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That distinguished little woman of 
brains, culture-and bravery, Miss Ida 
B. Wells, lectured in St. Joe Monday 
on "Negro Inequality." 

Hampton's colored and Indian school 
celebrated its 27ili anniversary Thurs
day, May 23, with very impressive 
ceremonies and a brighter future than 
ever. 

The woman's edition of The State, 
Columbia, S. C., was a gem of thought 
and fully demonstrated the fact that 
no race of men can rise above its 
women. 

There has been a new journal started 
in Kansas City, Mo., called the "Kan
sas City Con .ervator." It is newsy and 
sparkles like a jewel. We wish the 
enterprise success. 

Monday the convention of Negroes 
convened at Kansas City, Mo., the 
object of which was to discuss the race 
problem and to devise ways and meUns 
to obliterate race prejudice. 

The Columbia <S. C.) Female Sem
inary and college for women held 
graduating exercises last week. The 
hundreds of bright, intelligent and 
cultured young ladies from the sem
inaries arc in a great sense looked 
upon as the guardian angels of our 
republic. _ 

Dr. Majoe is authority for the fol
lowing mortuary reports of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas, as regards the 
ratio of the two races: Louisiana, 
white per 1.000 inhabitants, 21.40: 
colored, 25.44. Mississippi, white, 
20.00; colored, 23.0.". Texas, white, 
1 J>. 10, colored. 20.50. Since Negro 
physicians have become general the 
death roll has decreased 20 per cent. 

The Republican, of Seattle, Wash., is 
cut in a new dress, and presents a 
much improved appearance. This fact 
shows that its able editor, Mr. 11. R. 
Cay ton, is enterprising as well as 
prosperous. He says "a colored man 
will do just as well as the whitest 
Caucasian under favorable conditions 
aud circumstances." This is the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth. 

Omaha Enterprise: Our minds are 
given us, but our characters we make. 
Our mental powers must be cultivated. 
The full measure of all powers neces
sary to make a man are no more a 
character than a handful of seeds is an 
orchard of fruits, but plant the seeds 
and tend thetn well-and they will make 
an orchard. Cultivate the powers and 
harmonize them well and they will 
make a noble character. 

We are in receipt of the premium list 
the Iowa State fair which will be for 

held in Des Moines on'September 0 to 
13. It promises to be one of the best 
exhibits held for many years. We 
hope that the Negroes of Iowa will 
take more interest in these annual ex
hibits and make as good and as large a 
showing as possible. Newton and 
Ottuinwa people had some nice iiandi-
work on exhibition a few yeais ago 
and captured several prizes. Let the 

young men and women the fanners aiul 
all others prepare something for the 
fair. Let the people of Iowa know 
that the Negroes of this state are 
advancing along the various lines of 
improvement. 

We have been employed at one 
place in this city for the past eight or 
nine years and there has been but a 
single applicant of a colored youth 
who desired to learn the trade. Mr. ,1 
A. Vaughn has been a carpenter in this 
city for many years. He is an excel
lent workman, lie has not had a sin
gle application of a colored apprentice. 
There arc dozens of places where col
ored boys can learn trades if they de
sired and had the honesty and industry 
and perseverence necessary to accom
plish anything in this world. 

Following is a quotation from Dennis 
S. Thompson's Kansas City talk on 
"We Must Go Forward and Not Back
ward:" "While we are discussing 
emigration to Africa and every other 
country known to mankind, we should 
by no means live in ignorance of the 
fact that, although a great number of 
our people are emigrating, there will 
always be the greater number in this 
country, and we should employ the 
best methods possible to enlighted and 
elevate our people. It might be well 
to add that those people who look upon 
the Negro as incapable of mental de
velopment and unfit for moral improve
ments and responsible positions are 
sadly mistaken and laboring under 
some form of insanity. We can by no 
means expect to go backward, so it is 
evident that some one must continue 
to keep things moving. We notice, 
however, that quite a difference exists 
among our people and other nationali
ties; while we discern a diposition on 
the part of other races to give the 
younger generation a chance to do 
something, the older men of our race 
are just to the reverse; they stand -n 
the way of others and will not do any
thing themselves." 

The attempt to establish a co-opera
tive store should not fail. It is some
thing that is needed and is a practical 
solution of a vexing question. The idea 
that such a store should equal the larg
est store in the city in amount of stock 
and capital aud clerical force should be 
thrust aside. The mammoth oak tree 
is the growth of many years and 
springs from an acorn. Men who have 
been failures in business enterprises of 
tl.eir own and are known to be dishon
est cannot possibly make such an en
terprise successful. Men of known in
tegrity in business and social life and 
who are morally and mentally sound 
are needed to give confidence and unite 
those who have means to invest. We 
have plenty of such men. The Ne
groes of Des Moines have been waiting 
for outside influence to better their 
condition. Try and see if something 
cannot be done in this direction by 
every member taking an active interest 
in co-operation in all laudable enter
prises. 

The decision of Judge Golf, in the 
South Carolina case, has been reversed 
by the United States court of appeal?. 
The registration law stands and the 
fourteenth amendment to the con
stitution can be abrogated by any 
state. Chief Justice Fullerton (dem.) 
and Judge Simonton (dem ) were of 
the court of appeals with Judge GoJfj 
The registration law was planned by 
Robert Toombs, an unreconstructed 
rebel who, with Jel? Davis, would not 
become a citizen of the United States 
even under the general amnesty law. 
Bob-Toombs claims that the govern
ment of the United States owes him an 
apology. This decision by the court is 
very discouraging to the Negroes, but 
greater obstacles have been overcome 
and crushed. We hope that the 
doctrine that a man is a citizen of the 
United States before he is a citizen of 
atiy state will soon be recognized as 
a sound principle and that no technicali
ties in law will allow an abrogation of 
any part of the constitution. 

MISSOURI NEGKO CONVENTION". 

The Negroes of Missouri held a con
vention in Kansas City on June 10. 
There were 150 delegates present. The 
convention was called to order by J. 
Silas Harris, of Kansas City. Nelsou 
C. Crews was made temporary chair
man. The mayor of the city delivered 
a welcome address. There were several 
subjects discussed in an able manner. 
"Negro Citizenship," "Negro Churches 
and What They Are Doing," "Secret 
Organizations," "Crime and. Punish
ment," "Politics and Political Parties," 
"Farming and Mechanical Trades, ' 
"Homes and How They May Be In
creased and Bettered." These sub
jects were discussed by many. A long 
set of resolutions were adopted. The 
question of morality was entirely 
ignored in the discussion and it is the 
very foundation of all societies and all 
organizations, and the Negroes of Mis
souri or any other state ean not ignore 
it with safety as to its permanency. 
The convention desires all states to 
follow its example and hold state meet
ings. It did not seem to be aware of 
the fact that Iowa has had annual 
meetings for the past three years and 
will have a larger session than ever 
before on July 3 and 4 of the present 
year. A permanent organization was 
effected by the Missouri Negroes and 
we hope it will grow in interest aud 
usefulness. 

Facllls Dctensns 

"I am told that it is very easy to get 
a divorce in this county," said the vis
iting Englishman. 

"The first step is undoubtedly easy," 
replied the American. 

••What is that?" asked the English
man, as he produced a notebook and 
pencil. 

"(.retting married." 

FORT DODGJi ITEMS. 
Special Corres]x»idence to loiva State Bystander, 

Rev. Uurton goes to Ottuinwa Tues
day to meet the Sunday School 
Convention. 

There is one colored graduate iu 
Iowa Falls—Mr. Will Ricks. 

A very enjoyable time was had at 
Mrs. Joseph Kennett's residence Mon
day evening. Ice cream and cake were 
served. 

The number of colored scholars in 
our schools is seven. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Ileuston gave a 
reception in honor of the Renix LJros. 
Friday evening. 

noosii NEW?. 

Special Correspondence to Iowa State Bystander. 

Miss Eva lleywood has gone to 
Clinton. 

Mrs. Turner is on the sick list. 
Mrs. Harris is the mother of a fine 

daughter. 
Samuel Johnson has gone to Clinton. 
Miss Georgia Lewis, of Webster City, 

is making a short visit in the city. 
Georga Brown will give a select 

picnic June 21, his 29th birthday. 
The Children's Day exercises were 

held in the church Sunday. All present 
enjoyed the progam. 

The Y. L. S. C. gave a festival Tues
day at the church. 

CEDAR BAUDS NOTES. 
Sjxcial Correspotulena to Iowa State Bystander. 

Mrs. G. II. Wade left Monday night 
for Davenport to attend the convention 
and spend a few days, the guest of 
Mrs. Tillman. 

Misses Mary Hhodcs and Belle Cary, 
of Muchakinock, are in the city. 

Miss Mary Allen, of Tipton, is visit
ing at the home of Mrs. Greenwood on 
Seventh street. 

Rev. Wade left Saturday for Mus
catine, thence to Davenport to attend 
the convention and district conference. 

Rev. Thomas filled the pulpit of the 
A. M. E. Church Sunday. 

Mrs. Price is convalescent. 
There are quite a number of strangers 

in our city now. We are glad to see 
them. 

Mrs. Jlenry Martin lias been quite 
sick, but is some better now. 

Mrs. Wm. Davis left Tuesday morn
ing for Keokuk to attend the Grand 
Court. 

BCKIJNGTON BUDGET. 
S]iecial Correspondence to Iowa State Bystander. 

The lawn social at Mrs. Cartwright's 
last Wednesday night was a grand 
success. There was a large attendance 
and all enjoyed the evening. 

Harry Bolden was iu our city last 
week to attend the funeral of his step
father, Mr. Edmunds. 

Rev. J. W. Washington, of Maleomb, 
111., was in our city last Sunday and 
preached an able sermon Sunday night 
at Mt. Olive Baptist church. 

Rev. J. W. Barnett is expected in our 
city soon with his stereapticanj/iew's. 

There will be a festival at the Mt. 
Olive Baptist church Thursday night 
for the benefit of sending the delegate 
to the Sunday School Convention at 
Ottumwa. * 

There was a festival at Mrs. J. 
Wilson's last Monday evening, given by 
the Esther Court. 

The Children's Day exercises at both 
churches were grand. 

William Shackelford is delegate to 
the Olive Baptist Sunday School 
Convention. 

A CARD OF THANKS.—We desire to 
9xpress our heartfelt thanks to the 
friends and neighbors who so kindly 
assisted us in our late bereavement. 

MRS. LUCY EDMUNDS AND FAMILY. 

OSICALOOSA NOTES. 
Special Correspondence to Iowa State Bystander. 

Rev. Johns, of Muchakinock. was a 
visitor at the parsonage Monday. 

Mrs. Julia Smith is but little if any 
better. 

The Childrens' Day exerciscs at the 
A. M. E. church were pleasantly, in
deed. All were made glad by the 
happy voices of the children 

George Jackson, of Sigourney, was 
in the city Monday. His sister Grace, 
has made her home with Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Black returned with him the 
same day. 

A. G. Clark went to Ottumwa Satur
day and returned Monday. • 

Miss Dora Smith, of Mt. Pleasant, is 
in the city and will be the piano ac
companist at the cantata. "Queen 
Ester," to be given at the opera house 
June 2Sth. 

Messers. Crump and Martin, of Iled-
rick, were in the city Monday. 

Sunday, June 10th, is quarterly meet
ing at A. M. E church, llev. Hardison, 
presiding elder, will be present, also 
Rev. Waldon, of Carbondale. 

Master Varian Jones went co Lacey 
Wednesday Jo visit at the Williams 
home. He went alone. $ 

Rev. Jones and wife were entertained 
at tea at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
M. E. Hall Saturday. 

The Wesley chapel will hold their 
baptising at Riverside park Sunday, 
June 10th. 

The "Old Folks" concert Tuesday 
night was a grand success. Tliey were 
greeted by a well tilled house. Aunt 
Eliza Warren was theleadingcharacter 
The plantation songs were well 
rendered. They wish to thank the 
public for their iiberal patronage. 

Rev. Jones and wife, Mrs. Jackson, 
Mrs. Williams visited at Carbonado one 
day last week. 

Subscribe for TIIK BYSTANDER 

MUCHAKINOCK NEWS.  

Special Correspondence to Iowa State Bystander. 

Road Supervisor F. B. McDowell, was 
up early Monday morning looking up 
the boys to work the road. He is just 
the man for that business. 

A burglar entered Mike Bronon's 
house the other night and stole his 
wife's dress and was caught by Con
stable A. F. Cary and taken before 
Justice J. II. McDowell and given 
fifteen days in the county jail. # 

Sam Muppin,. ,of Carbonado, was in 
Muchakinock visiting Mrs. Lucy Willis 
last Friday. 

Mrs. Ben Scott left for I)es Moines 
Tuesday evening. 

Charlie Coleman left for .Chi'caeo 
Monday where he expects to make his 
home. 

Mrs. Ned Robertson, who has been 

! sick for some time, was taken worse 
Monday night. 

J. II. McDowell went to Oskaloosa 
Tuesday on business, j 

Rev. Clark and wife was in Mucha
kinock Tuesday visiting their brother, 
John E. Williams. 

H. A. Armstrong, while repairing 
his well, fell over and saved himself by 
catching his feet on a board and hang
ing by his toes until Mr. Kit Lewis 
come to his assistance lie would have 
fallen thirty feet with his head down
ward. 

Walker Reasby was arrested Thurs
day by constable Cary for an assault 
with intent to commit murder, on one 
Dock White, with a rock weighing 
about seven pounds which fractured 
his skull. He is not expected to re
cover. 

Miss Mary Rhodes aud Mis* Bellroro 
Cary left for Cedar Rapids Friday to 
make their future home. 

Mr. William Lewis, of Carbonado, 
•was in Muchahinock Saturday. 

N. B. McDowell and J. E. Harris 
went to Carbonado Sunday. 

SIOUN CITY NEWS. 
Special Corresjxmdeiwe to Iowa State Bystander 

Mrs. Morgan (nee Cook) is in the 
citj', the guest of Mrs. Taylor. 

I wish all our boys and girls in 
pursuit of knowledge could have at
tended the closing exercises at the 
high school last Friday night and 
heard above all else that oration on the 
subject of "The Humble Origin of 
Great Men." Human thought could 
not have been more beautifully pre
sented. 

There will be a jubilee and contest 
concert given at Eiehe Hall June 20 by 
the pastor of the A. M. E. church, with 
a committee of ladies and gentlemen. 
May the community at large patronize 
this effort. Notice bills and tickets of 
the same. 

Mrs. J. G. Coats, of Morning Side 
tendered to her many friends a social 
gathering last evening, ia honor of her 
husband's 31st birthday. • Their par
lors were brilliantly decorated. The 
evening was made variable by music, 
recitations and select reading. Those 
who took part in the program were 
Mrs. Faylor, Mrs. E. .Grand, Mrs. M. 
Morgan, Mrs. H. E. Roberts. Appro
priate remarks were made by D. 
Brown. Mr. Coats, as he viewed the 
tokens as presents, spoke of the en
dearment and appreciation of the occa
sion, after which a bounteous repast 
was served. On the whdle, it was a 
most enjoyable affair. 

THE BYSTANDER will be found on 
sale at the fruit stand of Geo. Wash
ington, corner Fourth and Pierce 
streets. Remember, it is always 
newsy and is the standard state jour
nal. 

OTTUMWA NEWS. 
Social Correspondence to Iowa State Bystander. 

Mrs. P. P. Taylor has been on the 
sick list for several days, but is much 
impi-oved at this writing. 

Mrs. H. Owens returned home Satur
day from Galesburg. 

Born—To Mr. and Mrs. George 
Wagener, a fine girl, last week. All 
parties doing well. 

A. G. Clark, of Oskaloosa, was in the 
city Friday and Saturday on legal 
business. 

Mrs. M. O. Williams entertained 
Mesdames Julia Taj"lor and C. L. Young 
and Misses Mason at tt*c Thursday. A 
pleasant time was had.. 

A CARD OF THANKS TO OUR MANY 
FRIENDS.—We wish to thank you for 
the many kind favors accorded us and 
for words of s\rmpathy in the hour of 
our sad bereavement over the death of 
our little darling. MR. AND Mils. 
JOSEI'II H. WEEKS. 

The Baptist Sunday School Conven
tion is now in session, and at present it 

I looks like it will be a grand success. 
Many strangers are now in the city. 

There will be a citizen 's meeting held 
at the Second Baptist church Monday 
evening for the purpose of electing 
delegates to the Afro-American Pro
tective Association, which meets in Des 
Moines on the 3d and 4th of July. 
Everybody is invited to attend. 
Ottumwa is entitled to 5 delegates and 
everyone should be interested in this 
matter and should see to it that this 
place is well represented at Des Moines. 
Ladies as well as gentlemen can be 
representatives. The ladies are 
especially invited to attend the meeting. 

Miss Agnes Bradshaw has b'een 
dangerously ill for some time, but at 
this writing she is some better. 

Rev. Lomax made a ilying trip to 
.Oskaloosa last week. He is greatly 
worked up over the kidnaping case and 
is using every possible means to bring 
the guilty parties to justice. 

The musical recital at tiie A. M- E. 
church last week, conducted by Mrs. 
L. M. Slielton and W. S. Page, was one 
of the best entertainments ever given in 
the church. The characters had been 
selected with great care, and the pieces 
rendered were earefnily prepared. The 
most prominent person that attracted 
such large numbers each evening to 
the church was Prof. Holt, of Des 
Moines. Mr. llolt has a fine tenor 
voice and is one of the best soloist we 
ever listened to. He is genial, mild 
and pleasant in all of his ways which 
won the esteem of all who met him. 
The other characters was all home 
talent, which was equal to the task 
that they had undertaken and every 
one acquitted himself nicely. The 
musical director, Mrs. L. M. She!ton, 
had spared no pains in preparing them 
for the occasion and much credit is due 
her for the success of this entertain
ment. The general mabager W. S. 
Page, was always at his post of duty 
ready to make such changes as would 
lend honor and dignity to the affair. 
The exercises the second evening were 
grand. The program for Weduesday 
evening was an exceptionally good 

A COMMENT.  

Having read a statement 1:1 your 
paper of the graduation of Miss 
Jeani'tte Tolliver, I desire to say that 
by her diligent study, her high stand
ard of womanhood and personal char
acter she has achieved a good educa
tion, also that she is deserving of much 
encouragement and merits the eo-

j operation of all lovers of the race of 
I which she is identified. 

JACOR HOWARD. 

' We are the people that qlways m-ike 
! success of everything. Watch and go 

to our excursion next Wed nesday. 

WILL GO SUIIE Jill 19. 
The Event of Events Grows 

in Interest and we Will 
Properly Celebrate. 

Hundreds Are Going—Accommoda
tions for All—Leave at 7 a- m. 

Return at IO p. m. 

AM. AHOAI'.D. 
The union excursion, with all its 

paraphernalia, will leave Des Moines at 
7 a. m. June 19, and leave Savannah. 
Mo., at 10 p. m. Everything for the 
accommodation and amusement of the 
excursionists will be in readiness and 
nothing other than a grand good time 
and a day of recreation is expected. 
Ball playing, boat riding, fishing, 
speaking, foot racing and many • other 
amusements are promised. The train 
will be joined by delegations all along 
the line. Don't fail to go. You can 
Stop work for one day. The event 
will be the greatest ever leaving this 
city. Save your money and don't be 
disappointed. 

1MV YOUR DEBTS.  

During the past year we have seiit 
THE IOWA STATE BYSTANDER to many 
people at their request. We have not 
received the pay for the past year and 
the coining year is now over due. We 
hope all will see to this matter at once. 
If you desire the paper to succeed, pay 
what you owe. If your kind words and 
wishes for success mean anything, pay 
the paper what you owe "it. If you 
desire more news and a larger paper, 
pay what you owe. If you desire that 
the Negroes of Des Moines shall 
establish new enterprises, support the 
one you have by paying your honest 
debt to it. A white gentleman who 
was under no other obligation to the 
IOWA STATE BYSTANDER only that of a 
strong, personal friendship for the men 
who established it, gave the business 
manager §10 and said, "send that 
number of copies to colored persons 
who are unable to pay for the same.'' 
An ex-slieriff of Cass county, Iowa, 
sent in six names of friends whom he 
desired should read TIIE IOWA STATE 
BYSTANDER. Accompanying the-order 
was the cash. Wre can give instance 
after instance where our white friends 
and fellow citizens have given us sub
stantial encouragement The business 
men of Des Moines are patronizing the 
paper. Their accounts run from 
$4 to S2.j per month each. All we have 
asked and all we expect of the Negroes 
of Des Moines is SI. 50 per year, but we 
expect it in good hard cash and expect 
it when due. The smaller towns of 
the state are' sending in names every 
day and the subscription price along 
with them. Can it be that Des Moiues 
people do not want a paper? Can it 
be true that they read less in the city 
than in the country? Can it be true 
that city peopleexpect a paper to run 
without the money they owe it? Can 
it be true that those who do not sub
scribe for this or any other Negro 
paper always borrow from a neighbor? 

The business manager, Mr. Joseph 
II. Shepard, will make a tour of the 
entire state of Iowa this summer lor 
purpose ofaseeing how many want a 
state paper and securing business. By 
his untiring efforts and sound business 
methods he has placed the IOWA STATE 
BYSTANDER on a solid foundation. He 
intends to enlarge the paper, print 
more general news of the state and the 
nation and make a paper that all can 
be proud of and should support. Mr. 
Shepard is well known in Iowa for his 
integrity, honest and reliable business 
judgment, and the positiou of the IOWA 
STATE BYSTANDER to-day is largely due 
to his untiring efforts in its behalf. 

DEATH TO HYPOCRITES. 

The boy preacher, Montrose Thorn
ton, caused quite a sensation in 
Muscatine some time ago, and now. 
comes a preacher named Perry Thur-
man of Springfield, 111., who has been 
placed under $1,000 bonds for criminal 
assault upon a woman. It is under
stood that he has had a long and 
checkered career, but luck has been on 
his side. The people of Iowa have long 
suffered at the hands of men who 
claimed to be followers of God. and 
THE IOWA STATE KYSTANDER will soon 
give a short review of the crimes of 
Negro ministers in this state. Good 
homes have been wrecked by them and 
good men and ministers have suffered 
by such associations. Many people 
seem to hold to the idea that it is not 
necessary for a minister to be a man. 
It is erroneous. Man comes first, and 
if one is not a man he should not be a 
minister. We have to-day in the city 
of Des Moines a Negro minister who is 
a thief, a libertine and a general all-
around scoundrel, who should be hung 
or in the penitentiary for life. Yet he 
is alleged to be a "child" of God, has a 
license to preach after being expelled 
from church for an immoral crime, and 
marries Deople and arises in Sunday 
school on the Sabbath day and points 
out the way to God to innocent children 
and to good, true and lovable women 
and girls. There is no use in parading 
a criminal before the youth who attend 
Sabbath schools, for the good reason 
that it gives them the wrong concep
tion of what constitutes a man and a 
teacher. They know o+" his evil life 
and at first are surprised, but later be
come accustomed to and LU.IV follow his 
example. There is no objection to any 
man reforming, but there is serious ob-
tion to making heroes of every liber
tine. thief and hypocrite. Such a man 
should begin at the foot of the ladder, 
if lie can reach even that point. 
We will have more to say later. The 
hypocrites must take their proper 
places in Negro society if it would im
prove. 

NOTICE. . 

There will be a meeting of the Afro-
American Protective association at the 
court house next Wednesday. All 
members and friends are cordially in
vited to attend. Business of great im
portance is to be discussed. 

WAYS OF THE WICKED 

SIGN PICTURES IN USE BY 
BURGLARS. 

What Chalk Marks on the Front Stoop 
or Area Gate Mean—Not the Bude 
Scrawls of Boys—Lcatoi from a Note-
bool 

H E  A M A T E U R  
Sherlock Holmes 
has added another 
chapter to his little 
pote-book which re
cords the signifi
cance of trifles that 
are important clues 
to the doings of the 
criminal c 1 a s s es. 
Spots of ink, cigar 
ashes, marks on the 
finger and the par

ticles of dust In the folds of an um
brella are all eloquent to this observant 
seeker after truth as revealing times, 
places and occurrences in which people 
may have been engaged. There is a 
whole literature on the muds of New 
York and vicinity, their color and con
sistency and the various degrees of at
mospheric moisture under which they 
will be reduced to a fluid state, while 
toothpicks and matches as character
istics of various restaurants and locali
ties are full of meaning, say3 a New 
York exchange. Now it appears, toy 
what the amateur Sherlock Holmes has 
been revealing in a moment of confi
dence, that the dead walls of New York, 
stoops of houses, basement entrances 
and area gateways are the sign-posts 
of the criminal classes, and that what 
look like the rude scrawlings of boys 
are in reality the secret symbols by 
which burglars communicate with each 
other. Chalk marks under the edge 
of one of your front steps may mean 
that your houBe has been spotted and 
will be broken into on a certain date. 
A rude drawing on the area railings 
may to the enlightened eye of the in
itiated mean: "This man has a burg
lar alarm on his second-story windows 
and keeps a revolver under his pillow, 
but the 3ilver is in the butler's pantry 
on the first floor and the house may be 
entered! through the second basement 
window, where the latch is broken." 
Who knows but that Garvey, the tramp 
who seemingly through ignorance wan
dered into Mrs. Astor's house and went 
to sleep In one of .the servant's rooms, 
was in reality directed through some 
such message as this pictured on the 
Astor fence? The fraternity which has 
developed this sign language to such a 
high degree of perfection show consid
erable ingenuity in its design, but no 
attempt is made at accuracy of draw
ing, as that would attract attention. 
The sign-pictures of the burglars 
are made to look as much like 
the rude scrawls of school-boys as 
possible. From the notebook of the 
amateur Sherlock Holmes some of these 
burglars' sign-pictures are herewith 
produced. It will be seen that they 
convey accurate information about the 
interior arrangements of the houses, 
which could only be obtained either 
through a spy In the' guise of a beggar, 
who had gained entrance or through 
some of the servants. Three figures 
were found scrawled on the gateway of 
one house. The information thus pic-
torially conveyed was to the effect that 
the house was tenanted by a lady, one 
woman servant and a boy page. That 
he was a boy page was indicated by 
buttons on his coat, and the servant was 
indicated by a short skirt, dotted to 
resemble a print dress. Another pic
ture in the notebook of the amateur 
Sherlock Holmes was more easily de
ciphered, as it showed merely a fierce 
bulldog guarding the house, a warning 
to all members of the fraternity. The 
next sign, taken from a house in the 
suburbs, was more mysterious and 
complicated, but upon study it finally 
resolved itself into the announcement 
that the man who lived there went out 
to business at 9 In the morning and re
turned at 6 In the evening. 

Another picture gathered by the am
ateur Sherlock Holmes during his 
painstaking investigation of this sub
ject showed accurate information, as 
was subsequently discovered, upon the 
part of the sign-writer as to the in
terior of the house. It indicated that 
there were three electric bells on the 
windows, and that one woman servant 
was employed. A crude drawing taken 
from under the edge of a stoop indicated 
that the servant there had been 
"squared," and this house presumably 
was just ready to be burglarized. Some 
of the booty expected to be secured, to
gether with warnings as to possible dif
ficulties to be met with, were indicated 
by sign-pictures of silver spoons, coin 
and plate, together with the statement 
that the place was "Al," but there were 
significant sketches of a dog, a revolver 
and electric bells to put the thieves 
upon their guard as to what to expect. 
Frequently the burglars, says the ama
teur Sherlock Holmes, put these sign-
pictures on houses remote from those 
to which they refer, and in this case 
the identity of the latter is revealed by 
mysterious symbols. This was the 
case with the rude drawing of a house 
discovered on a street corner. It rep
resented a tall house with a line barbed 
with an arrow-head leading to the roof 
from the street and indicating that the 
best method of ingress was through 
the roof. The street and number of this 
house were also shown by a succession 
of numerals which only the initiated 
could understand. 

To the practiced eye of the amateur 
Sherlock Holmes, however, the meaning 
of this sign-picture on a street corner 
was plain, as it indicated that a house 
iu that neighborhood had been exam
ined as to its burglarious possibilities, 
and that within a very short time a 
robbery there might be looked for. 
Don't get frightened when you see 
chalk-marks on your front stoop or 

area gateway. The probabilities are 
that they are merely the idiotic scrawls' 
of boys. At the same time examine 
them closely and if they seem to point! 
to burglarious intent or design it might 
not be a bad idea to report the matter 
to the police. The latter will probably, 
laugh at you among themselves, having' 
not yet developed many Sherlock 
Holmes propensities, but the fact that' 
the signs have been noticed will, in 
some mysterious way, soon be known 
to the criminals, and those enterpris
ing gentry may be frightened off. 

A TINY SAN FtfANClSCO BABY. 

/ u A b o u t  a s  B i g  a s  a  H a l f  C o l u m n  o f  
the Examiner When Six Weeks Old. 

San Francisco has a miniature baby 
tfiat is a more remarkable specimen of 
minute humanity than even the dimin
utive Cranford, N. J., baby that creat
ed Interest hereabout last March, The 
Cranford baby weighed two and a quar
ter pounds when born, and when two, 
weeks old was thirteen inches long and 
weighed three and a half pounds. The 
San Francisco baby wa3 six weeks old' 
on April 24 and was then only twelve 
inches long and weighed only four 
pounds. When born it weighed only 
one and three-quarter pounds and was 
just seven laches long. The Jersey 
tabjr, too, came into the world prema
turely, and died when about th/ee weeks 
old, while th^ California child at last, 
accounts wa3 healthy and likely to 
keep so. It Is a boy baby, the child of 
Mrs. May E. Bonnell, and is her seebnd 
child. Its brother is a sturdy little fel
low 6 years old, of average size. Mrs. 
Bonnell is 24 years old, and a medium-
sized woman. Small babies are said to 
run in her family. Her mother 
weighed only one pound at her birth, 
and a cigar box was her crib and 
cradle. While Ernest Eugene, as the 
baby has been named, has grown at 
what in his case may be called a nor
mal rate, and is continuing so to do, he 
is so ridiculously small that his mother 
is afraid when carrying him out for an 
airing, that she may lose him out of 
his clothes. The clotheB prepared for 
him against his arrival are more than 
twice too big for him. His fingers are 
all less than half an inch long, and his 
finger nails can scarce be seen without 
a magnifying glass, while his doubled 
up fist will easily fit inside a thimble. 
His feet are just one inch long. Only 
his lungs seem disproportionate to the 
rest of his measurements. He is in 
every respect perfectly formed, in 
proper proportions, has deep blue eyes 
and yellow hair, and a good idea of his 
general proportions may be had from 
the fact he just flits in the family coffee
pot. This baby has had- the unique 
honor of having his picture printed 
life size in a newspaper. The Exam
iner had his picture taken when six 
weeks old, and reproduced it according 
to exact measurements. It was a shade 
over the width of a column and a trifle 
over half a column ia'length. 

CURRENCY. 

Insanity and the Caase. 
It is estimated that the number of 

insane persons in the United States ia 
168,900. Causes of Insanity.—Heredi
tary, 24 per cent; drink, 14 per cent; 
business, 12 per cent; loss of friendB, 
11 per cent; sickness, 10 per cent; vari
ous, 29 per cent. This result is the 
medium average arrived at by Mulhall / 
on comparing the returns for the Unit- ' 
ed States, England, France and Den-' 
mark.' * 

Perhaps the Vassar girls who are now 
learning to row and play ball will final
ly get muscular enough to handle a 
broom. 

Bismarck says he cannot ^pell because 
he was lazy at school. But if he had 
been any more industrious he might 
have depopulated Europe. , 

John LaFarge, whom France has sig
nally honored in Inviting him to fill &n 
entire room with his art work at the 
Champ de Mars Salon, is sixty years 
old, though he looks younger. Since the 
death of Inness he has been the dean of 
American artists. 

Mr. Howells remarked recently that 
he knew only two American women 
who smoked cigarettes. Concerning 
this the editor of the Critic says: "These 
two have confessed to me, and they say 
that there is a third whom Mr. Howella 
knows quite well, but whom he has evi
dently not caught in the act as yet. 
Her time will surely come, though." 

In a letter written in 1893 and only re
cently published Robert Louis Steven
son says that as a youth he wrote so 
good a hand that his landladies would 
say, "Ah, no wonder they pay you for 
that!" Then writer's cramp seized upon 
him, and his hand became so bad as to 
puzzle his friends; but the printers for 
the first time began to send him "clean" 
proofs. 

FACTS BOILED DOWN. 

Trolly cars are to be introduced in 
Cairo, Egypt. 

Ten editors are members of the Eng
lish parliament. 

There are 25 women running country 
papers in Kansas. 

The White House of the confederacy 
is now used for a colored schoolhouse. 

The estimated poulation of the world 
in January, 1895, was 1,500,000,000. 

All officers in the Austro-Hungarian 
cavalry must hereafter learn teleg
raphy. 

There are springs of fresh water in 
the Parisian gulf that furnish supplies | 
to vessels. 

In India, It is said, the native barber 
will shave you while you sleep, so light 
is his touch. 

Two thousand patents have been 
taken out in this country on the manu
facture of paper alone. 

The deepest well on our Atlantic 
coast is that at the silk works near 
Northampton, Mass.; depth, 3,700 feet. 

Endeavors are being made In Eng
land to establish the Sabbatlca year, 
one year's rest In seven, for school 
teachers. 

The new photograph of the heaven 
which is being prepared by Londoh. 
Berlin and Parisian astronomers, shotp*. 
6,800,000 stars. "* 
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