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IOWA LEGISLATURE.

’ ; SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 14.—Twelve bills were
introduced to-day, among them the follow-
ing: By Druet, to restore the landlord's
lien law as it was before the new eode was
passed; by Finch, to amend the garnish-
ment law; by Carroll, to change the open-
fng of the quail season frem October and
November to November and December; by
Hayward, to provide for a state tonsorial
board for licensing barbers; by Emmert,
empowerhig bodrd of henlth to prokhibit the
importation into the state without inspec-
tion of all cows and meat cattle for breed-
ng purposes,in order to lessen the dangers
of tuberculosis; by Ericson, to reduce in-
terest on state warrants from 6 to 4 per
cent. Wilson introduced a joint resolution
looking to the printing and binding of pub-
lic school books in the state penitentiaries.
Senator Funk was elected president pro
tem, after which the scnate adjourned till
Tuesday.

HOUSE.

A large number of bills were introduced
in the house to-day. Cook, of Montgom-
ery, brought up the old Temple amendment
concerning injuries to employes of corpor-
ations and the liability of companies to
pay damages despite any previous agree-
ment for the payment of certain indemni-
ty. Jaeger presented bills to doaway with
the circle on the ballot; to require the
marking of all goods made in the state peni-
tentiaries, reform schools or other penal in-
stitutions, and toabolish the poll tax. Nab-
stadt presented a bill to regulate the prac-
tice of barbers, A joint resolution for the
redistricting of the state legislative dis-
tricts was presented by Whelan. Adjourn-
ed until Tuesdav.

SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 17.—Among bills intro-
duced were one by Carney, of Marshall, to
regulate primary elections and to punish
frauds thereat, and one by McIntire, of
‘Wapello, to prohibit members of boards of
supervisors from personally contracting
with the county. Ranck’s bill providing
that supervisors may fix the compensation
paid sheriffs for boarding prisoners, but
limiting the maximum to 12}{ cents a meal,

- was reported favorablyv.
SENATE.

Pes Moines, Jan. 18.—Cheshire introduced

amendment to the revenue law, which

caused much discussion at the special ses-
sion. Alexander presented two bills onthe
question of issuing bonds by school cor-
porations and the levying of special taxes
for school purposes, the important features
being that boards of directors are given
greater freedom in appropriating money
without the necessity of submitting to the
people. The report of the committee on
investigation of state institutions was re-
-«ceived and ordered printed.
HOUSE.

Smith, of Harrison, icfroduced a resolu-
tion cutting down the furces employed by
the house. Laid over. Wemple offered a
.resolntion providing for the dedication of
the soldiers’ monument in this city, by the
soldicrs and state executive council, May
30, 1899. Merriman submitted the report
of the special committee appointed by the
special session to investigate state institu-
‘tions. Van Houten offered a resolution in
favor of Hawaiian annexation. Among
bills were one to regulate stock yards and
one to amend code relating to payment of
the poll tax. Y

SENATE.
Des Moines. Jan. 19.—Titus introduced a
constitutional amendment providing for
biennial elections on and after the election
of 1902. The report of the state institu-
tions investigating committee was referred
tothe waysand means committee. Ranck's
bill providing that sheriffs shall receive
not more than 12¢ cents per meal for feed-
ing prisoners was adopted. Among bills
introduced was one by Cheshire allowing
counties of over 40,000 population to expend
£5,000 for clerk hire by district court in-
stead of §3,000.
HOUSE.

Van Houten's resolution requesting the
Iowa delegation in congress to work for the
Hawaiian treaty, passed. A resolution
was adopted to refer thereportof the com-
mittee on investigation of state institu-
tions to a committee of seven, whichis to
report such recommendations to the house
as seems to them proper. Resolution of
Smith for a reduction of the force of house
employes was ruled out of order, the em-
ployes having already been elected.
Among bills introduced were several re-
lating to the form of the ballot, one to re-
peal section 144 of the code which exempts
present state printer and binder from cut
rates adopted last winter and onc to pre-
vent the sale of adulterated food and drugs.
1 SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 20.—Among bills intro-
duced was one by Gorrell to provide for a
diffcrent assessment and lisiting of prop-
erty for taxation and taxing mortgages on
real estate, another by Hobart, embody-
ing the features of the Temple amendment,
and another by Palmer giving railroad
commissioners power to extend time in
which railroads are to provide safety
appliances.

HOUSE.

Johnston introduced a bill allowing rail-
road commissioners to extend time in
which railroads are to provide safety ap-
pliances; Powers one to assess mortgages
%0 owners thereof; and Barrett one to pro-
vide extra clerical help for clerks of dis-
trict courts.

BUTTERWORTH IS DEAD.

Commissioner of Patents Passes Away at
Thomasville.

THOMASVILLE, Ga., Jan. 18.—Ben-
jamin Butterworth, famed as a soldier,
distinguished as a lawyer. honored as
a legislator and respected as a poli
ticiang is dead. After a three months’
struggle for existence, begun in Wash-
ington and continued in Cleveland and
Cincinnati and later in this city, the
commissioner of patents yielded to the
onslaugnt of disease on the 16th. It is
said the illness which resulted in his
death was caused by oyerwork in the
1ast campaign in Ohio.

Outlaws Rounded Up.

Tucson; Ariz., Jan, 20.—It is report-
ed that Black Jack's gang of outlaws
was surrounded in the mountains near
dhe boundary line by several posses,
including the posse sent out by the
Mexican government, and a fight oc-
curred in which one of the robbers
was killed and four captured. Two
attempted to escape after being caught
and were shot in flight. The other
two are in the hands of the Mexican
officers, and it is claimed that they
met death in a llke manner.

WASBINGTON, Jan. 19.—Speaker Reed
has committed himsell to push the
currency reform bill through the house

: has
TR

THE NEWS IN 10WA

FAMOUS DITCH CASE DECIDED.

Declsion Is Adverso to Those Who Were
Fighting the Tax,

Sioux City, Jan. 20.—Judge Hutch-
inson, of the Fourth judicial district
of Iowa, has decided the famous Mono-
na county ditch cases, which have been
pending in the courts for the last elev-
en years. The court finds for Monona
county, as against Judge Addison Oli-
ver, ex-United States congressman, and
other prominent Monona county land
owners. A portion of Monona county
is very lotv, and Judge Oliver got a bill
through the Twentieth General Assem-
bly authorizing county supervisors to
construct ditches to drain off the wa-
ter. It was decided to comstruct onme
in Monona county, and Judge Oliver
was one of the signers of the bonds to
have the work done. Then an assess-
ment was made against all lands to be
benefited, which was to pay for the
ditch. Then Judge Oliver attempted
to fight the tax levy and thelegal fight
has been going on in the courts of the
state ever since. Omne of the cases has
been up to the supreme court, and
these cases will be taken to the su-
preme court also. More than the pay-
ment for the ditch is involved in the
matter. It affects the whole political
situation in Monona county, and every
man in that county is much interested
in the case.

G
ADAMS PLEADS GUILTY.

Absconding ‘American Express Cashler
Makes No Defense.

Stoux City, Jan. 17.—L. A. Garner,
superintendent of the western division
of the American Express company,
arrived in Sioux City with George M.
Adams, the absconding cashier of the
local office of the American Express
company. Adams skipped out last May
with §3,000 of the company’s money.
Since then an untiring hunt for him
has been kept up. He was captured
at Philadelphia. He is now locked up
in the county jail. His casehasalready
been brought before the grand jury,
and he has been indicted on the charge
of embezzlement. He will plead guilty
and is anxious to at once begin serving
out his time in the penitentiary.

FAVOR A BOARD OF CONTROL.

Senate Ways and Means Committee Polled
at a Recent Meeting.

DEs MoINES, Jan. 21.—A meeting of
the ways and means committee of the
senate, at which a poll on the subject !
of a board of control was taken, re-
sulted in eleven members of the com-
mittee declaring unequivoecally that
they were in favor of the establishment
of such a board. The other five mem-
bers were non-committal. One or two
said they had not read the report vet
and they did not want to give any ex-
pression of their preferences until they
were fully posted. It is known that
two or three of the five who did not
commit themselves are in favor of the
proposition.

MIND WRECKED BY WEALTH,

Former Iowa Farmer, Now Living at Neow
Orleans, Goes Insane.

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 20.—Michael
Ringrose, a well-to-do farmer from Des
Moines, Ia., came to this state a few |
years ago and, buying §10,000 worth of |
land, had been doing well ever since.
He received word a few days ago that
a brother had died in New York and
left him §20,000. The news turned his
mind. He came near killing all the
women of the family with brickbats.
The officers had a hard struggle to
subdue him and get him to a retreat.

‘Yoman Justified in Shooting.
£LDORA, Jan. 20.—The casc of the
state vs. Lena Ricks was tried in the
distriet court. The jury, after being
out about forty minutes, returned a
verdict of not gyilty. Mrs. Ricks is
the wife of T. J. Ricks, a barber living
at Stanhope. She was living at Stan-
hope last fall, and when alone late one
pight in her home with her small child
she discovered a man prowling around
the house. She opened the door a lit-
tle and fired a revolver and inﬂictcdll
a wound in the leg »f a man. The
man proved to be J. A. Parks, a well-
to-do farmer living ncar Alden.

Must Pay Bountles.

Des MoiNgs, Jan. 20.—The supreme
court has decided that boards of super-
visors are compelled to allow claims
for bounties on the skins of wild
animals when proper proof has been
presented. Their discretion ends when
it has been definitely proved that the
claim is one for which payment is con-
templated by the statute.

Natural Gas In Hardin County.
ELpora, Jan. 20.—A big gas well
has just been discovered on a farm west
of Eldora, in Tipton township. This
well has a very strong flow, and water
has been forced fifty feet in the air by
the gas. It will be used to light and
heat the village of Hubbard, if enough
flow can be used.

Dubuque Hasa Fire,

DuBuQUE, Jan. 18—The flour and
feed store of Watters and Dennis and
the paper box factory of E. H. Dickin-
son were ruined by fire and water.
Watters & Dennis estimate their loss
at $9,000; insurance, $6,000. E. 1.
Dickinson estimates his loss at 84,0005
insurance, $2,350, The loss on the
building is placed at $2,000, fully in-
sured.

Postomce Robber Confesses.
Fort DopGE, Jan. 21.—The robbing
of the postoffice at Pioneer, the little
station just north of the Webster county
line on the Rock Island road, which
has occurred at different times during
the last fall and part of the winter, has
been cleared up by the confession of
Oscar Webster, a carpenter of Pionecer.

A Fire at Hampton.
HAupTON, San. 19.—Fire broke out
at midnight in the basement of one of
the stores under the Hotel Rule, and
before it was put out the furniture
stock of Anderson Bros. was practically
ruined by fire and water. Loss, about
$2,500, with $2,000 insurance.

All‘Round Tough Convicted,
ELDORA, Jan. 19.—In the distriet
court John Bailey was found guilty of
an attempt to commit murder. Hailey
is an all-round tough character, and
bis conviction will relieve Hardin
county of & man who is believed to be

st the head of & dangerous gang.

ROWE TO SUFFER.

s

Poweshlek Embezzler Is as Gullty as the
Principal, Says the Supreme Court.

DEs MoINgs, Jan. 19.—The important
state case against Richard Rowe, of
Poweshiek county, has been decided,
the supreme court affirming the trial
court, in convicting Rowe of embezzle-
ment. Rowe was charged with being
accessory to his brother, Chester Rowe,
treasurer of Poweshiek county, in the
embezzlement of 830,000 belonging to
the county. He was brought back
from Mexico and tried at great expense
to the state, convicted, and sentenced
to Fort Madison for a term of three
years. He was unable to give bond in
the sum of $10,000 and was sent to Fort
Madison a year ago last December.
His case was carried to the supreme
court, Rowe's attorney holding that he
was convicted as principal in a crime
in which he was only accessory. The
court holds that under the statute there
is no distinction between an accessory
and a principal, and all persons,
whether they commit the offense or aid
in its commission, must be tried as
principals.

ACCIDENT AT CHEROKEE.

Two Brothers Badly Injured and Both
May Dle.

CHEROKEE, Jan. 21.—A terrible acci-
dent oceurred in Silver township by
which Henry Van Sicklewill die and his
brother, Steve Van Sickle will be
maimed for life. Both young men
were at the farm of Joshua McCammit,
a big farmer and cattle feeder, helping
operate a horse power feed grinder.
Steve Van Sickle was working at the
power when a knuckle burst and a
piece of it struck him on the head,
breaking his jaw and fracturing his
skull. Later, when the machine was
started again Henry Van Sickle was
passing near the power when the tumb-
ling rod flew out of place. It struck
him in the forehead with such foree
that the entire frot of his head was
crushed in.  Doctors say he will not
recover. and have but slight hopes for
his brother.

ADVERTISING EXPLAINS IT.

Why a Dollar Dally Is Possible.
Des MoiNgs, Jan. 18.—The newspaper
world is still agog over the wonderful
success of the Des Moines Daily News,
the only daily paper in the world for
81 a year. The publisher explains that
the low rate has given the News its
nearly 20,000 circulation, double that

i of any other Jowa daily, and that

advertisers gladly pay two or three
times as much for space in the News as
in any other Iowa newspaper.
Wheecler Found.

CEDAR RArips, Jan. 21.—Albert
Wheeler, who mysteriously disappear-
ed from Cedar Falls, December 27, has
been located at Bowman, S. C. He
says the team attached to his sleigh
ran away and he knew nothing more
until he lound himself in Bowman.

JIOWA CONDENSEwW.

The Christian Citizenship League of
Chariton, it is announced, though
defeated in the attempt to assess the
$600 mulet tax against-the drug stores,
has not given up its fight. It has
placed in the hands of the judge the
necessary papers praying him to revoke
the pharmacy permits of the drug
stores. Much interest in the result is
manifested by the people.

The supreme court has deci#ed the
case of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul railroad vs. Patrick Solan, from
the Towa supreme court. The case in-
volves the constitutionality of the Iowa
law rendering void any contract limit-
ing liability in cases of loss. Solan
sought to recover damages on cattle
shipped and was awarded 1,000,
though his contract limited liability to
€500, The supreme court has affirmed
the opinion of the state court that the
law did not interfere with interstute
commerce and the regulation attempted
was within the province of the states.
A package containing something more
than §3,000 has just arrived at Monte-
zuma. The remarkable thing about
this package is the fact that it came
from the City of Mexico and was sent
to the county authorities. When Rowe
was found in Mexico he had £3,800 in a
safety deposit vault and the Rowe
brothers owned and were operating a
saloon, to which the county made
claim. The Mexican authorities, how-
ever, refused to allow either Rowe or
the county to have the money until the
ownership had been properly adjusted

Clinton dispatch: The county attor-
ney has received a letter from the state
chemist at Des Moines, to whom was
sent the stomach and brain of Sel-
hausery, who is supposed to have been
poisoned by his wife and Bertesch, who
is now her husband, saying that he has
analyzed the brain and blood and finds
unmistakable evidence of arscnic
poison. Hchas not yet completed the
analysis of the stomach and intestines.
This is regarded as almost conclusive
evidence of poisoning and murder. It
is said that finding of the poison in the
brain is unmistakable evidence of poi-
son having been taken before death, as
its presence in the stomach might have
been caused at the embalming. Mr.
and Mrs, Bertesch are still in jail and
bail is refused.

Des Moines dispatech: The ninth an-
nual meeting of the National Guard
Association of JTowa, composed of the
officers of the National Guard, was
held in the room of the adjutant gen-
eral at ine statc house. There was a
large attendance of prominents present,
and it was the most successful conven-
tion ever held by the association. Res-
olutions were passed as follows: Ask-
ing that the old national militia law
passed in 1762 be repealed and that a
new and modern law be passed; asking
that the national appropriation for
militia be expended in those states
where a modern and efflcient guard is
maintained; endorsing First Lieutenant
Harry E. Wilkins, U. S. A., for the po-
sition of captain and assistant quarter-
master in the United States army, and
requesting the secretary to send copies
of ,the resolution to the president of
the United States and to ecach
of the Iowa congressmen. Officers
for the ensuing year  were
elected as follows: President. Major
J. T. Davidson, of Muscatine; first vice
president, Major C. D. Ham, Dubuque;
second vice president, Captain J. E.
Banyard, Perry; corresponding secre-
tary and treasurer, Ml:‘jor John T.
Hume, Des Moines; recording secretary
Capt. E. C. Worthingtoh, Des Moines.

SYATE INSTITUTIONS.

COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGATION
MAKES ITS REPORT.

PRGBS

Recommends a Board of Control, Which
Can Save $300,000 Each Blea-
nial Perlod.

Des Moises, Jan, 18,

The present management of Jowa Jn-
sane asylums, penul institutions, and
other institutions outside of the state
university and agricultural college at
Ames and state normal school cost the
state or 10 per cent more each
biennial period than they should.

Besides this the sixteen institutions with
thirteen boards of some seventy-five
members are paid $3,.000 In salaries and
expenses, which should be saved.

These startlin statements, together
with charges of ignorance on the part
of trustees, mismanugement and misuse
of funds, make up the most sensational
{eport ever submitted to the lowa legls-
ature.

The report s from the hands of the
special committee appoited last winter to
Investigate state institut:ons and recom-
mend improvements, It is co'mposed of
Senator Thomas D. Healy of Webster, re-
publican; Representative Calude R.Porter
of Appanoose, democrat, and Representa-
tive Frank F. Merriam of Delavrere, re-
publican. For six months this com-
mittee has worked hard and energetically
and the result was lain before both
houses today in a _special report
of some fifty columns of newspaer type.
Thie committee finds that the institutions
have been running the state, instead of
the state the institutions, that many trus-
tees knew nothing of their duties, that
the institutions expend money foolishly
and wind up by recommending @ t-cnt'rnl
board of control, simi.ar to that of New
York and other states.

Representative Merriam  goes further
fn a separate report and says the state
educational institutions should be In-
cluded in the general house cleaning.
There are sensational charges in the re-
ort as well. The trustees of the soldiers
ome are criticised for taking per diem
when not entitled to it, for buying ;:_oods
at retall and for a drug bill of 3,600 a
vear. The whisky bills of $100 2 month
are particularly noted.

At the Glenwood institute the treasurer
{s criticised for not turning over pre-
miums on warrants and for accepting
salary as treasurer when a member of the
board. The guard service at the peniten-
tiarles Is roasted and the suggestion made
that the selection of the warden should be
taken out of politics.

There is evidence all through the report
that the institution of this fnvestigation
has created a desire upon the part of the
management of the various institutions
to pick up the lax threads of business.
In nearly every case the visits of the
committee have called forth unasked the
assurances that some of tne most glaring
evils shall not be repeated, the manifes-
tation of a disposition much like the
gmall boy who promises never to repeat
the offense if he can but escape punish-
ment this time.

The report was written by Senator™
Healy and shows careful study of the
subject throughout. It is very possible
that still more interesting information
will be drawn out in debate over the bill
embodying the recommendations which
will be introduced at once.

REPORT OV INSTITUTIONS,

Insane Hoapitals Iluve Many Faults —
Report by Mynopsis.

The four insane hospitals are given first
attention. A detailed account of the
methods of doing business in each one
fs given. In each of the three that are
now opera.ing it is claimed by the com-
mittee that a reduction in the per capita
allowance could be made if the manage-
ments were at all careful in their admin-
f{stration of affairs. KEeverything is done
by loose mechods of business. There is no
competitive system of bldding for the
construction of buildings or the purchase
of supplies. The systems of bookkeeping,
where there are any, are defective, the
one at Mount Pleasant being the best.
The superintendents, except in the case of
Clarinda hospital, are compelled to give
thelr attention to matters ot building and
buying to the exclusion of personal care
of the inmates. They are paild expenses
for making trips to annual cenventions of
superintendents of the United States,
which the committee holds was never con-
templated by law. The law passed by the
lust assembly providing for the drawing
of the quartely allowance of the hospi -
tals in advance is said to have brought
no advantage with it except to increase
the dally deposits of the treasurer. The
last assembly reduced the salaries of the
guperintendents of the hospitels. A ques-
tion has arisen as to the power of the
legislature to change this compensation
which is fixed by contract with the board
of trustees. The committee belicves that
in no Instance will the trustees reduce
trq compensation voluntarily unless ad-
vised by the law oflicers.of the state that
no greater compensation can be paid.
Some of the evils of the different hospi-
tals are reviewed as follows:

At Independence one thousand dollars
has been expended annually in street car
tickets for the,use of patients in recrei-

the hospital and the city of Independence,
to retain the operation of the line for the

recommends that it be abolished. Tt has
been ascertained that doctors, not con-
nected with the hsopital, and employed
occasionally at $10 a day to assist in op-
erations and give lectures in the training
school for nurses, an unusual expenditure
nlnd one made by no other state instita-
tion. .
At Mount Pleasant the salaries paid are
higher than at any of the other hospitais,
The superintendent is receiving $.040.
The steward receives §1,800 per year. ‘I'wo
clerks of the two prisons render more
gervice and have greater responsibility,
and receive but $20 per year. In spite
of the law providing that no appropria-
tions shall be drawn from the state treas
ury unless needed for usc within thirty
days from the date of requisition, this
hospital has at times drawn several thou-
sand dollars which has remaincd in the
hands of the treasurer for a neriod of
twelve to fiftecen months unexpended.
The treasurere recelves from $£0900 to $1,200
per year. The hospital has been com-
pelled to_pay exchange on remitiances
urchased at the
‘:Is deposits. This is unusual. the com-

that such is the custom ant the Mount
Pleasant banks. The hospital is shown
to have paid $5,000 annually to a private
corporation for gas. The trustecs do not

tendent claims that the state was asked
twice to appropriate money for the equip-
ment of the hospital with a gas plant.
The resident trustee owns shares of stock
in the gas plant. The committee recom-
mends that the legislature forthwith
equip the hospital with its own lighting
plant,
tees is a member of the firm of Allen &
Co. nt Mt. Pleasant, which has fur-

pital.  The committee is satisfied that
the trustee's connection with the firm is
such as should prevent it from selling
any merchandise to the hospital under the
statute.

Irustees Get Double Action.

At Clarinda when the legislature
authorized the building of this hos-
pital the work of construction was
given into the hands of a building com-
mission. Subsequently the board of trus-
tees was created and the work of the
building committee done by this board,
which is now acting in a dual capacity.
The compensation of the members as
trustees is paid by warrants out of the
gtate treasury the compensation of mem-
bers for services on the bhuilding commis-
glon Is pald out of the appropriations
made by the legislature for such_ build-
fngs. The trustees have incurred more
expense and drawn greater mileage for
trips over the state and into other states
than those of any other institutions.

In investigating: Cherokee hospital now
In process of erection the committee has
ascertained that if left in its unfinished
condition for a time no injury will be
caused to the property, and in a mild way
suggests that further work on it for a
time be postponed, in view of the present
condition of the #tate's flnances and the
increased facilities for patient s which
Clarinda now has.

TROUBLE AT »OLDIERS' HOME,

Committes Finds Many Irregularities and
and Jumps on the Commiscloners,

The Soldiers’ Home s given second
place and comcs !n for a large share of
criticism and comment. The statute does
not provide for a per dlem for the six
commissioners of the home, but they have
pald themselves from the funds of the in-
stitution—other boards of trustees are
paid from the state treasury. None of
them have observed the iimitation that
the expense of a trustee shall not exceed
five cents per mile for the number of
miles actually traveled. Five of the com-
missioners were er unined by the com-
mittee and declarea they did not under-
stand this limitation applied {o them.
They have also 1acured expenses in mak-
ing ‘triys to other states, visiting other
institutions, attending conventions of
They have algo incurred expenses in mrek-
ing trips to other states, visiting other
to buy supphes and equipment. Thelr ex-
penses for the vear ending June 30, 1897,
aggregated $3,652.83, an increase of $2,500
over that of the year 1591

J. R. Ratekin was commandant when
the committee visited the home and they
state that no expenses ware paid for him
for trips outside the state. He attended
conventions and vigited other homes at

his own expense, The committee says it

tion on a slrcof car line running between |

banks where he Keeps |

1t is largely a bonus to the car compuany |

benefit of the hospital, and the committec |

mittee says. but is explained by the fact |

Justify this expenditure and the superin- |

It is shown that one of the trus- |

nished much of the clothing for the hos- |
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found considerable friction in the board
of commissioners, that a former treas-
urer, a.so a resident commisgioner, re-
{ased to turn over his books to his suc-
cessor, and other manifestations of dis-
cord were apparent.

Even since the home was established It
husg been drawing fllegally from the sup-
port fund by o computation based on the
number of inmates on the books, and not
the number actually domiciled. It has
drawn a ver capita for men who have
never reccived any support from the home
except a few dollars’ worth of clothing.
The commissioners said had they known
of the practice they would not have per-
mitted it. The committee called the at-
tention of the state auditor to the prac-
fce. He secured an opinfon of the attor-
ney general and the home Is now under-
gtood to be getting Its proper nllowance.
It is estimated that about $8,570 was
drawn In excess of the legal amount durs
ing the period covered by the Investiga-
tion of the committee, The commandant.
who was formerly a member of the board
of commissioners. sald he simply fol-
lowed the method employed by his pred-
ecessor and had no knowledge of it until
he became commandant.

There is no system of competitive bid-
ding for the purchase of supplies. Com-
mandant Ratekin and Quartermaster
Longley inaugurated a system of requisi-
tions on the part of employes in the use
of supplies. which is hignly commended
as the most perfect found at any of the
institutions, est!mated by the command-
ant to make a saving of $18.000 per year.
The committee doubts this. but says the
reduction §s unusual. The other books
are severely criticised.

In spite of the penal offense for divert-
ing an appropriation from the purposes
for which it was made $1.000 of the con-
tingent fund was transferred to salarv
and wages account and never returned.
Other instances of the snme violation are
cited. For instance, the Twenty-sixth
general assembly appropriated $2.000 for
purchasing furniture, while the commis-
cloners expended over $5,000 for the same
purpose, drawing the sum of $£.,000 from
the support fund.

The committee istened to certain
charges and comvlaints against the quar-
termaster, but after careful consideration
found no foundation for them. holding
that his participation in securing a more
cconomical administration of the pur-
chasing department of the home is cred-
itable. Finding that much litigation has
resulted from the action of the bhoard of
commissioners In dealing with the pen-
sions received by the inmates—the courts
having decided that the commissioners
have the power to make the regulations
now in foree-~the committee {8 of the
opinion that vesting in the commandant
the power to determine who are depend-
ent relatives and should reeceive all of the
pensions in exeess of $6 per month, pro-
vokes discontent on the part of the in-
mates and relatives, It says the legisla-
ture should definitely name the parties
who are entitled to excess money.

The committee ascertained that the
great bulk of suppiies is purchaged in the
city of Marshalltown, and helleves the
greatest economy is not effected, the res-
ident trustees being subjected to great
influence from local dealers. The home is
charged with an extravagant drug bill
Auring the last year, it amounting to £3.-
600, during fome months whiskies being
purchased to the amount of $§100.

The committee belicves the law should
be nmended so that a member of the
hoard of commissioners should not be
eligible to the nosition of commandant
during the term for which he is elected
and two years thereafter.

Institution for Feeble Minded.

At Glenwood the resident trustee is
charged with having acted as treasurer,
which is against the law, and besides re-
ceiving a compensation  as  such  has
Arawn the largest ver diem which any
trustee is known of receiving, and re-
eoived further compensation for making
the treasurer's biennial report. Subse-
quently when the state warrants were
at i premium he sold about $75,000 in war-
rants. and appropriated premium and ge-
cumuinted interest., The committee sanys
that since then he has reimbursed the
state for the same,

Penitentinrvies,

The most glaring evil pointed out in
the two penitentiaries is the guard ser-
vice, which involves a large outlay yeuarly
and i influenced wholly by politics, The
committee recommends that the selection
o fa warden be taken out of politics, when
that officer will be free in the appoint-
ment of guards and be enabled to appoint
better men and reduce the number., At
Anamosa there is a chance for improve-
ment in prison discipline as shown by the
number of convicts that escape yearly.
Here some of the gaurds have had finan-
cial transactions with the convicts. The
committee listened to complaints agninst
P. W. Madden, the now ex-warden at An-
amosa, but found most of them unfound.
ed, finding nothing in the records, finan-
cinl management, or in the accountings
f?r expenditures to reflect upon his integ-
rity.
School for the Deaf.

The school for the deaf is in debt to
the amount of $!8,038.09, Before the revis-
jon of the code last year little attention
had been paild to its management. At
that time a law was passed requiring that
the requisition for quarterly allowances
be based on the average attendance dur-
ing the preceding quarter. Up to that
time the management had been in the
habit of basing it upon the largest single
attendance during the quarter. The state
auditor discovered the habit and refused
to honor the requisition, which resulted
in the new law. This it is belleved will re-
duce the expenses of the institution from
four to seven thousand dollars annually.
The committee recomnends that the state
pay off the indebtedness of the institu-
tion and put it on its feet again. Then
radically change its methods and practices
so that it can live within its income,
wheh the committee says is now inad-
cquate,

The Orphans' Tlome at Davenport

5 | penditure of §2,000.000.

commended ns the most economically ad- |

ministered government among the state
institutions. The educational institutions
are not found to be as radieally wrong as
many of the others, vet they have ways
that can be mended. For instance, one of
the schools employs teachers that are re-
Inted to members of the bouard of trustees,
The Industrial schools have paid less in
mileage and per diem to their trustees
than any other of the Institutions.

tecapitulation and Recommenda- |

tion.

In the reeapitulation the
soys: “Entertaining the opinion, however,
that the major part of our eriticisms re-
fer to abuses inhering to the trustee sys
tem @ thorough measure of reform is the
only remedy. We attempted with some

committee for the insane hospitals. It s
central or supervising board Is created
such visiting committee will have out:
lived {ts usefulness.

“Phe establishing of a system of unl-
form nccounts which Is required of the
executive council by the terms of the new
code, is a great and much needed reform.
All the institutions cannot have the same
kind of books, but institutions of like kind
should have similar books, and the com-
mittee belleves this matter of {nstituting
a thorough and uniform syst/W of ac-
counts is not fully appreciated, If a
central or supervigsory board Is created.
this duty may well p:aced on _it, for
it is a matter of much labor and great
detail.

“The precendent of creating tax levies
for state institutions should not be fol-
lowed, as It gives under present man-
agements and conditions a discretion in
expenditure that distracts too much from
legislative powers and functions.

“The precedent of one legislature mak-
ing appropriations for a period longer
than two years, and which are to be ex-
pended after the succeeding legislature
convenes, cannot meet the sanction of
him who is cognizant of the uncertainties,
dangers and abuses of thus anticipating
the needs and ‘revenues of the future by
fndirectly affecting the legislation of an-
other general assembly. The reflection
that a:l extraordinary appropriations
should remain in the state treasury un.
til expended merits in the judgment of
the committee more than passing notice.

“The executive council, or other proper
body, should be granted the right to make
appropriations from a providential fund
when the legislature is not In session.
This power has never been abused, and
prudence requires the restoration of the
privilege to the executive council.”

Other Wrongs Beside Financial.

After disposing of the financlal end of
the question the committee says: “From
every standpoint we are of the opinion
that a change in the government of many
state institutions is not _only advisable
but it is imperatively demanded, By
every prompting of busincss prudence,
economical managements cannot be se-
cured by methods that are ohnoxious to
every commercial instinet and usage.

“rThere are sixteen institutions including
Cherokee insane hospital. There are
thirteen separate boards, making about
seventy-five trustees in all, receiving $33,-
o0 in all in saluries and expenses in 1897.
During the biennial period closing June
a0, 1867, the state expended for these In-
stitutions §2, 134,44 Tfor purposes of sup-
port and maintenance and the sum of
$974.240 for betterments and new. buildings,
making a total expenditure during the
last l)h‘nnigl period of $3,214,204.85, which
is about 70" per cent of the total expendi-
of the -state. The Twenty-sixth
! 11 nssembly at both sessions granted
272,609,153 more in extraordinary appro-
priations to these institutions than did
the Twenty-fifth general assembly. Such
appropriations were not within the in-
come of the state.”

Discussing the trust syvstem the com-
mittee says: “As our rcport indicates,
many of the trustees betrayed in their ex-
amination before the committee a want of
that information respecting the institu-
tions which might be supposed would be
known to any citizen. There are some ex-
ceptions to this rule. The committee met
two-thirds of the eleven trustces. Less
than one-third of this number gave the
required time and attention or evinced the
possession of information suflicient to
give valuable counsel, to say nothing of
actually participating in the direction of
a business involving annually the expen-
diture of hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars."”

The committee then says in substance
that the trustees may know how to con-
duet their own business, but they do not
familiarize hemselves with the business
of the institutions.

“No state but Towa governs its public
jnstitutions by separate boards of trus-
tees without a supervising authority
lodged in the board of control.

““Wisconsin, Rhode Island, Kansas, Ne-
braska and South Dakota govern their
institutions by bourds of control, So far
as the committee knows, no state but
one that has once provided for
board has changed the system,

“The examination of the officers and
trustees indicates that only in a few in-
stances did we iind a sentiment favoring
a law that might lessen the powers of
the managing officers. Too often did we
find o disposition to regard the general
assembly as harboring a hostile disposi-
tion towards the institutions."”

The intimation is made that resident
members of the legislature do not inves-
tigate alleged abuses ror fear of effect
on themselves,

“If u change is thought prover by the
legislature, the boards should be given
administrative and executive powers, It
must not oniy have the power to advise,
but the power to administer the gov-
ernment of the instituiion,

“The three great educational institu-
tions might be omitted. for their boards
of trusteeg, as shewn in the report, are
exercising to a greater degree, the power
vested in them by law, and there is force
in the suggestion that the development
of the university as a seat of learning
involves considerations that have no ap-
plication to the charitable and penal
agencies of the state, The number of the
governing bodies of the university and
agricuitural ccllege should be reduced to
five members and better resulls obtained.
To retain a member from each con-
gressional distriet on the board is to give
way to a fiction that is no longer, if it
ever was, useful.

“Wao are satisfied that it is within the
ready reach of this legislature by proper
enactment to save ten cents on every dol-
lar expended by the state. This saving
wiil be made by less appropriations and
the eccnomlical” expenditures of  those
made. In New York in 183 a law gov-
erning purchasing of supplies for insane
hospitals saved $260.060 ont of a total ex-
The commiltee is
therefore not without precedent in say-
ing that it Is rearsonable to cxpect that
a saving of $£200,000 can be made in Towa
where $3,000,000 is ¢pent biennially.”

Mr. Merriam Dissents,

Mr. Merriam does not agsent to all the
conclusions of Mr. Healy and AMr. Porter
as set forth. He believes in the creation
of a ecentral board with extensive super-
visory powers similar to that under
which New York hasanade a great saving.
He also contends that whatever central

tures

such

| board the legislature may see fit to estab.

committee |

lish, clothed with whatever powers is
deemed prduent, should be a board suit-

{ able to exercise functions over all the in-
| stitutlons of the siate,

“The educationai Institutions—the uni-

| versity, the normal school, the school for

ciare to prepare a list of proposed stat- |

utory amendments, but on reflection it
was aseertained that the greater number

of such amendments can properly form |
@ part of a measure creating a ceutral |
r ' ness methods are (o be found in s .

The different methods of amendment of | : ome of

or supervigory board,”

the different Institutions, the
says, induce extravagance. “Different
funds are mingled in violation of lLaw.

committee |

Statutory limitations on expenditures for |

specilic purposes are not observed,

any places there is no auditing of bills

d ‘at others the auditing is only nad
after the bills are paid. Institutions of
the same kind pay different salaries for
like services. Appropriations are secured
from the legislature on ex-parte state-
ments. The costs of the improvements
are therefore unknown. And it is only
by chance that a proper appropriation is

made, Thig vicious practice will deplete |

a treasury."” *

In speaking of the riviary and distrust
of the different institutions the committee
closes by saying: “In one instance at
least g management employed members
of the board at considerable expense to
the state to attend the assembly sessions
and prevent the state from enucting
what was termed ‘hostile legislation.’
This was an expenditure for a purpose
wholly inexcusable,”

“We submit that the legislature should
consider the suggestions amending the
statute so the support fund shall not be
drawn unt!l it Is required by the Institu-
tion, and a failure to draw at the stated
intervals shall not deprive the manage-
ment of the annual per canita allowance,
but {t will remain a credit in the state
treasury until needed. The benefits of such
a provision are many and obvious.

“The state treasurer should be author-
1zed to dispose of all warrants issued to
the institutions, and which the state has
not the funds to pay. Our report indi-
ciutes the need of thls amendment, and
particular reference may be made to the
managements of the Institutions for the
feeble minded, the normal and industrial
schools.

“The recommendations as to the reduc-
tion of the per capita support are enti-
tled to consideration, for in no other way
has the legislature the power to limit ex-
travagant expenditures under n system
of making maximum per capita appro-
priations. The temptation to draw and
expend the maximum is ever present and
sometimes !rresistible,

“Much of the digcussion regarding the
merits of state or county care of the in-
sane will be unnecessary under a more
cconomical management which will re-
duce the per capita allowance for sup-
port nurposes. The failure of the state
to show a reduction in the support of in-
mates, though it Is evident that such a
reduction should be had in the last seven
years, may be taken as one reason why
many counties are building asylums to
housé their insane, Thoroughly convince
the people and members o¢ boarls of su-
pervisors that the per ~pita allowance
for inzane is not greater chan Is required,
and this question of county care will
solve itself, for all must grant that the
state hospital i{s the place to elther cure
or care for the insane. The state must
not surrender entirely to the medical de-
partments of the hospitals the duty of
making the budgets for such institutions,

The statute shovld imit the number
of days service expected of the visiting

In |

the blind, and the argricultural college—
should all be subject to the same econ-
omy and supervision in the expenditure
of the state's monjes as are other insti-
tutiong. The same criticsims as to busi-

them, and In as aggravated a form as at
any of the institutions visited by this
committee. If ten cents on the dollar can
he saved on the funds expended at one
place, why not attempt a like saving,
through the same agencles, on the money
expended at other places?”

It Wasn't Necessary.

He—Are you going to hang a sprig
of mistletoe on the chandelier tomor-
row?

She—No, indeed,

He—Why not?

Skhe—Simply because a subterefuge
like that is superfluous when the right
man is around.

Force of IHabit.

“Did you ever notice the queer ro-
tary gesture Mr. Chilkoot always
makes when his wife rings for the
butler?” *“Yes; you see, he used to be
a motorman before he went to Klop-
dike.”—Boston Traveler.

No Other Alternmtive.

Mrs. Jaggs—What excuse have you
for coming home drunk every night?
Mr. Jaggs—All th’' (hic) ho-hotelsh ish
(bic) crowded m’ dear. Got t' (hic)
go some plash, ain’t 1?

DEVIOUS DEFINITIONS.

Confidence—A teunder plant nourish-
ed by bunko men.

Satire—A good-natured jest that is
always half “ire.”

Tomorrow—The happlest day in the
average man's life.

Hunger—A necessary evil for the
promotion of industry.

Fools—A class of people that wise
men work for a living,

Cipher—The average man who thinks
he is one in a thousand.

Cynic—A man who is never happy
unless he is very unhappy.

Consistency—A jewel that the pawn-
broker refuses to recoguize.

Genius—A man who can do almost
anything except make a living.

Look out for colds
At this season. Keep
Your blood pure and
Rich and your systemy

Toned up by taki
Hood'’s Sarsaparilla, Thaer:ng

You will be able to
Resist exposure to which
A debilitated system
Would quickly yield,

Independent.

Biffers—‘Hello, Whiffers. How goes
g.?? Still working for Harde Cash &

o "

‘Whiffers—‘‘No.
myself now.”

“You don’t say so!”

“Yes. I married an actress,” 1

I'm in business for

A General Change.
Mrs. Smythe—What would you be it
I didn’t have property?
§i13’?:the—Wel|, what would you be?
“Yes, you!
Smythe!”

THE CANADIAN GOLD FIELDS,

They Do Not All Lie In the Yukon.
The ex-
citement of
\~.. (the past
o1t fewmonths

You wouldn't be Mrs,

| gle todltho

an
Yukon in the search for gold, ang h:;:
diverted the attention of many others,
But in order to get there it is necessary
that a man should be possessed of the
best of health, strong powers of endu-
rance and considerable means, He
leaves his wife and his family for a con-
siderable period, and the hardships he
has to endure are all unknown to him.
; Canada has other gold fields, though.
They are the fields that produce her
golden grain. This year the crop of
Manitoba, lying directly north of North
Dakota, yielded 21,000,000 bushels of
wheat alone. The current price aver-
ages 76 cents, which, as a local paper
puts it, “makes the product in gold this
year, for wheat alone, equal to a value
of $15,960,000.” Twenty thousand farm-
ers did this, or an average to each pro-
ducer of about $798.

“But these same farmers are not liv-
ing by wheat alone. This is only one
source of revenue to them out of many.
They have also beef, butter, potatoes,
oats, barley and poultry to sell, and
sometimes other things, so that it may
be fairly estimated that their incomes
will average at least $1,000 per farmer.
Thus Manitoba’s flelds have yielded
this year fully $20,000,000 in gold, di-
vided among 20,000 actual producers,
3(1)1(;1’3 general population of about 200,-
After counting the cost of stamp
mills, expenses of men, etc., rich as is
the Klondike, such vast wealth as is be-
ing taken out of the soil in raising
wheat in this one province, cannot pos-
sibly be secured in any mining district.
Of course mining development assists

agricultural development, and that is. .

why the Government of Canada feels
s0 much assurance in predicting pros-
perity to all who take up farms in Can-
ada. Western Canada today promises
more than any other known field tht i8
open to immigration. Farms of e "
acres, capable of producing the '
No. 1 hard wheat, yielding thirty to%..
ty bushels to the acre, are given awa
free. ' Railways, markets, gchoo
churches—all are convenfen:Z 1
Canadian form of government is one 0
the most liberal known, and a heart)
welcome is given to settlers of all nal
tionalities. Already there are many se
tlers gone in from the states, and th
reports from them are highly favorabl¢
Those desiring information as to frc¥ 4
homestead laws, low transportatio
rates, ete., will have pamphlets, et
sent free on application to the Depar
ment of the Interior, Ottawa, or t#};9
agent of the Government. .
] ,: y
Y

To get comfortably fitting shobs
them in the afternoon, when the exer-
cise of the day has spread the feet to
their largest extent.

New Inveations.
The United
patent office !last
week issued 488
patents. Amongst
the curious of these
were included a
cycle embodying
but a single wheet
agzuia known as @
unicycie, the patent
be'ng issued to an Jowa inventor.
While another Iowa inventor Tre-
ceived a patent for a centrifugal cream
separator. It remained for a Utica,
N. Y., inventor to provide a running
gear for a baby carriage, by which
the forward wheels can be dropped
downward so that the carriage body
may be held horizontal while the
baby carriage is being wheeled up
and down stairs. Most people have
realized the dangers attending convey-
fng a child in a baby buggy up or
down flights of stairs, which is en-
tirely overcome by the new invention.
Above we show a simple movement
by means of which the wheel A re-
volves the larger wheel D in opposite
directions. Inventors desiring free
information may obtain the same in
addressing Sues & Co., regigiered pat-
ent’ agents, Omaha, Neb.

States

Horace G. Burt, the new president ol
the Union Pacific Railway company,
began his railroad career in 1867 as @
rodman on the Vandalia lines.

All Ahout Alaska.

Persons desiring latest and most
complete information about  the
Alaskan gold fields can get maps and
other matter by sending four cents in
stamps to W. M. Lowrie, General Agent
Great Northern Railway, 220 South
Clark St., Chicago, 111., or free by, call-
ing at his office. The Great Northern
is the short line to Seattle and Port
land; vestibuled trains; touris! sleepers.
meals in dining cars ala carte; connect!
with all Alaska steamers.

About the worst plece of luck that
can happen to a busy man is to make ?
tavorable impression upon a bore.

‘Renuty W Widi€ Deep.

Clean blood makes a clean skin. No
beauty withoutit. Cascarets Candy Cathar-
tic cleans your blood and keeps it clean, by
stirring up the lazy liver-and driving all im-

urities from tha body. Begin to-da)y to
anish pimples, boils, blotches, blackheads,
and thatsickly bilious complexion by taking
Cascarets,—beauty for ten cents. All drug-
gists, satisfaction” guaranteed, 10, 25, Sle.

Lots of men can date their first suc
cess from the time some girl made th¢
mistake of refusing to marry tbem.

(;-eTéon‘h Halsam
15 the oldestand Mest. It will break up a cold quicke!
than anything else. It is always reliable. Try it
A French agriculturist has grafted
tomatoes upon potatoes, with the result
that his plant produces potatoes under-
ground and tomatoes above.
prand of,

Star Tobacco is the leadl
the world, because it is the best.
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