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SNAPPING AT VILL

A'S

HEELS TODAY

REPORTED MASSACRE BY ViLLA
0 GARRISON OF CARRANZISTAS

Said to Have Been Wiped Out by f

the Outlaws.

PURSUERS ARE CLOSING IN ON HIM NOW

Motor Trucks are Still Being Used to Carry
Supplies to the Troops 300 Miles
Across the Line.

fUnited Press Leased Wire Service]

BL PASO, Texas, March 81.—Villa's
slleged murder of 137 men and
cers in the Carranza garrison at Guer-
rero was unconfirmed by Juares au-
thorities today.

The same unofficial uncredited ad-
vices charged Villa with killing sev-
eral women and children in Guerrero
and turning over a number of women
captives to his followers.

This information reported to have
been received at Fort Bliss and for-
warded to San Antonio headquarters,
did not conform with a report from
Major General Flunston yesterday that
Villa passed Guerrero on last Mon-
day. Pershing’s report did not men-
tion the massacre of the garrison. So
far a8 known in E1 Paso. The uncon-
firmed story of the massacre stated
Villa's band numbered 2,000 which is
at variance with all other reports that
Diis band had been split up and that
he was fleeing with only a handful of
followers.

Villa . was reliably last reported
northeast of Guerrero, raiding the

anches for fresh mounts to continue
his flight probably toward the moun-
tains in northerm Durango.

Army officers in E] Paso estimated
hat Colonel Dodd's’ cavalry columns
lwere hot on Villa's trafl and that
Carranzista troops in the Chihuahua
Yty district also were closing in on
him. Momentary fighting was ex-
peoted.

The absence of official news in
varez was explained on the basis

hat the pursuit was now taking place
n Chihuahua City territory and that

arranza reports would be made to
he commander there, General Luls
uiterrez. General Gavira of Juarez
helieved that the United States troops
are well south of the railroad line
est of Chihuahua City today. In that
rase the American line of communica-
lons is over 300 miles lbng. The ad
vanced troops were plentifully sup-
plied with money to buy provisions
rom Mexicans along the line of pur-
uit. In the meantime, supplies were
being rushed dy motor truck trains
om Columbus to the bases of the ex-
pedition at Casas Grandes and EI
valle. Mule pack trains carried the
unitions south from E] Valle to the

offi- |

vanguard, Carranzistas at Madera,
! nearest railroad point to Guerrero,
were alding in supplying the Ameri-
can troops, who were also belleved to
be drawing on Chibuahua City for
supplies.

i . hot In the leg. Th
Carranza Garrison of 137 Men at Guerrero 13:' g B gl - g o

with Villa's band and that Viila was |

sglde were not mentioned. The mes-
sage sadd Villa left after being
wounded.”

Garcla’s announcement yestarday of
receipt of advices that Mayor Rodri-
gues was assassinated eat Ojinaga,
Mexico, was met by teleagrams today
from Preeidio, Texas, across the river
from Ojinaga that the report was un-
true,

News of the progress of the Amer
ican expedition was again delayed to-
day by temporary trouble with the
army’s fleld wireless from Casas
Grandes to Columbus, due to atmos-
pheric conditions.

Aviators Are Superion
[By H. D, Jacobs, United Press Staft
Correspondent.)

FIHRLD HEADQUARTERS AMBRI-
CAN ARMY NHAR DUBLAN, Mexico,
March 80. (By motor traln to Colum-
bus, N. M., March 81.)—Ths axperi-
ence of American army fiyers in Mex-
ico has made them the superior of any
aerial force In the world of equal num-
bers. <Captain B, B. Foulols of the
first aero squadron made this claim
today In the face of criticism of his
men.

Bl Paso military authorities have
not yet takem advantage of the lim-
ited Carranza concession to use the

port food supplies to the American
forces Into Mexico. Major Elliott of
the quartermaster’s department, said|
that three carloads sent to Juarez
several days ago consigned to private
individuals in Casas Grandes, but in-|
tended for the American troops, have
not yet left the yards.

Villa was Wounded.
[By BE. T. Conkle, United Press Staff
Correspondent.]
EL PASO, Texas, March 381.—Villa
was shot in the leg in a skirmish with

today.

mention of any loss to the garrisen
Gavira ridiculed reports that

rison only numbered fifty men, ac-|
cording to Gavira, [

Brigadier General Bell of Fort,
Bllss, who according to the “rumor
facory” reported the massacre to|
Funston at San Antonio, stated to-
day that his only information regard-
ing the fight at Guerrero came from |
| the nawspapers. Bell said he had no
| further advices from Brigadier Gen-
| eral Pershing with the expedition |
|since Pershing reported Villa passed |
| Guerrero Monday. Gavira's !

impres- |
| sfon from the Cabagas report was
that the skirmish took place Wednes-
day or Thursday. {

According to local newspapermen, |
Gavira last night stated 100 were/
killed in ths Guerrero fighting. While |
Gavira said he had no further dis-|
patches this morning his statement
today was: |

“Skirmishes at Guerrero were very
much exaggerated. The message |
from General Cabazas of Guerrero
simply sald there was a skirmish |

UCH EVIDENCE

ONLY MUDDLES THE PROBLEM!

abinet Again Discusses Crisis
Which Has Developed
With Germany.

By Robert J, Bender, United Press
Staff Correspondent.]
WASHINGTON, March 31.—Presi-
ent Wilson and his cabinet discussed
gain today the crisis which has de-
eloped with Germany as a result of
6 kaiser’s apparent renewal of Il
%al submarine activities. With a
Rass of evidence at hand, the cabinet
ted a somewhat muddled problem.
Of the four boats attacked upon
hich American lives were jeopardiz-
d, 1t is understood the Eagle Point
as in the service of the English ad-
iralty; the Englishman, it will be
robably contended by Germany, Was
ttempting to escape, and the Sussex,
is already declared by German of-
lals, was the victim of a mine and
ot & submarine. What wil] be said of
e Manchester Engineer, is yet to be
ben. In the face of these points, the
esident and Secretary of State Lan-
hg are hoping to obtain in the next
days American consuls
sufiiclent evidence on which
base definite conclusions. Ab-
s of word from Ambassador Ger-
d In reply to suggestions that he
taly In.;l-.unmy from 'u!:a German

ON HAND |

concerning the recent disasters, has
contributed to the difficuity,

While a few days ago the bellef
was so strong among administration
officials that the Sussex was a vietim |
of a German submarine that breaking |
oft of relations was openly predlcted.’
the uncertainty that has arisen since
then, caused cabinetl members to coun-
gsel deliberation today. Drastic action
will be taken, they say, if proof is
clear, but only if it ig clear,

Proof is Lacking.
[By Robt. J. Bender, United Press
Staff Correspondent.]

WASHINGTON, March 31—The
United States government is not In
possession of proof on which to base
any formal charge against Germany
of renewing illegal submarine war-
fare In the English channel.

fhe cabinet today passed on a
mass of circumstantial evidence tend-
ing to indicate a German submarine
attacked without warning the un-
armed channel packet Bussex, jeop-
ardizing Amerfcan livea. Positive
evidence, however, is lacking, it was
declared by officials, following the
cabinet session.

Until positive evidence is at hand,
the United States will undertake no
action.

No word has been received from
Ambassador Gerard at Berlin who
was requested by this government to
make informal Inquiry as to the
German government's knowledge of

the Sussex and other cases. No un-|
easiness, however, was expressed at ‘
the delay.

Mexican Northwestern rallway from |
Juarez. General Gavira stated there | flY, create shifting winds and danger-
was no equipment in Juarez to trans- ous air

the Carranza garrison at QGuerrero, |
according to General Gavira of Juarez |
A report from General Caba- |
zas, of Guerrero, to Gavira made no |Cotumbus.

villa |south, a column of infantry also left
massacred nearly two hundred men, [the base camp here today after Villa,
women and children there. The gar-|who is somewhere 175 miles south of

| emall band of Carranzistas is actively

' posse searched a wide expanse

“Our aviators are dally encounter-
/Ing conditions no airmen ever before
{have faced,” he sald. “The Sierra
| Madres over whioh our planes must

pockets. The altitude of
nearly a mile above sea level gives
the machines only about another milo
leeway as thelr maximum saltitude is
two miles. Despite this and the add-
ed handicap of very rousgh country for
landing, the squadron of eight aero-
| planes has gone through the campalgn
|80 far without any real serous mis-

{hap. As the expedition moves farth-

{er south, an saltitude of nearly two,
and this |

miles will be encountered
|will test the machines and the men |
to the utmost. Thelr experience now |
/makes théem the superior of any aer-|
{ial force in the world.” . {
Regular aertal mail service has
|been ostablished between here and
flizht

Following an aeroplane's

Dublan. A trainloag of <Carranza
troops also passed through nearby
Casas Orandes, going southward. A

co-operating with the American van-
guard. Brigadier General Pershing
expresges the greatest satisfaction|
with the treatment sccorded him by
the representatives of the defacto
government. '
Despite this co-operation and the|
friondlineas of the native Mex{cans, |

{army officers bellove catching Villa| gy "y g A
| will be a long, hard job. Some of tho i ;V;u‘sa.w ; .
{aifficulties experiencedq by the Amerl-| o en wn

can soldlers in the higher and colder
altitudes south of here may be guessed |
from the bitter cold weather in Dub- |
lan. Half an inch of ica formed In
buckets during the night. It is rumor-
ed that the chase after Villa Satur-
day went on In & EnOW storm,

The native Mexicans are staking)
everything on the success of the ex-|
pedition. If the bandits are not thor-
oughly wiped out, Mexican farmers
fear they will return and murder
everyone who sold produce to the
American soldiers. Villa is raported
to have killed Mexicans for merely
ndopuxig American ideas and working

(Continued on page 2.)

ENGLAND

FRARGE

[United Press Leased Wire Service]

LONDON, March 31.—Twe thous-
and munition workers are now on
etrike In the government

troublea threatened to spread. Less
than 400 strikers have returned to
work In spite of pressure of union
leaders.

Arthur Henderson, labor member of
the cabinet, was due to reach Glas-
gow at noon, He was to meet a com-
mittee of the strikers.

The government today directed eeri-
ous attention to the situation at Lliv-
erpool, where ten thousand dock work-
ers rejocted the award of arbitrators
and refused to return to work. The
dock workers have now been out three
days and the results of the strike are
already being feit In shipping olrclea

GERMARY

[United Press Leased Wire Service.]

BERLIN, March 31—~The fortified
village of Malancourt and the
fenses on both sides have been storm-
ed and captured by German troops,
the war office announced this after-
noon. The Germans
oners,

THE WEATHER.

Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau.]

[O. 8.

For Keokuk and vicinity: Partly
cloudy tonight and Saturday. Cooler
tonight.

For Jowa: Partly cloudy tonight

and Saturday. Cooler tonight east
and. céntral portions.

For Missourl: Unsettled and cooler
tonight. Probably rain east and south
portions. Saturday partly cloudy.

For Illinois: Rain tonight. Satur-
day partly cloudy. Probably rain
southeast portion. Moderate tempera-
ture.

Weather Conditions.

With the exception of somewhat
warmer weather in the upper Missis-
sippi vallay, attending a moderate de-
pression which is central near St
Paul this morning, the change in tem-
perature has been slight.

There has been scattered light rain |

in portions of the Missour! and upper
Missiseippi valleys, and light rain In
westarn Texas, where the presssure
remains low.

River Bulletin,
Flood stage. Stage. Change

St. Paul .....cc000 14 13.6 x1.4
La Oroese .......13 8.3 0.0
Dubuque .......ee 18 10.4 0.0
Davenport ..eses.-156 12.2 -0.2
Keokuk sesevesedd 16.4 x0.3
20 26.2 x0.5

= rea | 19.0 x0.4 |
........ 10 10. -0.2
vhe river will fall slowly from

Davenport to Keokuk during the next

| forty-eight hours, and will fall south |

of Keokuk Saturday.

Local Observations. |
March. Bar. I'ber. Wind W'th'r
30 7 p. m——30.12 60 SE Cl'dy
31 7 a. m. 30.07 G0 SE Ltrain

Precipitation in 24 hours, trace.

River stage 7 a. m., 16.4 feet

Change in 24 hours, rise .3.

Mean temperature 30th, 652.

Highest, 64.

Lowest, 40.

Lowest last night, 49,

FRED Z. GOSEWISCH,

Observer.

[United ¥ : Leased Wire Bervice.]
LONDC ® March 81.—The Ger-

n fao-|In a ren

| torles In the Clyde district and reports | ©n both .F
from Glasgow today said the labor | Military

mans ha’ E st twenty thousand men
of the Verdun estruggle

ks of the Meuse, French

erts ostimated today.

| Sever & attallons were wiped out

|In the s rt to capture Malancourt.

French a8 on Hill 5.4 tore such |
great ’ in the oharging lnes of |
Germa .hat the attack was haited |
aftor ~.... Germans had secured a
foothold In the village through lack
of men to follow up the drive.

The German lossce In the renewal
of the attacke around Douaumont yeo-
terday ware extremely heavy, oon-
sidering the number of men engaged,
Paris despatches clalmed.

For forty-eight hours the Germans
have been dropping shells on the
eastern part of Malancourt and on
the French front Just south of the
village. French batteries in Bols
Bourrus and on HIlil 304 have been
aotive In reply.

Before another fortyelght hours
have passed, It ls belloved cortmin the
crown prince will throw fresh regl-
meonts Into a heavy assault on Malan-
oourt, striking at the same timo In
‘the Avoucourt woods. Yesterday's
]ﬂghtlng around Douaumont ls believ.
Ie:.i to have been only a diversion
i while the Germans prepared to re-

! dun.
! French troops have evacuated all
but the eastern and southern outskirts

took 328 pris-|of the village of Malancourt, accord-|Gny

ling to Parls dispatches today, heavy
{German artillery pounding having
| made the position untenable. The vil.
'Iage and the highway Intersection I8
ibeing swept by a fierce French artll-
|tery fire, proventing the Germane from
| occupying the position,
\
{ FORCED TO EVACUATE,
PARIS, March 31.—French troops
|have evacuated the ruined village of

Malancourt, but firmly. “sold tha two

highways leading to Bethincourt and
| Esnes, the war office announced this

afternoon.

| The Germans drove the French out
lof the village last night, attacking
heavily three times, after a vory vlo-
lent bombardment.

In massed attackas the enemy ad.
|vanced on Malancourt, attacking In
| three different places. After a terribie
|struggle raging for several hours, the
| French advance guard battallon evac
| uated, having Inflicted heavy |osses on
|the enemy.

The French retired to fortified pos!-
tions on the two highways leading
|trom Malancourt, where they have
|successtully resisted ail attempts of
{the German to meke further progress.
{Though the German frontal attack at
| Malancourt was successful, the
French repulsed two grenade attacis
'In the Avocourt woods to the south.
In this reglon the crown prince has

!
|

| sncrificed soveral battalions in an of-|

' fort to drive In the side of ths French

I gallent, forcing the evaocuation of (ho|

'whole Bethincourt-Malancourt triangle.

On the east bank of the Meuss, the
Germane were repuleed In an attempt
4o carry a French work east of Haud-
romont.

! Fort Madison Sulclde.
| §0nfted Press Lensed Wire Service]
FORT MADISON, Towa, March —
'A!ter ecarefully dressing herself In
the clothes she wanted to be buried

in and leaving written instructlons for

of a clothing store proprietor, turned
on the gas and laid down to die. Her
gon, a clerk in the state prison, found
her body when he returned from work
last night.

—Advertes in The Gate Clty.

Chapter on Buried Money is

Added to Story of Poisoner

[United Press Leased Wire Service.]

NEW YORK, March 31.—"The |
strange case of Dr. Arthur Warren
Waite” to apply a fiction title to the
mystery that has been invested with
every concelvable thrill, had a fresh |
thriller added to it today when :;

0

ecand dunes for buried money. !

The money is $9,000 in bills. It was
paid to Eugene Oliver Kane, an em-
balmer to give testimony that he
used arsenic in the embalming fluid
used on John E. Peck, Grand Rapids
millionaire whom Dr. Walte pois-
oned. The case has Involved ro-
:aance, love, “other women," occult-
ism, milllons of dollars, subtle and
violent poisoning, family history, the
“man from Egypt” and intimations
of insanity. Now comes the eiement
that rivals Poe's famous “gold bug.” |

After Kane got the money from Dr. !
walite, a few days after the Peck|
funeral he kept silence. Late yes-|

| terday while District Attorney Swann | celving

was pushing a nation wide search |
for him, he walked into Swann's of-!
fice, accompanied by a lawyer and|
agreed to talle

v

' had shovels.

it

He said Waite forced the money on
him and that he buried it in a sandy
expanse near Orient Point, ) 30l o4

In the early dawn of today, at-
taches of Swann’s office, lawyers rep-
resenting all parties-in the case and
a few movie camera men shot Long
lslandward in big asutomobiles. All
Kane was with them,
having agreed to point out the place
where the money was burled. His
version of the bribery for evidence
is “Dr. Waite bhanded me a check for

| 29.000 after telling me to put arsenic

in the embalming fluid and get a

| sample down to the district attorney.

I didn't want the check; I tried to
hand it back. He wouldn't take it.
“Later in a cigar store Dr. Waite
handed me a package, $9,000 in bills
of $500, $100 and $50. I hid it in a
bureau drawer nnd‘aﬁerward buried

{

J — }
Mrs. Margarst Hofton, PBr,  Walite's
ctudio compafion, has adntitted re-

a valuable | ring from Dr.
Walte. It contained two large dia-
monds in a platinim mounting and

several smaller stones. It is wvalued

lat about $2,000.

The grand jury which has been
grinding away at the Walte case all
week., may return an indictment
charging first degree murder today.

Wake Indicted.

NEW YORK, Mearch
Warren Walte was today indicted on a! =
charge of murder in the firast degres'”™
for the poisoning of John B. Peck, his
millionaire father-in-law, of Grand
Raplds, Mich

An indictment was returned before
Judre Nott in court of general session
and followed a continuous hearing of
evidence In fhe case by the grand
jury since Monday. Dune to Walte's
{llness, he probably will not he ar-
‘raigmev! nntil Monday. He continues
| to show physical improvement.
| It the proceedure usually observed

tn murder cases s followed, the dis-
| troct attorney will move the change of
! the Indictment to the supreme court
[for trial. Action will be as rapid as
the crowded court calendar will per-
mit

The penalty for conviction on the

|im the electric chair.

the funeral., Mrs. Joseph Thomas, wife|

31.—Dr. Arthar!UP 87

charge of first degree murder is death |:

AON GAIP 15 GLOSING

[PON |

German Crown Prince is Aiming Great Blow
at Enemy Which has Already Gained
Some Ground.

FURIOUS ATTAGK 15 BEING PUGHED

Despite Official Statements, There has Been
no Lull on the Verdun Front for
Several Daya.

—_—

ancourt was & browa spot -Jow ey
| horizon. The daily astlliery duel i
begun when we took up our

| [By Carl W. Acherman, Tnfted Presa
I Staft Correspondent.
| WITH THE CROWN PRINCE'S not

de-| new the struggle northwest of Ver ,p\y ON THE BATTLEFIPLD QF  position. Below on the slapes, birds

| VERDUN, March 87.—(Delayed.)— | were singing In the trees. All the
| The iron grip of the crown prince's | vast trench land about Verdun ap~
lgreat army is closing in upon Ves peared peaceful

|7 By noon the sun broke through the
olouds and routed the mists over~

|  Storms of artillery shells are ly.-I ellograph
| ternatically preparing the way for .,MMIDG the Meusa. K

| great Infantry advance. Despite the!

{ofMclal war statements, there has 0§ Verdun. The German guns be-
[been no real lull on the Verdun &30 rosring & heavy ch%m-
| front. Every day has been utllised answered by the French. oz
by the Germans in completing prepa- officer in charge of our party point-
i rations for the great blow., There ls,"d' six huge shels fired by the Ger
| every Indication that the advance ia | TM&D8 strack in the heart of Belle-
| about to begin. villa. Instantly the town was In
| The fortified villages of Malancoust | fames.

and Bethiucourt, fen mfies northiwest’ & ¢ Drive Resumsd,

| of Verdun are hemmed in on thres |
{sides by the Germans. When the | [Py COharles P, Stewart, United Press
| German Infantry begins to mowe on | Staff Correspondent]

the west bank of the Meuso they are LONDON, March 31.—The crown
| certain to fall prince has resumed his great drive on
| (The capture of Malancourt by the | Verdun with furious attacks on both
| Germans wns announced toddy, four  stdes of the river Meuse, The strong-
| days after Ackerman's dispatch wnhy fortified village of Malancoust, ten
| Nled.) | miles northwest of Verdun, was cap«
| The efty of Verdun ia ablame In|tured by the Germans last night,
|three parts. I'rom hills captured by | Frontal attacks by massed German
'the Germans, I distinctly saw the | jagions drove the French out of the
| henyy Bmoke vapors above the city.| vilinge, an important highwey come
| The village of Delleville, northeast ’ n.nication point, but the French still
of Verdun was set on fire by Ger™ |34 redoubts commanding the highe

man shells today. | WAy,

From the summit of the highest 'l'l' . heavy Germen Infamtry
| hill opposite the Verdun front thal, ... °wora precedsd by & tﬂr.l’l
| whole northwestern battlefield spread | bombardmant from German batteries

| before the eye

| rama,
In the distanece, the spire of Ve

ldun cathedral glistened in the morn-
|fng sun. In the foreground lay the |
{village of Belleville, a cluster of
| houses by the roadside. |
Across a silver streak on the land. Foast of the Meuse, the German war
| scapo—the river Mouse—Ilay Mort | office reported, “cloao fighting” hma
| FHomme (Dead Man Hill) and Forges | developed gouth of the ruins of Fory
| which were stormed by the Germans Douaumont. The dattle is for Dossess

| March 6. The Commers woods, Deth. slon of tmyportant highways.

| inconrt and surrounding hilla  stood | The French hold on the village of
out In dark ralief against the gray | Bethincourt, twg miles east of Malans

| ourtatn of smoke hage, Far to the court is seriously thregtened by the

|woat the cross roads village of Mal- | capture of Malencourt.

!LONE GERMAN HELD UP SHIP
WITH CREW OF 40 ENGLISHMEN

| . for ald,
. hove in sight.

\'Was After Money and Admits ~ Nupoleon Bonaparte Register,
1y Q bt | tice of the peaes, who mitted
Pirate Stunt Was ITot pea com

| Schiller to jail, is taking no chancea
an Aot of War. . .
tthe town. Four special guards, with
| {hefty revolvers watch Schiller's cell

in marvelous panc-| . ‘45 heights surrounding the town.
| The German war office announced
that not only the village, but French
defemsive positions on both eldes were
captured and that the Germans tool
| 328 prisoners,

| of the pirate egcaping and capturlng

| |at night.
[United Press Leased Wire Service.]
LEWES,

Others In the Plot
Del, March 31—A darlng’

Delaware, March 3l.—
21 year old Ger-|

the

» handed, captured a'!plot to capture the 5,000 ton Eritish

y ship just outside New York steamer Matoppo with her valuable
or, uay be hanged by the British o and run her to sea, Was Yo
4 Schiller 13 ! Ernst Schillex,/the

v lay by

re authori- who held
t disposi-
case. If
Ma- |

P

1Now
eliow

have sto

ff S: Hook thay
rar her officers, cow
by a display of arma and

make a he high seas.
iMs four comrades backed out a
few honurs before the Matoppo sailed
from Hoboken. Schi decided to

but

moved by patriotic|
,hos ! held the ship up
because he wanted money and count- |
ed on getting $10,000 from the Ma-

» Matoppo's crew of fort) v out the program alone,
ed ith a pair of revolvers ¢ nlanncd to make his escape to the

‘he storv that ha had placed bombs | Delawars shore after looting the
aboard the ship and could easily blow | captain's safe. He refused to name
her u the four men.

3 r raid he had no trouble; Tho entira cargo of the Matoppa
e way aboa the Matoppo | was being nnloaded and searched to-
‘ as loading war supplies | gav for the bombs the captain belleves
£ . Russian government at Hobo- | gchiller may have concealed on board.,
}

The pirate was removed to the United
States custom house, today under
heavy gnard. The bmilding was sur
rounded by hundreds of curious citi-

He was not

[topro’s safo. He was about to make |, g

his escape, having orderad the | N

steamer run ashore on the Delaware |

looa.st, when a coast guard cutier,! ~—Subscribe for The Gate City.
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