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ABOVT TO ENTER WAR 

Discovery of New German Plots Causes Pre­
cautions to be Taken to Prevent Any 

Further Destruction. 

£ 

PLANS: OF 
Man in Row Boat Was Fired Upon When He 

§ Wat Seen Approaching the Inter-

PC 

national Bridge. 

{United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
OTTAWA, Ont., Feb. 7.—Sensational 

reports of the discovery of new Ger­
man plots were in circulation as par­
liament prepared to assemble this 
afternoon to discuse the 'origin of the 
nre that destroyed the Canadian par­
liament buildings. 

From Brldgeburg came the report 
$&t Canadian guards had fired on a 
row boat which approached the inter­
national bridge early today. The 
guards were immediately doubled on 
tbe suspicion that an attempt was be­
ing made to dynamite the bridge 
•panning the Niagara between Bridge-
burg and Buffalo. The row boat pull-; 
ed hastily Mr the American shore. 

The Ninth Overseas battalion of 
1.15G mpn, arrived at Welland today 
to reinforce two other regiment? 
guarding the Welland canal and muni­
tion plants in that vicinity. Reported 
plots to destroy the canal, through 
which passes millions of bushels of 
Canadian wheat, destined for the al­
lies, led General Ix>gle of Toronto to 
place a heavier guard. 

Soldier guards today went on duty at 
munition plants at St Catharine, On­
tario. Lieutenant Colonel Burleigh 
made hurried trips until today dawn, 
disposing of armed detachments about 
the factories. Previously, civilians 
had guarded this plants and requests 
for military guards had been refused. 
Burleigh told newspapermen that the 
reason for the change may be made 
known in a statement given out in a 
day or two. 

Extra sentries were placed at the 
pabllc buildings at Port Colborne 
throughout Canada. Orders were is­
sued that hereafter the cana] and all 
•bridges shall be guarded both day and 
night. President Borden will inform 
parliament this afternoon that author­
ities are conducting a rigid investiga­
tion of reports that the parliament 
tullding fire was of incendiary origin 
and will pive assurance that every pre­
caution is being taken to guard public 
buildings against teutonic plotters. 

The plot rumors have gained more 
credence since discovery by police of 

plans of the parliament buildings, 
oity of Ottawa itself and of several 
Canadian harbors, in the trunk of a 
German named Schweiber, who came 
here from the United States about a 
year ago. Schweiber wrote from 
San Francisco two weeks ago, asking 
that the trunk be forwarded to him. 
The police became suspicious and 
made an examination. Despite these 
rumors however, the prime minister 
will express his conviction that the 
parliament building fire was "purely! 
accidental, it Is understood. 1 

It was learned today that a French 
member, Boulay, from Rimouski, sub­
mitted to the government^ a gnestion 
regarding the employment of Germans 
and Austrlans in, governmental de­
partments during the war, only a few 
hours before the parliament buildings 
were destroyed. The question was to 
have appeared In the regular order 
of parliamentary proceedings on 
Thursday morning. 

> 

A Man In a Boat. 
BRIDGEBURG, Ont., Feb. 7.—Anoth­

er development In the alleged plotting 
against important bridges, munition 
plants and public buildings in Canada 
was seen here today when a man in a 
row boat was reported to have been 
seen approaching one of the piers of 
the international bridge spanning the 
Niagara betw'een Brldgeburg and Buf­
falo. 

Residents of Brldgeburg, living 
near the bridge, declared they heard 
two rifle shots about 1:30 tfcis morn­
ing and it was said one of the soldiers 
on guard had fired at the row boat. It 
was about 200 yards from the bridge 
when the guard fired.. 

The officer in command hurried to 
the pier at the first shot and ordered 
his men not to Are again until the 
boat was close to the structure. The 
boat pulled to the American side, 
however, without approaching, closer 
to the pier. 

The guard on the bridge and trans­
mission towers of the Canadian, Nl- j 
agara Power company, at Fort Brie, is 
larger today than at any time since 
the beginning of the war. 

[United Press Letfed Wire Service.] 
LONDON, •—Bulgarian 

Turkish troops V* moving toward the 
Roumanian bo^ to meet the con­
centration o'.JT Roumanian troops 
against the F* irlan frontier, accord­
ing to Milar£ jpatcRes received here 
today. »» 

From a J .er source came the re­
port that • > central powers have de­
manded. i partial demobilization of 
the Roijfcvinlan army and a pledge of 
benevolent neutrality toward the 
Austro-Germans and $ulgar«. These 
demands, It was stated, have been 
Ignored by the Roumanian govern­
ment. 

The Lond9n papers printed long dls. 
patches today dealing with the Rou­
manian situation and corroborating ex­
clusive Rome dispatches to the United 
Press on Saturday that Roumanian 
activities lead to the belief that the 
Roumanians may soon enter the war 
with the allies. 

The Milwan correspondent of the 
Chronicle reported that the central 
powers had protested to Roumanla 
against the ssle of 80,000 carloads of 
grain to the allies. 

The Roumanian government replied 
that It was necosaary to safeguard 
Roumanla's economic Interests by all 
possible steps. 

Austria Is reported further to have 
protested against the nomination to 
the Roumanian parliament of two can-
dldatea pledged to wage a campaign 
for the acquisition by Roumanla of 
tie Hungarian principality of Transyl­
vania, inhabited largely by Rouman­
ians. , 

The Marmornltz correspondent of 
the Chronicle reported a sudden con­
centration of Roumanian troops along i 
the Hungarian frontier within fifty! 
yards of the Austro-Hungarlan lines. 

&£§£^URAZZ6\'rif DANOBI*:-'-'^ 
ROME," Feb. 7.—Durazzo, capital of 

Albania, probably will be occupied by 
the Austrlans before many hours. 

Austrian cavalry has reached the 
Arzeni river, four miles from Dur­
azzo, according to dispatches re­
ceived here today. It is awaiting the 
arrival of the main body of Austrian 
troops which crossed the river Ishml 
early Sunday after defeating a Ser­
bian detachment. The Serbs are 
falling back to the south to escape 
envelopment by Bulgarian forces at j 
Elbassan. 

BULGARS AND ALLIES. 
SALONIKA, Feb. 7.—In the first 

skirmish between allied and Bul­
garian troops since the allies' retire­
ment from Serbia two months ago, 
French outposts were outnumbered 
and forced to retire yesterday morn­
ing In the region south of Lake 
Doiran. 

Bulgarian mounted patrols fired 
across the Greek border. When the 
French answered their fire, other Bul­
garians galloped to the border. Two 
Frenchmen were wounded. 

FOUR IOWA MEN 
KILLED III WRECK 

Double Header Coal Train 
Crashed Into Caboose of 

Northwestern 
Freight. 

TWENTY CARS WRECKED 

Many Cattle Also Killed and Injured 

When Accident Occurred, Due 

to Misunderstanding of 

Orders. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
DUNLAP, Iowa, Feb. 7.—Four stock­

men are reported killed and others in­
jured when a double header coal train 
crashed into the caboose of a stock 
train on the Chicago and Northwestern 
railway a mile from here this morn­
ing. Twenty cars were wrecked. 

The dead stockmen aro: 
J. H. NELSON, Stanhope, Iowa. 
ALEX WAJTB, Senton, Iowa. 
GEORGE DUEJCHLER, Boone, Iowa. 
ONE UNIDENTIFIED stockman. 
All Northwestern . trains are being 

detoured via the Illinois Central. 
The heavy coal train ran into the 

rear of the stock train with terrific 
force and twenty cars were wrecked, 
the caboose in which the stockmen 
were riding being completely tele­
scoped. The men were buried under 
the debris. Many cattle were killed and 
Injured. A misunderstanding of or­
ders is supposed to have been the 
.cause of the wreck. -? 

[United Press Leased Wire Service] 
AMSTERDAM, Feb. 7-—For the first 

time since the kaiser gave him the 
hearty slap on the back that broke off 
friendly relations between the two 
rulers for several yea**s, Czar Ferdi­
nand of Bulgaria, is to visit Berlin In 
the near future, the Vossische Zeltung 
reported today. 

On Ferdinand's last visit to the Ger­
man capital, the kaiser, to emphasize 
a humorous remark, slapped the Bul­
garian ruler vigorously between the 
shoulders. The blow was so unex­
pected, so the story goes, that Ferdi­
nand lost his military poise and near­
ly fell to the floor. On his return to 
Sofia, he let It be known that the 
kaiser's democratic back-slapping was 
most displeasing. 

HEAVY FIGHTING. 
BERLIN, Feb. 7,—Heavy artillery 

fighting along the western front,be­
tween the LaBassee canal and Arras 
and also southward toward the bend 
of the Somme, was reported In to­
day's official dispatches. The Britisn 
are again bombarding Lens. . 

Repulse of a Russian attack on the 
Schara river was also announced. 

LOCOMOTIVE FELL 
INTO THE RIVER 

Engineer and Fireman Killed When 
Engine Plunged Into Ten 

Feet of Water. 

—Read Tho.Daily Gate City, 10c a 
week by carrier. 

fUnited Press Leased Wire Service] 
VINCBNNEJS, Ind., Feo. 7.—Two 

trainmen were killed when the en­
gine and tender of a Big Four passen­
ger train running between Vincennes 
and St. Francisville, Illinois, plunged 
into the Wabash river at 6 a. m. to­
day. 

Tho d6&d fire * 
FRANK LANCASTER, engineer, of 

Vincennes. 
OLLIE" HAZELTON, fireman. 
The train, which consisted only of 

the engine, tender and two coaches, ; 
was slowly approaching the St. Fran-1 
clsville bridge over a six hundred; 
yard fill when the fill, which had been! 
undermined by floods, gave way. Mep 1 

had been at work several day3 j 
strengthening the fill. This is the! 
Terre Haute division of the Big Four.: 

Many traveling men were In the' 
coaches. The engine is in ten feet of 
water. 

[By Wilbur S. Forrest, United Press 
Staff correspondent.] 

LONDON, Feb. 7^—The idea that 
the German fleet will come dashing 
out of. the Kiel oanal some day, equip­
ped with seventeen inch guns that 
will blow England's dreadnoughts to 
pieces, was ridiculed by British naval 
experts today. 

The story about the 17 Inoh gun was 
first printed In a London paper. The 
activity of the German navy, it was ex­
plained, was due to the fact that these 
new guns, capable of hurling more 
than a ton of metal a distance of 
twenty miles, were being placed 
aboard German warships. 

Official utterances on the subject 
are taboo in London. Nevertheless 
it was learned today that British nav­
al officers believe the fifteen Inch gun 
with which the monster Queen Eliza­
beth Is equipped, Is the maximum cal­
ibre for real efficiency, especially In 
the North sea where the British and 
German fleets might clash. 

The angle of a shell from a seven­
teen Inch gun must exceed fifty de­
grees, It was stated. The range of 
the weapon is twenty miles. At th|a 
distance, It was argued, It would be 
necessary for the Germans to assign j 
small vessels to the business of "spot­
ting" hits on enemy vessels. Great j 
Britain's swift cruisers and destroyers! 
would drive In the German "spotters," j 
forcing the seventeen inch dread- ' 
noughts to come within range of the 

Rains and Warm Weather Following the Heavy 
Snows, Bring Danger to Washington, 

Oregon and Idaho. 

ARB IS COVERED WITH WATER 
Seventeen Lives Have Been Lost and a Score of 

Towns Have Been Drenched by the 
Rising River. 

RUnlted Press Leased Wire Service] 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 7.—The weath­

er bureau this afternoon Issued a 
warning of probably dangerous ava­
lanches in the mountain districts oC 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho and 
for floods on the eastern slope of the 
Cascades in Washington as the result 
of rains and warmer weather, follow­
ing heavy snows. 

Floods in Arkansas. 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. Feb. 7.—With 

seventeen persons dead, nearly a 
score of towns in southeastern Arkan­
sas covered with water, and property 
damage that will run well info the 
thousands, tho Arkansas river con­
tinued its slow rise. Several hundred 
men continued their all night work 
on the levees at Arkansas City today. 
Breaks in other levees nearby have 
caused inundation of a strip forty 
miles long and twenty miles wide. To­
day the river rose .5 foot to a stage 
of 55.8 feet at Arkansas City. 

BOMBS PLANTED 
FOR ITALIAN CONSUL 

One Was Attached to Door and Ex­
ploded When He Opened it to 

go Outside. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
OVER LUSITANIA QUESTION 

President Wilson and Secre­
tary Lansing Talk Over 

the Situation. 

tUnited Press Leased Wire Service.] 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 7.—Whether 

thiB government shall compromise to 
meet a compromise in the Lusitania 
case, was to be decided today at the 
•white house conference , between 
President Wilson and Secretary Lan­
sing. 

Germany, according to Intimations 
from her representatives here, has 
conceded several points. This ap­
peared to be a big factor in today's 
conference. 

Secretary Lansing, in response to 
direct questions, has declared "the 
American attitude regarding the Lusi­
tania sinking remains unchanged," 
from that taken when tho United 
8tates in a formal note called the act 
Illegal and demanded disavowal. At 
the white house the same thing has 
been said insistently. 

In view of this seeming deadlock, 
officials here today continued to hold 
the impression that the gravity of the 
Jituation has not loosened, despite 
Secretary Lansing's statement through 
JJe United Press on Saturday that 
^Jiere could be no deadlock as long 
w informal negotiations are continu­
ing." 

There was today one apparent loop­
hole through which a settlement 
could he drawn./ Throughout the ex­
change of notes and the informal 
negotiations. President Wilson has 
•ade it plain that it Is the future 

and not the past which he considers 
most important. It was confidently 
believed that if Germany's latest 
•memorandum—even if it does not 
frankly admit the sinking of the Lusi­
tania was illegal and agree to a dis­
avowal—will be acceptable, If it sug­
gests phrases for a formal note which 
can be usetf as a precedent and a 
basis of international law which 
would place without the pale a gov­
ernment which ordered submarine 
commanders to torpedo merchant-
ships without warning. 

This, the German Arabic note doen 
not do, in the opinion of officials,, de­
spite its seeming concession of all 
American demands in that case, since 
it admitted the submarine commander 
who sent the Arabic to the bottom 
"exceeded instructions of his govern­
ment." It is this point that is the 
crux of the Lusitania issue, for the 
commander who sank that liner, with 
its load of human freight was ordered 
to do it. In other words, state de­
partment officials said today, the Ara­
bic agreement merely makes it illegal 
for a commander to sink a merchant 
ship without warning, provided he 
isn't so ordered by his government. 

It was believed therefore that the 
informal suggestion that Germany 
would be willing to refer in the pre­
face of her next formal Lusitania note 
to the Arabic concessions, would not 
be considered relevant by President 
Wilson and Secretary Lansing. 

The announcement which Secretary 
Lansing said may be made today or 
tomorrow, was not expected until he 
sees Ambassador BernstorfT. The 
German representative, anticipating 
an invitation from the secretary late 

Two Big Steel Plants Combine 
But Other Merger is Called Off 

(Continued on sue 24 -I 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Feb. 7.—Offi­

cial announcement was made this 
afternoon that the Midvale Steel ana 
Ordnance company has 'bought con­
trol of the Cambria Steel Co. The 
price was $81 a share in cash. The 
number of shares involved in the 
sale was not given out. 

A statement was issued by Wuiianr 
H. Donner, president of Jie Cambria 
Steel Co., following publication of the 
announcement that the deal whereby 
the Cambria Steel company was to 
be merged with the Lackawanna Steel 
company and the Youngstown Sheet 
and Tube Co., has been abandoned. 

The statement, signed by Donner, 
Edward T. Stotesbury and J. Leonard 
Replogle, was as follows: 

"Wniie it is true as reported that 
negotiations for the combination of 
Cambria Steel with other steel com­
panies has been abandoned, it is de­
sirable that the stockholders should 
be advised immediately that other 
negotiations looking to sale of stock 
have been virtually consummated 
at $81 per share in cash." 

Other Merger Is Off. 
NEW YORK, Feb. 7.—The big mer­

ger of the Lackawanna and Cambria 
Steel companies and the Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube company is ou. This 
was the announcement today of 
Moses Taylor, president of the Lacka­
wanna Steel company, following nego­
tiations lasting several months. 

Taylor's statement contained an 
emphatic denial of reports from other 
sources that the deal might be re­
vived. stating flatly the merger is j 
definitely abandoned. The Lacka- j 
wanna shareholders, he said, never; 
considered a lower price than $90 a I 
share for their stock. 

The president Mid the Lacka-1 

m*. 

a 'VU-

wanna's January earnings were the 
largest in the company's history, 
averaging more than 2o percent on 
the corporation's stock. 

"The Lackawanna is booked up to 
full capacity for the balance of this 
year," he said, "at much higher prices 
than obtained in January." 

A Change in Plans. 
NEW YORK, Feb. 7.—Wall street 

received the news of the purchase of 
the Cambria Steel company by the 
Midvale Steel and Ordnance company 
with the greatest interest today, as it 
is regarded as changing for the time 
being at least, the entire aspect of 
plans for a big steel merger, along 
the line of the United States Steel 
corporation which Standard Oil inter­
ests have been perfecting. 

Financial experts have seen indica­
tions for several months of the Stand­
ard Oil group planning a merger of 
independent steel plants throughout 
the country on a scale that would 
rival United States Steel. The gen­
eral plan, it was understood, was the 
merging into one group of two or 
three companies and formation of 
similar small groups into a unit, and 
eventually bringing the various 
groups together. 

The first big step in this plan was 
the formation of the Midvale Steel 
and Ordnance company. The second 
was the opening of negotiations to 
merge Lackawanna Steel, Cambria 
and the Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
company. 

A stumbling block in this latter 
merger was encountered according to 
reports today, in the Speyer banking 
interests who are largely interested 
in Lackawanna Steel and Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube and a group of middle 
western bankers, also interested in 
these companies. The middle west­
ern houses are said to be int^j^ated 

in Picklands, Mather and Company, 
which owns vast ore deposits in the 
Lake Superior ore region and are 
also identified with the Interlake 
Steamship company. 

These interests, Wall street under­
stood, were certain of being able to 
sell their Lackawanna and Youngs­
town s^ock at higher prices than 
those endeavoring to put through the 
merger had named as being willing to 
pay. They negotiated for the Inter­
lake company the purchase of the en­
tire fleet of the Cleveland Steamship 

i Co., consisting of thirteen lake ves­
sels, which were to have been used 
to transport ore from the Superior 
fields. The Standard Oil group re-

! fused to come up to the price asked 
| for stock involved, however, accord-
! Ing to a story in financial circles and 
j the merger as originally planned fell 
through. 

[ It is now said that the Midvale Co. 
, has purchased the Buena Vista ore 
deposits in Cuba. 

Big Oil Combine. 
NEW YORK, Feb. 7.—A thirty mil­

lion dollar petroleum combine today 
is being prepared by the Pan-Ameri­
can Petroleum and Transport Co., ac 
cording to an announcement of B. L. 

i Dohenv, president of the Mexican 
j Petroleum company, one of the lar­
gest of the firms to be absorbed. 

The companies to be absorbed, n 
fart, and the stock to be tendered to 
the Pan-American company are as To! 

j lows: 
j Mexican Petroleum company, $2f>.-
535,100 common: Petroleum Trans­
port company, $2,900,000; the Caloric 
company, $767,300; Bueneve Petro-

: leum company, $10,000. 
j Plans for capitalizing the new mr.-
! cern and placing the stock on the 
1 market are practically completed, it 
was said. *• ' 

[United Press Leased Wire Service] 
MILWAUKEE), Wis., Feb. 7.—-Police 

early today had made little progress 
In their efforts to trace the person 
who placed two bombs near the 
apartment of Italian Consul Armlnlo 
C. Conte—one on the Are escape and 
the other just outside the door. 

The irtfernal machine outside the 
door exploded and burned Co-nte's 
hands considerably, late last night. 
The bomb was so arranged that when 
the door opened, It completed an elec­
tric circuit which was fastened to tho 
battery and to the door. 

When other residents of the apart­
ment heard the explosion, they started 
to summon the police. Conte tried to 
stop them from calling the authorities, 
hut detectives were called despite his 
protests. 

Conte declares that he received no 
threatening letters nor would he ad­
vance any other theory for the at­
tempt to take his life. He was re-
contly interested in settling a strike 
of some laborers on the Northwestern 
road and the police believe some of 

these may have been dissatisfied. 
It is believed that the bombs were 

placed late Saturday afternoon. Thee 
elevator man in the apartment said 
that he remembered an Italian coming 
into the building on Saturday. 

Charged With Murder. , 
[United Press Leased Wire Service] 

BUFFALO, N. Y„ Feb. 7.—John Ed­
ward Teiper, young business man of 
Orchard Park, was charged with mur­
der in the first degree before Justice 
Marcus in supreme court today. Telp-
er's mother and brother were killed 
while sitting in a stranded automobile 
a week ago. 

The court room was crowded when 
Teiper walked to the bar. 

District Attorney Dudley charged 
Teiper with killing his mother, Mrs. 
Agnes M. Teiper, widow of a wealthy 
steel manufacturer. 

No reference was made of the killing 
of Telper's brother, Fred or probable 
fatal injuring of his sister, Grace, on 
the Orchard Park highway last Sun­
day night. 

The county prospector asked for the 
postponement of preliminary examina­
tion until Wednesday p.nd this was 
granted, by the court despite the em­
phatic protest of EJ. R. O'Malley, coun­
sel for Teiper, who was remanded to 
jail without ball. 

—Read The Dally Gate City. 

OPPONENTS OF PREPAREDNESS 
PROGRAM MAKE SHOWING 

First Test of Strength Come3 
Over Bill to Increase the 

Number of Middies. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 7.—The first 

open battle between advocates and 
opponents of preparedness, was 
staged in the house today. It prom­
ised the first test of strength of demo­
cratic insurgency which may give 
some indication of the fate of the 
whole administration program. 

An emergency bill to increase the 
number of Annapolis naval academy 
middies was the measure provoking 
the preliminary skirmish. Its pass­
age under "suspension of tbe rules" 
was the program. It is an adminis­
tration measure in charge of Chair­
man Padgett of the house naval com­
mittee with a two thirds vote of the 
house necessary for passage. The 
naval committee recently reported .t 
favorably, with four "little navy" 
democrats voting against bringing It 
from the committee. 

Rpprespnt.itivos TIensley, Tribble, 
Callaway, Buchanan, Bailey, Sher­
wood and many other prominent dem­
ocrats were today on the job ready 
to oppose by speech and vote the, 

'-i -• " •Tt. ' • '.H 
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passage of the bill. The republicans 
were expected to give it their sup­
port. 

Chairman Padgett confidently pre­
dicted that with republican votes, 
two thirds of the house would be fin­
ally enrolled In its favor. 

Under the bill, each senator and 
congressman would appoint three In­
stead of two cadets to Annapolis an­
nually, increasing the middies' roster 
from about 900 to 1,200. 

Fiery Debate. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 7.—Fiery de­

bate today marked the first open 
skirmish on proparedness In the 
house. Flood gates of oratory, pro 
and anti, on the whole national de­
fense program was opened. Vet­
erans and "rookies" of the house 
Joined In the wordy war. 

Speaker Clark left his chair to mix 
in and former Speaker Cannon took 
part. Clark criticised the "slow, pok­
ey" delay In building battleships. 
Uncle Joe took a fling at President 
Wilson and said if the president's dec­
larations that an emergency exists 
are true, no expense should be spared 
to rush war preparations. 

A bill appropriating $€,000,000 to 
Increase the battleship building capac­
ity of Mare Island and New York navy 
yards and one Increasing the number 
of cadets at Annapolis cause^the first 
eruption. 
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On the Mississippi. » 
ARKANSAS OITY, Ark., Feb. 7.— 

Six hundred men worked today to r» -
in force the main levee protecting thta ' 
city from destruction by the MISB'SBIP* 
pi river. Every person unable to help '. 
was sent away. The river is sixteen 
feet higher than the level of the city 
and the levees are sloughing. Water la , 
twenty feet high In the streets as n 
result of former Arkansas river 
breaks. '< s 

The bodies of two drowned men y 
were found In the back waters today. ^ 
One death was reported from Augusta \ *• 
'and two from Clarendon, bringing the l 
total flood deaths td twenty-three. 

A thousand persons are crying for 
bread at Clarendon, a majority having 
been without food slnoe Saturday, 
when the levee broke and flooded the 
city for the first time In twenty-six , 
years. 

The victims were too poor to get 
away and held to their belongings un- ;. 
til their homes were under water and ; 
railway traffic cut off. 
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