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PROBLEMS TO BE DECIDED

PRESIDENT ASKS CONGRESS
{0 GIVE HIM FREE REI

Wishes to Give His Policy Toward Germany a
Chance to Work Out, Before Other
Action is Taken.

MIGHT EMBARRAS

Resolution Warning American Passengers is
Expected to be Postponed Until Some
Later Time.

fUnited Press Leased Wire Service.]

WASHINGTON, Feb. 25.—President | submarine campaign only four days

Wilson today asked congress not to
break the course of his negotiations
with Germany.

Having done this by letter to Sen-
ator Stone, the president took the
matter up again this morning in con-
ference with Speaker <lark, Demo-
cratic Leader Kitcmin and Ch~ rman
Flood of the nouse foreign rei. Jns
committee. Postponement of action
on tne resolution to warn Americans
off armed merchantmen was the prob-
able upshot of the conference. The
president gave no evidence of having
modiied his position as outlined in
his statement to Stone that this na-
tion would “have in honor no choice
as to what our own eourse should

“be,” if Germany should kill or injure

American citizens in her proposed
campaign against armed merchant-
men. This was uniformly interpreted
today as notice to congress,
American nation and also unequivo-
cally to the central powers that he

relations with the Teutonic allies if
their new U boat warfare endangers
American lives.

‘r'oday’s conference was expected
temporarily to allay the clamor In
congress for modification of the pres-
ident’s policy. The action of the pres-
ident in making public his letter to
Senator Stone and conferring with
the house leaders was thought to
bridge a difficult situation.

Profound effects were evident from
the president’s letter to Stone. In-
creased control by the administration
1o head off action on warning resolu-
tions was the pronounced surface de-
velopment.

As a result of the white house con-
ference this morning and the execu-
tive's letter to Stone, administration
leaders believed the following pro-
gram will ensue:

Congress will postpone action on
any warning resolutions until the out-
come of the president’s poiicy Is defi-
nitely ascertained.

No action will be provoked to em-
barrass the administration for the
present.

It it finally and conclusively de-
velops that a break with Germany is
threatened—then and not until then
—will congress renew its efforts to
passing a warning resolution.

This was the program favored to-
day by the leaders. However, instead
of lulling agitation of pacifists in con-
gress favoring a warning resolution,
the president’'s action caused a fresh
determination to obtain such a reso-
lution eventually.

What ewect former Secretary of
State Bryan’s statement from Miami,
Fia., favoring excluding Americans
from armed merchantmen would
have, was problematical. Most of the
so-called “Bryan faction” in congress
aroadv have been committed to the
plan for adopting a warning resolu-
tion.

to the |

THE ADMINISTRATION

With beginning of the new German

| distant, there was no sign of Ger-
| many's reply to Secretary of State
Lansing’s objections to the new ad-
miralty order. ’

Many officials feared that Germany
will take a more stubborn stand. It
is not impossible, some believe, that
Germany may point out, in future
nqtes, the lack of united support for
the president’s policy. Against this
idevelopment, the president's letter
virtually served notice today on Ger-
many that he will not recede from his
decision to maintain to the letter of
international law the rights of Ameri-
cans to travel on armed or unarmed
ships.

Following the president’s “confer-
ence with house leaders this morn-
ing, an epochal mecting of the cabi-
net was scheduled.

Senator Gore of Oklahoma planned
to ask one day postponement in the
I senate of consideration of his warn-
ing resolution. In the house the for-
eign affairs committee was prepared
to temporarily sidetrack in commit-
tee, the resolution of Stephens, Ne-
braska, democrat, McLemore, Texas,
democrat; Hillyard, Colorado, demo-
crat, and Mondell, Wyoming, repub-
lican, proposing to warn American
passengers.

President is Unylelding.

WSAHINGTON, Feb. 25.—Argument
by Speaker Clark, Democratic House
Leader Kitchin and Chairman Flood
of the house foreign affairs committee
today failed to move President Wilson
from his policy toward Germany,

After nearly an hour's conference
the president and the house leaders
were still in disagreement over reso-
Jutions warning Americans to stay
roff armed merchantment. That mno
action will be taken by congress, today
at least, was the upshot of the confer-
ence,

The president emphatically told the
house leaders he would not budge
from his nlan of insisting that Ger-
many recognize every American right.

Speaker Clark as positively told the
president that sentiment in the house
{s overwhelming in favor of a warn-
ing resolution.

The president was told that the
house from the letters exchanged be-|
tween the president and Senator Stone |
will determine what the sentiment Iul
for the present, the house leaders ad-
vised the president nmo action would
be taken. It is not belfeved the house
will evolve a decision Dbefore next,

week,

whom favor a
were closeted with the president from
9 o'clock nntil 9:50. Speaker C]nrk:
was spokesman, |

“I told the president what the senti-)

(Continued on page 2.)

COMMERCE RAIDING VESSEL
IS NOW IN SAFE HIDING!
w

German Cruiser Moewe Has
Been Busy Along South
American Coast.

(United Press Leased Wire Service.]

TENERIFFE, Canary Islands, Feb.
25.—The German auxlliary cruiser
Moewe was engaged in raiding Brit-
ish commerce off the South American
coast between January 16 and Feb-
raary 9, according to the captain of
one of the raider's victims, released
upon his arrival here.

The Moewe's present whereabouts

are a mystery, he said, but between |
the dates mentioned, .she was cruis-

Ing between the South American
:"l-!dl and the Brazilian island o:!}“t;)r-
ando De Noronha, 125 miles off the
Brazilian eou:

!
|

! Forly residents of neutral countries
| are among the 206 prisoners released |
when a German prize crew

from the
! Moewe brought the captured British
| steamer Westburn to this port and]
|then scuttled her outside the harbor. |
| The Moewe, the captain said, en-!
| countered the 4,629 ton British steam-
{er Flamenco while she was enroute
lto Valparaiso from Newport, Eng-
lJand, The Flamenco attempted to es-,
cape anu sent out wireless calls for
help |
: The Moewe overtook the fleeing |
{steamer and shelled her, sending her |
to the bottom within a few minutes. |
| One of the Flamenco's crew was/
| drowned and two wounded in this en-!|
!ommu\r. {

The steamer Corbridge,
slightly smaller than the Flamenco, |
| was captured off the Brazilian coast. |

British

Titanic Struggle in Meuse Woods
May be War’s Turning Poi;.

i
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[United Press Leased Wire Service.]

LONDON, Feb. 25.—The French are
now checking the great German drive
on Verdun and appear to be holding
their own except at a few minor
points, according to a special dis-
patch from Paris today.

The crown prince’s legions, sweep-
ing southward, are now under heavy
fire from three of the Verdun forts.
At the same time they are exposed to
a murderous fire from the French
fleld redoubts and trenches In ad-
vanced positlons before the fortress.

The French artillery has maintain-
ed such a heavy bombardment that
the Teutons have been unable to
bring up needed supply trains, accord-
ing to Paris despatches.

ireat battle fleets of French and
German aeroplanes are in constant
clash high above the woods and en-
gaged in hurling down bombs upon
enemy artillery positions.

The check reported to have been
administered to the advancing Ger-
mans may be only temporary. All
Paris despatches today agreed that

the Titanic struggle in the Meuse
woods marks the beginning of the
Germans greatest offensive blow

since the drive on Paris was defeated
at the Marne early in the war. One
despatch was quoted from what pur-
ported to be an order of the day
{ssued by a German corps command-
er, informing his troops that they
were bent on their “last offensive in
France.”

“It is probable,” wired the Paris
correspondent of the Chronicle, “that
the whole German force numbers
three quarters of a million or more.
Both sides being fully equipped and
prepared, the weight of artillery fire
now continuous since Monday morn-
ing, 1s almost without precedent.

The greatest confidence prevalls In
Paris, according to latest advices
from the French capital. The French
have been aware of the German: prep-
arations for tlie Verdun offensive for
many weeks, it was stated. French
alr scouts have kept daily tab on the
building of new German supply rail-

roads north of Verdun for the express |

purpose of rushing up troops gnd
munitions for a grand assault on Ver-
dun.

By capturing Samogneux, six miles
north of Verdun, and other positions

to the east, the Germans have ar-
rived within less than two miles of
the fort of Gouamont and within easy
range of Tavannes and Vaux, whose
guns are now reported trained on the
thick masses of advancing Teutons,

“It was not until Wednesday that
all the German effectives were fully
deploved and utilized,” said a Paris
dispatch today. “On Wednesday night
the battlefront extended on a line
twenty-five miies long from Metan-
court on the west, haif way between
the Meuse river and the Argonne be-
yond Fromezy on the east.

“The center of the struggle has re-
mained between Brabant and Ornes.
Here dense masses of the Fifth Ger-
man army, rank after rank in old
phalanx formation, were thrown
against the French trenches above
Haumont in the Caures wood, at
Herbe forest and north of Ornes.

“Everywhere at first, they were
thrown back with terrible losses ex-
cept In the wood of Wovrille, mark-
ing the eastern end of the Caures
wood. Withdrawal from this position
left two acute and dangerous French
salients, Caures-Herbebols and the
village of Brabant-Sur-Meuse left
somewhat in the air by the evacua-
tion of the village of Haumont. A
rectification of the line being necws-
sary the French were safely with-
drawn from Brabant under cover of
darkness."”

Battering Assault,

LONDON, Feb. 25.—By a battering
assault, the Germans have smashed
their way forward on an eight mile
front, capturing six villages and farms
north of Verdun and taking thousands
of prisoners, Berlin reported this after-
noon.

Not only the French wings, but the
French center has been hurled back
to within six miles of Verdun, the
German war office reported, The
crown prince  has stormied and taken
the heights of Champ Neuville, barely
five miles from Verdun, in the bend
of the Meuse river,

The Germans claim the capture of
|Champ Neuville, Cotellette, Marmont,
Beanmont, Chambrettes and Ornes,
villages or groups of farms extending
In a line east from the Meuse and less

|

|

than two miles from Verdun’s forts.'clalmed this

=l

The French center, Bm'l’: eporled.‘;
has been broken and hurl back up-|
on Louvemont, as the wirs~_crumpled
under terrible German attack. ‘

The official statement from the
French war office, while claiming that |

[the German Verdun offensive is being |
halted, virtually admits the capture of

Champ Neuville, Beaumont, Ornes ang

the villages and farms between them.Y

“We are organizing new positions
behind Beaumont on the heights of
Champ Neuville and gouth of Ornes,'"” |
reported the French war office, with-|
out specifically admitting the losses of |
these villages. ‘

Berlin reported that French prison-|
ers have now increased to ten thous- |
and and that French losses under the
crown prince’s onslaughts have been
very heavy. .a answer to the French
claims that the Germans have suffer-
ed enormously, the German war office
declares that the teutonic losses thus
far have been only what might be ex-
pected on an offensive of so gigantic
a scale.

Berlin also reported the capture of
fmmense quantities of supplies, the‘
exact amount having not yet been |
compiled.

The two war lords of FEurope are
now directing the operations in the)
great bdattle for Verdun. Parls dis- |
patches this afternoon reported thnt'
Genera]l Joffre has arrived at the
French front and is personally direct-|
ing the defense of the fortress. The |
news has created great enthusiasm in |
Paris. |

Across the battle front the katser, |
surrounded by his ablest staff officers
and the crown prince, are planning tho |
blows belng struck ipn the greatest Ger-|
man offensive since the defeat at the |
Marne,

Though there is an apparent con-
tradiction between the Berlin and
French official statements, the latter |
reporting a lull in infantry action, it |
is believed the Paris officia] report;
covers later operations. [t appears |
probable that the actions mentioned by |
Berlin occurred early last evening ang |
that following these reported ad-!
vances, there was little or no infantry |
fighting on the Verdun front as Paris |
afternoon.

|

AMANY

[United Press Leased Wire Service.]
BERLIN, Feb. 25.—French losses
have been very heavy and German
casualties only what might be expect-
ed In the Verdun offensive, the war
office .stated today. The official bulle.
tin this afternoon reported that the
amount of bootv taken by the Ger-
mans has not yet been compiled.

ESTIMATED LOSSES.
AMSTERDAM, Feb. 25.—The Tele-
graaf estimated today that German
losses on the Ypres front in the last
three weeks have appreached 17,000.

SIX FORTS TAKEN.

BERLIN (via London) Feb., 25.—Six
fortified French villages
including Champ Nueville, five miles
north of Verdun have been stormed
and ceptured by the crown prince’s
army, it was officlally announced this
afternoon. Prisoners taken by the

and farms,

END OF WAR
BY APAIL 15

Word Sent Out From Germany
to Officers in Command

| of Interned

| Ships.

i
‘DAY IS SET TO START

Recent Victories by Kaiser’s Forces
|  Are Called Forerunners of Peace
for Europe This

Spring.

|
l

|
|
|
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i
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|

| vantage of the

Germans in the Verdun offensive now [United Press Leased Wire Service. ]!

total 10,000 it was stated,

Besides Champ Nueville, which lles
on the east bank of the Meuse, one
mile southwest of Samogneux, the

The three democratic leaders—all of | Germans have captured the villages of | the European
warning resolution— | Cotellette, Marmont, Chambrettes and | April 15.

Ornes, lying ecast of the Meuse on an
eight mile front.

[United Press Leased Wire Service. |

PETROGRAD, Feb. 25.—S8Severs
blizzards and snow storms are hin-
dering the pursuit of the Turks flee.
ing from Erzerum, according to Tifius
despatches today. The Russian right
wing, however, Is making rapid pro-
gress toward Rizeh, east of Trebi-
zond.

In Persia, the Slavs have dislodged
the Turks from powerfully fortified
positions in the Bideswith and Sakine
mountain passes. The Turks are re-
treating toward Kermansah, pursued
by the Russians.

Insane From Drink.

[Unfited Press Leased Wire Service]'

CHARLES CITY, lowa, Febh.
Insane from drink, Frank Reams, .
at Rockford, near here,

last night,

i shot and killed Deputy Sheriff I.. A
Charles|

Bowers, wounded Coroner
Yanerich, dangerously and his own
mother, Mrs. R. D. Reams, seriously.

| The Moewe took her into the mouth|and was then arrested. Yanerich was

lof the Amazon, transferred her coal
|stores and then sank her,

shiot on the streef, through the ches!
without warning,

USSIA |

|  WASHINGTON,
'in command of German ships interned

lat the different United States ports, |

have received word from home that
war will be over by
Their instructions are to
l‘prup:\rn thelr ships for sailing on
'(hm day, it {3 learned here.

| Germany's victories on the wezstern

as the forerunners of peace.

MOBERLY POLICE

Think They Have Jean Crones, Chi-

cago Polsoned Soup
Anarchist.

[United Press leased Wire Service.]
MOBERLY, Mo., ¥Feb, 25.—The Mch.
erly police today arrested a man said
to answer the description of Jean
Croneg, Chicago polson soup conspir-
ator. The man refused to give his
name or answer other questions. He
was apprehended us he was about to
board a freight train leaving town. A
jestaurant proprietor zave the police
* tip. The man had applied for a
position as chef, and  when told no
itlon was open, he said he wonld
town. The (hicago police have
notitied.

Hleave
T

) Body to Old Home.

Press Leased Wire Service]
INGFIELD, I1ll., Feb.
- of Henry Stahl, 73, father of Jake

! Stahl, former manager of the Boston

1

| Amerienns, who died at St. John's
hospital here last night, was taken to
| his old howme at Elkhart todag,

25.—Tha |

Feb. 25.—OMcers | [U.

|and near eastern fronts are described | nrday.

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] |
PARIS, Feb. 25.—The crown |

WASHINGTON 18 EXCIT

OVER WAR SITUATION

Every Department of the Government is on
Tip Toe in Discussing Program to be
Adopted Over Disputes.

BRYAN THREATENS TO GOME TO GAPITAL

!Question is Whether United States Shall Warn

Americans to Keep Off Armed Mer-
chantmen or Not.

[United Press Leasod Wire Service]

WASHINGTON, Feb, 25 —Excite-
ment raged through every department
of the government today as conflict-
ing forces fought over the program to
be adopted by the United States in
her dispute with Germany.

The president, after an hour's con-
ference with house leaders, obtained
a promise only that they would re-
frain from interfering up to the point
where they thought it necessary to
avoid war. .

The president’'s cabinet, after a two
hour session, declared itself solidly be-
hind the president’s determination not
to concede to ‘the demand that Amer!
cans bhe warned to keep off armed
merchantmen.
the Lusitania case
closed while Germany’s
threatened to invalidate her promise
already given.

Opposition in tho senate to the
president took a new form—a resolu-
tlon by Jones of Washington, asking
the president not to break off diplo-
matic relations with any country and
not to place the country in a position
where it could not with honor, avold
war,

The
the honor of the nation being in the
custody of no one man, but in the

throsgh thelr congressional

ghould

Jones resolution recited that

people
| representatives, it is the duty of the| «gga told him that sentiment of the
| president to lay before congress f““ihouae was overwhelmingly in favor of

detalls of any complications which

irretrievabla position.
Senator Gore. mmedlately

1t was resolved that

not be
new decree | break over the issue by being thrown

on tha|

sols in times of war and his resolution
warning Americans to stay off such
vessaels.

Both the Jones and the Gore reso-
Iutions were introduced amid marked
excitement, but Senator Gore at once
disposed of all discussion on either of
them by insisting that they lie on the
table for a day.

The feeling of excitement overhung
the« whole opening of the session.
Two senators asked unanimous con-
sent for the consideration of local
bridge bills, but Senator Stone fear-
ing that under the senate’s Iiberal
| fules they might lead to some discus-
!slon bearing on international sit
tions, would not give his consent. The
bills were lald over. X

The senate was kept from an onut-

|into an executive session to consider
the president’'s nomination of Henry
P. Fletcher, for ambassador to Mexico.

Former Secretary Bryan plunged in-
! to the fight with a telegram to friends
| In the house supporting the agitation
| for a warning resolution and announc-

| ing his intention to come to Washing-

ton
leaders,

The limitation the house
| Speaker Clark, Representatives Kitch-
in and Flood had put on their support
| promised the president, was not un-
| derstood unti] this afternoon when ona
| of the conferees explained:

passing a warning resolution. We

| mizht lead to war hefore taking an told him the house would pass such a

resolution if necessary to awvdld war
with Germany. But we told him we

prince’s offensive In the Verdun re- genate's convening thia afternoon. in-| woitld not embarrass him at present

gion is showing sigas of slackening,
the war office announced this after.
noon. No attacks were made during
the night, it was stated, and the ar-
tillery fighting has become lcas vin-
lent.

French artillery is now helding Its
own along the twenty-five mile front
and there is every indication that the
German offensive, temporarlly at
least, has been checked. i

The French, however, are organiz- |
ing new positions behind Beaumont,
and on the heights cast of Champ-
neuville, south of Ornes. Taking ad-
lull in infantry ac-
tions, they are making strong prepa-
rations to meet an expected renewal
of the heavy Teutonic assaults.

THE WEATHER.

S.

Dapartment of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau.] |

For Keokuk and vicinity: Talir to-
night ang Saturday. Not much change
in temperature,

For lTowa: Generally fair tonight
land Saturday. Slightly warmer cast
poriion tonight.

For Missour!: Falir tonight and Sat.

Not much change in temper-
|ature.
| Feor Niinois: Tair tonight and Sat
Inr-d:\_v exeept probhably cloudy north
Iportion and warmer extreme north-

MAKE AN ARREST I east portion ronight.

Weather Condltions.
The depressions noted yesterdavy
have uynited near New York, where n

| Revere storm s central thia momine

|

by
states

the
the

in
in

heavy rain

ympanied
L and snow

acoe
nor TN

fon

thwestern fleld of high pres

troduced his bill to make it {llezal for

Americans to travel on armed ves-

and would postpone any action until a
war crisis i{s reached.”

AUTO MEETING
AT 7:30 TONIGHT

Formation of Good Roads Organization
is to be Discussed at '
This Session.

There are over 300 owners of auto
moblles in Keokuk, and they are all
invited to attend the meeting which
will be he'd in the superior court
room tonight to talk over the forma-
tion of a good roads club. All of the
auto owners of the city and those who
are interested In good roads are re-
quested to come to the mecting and
to lend tueir advice and support in
the proposed movement.

|
The meeoting will be held In the su-

perfor court rooms and will be called
to order at 7:20 o'clock. The map=s
and ronte sheots w!l] be there for die-
trihmtion and it f= hoped by those who
are calling the meeting that there will
be a big delegation in attendance

—Read The Dally Gate City.

Arrested on Board Yacht,
[ [TUntted Press lLeased Wire Service]
' TAMPA, Fla.,, Feb -Held in jail
at St. Petersburg, Fla.,, where he was
arrested aboard his new yacht, a man,
| sald to be Dr, J. Grant Lyman, head
of an alleged $300,000 swindle, today
awalted the action of the federal au

25.

thorities. New York government offi
| cinla investizating ILyman's mining
. 8stock operations conducted from a
sumptuous Wall street office, were ex-

| pected to establish today whether ths
| man held here ig really Lyman.

| In the man’'s effects aboard tha
| yacht were found $14,905 cash and &
| cartified check for $5.964, endorsed by
| John I. Putnam & Co. the firm Ly
!mnn operated fn Wal] streeat.

| ‘The prisoner bought the yacht in
{ Tampa from two men named Smith
land Olsen, who brought the craft from
| Chicago

Equal to the Opportunity.
Chicago Evening Post: loot hasa
bean making some great speeches In
| conventions He has a chance to
IU again n Jume.

GERMANY PREPARING TO YIELD
RATHER THAN CAUSE BREAK

Hopes to Prolong Dispute Un-
til She Can Gracefully
Make Back Down.

riftingz sontheastward, and tha
i« zeneraliy falr and colder
+ Missiggipni valley westwnrd
in the |:*'r.1|;'ar;x| “n(;:-rz"n.-;» ) ted Press Leased Wire Service.]
oot LONDON eb 25.— Garmany, In
reply 1o tho late repres a-
i "”“]w:‘;‘:.:l,rn“ weras il !’1-‘-1'| e !"t":_" ~:'_-f~ "'p [ :.Ti'ml
went and thirty degrees v to define offensive armamentsa
ro in plains states la \irmed Amster
St Panl the lowest w » today
ihuve rero i Poenronte
| Local Observations. £ , 1 be delive
Bar.Ther. Wind. Weatl ' 1o the Amerlean state deparfment
ORI T R ) 20.00 33 Nw C eight and pos A'h.h twen
| ia m 10.08 21 NW Cliy Oflicial eircles here ac-
n 7 a m, 9 feet, 1 tenth 1 the rep s an indlec:
S 24 hours, rise 9 teniths that Germany docs ner wr to break
|

perature, Feb. 24, 37.

nest, 24,

l.owest last night, 20,

with America nan preparing  to
yvield
The German

fng to the Amsterdam

forsiom

office, acoor1
report, asks

=ize of & gum it deems necessary
purpose In is m
sported, G

from the Ame

* to prolong

‘itement in both

he new armed mer

has subsided, wi

liplomats wilt find a graceful

extricating from an
awkwanl position

x ¢ p 1
wav ol hHemselives

F'he report has entirelvy upset Eng-

H=h forecast of the kaiser’s ph

Proviously it was believed Germany
had completed a new flotilla of sub-
marines and had trained new crews
intending to defy America by a re
newal of submarine operations until

the Jatest submaearine flotitia had -beeun

SRAD.&.-GOSBWISCH, ' {he. Onived Stlates to- specity what ! destroyed by-allied warcraft,
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