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Mutiny on Board/Greek Liner Thessalonika 

 ̂When Passengers Were Not Per-
,*.. xnitted to be Transferred. 
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1 SUPPUES WERE GETTING UW 
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Ship Abandoned at Sea After All Were Taken 
p ;•-,>< Off by Steamers Which Came to 
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{United Preu LmimI WItb Serrlc*] 
N0W YORK, Jan. 7r-When 177 

{nssengers of th» abandoned Greek 
liner Thessalonika, together with two 
of the crew landed her* today frqpi 
the steamship PlLtgla, they told a vtvld 
story of their sufferings at sea and of 
a mutiny aboard the Thessalonika, in 
which all but three of the vessel's 
complement turned a*ainst Captain 
Oouiandls. 

The steerage passenger* led the op­
position to Captain Goulandis and on 
the night of December 26, stormed the 
orldge as the vessel tossed helpless­
ly in a torriflo storm, only to find the 
ship's commander sleeping soundly, 
one passenger said. Captain Ooulan-
4is repelled the paasengsra, driving 
them below. 

William Williams, tor three years a 
Keinber of the second United States 

. Rivalry, on ̂ nty oa tha Dordnr, acted 
as tpô stnil for-(lis passengers to­
day. Williams returned to Oreece to 
visit his mother and embarked at 
Athens, November 16. 

"On December 21, -we ran Into a 
hurricane which started some of the 
trail plates, causing water to flood the 
engine room," said Williams. "The 
leak was not serious, however, and the 
crew soon pumped 'out the engines. 

"The trouble began on December 22, 
when a second storm overtook the 
Thessalonika. The steamship Stam-
falia of the Italian line answered our 
calls for help and stood by. WHen 
Captain Goulandis refused to allow a 
transfer of passengers, the steerage 
passengers went above and demanded 
that the Stampalla tow us to port. 
The captain refused and as the Stam­
palla steamed away, tfie steerage pas­
sengers gathered on the wave-swept 
deok about a little altar and prayed 
all night long, led by' Father Rallis 
Traltos. Christmas was pleasant and 
clear, but all hands were nearly fam-

. lshed, for we had had ho meat for flf-
tee days and were living on half a 
cup of water a day. 

"The real mutiny broke December 
: 46, when the storm swept ' away, a 
small boat. On the night ,ot Decem­
ber 28, contrary to Captain Goulandis' 
orders. Chief Officer Nlkol Orlo-ff 
sent a wireless message to the United 
States government, asking aid, signed 
"Steamship Thessalonika." 

"Forty-one women and twenty chil­
dren, four of them infants, were trans­
ferred to the Patris at daybrean, Janu­
ary 2. The men waited and aB the 
•ea was comparatively calm, there 
was no trouble." * 

Williams said the Patris arrived 
while the Thessalonika was dickering 
with the steamer Ftorizel for a tow to 
New York. Negotiations with the 
Florisel ware dropped and the Patris 
made three efforts to tow. The lines 
snapped each time and the third 
time, during a storm, the vessels 
drifted apart 

Captain Zagoras of the Patris said 
the Thessalonika was unabla to sig­
nal her position correctly, owing to 
the absence of the sun. He said he 
believed the Thessalonika most still 
be afloat though her sea oooka have 
been open many hours. 

The Anchor Line freighter Perugia 
Is bringing in the Thessakmlka's 
crew and Captain Goulandis. . ^ 

Escaped Frew* Pursuer.' 
MAJRSK1LJLJ98, jan. ^..—Tho French 

steamer Jdeln#Bt rac»d tato ItefMUes 
today after eluding a swHttaviaa wnlch 
pursued het through the Mediterrane­
an. The sifbmiriim* fifed ait lefest 
one hundred shells alter the fleeing 
steamer, but none a*. U«i struck. 

The Heinam Is one of the fleet of 
liners owned by the MeSsagerles Mari­
time company and Is a sister ship of 
the Kamak, which arrived In Mar­
seilles yesterday after a thrilling 
chase by a submarine. She was en-
route from" Calcutta to this port when 
attacked. ' Officers of the Melnam 
told stories similar to those related 
by the Karoak*s officers upon their 
arrival • here yesterday. They agreed 
that the attacking sebmerslble Wat a 
big and speedy craft and said that she 
mounted two guns, one forward and 
one aft. 

Several of the submarine's crew 
were on deck and could be seen plain­
ly through the glasses, officers said. 
The Melnam sigzagged throughout the 
chase, uereral shells fell a few rods 
astern any one went screaming over 
the ship. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
LONDON, Jan. 7.—The government'e 

Position le most critical today. Faced 
first by Mtter hostility of labor to­
ward Its conscription bill, the cabinet 
found Itself aleo under heavy fire'be­
cause of the Dardanelles failure. 

The London preee today divided 
epaoe between accounts of the action 
ef the national Jabor oengreea In con­
demning the conscription bill, editor­
ial denunotation ef the government's 
Dardaneilee policy and the debate in 
parliament last night preceding the 
first vote on conscription. 

General ten Hamilton's final report 
on the Dardanelles, frankly ascribing 
th« British defeat to the government's 
failure to eend reinforcements he aek-
ed, was printed In the morning pape.rs 
today. The oppoeltlon newspepere 
eelzed upon K as another basis for 
editorial attack on the Aaquith minis­
try, ualng the Lloyfl George accuea-
tlon: "Too late." 

Powerful men of all partlee, how­
ever, are coming to the government's 
assistance to prevent a general elec­
tion in the midst of the .world war. 
The ooneorlptlon oriels that threatena 
a cabinet upheaval, at the eame time 
la welding together many dlecordant 
grotqss In parliament In support of the 
Aequlth ministry. Some of the most 
bitter opponents of conscription sre 
using their Influence to stem the talk 
efa general election, believing it 
might hMve a serious effect upon Eng­
land's fortunes In the war. On the 
other hsnd, seversl leading supporters 
of the government declare they would 
welcome a general election. They 

HIM DOWN 
LIKE A 

Prison Guards Chased Man 
< 'Over the Roof While .. 

\ T Execution Was' * 
Halted. 

MADE WARDEN WEEP 

Witnesses W?a 
Condemns A 

/ 
> * 

an Hour Until the 
an Was Brought In 

Strapped to 
Chair. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
OSS1NING, N. Y., Jan. 7.—A sen­

sational chase of an escaped prisoner 
over the roof of Sing Sing early to­
day delayed the execution of Antonio 
Ponton, a young Porto Rlcan, and 
gave prison officials one of the most 
harrowing hours that has marked the 
killing of men by order of the state 
in months. 

Deputy Warden Spencer Miller 
broke down and wept following the 
execution, over the fact that he had 
been forced to direct the killing of 
a fellow man. The identity of the 
esoaped prisoner and how b£ came 
to be able to make the break for lib­
erty ^ were closely guarded secrets. 
The fact that there had been an es-

. .. . ___ | cape and capture was not known by 
beljeve the j witnesses of the execution. Head acrtptlon by overwhelming majorities 
and return the Asqutth ministry to 
power, armed with a vote of oonfldence 
that would stifle ths opposition for the 
balanoe of the wsr. Another source of 
gratification to the government's sup­
porters today, was the fact that op­
ponents of eonsortptlon rallied only 
10S vgtss on ths first reading of the 
b,ll' to ^ yw run down 

•be iselgnitlen lTOm ine rmmetry-
Sf Arthur Hsndereon, labor member, 
a nd of twp other eWoe re, an under 
secretary and lord eommlesloner of 
the treasury, revived rumors that 
other cabinet members would quit, 
though tha reports were not generally 
credited. 

Admittedly one of the most serloue 
factors In the whole situation was the 

Keeper Dorner, however, was forced 
to leave the death chamber after 
making preparations for Ponton's 
death. After the prisoner was cap­
tured, he returned and the oondenmed 
man was led in. 

From 5:16 until 6.15 witnesses 
were kept waiting In the warden's 
quarters while tye escaped prisoner 

" " guards. _ 
After tfhe' exW^tl^' ^eputy 

den Miliar wept as be talked to re­
porters.. He made a brief speech, at­
tacking capital punishment as the 
worst blot on the twentieth century. 
The execution of Ponton is the first 
since Warden Kirchwey took charge 
at Sing Sing. Kirchwey r^erated 
that he intended to inaugurate a pol­
icy of preventing newspaper men 

make spectacles of them and only 
three reporters saw Ponton go to his 
death. 

Revolution In China. 
[United Pfress Leased Wire Service.] 

PEKIN, Jan. 7.—Practically the en­
tire province of Yunnan is now in 
revolt, it was officially admitted to­
day. 

Communication with Yunnan has 
been entirely interrupted for two 
days. The rebels are reported to 
number nearly 50,000. 

Government troops marching into 
Yunnan are expected to come in con­
tact with the rebel forces within 
forty-eigbt hours. 

PEACE PARTY THREATENED 
• SEVERAL LAW SUITS 

Delegates Are Worried About 
Their doming Trip Through 

 ̂Germany." \ 

|By Charles P. Stewart, United Press 
Staff Correspondent^ 

COPENHAGEN, Jan. 7.—Life for 
•JJje Ford peace party is just one 
threatened law suit after another. 

The Bennet Tourist agency today 
'threatened to sue for fifty thousand 
kroner ($13,600), alleging the Ford 
illeutenants cancelled reservations for 
i?»Wp voyage to The Hague, after get-
fjjn* permission to travel by land 
through Germany. They presented a 
iJ?*y w *>e sued" ultimatum while the 

leaders were packing their lug-
*a£e for through Germany. 

Rexford Holmee, discharged head of 
Ford crew of stenographers, was 
threatening suit for slander to-

®*y, though Copenhagen attorneys ad-
"jjed him an action was Impractic­
able. To add to the gayety of the 
»*rty. the Danish newspapers are 
printing lurid reports about tlje Austro-
Ame rlcan situation. Some of the 
5*c1fl»ta are growing more nervous as 
-«» hour for the trip throarh Germany 

Tfcsy fear trouble b ŝ-

thlnly veiled hint dropped by Preei- from witnessing executions merely to 
dent Bellamy of the rallwayjnen'e un- ' " 
Ion, ths* a railway strike might follow 
an attempt to enforce conscription. 
Bellamy declared at the labor con­
gress that compulsion was a direct 
blow at organised labor and said It 
might arouee passions "thst even the 
king's government might not be able 
to oppose." 

Both the Dally Mall and Dally Tele­
graph today expressed the view that a 
general election almost certainly will 
follow as a result of labor's opposition 
to conscription. . 

"The consensus of opinion among 
members of parliament, notwithstand­
ing the labor vote, is that a vast ma­
jority of the people of the country fa­
vor compulsion," said the Mail. "The 
government may* take advantage of 
the labor vote to obtain the mandate 
of the country and so dispose of crit­
icism. 

Some members of the government 
believe that an election is Inevitable 
and aleo that It Is the best solution of 
the difficulties. 

tween America and the central em­
pires may break out while they are 
on German soil. The Danes are full of 
horrible stories about the war bread 
Interned persons in Germany must eat. 

Mayor Llndhagen, of Stockholm, has i 
resigned from the Swedish peace dele-j 
gation on a plea of too( much busi­
ness, but four other Swedes have ar­
rived here, increasing the Swedish 
delegation to ten. 

Among the Danish peace delegates 
Is Louis Fraenkel, a Zionist who ex­
pects to make the nationalization of 
Palestine one of the conditions of 
peace. 

Before leaving for The Hague, the 
Ford steering committee contributed 
12,700 to Copenhagen peace societies. 

l>. S. McClu're, New York publisher, 
who led the 'Insurgents*- in the battle 
aboard the Oscar H, has left the party 
and Is en route to Berlin. 

Efforts are being made to eliminate 
Judge Ben B. Ltadsey from a position 
of prominence as one of the peace 
leaders. ¥V>rd lieutenants on the steer. 
Ing committee think the Denver judge 
a bit too skeptical about the success 
of the enterprise. 

Dr. Cfcas. F. Aked, of San Francisco, 
asked newspaper men to deny a re­
port that he has resigned his pastor­
ate. Cable dispatches carried the 
stoer ta Oopenhagoa. , 

. - ' a  

DARDANELLES FAILURE. 
LONDON, Jan. 7.—The whole Dar­

danelles failure may be subjected to 
an official Inquiry, It was reported 
today, as the result of General Ham­
ilton's report. General Stopford, men­
tioned by General Hamilton, has de-
manded that the war office make an 
Immediate Investigation of the Suvla 
bay failure, the Pall Mall Gazette an­
nounced. 

General Stopford, who won honors 
In Egypt and in the Boer war, was 
severely criticized by General Hamil­
ton'" In his report on the British de­
feat at Suvla bay. He was relieved 
of command of his division and re­
turned to London. 

"The division generals were inform-
ed that In view of the Inadequate 
artillery eupport, General Stopford 
did not wish them to make frontal 
attacka on entrenched positions,™ said 
General Hamilton In one section of 
his report. "Within the terms of this 

(Continued, on page 2.) 

I 
[United Press Leased Wire Service. J 

BERLIN, (via wireless to Sayville) 
Jan. 7.—Italy received $400,000 from 
the alliee for signing the London 
treaty agreeing not to make a sepa­
rate peace, the Swiss newspaper Nei^e 
Zeurlcher Zeltung declared today. 
The Swiss paper also asserted that 
one clauae of the treaty Is directed 
agates* tha vatican. 

Reporter* to be Barred. 
OSSINING, N. Y„ Jan. 7.—George 

W. Kirchwey, new warden of Sing 
Sing and former dean of Columbia 
law school, will not permit newspaper 
men to witness executions in the 
prlBon because he believes descrip­
tions of men going to their death 
will make the American people vic­
tims of a bloodlust. Kirchwey was 
asked today to explain his position, 
following the announcement that re­
porters would hereafter be barred 
from the Sing Sing death chamber. 

"Many of my friends believe execu­
tions should be public," Kirchwey 
told the United Press. "Thomas Mott 
Osborne told me be would stace exe­
cutions in Central park. Invite- the 
public and make the affairs as ter­
rible as possible, hoping tnereby to 
quicken the aljplishment of capital 
punishment. 

"That would not turr people against 
capital punishment. On the contrary, 
It would teach tUe u to tove it. The 
more executions th-* saw, •h-> mcrcj 
they would want to see. All history 
proves that my principle is exempli­
fied in prize fighting. Before I saw 
my first knockout fight, I was against 
prize fighting, because it was brutal. 
After 1 saw that knockout and felt 
the call of the blood, the longing as 
the man fell to the floor was to 
jump up and yell 'Kill him! Kill him!' 

"I am now against prize fighting be­
cause it is so dangerously fascinat-

[By Oarl W. Aokerman, United Press 
8taff Correspondent.] 

BERLIN, Jan. 7.—Germany will 
send no armies to the Suez canal, it 
Is generally believed here.a Turkish 
forces, officered to some extent by 
Germans and supplied with munitions 
from Berlin, will constitute ths foroe 
that will Invade Egypt 

Dlsouaaion of the Egyptian cam­
paign, tha chief Item of Interest here 
for several week* was revived today 
by statements in the English preas 
deriding the possibility that Germany 
could hold her lines elsewhere and 
send troops to the 8uez. 

It was pointed out here that the 
Turks now have an army of more 
than 1,000,000 men in the field. With­
in a short time they will be well 
equipped. It Is understood that Ger­
man officers who have lived In Egypt 
and understand the problems of an 
Egyptian campaign, -will be assigned 
to the Invading armies. 

It is now possible for the Germans 
to send supplies to Constantinople 
and thenoe to Damascus within a 
short time. Within a few days a new 
tlms table will go Into effeot, show­
ing fast trains running from Berlin 
to Constantinople in thirty-nine hours. 
Before the war, the trip took fifty-
nine hours. Improvements on the 
Serbian portion of the road by Ger­
man englnere has made It possible 
to reduce the time. 

Retirement of the alliee from a part 
of their positions at the Dardanelles 
is characterized by German military 
men as only another Indication of 
the haphazard policy of the entente 
powers In the far east. 

It la believed here that thess foraea 
have been sent to SsUonlka and Egypt. 

The altuation In Greece has for the 
time being lost Interest, .in view of the 
possibilities of the Egyptian campaign. 
Military crltloa here deolare that de­
spite the allies' extensive prepara­
tion at Salonika, the Bulgarians can 
aweap them into the sea any time they 
want to cross the Greek frontier. 
Enough Austro-German submarines are 
In the Mediterranean to Infliot disas­
trous loeeee-upon .transport* carrying 
th» retreating Ahgto-Fteneh troops 
.fi^^m Salonika. 

1 OVERTURES FOR PEA£JE. 
LONDON, Jan. 7.—Count Okuma, 

Japanese premier, told interviewers 

DOLLAR 
Safe Blown Open in St. Paul Internal Revenue 

Office and Big Package of Stamps 5  ̂
Stolen Last Night. A 

0 

ARE WORTH THEIR FACE IN VALUE 
5 i - v 

Robbers Escaped in Automobile With Three 
Hundred Pounds of Stickers and Also 

' Quite a Little Cash. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

(Continued on page 2.) 

NOTICE 
The subscription price of 
The Daily Gate City by 
mn.il has been $3.00 in the 
towns and $2.50 on rural 
routes. These two differ­
ent rates have caused so 
much confusion and dis­
sat i s fac t ion  that  a f ter  
February 1, 1916, there 
will be but one price for 
(the daily by mail and that 
$3.00 per year. 
The subscription price of 
the daily in Keokuk re­
mains the same—10 cents 
per week. ̂  

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
SALONIKA, Jan. 7.—Two hundred 

thousand Bulgarian, Austrian and 
German troops are now massed along 
the Greek border ready for a com­
bined invasion and assault against the 
allies defending Salonika. The blow 
In all probability will not be long de­
layed. The Bulgarians are advancing 
in great masses between Doiran and 
Gieglevi, according to despatches re­
ceived here today. Fifteen thousand 
others are concentrated around Mon­
astic A single division is now re­
ported operating against the Serbs in 
Albania. Four German divisions have 
moved down the Nlsh-Salonika rail­
way, taking up positions behind the 
Bulgarian center, French airmen re­
ported today. They asserted that at 
least seven Bulgarian divisions are 
now within a few hours march of the 
Greek border, while others are ad­
vancing to the attack. 

The greatest confidence exists 
among Anglo-French officers here, 
i no allies have established a strongly 

fortified .line extending in a thirty-
seven mile semi-circle about the bay 
of Salonika. 

The Anglo-Frenejh forces near the 
v_reek border>Vars|fexpected to fall 
back to this JDne, If attacked by su­
perior forces;''. 

READY FOR ATTACK. 
LONOON, Jan. 7.—Reports of Count 

Tlsza's speech before the Hungarian 
parliament, denouncing the arreet of 
Austrian and German consuls at Sal­
onika strengthen the belief that the 
central empires are preparing to be­
gin the attack on Salonika. 

"We are ready to give efficient help 
to Oreece in order to help her safe­
guard her sovereignty," said Count 
TIsza. 

RUSSIA 
[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 

LONDON, Jan. 7.—Russian aviators 
have bombarded the railway station 
at Czernowitz several times in the 
last few days, according to Bucharest 
dispatches today. The Slavs have 
captured two sections of Austrian 
trenches west of Rarancze, a few 
miles from Czernowitz, and are ham­
mering the Austrian front with artil­
lery of aU calibre, 

[United Press Leased Wire Sea-rice.] 
ST. PAUL, Minn., Jan. 7.—Robbers 

last night broke into the offices of 
the internal revenue offices In the old 
federal building, blew the safe and 
escaped with fl,000,v00 in Internal 
revenue stamps. 

The stamps which weighed between 
800 and 400 pounds, were taken away 
in an automobile. 

: •' J 
Also Some Cash. 

ST. PAUL, Minn., Jan. 7.—One mil­
lion dollars worth of Internal revenue 
documentary stamps, weighing 300 
pounds, and between $4,000 and $8,000 
in currency, ware taken from the in­
ternal revenua department hers last 
night. 

How the robbers entered the build-
in. located In the heart of St. Paul's 
business dlftrict, Is unknown. The 
-janitor, in opening *ite_ offices of the 
department, discovered the theft. 
Tracks of an automobile in the alley 
behind the building, led police to be­
lieve an astomobile had been nsed to 
carry away the bulky btamps. 

The robbers were apparently unable 
to get away with $1,500 worth of 
stamps, which they took from the 
vaults and left in the building. 

Federal officials declared that the 
stamps are negotiable and worth at 
least half a million dollars to the rob­
bers, if they can dispose of them at 

half the pxloa secured by the gin si ii 
ment. 

The documentary stamps are used! 
on deeds, mortgages, express packages 
and in many commercial transactions. 
They range In value from half a cent 
up to $509 each. 

Polloe later believed the robbers 
had entered the building before clos-; 
ing hours last night, secreted them-> 
selves within the building and started! 

drilling the safe as soon as the build­
ing was quiet. The vault was sleo-
trloally drilled before tha charge ofi 
explosives was used. ^ > 

•$' V;C.''"H"' 
Cannot Trrte Kwiiilf 

OHIQAOO, Jan. 7^—Internal rmm 
officials here declared today that it 
was not uncommon tor offices in cities 
as large as SL Paul to have mora 
than a million dollars worth of 4oeax 
mentary- Stapips jin-hand atjone 
The documentary stamps are the most 
negotiable of all Internal revenue 
stamps, they said. They are. In tha 
form of ordinary postage stamps and 
are sold by banks and by some est 
press companies. 

Robbers who secured thovsands of 
dollars worth of stamps from tha 
Peoria offices recently, evidenuy have 
disposed of them successfully, an offi­
cial declared. 

They are not numbered, sod there 
is not much opportunity of tracing 
them. 

Judge 8hlraa Is Dead. 
[United Press Leased Wire Servtoe.] 

DUBUQUE, Iowa, Jan. V—A tele­
gram from Seabreeze, Florida^ today 
announces the death there of Judge 
O. T. Shiras, United States" district 
Judge, retired. 

Judge Shiras was prominently 
known here for many years and was 
for a long time Judge of the north­
ern Iowa district. Judge ana Mrs. 
Shiras left for Florida some time ago 
where he was taken ill. Shiras re­
tired from the federal bench several 
years ago. 

Express Depot Burned. 
[United Press Leased Wire Sendot] 

CINCINNATI, Ohio, Jan. 7.—Four­
teen carloads of expressp valued at 
$150,000 were destroyed in a fire at 
the Adams Express company's depot 
today. The loss to building and fix­
tures was estimated at an additional 
$70,000. 

More than $300,000 in paper money; 
believed to have been lost, was saved. 
Flames did not penetrate the vaults. 
The fire started from defective wiring. 
Five hundred and fifty men were em­
ployed at the depot. 
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NOT ENOUGH EVIDENCE 
TO SEND A PROTEST S 

Government's Hands Are Tied 
Until More Can be 

Ascertained. 

[United Press leased TTTre Service] 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 7.—Cabinet 

and congressional councils today con­
sidered Americu's policy regarding 
the sinking of the liner Persia. At 
the first cabinet meeting in a month, 
the president and Secretary Lansing 
presented the scant evidence gathered 
regarding the catastrophe. The sen­
ate and house foreign committees, 
meeting for the first time since recon­
vening of congress, took up the Persia 
incident informally and mapped out a 
plan of co-operation with the white 
house and state department. 

All officials admitted this govern­
ment's hands are tied until further 
evidence ie produced. This is hoped 
for from Austria, following Ambassa­
dor Penfield's request to the Vienna 
office. Officials declared it unthink­
able Austria would deny responsibil­
ity or withhold evidence if one of hy 
submarines reports torpedoing the 
Persia. They expect also that Austria 
with such an admission, would volun­
teer a disavowal and repudiate the 
commander's action, unless evWence 
could be offered to show the Persia 
sought to flee or by being armed, ren­
dered herself subject to unwarned at-1 
tacks. The latter suggestion might j 
bring to a head the whole question of 
arming merchant vessels. Failure to 
hear from the "country," it was 
learned today, and counsel of many 
congressional leaders, is causing the 
president to go slow. Practically no 
communications have reached the 
vhita hcosa suggesting action. Tha 

American viewpoint has been given 
the president in part, however, 
through advice of various senators 
and representatives. The whits house, 
feels that such expressions are a 
gauge of national sentiment. 

At today's cabinet and congressional 
committee meetings,1 steps toward the 
following policies were considered: A 
full understanding with the central 
powers regarding future submarine 
warfare. A declaration that if an 
American traveling on an unarmed 
ship (providing flight is not attempt­
ed) is injured or Jeopardized by un­
dersea attack, the nation whose com­
mander makes the attack must ac­
cept responsibility. 

A caution to Americans to select 
with care vessels on which they travel 
and avoid as far as possible, involv­
ing tiie government. 

Officials base considerable hofl>e for 
avoidance of a serious clash with 
Austria over the unofficial promise of 
Austrian Charge Zwiedinek that his 
government, if responsible for the 
Persia's loss, will do everything re­
quired in disavowal, reparation and 
punishment of the commander. 

No Submarine Seen. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 7.—American 

Consul Oarrels, Alexandria, Egypt, to­
day cabled the state department he 
had affidavits from Charles H. Grant, 
an American, and twenty other sur­
vivors of the sinking of the liner Pei^ 
sia, saying the vessel was sunk with­
out warning and that no submarine 
was seen. 

The officers and crew of the Persia 
sailed for England before affidavits 
could be secured. It is thought pos­
sible at the department of state that 
they wished to confer with the Brit­
ish admiralty before making any; 
sworn statements. 
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