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Staff Correspondent of United Press Gives Picturesque 
Narratve of the Events of the Day in the Capital.; <VJ 
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HBy John a Nevin, Staff Correspond- ernment will take after tlrat salute Is 
ent of the United Frees.] , fired will be tor this government to 

WASHINGTON", April 19.—Another say and not for Huerta to demand, 
^'effort at delay—more quibbling—by; This was the exact situation at 1:45 

Huerta, was squelched today by Pres-.p. m. (eastern time) this afternoon. 
" ident Wilson himself. | From the sources highest in the gov-

Tills developed shortly after 10 a. \ eminent It was learned that the above 
m when It was learned that the preal | situation was the result of exchange 
dent and Secretary Bryan had been: of messages between (TShau^hnessy 
in communication and that immediate- • and Secretary Bryan, which startea 
lr afterward a code message was: yesterday afternoon and continued 
rushed to Charge 0"Shaughn«ssy at'the present time. 
Mexico City Secretary of State Bryan at his 

With characteristic effrontery, (home In Calumet place made a state-
' Huerta had asked CSbangtmeasy to ment that he believed Huerta was 
' get the United States to extend the j weakening. Bryan said h®. 

i 'time limit fixed in its ultimatum to before the time limit 
*- forty-eight hours. His excuse was that • would agree unconditionally to salute 

' he require the additional time the American flag. While Secretary 
* to consult bis cabinet and the Mexl-
rr>.can senators regarding the United 
^ States' demand. 
''to The request was submitted to Presl-

dent Wilson at White Sulphur Springs 
and promptly rejected. The president 

Zi- told Secretary Bryan to Inform Huer-
through O'Shaughnessy that yes-

ultimatum meant just what 
feta 

f' terday's _ 
it said and that Huerta must agree to 
salute the American flag and an-

l"Enounce this decision before 6 o'clock 
Pi tonight or accept the consequences. 

This word has been sent to 
vO*Sbaugbnessy and he is expected to 
* return Huerta's answer to the state 
'department within the next 
hours. 

the American flag. 
Bryan would not say so. it was learn
ed that if the salute is fired it will be 
returned and Admiral Mayo'a origi
nal proposition will be strictly ad
hered to letter for letter. Other high 

Mexico City Huerta hstf east the die 
of his future—for war or peace with 
America—made It an extremely grave 
occasion. 

It is expected that O'Sfoaughneesy s 
report on events at Mexico City can
not reach here until 9 or 10 o'clock. 

State department rules require 
cipher dispatches. If Huerta remain
ed silent up to the h"-r of expira
tion—6 o'clock, Mexico me, or 7:3<5, 
Washington time—Secretary Brya.. 
believes O'Shaughnessy could not put 
his fateful report into cipher, trans
mit It here and that cipher be trans 
lated In less than two hours. If it ,!• 
a long dispatch, three hours will be 
required. 

At the telegraph room were concen
trated representatives of the execu
tive and legislative departments. 
Ohief Clerk Davis of the state depart
ment sat anxiously by a telephone 
ready to call his chief. William Jen-

• • *6$ 

of Deli] 
by Huerta and Confer-

., slices During the 

THE CAPITAL WAS Qt 

officials of the government in touch nings Bryan, who exhausted by • day 
with the situation also interpreted 
Huerta's abandonment of bis simul
taneous salute demand as a distinct 
backing down and they also said 
they expected the crisis to pass with
out hostilities. One of them who bad 
examined all of the dispatches to date, 
said: 

"I think the worst is over. Huerta 
has one leg over the fence now, and 

few!We hope he will go the whole way." 
This belief was confined entirely 

Kn expert operator and translator to diplomatic circles. War prepara-
remained within call In the telegraph 
room of the state department while 
Secretary Bryan went to church. The 
secretary made arrangements to be no-
tifled there ,in case of emergency. 

Bryan would not discuss the situ-
- atlon. He would not even admit that 

M lie had been in communication with 
the president nor would he admit 

s,\- that it was the request for further 
*".'tta»e which readied him early this 

'morning and caused him again to 
characterize the situation as encour-

p aging but not final. 
Despite the secretary's reticence, 

it Is known that this was the case. 
O'Shaughnessy reported his delivery 
Of'the Wilson ultimatum and stated 
that Huerta had asked Immediately 
for additional time. That Is all that 
has come to the capital from Mexico 
City and it Is now (10:30 a. m.) ex
pected no further word will bs trans
mitted until Huerta has made up his 
Blind what his llnal action will be. 

m-

WASHIXGTON. April 19.—Oictar 
" tor Victoriano Huerta of Mexico— 

Still quibbling—has withdrawn his 
demand for a simultaneous salute by 

, the American fleet while the Mexican 
guns st Vera Cruz wipe out the Insult 

I' ' placed upon the American flag by 
|L Huerta's subordinates. 
1*2; Huerta has agreed to fire the sa-

lute as originally demanded by Hear 
; Admiral Mayo. But—and here is the 

yJt 4 obstacles—he has demanded that the 
u. United States assure him personally 
« through Charge O'Shaughnessy in 
' Mexico City tbaf if a salute of twenty-

one guns Is fired by Mexico, Admiral 
Mayo will return that salute. Presi
dent Wilson to this demand has sent 

" an emphatic refusal. He has told 
" O'Shaughnessy to tell Huerta that 

there will, be no dickering of any 
character. O'Shaughnessy shortly be
fore noon today told Huerta that the 
United States stands on the position 
it assumed last night. It demands 
that he formally agree before 6 o'clock 
to flre the salute as originally demand
ed by Rear Admiral Mayo. 

What subsequent action this gov-

tions continued. There was no halt 
in plans for the blockade of the Mexi
can coast and there was no let up in 
the preparations in the war and navy 
departments. Officers were at their 
desks regardless of the fact that the 
day was Sunday and the telegraph bu
reaus in most branches of the service 
were working overtime. At the head
quarters of the constitutionalist junta 
there was a generally pessimistic 
feeling. The men who have raised 
the cash for Carranza were very 
downcast. They do not believe that 
Huerta can yield. Refusing to be In
terviewed they privately asserted that 
if Huerta weakens he will be assasl-
nated before the week Is out, while 
if he remains adamant he will wreck 
the revolutionary cause through 
.force of public opinion and efferves
cent patriotism. 

Secretary Bryan said that he e*. 
pected the next word from O'Shaugh
nessy would reach him between 4 
and 5 o'clock this afternoon. Com
munication with Mexico City is reas
onably prompt and the code messages 
to and from the state department are 
being given the right of way. 

Secretary Tumulty left the white 
house for home before 2 o'clock and 
said he would not come back before 
6 o'clock unless sent for. He char
acterized the proposition of whether 
Huerta would yield as a good flfty-
firty betting proposition although he 
said that he believed Huerta would 
accept the terms of the United 

1 States. 

With 

WASHINGTON*, April 19—A little 
group of officials, their faces tense, 
convinced that they were about to 
gire the world news of a war, listen
ed vainly in the telegraph room of 
the state department at 7:36 tonight 
for word that President Huerta had 
made reply within the time limit of 
President Wilson's ultimatum. 

There was no message from Charge 
O'Shaughnessy at Mexico City. In 
reality none was expected for an 
hour or more, but the very fact that 
at 7:36, Washington time, down in 

! CRUISER DES MOINES IN MEXICAN WATERS 

\ 
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of waiting, had gone home for a brief 
period before a vigil he anticipated 
would last through m'ost of the nght. 
Secretary I>anlels was away for a bite 
to eat. High army officials were in 
the little room, waiting on the Morse 
message which they personally hoped 
would mean • President Wilson's call 
to them for active service. Arrange
ments had been mads to notify Sena
tor Shively, acting chairman of the 
foreign relation committee of Huer
ta's choice of war or peace. It will 
be Shively who will set In motion the 
legislative machinery for a Joint 
"war" session if Huerta has ignored 
Ame|ica's demands tor apology to 
the stars and stripes. 

Not since the fateful days following 
the blowing wp of the Maine has 
Washington so tensely watchful as 
today and tonight.. There was a 
thrill of expectancy in the air. De- j 
spite the fact that it was Sunday | 
night, the down town streets were | -
full of little knots erf people, await-j 
ing newspaper extras. The huge I jg READY 
state, war and navy building was 
lighted almost throughout, glowing 
out of a sombre night. * 

The white house executive offices' special Train 
just across the street were ablaze. 
There the telegraph operator sat with 
his hands on the key, ready to send 
the flash to President Wilson at 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., over 
a direct wire, the course that Huerta 
had chosen. . 

The day had been marked for tire 
most part by ominous silence. Chfcrge 
O'Shaughnessy had reported liriefly 
that Huerta, still quibbling, was de
manding a written promise on the 
part of the United States that his sa
lute of apology would be returned. 
He had apparently withdrawn the in
solent demand for a simultaneous 
gun for gun return. 

His latest request was as quickly 
rejected. Charge O'Shaughnessy was 
told to inform the dictator that the 
United States would require the sa
lute from him first and that it® 
course thereafter would be dictated 
by circumstances. High administra
tion officials said naturally that a sa
lute would be returned but they did 
not relish that Huerta should dictate 
the form of acceptance of his apology. 

Secretary of State Bryan main
tained an optimistic air. So did Sec
retary Tumulty. They both believed 
the crafty dictator would acquiesce 
and choose peace. Secretary of Navy 
Daniels returned at 4:30 from Cleve
land, Ohio. In his absence and after 
consultation with navy chiefs, it was 
decided to order the armored cruiser 
Birmingham and the tender Dixie, 
with the torpedo flotilla of twenty-two 
boats at Pensacola, to Join Rear Ad
miral Badger's fleet, now steaming 
southward to Tampico. At 6 o'clock 
the battleship Mississippi at Key 
West Is -ordered to proceed to Pensa
cola, there to embark five hundred 
marines and take aboard all aviation 
equipment. It was learned that the 
Birmingham and the Dixie carried 
two hydroplanes, with a corps of the 
navjr aviators. * * 

Wireless reports tonight to the 
navy department told that Rear Ad-
miral Badger's battleship fleet was 
makiug even better time on Its swing 
southward than had been expected. 
Badger reported that he now expected 
to be In Tampico by Tuesday night, or 
at the latest, , Wednesday morning. 
When he sU'efl from Hamrpton Roads 
it was not believed that he could 
reach the Mexican seaport beforer 
Wednesday. 

OVER THIS BIG AffiXICAN SEAPORT U.£. BATTLESHIPS WELL FROWN 

<i i Sunday Dlspatcfiss Tell 
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Mgrrssap*. 

' Birdaeys view of Vera Crux. 

Some of the U. S. battleships which are now on the way to Mexico will go to Vera Cruz, whers there is 
already a strone force under Rear Admiral Fletcher. In case of trouble with Mexico Vera Cruz would be the 
first city to be seized by Uncle Sam. It is the largest Mexican seaport 

HOW PRESIDENT $ 
SPENT SUNDAY 

Family at White Sulphur 

Springs Receiving Mes

sages From the 
Front. 

TO GO 
"i 

BACK 

Headed for Washing-

ton With Steam up and 

^.Prepared to. .. 
. Start. 

•m-, 
is 

and Miss Margaret Wilson, will ac
company him. i- * . K <,). , « 
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Wilson Not Excited. 
WHITE 8ULPHUR SPRINGS, W. 

Va., April 19.-7:80 p. m.—The hour 
on which his ultimatum to President 
Huerta expired found President Wil
son quletly dlnlng In his apartments 
In the Greenbrier hotel. He had not 
received any word from Secretary 
Bryan since a telephone message 
about 2 o'clock this afternoon. The 
president spent the day quietly, mak
ing the most of his rest preparatory 
to assuming charge of the united 
service as commander In chief of the 
army and navy. His address to con
gress, detailing events culminating in 
tlie present crisis and asking recom
mendations for future action was al
most completed.* The president "had 
worked away, with paper and pencil 
at odd moments during the day. He 
wired Charles Swim, his confidential 
stenographer at the white house, to 
be on hand tomorrow morning at 8 
o'clock to be ready to transcribe this 
rough draft, while the president pre
served a calm exterior, he had made 
'all preparations to rush to Washing-
ton in case of extraordinary emerg
ency. An engine with steam up stood 
hooked to his private car on the side
track. It was pointed toward Wash
ington. The president hoped, how-

BUILDING WHS 
BUSY LOCATION 

Htme of State, Navy and War 
partmanta Seldom li,^„ 

Scene of 8uoh 

- Buetle. T 

De-

EVERBODY IS OK JUMP 

All Expected Trouble Brewing Would 
*  B u r s t  B e f o r e  N i g h t f a l l ~  ' •  

Sunday 
Eve. 

on 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W. 

Va.. April 19.—President Wilson 
reached here at 8:80 (central) today. 
He went Immediately to bis apart- _ 
ments in the Greenbrier Hotel. No ever, not to be forced to leave until 
messages had been received for him 
from Washington- during the night. 

As an evidence that the president 
considers the Mexican situation like
ly to require his Instant attention, he 
ordsred hi* private car turned around 
to face toward Washington end en en
gine attached to it, with steam up, so 
that he might make a hurried dash 
to Washington If news came requir
ing his immediate attention. 

The private wire by which the pres
ident will keep In touch with the white 
house was opened in the Greenbrier 
hotel at 8 o'clock. It was believed 
that the communication received by 
Secretary Bryan in Washington from 
Charge O'Shaughnessy after midnight 
had been transmitted to the presi
dent's private car during the night. 
The president, however, left orders 
not to be disturbed except in case of 
extraordinary emergency and his 
wishes were respecteq. 

It was a beautiful fun-ehlny morn
ing and the president appeared to en-
Joy It. His face was not nearly so 
careworn as yesterday when he sent 
liis ultimatum to Huerta. Former 
Preeldent Taft was understood to 
have engaged a suite of rooms here 
today and speculation was rife wheth-. 
er Wilson would meet and copffir with 
his predecessor. 4 j 

However, Professor Tart aia not! 
arrive on the morning train and it 
was learned that the former president 

in Syracuse, New York, yester-

the regular train at 11 p. m. He. 
planned to leave the hotel at 10 p. 
m and board his oar. Arrangements 
had been made io keep in touch with 
Washington both up to the time he 
left and while he . was. enroute_ to 
Washington. s -* 

—Read the want column. " ' " 

ACCOMPANY FLEET 
TO MEXICAN WATERS 

day afternoon. The president was 
plainly gratified at the improvement 
he noted In Mrs. Wilson's health. He 
planned to spend a quiet Sunday here 
—unless there should be news from 
Washington, when the -president was 
ready to break records in a dash 
back to the national capital. 

The message from O'Shaughnessy 
which Bryan in Washington at mid
night declared was "encouraging but 

was read by the presl [ not definite 
CALL FOR HiBLF | dent at breakfast. It was learned 

FROM AMERICANS i that the president's reply to Bryan 
(Continued from page 1.) was to tell O'Shaughnessy that the 

"Send 
soon,' is the 

Des Moines. 

• IS? T.»pl», h.. . tot.1 todto, f„,e« of 2.500 

I United States will stand on the ulti-
A trnnna matum dispatched yesterday. American troops, The prestdent nfUMd to disclose 

Correspondent S ' the O'Shaughnessy dispatch but It was 
In-nlv means of saying: with his intimated that it contained nothing 

I J a /ItcLVKror i« leading to any hope of settlement of limited code that the danger is ;the cr^B 
The president announced that he 

would remain In bis apartments all 
morning. This afternoon he plans to 
take a drive with Mrs. Wilson, and 
probably attend church at 3 o'clock. 
There are no morning services at 
White Sulthur Springs. 

When the president returns, Mrs. 
I Wilson and his daughters, Mrs. Sayre 

words 
Mexi 
used, 

/ 
-

'great. Of course the 
|"American troops" or 
lean troops" were not 
I code expressions being neces
sary to hide the import of the 
call for help from Huerta's of-

, i, «• - '5 X • t . • 

Ik 

£* 

[United Press Leasee* Wire Service.] 
WASHINGTON, April 19.—The sol

emn solid granite building, which 
houses ths state, navy and war de
partments, was the scene today of un
warranted activity. Where on other 
| days only a few sleepy messengers 

stand guard against visitors, today 
there was a bustle of work In many 
branches. 

The bureau of fleet operations of 
the navy department was manned by 
a full staff, keeping in touch each min
ute with the chart that marks war 
vessels Mexico bound. The bureau of 
navigation was open; the offices 
the secretary of navy and Admiral 
Blue were In action while In the 
state department anxious aids follow-
ed the code reports from Mexico. 

The secretary of state himself was 
expected to stay "on the lid" all day. 

From the messengers to the highest 
official, there was an impression of 
serious trouble—brewing up to burst 
before nightfall. " -1" r 

WARNING SENT 
TO ALL FOREIGNERS 

Americans and Othpr* Invited to Get 
en Board U. 8. Ships at 

Vsra Crux. •-* 

[United Press Lease'tf Wire Serviced 
VERA CRUZ. April 19.—United 

States Consul Canada stationed at 
Vera Cruz today advised all consul
ates throughout Mexico, foreign as 
well as American, that Secretary Bry* 
an has instructed him to state that 
all refugees will be well taken care 
of at Vera Cruz by the UnSe®. States , 
Canada strongly hinted I* hi# mes» j t®? a United 
srge that thsy should start for this i dent ] 
port at once 

No Signs of Dictator Coming t>o„ 
From His Lofty Perch 

During the 
Afternoen. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service I 
CITY OF MEXICO, April 19.—(Ceij 

sored.)—Local newBpapars have be 
permltt5d to print reports of the ap 
proach of the American fleet to Mexil 
can waters, but it apparently has haJ 
little effect as the people in general 
ara not advised of the negotiation* 
that hare been in progress betveeJ 
General Hureta and President Wilson! 
The city was quiet last night Indll 
cations were that Sunday, th9 chlal 
holiday of the week for Mexican*] 
would be celebrated as usual. 

El Imparclal, the government or<| 
6an, under the heading "No reason 
for alarm," says: "A great nation like 
our neighbor would dishonor itself by 
si tacking Mexico. It would take tlmel 
and an enormous expenditure ot| 
money. We must encourage the mili
tary spirit and make every effort tol 
Increase the army and be preTMrtll 
for eventualities. Now that the cry 1 
has bsen raised that the fatherland la] 
In danger and that a stranger is .in
vading our country, it may put an eod ] 
to our dissensions and cause all Mex
icans to unite to defend the flag to 
the death. 

"Fortunately no such danger exists 
and It is foolish to becom» frightened 
at shadows." y 

jXAft Noon. 
MEXICO CITY, April 1#.—(Cen-

sored.)—President Huerta and his 
cabinet at noon had not yielded to 
the demands of the United States 
that Mexico agres to salute the flag 
at Tamploo by six o'clock. There 
is no prospeot that they will agree to 
do so. The capital is quiet. 

General Huerta, It was learned a* 
the foreign office, wants further as
surance than that given toy Admiral 
Mayo in the original negotiations that 
th® Mexican salute will be returned. 
It appeared certain here that th» die-
tator would not recede from his posi
tion before the time limit set forth in 
the ultimatum of President Wilson. 

[This mssage received from th« 
United Press staff correspondent in 
Mexico CI'* carries the approval of 
the Mexican government as It was 
passed by the censor. It was not 
sent in code.l^ : 

At 2:00* O'clock. 
[By staff correspondent of the United 

Press.] 
MEXICO CITY, April 19.—(Cen

sored.)—At 2 o'clock this afternoon 
(3:36 New York time). General Huer
ta had shown no signs of inclining to 
the United States. No settlement be
ing in sight. Charge O'Shaughnessy 
went for an auto ride through the 
park. O'Shaughnessy was up through
out the night engaging In repeated 
•conferences with the dictator and hi® 
advisers. v * * 

Two Hours Later. 
[By a staff correspondent of 

United Press.l 
MEXICO CITY, April 19-—(Cen

sored.)—At four o'clock this sfter-
noon. Charge O'Shaughnessy was 
making a last attempt to bring about 
a settlement with the Mexican gc>v« 
ernment. After a conference with 
General Huerta, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Portillo returned to his office 
whers he received 0'Shaughness>« ||| 
The conference on which the decision 
of the government will probably os 
hinged, then began. 
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Statement from Bojas. 
staff correspon-

,n ai once. i MEXICO CTTY, April 
Rear Admiral Fletcher commanding f sored.) Senor Portillo Y. ( 

lean minister of foreign affairs, to 
night issued the following statement 
after his conference with Nelson 
O'Shaughnessy, American charge 

d'affais: 
"Mexico . has made her last oner-

We suggested that if a simultaneous 
reciprocal salute was not agreeable to 
the United States. O'Shaughnessy and 
I should sign a protocol in which the 
United States would agree to salut> 
the Mexican flag after we had saluted 
the Amerkian flag. This the United 

I American vessels here, went aboard 
the Essex soon after tha arrival of 
the British -warship and was in con
ference with Admiral Craddtock for 
several hours. - -

. 

Wilson Salutes Flsg. 
[United Press l>easei} Wire. Service.] 

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W. 
Va., April 19.—President Wilson sa
inted a flag here to3hy. It was not 
a Mexican banner: it was the stars| 
and stripes. On a walk with Mrs, 
Wilson the president met Ave yean, States has refuse®. 
old Albert "Billy" Claburgh of River-( TTnit«* Press correi 
side I>rive, New York cfty, who was To theUnltedPre _orda: 

carrying an American flag. The prasl- dent added these sign Jcant woirds 
4Iov-r of-children, .ibook 1 "81* °'"><* <*«* 
•*T""y>" hand .ml O.™ _jfobW.lT wUh | SH n... ih.t Ui 
his mind full of the crisis over the 

La .1 .A** rL* sitae-

Captain William S. Sims (top) aat 
Bear Adaural Frank E. Beatty. - , 

Huerta salute, the president raised 
his hat to the flag In the boy's hand. 

The president and Mrs. Wilson en-
Joyed an hour's rest, seated on a 
bench from which tbey could obtain a 
view of the coif links. - s. •, 

. . . .  w  - j  

sor refused to pass the news that, i 
negotiations were off. . i •; 

Father's Day. 
ntlier a day Is any day he i« 

to get oat and hustle for the wt 
withal.—Detroit News. 
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