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[ead of Retiring' CJity Admin
istration Discusses Many-

Matters of Public 
Interest. 

TREET IMPROVEMENTS 

layor Tells of Need of Home 
Rule in Matter of Appor

tioning the City 
Taxes. 

The report of the. retiring mayor of 
^eokuk, S. W. Moorhead for the two 
ears of the administration of which 

was the bead, was presented to 
lie council Saturday morning. The re
sit will be included in the sixth an-
ual report of the city of Keokuk un-
bp the oommlsslon form of govern

ment, which will shortly be printed for 
ablic consumption. 

i The mayor's report touches on the 
|ty improvements made during the 
ast two years, the work on the new 
teokuk and Hamilton bridge, the con
ation of the city finances, the river 
font improvements, the need of home 
bio in the matter of apportioning 
(ie taxes and other matters of pertin-
nt public interest. 
| The mayor's report follows: 

i 
The Mayor's Report. 

| Upon retiring from office at the end 
two years this administration 

^kes pleasure in submitting the fol
ding brief resume of some of the 

lore important public improvements 
lade during that time: 
[Brick paving and curbing 18 blocks, 
jiual to 1.25 miles. 
[Concrete paving and curbing, 1SV& 
locks, equal to 1.28 miles. 
(Concrete alley paving, four blocks, 
bual to .27 miles. 
(Asphalt macadam and curbing, one 
lock, 300 feet. 
|Storm sewers constructed, 6,655 
near feet, eqnal to 1.26 miles. 
[Sanitary sewers constructed. 16,-
14.90 linear feet, equal to 3.14 miles. 
I In addition miscellaneous sewers 
ere constructed at a cost of over 

15,000. 
•As will be seen by reference to the 
k tailed reports of the superintend-
it of the department of streets and 
pbllc Improvements and the city en-

er, extensive improvements were 
BO made in the matters of street 

Einlng, resurfacing of old macadam 
reets and market grounds, oiling, re
tire to bridges, parks, etc. rt was 

policy of the head of this depart-
it to repair and maintain old 

reeta rather than renew them, as a 
sitter of economy, and this policy 

ks been maintained consistently 
:>ughout. As a result the streets 
the city, taken as a whole, are in 

Jtter condition than they have been 
many years. 

Other Public Improvements. 
Additional work was done on the 
rer front during the past year and 
table improvement made in its con-
on and appearance. All indications 

Int to the Mississippi river becom-
S again, at an early day. an actual 
rrier of commerce In competition 
r Pacific coast and foreign trade, 
id emphasis should be placed on the 
gent necessity of constructing prop-
river terminals. Unless such term-

sis are established, Keokuk will be 
a distinct disadvantage compared 

Ith other Mississippi river cities. 
The new bridge across the Missls-
?pi river is approaching completion 
d should be of great benefit to the 
ty because Its construction makes 
nslble the avoidance of the 10 per 
nt grade on Main street from Water 

First street, and the 11 per cent 
ade from First ,to Second street, 
ist fall the city purchased right of 
ly for the extension of Bridge street 
am First street diagonally across 
ts 10, 11 and 12, In block 12 to a 
hctlon with Main street directly east j 
: the Blom-Collier property. By this 
rangement there is secured a 2.40 ( 
t cent grade from Water street near-
to the top of Main street hill. Con-
ict has been let for the grading, 
ving, curbing and construction of 
iewalks on this extension and the 

hen 
ppetite 
ebels 
at mealtime, you can rest 
assured there is weakness 
s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  d i g e s - j  

tire system that calls for 
immediate attention. This 
suggests a trial of 

OSTETTER'S 
tomach Bitters 
helps Nature bring back the 

[•petite and aids ingestion. 

work will be concluded by the time 
the new bridge Is ready for public u®e. 

City Finances. 
City finances are in a deplorable 

condition because of the overdrafts 
on a number of Important funds. The 
exact status of these funds is set forth 
in the reports of the superintendent 
of finance and of the city clerk. The 
problepn, though a hard one to solve, 
la not a hopeless one. Bach succeed
ing council is confronted with the al
ternative of refusing to make needed 
public improvements and curtailing ad
ministrative expenses at the riBk of 
seriously crippling the efficiency of 
the public service or permitting the 
deficit to continue. The proper course 
to pursue, it seems to me, is a middle 
one. It will not do to stop public im
provements entirely. Neither should 
the city attempt to get along without 
necessary precautions to safeguard 
the health, efficiency. lives and prop
erty of Its citizens. These things must 
be conserved, but enough money 
should be set apart each year to 
make an appreciable reduction of the 
floating public debt. In this way a few 
years would suffice for its extinction. 
This policy will necessarily lessen 
public improvements for a time, but 
will not prohibit those most urgently 
needed. 

It should be possible also to in
crease the available resources of the 
general fund by imposing certain 
special taxes, as Is contemplated by a 
number of Iowa municipalities as a 
means of compensating themselves in 
part for the loss of the mulct tax. Pool 
and billiard rooms could'be called up
on to pay larger license fees, and es
tablishments selling soft drinks, now 
untaxed, as such, could be added to 
the list of revenue producers. These 
are cited simply as Illustrations of 
possibilities in this line. But when 
all additions to the revenue have been 
made that can be made, the chief gain 
must still be looked for In the matter 
of lessened expenditures. The com
munity at large can co-operate with 
the city council In the attainment of 
this desired end by looking the situa
tion squarely in the face and re
fraining from insistence on public im
provements not absolutely needed at 
the time. 

Home Rule. 
The Iowa law as It stands not only 

limits the total number of mills tax 
that can be levied by a municipality, 
which is perfectly proper as a safe
guard against onerous and oppressive 
taxation, but it also limits the amount 
of levy for each particular fund. Ex
perience has shown this latter provis
ion to be prejudicial to the best Inter
ests of many municipalities, including 
Keokuk. Take the grading fund as an 
example. The law limits the rate to 
3-mills for this purpose. If all Iowa 
cities and towns were located on level 
prairies, as some of them are. this 
rate would in all probability be suf
ficient to meet the yearly demands. 
But it is wholly inadequate in mun
icipalities like Keokuk where hills 
must be cut down and ravines filled. 
The general fund is. another instance 
wherein the hard and fast rule ex
acted by the state legislature works 
great Inconvenience and even hard
ship. Under the law the levy cannot 
exceed 10 mills. This yields about 
$28,000 to $30,000. Receipts from 
miscellaneous sources can be made 
to aggregate $6:000 to $7,000 addition
al. making a total of $34,000 to $37,000 
in round numbers. For a number of 
years the legitimate expenses charge
able to this fund have been about 
$50,000 to $55,000. The discrepancy 
between above figures was met by 
receipts of $22,500 from the mulct tax, 
which is no longer available. The 
last legislature was appealed to to 
permit a rate of more than 10 mills 
for general fund purposes, with cor
responding reduction in other funds 
if found necessary, thus keeping the 
levy within the limit for the total 
levy for all funds, but although no 
Increase in taxation was necessarily 
Involved, the legislature refused this 
reasonable request. The instances are 
cited to show the need of a larger 
measure of home rule on the part of 
Itowa municipalities. As I stated in 
my annual report for 1914-15. "No 
state legislature, however good Its 
intentions, is qualified to deal intel
ligently with municipal problems 
arising in Keokuk and other Iowa 
municipalities. It simply Impos
sible for a heterogenous collection of 
law-makers at Des Moines to foresee 
all oitr needs or make Iron-clad pro
vision In advance for emergencies 
that may arise. The result is a waste 
or legislative time and effort and the 
substitution of inefficiency for ef
ficiency on the part of the municipal
ity." The remedy lies in concerted 
effort by Iowa cities and towns to 
send to the state legislature members 
pledged to grant Iowa municipalities 
methods of procedure adapted to their 
size, local needs and individual pecul-
arities. 

In retiring from the office of mayor 
I desire to thahk most cordially my 
associates in the city council and all 
connected with the city government 
during the past two years for the; 

uniform courtesy and kindness and 
their cheerful co-operation In the work 
In hand. Without exceotlon they have 
shown themselves to be capable, ef
ficient and trustworthy. For the har- j 

mony that has prevailed and the fine 
service rendered T am profoundly | 
grateful. 

Verv respectfully. 
s W. MOORHE1AD. Mayor. 

ANDERSEN TELLS 
OF KING'S HOPE 

Albert of Belgium Foresaw That Hia 
Country Was Always 

In Great 
Danger. 

AN INTERNATIONAL CITY 

Gigantic Plan of American Sculptor 
Was Delayed by the Break

ing Out of the 
War. 

[By Henry Wood, United Press Staff 
Correspondent.] 

ROME, March 10 (By mall)—'Fresh 
light has Just been thrown by Hen-
drick Christian Andersen on the man
ner in which King Albert of Belgium 
had for years, realizing the Inevitable 
fate that must overtake his little king
dom in the event of a general Euro
pean war, tried constantly to build up 
a bulwark of protection. Andersen fa 
the famous American sculptor who, 
Just before the outbreak of the war, 
had all but carried to a successful 
realization his gigantic plan for the 
building of an International city. 

This city was to have been the 
world's conscience. 

It was to have been ex-territorial, 
like Washington, D. C., or the Vatican. 
It was to have had Its own independ
ent government guaranteed by all the 
nations of the world, and in it were 
to be located the International head
quarters for every organization, every 
society and every moveifaent for the 
betterment of mankind. 

There were to have been buildings 
for religion, the arts, sciences, physical 
culture, music, sports, agriculture, in
ventions, commerce, the drama, litera
ture, journalism, peace, medicine, sur
gery and in fact every branch of hu
man development and endeavor; and 
in each building was to have been lo
cated the international center of all 
that the world might be doing along 
that line. 

When the plans for this gigantic 
idea had been completely worked out 
by a committee of more than forty of 
the world's leading architects, and 
when not a detail remained to be 
done except to hand the plans and 
specifications to the workmen for the 
construction of the city, one of the 
first European monarchs to whom Mr. 
Andersen presented the dea was the 
king of Belgium. > 

FS-om the first Instant King Albert 
supported the project with a zeal that 
exceeded Mr. Andersen's fondest 
hopes. 

He at once offered to make Belgium 
the home of the International city or 
World's Conscience, and agreed to set 
aside with full ex-terrltorial rights an 
immense tract of land Just outside of 
Brussells. which had as a matter of 
fact been previously dedicated by 
King Leopold to a somewhat similar 
end. 

ICing Albert backed up his own en
thusiasm for the project with that of 
several of his ministers, senators and 
other public personages. 

In doing all this, he made no secret 
of the fact that much of his desire to 
have the international city located In 
Belgium, was for the protection of Bel-
glum Itself. 

King Albert made it clear to Mr. An
dersen, that in the event of a Euro
pean war, and especially war between 
Germany and England, he has serious 
doubts as to whether the mere treaties 
guaranteeing the neutrality and in
tegrity of Belgium would be of avail. 

He also confided his belief that if 
the international city, in which every 
nation of the world would be inter
ested, to which every nation of the 
world would have of necessity been 
obliged to contribute several million 
dollars each for its construction, and 
whose ex-territoriality would be guar
anteed by every nation in the world; 
that If this city were located in Bel-

AMILL'S 

i S.HAM1LL COO 
KEOKUK.IOWA 

HAMILL'S 
t/ ~ STEELrCUT 

HAMILL-

FREE FREE 
$30.00 in Gold 

With HAMILL'S STEEL CUT COFFEE and PALM CANNED GOODS 
Equal chance for all, regardless of locality. 

FIRST PRIZE $15.00 IN GOLD 
SECOND PRIZE, $10.00 IN GOLD 
THIRD PRIZE, $5.00 IN GOLD 

To the person writing the best poem of not over three verses of not more than 
ten lines each, said poem to contain the words, "Hamill's Steel Cut Coffee," and 
"Palm Canned Goods," also the name of the dealer from whom you purchase 
Hamill's Steei Cut Coffee and Palm Canned Goods, we will, on May 15th, 1916, or 
as soon thereafter as the Poems can be judged, award the writer of the best poem, 
the first prize of $15.00 in gold; to the person writing the second best poem, the 
second prize of $10.00 in gold, and to the person writing the third best poem, the 
third prize of $5.00 in gold. The Poems will be judged by disinterested parties. 

To enter the contest, you must buy a 1 lb. can of Hamill's Steel Cut Coffee, and 
one can of any variety of Palm Canned Goods, and attach the "Gold Cup" cut from 
the front of the Hamill's Steel Cut Coffee Can, and a Palm Label taken from a can 
of Palm Canned Goods to your poem. You are entitled to write one poem for each 
combination of a 1 lb. can of Hamill's Steel Cut Coffee and one can of Palm Canned 
Goods that you purchase, and one "Gold Cup" cut from a can of Hamill's Steel Cut 
Coffee and one Palm Canned Goods Label from a can of Palm Canned Goods must 
be attached to each poem or it will not be considered. 

Poems written by anyone connected with our firm in any way whatsoever, either 
directly or indirectly, will not be considered. 

Address all poems to S. Hamill Company, Keokuk, Iowa, "Coffee Department," 
and mark same in the lower left hand corner, "POEM CONTEST." 

Envelopes containing poems will not be opened until May 15th, 1916. 
Buy HAMILL'S STEEL CUT COFFEE and PALM CANNED GOODS, write a 

poem, attach the labels, and try to secure one of the prizes. 

S. HAMILL CO 
Importers, Roasters and Blenders of Quality Coffee, and Distributors 

of Palm Canned Goods. 
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competent In Her Line. i 
Pittsburgh Post: "How about your j  

n e w  s t e n o g r a p h e r ?  I s  s h e  q u i c k  a n d  j  
accurate?" 
* "Yes, sir: she can powder her face, 
arrange her bracelets and fix her 
hair quicker than any stenographer 1 
•rer had. And do it accurately, too." 

TROUBLE YOU? 
AVflfKS 
Wonderful 

foniadi Remedy 
will change 

that 
Lon£ facet 

And One Dose Has Often Dis 
pelled Years of Suffering. 

Mayr'a Wonderful Remedy can real 
ly be termed WONDERFUL. Nc 
matter where you live—you will find 
people who have suffered with Stom 
ach, Liver and Intestinal Ailments 
etc., and hare been restored to health 
and are loud In their praise of this 
remedy. It acts on tbe source and 
foundation of these ailments, remov
ing the poisonous catarrh and bile 
accretions, taking out the Inflamma
tion from the Intestinal tract and 
assists in rendering the same anti
septic. Sufferers are urged to try one 
dose—which alone should relieve your 
Buffering and conTince you that Mayr'a 
Wonderful Remedy ahould restore you 
to good health. Put it to a test today. 
Bend for booklet on Stomach Ailments 
to Qeo. H. Mayr. Mfg. Chemist, 15« 
Whiting St. Chicago, or better still. 
Obtain a bottle from your druggist. 

glum, it might go a long way toward 
saving the little kingdom from tbe 
fate which he at that time foresaw. 

Unfortunately or fortunately, Mr. 
Andersen did not share this view. Ho 
felt certain that the city would in no 
way help Belgium in the respect in 
which the king hoped, and became 
convinced that if the neutrality of the 
little kingdom were violated nis in-
ternat!onal city would unquestionably 
share the same fate. 

The offer of King Albert was there
fore declined on the ground that the 
site could be selected by the common 
consent of all the nations that would 
enter into the erection of the city. 

While Mr. Andersen regrets that the 
war has delayed his project for the 
moment, he is none the less firmly 
convinced that when peace does come 
all of the nations of the world will 
seize eagerly at the plan as one of the 
best means of promoting an interna
tionalism that would be one of the 
most effective safeguards against fu
ture wars. 

In addition to King Albert of Bel
gium. Mr. Andersen, before the war 
came, had already secured the sup
port of King Victor Emmanuel of Italy 
and Prince of Monaco, the French re
public and the United States. 

The project will be presented to the 
other nations the moment peace ts 
signed. 

II CHILD DOESN'T 
HUGH UNO PLAY 

CONSTIPATED 
IF PEEVISH, FEVERISH AND SICK, 

GIVE "CALIFORNIA SYRUP 
OF FIGS." 

AMERICAN'S BODY 
SEEN BY SOLDIERS 

Sight of Villa's Victim Made the Men 
Swear and 8peed Up In 

Their March. 

I Mother! Your child Isn't naturally 
! cross and peevish. See if tongue ia 
j coated; this is a sure 6ign its little 
! stomach, liver and bowels need a 
! cleansing at once. 
I When listless, pale, feverish, full of 
cold, breath bad, throat sore, doesn't 
eat, sleep or act naturally, has stom
ach-ache, diarrhoea, remember, a gen
tle liver and bowel cleansing should 
always be the first treatment given. 

Nothing equals "California Syrup 
ot Figs" for children's Ills; give a tea-
spoonful. and in a few hours all the 
foul waste, sour bile and fermenting 
food which is clogged in the bowels, 
passes out of the system, and you 
have a well child again. All children 
love this harmless, delicious "fruit 
laxative." and it never falls to effect 
a good "inside" cleansing. Directions 
for babies, children of all ases and 
grown-ups are plainly on the bottle. 

Keep it handy in vour home. A lit
tle given today saves a sick child to
morrow. but get the genuine. Ask 
your druggist for a 50-cent bottle of 
"California Syrup of Figs." then look 
and see that It is made by the "Cali
fornia Fig Syrup Company." 

[United Press Leased Wire Service.] 
COLUMBUS, N. M.. April 1.—How 

the American soldiers "swore like 
hell" through Hps caked with alkali 
and impulsively quickened their pace 
at the sight of a mutilated Ameri
can's body Is told in the diary of 
Tracy Mathewson. official photogra
pher of the war department. Mathew
son is in Columbus today. 

Excerpts from the diary follow: 
"March 16—We passed the body of 

one poor American killed by Villa. 
The body was lying in the mesquite. 
Hands cut off and feet horribly 
burned. The Mexicans had driven 
their horses over it. The men all 
swore like hell when they saw it and 
seemed to go faster. 

Two nearly starved horses with 

Keokuk, Iowa Carthago, 111. Hamilton, HI. 

INVESTMENTS 
h First Mortgages and De^ds of Trust on Illinois, Iowa 
:: and Missouri farai land netting tbe investor 5Ya to 6 per 
t ^ cent interest. 

Wo collect the interest when duo without cost to 
? the investor. 

O'Harra Farm Mortgage Co. | 
428 Main St., Keokuk, Io wa J 

Roy C. Burner, Mgr. Keokuk office, J 
*• 
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COMPOUND INCUBATORS ]  
Made of Galvanized Iron, and j 
regulated automatically, and 4 
moisture is furnished automat- 3 
ically, which insures a perfect 4 
hatch every time. Ventilation •» 
is perfect. • 

Every Compound Incubator 
and Zero Brooder is placed 
with a positive Gl ARAXTETj. 
Call or write for full particu
lars. Get our New Catalogue. 

WARSAW INCUBATOR CO. 
P. O. Box No. 24 Warsaw, 111. 

their hetuls hanging stood by. They 
are faithful even to the dead. 

"My lips are getting cracked. They 
become coatpd with this alkali and 
when I lick them, sores form on my 
tongue. It is painful, but it is the 
same with everyone. 

"March 19—Ten horses and mules 
dropped d«>ad. They just pull with
out a pound and then suddenly drop 
stone <l»>a(l 

"We passed Colonia Diaz. I be
lieve it N thp prettiest place In the 
world. There was no one in the 
whole town Heard doughboys cheer
ing; looked up and saw full moon 
with seven aeroplanes circling against 
it like flock of wild geese. Learned 

of pitiable failure of wireless.  
"March —Ran into awful wind 

and sainl ftorm Ti<*d handkerchiefs 
over nose and mouth. I)ust got into 
food, hut rvrryone ate it  anyhow. 

"March 21 — Stil l  snowing and sand 
terrible.  

"March 2;")--  Ju*t twenty-four hours 
aftpr leaving «':isas Grande* arrived 
Columbus. Wi:.-  wouid leave me if  
could see ir.f  Heard almost two 
weo)-:* growth, full  dirt .  grit .  Only 
one bath entire trip. I'll lose about 
three pounds when I bathe." 

CHICHESTER S PILLS 
<rr^ TflE 1UAUOND URim A 

Aik t*"' fer A\ 
1 • Dl»notidBrfti4//Vl nil» in Tied anj 
to***, letltl with Biu« Kiuoott. V\X 
T»k® otter. of y—r • 
prscriat. > forCUl.c nE8.TKR8 U1ASVMD 1SBAM> PILL#, tot «ft 

year* known u B«t, Safest, A! w»y» Retl&M* 
SOLO BY DRUGGISTS EYEOTWHfRE 

Woman's Taste. 
, Florida Times-Union: We hear a 
lot about women's taste—yet look at 

' what they marr 
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