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= THE LESSER MINISTRIES.

A flower upon a threshold laid;

A little kindness wrought unseen;
I know not who love's tribute paid;
1 only know that it has made

Life's pathway smooth, life borders eastern roads will be argued first and

green.

God bless the gracious hands that e'er! The Galesburg Republican-Register

Such tender ministries essay;

Dear hands that help the pilgrim bear| plete success of the big water power

His load of weariness and care
‘More bravely up the toilsome way.

Oh, what a little thing can turn
A heavy hear: from sighs to song,
A smile can make the world less
stern!
A word can cause the soul to burn
With glow of heaven all night long!

It needs not that love's gift be great—|

Some splendid jewelg of the soul
For which a king might supplicate.

Nay, true love's least, at love's truo|

rate
Is the tithe most royal of the whole.
—Author Unknown.

confer a favor by !

{velopments are expected during
i week in relation to the senatorial con- | !
|tests in New Jersey, Rhode Island, | THE FUTURE OF KEOKUK,

| Massachnsetts, New York, Iowa, Ohlo, ! The future of Keokuk is In its own
iand one or two other states.

- ‘the spirit in which the city meets the

The Galesburg Republican-Register opportunities growing out of the de-
| reproduces what The Gate City said : velopment of the water power and the
| about it being time for the knocker to extent to which it improves tnem. If
| become a booster and for the placid its attitude Is to be one of indiffer-
sleepy-heads to wake up and stay ence, if it proposes to sit idly by with
awake, and declares that the advice folded hands and in the language of
Is just as applicable to Galesburg'the street ‘let George do it,” the fact
ias to Keokuk. “It is simply,” it adds, might as well be recognized first as
| “another way of saying that a city last that Keokuk will never be any-
must get the things that put value into thing more than a pumping station

|
|
{

(| town lots.” Figuring in town lots for other more enterprising
I\VOH'! do it. communities which will gladly
| ETRI TR (avail  themselves of the power
| The interstate commerce commis. 8enerated here. Unless this Is

i to be the outcome of filty

sion began today the hearing of argu-
Iments in regard to the proposed ad-
|vance in railroad rates, thus bringing
ilo a close the most important public
|investigation of railroad business,
!methods and conditions that the coun-
try has ever known. The hearing of
the arguments is expected to occupy
the entire week. The case of the

|years' dreaming and hoping for the

'kuk must wake up, take on new life
and energy and resolve by all it holds
sacred that it will leave nothing un-
done to profit by the great enterprise
to the fullest possible extent,
Keokuk has now come to the forks
of the road and must make instant
choice whether it will comuinue i
past monotonous journey along an in-
conspicuous by-way and finally arriye
nowhere, or whether it will enter
upon the broad highway of progress
opened to it by the water power and
!PTOJect‘here because— g0 forward swiftly and surely to
!\\-i‘tl:]tin“::al ‘pulp cl;eaxr) lfl'hl’.lclrltj il!°“"'('|' largely increased industrial activity,
| # <
towns wltslilnr:(i):n?dr?:d n:rlc(:qno(;&l?:o‘ added population and unprecedented
prosperity. In all history no com-

{kuk. It is a very large enterprisc &

| with great possibilities attached to it.|MUnity ever had such an opportunity
{ True, if it goes through it will mean before it as now presents itself to
{& large accession to the population of Keokuk. Nor would any other com-
il\'ooknk and this is'a slde on which imunity in the world hesitate a mo-
[the citizens of that place should 100% | ment in making final choice. Neither
| more seriously. {must Keokuk for a single instant. In
‘ ; the Grand opera house on Thursday
' ‘Qulnc_v and Bloomington, as well a8 evening at a public mass meeting
{ Galesburg, are moving in the matter called by Mayor Elder the matter will
of affording the letter carriers needed 'come up for decision and it behooves
| rest on Sunday. Tt Is argued, among every citizen to be there and help
'mh(-r things, that men do better work |emphasize the demand that Keokuk
having Sunday rest, which is no doubt rise to the full measure of its unex-

|tlmt of the western roads after.

tenders its best wishes for the com-

'The legislatures wlill begin their'courl cities will ask for commission
that
Oregon, }state at its present session, and bills ' Lieutenent Peary will have to hurry

Jersey, have been drafted for introduction in| to catch up with him.” I
Manage? U(anaaa and several other states dur-|the Indiana and Arkansas legislatures| l
c- Fn QKlRVIN.............. a .g “ng (he m‘esent week those' :

the | states to adopt the commission plan.

hands and depends very largely upon '

!development of the water power Keo- |

thé north pole, and 'no'w he is getting

L)ald for telling he did not get there.

WORLD ALMANAC HAS'IT ALL.

1

' In New Volume For 1911 Every Nawi
Fact Has Been Added. |

All the phenomenal growth and de-|

| velopment that have marked the prog: |
ress of events throughout the world!
in 1910 are reflected and recor(l~i
ed in The World Almanac for 1911 |
| To enumerate its new features would |
| be to enumerate everything new and
{important that has taken place in the |
i last vear. Its great mass of statistic-|
ial information on every subject ln:
{ which any one would be likely to be |
! interested has been revised and |
| brought down to the last moment of
| the closing year, and so many new,
! facts and figures have been added that|
! apparently no information of valueor|
!importance has been omitted, while;

Uneeda Biscuit

that other soda crackers lack

and that is

for accuracy The World Almanac has !
never heen excelled. |

The completeness with which the|
subjects are treated is shown by the|
' fact that fifteen pages are devoted toz

' detailed facts concerning the new
“Science of Aviation.” “The High|
Cost of Living” ig another aubject,'

i treateg at length in detail. 1
All the important laws of congress
and of state legislatures are clearly
I summarized. The progress of science, |
‘art, government, religion, education, |
{labor, industry, commerce, finance,|
! nayigdtion, exploration and a thous-|
and or more other subjects are set!
' forth conscisely, making The World |
| Almanic for 1911 a complete reference
| library in one volume. |
Tt ig the only reference volume)
which may Dbe accurately described
,h_\' paraphrasing Lincoln’s famous sen-
i tence concerning a people’s govern-
lmen:: It is a book of facts of, for and |
[ by The World.

! The Telephone Girls. !
| The Free Presg quotes a Mt. Pleas: |
jant woman as saying that the centrnl‘
| girls there answer the telephone in a|
which sounds like she feels|

i voice
i when she has a headache,

The expense to the postoffice
Thought for the day: If you can't 8 '

boost don't knock.

| closed on Sunday, as additional help
would be required on Monday in order
to make prompt delivery of the ac-
cumulation of mail, but this objection
[ should not stand in the way of accord-
| ing the carriers the Sunday rest and
leisure that other people enjoy.

All the indications point to an ex-
ceptionally pleasant spring for Keo
kuk this year. ;

With fifty-three Sundays, it stands
to reason that 1911 should be an ex-
ceptionally good year.

The rest of the state will kindly ex-

The speaker of the Nebraska house !cuse Keokuk for inattention to polit- |

is named Kuhl. The legislators in

ical affairs at Des Moines. This city
that state will do well to keep him.

has some very important matters of
lils own in hand, growing out of the
Governor Eberhart's message to the |development of the
Minnesota legislature contained 25,000 | water power project in the world, and
words. Ang vet Minnesota claims to|those matters require its best thought
be committed to the cause of reform! iand effort just now to the exclusion
{of everything else. .: is not that
Moline has valuable water power Keokuk cares less for what is done
facilities. Factories costing over $1,000.|at the state capital, but that it is
000 are in course of erection in Moline, | Intensely interested, as it should be,
The connectlon between these two in making its own calling and elec-
facts is too obvious to need pointing|tion sure both now and in the years
out, that are to come.

A

Senator Cummins is hurrahing for Judge Blair of West Union, Ohio,
the Oregon plan of choosing United who has been conducting the trials of
States senators. If that plan comest“‘e numerous voter sellers indicted in
the Towa Cit Republican predicts that f.\dams county, was interviewed as to
the Iowa senator will be hoisted by his |the cause and said: “Had it not been
own petard, and a Democrat will sue- |that the people of this county are
ceed him at Washington. |80 poor and their politicians so greedy
e to secure their votes,
now have any of these election brib-
{ery cases which have turned the eyes
of the world toward Adams county
{and caused it to lift its hands in holy
horror. Poverty is the root of this
evil and we are finding it many times
as hard to get the men into court for
this reason.” The grand jury has re-
turned more indictments each day.

The most incons;icuoue citizen of
¥eokuk can help promoie i‘s intercsts
by a right attitude toward the meas-
ures to that end. Even the profession-
a] “knocker” can make himself useful,
if he will, by refraining from indul
gence in his favorite pastime,

When Eli Perkins, who has just
died, was in Rock Island some years|
ago, he said he was traveling for his
wife's pleasure. ‘‘Then your wife is '
with you,” suggested the reporter.
“Oh, no,” said Eli, “she i& in New

COMMISSION-RULE CITIES.
Already ninety-six cities in twenty-
three states have adopted the com-
mission form of government, and

many more are arranging to do so

York." The list of commission-governed cit-
—— s -y oo ies to date is as follows:

The Gate City says the city of Keo- Iowa—Burlington, Cedar Rapids,

kuk wants a slogan. What's the mat-| Des Moines, Fort Dodge, Keokuk, Mar-

ter with “Keokuk Kan?'—Oskaloosa |shalltown, Sioux City.
Herald. Texags—Anthony, Austin, Beau-
The suggestion s a good one. But mont, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Deni-

it seems to this paper that a better =on, El Paso, Houston, Kennedy, Ly-

one would be: “Keckuk Can and'ford, Marshall, Marble Falls, Pales

will! tine, Port Lavaca, Sherman, San An-
Mt R sty tonio, Waco, Fort Worth, Galveston,

- Greenville.
ne L 3 » .t 3
The (hverinfz bougt?t is advanced West Virginia—Bluefield. Hunting

by the Des Moines Register and Lead- .,

er that during 1911 somebody may Alabama—Birmingham

tum loose a musical comaedy that is South Carolina—Columblia.

really as musical and as funny as It North Carolina—Charloite

pretends to be. The idea seems al-  Colorado—Colorado Springs, Grani

Junction

Wisconsin—Eau Claire

louisiana—Shreveport

Kansas-—Abilene, Coffeeville,
ryvale, Caldwell, Emporia, . Girard,
Marion, Newton, Neodesha, Parsons,
Pittsburg, Topeka, Wichita, Wellingz-
ton, Independence, lola, Kansag Cit:
leavenworth, Hutchinson.

most {oo good to ba true.

The board of supervisorg of Scott
county has wisely refused to employ
tax ferrets. This means that Daven
port will not invite capital with one
hand and drive it away with the oth-
er. There should not be a single tax

Cher-

2 2 Iraho—Boise, l.ewiston
ferret employed in all Jowa South Dakota—Dell Rapids. Huron,
" O TS S Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Ver
It appears from recent develop- yiilion. Yankton,
ments that the emigration from this Washingtop—Tacoma (modified)
country to Canada, which had such a Massachusetts—Gloucester Have

hill, Lynn, Taunton, Chelsea
Oklahoms: Ardmore, Bartlesville,
Dunean, id, Miami, McAlester, Mus
kKogee, Sapulpa, Tulsa, Wagner
Norih Dakota

vogue a few years ago, has received
a check. Canadian officials have been
investizating the movement of get
tlers along the southern border, and
they announce that in the season just

-Bismark, Mandan,

Minot

(-lo.\-ml.ahom 104,000 immigrants ar- Tennessee—Bristol, Clarksville, Bto-
rived in Canada from the United wah, Memphis, Richmond City
States, going mainly to Alberta and Mississippi—Hattiesburg

the Puget Sound territory. They \A‘“l‘,r'\&u-;q '\.‘m_..,_.“ :
‘found at the same time that about ot Berkeley, Modesto, Riv-
765,000 Canadians left the Dominion Mic ;'“pl:’ma;'.:i” Huron
for United States points. Advantages | Afissourn—st Joseph.
of climate, soil, associations and No list of commission government

means of development appeal to the
men who are coming to help swell
Uncle Sam's census rolls,

cities is adequate for very long, as
additions are being made to the list
| almost every\day

largest single |

we would not |

true. ampled opportunity. The fate of the

'sure that it is determined aright,

BETTER PAY FOR FARM WORK.'

James J. Hill declares that popula-
tion is now moving toward the cities
with such accelerated gpeed as to
!constitute a real danger. He also de-
clares that it cannot be checked by
tampering with the rural school SVS-
tem, often superior in practical edu-
{cation to that of the city, or by spend-
| ing money widely in publicity or im-
imigration *work that attracts people

!to the congested centers only. He |
iwould thus solve the problem:
Farm woérk must be pat on the

|same basis, must have an equal in-
‘dustrial chance, with the other in-
terests which have been for so many
vears the recipients of special legis-
lative care and favor. Men will go
where they think they have tue best
chance for success. It must be shown
!hat the farm 1s such a place, The
improvement of methods is doing
n.mch, but a widespread and long-con-
tinued campaign of education must
be carried on before the culuvation
of the sofl will again attract that
proper share of the nation’s workers
without which neither our industrial
;{rosperil3- nor our political institu-
tions can be permanently maintained.

GROWTH OF NATIONAL WEALTH.
The first computation of national
wealth was made in 1791 by Dr.

Adam Sybert, one of the ablest s atis-!

ticiang of his day.
was $750,000,000

The total fixed
The total for every
decade since, as compiled by the Wall
Street Journal mainly from the cen-
suses, \are thus recorded:
1800 S $
1810
1816
1820
1830
1840

072,000,000
,000,000,000
LN00,000,000
SE2.000,000
L000.000
e B :'.,Tc.J‘unu.mm
k3| AR RS el T 6,174,000,000
1560 ]L],\;:_ulm‘t!;m
& P R SAFEE P = A pp g S 24,200,000,000
1870 . o T 35,000,000.000
JAB A5k 45,000,000,000
1800y o s S S s e s 68806
1895 L79,111,000,000
94,000,000,000
, Sl : 107,000,000.004
(estimated) 125,000,000,000
The Increase in wealth has been at
the rate of about per cent per
annum, compounded annually. Where-
as {he average capita] per capita was
$183 In+1791, it is today, on the basis
of a population of ninety-two million,
$1,359,

1900 . .
1904
1910

314

NOTES AND COMMENT.
The sunflower philosopher. lays it
down flat that a girl doesn't love every
man she s willing to zo to a (loll'n-’-

and-a-half show with
v It is said that ice one and a half
{inches thick will support a man- four
inches thick will support cavalry:

five inches thick wIft support an
eighty-four-pound. cannon: ten inches
thick will support a multitude and
elghteen inches thick wil support a

railroad train.

The Fairfield | edger polnts ont that
the Towa fa
with the “in

nor

who has

irgents” Is estopped from
the tariff

any protest when

rippers |
down at Washington do with his
grains and live stock and other pro-

| ducts as thev've done with his hides
' put them on the free list,

{ “They may call Dr. Cook crazy, but

| It takes a wise man who can sell both |
sides to the magazineg and get high |

prices for his literary wares,
| the Cedar Rapids Republican

8ays
“He

A number of .\HR-] was paid for telling how he reached

been voting |

If the le)e-j l '}l q d |
department would probably be increas- city is to be determined and it is the | pone girls don't have headaches it is e Ventures |

ed by keeping the carriers’ windows duty of every good citizen to make ‘ their good fortune and not the fault

| of the subscribers in a great many in-

fstances.—-l(eokuk Gate City,
Mt. Pleasant Free Press:

deed. The average person is

Yes in-
pretty

cranky when it comes to telephones.'

If they can't get an answer just when

i they think they should, they get mad
and pick at the telephone girls.

And we can tell these people some-
thing. Politeness pays big dividends
in time when it comes to calling “cen-
tral.”” If you are nice about it, they
will soon find it out and your service
is better than it was before. There
are two prominent men in this town
who are on the “black list.” The old-
er girls all know them and when a
'new gir! comes along, the names are
handeq along.

| These men have lost lots of time
| waiting to get in_a call simply  be-
cause ithey have been mean and
abusive to the girls, If these men

were placed at a switch board five
minutes and had to put up with what
i telephone operaors put up, the ex-
,change building would need a new
roof every day. Those men would
swear the shingles off the building.

It requires an infinite amcunt of pa-
tience to be a good operator and the
next :ime when yvou get impatient and
feel like letting off steam, don't do
it. It will pay you in time and money
to keep vour vest on.

Keokuk and the Big Dam.

Des Moines negister and Leader:
“The biggest tning in the country is
‘under way right now at Keokuk,"” said
Ike Stern, who returned from that city
yvesterday. “Over 500 men are at work
on the dam across the Mississippi riv-
er and there is no longer a shadow of
doubt bnt that the biggest engineering
project in the United Jtates {8 now an
assured fact. Work was begun on the
Ilinois end of the dam just a year ago
but it was not until last week that sev-
eral hundred workmen were brought
over to the lowa shore and put to work:
Now there are two gangs working to
ward each other and the dam is begin-
ning to assume shape in reality. It is
an immense undertaging, involving the
expenditure of about $20,000,000, When
it is completed the dam will deelop
200,000 horgse power of which ap-
proximately one-third has already been
contracted for by St, LLouis publie utili-
ty concerng. Hugh 1.. Cooper, the engi-
neer in charge, is positive that the
work can be completed within thirty
months. The Keokuk water power pro
fect is the largest in the world, with
the single exception of the various pro-

jeets cataloguned as one, at Niagara
IFalls. The dam is to he 35,800 feet
long It s the biggest thing in dams

in the world, with the single exception
of the Assuan dam across the Nile
in Fegypt. Keokuk i8 acting very sen-
gibly under its good fortune. Real es-
fate values are rising but there ig no
boom that will collapse and leave
things worse than before. The Com-
mercial clob, with Wells M, Irwin as
and W. R. C. Kendrick as
is handling things admir-
But vou'll have to watch Keokuk
from now on, let tell vou

president
seceretary
ably
CIrow
that.”

His Explanation,

“No, I never use a typewriter.”
“Why not?” *"Because my manusgript
would never be sought after by col-
lectors of rare literary efforts, if they
were typewritten.”

Italian Proverb.

The principal part of everything is

the beginning.

Mr. Pet;r Ruff ‘

1Y E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM

;rhe Indiscretion of Letty !
Shaw

COPYRIGHT, 1509, BY THE PEZARSON PUBLISHING CO.
(Centinued from yesterday)

| Peter Ruff took up his hat.

“ Thank you! " he said.

“You see,” ghe continued, drearily, .
that it all has very little to do with |
he case. I meant to keep it to myself,
iecause, of course, apart from anything
ise, apart from Brian's meeting him
'ooming out of my rooms, it supplies
m additional cause for anger on
3rian’s part.”

“1 see,” he answered. “ I am much |
bliged to you, Miss Shaw. Believe ma
hat you have my sincere sympathy! " '

Peter Rufi's farewell words were un-
ieard. Letty had fallen forward in her
ihair, Lier head buried in her hands.

Peter Ruff went to Berkeley Square
ind found Lady Mary waiting for him.
jir Williami Trencham, the great soll-
iitor, was with her. Lady Mary in-
roduzed the two men. All the tims

the was anxiously watching Ruff's
Bce.
“Mr. Ruff has been to sesa Miss

jhaw,” she explalned to Sir Willilam.
'Mr. Ruff, tell me quickiy.” she con-
inued, with her band upon his shoul-
ler, **did she say anything? Did you
ind anything out?”

He shook his head.

“MNo!" he said. “I found nothing
nmt? "

" You don't think, then,” Lady Mary
gasped, * that there is any chance—
of getting her to confess—that she did
it herself? "

*“ Why should she have done it her-
jeif? " Peter Ruff asked. ‘' She admits
that the man tried to make love to
her. She simply left him. She was in
her own home, with her mother and
iervant within call. There was no
struggle in the room-—we know that.
I'here was no necessity for any.”

*“Have you made any other
juiries? " Lady Mary asked.

he few which T have made”
Peter Ruff answered gravely, * point
ell In the same direction. 1 ascer-
talned at the Milan that your brother
ralled thers late last night, and that
he heard Miss Shaw had been supping
aione with Austen Abbott. He fol-
lowed them home. I have ascertained,
too, that he had a key to Migs Shaw's
flat. He apparently met Austen Ab-
bott upon the threshold.”

LLady Mary covered her face with
her hands. B8She seemed to read in
Ruff’'s words tha verdict of the two
men—the verdict of common sense.
Nevertheless, he made one more re-
guest hefore leaving.

“1 ghould like to gee Captain Soth-
erst, if you can get me an order,” he
said to Sir Willlam.

“You can go with me to-morrow
morning,'"” the lawver answered. ‘‘ The
proceedings thiz morning, of course,
were simply formall Until after the

in-

inquest it will be easy to arrange an !

fnterview."”

Lady Mary looked up quickly.

‘“There is still something in your
mind, then?'" she answered. * You
think that there is a bare chance! "

“There s always the hundredth
chance! " Peter Ruff replied,

L . . . o .' L

| Peter Ruff and Miss Brown supped
| 8t the Milan that night as they had

'

National-Biscuit-Goodness :

¢

In Moisture ProoI' Packages

(Never sold in bulk)

NATIONAL
BISCUIT

arranged, but it was not a cheerful
evening. Brian Sotherst had been very

| circle of friends, and the general feel-

ing was one of horror and consterna-
tion at this thing which had befallen
him. Austen Abbott, too, was known
to &ll of them, and aithough a good

| many of the men—and even the wo-

men—were outspoken enough to de-

| clare at once that it served him right,
| nevertheless
| death without a second’s warning—

the shock of death—

had a paralyzing effect even upon
those who were his severest eritics.
Violet Brown spoke to a few of her
friends—introduced Peter Ruff here
and there—but nothing was sald which
could throw In any way even the
glimmerings of a new light upon the
tragedy. It all seemed too hopelessly
and fatally obvious.

About twenty minutes before closing
timo the habitués of the place were
provided with something in the nature
of a sensation. A little party entered
who seemed altogether free from ths
general air of gloom. Foremost
amongst them was a very young and
exceedingly pretty girl, with light
golden hair waved in front of her fore-
head, deep blue eyes, and the slight,
alry figure of a child. She was accom-
panied by another young woman,
whose appearance was a little too ob-
vious to ba prepossessing, and three
or four young men—dark, ‘clean-

shaven, dressed with the irritating ex- '

actness of their class—young stock
brokers
Brown's eyes grew very wide open.

“ What a little beast!' she ex-
claimed.

“Who? ' Peter Ruff asked.

" That pretty giri there,” she an-
swered—" Fluffy Dean her name Is.
She s Letly Shaw's protéigée, and she
wouldn’'t bave dreamed of allowing her
tc have come out with a crowd like
that. To-night, of all nights” she
continued, indignantly, ‘ when Letiy
is away!"”

Peter Ruff was interested.

“So that f{s Miss Fluffy Dean,” he
remarked, looking at her curiously.
" She seems a little excited.”

“.She’'s a horrid little wretch! ” Miss
Brown declaved. “1 hope that some
one will tell Letty, and that she will
drop her now. A girl who would do
puch a thing as that when Letty 1s in
guch trouble, fsn't worth taking care
of! Just listen to them all!'

They were certalnly becoming a
little boisterous. A magnum of cham-
bagne was being opened. Flufty
Dean’s cheeks were already flushed,
and her eyes glittering. Every onae
at the table was talking a great deal
and drinking toasts.

“This is the end of Flufty Dean."
x\"io'lel Brown eaid, severely, | ha;e
0 he uncharitable, but {t se 5
oA B rves her

Peter Ruff paid his bill,

"' let us go,” he said.

n the taxicab, on their wa back
to Misg I}rnwn'n- rooms, Ruff 'y“ un-
usuallyl silent, but just before he gaid
gno:}—mght to her—on the pavement
in fact, outside her front —he
asked a question, GRor i

" Violet,” he sald, * would <
L1573 3 you like
10 play detective for an hour or two?"

fhg looked at him in some surprise,

You know 1 always like to help in
nnvtl).lu;z that’s going,” she sald.

" Letty Shaw was an Austr i
wasn't she?” he asked. s

“Yes."

" She was born there, and lived there
till !:l.u.v' Was naarly elghteen—is that
1.'|.|.r'. he asked again.

" Quite true,” Miss Brown answered.

rou know the offices of the P &

O. line of steamers in Pall Mall?" he
aslied,

She nodded,

“Well?"

\  "Get a salling st
'lhorn ;honlrl be a boat
day, resent yourself as a pros
passenger. See how many you%;cti::
mrl.\(nt:hma there are going out, and
£g eir names. Incide f

(A Uttle spare e A

' office.”

i Bhe looked at

: anlsl wide open eyes,

~ Do you think—" ghe began,

He shook her hand

to Australia—
going Thurs-

or boys about town. Miss

time watching the |
him with parted lips |

warmly anq| Ways (h. hll&:—u

. stepped back into the taxi,
“No ques-
| popular amongst Letty Shaw's little tlons, please. I sha'n't expect you at .

“Good night! " he sald.

S e

the ofiice at the usual time to-morrow,

at any rate. Telephone or run round
i if you've anything to tell me.”

The taxicab disappeared round the

corner of the street. Miss Brown was

the latch key in her hand.
- L ] L El L ] L] L]

It was the afternoon before the in.
quest on the body of Aunsten Abhbott,
and there were gathered together in
Letty Shaw's parlor a curiously sas-
sorted little group of people. There
was Miss Shaw herself—or rather
what seemed to bs the ghost of her-
self—and her mother; Lady Mary and
B8ir William Trencham; Peter Ruff and
| Violet Brown—and Mr. John Dory.
| The eyes of mll of them were fixal
i upon Peter Ruff, who was the latest
{ arrival. He stood in the middle of tha
| room, calmly taking off his gloves, and
| glancing complacently down at his
| well-creased trousers.

“Lady Mary,” he sald, “and Miss
| Shaw, I know that yon are both anx-
{ fous for me to explain why 1 asked
| you to meet me here this afternoon,

and why I also regquested my friend
| Mr. Dory from Scotland Yard, who
has charge of the case against Cap-

tain Sotherst, to be present [ wlll
i tell you.”
Mr. Dory nodded, a little impa-

| tiently.

“Unless you hayve something very
, definite to say,” he remarked, “I think
it would be as well to postpone any
general discussion of th'a matter until
after the inquest. [ must warn you
that so far as [, personally, am con-
cerned, 1 must absolutely daclive 1o
allnde to the subject at all. It would
ta most unprofessional.” 5

“1 have something definite to say,
Peter Ruff declared, mildly. |

lady Mary's eyes flashed with hope
—Letty Shaw leaned forward {n her
chalr with white, drawn face.

“Tet it be understood,” Pater Ruff
said, with a slight note of gravity
creeping into his tone, “that I am
here solely as the agent of Lady Mary
Sotherst. 1 am paid and employed DY
Lher. My sole object is on her hebalf,
therefore, to discover proof of the in-
nocence of Captain Sotherst. 1 take
it, however,” he added, turning to-
wrards the drooping flgure in the easy-
chalr. “ that Miss Shaw is as anxious
to have the truth known.”

“Of course! Of course! " she mur
mured.

“In Fraunce,” Peter Ruff continued,
“there is a somewhat curious custom.
which, despite a certain theatricality,
| yet has its points, The scene of

crime is visited, and its events, so far t

as may be, reconstructed. Let us sup®
pose for a moment that we are now
engaged upon something of the sort.

Letty Shaw shrank back {n her
chalr,
sripping its sides. Her eyes seem
to look upon terrible things.

“It i3 too—awful! " she faltered.

Her thin white fingers we:; :

“ Madam,” Peter Ruff said, ﬂrmll'; i
“we seek the truth, Be so good 3

| to humor me in this. Dory, will ¥0u

%o to the front door, stand upon the

mat—so0? You are Captain Sotherst=
vou haye just entered. t
Abbott. You, Miss Shaw, have jus
t ordered me from the room. e
I move toward the door. I open it=
£0. Miss Shaw,” he added, turnhlilll
w»viftly towards her, ‘ once more '”
you assure me that everyone who ¥

1 am Austen |

You ree, -

in the flat that night, with the exce.p.:

tion of your domestic servant, is Pr
ent now?"”
“Yes,” she murmured. 4
“Good! Then who,” he asked U
| denly pointing to a door on the left
' “who fs in that room?" to
They had all crowded after hlml e
the threshold—tbronging around Ao
'as he stood face to face with Jof
| Dory. His finger never wavered

| was pointing steadily towards thi®:

g

‘ £t
| closed door a few feet to the left. "oy

| denly Letty Shaw rushed past
| with & loud shriek.

(7% bs continuedd

' Where Wight Is Right.
The opinfon of the strongest Is ®
Fenmno.

¥ {

standing ‘still upon the pavement with |

N~ e




