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NO WORD FROM OVR SOLDIERS 

Paris, Texas, Badly Scorched, Leaving Ten 
Thousand People Without Homes 

or Breakfast. 

MORE THAN THIRTY BLOCKS BURNED 
Water Works Plant Destroyed at Start of Fire 

and Balance of Town Was Then 
Helpless. 

[TJifited Press Leased Wire Service.] 
PARIS, Texas, March 22.—With 

one death reported, two-thirds 
of the residential and busi
ness districts wiped orrt by flames 
•which left a funnel shaped wake of 
destruction from two to ten blocks 
wide across the olty, entailing a loss 
estimated at from two to three mil
lion dollars, Paris today turned to the 
work of relieving the sufferings of 
Its homeless and destitute. 

Fully one-half of the population of 
twenty thousand is shelterless. Thou
sands had no breakfast Urgent ap
peals for groceries and money are 
going out to neighboring cities. 

John Straub, wljo was burned to 
death In his home, is the only life 
known to have been lost. 

Starting in the warehouse of the 
Long Transportation Co., the fire 
fanned by a high wind, quickly spread 

"to* the Paris cotton compress, thence 
making a clean sweep of the south
ern portion of the -oity» destroying 
more than thirty blocks of residences 
and business buildings in an area a 
mile square. 

Soon after the fire started, the 
plagat of the Texas Power and Light 
company, supplying power for the 
water works system burned, putting 
the water service out df• commission. 
Destruction of the light plant also 
crippled the telephone exchanges. The 
central fire station was burned, with 
most of its equipment. 

Calls for aid were made upon Dal
las, Sherman, Greenville, Bonham 
and Hugo (Okla.), departments from 
the two last named cities being the 
first to respond. Following the de
struction of its office, the Western 
Union Telegraph do. opened a tem
porary office in the union depot. 

The plants of the Daily Advocate 
and Paris Morning News were de
stroyed. The Lamar county court 
house, postoffice, high school build
ing, Episcopal, Congregational and 
First Baptist churches; two large 
apartment houses; Gibraltar and Mer
rick hotels and many costly dwellings 
were among other structures de
stroyed/ 

Today there is not a dry goods 
•tore, drug store, wholesale grocery 
nor hotel left In Paris. Only a few 
retail groceries remain. The only 
restaurants are two railroad eating 
houses. 

Prairie Fires in Kansas. 
UTICA, Kansas, March 22.—Prairie 

Bres starting near Leoti and racing be
fore a fifty mile gale, burned over a 
strip seventy miles long until fire 
fighters brought it under control a 

Short distance west of here last night. 
Seven houses were burned at Modoc, 

forty miles west of here. 

Sixty Cattle Burned. 
FIRBEPORT, m„ March 22.—'Sixty 

head of pedigreed Holstein cattle 
were roasted alive here early today 
when lightning struck a toarn on Fred 
J. Karlem's farm at Winslow, and set 
fire to the structure. The entire 
building was destroyed. The loss is 
estimated at $50,000. 

While the storm raged last night, 
a pedestrian hurled a brick through 
the window of a Jewelry store and. fled 
with $590 worth of diamonds. 

^ Fire at School. 
OSHKOSH, Wis., March 22.—Three 

buildings of the state normal school 
located here were burned by a fire 
starting -at-five o'clock this- morning. 
The gymnasium is now burning and 
It is believed there is little chance 
to save It! One teacher was hurt. 
Loss about $200,000. 

Six Counties on Fire. 
WICHITA, Kan., March 22.—Hun

dreds of milos of grass, a few farm 
buildings and some live stock have 
been burned today by prairie iires 
sweeping ten western Kansas coun
ties. No loss of life has so far been 
reported. A fifty mile gale, with grass 
dry as a bone, added speed to the rac
ing flames. 

Seventy miles from Leoti to Utica 
were burned over last night before the 
fire was brought under control. Sev
eral farm houses were destroyed. 

Another fire starting two miles 
north of Stockton, in • Rooks county, 
swept over half a township, destroying 
feed and livestock-. 

Six counties were afire northwest of 
Dodge City last night and guards 
were stationed in the outskirts to pre
vent the fire entering the city. 

A Million In Oil. 
TULSA, Gkia.. March 2 2 — Thous

ands of barrels of oil in tanks were 
destroyed in a fire 'near Drumright 
early today which burned twenty-four 
derricks and spread to twelve wells. 
Total loss is estimated at $1,000,000. 
The blaze started In a pile of waste. 

Three Are Dead. 
PARIS. Texas, March 22.—Captain 

John Straub, wealthy property owner, 
one unidentified white man and a 
negro were burned to death In the fire 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
BERLIN, March 22.— Russian 

troop* commanded by General Kuro-
patkln continue their violent assaults 
against Von Hindenburg's front on a 
wide sector south and southeast of 
Riga, the war otrioe announced this 
afternoon. All Russian attaoka, how-
ever, have been repulsed. 

TRCINQHBS CAPTURED. 
BERLIN, Maroh 22.—German troops 

have captured more trenohea In the 
Avocourt woods, northwest of Verdun, 
the war office announced this after
noon. 

i 
French prisoners taken In this reg

ion now total 2,972. Heavy artillery 
fighting occurred on both banks of! 
the Meuae last night, but there were ; 
no infantry actions on the Verdun j 
front, except in the Avooourt region. 
The Germans shot down three aero
planes north of Verdun. 

At Oberserpt, In Alaaoe, Frenoh at
tacks were repulsed, the French suf
fering heavily. 

The Germans oounter attacked 
northwest of Poatawy, capturing 584 
Russians. 

The Russians have now been bat | 
terlng heavily at the German front 
for more than forty-eight hours. Their, 
attacks have met with success at only 
one point, near Narooz lake. 

In laat night's action, the Slavs at
tacked violently aoutheaat of Riga,; 
southwest of Jacobstadt, south of i 
Dvlnsk and north of Widey, Narocz 
and Wlsniew lakes. The attacks were 
beaten off. 

SQUIRT FLUMES 
OH THE FRENCH 

Germans Make Further Grains 
Near Verdlun by Means 

of Liquid 
Fire. 

DROVE MEN TO RETREAT 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
BUCHAREST, March 22.—The 7,000 

ton German ateamer Esperanza, 
carrying food supplies to Constanti
nople, was torpedoed and aunk by a 
Russian warship off the Roumanian 
port of Kaliakra Sunday, according to 
delayed despatches received here to
day. -The crew was taken priaoner. 
T h e  E s p e r a n z a  w a s  f l y i n g  t h e  S p a n - i  
ish and Roumanian flags. 

Carpenter Went Crazy. 
[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 

CHARITON, Iowa, March 22.—W. F. 
Ginn, a carpenter, who came here 
with his two daughters from Des 
Moines ten days ago, and has been 
living at the home of Mrs. William 
iStull, went insane this morning and, 
rushing into the room of his daughter, 
Helen, 18, drew a razor across her 
throat. Although wounded and bleed
ing freely, Helen grappled with her 
father, when he started for the room 
of his younger daughter, Marvel, 9, 
threatening to kill her, and gave the 
girl a chance to escape. Mrs. Stull 
also attacked, escaped to the street 
and police arrested Ginn several 
blocks from the scene, the razor still 
In his hand. He can give no account 
of his actions or reasons for the at
tack and the county insanity commis
sion will sit on the case. 

Parle ImfleU That Offensive Will 

Soon be Abandoned and the 

Germans WTtl 

Retire. 

[By Chas. P. Stewart. United Press 
Staff Correspondent] 

LONDON, March 22.—'Liquid Are 
played its most successful role since 
the beginning of the war in the com
bats In which the Germans pushed* 
forward, ten miles northwest of Ver
dun, according to dispatches received 
here today. 

The German artillery bombardment 
in Avoc o u r t  w o o d s  w a s  t e r r i f i c ,  b u t  I n -  i  
effective, Paris reported. It was the | 
Jets of flame bursting In long red 
tongues from billows of smoke that 
drove the French from several hun
dred yards of positions In the woods 
southwest of Malaneourt. 

The success of the Germans In this 
new offensive. It Is admitted here, 
menaces several square miles of 
French positions northwest of Ver
dun. The latest dispatches from Paris, 
however, Insist that the shifting of 
the German attack is only a confes
sion of failure. The news of the Rus
sian victories on the eastern front 
convinces the Paris critics that the 
Verdun offensive of the crown prlnoo 
must soon be abandoned. 

In their rush Into ^rocourt wood, 
the Germans fought their way to with
in seven miles of St. Mtenehould, Ver
dun railway, over which the French 
Verdun armies obtain most of their 
supplies. The German front at this 
point now links up with the Argonne 
front around Vauquols. If the Ger
mans fail to squeeze the French out 
of the northwestern positions of Ver
dun, they may smash southward In an 
attempt to seize this railroad. 

Infantry fighting around Malan
eourt and Avocourt came to a halt 
yesterday morning. The Germans 
continued a heavy bombardment, 
shelling the village of Esnes, a hlgh-
vmy junction, and leaving little doubt 
as to their intentions of renewing 
the attack. 

Dispatches from the correspondent 
of the cologne Gazette offer what 
may be an explanation of the dispute 
between the French and German war 
offices over possession of Dead Man 
hill. The German correspondent as
serted that the Germans hold Hill 
265 and Hill 295, but he admitted that 
since the publication of French war 
maps, the French may have erected 
new defenses on the ridge behind 
these hills, designating the position 
••Dead Man hill." 

[United Press Leased Wire Service 1 
PARIS, March 22w—Violent artljlery 

duels occurred last night on thj '-}>nt 
northwest of Verdun, the wan g"1ce 
armounoed this afternoon, but tt Mr-
mans did not renew their Infan at
tacks. m 

The bombardment was sr jjtlly 
heavy In the region of Malt lurt 
and on Hauoourt hill, whet Sthe 
Bavarians made gains In I —day 
nloht'a fighting. The Germar §jun-
nera oontlnued to pour sheila ! »pon 
Esnee village, south of Bethli* -t. 

On the eaat bank of the ineuse, 
cannonading oontlnued on the sector 
between Vaux village and Damloup. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
AMSTERDAM, Maroh 22.—The 

Turks have evaouated' the Armenian 
city of Erzingan, where they estab
lished headquarters after the fall of 
Erzerum, Bucharest despatchea state-1 

today. They first blew up their muni
tions depot. 

[United Press Leased Wire Service] 
LONDON, March 22.—A wireless 

dispatch from Rome today asserted 
that the Austrlans have abandoned 
Czernowttz, capital of Buckowlna, be
cause of the Russian victories on the 
Dniester. The report Is unconfirmsd 
and was received with reserve here. 

Major for Vice President. 
[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 

ST. JOSEPH, Mo., March 22.— 
Opinion among delegates who re
mained over today was divided wheth
er the Major forces or the antls car
ried the state democratic convention 
which closed Just before midnight.. 

Governor Major's vice presidential 
boom was endorsed almost five to 
one, but his candidate for national 
committeeman, was defeated. Ed
ward Goltra was re-elected. 

The Wilson administration was en
dorsed and eight delegates at large 
and five alternates to the national 
convention chcscn. • 

Socialist Candidate. 
[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., March 22.— 
Danl. W. Hoan, socialist, will be the 
candidate for mayor against G. A. 
Bading, present holder of the office, 
primary returns showed today. Hoan, 
who is city attomay, received 20,753 
votes and Bading 15,116. The non
partisan vote was split between three 
candidates. The total non-partisan 
vote was about 6,000 more than the 
total socialist vote. 

Villa Cuts Telegraph Wires 
as Pursuers Draw Nearer 

Northern Indiana and Part of Illinois 
by Terrific March Gale During 

the Night. 

Swept 

HOUSES AND JRAINS^ BLOWN OVER 
Snow, Sleet, Rain and Lightning Ride on the 

Wind as Gentle Spring Comes in 
With a Roar* 

(Continued on page 2.) 

BORDER REINFORCEMENTS 
ARE SPEEDING SOUTHWARD 

. . .  ,  „  t r a i n  o f  f o u r  s e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  c a r s  h a d  
irunston S Appeal Me<t with, a, j been held on a side track in readiness 

Ouidk Restrnnse From Iever 8lnce the American punitive ex-yuics aesponse rrom I pedition was ordered. Funston's dls-
Several Points. j  patch indicated that General Persh-

| lng's expedition Is nearing Villa's fight-
| ing line. While Carranzista troops 

fUnited Press Leased Wire Service.] 
WASHINGTON, March 22.—General 

Funston's call for border reinforce
ments met instant response today. 
From ail sections of the country troop 
trains were speeding toward the Mex
ican border. 

At 4 o'clock this morning Colonel 
Wilder with four troops of the Fifth 
cavalry at Fort Myer, Va., just across 
the Potomac from Washington .left on 
* special train with right of way 
orders for Columbus, N. M. Other 
squadrons of cavalry from Wyoming, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and Fort! 

are reported already fighting with Vil-
Uetas in a running retreat, the Amer
ican forces are reported closing in. 

Reports that all communication be
tween Oolumbus and Pershing's com
mand has been cut; disturbed offi
cials, though it was believed this was 
due to military difficulties and not 
treachery. 

Urgent steps were being taken to 
replenish Pershing's supplies. OHcials 
admitted that uuless more supplies 
reach him within a few days, a serious 
situation will be faced by the Ameri
can expedition. 

The Btate department and Car-
Sheridan, Illinois, and the Twenty- [ ranza's representatives here today 
fourth infantry from Fort D. A. Rus- rushed work on the proctol providing 
sell, Wyoming, were to be on their j for co-operation of the United States 
•Way in the afternoon. 

The request from Funston for the 
Fort Myer reinforcements reached 
here late yesterday. In a pouring rein, 
the cavalry men who have frequently 
exhibited before President "Wilson 
and congreesmen  ̂ boarded. * special] diplomatic form, today. 

and Carranza governments In pursu
ing Villa and also use by Americans 
of the Mexican railways. The proto
col's essential features have been 
agreed upon. Only the details were 
being worked out and put in proper 

[By B. T. Conkle, United Press Staff 
Correspondent.] 

E3L PASO, Texas, March 22.-—Cut oft 
from the border when the field wire
less failed, and Villista bands cut the 
telegraph lines from Juarez, nothing 
had been heard from General Persh
ing's expeditionary forces early today 
since ho reported his vanguard near 
Villa who had sought the Santa Clara 
canyon, following a severe defeat by 
Carranza soldiers near Namiqulpa 
y6st@rd&y 

The terrors of the Villa hunt were 
emphasized Just before communica
tion lines were cut, by reports of two 
American aviators lost In the Chi
huahua desert since Sunday, men go
ing blind from the glare of the sands 
under the tropical sun and horses 
dropping dead from exhaustion. 

Other members of the aeroplane 
squadron were hunting their lost, 
mates, Lieutenants Robert H. Willis 
and Edgar S. Gorrell, whose three day 
rations and scant water supply must 
be practically gone by today. The 
cause of their mishaps or the fate ot 
the two aviators was unknown here. 

The American cavalry rushing to
ward Namiqulpa was yesterday report
ed to have passed El Valle within 
twenty-four hours forced march of 
Villa. If the outlaw has not escaped 
Into the wild Santa Clara mountains, 
United States troops ought to be In 
touch with Villa before night. It was 
likely, however, that Villa had split up 
his followers and would himself avoid 
a fight with Pershing's vanguard. -

Army men who declared that the 
expedition In Mexico now faced the 
jaost serious j>rgblenaj| since J£-ciossed 

the border exactly a week ago point
ed to the Villa band harrasslng the 
lengthening American lines of com
munications as the reason for Fun-
Dton's request for more troops. The 
army's field telegraph constructed 
along the line of march has repeatedly 
been cut and rendered practically 
worthless. These repairs have taken 
so much of the signal corps time that 

! the wire have only been strung for a 
j distance of thirty or forty miles, 
j Villistas had cut the Mexico North-
i western's telegraph lines In nearly 
thirty different places, leaving the 
Juarez authorities without word of 
the movement of the United States 
troops or the battle reported raging 
near Namiqulpa yesterday between 
Colonel Cano's Carranza forces and 
Villa's men. A brief wireless from 
Pershing yesterday reported the Vil
listas beaten and retreating to the 
Santa Clara canyon. 

If two other American columns on 
either side of the forces which left 
El Valle were racing toward the bat
tlefield to engage Villa, as reported, 
the three American cavalry squadrons 
were out of sight and touch with each 
other. The column reported going to
ward Babrlcora ranch was separated 
from the El Valle squadron by the 
Oriental range of the Sierra Madres, 
while the Santa Clara range cut off 
the central squadron from the east
ern column reported near Carmen. 
The latter may attack Villa If he 
emerges from the Santa Clara canyon. 
Carranza troops at corresponding 
points south completed the iron ring 
around Villa, 

The pursuit few now reached the. 

rugged Guerrero district in which 
Villa defied the defacto government 
since hlH defeat at Agua Prieta nearly 
a year ago. Between th» ranges of 
hills, a single crooked trail runs at 
the foot of the mountains or Indis
tinctly turns toward secret springs 
and caves which have been the hid
ing places of bandits for centuries. 

Details from Namiqulpa lacking, 
some authorities believed that Villa 
would attempt to cut through the Car-
ranzistas and strike southwestward 
into the heart of the Sierras near the 
town of Guerrero. Once in those al
most Impenetrable mountains, they 
predicted no army could take up his 
trail and that man for man the Vil
listas would excell the Americans in 
fighting from behind rocks or in 
traversing the dangerous, uncharted 
mountain paths. These authorities 
again forecasted a prolonged man 
hunt. 

Native Mexican resentment against 
the entry of American troops has re
sulted in a tense situation in Ameri
can towns along the border. Federal 
authorities were besieged today with 
appeals for troops for protection. 
Practically all the appeals were being 
turned down owing to the lack of sol
diers. 

All American women have le?t 
Atanens. thirty miles west of El Paso 
where 80 percent of the inhabitants 
are Mexicans. Two women schoo: 
teachers were in the refuge party and 
their school has been closed. Cap
tain Moses of the cavalry troopB on 
duty at Atanens advised their depar
ture. There is a roundup of Mexi-

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Maroh 22.— 

That a wind storm of large propor
tions swept across northern Indiana 
near midnight last night doing con
siderable damage to various cities, 
was evident today from meager re
ports coming in over demoralised 
wires. One man was killed at Logans-
port and several houses were demol
ished. 

Train Blown Over. 
MARION, Indiana, March 22.—Good 

fortune and a steel car saved many 
from possible serious Injury last mid
night when a powerful wind swept 
three cars of Clover Leaf passenger 
train number 6 off the track and 
down an embankment in Marlon. 

Although two of the oars turned 
over, only two men, both trainmen, 
required hospital treatment. The wlfcd 
lifted a heavy steel sleeper from the 
rails as the train was speeding In an 
attempt to make up lost time. The 
steel car shot down the embankment, 
but did not turn over. 

Fire closely followed the wind in 
Marion, gutting the Starrett Drug 
company's store in the Iroquois block, 
the biggest city block. Loss was 
125,000. 

Property Destroyed. 
CHICAGO, March 22.—A heavy gale 

that accompanied a spring blizzard 
caused much property damage in 
northeastern Illinois, according to 
early reports over crippled telephone 
and telegraph wires today. 

Houses were blown over at Kanka
kee and Pittwood, Illinois, according 
to early reports. 

The blizzard, which brought snow, 
Sleet, rain, lightning and a heavy gale, 
delayed traffic and tied up wire com
munication to many points. 

Fears were felt for the safety of 
the freight steamer Arizona, which 
left here last night, for Manitowoc. 
Wis. It is due to arrive there at 10 
a. m. today. The steamer May wood, 
running from Kenosha to Chicago, was 
forced to put in at Waukegan, 111., so 
severe was the gale. 

One Man Killed. 
MARION, Ind., March 22.—The 

wind claimed one life at Jalapa, near 
here, when a chimney was blown 
down. The bricks fell through the 
roof of the farm house of R. Williams 
onto the bed. Williams was killed 
and his wife seriously injured. 

Wires Are Down. 
• KOKOCMO, Ind., March 22.—All at
tempts to communicate with Logans-

TWO AMERICAN AVIATORS 
ARE LOST IN MEXICO 

Left the Border on Sunday 
With Others, But Failed 

' to Arrive. 

• . \ 

^Continued ea peg* 
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: [United Press Leased Wire Service] 
1 COLUMBUS, N. M.. Aferch 22.—Lost 
in the Mexican desert and facing star
vation or death at the hands of hostile 
Mexican bands, two United States 
army aviators early today were boins 

; sought by other fliers of the a^ro 
I corps and parties of trained scouts de-
; tailed from Columbus. Lieutenant 
j Robert H. Willis and Lieutenant Kd-
1 gar S. Gorrell are the missing avia
tors. They left here Sunday with the 
other fliers, one man to each machine, 

i heading for the American base at 
iCasas Grandes. When they failed to 
' arrive in twenty-four hours. Captain 
, B. D. Foulois, commanding the aero 
: squad at Casas Grandes. ordered all 
! wagon trains, scouting parties and 
: aviators traversing the wild district 
to watch for the missing men. 

The fall of Thomas S. Bowen. army 
flier, who was Injured in the first 
American aero mishap under war con
ditions, and the disappearance ot the 

two fliers, cut Captain Foulois' squad 
to five machines. 

j There was still hope that the miss
ing aviators escai>ed injury or would 

I turn up in some settlement in the 
barren stretch north of Casas Grandes. 
Army men pointed out that engine 
trouble may have forced both men to 
descend and that with their maps and 
other equipment the fliers might hava 
reached a settlement out of touch 

i with the army base. Army men wera 
! certain on ono point, however, that 
j Willis and Gorrell, both young ath-
' lotes and members of old American 
j families would uphold the best tradi-
' tions of the army if forced into an un
equal fight for life in the desert. 

i Soldiers Take Sick. 
EL PASO, Texas, March 22.— 

j American soldiers, unaccustomed to 
' weather conditions south of the bor-
I der are dropping out from pneumonia 
and dysentery. 

I Seven soldiers who reached El Paso 
today for treatment in the Fort Bliss 
military hospital, told graphic stories 
of how sickness was thinning the 
ranks of Pershing's column. The in
tense heat of the semi-tropical desert 
country Is claiming Its victims by 

^Continued on. page D 

port or Peru, Ind., by wire or ran had 
failed up to 10 a on. today. Poles are 
down along both routes. Ona uncon
firmed report said three were dead at 
Loganaport , 

High Wind In the Watt , 
LINCOLN, Neb„ March 22.—High 

wind, reaching & dangerous velocity 
In parts of the western section of the 
state, swept over Nebraska through
out the night. In the western portion 
the barometer dropped to a low 
point. Indicating tornado tendencies. 
So far as Is known no serious de
struction was done, the damage being 
confined to blowing down some wind 
mills and the collapsing of some 
frail shelter sheds. 

A Foot of toow. 
BATTLE CREJ3K, Mich., March 28. . 

—A snow storm of blizzard proportions » : 
starting shortly before midnight and \ 

i still prevailing in full fury at 10 a. m. 
1 today, covered the surrounding coun
try under a blanket of snow nearly a 

j foot deep. It was the heaviest fall ot 
' the winter. Thunder and lightning 
'played its part throughout the night. 
Street car traffic was Mocked and all 
trains are running behind time. 

Very Heavy 8rtw». 
DETROIT, Mich., March 22.—Detroit 

experienced one of the heaviest snow 
storms in years today. With a 
heavy white blanket of 10 inches cov
ering the ground at noon, the snow 
fall, accompanied by a high wind, 
threatened to continue throughout th» 
day with increasing fury. 

Ivocal street car tralfio -was badly 
Impeded and much delay was reported 
on lnterurban lines running Into the 
city. 

The Swoop of the Wind. 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.. March 23.— 

Powerful winds followed by a March 
blizzard swept the middle western 
states today, centering their destruc
tive powers in a narrow strip through 
the northern half of Indiani. 

Loss of life and large property loss 
In Indiana, not yet tabulated because 
of the demoralized communications 
and a heavy snowfall in Michigan 
were the outstanding features. 

Three deaths and many persons In
jured were the casualties reported 
from the wind's path in Indiana 

The wind entered Indiana from 
northern Illinois at Kankakee county 
and swept southeastward, displaying 
Its greatest strength at Logansport, 

(Continued on page 2.) 
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