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PALMYR TITLE
MAY NOW BE
TESTED

Sale of Fanning Brinas the Little
Hawailan-Owned Group
Into Prominenoe.

HISTORY HAS BEEN SEARCHED

American Title Clear—Flag of
Kamehameha Raised a Hall
Century Ago.

Perhaps not one person in a thou-
pand in the Territory of Haowali knows
that if one were to go A thousand miles
almoet due south thore would be found
a boautiful Ixland upon which the royal
flag of Hawali wau hoisted in soversign-
‘ty just half a contury ago.

And not one pemon in ten thousand
knows, until The Advertiser tella them

this morning, that Palmyra Island, the ||

politieal property of the United States
and the private domnin of one of Ha-
wail's forempst citizens, Judge H. E.
Cooper, of the elreuit court, may be
a bone of contention between the gov-
ornments of Great Britain and the
United States,

From boing n mers apesk upoen the
eharts of navigators, “‘unhallowed, un-
honored and unsung,”” and far beyond
the kom of any schoolboy student of
geography, Palmyra Tsland suddenly
Yoomu up on the horizon of the Sonthern
Beas na n pomsession to be mequirel
and held in high valuation.

With the sale of Washington (or
New York) and Fanning Tslands to n
British syndieats, thin Hawalian islet
of the South Pacifie assumon a tramen-
dous importance; while with the open.
ing of the Panama Canal, now only a
matter of months, the strategic and
commercinl worth of Palmyra is en:
banoed an hundred fold; and greedy
oyes supported almost by greedier
hands are upon it.

““Thou shalt not covet’' haz 2o place
in books of the Rritish syndiente
which made the purchase of Fanning
Ialand from Father Raougier recently.
But it wishes to set up the claim, based
vpon the flimsiest of pretext, that
Judge Cooper's island is as a matter
of fact n possession of Great Britain,

This elaim has been made in private
and to the parties interested, but so
far as is known the English govern.
mont has not been asked to back the
¢laim nor to take up the matter with
the Washington suthorities. Neverthe-
loss the actions and threats of the own-
ers of Fanning and Washington islands
gives ground for the belief in certain

. quartors that Palmyra Island may be
made the subjeet of earnest correspond-
ence between the State Department
and Downing Street.

It &s peinted out, however, that the
claims of the Britishors'—if ‘‘claims’’
they really pretend to be—are of the
shallowest kind and, without attempt-

ing a pun, will in no way hold water. [hasid solly upwa the visit of n British
The Honolulu parties interestod long [warship in 1897—the year before Pal-
ago satisfied themselves that Palmyma imyra, along with all the other domain
was a8 truly American territory and jof the Hepublic of Hawnii beenme an
as truly protected by the Stam nud|
Stripee—with all whish that means— |

us the ialand of Oabn, or of Manhattan
for that matter.

Btill, with this sssarance, born of
eareful and econsvientions investigation,
and foeling thar there was not one
chapee in n thousand of being mis-
taken, vet Judge Covper and his frionds |

have more rocently gone over the cm-l

tire story of Palmyra Island snd proved
beyond the shadow of any doubt,
weanonnble or othorwise, that Great
Britain has about as much title to this
Bouth Pacific Jslet as Dr, Cook has to
the North Fole, Even less, indeod, for
Look “did’" elnim the northern end
of the enrth's axis o his own while
Gueat Britain ss 4 nation, until very

lately, nover said the Uniun Jock had |

% rvight to flout over the coconmat
groves of Palmyr. .

But the subjects of the British erown
have in years gone by and in divers
paris of the globe, mude clpims whiek
wore afterwards backed np by sloeps-
of-war and regiments of lancers; and
there is no man on earth who would
take oath that Hritanuia will not
sooner or later poke
presnti! Dusiness
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4. A, Wilkisers, came to Honolsln asd
petitioned 1he Hawnllan ‘mnnmuﬂ]
o extend Ita soversiguly over lhlr'
pruperty.

Pursmet (e this nq!umt n eabipet
meating wae at ones called, the matter I
gravely cons/dered, and the petition fin.
wlly granted, Thereupon n formal eam- |
wilenlon was axecuted In whieh Oaptaln |
Bent and Wilkinson were fully author- |
[#oil to take possession of thie island |
in the name of the Hawallan monsrahy,
The King, Kamehameha 1V,, wsigned!
this royn! commineion and sent the eap- |
taine haek to Palmyrs, accompaniod by
n number of other aitizens. Speeifie
instroctions e 1o what they should do
wete given them by Kaumehamehs and
hin ministern

Captain Beut, who was the leader
df the party; and presumably the pria-
eipnl owner of the island, landed there
agnin in the year 1862 and at once
raised a monstor flag pola within the
fine harbor, and from this was flung
to tho breeze the royal Hawaiian eolors;
while upon the pole waa affixed a pro-
elamation of Kamebhameha IV, declar-
ing that the inland had been taken pos.
sesaion of in the nnme of the Kingdom
of Hawaili and that thereafter it waa
to hs regarded oy a part of his domin-
ions,

This having been accomplished as or-
dered, Captain Bent returned to Hono-
luly, leaving a number of men behind
n possession.

Heo informed the King immedistely
upon his arrival here of his action, and
n proclamation wan issued giving notiee
to all thy world that Palmyra Island,
having boen formally snnexsed, wns
thereafter to bo regarded ss part and
parcel of Hawailan territory.

Agdin_ returning to the South Sens
Captaing Bent and Wilkinson sontinued
the improvemonts they had begun years
bofore. A fishing wtation of  eonsider-
nble protentions was erested, with eur-
ing bhouses and wharven. A kiln for the
proper drying and finishing of native
wonds wis also built, and in this Iat-
ter much lumber of n kind resombling
None of
these original boildings now remain,
but newer and better onea have taken
their places.

The little group, for, as bafore stated,
Palmyra is not a single island bat a
number of small islands forming an
plongated horseshos, in the esnter of
which is a splendid barbor with a hun-
fired foet of water, presented a beauti
ful might to the settlers, and it was
enrly decided that the native woods
prere of much value. Cocoanuts, pan-
‘danus and the tres resembling kon grew
pn profusion, and a more lovely nggre-
gotion of islets conld mearcely ba found
in any octan. While the exunet number
of islands in the group is mot known
here, ns the eharts vary somewhat, it
is believed there are thirty-four in the
group, 8till all charta and documents
appenr to refer to them as Palmyrn Isal-
and and Inter geographical maps give
the group the single namvy,

That the United States had ita eye
|upon the littlo wave-washed territory
ns far back as 1874 is known by the
fact that in that yéar, following order

commund of the Ameriean man-of war
Portamouth, visited the island and made
an extended survey with measnrements,
woundings, elevation und so forth, He
did not know, nor did hin governmoent
At that time known, that Palmyra was
Hawaiian territory; but, learning that
it was, the Ameriean authorities refus
ed to further molest or notice the place,
nod Hawmii's right to own and eontrol
it was not disputed. On the other hand,
i'l:hu action of the United Statea wus o
iplain confirmation of Hawaiium sover-
lolgnty,

It Grest Brilnin makes a pretenss of
any authority im the little gromp 1t i

imtegral part of the Ameriean Natron
—anid British vaval surveyors worked
some woeks upon the harbor and the
stiore lines, Hot the Tniom Jaek wna
never hoisted, nor did the sommander
of the erniser declare that lse was thewe
by authority.

As stated, Palmyra Botame an island
property of the United Htates in 1995,
und if John Bull his asy lvitle neconnt
to sottle regarding it he will have to
talk to Whashington and not Honelaln
—a fact that makea o differense ta
John,
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ONE OF ADMIRALS GOES TO
SOUTH AMERICA, IS REPORT

JANUARY 16 1912 « SEMIWaaniY,

WABHINOTON, January 10

te Guuyaguil.
A Ume,

Admirs]l Chanpeny Thomos wes en
contents,
go Trom the Paeitle Coast,

““1 read in the paper some day
wis, had beon orderad there, but

From & eamal sonvarsation M

and South Dakota, in sommand of

saking that oms divisiost of the Pacific Fleat, now st Honoluln, ba sent
The siher division is to remaln i Masalian wators for

—

Upon reesipt of this eabls by The Advertiser last wmight, Rear

He said that he had beord n rammr thal one vesssl might

fleot bove would go. I am glad to gel the nows s wo have heard noth:
ing from the mainland sinee the dolny order,’" ssid the commander,

to go from the fleet, It will mor Ykely be the seoond, the West Virginia

first division remning in Honolnly ponding settlement of affairs in China,

Ths slale departmont s considering

Hed up st the Mossza wnd 1ol ita

® ago that the Vieksborg, [ think it
1 have had no Intimation that the

appears that as but one <division ia

Rear-Admiral Southerland, while the

LEPRISY WORK

Removal of Experiments to Molo-
kai Awaits Dr, MeCoy's
Recommendations.

That the remoral of the fedoml
leproay cxperiment work from the Ka-
liki Beeriving Station to ths foderal
Molokai leprosarium depends upon the
recommendationn of Dy, Gserge W, Me.
Cay, whoe hna suecesded Doetor Currie
in the work, Is the status of the gov.
arnment ‘s » upon the pramotion of

Do¢tor Blue te the post of surgeon-
general of the sorvies,

This, It seemn was the understanding
when Doetor MaUsy enmo out. Wihether

MORE HONOLULU CHINESE
AT THE HELM OF NEW CHINA

Oahu College Graduate Is Now
Chief of the Canton
Public Works.

Hawalian-born Chinese are alrendy
niding Dr. S8un ¥Yat Sen, the first presi-
dent of the Republic of Ohinn, in stecr-
ing the new ship of stute, wnd It is
upderstood that Doctor Sun intends to
avail himself of the services of a large
number of the younger Chineso who
buve reseived their eduontions both in
the locul sehools und eolleges and on
the mainiand.

Ching Dow, born in Honoluly, and
ednented st Mills Imstitute snd Ounhu
Colloge, and niso a graduate of & main-
land ecollege, was appointed Decembor
f by the governor vf the Canton prov:
ince as director of the department of
publie works. Ho received his seal im:
mediately and issued a cireular mn-
nouncing his appointment. According
to the official letter of appointment Mr,
Dow's duties are to undertake the con-
struction and repair of the publie kigh-
ways, buildings, sewers and the like.

Uhing Yu, also & Honolulu Ohiness
young man, now holding offies in China,
in n Jetter to a loeal friend, says of
Mr, Dow nnd hin work: ‘‘For the
present all the funds nre needed to
maintain the soldiers, for the preserva-
tion of pence and order and to help the
campaign in the north, so that exeept
in the financinl and military depart:
ments, very little work in being under
taken,

“‘“The department of commerco and
industries bas for its head, Wong
Chang Yau, an American oducated stu-
dent in mining, and well kmown in
Honplulu, Reeently, we organized o
society for the promotion and develop
ment of real estate, whieh uses the de-
partment of commeree and indusiries as
its meoting plaee,

Chancs for Local Boys.

“If tho present governmest'is sble
to stupnd on its feot there is n good
chance for our foreign educated stu-
dents to be useful in helping on its
work of progress and enlightosment,
On aecount of lnek of funds tha sehools
have not yet besm opened. 1t v prob-
anhle that the scheels will bhs reoegan.
ized the firpt of the year 1912, and that
the bend of the department of e¢duon.
tion muy be Ching Wing Kwong, at
present the head of the depprtment of
Chinepe in the Caston Christinn Cal
luge.

“*Nobody here knows what will be
come of Cnnton in the future. The
different parties haxe appenred and
striven for power, and the trensury i
being emptied as fast as filled,

““The present statn of things cally’
far mwen of administrative ability to
steer the new ship of state. But pityl
Whore are they!

“Ching Dow {8 unalile to write por-
sonally just now, but asks me to send
his best wishes tv all his friends in
Honolulu,. I do not wender that ouar
Chionese abrowd are fremzied over the
successes of the revolutienists, for ev-
ery oune of them bhow = sharo in the
welfare of the nation. Bvery patriotie
Chivese ought to do his very best
either by met or wunl to bring ubout

As to the private title i line been in
Howadinn  eitizens and  oorperatiomss
since Kamehamehn IV. proclamed it a
1part of kis kingdom, half & centery age
The various deods and witls bhasdipg it
down or transferring it am a matter
jof record in thin city nnd there is ue
gainkayviag the ownership,

But the reecently set wp claims aof
Hritighers In of great juterest just al
thin time, sinew Fanning Bland s »
|station of the British cable aad when
the British admiralty is eonsidering
hllum for a gival coaliog station
{upon M.

the ultimate success of the rebellion.
Fighting for Free China.

‘*If Chinn is able to get rid of the
Manchu rulers, her prople, the Chinese,
will then be able to say that they are
u free people. When yom eomo down
to the root of the mstter, you will
notiee that the musses, or rather the
rebels, are fighting for s froe Chiou,,
without Manehu rule, wsil not for uny
purticulnr form of gewerument, That
question ultimately will solve itself,

“lauton turned rebel on the mine
teenth day of the olath moon witheat
bloodahed.  The goversor, Chong Min
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SORRON IN STORE
FOR VS MEN

Unigss Hizzoner Signs Appropria-
tion Bill Pay Day Will Be a
Long Way Off.

(Prom S[auturdav's Advertiver.)
Unless Maxor Fern takes his pen in
hund and dashes off his howvorable sig-
nature under the magie word '*Ap-
proved'’ on the appropristion bill some
time toduy, there will be weeping and
wailing and some impidental profanity
in and nround some of the elty depart-
mentn on Monday. Monday is ‘‘pay
day,”' but it will b Bluve Monday in-
stead for many ecity employea if His
Hopor wshows much more hesitaney
about the bill authorizing the eity audi-
tor to issue the vouehers.

“‘There may be no money disbursed
to county employes on January 16"’
says Auditor Bicknell, ''Among thoso
who will not receive any money on
Monday maybe the police and fire de-
partment men, elerks in the eity hall,
jonitors of scheels, Hawaiiam Band
members and many others ™"

“I have no suthority to pay out sal-
aries for this month as no appropriation
bill has been approyved by Mayor Fern,
and there is not another meeting of the
bourd of supervisors until Janusry 16
at weven-thirty ofelock. ‘*The tetal
amount of salaries due (0 be paid en
Monday .4 approximately $12,000,'*
added the county anditor,

Those whose pay will be held up um-
leas some guick netion is taken are
keoper and Iaborers in Kapiolani Park,
all park keepers, school janitors, offise
forcon of rond department, members of

of the Hawniinn Band, electric
light, police and fironlsrm  employes,
juilers and guards, city and eounty
physieinn and his omployes, sanitary in-
spectors, builling noad plumbing inspee-
tor and employes, and the ecity and
county engineer’s office foree and

era avo a good many men  whose
pay will bo nffected by the non-action
of Mryor Fern at this time, altlough
of conrse there is o chanee that he may
'sign the hill today. He eould mot be
ffoond Iast night and asked as to this.
| Bppervisor MeClellnn, in disenssin
the affnir lust night, anid that it looke
‘mw if there would he no pay day Mon-
iy, but the mayor might sign up to
day and prevent any such a ealamity
‘ms n skipped pay day.

“*As | understand it,"" sald the Dem-
ozmtie  swpervisor, ‘'Mayor Fern
tfinks the approprintion bill ealls for
£12,000 more money to be expended
tfran we are going to have on bhand, and
thore are two or throe {tems which he
believes onght to be ecut out, on that
agcount. I had a talk with bim this
merning and went over the whole bil,
and 1T thought that he wounld sign it
nmd bring it in to the meeting nt noon,
bt he did not.

““Tf he votoes the whole bill it will
be five dnys hefore we ean bring it up
and pawm over his veto, but if he only
wetoes two or throe items T helisve the
remuinder of the bill ean becoms law
and the men paild off on Monday.

by the mavor,

he hne done sa to us at the meetin
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Doctor Blue's personal knewledge of
the loprosy experimonts here will resalt
in u definite plan exelunive of those
redommendntions s, of ecourse, not
knvwn, but it is improbable, Utder
thése conditions the ehanses are in
favor of the wo'k remsining at the
Kalihi station whore Doctor MeCoy
und Moses T. Clegg are continwing the
work.

YLf it enn be gloavly shown Lhal the

work wil bo benufitad by being re-
moved to Moloksi,”' snid Doetor Me-
Coy lnst might, ‘I will huve mo hesi-
taney in recommoenling that enurse. At
present there ave no plans wharever to
do this.'’
Dostor AMeCoy axoressal himpalf sav.
eral weeks ago an believing that the
work eonld be performed equully well
at Kallhl, ulthough he then alsc made
the reservation :hat he would rceom-
mond ite ebange of it was shown that
it would be for the heat. One of the
reusons for the preference for the Ka-
liki wtation, where by law patients
must be kept six months before being
sent to Kalaupapa, is that the patients
bete ure in the emrlier stage of the
disense and if there is any chances of
curing it at all it would most likely be
at that period,

A point militating agniost the work
there iz a lagk of room, but it is be-
lieved and hoped that this objection
enn be materinlly lessencd. Doetor Me-
Coy hns prepared plans for a small
additivn to the guarters now eoccupied
at the station by the fedoral dootors
and the board of health will try and
erect it.  These quarters will contain
kennels, yards snd runways for animal
subjects, and store rooms for supplies.

e

MAJOR SMITH S
INABLE TO PAY

In an effort to get a reduetion of
the mlimony he has been paying to the
wife from whom he secured s divores
in July of 1910, Maj. Erneste V. Bmith,
U. 8. A, attached te the SBecond In-
famtry, snd due here today on the
Sheridan, appeared before Superior
Judge Van Nostrand at 8an Francisco
on Jaswary 8 and produced statements
showing him te be se budly embarrassed
financinlly that be is compelled to pay
nonrly twe-thirds of his salary each
month As interest and partial paymonts
on prominsery notes held by brother
lofficers and other persons in that city.
Mnjor Smith was gmnted n diverce
from Mrs. Corn Yonng 8mith on July
18, 1010, the deerea being given om tho
grovnd of desertion, M, Snedth was
in New York at the time, and d@id not
contest thy suit. She was represented
by esunsel, however, and wai allowed
$100 » month alimony,

This slimony Hhas beon regularly
paid by the Army officer, but several
weoks ago he perved notice thet ho
would move the eourt to reduce the
sum to $60 a menth. In support of
this motion, he uppeared with a state-
ment of his finnweial eondition. His
mlary is 933333 n month, but he has
promimsory mnotes ontatanding which
aggrognte 85014, Sgme of these are
held By brother offieers and bear but
nominnl intereit, while two mnotes;
amomting to $850, are held by ether
porsons, and draw interest at the rate
of two por vent, n month.

In an nfMdavit filed with the eourt
Mrs, Smith combnts her former hus.
band’s plea for » reduotion of the ali-
mony, Sho is stifl Heing in New York,
and declares aho cannot {at along on
lows than §100 a month, In wapport of
thin, ahe prescnts n physlcian’s eer-
tifleate that she i sufferieg from
eardine trouble and in need of medicnl
trentment, and nlso gives a dotalled
ntutement of her living expenditures.
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Opium Fines Aggregating $100,
000 Must Be Paid
Stratton,

—

CLEARANGES = ARE REFUSED
The Treasury Department Tired
of Delay and Action

15 Now On.

SAN FRANCISC0, January 13.—Col-
lactor of the Port Stratton has received
orders from the seeretary of the treas.
ury at Washington to collect the 100,000
in fines imposed on various masters of
transpucific stoamahips for the illogsl
oarrying of opium.

The order further states that po

clearinee In to be granted any vessel
whose eaptain bug been finsd, until the
total nmount aseessed against bim has
been paid.

In the past the rule in Honolulu has
been the assessment of the fine by the
colloator of customs in accordance with
the value of the oplum found on board.
If there was time before shiling of the
vensdl a hearing was held in distrist
court for the mnster of the ship, and
the facta brought out in this hearing
wers forwnrded to Washington to the
sparetary of the treasury for his in-
formation, the plex of the wkipper for
the remission of the fine being sont at
the same time. Bome masters in the Pa-
cific M=il service have had severnl fines
imposed.

Anotlur Skipper Fineds
SEATTLE, Janpary 13—Captain
Green of the American-Hawaiian
steamer Virginian, whieh han just ar-
rived from Salina Crue and Const ports,
was fined #6540 by the ecollector oFocu-
toms here for baving opium on board.

The drug was unearthed by the eus-

I'.o]nw inspectors in going over the ves-
sel.

RANCHER MURDERS
BABE—LIFE URGED

SANTA BARBARA, Jamunry 13—
Joht Rech, am Italian yancher near hore,
mmn found guilty of murdering hia

Imprisonment for life is nsked for by
the prosesution.

EASTERN WEATHER
BECOMING BETTER

WABHINGTON, January 13 —Wea-
ther conditions throughout the Fast are
improving with a gradual rising of the
tomperature all over that section.

nnsns City reports twenty degrees
below xero.

B

CARNEGIE DID PUT UP.

WASHINGTON, Janusry 18—An-
drew Carnegio yestorday finished his
testimony bofore the house committee.
He admitted 8 contribution of the Steel
Trust of $15,000 in aid of the lobby to
oppose annexution of the Phllippﬂwl.

CAIRNS WANTS HELP,

WABHINGTON, Janunry 12—F, 8.
Coirng, the Ameriean whom Bhuster

left in charge of the Porsian troasury
has cabled Representative Bulzer an
l.llfulll uppeal for the United Btates to
Lelp Persin to avold general confusionf
iu its Snances, |

ITALIAN VICTORY.

ROME, Janunry 12.—Seven Turkish
gunbouts and an wsrmed yaeht have

been sunk in the Hed Sea by the Ital |
inna.

BRYAN IS MUM.

NEW YORK, Jaouary 10—Wum. I
Bryan has left this eity on s southa

lpeture tour, He is ven-commitial o |
the subject of the gndvhnar.

COAL MINERS STRIKE.

LONDON, January 18.—A strike
§00,000 coul miners lg pow wssured

their ballatiug. 1t will be offective |
& month. s

FIFTEENTH TO CHINA,
MANILA, Jumiary 1E8~The W
purt Logna has lefi this pert for Uklag
wanlag with o hattatlon of the P

tesuth Jafaniry,
——h————

WILKING HANGED,

BAN QUENTIN, donngry ML i
b Wikine wim hatiged dodey for §
wurdir of M. Vesule  Csrsey,
poraiowr. -

FARMERS DENY.
WABMIBUYO K, donuniy 1ol
e TR ™

STRIKENS RIOY,
LAWhbniE, Maw. dpsusty
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