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The Signers

; law--

SI'. ".'nited C'nloliir arc and of rightTill t lu free and independent States;
tint iltey are aliMihed from all allegiance to the
Hriti-.l- i Crown, and that all political connection
lietween tluni and the State nf (Jreat Britain is
and miht to lie totally dissolved."

I Ins, vhorn of the preamble and the concluding

clan-c- s - the Declaration of Independence which
this country celebrate sanely and safely or
insanely and unsafely, as the case may be, every
Fourth f July.

It is interesting to notice that of the fifty-si- x

men who lin.illv allixcd their signatures to the
document, to the support of which they pledged
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor,
none were so old as to be liable to a suspicion of
senility, and few st young that they might be

accused of immaturity of judgment. Even John
Hancock, rather a roving blade and none too
stable in his personal habits and predilections,
was thirty-nin- e years old when the (ieneral C on-

gress met in Independence Mall, Philadelphia, to
sit in judgment upon the wording of the historical
docu ment.

The oldest man in the assemblage was Ben-

jamin Franklin, then six months past his seven-

tieth birthday, and the youngest was Thomas
Lynch Jr. of South Carolina, who was born
August 5, 1749, and was therefore a month short
of being twenty-seve- n years old, although he hid
a close second in Edward Rutledge of the same
State, who was liorn in Novembei m the same
year.

The first of the .signer of the Declaration o
die after the execution of the instrument wa But-

ton (iwinnett of Georgia, who passed away on
May 27 of the following year. Charles Carroll of
Carrollton. Maryland, lived the longest after the
memorable date. He remained until November
l.L 1832. There are persons living today who, so
far as years are concerned, might have shaken
hands with this, the last survivor of the signers,
and still remember the occasion.

James Smith of Pennsylvania was the only
signer who lied to a more advanced age than
Charles Carroll. He was ninety-fi- x years old
when his life ended, on July 11, 1806. There were
three others who became nonogenarians : John
Adams of Massachusetts, who passed away at
ninety-on- e years; William Ellery of Rhode
Island, at ninety-thre- e years, and Francis Iwis
of New York, at ninety-on- e years of age. The
youngest to die was Arthur Middleton of South
Carolina, who was only forty-fou- r years old at
his demise, on January 1, 1788.

Of the fifty-si- x signers bt;t seven had advanced
past the age of sixty years on July 4, 1776. Nine
were between fifty and sixty, there were nineteen
between forty and fifty, the same number, nineteen,
between thirty and forty and two below the age of
thirty ears. The average age was 43.87 year.
Surely there were enough young men to push,
enough middle-age- d men to check and enough old
men to balance this most important confernec.

But contrary to the belief of thousands wlm
will, this year celebrate the anniversary oi the
Fourth of July. 1776, the Declaration of Inde-

pendence was not signed on that date. As a mat-

ter of fact the last signature was not appended
until five sears later, in 1781. Thomas McKean,
a member from Delaware, who had been present
on July 4, 177o, but "absent with the army at the
peiK-ra- l subscription of said instrument," applied
for permission to sign. An act was then passed
permitting linn I" affix Id . signature, and "lie
ad'.', 'd thereto the date of siieh. subv'riptiou."
' Mt her delegate. Matthew Thorn twn V'f New
Hampshire, who had ''een present at neiffier the
reading on July 4 nor at the later date of general
subscription, presented his credentials on No-

vember 4, 1776, and was permitted to sign.
It was the first reading of the Declaration of

Independence that occurred on the date we cele-

brate, and the tentative draft presented by the
committee previously appointed to draw up such
a ! icvmient was approved by all the members
present. No resolution was passed until July IV,

when it was "Resolved, That the Declaration
passed on the fourth be fairly engrossed on parch-

ment, with the title, etc., and that the same, when
engrossed, be signed by every member of Con-

gress."
Another fact in connection with the Declara-

tion of Independence which we celebrate is that it

is neither the first nor tlfe only Declaration of
Independence from the rule of Great Britain that
Wri made in her North American colonies.

More than a year before the framing of the
document which we cherish, on May 20, 1775, a

convention was held at Charlotte, North Caro-

lina, and an instrument declaring freedom from

the rule of Great Britain was drawn up and
signed. This was the famous Mecklenburg
Declaration, the original of which was unfortu-
nately destroyed by fire in 1800. It was recon-

structed from memory, and this "copy" is still
preserved.

But even before this the colonists wrote a

Declaration of Independence. The patriots of
Harford County, Maryland, gathered themselves
together at Harford Town, which is now called
Bush, on March 22, 1773. On the same day they
prepared and signed a Declaration of Independ-cnc- .

probably the first one ever made by the
col. iiiies. nr any part of them, in formal, written
form. The document is still in existence.
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Preparedness For War
ERF. is no better commentary on the "pre-

paredness fur war" issue than the fact that
up, almost to the opening gun of the "great
war," the optimists continually declared that the

dav when preparation for war was necessary had

gone bv ; that there would hc no more war; that

it was a useless waste of money and repugnant to

common sense
For example, no longer ago than 1911. Jack

London demonstrated to his satisfaction, in the
Forum, that the economic development of the
world had rendered war obsolete; that although
the world had been accustomed to war for thou-

sands of years it was chiefly a conflict between
the people seeking food and subsistence, and such
necessity no longer existed.

He summed his argument up in the following
words : '

But a change in the affai's of man has long
been coming.

The more recent drifts of the stronger races,
carving their way through the lesser breed to
more earth-spac- e, have led to peace, ever to
wider and more lasting peace.

The lesser breeds, under penalty of being
killed, have been compelled to' lay down their
weapons and cease killing among themselves.

The scalp-takin- g Indian and the head-huntin- g

Melanesian have been either destroyed or
converted to a belief in the superior efficiency
of civil suits and criminal proscutions.

The planet is being subdued. The wild and
the hurtful are either tamed or eliminated.
From the beasts of prey and the cannibal
humans down to the death-dealin- g microbes,
no quarter is given; and daily, wider and
wider areas of hostile territory, whether of a

warring desert tribe in Africa or a pestilential
fever hole like Panama, are made peaceable and
habitable for mankind.

As for the great mass of stay-at-hom- e folk,
what percentage of the present generation in

the United States, England fir ( iermany, has
seen war or knows anything of war at first
hand ?

There was never so much peace in the world
as there is today.

War itself, the old red anarch, is passing. It
is safer to be a soldier than a workingman.
The chance for life is greater in an active cam-

paign than in a factory or a coal mine.
In the matter of killing, war is growing im-

potent, and this in face of the fact that the
machinery of war was never so expensive in
the past nor so dreadful.

War, equipment today, in time of peace, is
more expensive than of old in time of war.

A standing army costs more to maintain than
it used to cost to conquer an empire.

It is more expensh e to be ready to kill, than
it used to be to do the killing.

The price of a dreadnaught would furnish
the whole army of Xerxes with killing weapons,
and, in spite of its magnificent equipment, war
no longer kills as it used to when its methods
were simpler.

A bombardment by a modern fleet has been
known to result in the killing of one mule.

The casualties of a twentieth centurv war
between two world powers are such as to make a
worker in an iron foundry turn green with envy.
War has become a joke. Men have made for
themselves monsters of battle which thev can-- I

i:ot face in battle.
Subsistence is generous these days, life is not

cheap, and it is not m the nature of flesh and
j blood to indulge in the carnage made possible

bv present-da- y machinery.
This is not theoretical, as will be shown by

a comparison of deaths in battle and men in-- i
volxed, in the South African War anid the

I Spanish-America- n War on the one hand, and
the- ( ivil War or the Napoleonic Wars on the
oth'

N i only has war. by it own evolution, ren-
dered itself futile, but man himself, with ureater
wisdom and higher ethics, - opposed to war.
lie has learned too much. War is repugnant to
Ins common sense. He conceives it to be
wrong, to be absurd, and to-b- very expensive,
l or the damage wrought and the results ac-

complished, it is not worth the price.
Just as in the disuptes of individual, the arbi-

tration of a civil 'court instead of a hhirxl feud
is more practical, so, man decides, is arflra-- I

lion mure practical in the disputes of nation".
!

The Play Instinct
T ) the play instinct, which dominates a child's

mind for a considerable period. Dr. E. L.
iTalbert, writing in the Popular Science Monthly,
atti lliutes main of the problem that confront the
educator who is concerned with the training of

oung people of high school age. It has often
been observed that the growing child repeats the
history of civilization No normal boy requires
instruction in lighting I ,ike a boy of four or five
years,-wh-

o has never associated with his kind,
send him to play with seveial boys of his age, and
it is probable that at the first opportunity he will
double up his fists and do his best to whip a play-

mate who has tried to impose on him. In this
event he merely re-"i- t- to primitive justice. He
is not to be blamed, lor 'Ik- voice that urges him

oh is the voice of his uncultivated, ancestors, who
knew but one court that of physical combat.

A little later the same boy will begin to select
his associates.' The gang instinct will assert itself.
By a process of selection he eliminates from hi."

list of playmate, those whose tastes in game
differ, or whose idea of fair play and play honor
doe not meet with his approv al. To a less degrct
girls manifest, the same tendency toward exclu
siveness at an early age. They band together, but
t heir innate .regard .for appearances leads them to
preserve the form of friendly regard for playmates
for whom- they" entertain a deep di'slike. About
this time the boys begin to look, with contempt
upon girls' gatnesy As they approach the high
school age t He1 openly court the support of girls
in their games, but as spectators, and not as parti-
cipant. When iheytrijach this age, their childisl.
tendency to select pljtj ni.itt s suited to their taste:
manifests itself more positively, and the result i;

the secondary school secret society.

Educators' hart kVig reiojfized that these secret
societies, when tajfen. seriously at high" school age
are a menace to t.he.dem icratic spirit which should
prevail in every free public school. How to elim-
inate them has been a problem widely discussed,
but as yet unsolved! JWtor Talbert believes these
secret societies are simply a natural growth that
thrives on early instinct Secret societies go back
to the beginning of recorded history. The crav-
ing for mystery is innate in the race. It is bound
to crop out sooner or later, and in the case of the
high school secret society it merely crops out
sooner than was the case some years ago. Un-

successful attempts to crush the societies have
failed largely because an artificial means was em-

ployed to combat a natural instinct.
Doctor Talbert belic.es that the extension of

the playground movement will do a great deal
toward broadening the function of the school fra-

ternity. As long as it is narrow, selecting its mem-
bers without regard for their general attainments,
but principally for their attainments in some par-
ticular field, its efTeOt is bound to be depressing
on the schools. It introduces a note of snobbery
whichcauses much pain, for young minds are apt
to place too much 'stress on the importance of
membership. But if the life of students outside the
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An;G rea ter,
DAY. celebrated today

Honolulu elsewhere throughout the Union,
comes this year of nineteen hundred ami fifteen

time most critical the history of the Na-io- n

which came info being amid the fire and
dood of revolution one hundred and thirty-nin- e

years ago.
Fifty years ago this country underwent the

hroes internal revolution.
Today it stands the threshold of jnter-lation- al

revolution, and the position this
Nation takes within the next few days depends

the trend of the world for generations come.
The revolt of the American colonists against

the tyranny British monarch lit the torch of
liberty in many lands. America the lead
then movement for the betterment of all
mankind.

Today, one great Power not involved the
greatest and the bloodiest-wa- the world has ever
seen, the smaller neutral nations look the
United States their champion.

Will history record the formulating 1915 of
Greater Declaration Independence, which

the rights of peace losing and peace keeping
are be defined and upheld even the

cost of war will history write down that
America, the birthplace of Freedom, fa'led
the crucible test

Carrsnza may hav intervene Georgia the
anarchy of the past few weeks continues there.

Come think there more real patriot-
ism sidewalk before lot than heap
of bunting tacked up over the doi.r.
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was received tolas. They are selling
well at a oo I pro e. Some were re
ceied in poor condition due to rough
liu lulling.

1'npaiiiH are plentiful aiol a drug on
the market. I'iueapples arc also plen
tiful and soiling at n low price.

r'ltfH at a icrv good price.
The demand far exceeds the supply nt
the present time. The price is steadily
risi ng.

The demand is good for nil kinds of
fut poultry. Hroileis are plentiful but
selling fast at good prices. Stewing
chickens are in demand with very few
in the market. Tlicic is greater demand
for you u I roosters foi rousting that! for
young hens.

The itdnnd supply of cabbage is glv
llig out and importat ion- - from the Coa-- t
have commenced. The price is goo I.

A shipment of Isabella grapes receiv-
ed is sidling well at cent a 'mud
wholesale. Ilcgnlai ihlpinents of ni
cumbers and polui- nrr received twice
ti week from llicaii. I, lines are scarce
with tho demand jjoud at high price.

I
OF HIS TREATMENT

(AssoelsUd Prsss by rsdsrsl Wlrslass.)
WASHINGTON, July 4. Former

1'iesident lluerta, telegraphing from
Kl l'aso, where he is held under arrest,
pending trial on a charge ot violating
the neutrality of the I'nited Htnt",
complains to the chief justice of the
United States Supreme Court of the
manner in which he is being treated a
a federal prisoner. He ls also filed u

copy of his complaint with the Kl I'asj
I nited States commissioner.

It is unofficially stated here that the
reason why lluerta is held under ar
rest is to prevent him I rum tollowin-.- '

the example of General Orozeo, li;i

took advantage tf the liberties allowed
him while a lederal prisoner, held at
ter he had escaped across the line from
Mexico, to make his escape and rejoin
his command in Mexico.

lluerta is being cloyelv guarded. It
is because of this that he bases hi
complaint.

- Known Native Commits
Suicide At His Home

T

Well

I lemon Knoka, a well known Hawaii
an, committed suicide yesterday mora
ing by swallowing the contents of n

bottle of chloroform liniment, at his
residence; in Alupai lane.

Frank Keolio and Knoka were at
of a friend in Auld lane, having

a good tiino, and early yesterday they
started to walk to Knoka 's place, botn
being said to be under the influence of
liipior.

While on their way Knoka complain
ed to Keoho of a stomach ache.

After they had arrived at Kuoks '

house the latter went into the bath-
room and remained Ih.re so long that
Keolio went in to look for him.

He found him lying on the floor
with an empty bottle beside him.

Keoho carried Knoka into a back
room and notified the police. He wis
rushed to llm (Ju ecu's hospital as fast
as possible but expired soon after be-

ing received.
Deceased was employed as a molder

at the Honolulu Iron Works.

LAHAINA PLANTATION
HAS RECORD YIELD

Aimthcr record croli for fi fuoi iiIaii- -

tation was finished when the Pioneer
' Company ended its season on Fri

dav, June 25, with an output of 33,221)
tons of sugnr. This is not only by far

j the largist crop ever made by the plan
tation, but it was harvested in record
time, being taken ofT in practically the
same time as other much smaller crops.
The present year's output is 4000 tons
ahead of the estimate, and about the
same amount in excess of tjie till) crop,
previously the bumper crop of the

Chung Wan. Tni iguchi, and T. W.
Dicker so n are held at the police station
for investigation. The latter was
brought in from Wahiawa by Police
Ofliier (irav. He is said to have had
a mix up with uu ollicer at Schofleld
I'.i'.nai Uu.

vn nmmm re
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10 SEAMEN'S LAW

Administration May Back Mea-

sures Purposed Jo Protect
American Shipowners

WASIITNflTON, .Inn Irt. Amend
ments to the La Kollette Seamen's law,
purposed to proteot American shipown-
ers from unfair competition nt Che

hands of foreign ship lines, may lie
(sthered by the administration in the
next congress as a result of an Investi-
gation how being made by the depart-
ment of eommervp. '

This investigation, the President in-

dicated to callers today, ts being di-

rected rtiruliirly into the action of
the I'neiflr Mail Steamship Company la
announcing that as a result of the
hardships immised on American ship
owners by the Seamen 's Hill, it would
be compelled to lease its steamers to
foieign concerns.
Causes Orav Concent

This aetion would leave the I'ttiifa
steamship trade almost entiiely In the
hands f the subsidized lines, and the
announcement ha" occasioned grave
concern. The Present indicated that
the investigation w. being carried on
to see whether the ne law is actually
responsible for the announcement.

Although the President ei pressed
confidence that the administration
would be able to mnke amienble ar-
rangements with foreign countries re-

garding the opperation of the law, it
is known that practically all the
twenty-on- countries whose t:eatiei
with the ('nited States run contrary ti
certain provisions of the law, have reg-
istered strong protests with the state
department.
Japanese Plan Monopoly

According to reports which reached
Washington from Tokyo, the Japanese
steamship lines, availing themselves of
the effect which the Seamen's law will
have on American shilling, have plan-
ned a monopoly of all the routes from
the Ojent to Canada, San Francisco
and Panama Canal, and porta along the
West coast of South America.

In view' of th' earnest desire of the
administration to build np trade rela-
tions with South America, it is thought
' robsble that amendments to the law
will be proposed at the next session of
congress, which, while safeguarding
th interests of American seamen, will
remove some of the hardships from (he
shipowners.

ANTI-TREATI-

NG
RULE

At the 'nnxt meoti'ng of toe Man '

Liquor License Commission to be held
on the twenty ninth, a resolution will
l.e acted upon which it is latended
will prevent treating in all saloons or
other drinking places on iLaul. This
was unanimously decided upon tiy tUo
new board, which held Its first meet-
ing on Thursday. The board as newly
organized, has T. B. Lyons, as presi-
dent, and I). II. Case, as secretary.
The board now consists of T. B. Lyons,
I). II. Case, W. F. Kaae, T). C Lindsay,
and C. D. Lufkin, tne first three being
new members.

The proposed anti treating rulo raino
in for considerable discuss'on, when
Commissioner Kane announced that at
the next meeting he proposes introduc-
ing a resolution which will require
liquor deales to break up this custom.
The pernlciousnesf of the practise was

agreed, and it is likely that
the rule will be ready to pu: into

on August 1.

LinLElilyTs

LIFE FOR HIS SISTER

There was a sad tragedy recently nt
Kalniiniii, Makawao. in the ditch man
ku of the road passing through Alelele
gulch. ,

Three Japanese childre- -, te eldest
of whom was eleven, Iiad eu'on their
lunch and were going along the ditch
thinking of taking a swim.

All at once the little
Sibruski girl, while walking In the tail
"honohono" grass, suddenly fell Into
deep water concealed by the vegeta-
tion and called out. Her eleven-year-ol-

brother, liajimi, Immediately went
to the rescue and both children were
drowned in the struggle for life.

The third child, a boy,
belonging to another family, ran quiek-I- v

to the Sibraaki dwelling, told the
mother who, in turn, soon summonea
the Japanese on W. (. Aiken's prem-
ises at Pmiomalei.

When the rescue party reached the
ditch iioth children were found dead.

The Sibraskis raise pineapples and
bananas on a little farm at Kaluaiiut.

HOTTER THAN PUNA,

WRITES COLONEL JOHNSON

A note to The Advertiser from Col.
Sum Johnson, written in Manila on
dune 12, says that it is " BOine hot"
there). "Water in the ocean today, WO

degrees! tlver a hundred in the shade
and there is no shade!" says the re-
port.

The Manila Times chronicles the
news of Colonel Johnson's arrival us
follows:

"Col. Samuel J. Johnson, a capital-- t

and prominent resident of Hono-
lulu, lame out to look into the lumber
in, lust rv with view of possible invest
nient. While at sea he received a wire-Ice- s

uessaite announcing his appoint
in cut as adjutant general of the Nn
tional (iuuid of the Hawaiian


