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QUEEN  VICTORIA

For Sixty Vears She Has Ruled
Over the British Empire,

|
|
CIVILIZATION HAS Ammnczni

Beneficial Effect of Her In.
fluence Upon England.

i
Progress a Distinguishing Fea-
ture — Development of

the MNation.

For 60 wyears Queen Victoria has|
reigned over the British Empire. At 20
minutes after 2 o'clock on the morning
of June 20, 1837, William IV. died ut
Winidsor Castle. At 11 o'clock the same
morning the young Queen met the |
members of the Privy Council at Ken- |

gington Palace, and, after subiscribing
to the customary oaths, recelved from
them thelr oaths of allegiance. The |
death of the King was not wholly un- |
expected. His short illness d»-\'viup-..]'
dangerous phases, and it was soon {
tho

zhit that he could not survive, yet

it 15 almost without warning that
the Princess Alexandring Victoria
from belng an unexperienced girvl,
whose 1% vear
in almost «
i n O

The m

gpect and adn

on. She wns almost
unknown perzonally to the members
of the Cabinet and Privy Council, She |
had rarely been seen by the populace,
The unsettled condition of the soclety |
i court had, perhaps, justified her |

V! 5 oOf Kent, in allow- |

r life hi

herto in se-

clusion

has nevar

had occasion to ey 1ife had
been so

The he  Qued 00k

placea v s graphically de-

ished life of Dean

“At 10:30 o'elock a gun announced
that she was at the abhbev door, and in |
about a quart f an hour the proces-
sion appedred from under the organ,
advancing up the purple apprcach to
the chancel—every one leaning over—
and in they ecame. Flrst, the great
Dukes, struggling with their enormous |
trains: then ete, and the
Queen, with her wvast erimson train,
outspread by eight ladies, all in white,
followed by the great ladies of the
court in enormons crimeon trains, and
the smaller ladies with delicate sky-
blue trains trailing along the dark
floor, When che came within the full
view of the gorgeous abbey she paused
as if for breath, and elasped her hands

The orchestra broks out Into the mcst
tremendous eor of music I ever
heard. 1 was glad when they said
unto ms ‘Lt us 20 into the house of
the Lord."*

“Every one gasped far |

breath from the

the ra

: interest and
g of the eallery visibly trem-
bled in one's hand from the tremhling
of the spectators. [ never saw any- |
thing ke it. Tears wonld have heen |
a relief, One felt that the Queen must

gink Into the sarth under the trem-

bling awe. But at last she moved on to

her place Ly the altar, and (as T heard

from my cousins. who had a place ocloge

byv) threw herself an her knees, buried

her face in her hands and evidenily

prayved fervently, Far the first part the

silence was so grent that at my ex- |
treme point T eonld hear quite distinet-

I¥ the tremulons bhut articulate volee

of theArchhishop: afterward it was

quite inaudible, The great drawbacks

were the feeble responses to the sery-

fee and the feebleness of the acclama-

tions—hardly any af all at the recog-

nition and only tolerable at the coro-

nation. That was the crisis of 1h¢-|
ceremony and the most striking part.
The very moment the crown touched
her head the gung went off, the trom-
péts began and the shounts, She was
perfectly immovahle—Ilke a statne.
The Dnchess of Kent burst into tears
and her lady had to put on her eoronet
for her. The anointing wans very hean-
tiful from the olath of gold: the hom-
age also, from the magnificent cluster
in the very center.”

Already she hnd endeared herself in
the hesrts of her subjects. Constitu-
tionnl England was not slow to' per-
ceive that their ruler was not a whim-
siral Oneen, that she songht only the
agerandizement of her Kingdom. She
had heen confronted with serfous prob-
lems upon her ascenslon to the throne,
There hpd heer noliticsl and social un- |
rest. Bdneational and religions f:ac~!
tions had been at variance with each
other. Many of her suhiects were al-
most withont representation. the eon-
ditlan of the Inborine classes was niti-
ful. England was just recovering from

PRINCESSE HELENA

Schleswig-Holstein, Born May 25, 1846.
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PRINCESS LOUISE,
Marchioness of Lorne, Born
March 18, 1848,
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the effect of “perszonal” ruling, and
some of the statesmen of the time
were fearful of the resuit of having an
“almost infant Queen” deal with these
great problems.

From the first the Queen displayved
rare judgment, and, although she fe-
cepted the advice of her ministers, was
not wholly dependent uapon their eoun-
ga]l. This trait has characterized her
whole relgn. Her deep interests in the
welfare of her subjects, her strong re-
ligious nature had an immediate effect
upon the court, and the influence of her
example hag been f=it doring her whole
reign. Under the constifution, per-
haps, it has been her gracious exam-
ple more than an absolute dictation of
poliey that has influenced the change
fn the condition of nnt only the Eng-
lish-horn inhabitants of Great Britain,
but of British subjects in whatever re-
mote colony they may reside. The
change eannot he summed up in the
presentation of columns of ﬁgu.?.

Early in the Queen's reign, i 1842,
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PRINCE ARTHUR,
Nuke of Connaught. Borm May 1, 1850,
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, PRINCESS BEATRICE,
Battenburg. Born April 14, 1857.
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PRINCESS VICTORIA (Royal).
Dowager Empress of Germany.
Born Nov. 21, 1840.
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FRINCE LEOPOLD.,
Duke of Albany. Born April 7, 1850
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Prince of Wales. Born Nov., 9, 1841. |

laxation of protective duties. which
had been presented from time to time,
might not be more extensively applied.
This was the result of years of agl-
tation on the part of men who, because
of their benevolent dispositions and
thelr researches into the economic con-
ditton of the country, were convinced
that the social problem conld never be
solved untll the price of food was re-
duced to meet the purchasing power of
wages. Mr. Richard Cobden was the
real leader of the moyvement, and his
chief companion was [r. Bright Wha
them were assocint« | many of the
leading orators of t.e day., who de-
voted themselves to the work of se-
curing the repeal of the corn lTaws. A
lengue was formed, and the whole
country entered into the agitation. In
1845 the “potato rot” affected the
chief artiele of food in Ireland, and,
confronted by famine oven the Prime
Minister urged the abolitton of the

PRINCE ALFRED,
Duke of Edinburgh. Born Aug. 6, 1844, | corn dutfes.

At the time of the death of William
IV. there waa strife between the two
factions In Canada. The million odd
inhabitants threatened the disruption
of the Government. Lower Canada was
formed almoat entirely of French, and
any legisintion that appeared 10 favor
either ane of the divisions was regard-
ed with jenlousy by the other. Ome
man after another had tried to recon-
struct the Canadian governmental
scheme, nnd had fafled. It waa even
proposed suspending the constitution
of Lower Canada. Mismle had destroy-
ed anthority until Lord Durham was
sent out, and assumed control, His
poliey In Canadn sabjected him to se-
vere criticism, and he was shortly re-
called. But he had thoroughly investi-
gnted the condition of affalrs in Can-
adn, and Immediately upon his refturn
to England he recommehded that the
colonists should themselres possess as
much as possilile of the government
af the colony, that antonomy should be
allowed the judiciary as well as in the
execution of Inw. and that the LYome
povernment shomld Interfere only In
the relations qf the eolony with the
mother eountry. Lord Durham®s ree-
ommendations were gradually adopted,
and the Dominion of Canalda of todsy,
with Ita vapulation of six mlillone, and

1837

It lorely to the home government s
|‘hv reasnlt. The z=ame paliey of suton-
omy has been pursued n Australin as
| well, The population of Canada and
Australin eombined fn 1837 was senros-
Iy a miltion and a quarier. Today it is
nearly eleven milllons. Sinee Queen
Victoria zscended the throne 0 060
square miles of terfitory hare heen ad-
ded to the possessions of the British
Empire in India, and in Afriea 1,000 -
000 square miles

During th& telgn selence has made
woniferfnl advanoes The indusirial
| arts and literature have developesl
Steam navigation had slready bhean soe-
ceasfully tried. Many lines of raflwxy
were opened duripe the year 1835 2
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ALBERT EDWARD,

was also in this yeor that the aet of
|1'rmi.»-m}:ain= the muail I ol TN
mrased, a locomotive atinined a speed
of 37 miles an hour during this year
and transatlantic voynpges were poade
| by steambonts. In the same 72ar Pro-
fesanr Morse went to Eneland o ohtnin
| a patent for his invention o ennveying
| messpges a short distancs by tele-
graph. Today there {3 not a gusrte of
| the globe that cannot ba reschod hy
| steam navigatior, by milway or by
| telegraph. England is in easy commn-
niention with all her colonies, anl be-
CHILDREN | e
|l»’- more easily reached from Losdon
today than Liverpool could ue reachead
| in 1837,
| With the establishment of stexm apt
clectrical communleation ecume fhe
rapld development of the manafastur-
i ing and seaport towns, aml of London
itself. Birmingham and Liverpodl and
other lirge towns, had widely Jdiverg-
ing interests. They were nll governed
by the same cumbersoms muonleipal
| svstem of control, and In this “+aee
their interests were common The
| greater part of thelr inhabitants were
subfected to some low-wage scheme,
with no voice in loeal government, and
| in a second wey their Interests were
||~ﬁmman The same wspirit of progress
that forced loeal government for the
| eolonles upon Parlinment characterized
the efforts for municipal reform
| Within the last few vears efforts have
| been made In London |tself to sabsti-
| tute o  system of coentral municipel
| control and government for the varied
parish governing bodles whose terri-
tory has been absorbed hy the growth
| of the metropolis,
A distinetive feature of the relgn has

1897

PRINCESS ALICE,
Hesse-Darmstadt. Born April 25, 1843,

AROEAMAENER®E®GE®®E® @5 | been progrese. The wayr was paved for

| It by the necessity for changes In the

| began the legislation for the ameliora- | served to change these conditions, was | with stubborn persistency. The results | 0l n!)-ntmn, and to a certaln degres by
!”(m of the eondition of the working | an act which prohibited the employ- | have fully justified the Interference. the leglslative acts previows to ISSE.

cluss. Previous to that fime there were | ment of women and girls in mines and | The nearly ten million of British sub-

These enactments do not lesseq the n-
fluence of the relgn In any degree. Six-

nearly & mi¥ion paupers in the United | collierles. It was owing to the efforts | jects who have embarked from thelr |ty years of devotlon to prineiple. &
| Kingdom and fully 60,000 inmates of | 0f Lord Ashley, later known as the  native land during the last 60 years | Years of beneficence rannot ba Iived
prisons. The public at large was aware ' Earl of Shaftesbury, that the attention have heen fully equipped to compets |DY the head of a nation without an

of these facts, but there sesmed mno
help for the condition. Wages were
at almost starvation rates and a High
protective tariff maintained the price
of corn almost bevond the purchasing
reach of the workingman. When his
davs of usefulness were over the poor-
house awalted him, or else he was sup-
ported by his chlldren, who, like him-
gelf, were brought up with scarcely no
education, were thrust at a tender age
into the fields or the mines and- as-
simed the cares which never left them.
Should one of them rebel thers was al-
ways the foree of arms to silence the
demands for lightening the burdens.

The special act of Parllament, which

of Parliament was first called to the |
subject, and & commission appointed
to investigate, During hiz whole life-
time the Earl of Shaftesbury devoted
his energles to benefiting the working
class. He secured the passage of an |
act reducing the hours of work for chil- |
dren in the factories and extending the
number of hours during which they !
should be under instruction.
Leglslation favoring the working '
class has continued during the Queen’s |
reign. Compulsory education met wicn
opposition, becanse it was considersd |
that it Interfered with {Individual
rights. The workingman possessed
few rights, and he clung to the few

with the representatives of whatmerﬂ“ﬂu@nﬁ? upon every subject Exerted
nationalities with whom they hawe|:!:”: 'm:ar:,hlharud:t:s n::rl the maore
since been associated, m why the condition SVHTY wWo-
One of the most radical changes | man should be advanced From the
which was made in England's poliey | time when the Earl of Shafesbary
was the sholition of the corn duties. | Pressed the claims of the canse which
As early as 1842 the measure was 9“;-.41_\:9 defended uwpon Parliament, o the
whelmingly defeated in the Hfuse of | time when, o few months sines Lady
Common= by a vote of over four to one. | Aberdeen was the principal orator at
Yet it was scarcely four years Iater lh“'_- commencement oxercines of =
that the Government declared itself jn | EFeat university, and made = pies for
favor of the nbolition of the dutiss. | the higher education of women, thers
The Queen opened Parliament in per- | D08 been & con development of
son in 1846, and in the speech from the | tHat hizher ed
throne Parliament was recommended | 10 1837 the indifferent atiftude which
to consider whether the principle of &5 exhibited toward socfal conditions

the repeal of prohibitive and the re- {(Continued on Fourth Page)

=




