxes as
far back as 1893, .




