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The great completed dam with the power house
thrown open to navigation in June, and a boat

The power house is a

mammoth

and new lock are shown in this plcture which was taken from the lowa shore, and is the first of its kind ever printed. It gives a good idea of the Immensity of the enterprise. The lock was
is shown being locked through, while a second has already passed through and is speeding on northward through Lake Cooper.

bullding which

contains hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of the latest electrical machinery used in the development of power. This entire water power development plant cost $25,000,000 and Is now furnishing power at various points, Including

St. Louis, Mo.

Construction work was begun in January, 1910, and continuned until July of the present year.

promises to be a potent factor in changing the industrial map of the United States, turning a rich agricultural valley in a great manufacturing center. [

At times as many as 3,000 men were employed. The hydro-electric plant as It stands today Is the largest In the world and

Shifting Country’s Industrial Center]

—

Keokuk Dam Will Benefit Half a Nation

How $25,000,000 Hydro-Electric Plant at the Foot of the Des Moines Rapids Will Change
the Fertile Mississippi Valley Into A Great Manufacturing District, by the
Development of Cheap Electric Power.

The city of Keokuk, the

Jowa, Illinois and Missouri, the Mis-|
issippi valley and the entire United )

I

25,000,000 water power plant at the|

Btates will be directly and indirect-
ly benefited by the building of the

terest some big
necessary capital,

engineer and

Dream Has Come True.
Today the dream is realized. Keo-

states of!a year for many years striving to in- |feeling has existed all over the state,
the | especially in the southern part.

1
[
|

| agricultural wealth will not be dimin.|
|ished in the least. The big Keokuk!
| water power has simply given to the
What Missouri Recelves, | Migsissippi valley another big asset;|
Missouri, to which the longest trans- one that is the equal of any single as-.
mission line runs, i8 now recelving| get it now has, i

foot of the Des Moines rapids, which | kuk has its water power, and now the 60,000 horse power, or nearly one-} !
s now furnishing power to points 15~)?qucstion is, how is it going to effect | third of that which is marketed. This! i

miles away.
of this wonderful piece of work—one

2 pen picture of the changes which
the consumption of this power will
bring about.

When one grasps the economic
values in this water power building at
Keokuk, at the converging point of
the three states, in the very heart of
the rich Mississippi valley, and very
pear the geographical center of the
United States, one realizes that the
manufacturing center of the country
will be shifted by the new industrial
factor now formed in the middle west.
The assets of the commonwealth
adjacent to the great dam will be
appreciably increased. How much of
this benefit comes to the various lo-
calities depends largely upon what
the people do to conserve their own

l

| begun.

The story of the effects|the city?

In treating of the

it is possible to go back to more than
two years ago when the work was
With the invasion of work-
men—sometimes over 3,000 were em-
ployed—and other conditions that at-
tended the work, business in Keokuk
took a great spurt and for two years
all kinds of business enjoyed the
greatest prosperity of a half century.
Houses which for years had re

mained idle were rented: restaurant ! The great increase
newcomers; (around the

sprung up to feed the

theatres were patronized as never be-|power will make

United States will Feel Effects. |

Is delivered to St. Louls. Even the United States will feel the!

Along the |

| effects upon line it will be easy for cities to tap | far reacking influence of the greatl.collntry until the first decade of the
teeming with commerecial activity in|Keokuk it is not necessary to start|the transmission line and get FOWeT | Kaokuk power plant. P

with the completion of the dam, but|to run their factories.

When the ter.

| ritory contiguous to the water powr.-rf
Along the Mississippi river bewteen | 40 up, it will mean the bringing
Keokuk and St. Louls a big industrial{ o¢ 41 qustries from all over the coun-|
fileld should spring up. The sand in ¢yv Wity these industries will coms
the concrete of the big work came ,.,.16"and the center of population
from Missouri and much of the €€ |.p tyo aountry will be mere quickly
ment. The industrial sections belng‘;dmwn west, ag the movement has
prepared for new Keokuk is along the |y o) o0 coarg past. It will mean the
Des Moines river and will extend] 4

; foto Mi {siringing up of a new industrial cen- |
acm;xs the lowa state llne into Mis | ter in the United States.
souri.

The United Stateg government has
derived a great profit from the dam,
and it Is conservatively estimatea

in population
greatest water
increased

world’s
greatly

i
p 3 . {that t 0,0 )
fore; broken down business took on|values for means of sustenance and he benefit {s worth $10,000,00¢

new life,
temporary things
tangible enough to

noticed

interests, and how

tunities offered.

Keokuk’'s Prominent Advantage.

As to what manufacturing
can profit be done mnear this
argest of electrical installations few
problems are presented.
of nearly all raw
cheap and ads
and the location
Mississippl valley
ter route to ocean—the
fals are attractive
of manufacturing.

While
gain by the
emphasize
located
the power,
felt in
ritory.

sort of

materials, easy and
1ate ortation,

rancr
ransj

market

the

2 @astent-
to almost all forms
the

|
country a whole will

work only proper ta

the i

of being
near the distributing point of
ind egreat benefit

d the nearby ter-

will be

Keokuk an

A Product of the
Unlike
kind in
commercial

nost
which the ultimate object

gain, the building of the

greatest water power in the world
here at Keokuk was promoted Ly Keo-
kuk people and then capitalized
the buflders, rathey than promoted
the builders or captured (

This is one of the r
of the early history it oer

terprise which is now com 1fte
three years of actual construction
work. From the very first, the talk
about a dam at the foot of the rapids
was done Keokuk people They
were res ible in way for mos
of the early surveys and for the ne
essary legislation to make the pro-|

ject lemzally possible. They laid the

Proximity |

{
the center of the i

with a wat-| |

These were a few of the ! farm lands throughout northeast .\Hs~,
that were souri, but the increased values on ac-|
benefit the city. ';count of the power and manufacturing
But they merely went hand in hand center will extend all over Missouri|
progressive they|with the building of such a great pro- and beyond its borders.
are to take advantage of the oppor- |

ject, and now Keokuk has somethingz!

jreally big to look forward to.

A Regular Santa Claus.

The dam has given to
beautiful engineering work
atiracted and will attract
people from all over the world: it has
given a beautiful lake for over fifty
mlies on the Mississippi which prom-
3 10 be 2 great future drawing card;
s given deep water for sixty-five
along the river; it was given a
¢ that is the greatest in the coun-

already

trs

Now as to the future, The reailly
big thing Is the industrial outlook.
The dam means that 200,000 horse-
power of the cheapest kind has been

thrown upon the market right at Keo-
1k for consumption by factories and
+)
{ e

r Lower us
are bound

g agencies., Factories
the industrial

will be tre-

to come and
awakening in Keokuk
mendous

The

i

Keokuk a|
that has|

‘now has a rosy future—a future that|

‘and a big growth for tha town. !

!will be used to feed the surrounding |

great ater power develop-
ment means a new industrial era for
ec means the changing of a
cit h had existed in a;
comm ]

with its
yusiness, to
with its

tie {if the

limited
a city of nerv-
wonderful pos-

to

antages

people are {e
he o ¢ a »
the great and numerous agy

bilities,

Great Benefit to Three States.

The power d

ributing plant,
point of

being
11
potent
destinieg of

industrialls

lowa,
nois
faoe i
{facter in shaping

and Mis ur! will % .
1ssouri, will be a

the

these three states
lowa, whict

for years has retained
foundation for Hugh L. Cooper and|a proud supremacs in azricul :
never stood hi av. but gave 2 ‘0 agricuiture, 18
1ever s8tood in his way, but gave him!now given great possibilities from the
all the assistance possible T'he re-|production of its factc ries 1 a7
: | : e )V reason
sult is that although money has been|of the cheap electrir Dower that ¢
3 1 . ia | 1At can
secured from all parts of the world,|be furnighed to citieo iy S5 e
i 3 ne ate

the dam ig thoroughly a digtinctive | The power .

I 1 s I a I h v Nnow turnes ut 4 -
Keokuk undertaking. almost as ln‘!(‘l‘!l‘“n sufficient to ,w.“. lv :‘, 8 m',”l
R R e Fasansiy . in all the factories

&8 Keokuk people had built it in[wra!t-ni in Towa. And vet the factor

To go into detail
r~{.v"’; efforts

historically of the
of Keokuk peopla to bring
consummation of this $25
would be to
long for

about
400,000

the
enternrise write
f slory too

these columns
but it is

sufficlent to say that many
of the loyal citizens spent many

days | great interest {in the w¢

ies of the state are turp ng out pro
worth 83 1-3 per cent
farm products

The Iowa State Manufacturers’
sociation, the

new lowa factories, l’:n\

cducts each year

|
of the value of the
Asg

geeing possi

long ghown a
K.

| poses, it is a big task to predict what |

| rice, cotton and many other products

ilitfes for| furnished hy Keokuk jwiil enable this

The same | {ng center; but in dping so its great

{should be abla to make something big |
'out of the power and great activities

|cheap

i in real money.

|
The power company has glven to|
{

(Continued on page 5.) }
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Story of Forty Year Struggle

How Keokuk People Dreamed of Damming the Mississippi River and

Saw That Dream Realized Only When Hugh L. Cooper Came
. Along and Spent His Private Fortune.

The physicel construction of this ned. Various promoters appeared,
water-power plant in about two and raised drooping hopes and disappaar-
a half years shrinks, as an achlev&i ed. ’

ment, when compared with the forty! minally, prominent citizens of Keo-
years of constant endeavor and forty| yuk and Hamliton organized a corpor-
months of strenuous toll behind the| g¢ion to obtain the rights needed, pro-
engineering blue prints, mote the project and secure the engi

From that era of belligerent In. | neer and money to execute the enter-|
dians roaming over this part of the prge  The oity councils of Kokuk
and Hamilton appropriated public!
twentieth century was almost mded.'money' by unanimous consent of the
the people of Keokuk never ceased to| citizens, to this promoting corpora-
dream and plan and work for the de-|ton: and every cent of it later was
velopment of this water power. As 2 paid back Into the oity treasurics.
matter of cold fact, this was practic-| mhe jegislatures of Towa, Ilinots and!
ally impossible until the era of the wigsourf helped. Congress ordered a .
revival of concrete In America, “d,thorough investigation to “foguardf
commercially impossible untll engi' 41 rights ot the public; the commis-!
neering science applied to hydraulics gion  went into every phase of “__5

had incressed the efliclency of the tound no opposers to it, and n'pproved§

I turbine and electrical sclence appllanI it under proper regulations. Congress

to the dynamo and insulators had 1“';pnned the franchise act to the DWi
creaged the efficlency of the ganem‘.orl ple's promoting company early
and increased the radius of transmis- 1go5,

after various committee hear-|
gion of electrie current.

i Ings; the act provided that every de.
3 4 tail should be approved by the war
The People were Stickers, department, which meant that the

But the people kept eternally at it.| company should provide free lock, dry
They dreamed and talked and plan-|dock, motive power for them perpetu-

lnf

o
A

ally, and deep water navigation (o
many miles up the river aside from
supervision of the construction work

Chance Coming of Cooper,

Hugh L. Cooper, noted hydraulis
engineer was just fiuishing the largest
power plant at Niagara Falle whe
the Keokuk and Hamilton people wer
getting their legislation through con
gress. Beginning in Jamalca ani
working throuh Mexico and Braal
Mr. Cooper had beén building water
powsr developments o! constantly in-
creasing size until the maximum
seemed to have been reached in the
last plant at Niagara. But just thes
there fel]l into his hands an advertis:
ment an inch long issued by the Keo
kuk and Hamilton Water-Power com-
pany in 1905, showing by far the
largest job of developlng water-power
ever taken seriously up to that time

Mr. Cooper came west, examinel
the project, became interested in i

j undertook to build it, and finally het

nessed the Mississippl at the foot ¢!
the Des Moines rapids,

7’

(Continued on page b5.)

Illinois Has Advantage. | B

Iilinois, through the activity of| g
Hamilton, situated at the east end of|
the dam, has been closely associated |
with the building of a dam for a half |
century. The prominent and wealthy |
elitizens of Hamiiton spent much time|
and money working hand in hand with!
Keskuk peorle to bring about the|
project as it now stands complntedl
today. i

I.ike Keokuk, Hamilton has profited |
during the bufldinzg of the dam, and!

ghould mean wealth for its citizens|
The western part of Iliinois is well|
situated for receiving cheap power|
from the hydroeclectric piant. There |
ie a transmiesion line south and H\is!
{

small |
which

There are
western

territory.
towns In

many
I linois

are expected during the next few
yvears,

The three states of Towa, Hlinrlls‘
and Miesouri, because of their ad-|

vantageous locaticn around the power

nlant. will consume the power furnieh- |
ed Being the great agriculturall
gtates of the union, and with Im-|

mense rossibilities from the use of
power for manufacturing pur-|

the wealth of these states will be in|
the next few years.

Poasibilities for the Valley.
Turning lnoge 200,000 horse-power |
of cheap electric currént in one of
the valleys of the country—
the Miesiesippl valley—gives ‘rise to
tremendous possibiiities, |
The Missiesipp! valley is not oniy|
the riehest in the country but one of
the richest in the world. Its great|
regources are to bhe found in its corn, |
wheat, grain, Jumber, minerals, hides,

richest

FAR N

of the goll.
Instead of always
agricultural center, th

remaining an
electric powar

used to drop hundreds of yards of

territory to change | ter rushes

|
0 a manufactur. l

&
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This is a view of the great Mississippi river dam from the up stream side.
there are 119, locked deep in the bed-rock bo*tom of the mighty M Issiesippl to
the works and to do this building it was necessary to colfer-dam the river.

—
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concrete into the wooden forms. Between the spans

The lllustration shows the dam wall and the plers, of which

stand for ages. This wall was buiit from the 1llinols divislon of
On top of the wall are shown two traveling

cranes which were

of the dam have been bullt spiliways over which the wa-




