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THE HOUSE

Foolish Attack on
Rapid Transit |
Franchise. |

INTERVIEW WITH
MR. BALLENTYNE!
He Shows Thatuamway States-

men Don’t Know What They
Are Talking About.

(5 G, Ballentyne, superintendent of
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the Rapld Transit Company, was in-
terviewed last night about the attack

in the Leglalature on the frahchise of
his road.

“In regard to the charges made hy
certain members  of the Leglislature,"
sild he, "it is very evident that they
are mot so much in opposition to the
itapid Transit Company ns they are in-
clined, if possible, to influence the Leg-
Islature in favor of the Tramways Com-
pany.

“To any observiint person the object
In view I8 wvery clear indeed. This Is
not a matter which concerns the Leg-
islature, as that body has absolutely
nothing to do with the method of con-
structlon adopted by the Rapid Transit
Company, such responsibility resting
entirely with the Superintendent of
Public Works.

“As to volding, or causing a forfeit-
ure of our franchise by legislative ac-
tion, this ls the wveriest bosh, and I8
quite In keeplng with many ‘other ef-
forte made during the present session.
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“The franchise of the Rapid Transit
Company s i vested Interest and con-
stitutes a contract hetween the Gove
ernment nnd the company, which the
Legislature hns no more right to vios
late than It would have to viclate any
other contract,

"Ta make the matter plain to the
publie, T will outline the situation,
showing that our franchise does not,
as some legislator ignorantly stated, ex-
pire In July, and that we have not, by
any actlon, forfelted our righta or bro-
ken the eontrack

"The franchise of the Rapid Transit
Company wis approved on the Tth of
July, 1888, construction to hegin within
one year. Construction  actually did
hegin on July 6, 1898, We were requir-

sion, we were compelled In some plices
to excavate us deep as seven feet and
In others to fill In as high as flve feet,
and owing to these requirements It was
a physleal Impos«ibliity to constructl the
road on Liltha street without accupy-

Ing more than one block at a time, as |
It |8 Impossble now for the Depnrt- |

ment of Publie Works to bring the
street surface to the grade given us by
the commlisslon  without occupying
more than one block at a time.
“While there was considerable Inter-
ruption in trafMc durlng the construe-
tion of our tracks, it mus' not be for-
gotten that this was not se much due to

any neglect on our part to keep the |

street open as it was due to the unfav-

4 under the franchise to have ten orable condition of the weather during

miles  constructed and in operation
within twn yvears from the date of com-
mencement, and ten miles additional
conatructed and In operation by July
61993, at which time any streets speci-
fied In the franchlse and not then occu-
pled, arr to he forfeited by us, but
there will be no forfelture previous to
the fth day of July, 1503,

“The franchlee renuired that we
whould depneft a bond with the Buperin-
tendent of Publlc Works In the sum of
135,000, whirh mav be forfelted In case
the ten miles shnll not have been com-
pleted by July 6 1901, but should we
be prevented from completing  elther

that construction, ar It ralned almost
dally from the time of beginning until
we had gotten as for up asm Kuakini
street. In fact, at times the wea'her
wns so bad that construction had to be
abandoned entirely,

"Ag to Hotel streat, the cause of the
Interruption of traffic there s not so
much on acenurt of our construction
as it Is the narrowness of the street,
which renders It Impossible for us to
use the street while the exeavation is
belng made and at the same time keep
It open for trafMe: as all surplus earth
Is being removed as rapldly as pnasibhle
to remove It, nnd a= the ties and ralls

the first ten miles or the second ten are being lald and the necessary bal-

mller by reason of injunctions, or sults,
ar other causes within  the control of
the Government, the time during which
we are delaved i our eonstruction by
wurh eanse ar causes, ghall not operate

lasting and macadamizing belng done
with nll possible dispateh, the publle
will not he deprived of the use of the

gtrest, or such portlon of it ns we are |
working upon, longer than 18 absnlute-

nenines us, 1y neceasary,

“Tt wil' he remembersd that in Sep-
tember, 1990 4 proclamation was pub-
Hahed by the President aof the United
Btates, Invalidntine all land sales made
by the Government and all franchises
prant#d hy the Government between
the date of the slening of the foint res-
olution annexing  the Islands, on  the
Tth day of July, 1884 and the date of
the anproval of our franchise by  the
Pregident of the Republic  of Hawail,
and the dAnte of the tranefer of the pov-
erelenty of the Tslnnds, the 12th day of
Anpunt, 1858

“This procelamation was based upon
an opinlon of the Attorney General of
the United Btates, and while It did not
Invalidate our franchise 4t east a eloud
upon it, which made it inoperative un-
til approved by the Presldent of the
United Btntes, on the 25th dav af June,
1900, under authority eranted by the
Organie Act, wherein all the Iand sales
and franchlses granted between those
dntes were conflrmed. subject to the
upproval of the President,

"The effect of the nroclamathon was
thnt we were deprived of the advan-
tagen of our franchisge from Beptemher
1SAB, to June, 19, wn perlod of nine
monthse, Auring which nine monthe the
tirme Hmit of two yearse from the date
' eommencement of construction will
ot onernte aeninst us A0 that the
tHme for the completion and the opern-
on of the Nrst téen miles will ba ex-
tunded from July of the present vear to
April, 1802

"Fven had we not been deprived of
the use of our franohise during the Jrat
iod of nine monthe, thers would he no
forfelture until July of 1808

‘In regnrd 1o the construction of our
irisclk on Liha streel, It must not bhe
fargotten that before we hagin oons |
druntion on any streel, wa muwt umllvl
tor and ohtaln the estnhilished grade on
weh strset il In construction we must |
anform to the grade glven us by the

rade pommintloners. Owing to  the

Yury retendive changes in the grade ot
this strect made by 1he grade sommis

“"We can aquite appreciate  that the
publle, not helng very fumiliar with the
clags of eonstruotion, may belleve that
there fs more of the street kont un-
npened than I8 necessary, it nn inves.
tiention will shaw any rensonabis and
observant porason that this s not ga
and thay we are doing the best we ean
to accommodate the traMe and to ecar-
ry on the work at the same time

“For the genera!l Informatlon of the
public, T glve an putline af the proced-
ure of track construction.

“"Firat comes the excavation tn the
reauigite depth, and where theres i5 nn
change of ade, to nineteen inchoes
upnn the bottom of which excavation
rock ballast |8 placed and rolled by the
steam roller to the depth of 8ix Inches:
upon this s placed the tles, slx inches
In depth, and upon the top of these
nenin the raila, seven inches In depth,
The tlem are then tamped with samall
atone and brought to a perfectly oven
surfnce and the ralls lined up, Then
batween the ties and up to the top of
the rail, broken stone s again placed
In, thoroughly well tumped, and surfacs
e with smaller stone: as soon ps the
excovators finlsh work In one block,
the trench iy tikken  porsesslon of by
the teack-lavers, and the excavators
move on to the next blook, followed by
the track-lnyers as poon as they have
completed thelr work

“In Lthis method of procedure, while
It In true that mors than one block s
under process of construction at the
wame time, 1t I8 to the Interest of the
public that his should be done, as the
work In completed much more rapidly
than It would be If It were eonfined to
one block only, and corseauently the
people are not wo long deprived of the
use aof the sipest

“From thia explanation 1 hope the
publle will understund 1that  we e
frying 0 neoommodute 1t ne mueh an
we can, and that we have tconsldersd
the question carefully and have sildonted
the method that will least  Incanyes
nience the people, In our Judgment.'
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DR. WOOD, IN AN OPEN LETTER,
CALLS DR. ALVAREZ TO TIME

'AIVarez Says There Was No Bubonic Plague in Hawaii
Last Year and is Asked Some Very

Pertinent Questions.

'DR."L. F. ALVARELZ having issued a signed statement that the epidemic of 1900 was not bubonici
plague, Dr. C. B, Wood, President of the Board of Health durin
the following open letter:

Fopscemed to have some aoubt, wud ts pngue,
you i reply stated thary vou had 1 nane

April | o8 thut which was causing the donthe it

lon Is of any weight upon this particu- | Docpuse of bis temeity e thi
lar subject—I have taken the Hberty o
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amination, and that one on the 28in of ents which regiive corvecting, ang 1
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Board of Health
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AMALGAMATION OF
STEAM LAUNDRIES

New Concern Buys out Old
One and Will Remove
lee Pleasd,

The Honolule  Steam Laundry in s
thing of (he past. 1t has been absorbed
by the more recent Honojulu Banitary
i:-‘-u-urn Laundry  and the deal will be
leonsummuaoted wt 2:30 o'clock tomorrow
Iu.fl--rnuun. The Bunltary Laundry com
jaany his purghased the goodwill, plant
|u=u;un« find gencril paraphernalia of
Itln- old company and there will be but

oneg company In Honolulu,
I. I, Burne, one of the stockholders
of the Sanitary Laundry stated yester

_I’, Plﬁgl-le time!. resr‘nnds in1d:l)‘ that absorbition hoad been on the

tapis for sometime and only in the last
duy or two had the companies veached
lan agreement, The plant of the old
cumpiny will e removed from Twilel
wnd erected on the premises  of  the
Sanltary compiny on South strest be
low the Honolulu Stock Yards
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'COAST SHIPPERS
.MUST HEED LAW

‘('mnmmmm!r of Agriculture
May Destroy all Blight-
Covered Produets,

P Cummn it f Aprioulture Wiray
Taylor suys thar the purple blight whick
| lin e o orunges of recent lm
|;.|n:.'|-. from Callfornia I w serion
menlice to the country and  thist Ehiv
MOOT T feh feuie de egdod off the b
| ENF
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hipgswad bere By one of the leading Brmis
of Han Franclsco to 4 tirm of while met
chant in thin Clyy I'be latter sold
them o w Chinem Profussor Koebisle
beard of the purple blight and  afltor
warching in every store In town found
thres Hgs whors the orangos—onvels
werry for sl he hlieht wiis very muah
widence
Thu Commismoner  states  thiat  tue
Griangos wWor hipped to Honaolul b
sise the'y could pot be offered for sale
Han Franclsce under the lww provall
ng {hers Orunges to be offered for unle
in Ban Franvisco must  be cloan uwnd

inly much 10 the contrary. The

W Knowr the technioal termn
1wy or  pur Y nenle

\ rditg 1o the law, the Commissior

hiam the right to destroy anything of
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‘ ng Whiah there han been con

jderral speculntion of lnte, resulting

| London cablegram, Ia roported

safely arcived at Helstol, her desting
theit

I') hilogrnin anpeuncing hey arcty

il proves the theory of her Taceme

arterers, Halfour, Guthrie & Ua, to

'nave been gorrect, They helleyved that
Tihe W anderer, wfler belng spoken in
wide of MU, Ann's Head, had again beon

¥OPY | nlown out (e sen. Bhe arvived at Aris

tod tn safety Heturday, Musch W




