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Kunooking the Bupervisors,

The Fight Against Billboard Atrocities,

Nature Collecting Hor Price.

A recemt fire weare in an enstern thénter, bogun from the explosion of n
filnl e in the sited in n soore of lives trampled out benenth
the beels of n frenxiced mob flghting for egress from the theater, und in the
serious or Jes senoos injury of more than a hondred, principally women and
children. Aftor the firemen ond the police hud sent the dend bodies to the
worgue and the Injured to the lospitals or to thelr homes, an exnmioation of
the place waw made, resnlting in the discovery that some of the doors libeled
UExit,"" ax required by law, coild not be openedl

The Bystander s frequently visited the varfous Homolulu pieture shows
with a view to moting fire conditious, Of course, the Honoluln fire chief has
gone over Lhese buildings and so has the eity bullding inspestor, but there
slways appoared to me to be the papeibility of the fire cliief’s original orders
baving been disragarded or neglected nnd the plans of the eity boilding in-
spector being alfered to wnit econveniences. The Bijou theater, wherd the
mnjority of Honololans go thess days, seems to be n perfectly safe structure
in nll vespeets. It §4 fircproof, it Is open all nlong one side, the operator's
box in fur awny from the mnin exits nod the nisles are fairly roomy. Regard.
ing the other places, with the exception of the Iittle used Park theater, 1 had
my doubts. The Purk in quite safe.

The thanter 1 mokt fear, vext, thint is, vf those nuder baole managemery, is
the Savoy. That place in funuel shaped,
pf the funnel, while the operator’s box is where
five feot to get ont. Across this neck is fixed n gas-pipe railing, bringing down
the exit space near the film room t0 less than four feel. On top of this, L
notieed that the seats wers not fastened to anything, the floor; in fuet, being
of oirth. TIn n panic these seats would be seattered nt onee nnd the nisles
would be elogged.

Last night T visited the show bouses with the specific parpose of reporting
on conditions.

1 found that Houoluly Ix just ns ripé for o thenter horvor ne possible. Tn
practieally every theater exeept the Bijm und the Japanese Asabi Thester,
the red ‘*Exit'! lights intended to show where a quick getaway eould be fvund,
shone lyingly over locked or burred doors. In some instances the keys to their
doors were not gvon in tho theater. ITn omé thester the maving pieture aperatur
violated evory rule for safety. The ((lm war exposed, the door of the operating
room was open for the spark from any cigarette. Criminnl earlessness was
exhibited on every hand.

The Asahi Theater was the safest, T found, although even here thero is
room for all the trampling on women and ehildren pecessary to eroate n hozror.
One exit, noar the main exit, led into a blind square with a fifteen-foot loeked
gnte shutting von in from the strect. The exit at the bnok of the ball was
closed by ehicken sereenm, which could not be seen by an exeited person until
he or sho had run into it nod been thrown buack for the next one to trample ou.
There were several other available exits, lowever, two in the busement and
ono leading from the rear of the stuge. The only exit from the gallery in this
hall is o narrow one, with n right-angle tarn ut the bottom, a benutiful place
for n evowd to pile op in,

The Chincse theater on Anla strect is fairly safe, fifty thnes more 50 than
it wns a fow months agv, when it was an idenl firotrap, Now there are wide
doors opening ontwards, while the gallery stairs are so arvanged that a erowd
coming down would not jam with the crowd leaving the mnin hall

The Chinese theater on Hotel street, which last night held nearly n thon-
sand mon, womoen and ehildven, hos only vne small exit in the wholo boilding.
This is only to be resched from. the mnin hall after two turns, while it is
xo arranged that the gallery stairs—erookod nnd flimsy—opons in sueh a way

that those eoming down would meet face-toface those rushing to get vut of
the narrow single doorway.
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with the main exit in the very nock
poople have to pass within

The vrientals may be excused, to n certnin degroe,

To say that the mavagements of Lthese places are
would be putting it mildly.

In the Empire there nre two dovrs leading to Bethel street, pneh marked
with n red light as ** Exits.**
an evidence to the patrons that should there be uny pauie ways were provided
for a quick eut to sufety. I tried ench door. Ench was Ineked.
bhead usher abont it. “*Wae don't often use those doors,’” he snid, **Well, gup-
posing you had to vse them in o hurry? Whers's the key 1" I asked. *4Oh, 1
don't know. 1 think that perbaps Mr. Congdon has them,'' he said. And
My Congdon was not even in the theater!

I went into the Bavoy, packed to the doors, with the nisles filled with
people standing up, 1 wormed my way to thy big exit on the Ewa side of the
Lall, Ovwer it ghope the " Exit'" sign required by lasw,
¢ big iron bnsp fasiening it,
The combined efforts of a dozen mon,
not have budged that door.
snd 1 tried that.
thut the pudiock wns not snapped shut.

stepped out to & drop of six feet!
uging that way to safoety!

The worst eonditions were found in the Independent theater on Hatel

street, There are three emergeney exits on the Waikiki side of thin theater

Last night every one uf them wus locked tight, although eseh bravely earried
These doors, if they had been open, lead into u narrow
Jane, without lights, The film box in this thester iy in the middle of the main
entrunce, leaving one side for entrunee and the other for exit, each passage-

the red ** Exit'' sign.

way being sbout four feet wide. As I watohed thoe operator through the open
door of his box, he unwound one used film and the highly inflammablo sinfl
wis trailed all over the floor, nnd this at & time when the machine was turned
ou, Imaging what would happen in that parrow entrance, divided by this box,
should that film ever take firel The only egress would be pust the very fire
Heolf. In this place, too, the chuir were all loose, ready to be kicked over
in a panie.
Honoluly has nol had a fire horror, with the vietims plled ten desp sround
locked doors bearing the mocking ** Exit'’ wign, Other pluces bave bad them.
There in mo reason to suppose Hosoluly will not, unless our authorities vigor:
ously enforee the law and make examples of the first triflers with the hves
of those who patronize them,
Last might, hfter 1 bad found what was what ut the Sevoy, 1 went to
Captain Eabansumky, of the Houolulu police foree, who was in the hall, 1
told him what the condition of the exit doors waw
rhat's not my pllikis,'" be seid, when 1 wrged him to do something,
“That's the business of the ushers!’’
A SN
Abopt & year mgo, whon Docétor Humus remorked before the loes]! medicsl
smoelation that *Those most interested should not forget that Noture will
exnet later & bigh price for this chesp PFilipine labor,’' he bud in his mind
Juet sueh an flewm s appesred in the papers yesturdiy afterncon, that; ‘A

dosth from amotble dysontory, followed by the dlscovery of two other eases
of the diseses, s the somewhal disguioting sltustion which the board of bealth
Sods Vaelf salled wpon to bandle st the present time '’
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[lnllh of the enmmunity dave gt upon oppovite dides af this Plliptso binmi-

This place is in n horribly dungerous condition,
eupecially in view of the excitable nature of the orditary Chinsse audionce.
betuuse they are not
supposed to know what to do, but there is absolutely no exeuse to be mnde
for what 1 found Inst night at the Savoy, Empire and the Independent theater,
guilty of eriminal negligence

The signs shone thronghout the performances ns

I nsked the

The door was logked,
with a brass pedloek snnpped throngh the stiplo.
with all the time they required, could
There was another exit marked by a red light
It too was fastened with n hasp and padloek, but 1 noticed
I was told later in the evening that
one of the employes of the Star hnd ‘'exited’’ through this door recently and
Imagine what would bappon to n erowd
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Pailed water & tish \ew gresh 16 fus by
1 ek thie b6 & very proped psemsiin, foo, &
fuet that the Pilipfine objeet o tha microssople iovte
the test to detarmine whether the smigrant for ﬂlnli lll oF bk wod amoshie
dysentery, nnd that (o oblige owr it brown brothent wur suihorithes hn
airond b, forge tha tast thers and wake (8 hete, |

It Is wn unfortanste Phing that the interssts of the plantailons and ihe
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gration gquestion, Lot they have
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The Honolula suparvisors who belleved themselves peeurs from popninr dls
approeal seme time dgod when severk] newspapers “enmn down va them '’ for
their varfous slay and whe sald ab that time that this was the weun) * knvok-
Ing"' to he expocied from thone **shedts,”’ must have hoan astonlshed duting
the woek to flod thomselves so mmotliered in popular disnpproval that mot a
single friend wan in sipht,
First wildly stampeded by the resldents vf Nuonnn Inte providing, in -ome
mauner, money for the Nuuany avenne thet they declared dould not bo peouted,
they again attempted to reseat themselves in thoir ehairs and bluvh with eon-
pelons pride.
The haste with whieh they agaie srose, however, Indieated (hat fhey had
forgotten to remove the tuok plaesd on the ity throne by the residents of
Kaimuki who uriginnted the des thut oil the present supervisors whould resign
and who nre now preparing n eampalgn slognn to the effest that the next eity
government muyt be drawn from the Hed Hill district.
Manos Valley had nlresdy deliversd seversl very telling Broadsides which
Injured sipervisorinl Teelings very muech and the eity dads were about satiufed
thnt they wers ermclly misunderstood in thuse distriets, looking with losing
pride on that Paradise of Politiciany where Charley Clark is Bt. Petor, Kalibi,
Alas, during the week Kalilii roro up in wildl wmth and has appointed
committecs to mest the territorial government to devise nieans to COMPEL
the stipervisors to do some very necessary afd dnexpensive work to the sehool
buildings. Mind you, they did pot even honor the supervisorn with their direct
attention. And that while they were still in the Watertown mess! It now
socms thut the supervisors are understood only in Kakanko and there is no
telling what will happen there in the next few weeks
Thit is the actual state of affairs at the present time. Roughly speaking,
this is the cause: Sinee county government went into being in a new inenrna-
tlon, the sole tenet vf government has been fo maintain the almighty party in
power and to commence on the first duy after elestion to smooth the way for
sliding the pnarty back ngain into power at the next election.
Why this shonld be done is something absvintely nnknown, Thero has
been a gratifying abeenee of any signs of graft in regard to the supervisora
en ihat the *‘party’’ ean atand for no interests that make money out of it,

Jaek Avkivsen, terrilarial secretary, made sime bonrd of
that the povple of Kakanke should have u plaggrmod, B purL whiere
drea wnd their inthers esulil seehpt Framh Ihe tenbmants sod shackn of that
quarter and bresihe (n bealth.
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Thes weenrdiogly dedlented nn ontisé blogk
e plantedl the tim with yvung pine tress. They nles ]nlpnd wator all around
the plice so that the young treen and the gram sonld Le waleied withoal causs
Ing any wember of the rond or park depariment to continet hourt dinense from
oxerilon

Yestorday | started out to find Atkimeon Park. 1 had heard that It wis
peur fhe sei with the fasking brealirs of the reef on one «ife snd & mugsif
eett view Ll the muantalns on the othier, When 1 finally stumbled upon what
eveninally torned out to be a purk I Toupdl LAt the ofean and the mountalns
wore doing thelr part to make the plaes m besuty spot, but ev idently wothing
else. hnd been done to miske the gronnds sttenetive, One it kansks girl
and two phppy dogs wers the sole beusficinrion of the purk reuterday niter
nmn. They wers plaving under un algarobn tres, which it was evident the
eity hafl not pluuted.  As for the troes whioh that old bonrd of supervisors
had sot out, T eonnted thirtyseven deml ones or places whers they had unte
stood, ot anly thelr grave tuoinds o bivkes wooden wopports remaiued.

Ou the Waikiki side of the porke only about Wnlf n doren ot of thirty
frees remained, va the wmanka aide there waos only one.  Along the Fwa aide
of the pari they hud better luek, being shadéll by & number of algarabp trees,
and on the makad side there were o number. but all of them nre stunted and
will goon dis if not cared for. Out in the Beld Hself there were patohes of
dond or withered grass, due to el of water, yot there wore fine groen spots
nll ‘about the fisld, where the leaking wAtey pipes had sutnrated the gronnd,
leaving pools in some places where the myunh birds and sparrows disported
thempelves by eores, Yel authorities talk of economy in the water supply! I
was told that n man wos supposed to look after this park. Maybe Lis name
enn he Found on the payroll, but evidence of Wis earning any pay is woefully
Inekiog

With u titrle tronble nnd small vatley this copld be made a most attrae-
tive park playground,
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PARE PROBLEMS,

And while Tt on the subject of parks I ean not resist the temptation
to make o fow remurks regnrding Makiki and other city parke, This should
bo a city of benutiful parks. Other cities, which Have not the ndvantages in

au is the enso on the Coist, barcing thut same old *“vellow dog soterie’’ which
gets puid nt the rate of $150 per month per veit, to **kKeep the party together.”’
It menng nothing to anyone (unless ngain it is that little mensly erowd
of ponmut grafters) and yet the snme thing is done year after yenr with a
loyalty 1o **party'” that' wonld be must commendable if tranaferred,

thiy respect whieh Honolidu hns, are honding thomselves to seenre land for
puarks and some of them have actually spent millions of dollars to secure apuco
for then. Bt here, nlmost o the ecenter of the city sueh spots are allowed
to go th waste and become evesores, or to net Az centers for unsightly shacks
and biltheards  With the growihl of Honoltlu as oo grest eity, the capital,

But, although it sounds strange in this place, the members of the four im-
provement elubs montioned—may their yvears never grow ldss—are ns rosponsi-
ble ss the mupervisors for they have tolerated thnt definition of governnmnt|
instend vf whaeking it nt the start. Now that we “‘knockers’’ are ¢ll in line
together, the ebuuces nre that after next yeur we will not only have honest |

but wise ones, and will have ineuleated a brand of loyalty to n
1 ]

snpervisnts,
few more citizpns than those who are ot present ““holling the party together.'
(LR N N

President Taft hemnds the fight on the muinland against the billbonrds nnd
in {he srmy of those who wonld preserve the eonntry against more of fhe
geanio bloteliss and eliminate the mujority of those now up are to be found the !
lenders in higher thought in every State. Of course, the gross materialist sneers
at thoss who would preserve the motural scenery, just ns he snears at those
who would purify polities, end the white slave traffle, improve the child Inbor
Inws or necomplish anything in the leust altruistic. The man who is after the
dollar and doesn’t care a cuss who is hurt by his getting it, naturally fights
for bis right to display his billboards where he plenses, Lielioves that the end
justifies the menns in votegetting, heligves that young men must sow their
wild onts even on the graves of other men's daughters and refors to the chil-
dren of the poor us “‘spawn. Whonetver anyone would do anything for the
general good of o community he rises with a speer and asks: “What's the
job®'* or puts n fat paunch and denies that there can be dnything higher than
the satisfaction of an appetite.

Fortunately the peopls asre awakening to many existing evils that were
once tnken for granted apd are commencing to question the right of *‘Busi-
ness’’ to predominnte in nll thinge. Americans are learning. They uppriciate
the fuct that one of the reasons Amerionn dollars flow Europewnrd is the fact
that because the people of Franes, Germany, 1taly and Switzerlnnd know enough
to sell their seonery and vot spoil it, Besuty is a commercinl asset, valuea at

billbourd ntroeities are uot only tolersted but defended. In Honololo, for in-
stanes; one newspaper rofers Lo the Lbillbodrd us **The poor man’s art gallesy,"
lending additionn] sigeificance to the old saying, **Ain't it bell to be poor?’

This asvtibillboard agitation, 1 wn glad to note, has extended into the far
East. In the old Bpanish eity of Manila, after the American
oeeupation, the billhoarders got busy snd soon the town was plestered with
big beer signi. The aulhorities Wdmired Yankeo enterprise ootil the tourists
began to drow attenfion to the fact fhat the looks of Olf Manila wore baing
spoiled.  Then, down came the most objectisnable of the bourds,
Now the fight bns extended to Japan,  Yesterday, in the Japan Adverziser
whieh the Siberin bropght, I notice thig good example from Kounguwa-ken:

The Governor of Kanagnwn -ken today 'ssued a prefocturl notifion-
tion prohibiting the display of sdvertisement bonrds st prominent places
in this prefecture, Glaring pietorinl advertisements of medicine, Hguor,
ate., bave of late been inereaxing in numbars at virions hotsprings and
seuside resorts throughout the country. These tend to detract from
the scenic bennty, and wre distasteful, giving a very bad impression to
tourists, Tho districts whore theidisplay of snoh advertisements ig pro-
hibited by today's notification molude the publie gardens and the pre-
oinets of Sbhinto and Buddhist temples; as well as the districts of Eno-
shimn, Katnse, Kushigove, Kamakur, and HaXone, Doshimora and
geighbiorboud,  The anthorities, however, grant from two fo twelve
monthy' grace to enable advertisers to remove their signboarda,

Governor Bufu is to be wormly congratulated oo fhe steps taken
in ordering the removal of these wngainly signboxrds,
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Small Talks

JIM QUINN.—It tukes more thao u dedicntion to make a aity park.
R, W, BRECEONB.—Instesd of conferring on the eorner hire n hall,

immedintely

~

.

wailun sugar.
in paying tribute to s stemmer trust,
pext year there may be races at Pearl Harbor,

difficult to get n earponter to do wurk in a store.
when it #aid that the Healunis '‘lscked ginger.'’
rulos of the road sre so much disregarded as in Honalulu.

Outrigger Club snd atiend the surf sessions quite regularly,

ma Friday wight.

will be & gren! feature.

dalivered aheaper; thet s all,

1 believe that Lhe board of heslih should st ones lssue & warsing 1o the

FPHOTOURAPHER WARREN, This sew wethod of systematlsiag Lok

its worth in Europe nnd thrown like pearls before swine in' other plices wherd

JOHN WATERHOUBE.—I expect next season to be a grnt year for Ha-

JOHN SMITH.—1t secms to me that patriotlam dues not entirely consist
RAY RIETOW.—Rowing is booming better thom ever in Honolulu, snd

E. BERNDT.—There is so much prosperity in Honolulu just now that it is
GINGER MAYNE.—Of cuurse, the 8tar did nol mean thut 1 was lncking
FRED L. WALDRON.—There in mo place I have ever visited whore the
DE. VIOTOR 8. CLARK. —Am | in the swim! Well, I’'m & member of the
RB. B, BOND,—Anybody would think the bottom bad dropped oul of the
sugar maurket {f it wasn’t for the extrs dividends coming along so regularly,
FRED WEED.—Those poople ut Furt Rogor eertainly o nol know mueh
sbout handling searchlights when they eouldn’t piek up the Navajo st sea

A. Q. MABOALLINO.—Thy visit of the Olymple Club to Henelulu should
Zive baseball and sthleties, gonerslly, 8 boost. The presense of Bulph Hose

CHIEF ENGINEER TUO NAVAJO.—The United States hns plenty of
oollieys fur the navy, The fureign vessels are taken bepnuse the eoal sun be

nractiontly, of the entire Paeifie, it is time that a foundntion for future parks
shotld be lnld, or when it really becomes Luilt dp it will face the experience
of other cities and regret the time it eould have bad the ground for these
beanty spots #t o tenth of the price which will tlu-n be necossary fo pay for
| e

Up in
wis replon

Mualkiki park steps were onee taken to m:nl'o it attractive, the ground
wil nod replanted. trees were planged and walls laid ont. It was
mide o porll with great possibilities, But what has heen done to it or for it
lately® S0 forons T eould find out yesterdny, not n thing. Many of the trees
nre dying, while the entire place hus n surt of neglected and ﬂeaertml Took.
| It pepme o wasted opportunity and the money spent for improvements almost
ns good as thrown nway,

Then, there is the old Nuomnnuo park, ot the end of the Nuoanno ear line,
oppukite the Mub., "The Spender botwe gtill sthnds thero, bot so far
ag any porl attrnetions are concerned it might just as well bs deeded over
to the pro who live there, so far as any henefits to the oity arve concerned.
The former hoaed of supervisors did some work there with the prizoners, but
[ wow the guave bysties have n mortgage on a part, and pove than half the
(people who puss that way do not even know it is eity property.

1 Lpliewe it would be n good thing for the eitizens of Honolulu to get
interesti«d in the park problem.
e o ° 0o @
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SO0FT HEADED LAW.

Of course 1 apprecinte the fact that different prosecuting attorneys Lave
different methods of seeuring Justice on behall of the People ngainst law
brenloe although the method  generally followed is to follow the lnw as it
directs,  Naturally, in determining just whint sball be done in corthin coses
must feft to the prseontor, and as a rule the prossentors see that the
In spverdl bag eities T hnve notiesd that oceasion-
ally potitieal influence will sometimes softon or abate o praseention, but spldom
I Awerien suel eontisued phrtinlity toward the
eriminnl #s 1 hwve here in Honolulu, Tno most csses it is in petty erimes that
Wis Been mide i the most open manner, Gamblers nro the Tavor:

™,

| ponisdiont fits the erime,

have

noticed duywiherd in

this ddisplay

|ites. o mony eoses the charges agninst them have been wol-prossed when
I:Iu- polipe Wpd more than the usunl evidence (o conviet, bnt were not allowed
to presont it by the prosecntor. But what has scorntunted this *“lenieney’*
i Lthe Toogood ecase. Here n gt of unsavory chnrieter murders hie wife in

the most brotel manner, steals o bhaok and tries to cirry off the body. 1 saw
the body io 'the hack, followed np the clews and know that the evidence agningt
Toagood would hove hanged the man in most oy Stute in the Union, even with-
oul or ut the least resalted in u life deatence. Yet what is
done to him here?! He is permitted—was it as a favort—to plead guilty to
Think of it, munglaughter! Yeb people wonder why lynching
partios are organized, or that men seek private n-\ruge in fLe nnme of justioe.
2 & & & @

his confession,

mannlanghtar.

A MYSTICAL GAME. 3

F wish I copld throw a little sidelight on the stock market. T suppose
there sre others. But in this ense it is not for want of nerve tv**take n fiyer’’
in Hawniian stoeks, that T i luterested, for 1T believe the grent majority are
exeellont investments at thé prevailing prices. besides it takes oash more than
nerve Lo do this here, but simply beeause T am samewhat myetified regarding
the way the gume is pluyed. My observation is that at cortain times the
thermometer gots up and at other times it goes down, but the dividends come
right slong just the same. Nuturnlly, reported conditions ns to the sugar crops
and the prices for raws is a copsiderible influence. Rut is fhis all? Of course,
iv the open market n broker will buy for his client s cheénply as he can; nlso
I understund that a broker will hold out in behalf of n client to got the beat
prics pussible for the man or woman who entrusts his or her financinl interests
to his keeping, This is generally conceded. Besido, when all the brokers are
anxiows to bue u certaln stock for clients becnuse of some peculiar conditions
which prevail this stvek is bonnd to go up. But does it always do so in Hono-
lulu? Conditions this year are undonbtedly more fuvorable for higher prices
in eortaln sugnr stocks thun last yenr, vet these same stocks are mueh lower in
the open marlet than formerly. I sure wish that T knew, at least, to be honest,
I wish T kuew more than I think T do, :

ness down to the smallest detuils, where overy second of time is figored in cost
and nroduction, is well worth earrying intv even the smullest kinds of busiess.

SHIPPING MANAGER DREW.—Talk ahout a busy week In pshipping.
1' glad the seawon s lightening up a little so we can gel a bresthing spell.
‘.I'll:kwuhelm!ul olenned np the last of the 1011 spgar for the Matsen line feom
ke

CONGRESSMAN EAHN.—The people of Hovoluly should bave a little
patience and not expect too moch at ence. If they will be patriotic and not
usk to travel on foreign ahips, in u short time there will be more American
ships plying between Heonohilu and Ban Fraveisco. Be patrotic and patient.

M, PHILIIPS.—That row of poinciata trees which were planied in Bichop
Park ouder the direetion of Jaek Atkinson, when Acting-Gaovernor, is one of
the fluost sights in downtown Homululu. There is to shudier walk in Honolnlu
and when the troes are in bloom there is mothing wore beautifal, Hm’l to
more such shadod walks.

EDITOR AFFONBO.—Cupt. A. Pinto Hawtv, of the Portuguese aru!w Han
Gabirie), whick vieited Honolily lust veur on its trip nronnd the werld, is doing
sone good promotion werk for Hawall in Portugal. The Occidente, an illus-
tratod jourunl uf Lisboun, is pristing the capiain’s stery of the trip and Hopo-
Inla, and the whole Territory, come In for & gesstous propartion of the good
thimgs said, The lust suwber of this journal st bavd containe pletures of the
Youoy Hviel and w street seene of Honolulu (Port sticet). The capials, in
ble narcative, says that Lis crulser wud her aficors afd wen wore nowhares
trestod us nlee snd well gs they wore lv Mawall, The fael remaing on the
sther hand, that Hawall never saw & nealer Hitle warahip nor & belter lot of
officers and weu than the Bau Gubirlel and ber erew,




