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of gas shells‘and sent oyer a |
great ¢l of under |

cover of which the infantry at-

tatk wag,_launched, ‘preceded: by}

many tanks, |
TRAINED SHOCK TROOPS"

The preliminary bombardment,’
which ppened at dawn along the
many miles of battlefront, was
intepse and contingous, both th
front and rear positions of the
British being deluged with shells.
The Germans followed this bom-
bardment by charges of specially
trained infantry, who advanced
under a barrage and covered by
a heavy smoke screen. These
troops broke through the outposts
and succeeded in' reaching' some
of the main battle positions, des-
pite thejr exceptionally heavy
losses.

At no point along the front, re-
ports  General Huig, did the
enemy .ceach any of his objec-
tives, being by the sheer
weight of metal hurled at the ad-
vancing columns'By catnon, ma-
chine gun and rifle, before which
eritire regiments wiltéd, dropped
und disappeared. ¢

Hard fighting was still in prog-
ress along the entire hattle front
when the reports Tronl”jhe‘dqﬁah
ters were filed last dight. -

OBSERVER'S ACCOUNT

Reuter ' correspondenée  from
the Britisk front deseribes’ the
German attack 38 in tremendous
force, against which the British
are standing firmly on their origi-
nal lines except dn some of the
most outstanding sections.which
have been drawn in to make a
firmer line.

(reat masses of ‘infantry, back-
ed by a great weight of artillery,
are being thrown into the battle,
with the British guns smashing
the on-coming regiments and i~ |
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| LONDON, .nﬁ,::-msmw)_.m_, Law,
ehancellor of the e uer and ther 6f the war council,
announced the launching of the great German offensive in an
address in the hotse of commons yesferday, coupling the an-
nouncement with the réassuring stalfment that the offensive
had beén fully expected and prepared for. : :

/ “Our outpost troops have been withdsawn in one portion
of our Cadibrai line which was very lightly held,” he said,
“but the battle 8o far has gone in our fg¥or. This retirement
in part i& nothing more than we had exy to do.

NO SURPRISES EXPERIENCE.

“The attack itself and the nature in which it is being made
are as we had anticipated and the offensive has been in accord-
ance with our-expectations. There was no surprise about it
nor about any feature of it.

“1 feel sure that the house and the country generally will
not feel any umnecessary alarm. Our Versailles council knew
of this attack well in advance and the country need not feel
that it has any cause for anxiety over the ontcome."”

PUBLIC CALMLY CONFIDENT

Long lines of ambulances began last sight to form at the
London railfoad stations, in readiness for the many cases of
wounded that are expected to commenee arriving at any hour
from the great battlefield, which in miles is a comparatively .
short distance from this capital. '

The B¥itish public is calm and confident. Bonar Law's
statement has reassured the people that the German offensive
has not taken the British general staff by surprise and that
the Germans Bave not appeared with some new and terrible
weapon of offense.
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¢ : - been nothing of the element of sarprise
flicting staggering losses. Pre- beon noteog oy p

ceded by tanks of their own de-| paiies On Matw Attack

sign, the Germans pressed for-| Von Wu ;i re
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succeeded in penetrating the Bri<| ish lines, W- of the tremendous
tish front lines in a nupiber of | 0% of Ufe Shat this makes certain in
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places between the Scarpe and the | Al r:r.g;. '_m"{t. British front be-
Vendekil Rivers. speak the
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“Our counter measures have
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British and French  Victorious;
Ostend and

Heligoland Is Raided

LONDON, March 28 (Associated
Press)—A  nsval mt off Dun-
kirk, bombardment of Ostend by Brit-
ish monitors and the bambing of Hali-
goland waere outstanding features of the
war news of yesterday,

In the naval engagement five Brit
ish and French ers which were
engaged ‘in the pa of the British
Chaonel had & suetessful encounter
with a German fleet and mnk two of
the enemy destroyers and two terpedo
bonts. Only ome tish destroyer was
| seripusly dum , the Manley, which

Americans With Pershing Believe Great

Drive Is Only Teutonic Fotlorn |
Forced Upon Army By German People

WABHINGTON, Mareh 82— (Associated Prems)-—Official despatehes re- |
cdived from American Hendguarters in Frunce state that the Ameriosn observ- |
ers there are convineed that the great battle how raging along the greater |
part of the British fromt ia the gevuine main offensive of the Germans, doubts
of the coming of which had begun to creep inte tho minds of the military
men, . i
General Pershing and his army nre tensely holding themselves for mny
anfbrgency and are awaiting developments on the line held by the grmics
under General Haig. ' %

The military cﬁsunrm At tho front agree that all the military eiroum
stanses are nguinst the suecess of von liinduburr's drive, which ean hardly
succeed unless the Teutom strategists have something in fesorve which is not
na yet apparent. '

’“e,?p&i“ that possibly the internal pressure bei? bro
the German governméut by the German people, in their ¥ for either n |
deeisive victory or for an early pesce, hus forced the military party into at

| was  suceassfully kept afloat wmnd

tempting what they believe to be a forlorn ho
B vis o | taashed port last v
) l 'ﬂﬂaiﬁ ' £ Ak last

( 2 S ik ol A night ‘told” of the bombarding of Os-
- g l | tend by British moniters which are
_ | reported to have ogsasioned conmider-
' X Tl Innd by British air gaft which oeca-
| wioned grave alarm to the suemy.

1ul-l.- damuge and nn sttack on Heligo-
NEW YORK, March {A-ul-lo-i} WABHINGTON, March 22— (Anso |

t to bear upon

ers that they will kold their tions
not developgd. yet," reports the
Reuter correspondent, '“and it ls dift
cult to .defing the general situation in

th it 6F what is yndogbtedly the
ﬂh?}:::ll: offensive,of which their
general staff bas been bomsting. The
onemy's apparont purpose now is to
launch his attacks upon the two flanks
of the Flequieres salient, in the hope

of cutting this off,'’
There is noth new in the German

taéties nor have they as yet brought to |.

bear any new ongines of destruction.
Thelt tanks are modelled closely after
thope employed hy the British; their
gas shells are not mew and there has

in the maln and take sveh toll of the
(Glormans 88 will mark the attack as a
socond and more cosily Verdun.
Kaissr Apnounpmnent

That this is the great German offen-
sive was made certain yesterdey morn-
ing when an Amsterdam despa for-
warded a statomont tals by the
Kainer yosterddy morning to the Rhen-
ish provineial eouncil, The German
overlord said; "*We ure nt n dulﬂn‘
moment-—ane of the greatest moments
in German N

The Berlin ashouncements last n
rogarding the battle were laponie,
officinl stadbement heing merclyt *‘Be-
tween Combral and La Fere our forses
have peueteated the British positions.’’

Press)—Indictments under the Espion
ago Act were returned by the federal
grand jury here yesterday against Frof
Seott Nearing sod the Amerioan Hoeial
st Boolety.

Professor Nearing is & well known
aathor on socialistie and ecomomic sub
sity here. He was remeoved because of |
politieal economy in Columbis Univor-
sity here. He was reoved beeause of
the sentiments which he axpressed rel-
ative to the participation of the United
States in the world war. _

The American Hocialist Bagiety was
indicted for the publieation and din
tribution and ecireulation of the pamph
dot entitled **The Great Madnous '’

glated Prefs)=Two dollars and a half
u bushel for wheat instead of two dol- |

LOSES THREE SHIPS

WASHINGTON, March 28— (Assc-

{lnrs u bushel, ix the guaranteqd piiee| . . 4 Press)—Franee lost theee vossels

for wheat provided by the Agricultural |
Approprintion Bill which passed the |
senute yosterday, The fixing of the
wheat price ls dontained In an amend: | . 1600 tons registry and two were
ment offered by Senator Gore ‘"‘11 vessels of smaller lyi\eu, the Prench
which was embodied in the bill when| . iiser of marine reported at Paris
the vote was thken on fiom!l passaps

Gore, and other supporters of the
amendment, urged the price of two dol
lars n bushel was nob sufficiont to war |
rant the farmers of the country in in MADRID, Mareh & 21-—(Aswsociated
creasing the moreage planted in wheat | Press)—Antonio Maurs, ex-premier and
to the extent required to meet the | Couservative leader, was instructed to-
needs of the Uunited Btates and its [day by the king te form a new eab-
Allies. inot

us n result of encounters with Germag
submarines during the week endin
March 16, Ons'of thess' was of word'

vesterday

MAURA TO BE PREMIER
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WASHINGTON, Mareh 8
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