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fffin Hli Position In Pntorlt 
Insufferable 

. WASHINGTON, Feb. IS.-1-!!! a, state
ment Issued yesterday Charles Macrum, 
former United States consul to Pre-

IOWA. toria, says: 
"The situation in Pretoria was such 

that, first, as an official, I could not 
remain there while my government at CONGRESS. 

Iowa State Bystander, 
; SW ' ' 

: M$V?' . BV nyiTANnni riui. co. 

_ . . 6SNATB. 
Washington, Feb. 9.—The senate transacted 

anly routino business and adjourned to enablt 
members to attend the obsequies of Genera 
X«wton. Allison presented credentials of Gear, 
Jones, of Arkansas, Introduced a free silvei 
•oinoge substitute for the pending curreuoj 
bill. 

HOUSE. 
' Sulzer, of New York, introduced a resolution 

declaring tlie Nicaragua canal bill should 
toe immediately passed, regardless of the Hay 

v Pnuncefote treaty, and that the latter should be 
rejected OK in conflict with the Monroe doctrine 
and revive the lapsed Clay ton-Bulwer treaty. 
At a night session ihirty-flve pension bills were 

, passed. 
SENATE. 

Washington, Feb. 10.—A resolution express* 
" ing sympathy with the Boers in their struntfle 

against Great Britain and urKhif? mediation on 
the part of the United Stutes between the 
belligerents was adopted by the sen 
»te today in a lit of temporary aberration of at
tention. The resolution was o(Torod by Allen 
and went through without attracting the slisht-

• est comment from any one of the dozen or more 
senators present. A minuto Inter, however, 
at the request of the chair Allen consented to a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the reso
lution was passed and the incident passed amid 
much quiet laughter. The financial debate was 
continued during the day. 

SENATE. 
Washington, Feb. 12.—The financial bill was 

discussed by Kllcins of West Virginia, Wolcott 
•f Colorado, and Hutler of North Carolina 
Wolcott pl<>ade<l for liimettalism, but dCclarcd 
that Bryanism was its u-nrst enemy. A lartre 
number of hills of mi tor importance were 
passed, among them one for the preservation of 
the frigate Constitution. 

IHilISK. 
An important 1:111 w;\s passed by the house 

to-day which makes universally applicable the 
law that now permits the transit of ireods 
bond through certain ports of the United States. 
Under it goods in bond can be shipped through 
any portion of the territory of the United 
States to foreign purls. It is principally de
signed to give the transportation companies of 
the United States a share of the trans-conti-
Dental trade to the Orient. 

SENATE. 
Washington, Feb.13.—Allison to-day delivered 

an address in favor of the pending finance bill. 
In the course of his argument he presented his 
answers to the points raised against the bill. 
Jones of Nevada declared the bill was vicious, 
conferring too great power on national banks 
and fastening the country to a gold currency. 

HOUSE. 
Resolutions on the death of Congressman 

Chickering of New York were adopted, and as 
a further mark of respect the house adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Washington, Feb. 14.—A test vote was had on 

the financial bill to-day. Chandler proposed an 
amendment to the committee amendment 
which authorized the president to appoint com
missioners to any international conference 
called by the United States or any other coun 
try to arrange a bimetallic agreement. The 
amendment was defeated, 45 to 25. 

HOUSE. 
The house took up the legislative, executive 

and judicial appropriation bill in committee of 
the whole. Hemenwuy, of Indiana, in charge, 
explained the bill. Payne, of New York, floor 
leader of the majority, cave notice that he 
would coll up the Porto Rican bill Monday. 

SENATE. 
Washington, Feb. 15.—The senate committee 

en military affairs to-day reported favorably 
and unan mously on Representative Hull's bill, 
to create a military ficst at Des Moines. This 
aotion of the o^mmittee assures the early pas
sage of the bill in the senate and the favorable 
attitude of the war department indicates that it 
will meet the approval of the president. The 
senate substitute for the house currency bill 
was passed to-day by a vole of 46 to 29. Prior 
to the final passage of the bill, amendments 
were considered under the ten minute rule. 
Only two of these amendments were adopted, 
one offered by the linance committee keeping 
the door open to international bimetallism, and 
one by Nelson, of Minnesota, providing for 
national banks with $25,000 capital in towns of 
not more than 4,000 inhabitants. 

HOUSE. 
The house completed 26 of the 124 pages of the 

legislative, executive and judicial appropriation 
bill without amendment. 

APPEAL TO HIGHEST TRIBUNAL. 

Kentucky Republicans Want a Decision 
From the Supreme Court. 

CINCINNATI. Feb. 10.—Attorney II. 
B. Macoy, with ex-Governor Bradley 
and other attorneys interested in the 
Kentucky contested election cases ap
peared before the United States Circuit 
Judge Taft in chambers and filed no
tice of an appeal from the decision ren
dered by the latter on Friday after
noon. The appeal will betaken direct 
to the United States supreme court. 
The petition for appeal merely states 
that Judge Taft erred in declaring 
that jurisdiction did not lie in the fed
eral court and it was solely upon this 
ground that appeals will be taken. 
When Macoy appeared before Judge 
Taft he had with him several other 
petitions which were brought by the 
other minor state officials. The prayer 
of each is the same. Judge Taft ex
amined them all and allowed the ap 
peal in each. 

FRANKFORT, Ky.. Feb. 16.—The 
clash between the democratic and re
publican branches of the government 
was emphasized last night by the pris
on officials releasing John Seals, a 
Louisville convict, on a pardon issued 
by Governor Beckham. Douglas Hays, 
a Knott county convict, recently par
doned by Governor Taylor, is still in 
confinement, the prison officials refus
ing to recognize Taylor as governor. 

DEWEY'S NEW POSITION. 

Assigned to Doty as Advisory Counsel to 
Secretary of the Navy. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10.—Ilaving com
pleted his duties as a member of the 
Philippine commission. Admiral 
Dewey will be assigned to duty as ad
visory counsel to the secretary of the 
navy. His duties will not be arduous, 
and unless a war should occur and he 
be required to help frame a naval pol
icy or map out campaigns, it is not 
likely that he will have much more to 
do than Admiral Porter. Only on the 
more important questions pertaining 
to the navy will he be called upon for 
opinions. 

Another BrltUh "Accident." 
BOEB LAAGEK, Near Ladysmith, 

Tuesday, Feb. 13.—Yesterday General 
Botha, with a small force, crossed the 
Tugela to a deserted British camp, 
where he encountered 50 Lancers, of 
whom 16 were killed, 25 wounded and 
0 taken prisoners. One of the prison
ers was sent to tell the British to fetch 
their wounded. 

Roberta and Kitchener to the Front 
CAPE TOWN, Feb. 8.—Fighting began 

yesterday morning at Sterkstroom and 
is now in progress. No details have 
been received. Roberts and Kitchener 
nave started for the front. 

At New Ilnmpton Wm. Klatt was 
sentenced to twenty months in the 
penitentiary, Samuel Kimball to six
teen, and Samuel Wilson to five years, 
for wholesale stealing of stock among 
the farmers. 

Fire destroyed the brick school 
building at Charles City at a loss of 
$15,000; insurance $0,500. The fire 
started in the basement from the fur
nace. The 400 school children escaped 
without injury. 

Bertha Oliver, the girl who disap
peared from Washington, has been 
located at Iledrick, at the home of 
Martin Connors. She tells a romantic 
story of a week's travel in box cars 
throughout southern Iowa. 

The high school building at Allerton 
burned a few days ago with a loss of 
$25,000 and $7,500 insurance. The 
school was in session but nil pupils es
caped without injury. They lost their 
books and wraps, however. 

Burglars entered the dry goods store 
of John II. Taft & Co., of Cedar Rapids, 
stole $3,000 worth of silks and satins, 
and escaped without leaving any clue 
to their identity. It wasevidentl.v the 
work of professionals. The robbers 
took nothing but the best goods, 
throwing the cheap silks to one side. 
Neither did they take any of the rem
nants. 

Officer Beeson. of Iowa City, was 
severely cut and bruised when he 
attempted to place Charles Smith un
der arrest. When Beeson made the 
attempt to secure Smith the latter 
struck him several vicious blows. The 
officer returned with several "stun
ners" and succeeded in overcoming 
Smith. Beeson was badly cut above 
the right eye and also sustained sev
eral other bad cuts about the face. 

Articles of incorporation have been 
filed with the secretary of state by the 
Fort Dodge Beet Sugar Company, eap-
tal $40,000. The organization is the 
esult of a movement that has been in 

progress in that community for several 
months. A large number of contracts 
have been let for beets to be used in 
1001 and the financing of the enterprise 
is well progressed. It includes some 
of the most prominent business men in 
the community. 

The Western League, which has 
been a matter of talk and conjecture, 
was organized in Des Moines a few 
days .ago and will contain six clubs, 
Denver, Pueblo, St. Joseph. Omaha. 
Sioux City and Des Moines. Those 
present at the meeting were Thos. ,T. 
Hiekey and J. F. Runcie. of St. Joseph; 
Geo. Tebeau. of Denver: Billy Rourke, 
of Sioux City; "Buck" Keith, of Oma
ha, and W. P. Chase, of Des Moines. 
Franchises were granted to W. P. 
Chase, for Des Moines and Billy nulen 
for Pueblo. 

Another murder case is added to the 
three which have shocked Sioux City 
since December 2!) last. Flevey Davis 
being the last victim, his wounds being 
inflicted by Bert Ispey, in a brothel 
fight, January 27. He endeavored to 
quell a disturbance in the place, and a 
number of men, who were frantic with 
drink and throwing bottles, breaking 
furniture and smashing things gener
ally, immediately pitched upon him, 
beating and kicking him. ITis head 
was gashed in several places wi£h a 
cuspidor. Erysipelas set in as a result 
of the injuries and death resulted. 
Ipsey is under arrest. 

A recent dispatch from Boone says: 
The Spanish gun given by the navy 
department to the city of Boone, to be 
used for decorative purposes, has 
arrived. Contrary to general expecta
tions, it is not such a big gun. that is, 
it does not exceed over ten feet in 
length, but is bulky out of proportion 
to its length, as it weighs, according 
to the freight bills, about 15,000 pounds. 
It is an 8.5 cast iron, muzzle loading 
rifled howitzer from the Estalla bat
ter}' defenses of Santiago .*• Cuba. Jn 
presenting this gun the navy depart
ment says it is for decorative purposes 
only, and the department, disclaims 
any responsibility should it be fired off. 

Des Moines' request for one of the 
guns of the Spanish cruiser Marie 
Teresa has been granted, and one of j 
the two-inch guns from that vessel is 
ready for shipment west. The gun, 
which is of Spanish make, will be 
mounted in one of the public squares 
in Des Moines. It is of modern con
struction and behind it six Spanish 
sailors were killed by a shell fired from 
one of the American ships, when the 
Teresa attempted to escape from San
tiago harbor. The Teresa was raised 
by Hobson, but met disaster near Ber
muda while being towed to the states. 
The gun that Des Moines will receive 
was one saved from the wreck by the 
American ship Vulcan. 

Luther Davidson, who was on trial 
in the district court at Boone for shoot
ing Alfred Thelin at Fraser last sum
mer, withdrew his plea of not guilty 
and pleaded guilty to assault with in
tent to commit manslaughter. Judge 
Weaver sentenced him to four months 
in jail and a fine of $250. He has al
ready been confined five months. Dav
idson shot Thelin during the mining 
troubles last summer for calling him a 
scab. The wound was a dangerous 
one, and Thelin's life was despaired of 
for weeks, though he eventually re
covered. 

A head end collision on the Illinois 
Central a mile west of Manchester of 
two freight ffrains resulted in a big loss 
of rolling stock. The tram crews 
jumped and thus saved their lives. 
The cause was mistaking an order. 

Prof. L. A. Warwick, of the Garfield 
school, at Montezuma, who had occa
sion to chastise one of his scholars a 
few days ago, was arraigned before 
'Squire IJechley. The court rendered 
a decision in favor of Mr. Warwick. 

John Fisher, a Sioux City gambler, 
who was shot and instantly killed at 
El Reno, Oklahoma, a few days ago, 
after exchanging nine shots with Har
ry Dunbar, was a fugitive from justice 
in Sioux City, for whom the sheriff has 
been searching for the past six years. 
This is the first known of his where
abouts. His former home was at Fort 
Dodge and his brother has gone to 
bring the remains of the young man 
to his former home. Fisher had been 
convicted of robbery and was sen
tenced to serve two years in the pen
itentiary. The case was appealed but 
the lower court was affirmed, and then 
Fisher jumped his bond, which had 
been signed by his old mother 

Alfred B. Hughes, about 30 years of 
age, enronte from Burlington to Fre
mont, Neb., committed suicide at St. 
Bernard's hospital in Council Bluffs by 
shooting himself through the head a 
few minutes after he had been taken 
to the institution by Rev. Father 
Smytlie, pastor of St. Xavier's church. 
Hughes got off the train at Council 
Bluffs and appealed to the priest for 
protection. Father Smytlie took him 
in a carriage to the hospital, intending 
to turn the case over to the commis
sioners. The young man. while being 
conducted to the insane ward of the 
institution by one of the attendants, 
suddenly drew a revolver from his 
overcoat pocket, and before the at
tendant could interfere, sent a bnllet 
crashing through his brain. 

Another murder has been added tc 
Sioux City's already long list in the 
death of Tom Haas from knife wounds 
he received at the hands of Elsie Gard
ner, his former mistress. Haas and 
the Gardner woman became involved 
in a quarrel in a Third street resort 
while getting ready for a spaghetti 
supper. The woman was under the 
influence of liquor, which so added to 
her madness that she cut Haas vicious 
ly in the abdomen several times with a 
sharp butcher knife. llaas rushed 
from the house upon the street, where 
he called for help. He was discovered 
by a liackman and taken to a hospital, 
where he kept growing weaker until 
bis death. The Gardner woman was 
arrested several hours later. She says 
she will kill herself if she gets a 
chance. 

A dispatch from Des Moines says: A 
body blow was aimed at the building 
and loan associations of Iowa in the 
introduction by Senator llealy of a 
measure proposing to regulate the bus
iness of these corporations. The bill 
is the outgrowth of the existing senti
ment that the biiilding and loan busi
ness has much in its methods savoring 
of injustice and bordering on robbery, 
and is aimed primarily at the alleged 
root of the whole evil, the method ol 
making fixed charges to defray the 
expenses of these corporations. It pro
vides that the expenses of the buildine 
and loan associations must be paid out 
of the earnings of the association, strik
ing out the provision that fixed charges 
may be made. The second object ol 
the bill is to remove the temptation 
for keeping a large number of high 
salaried men on tl^e pay rolls of these 
associations, by providing that no asso
ciation shall have more than two sal
aried officers, neither of which shall 
draw more than $3,200 annually. 

Judge A. R. Dewey, of the Jasper 
county district court has just given an 
important decision on section 1374 ol 
the code, being the new section relating 
to back taxes. Suit was begun against 
several parties at Newton by the Iowa 
Tax Investigating Company. The de
fendants filed demurrers, claiming 
that the law was unconstitutional and 
not retroactive. Counsel on both sides 
submitted exhaustive arguments and 
the demurrers were overruled by 
Judge Dewey, who declares the 
law to be both constitutional and 
retroactive. Under this decision, 
which is the first to be made on the 
points involved, taxes may be collected 
for five years prior to the demand by 
the county treasurer. Many thousands 
of dollars will thus be saved to the 
state, as the system has been adopted 
by many counties throughout the state, 
the Iowa Tax Investigating Company 
having contracts with a number of 
counties. 

In the district court of Polk county 
the jury in the case of the state vs. 
Thos. Ilargis, et al., returned a ver
dict of assault with intent to commit 
murder. 

The industrial building of the Iowa 
hospital for the insane, at Mt. Pleas
ant, was totally destroyed, together 
with its -contents, a few nights ago. 
The building had no connection with 
the wards. The loss will reach into 
the thousands, but further loss was 
prevented by the fire department and 
hundreds of citizens. The origin of 
the fire is unknown. 

home was apparently in the dark as to 
the exact conditions in South Africa; 
secondly, as a man and citizen of the 
United States, I could not remain in 
Pretoria, sacrificing my own self-re
spect and that of the people of Pretoria, 
while the government at home contin-
xied to leave me in the position of a 
British consul and not an American 
consul. 1 want to say right here that 
there was not a single request made of 
me through the department of state 
looking to the care of British interests 
in Pretoria which I did not fulfill and 
report upon according to my orders. 
On the other hand, American interests 
in South Africa were in a condition 
which demanded that the department 
of state should be cognizant of them. 

"I issued the statement received 
from the state department that 
Americans must remain neutral. In 
the face of this Americans were con
tinually going to the front and taking 
up arms in the cause of the Boers. I 
could not help but know that many 
of these were eitizens of the United 
States. 1 also know that many of 
them, in titter despair at the apparent 
attitude of our own government were 
taking tire oath of allegiance to the 
Transvaal republic. When affairs had 
reached that stage that my vice consul, 
Mr. Van Ameringen, closed up his bus
iness, took the oath of allegiance to 
the republic and went to the front as 
a burgher, I thought the time had 
come when I should make a report of 
these conditions. 

lie goes 'on to explain that his mail 
was opened by the British authorities. 
He therefore asked leave of absence 
and came to Washington to report the 
conditions, but was surprised upon his 
arrival to lcara that he was no longer 
in the cosular service and that the de
partment of state expected no report 
from him. 

SENATORS DON'T LIKE IT. 

Why the Hny-Paunccfote Treaty I» Like-
ly to lie Amended. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10.—Unless the 
desired fortification clause is incor
porated in the Nicaragua canal treaty 
with Great Britain the pact is likely 
to lie pigeon-hglcd by the Unitec 
States senate. Such action was fore
shadowed in the republican senatorial 
caucus, a tacit agreement being reached 
to sidetrack it for other measures ii 
the amendment demanded is not made. 
Without such amendment the treaty 
seems doomed either to death by in
anition or to outright defeat. The 
former seems the more probable course, 
as the friends of the treaty do not dare 
push it to a vote and the oppofients 
are well satisfied with action tanta
mount to laying it on the table. It 
can therefore be predicted with reas
onable safety that the favorite sena
torial custom of killing an objection
able measure by crowding it out with 
other measures is again to be resorted 
to. Failure to act on the treaty is 
likely to be accompanied by lack of 
legislation during the present ses
sion of congress for the construction 
of the canal itself. Pending the defi
nite settlement of the diplomatic 
questions involved the friends of the 
project are not desirous of pushing it 
at a time when their success may put 
the United States to a maximum of 
expense for a minimum of profit. For 
these reasons the opinion is gaining 
ground that no action will be taken 
on either the treaty or the canal itself 
until next winter. 

AMERICAN GARRISON ATTACKED. 

AIL Insurgent Force of 5,000 Gave llattlc 
at Darago, Province of Albay. 

MANILA, Feb. 16.—An insurgent 
force numbering 5,000, mostly bolo-
men, attacked the American garrison 
at Daragoa, in the province of Albay, 
during the night of February 5. They 
were repulsed, however, after tlie'y 
had burned much of the town. One 
lieutenant wounded was the only loss 
sustained by the Americans. 

War Denounced as a Crime. 
LONDON, Feb. 10.—Supporters of the 

liberal party to the number of 300 or 
400 held a private meeting at the 
Westminster Palace hotel to protest 
against the government's war policy. 
The resolutions adopted declared the 
war a "crime and a blunder," commit
ted at the instigation of irresponsible 
capitalists; demanded the publication 
of the full correspondence regarding 
the Jameson raid; protested against 
the increasing armaments; reaffirmed 
the liberals' gratitude to Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, John ilorley 
and James Bryce, and decided to open 
a permanent fund to carry on a vigor
ous political propaganda for the prin
ciples thus enunciated. 

Boiler Reports From Chlevely. 
LONDON, Feb. 14.—General Bullet 

has reported a list of casualties and his 
list is dated Chievely. This is taken 
to indicate that he has retired to that 
point. The report follows: "The 
revised list of British casualties at 
Potgieter's Drift, February 5 to Feb
ruary 7: Killed, 26; wounded, 319; 
missing, 5." 

Zulus and Basutos. 

LONDON, Feb. 16.—Mr. Chamberlain's 
announcement in the house of com
mons of the intention of the govern
ment to encourage the Zulus to defend 
themselves from the Boers is a contin
gency the Boers seem to have antici
pated, as they have been doing every
thing in their power to win the good 
will of the Basutos, who have thous
ands of good rifles. The Boers gave 
2000 Basutos a safe conduct. If the 
British let loose one tribe the Boers 
will probably let loose another. 
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THK I.KGISL.ATURB. 

SENATE. 
Des Moines, Feb. 9.-After a lengthy discus

sion of Emmert's bill fur the suppression of 
tuberculosis, it was laid over till lucsdaj. Jlf -
teen bills were introduced. One by iteiily pro
vides for a deputy attorney ceuenil at Sv.,000 a 
year; another by Penrose fixes the snlnr.esi of 
county recorders at $1.500; another by Htaly 
settles the ownership of lakes that dried tip and 
of the abandoned courses of rivers by nxlng 
title in counties where land is located. 

HOUSE. , 
The house passed three bills. One. bv Payne 

provides that before the board of review adds to 
the taxable value of the property of any county, 
notice shall be served on the county auditor, 
stating clearly the nature and amount or the 
proposed increase, and shall tlx a date and place 
for hearing. One by Wilson of Hurna \ ist.a re
lates to fees to be paid by corporations for tiling 
articles of incorporation with the secretary or 
state. The bill Axes the Hling fe<> at $.•> where 
the capital stock is less than $10.0 )0, and an ad
ditional fee of $1 per thousand in excess of 810,-
000, but in no case shall the fee lie more than 
(2,000. One bv Dows repeals the provision of 
the code which compels home insurance com
panies to pay a tax of 1 per cent on tlieir pre
mium receipts to the state. The supreme court 
has held that this law is unconstitutional. 
Among bills introduced was one by Buchanan 
creating a department of state to supervise 
building and loau associations. At an after
noon session Hilsinger's bill preventing tlie 
spearing and seining of tish in the Mississippi, 
Missouri, Big Sioux and pes Moines rivers 
Sassed, as did also the bill providing for a 

cense of 810 for non-resident hunters. 
SENATE. 

Des Moines. Feb. 10.—The question of substi
tuting the benetit system of tuxing improve-
ments to abutting property, for the front foot 
rate, was discussed, but finally the bill was 
made a special arder for Wednesday. Hill for a 
tax of one-tenth of a mill for the agricultural 
college was favorably reported. Among bills 
introduced was one bv llealy to regulate build
ing and loan associatioas. 

SENATE. 
Des Moines. Feb. ii - The features of the ses

sion were the passage of the bill by Fitchpat-
rick granting a one-t nth of a mill building tax 
for the State Agricultural College at Ames, ana 
the introduction of a bill by Finch to regulate 
the sale of intoxicating liquors to minois and 
inebriates. The bill increases the crime attach
ing to this violation by providing that the same 
penalties shall attach to the sale of liquor to 
these classes of persons as to violators of the 
mulct law. Garst. by request. introduced a bill 
asking for $60,000 for the li•,cation and erection 
of monuments in honor of Iowa troops on the 
battlefield of Shiloh. None of these monuments 
is to cost to exceed $4,000 except the one repre
senting the state, which may cost $15,000. 

HOUSE. 
The following bills were passed: Providing 

that sidewalk taxes shall bo collected as other 
taxes; correcting code in relation to licensing 
peddlars; providing for the appointment of 
bublic examiners, defining their duties and lix-
ng their compensation and providing toe a uni

form system of keeping the books of county 
treasurers. Among bills introduced were the 
following: Creating a plumbing board in cities; 
requiring judges of supreme courts to live in 
Des Moines and allowing $1,500 a year for ex
penses; providing for sale of meandered lakes 
and providing for the manner thereof; permit
ting the dairy commissioner to appoint a dep
uty and three assistants. 

SKNATE. 
Des Moines, Feb. is—Senate concurred in 

house resolution for final adjournment March 1. 
Harriman filed a motion for reconsideration. 
Senate adopted and house concurred in resolu
tion for adjournment at 11:30 Wednesday to per
mit members to pay respects to ex-liovcrnor 
Larrabee, retiring member of the board of con
trol, before his departure for Europe. Hubbard 
introduced a bill to legalize all sales of liquors 
under void mulct petitions prior to supreme 
court decision. Hazleton's bill defining powers 
of mayors was passed, as was also Ball's bill re
lating to duties of administrators, guardians, 
trustees, and referees depositing funds with the 
clerk of the district court. 

HOUSE. 
After a prolonged discussion the Prentiss 

bill to provide that all superintendents of hos
pitals for the insane do not be appointed from 
the same school of medicine was defeated by a 
vote of 37 to 53. Eiker's bill for the exemption 
of personal earnings to the amount cf but *8 per 
week was referred to the judiciary committee. 
The till by Bennett to require live statements 
to be made annually to the auditor by state 
savings banks instead of four passed. Its pur
pose is to make the requirements for state and 
national banks uniform. Among bills intro
duced were the following: By McCurdy. to pro
vide for the surveying and patenting of swamp 
lands recovered from drainage of meandering 
lakes: by Clark, to give supervisors right to 
select olic paper printed in a foreign language 
for publication (if proceedings; by Clark, pro 
viding that when outside help is employed in 
collecting delinquent taxes, all money collrcted 
must be paid into the county fund; by Conley, 
providing bounty for foxes. 

SENATE. 
Des Moines, Feb. U.-Ha/Jeton's bill to give 

town councils power to compel property owners 
to lav sidewalks of brick, stone, or cement was 
considered, but no action taken. 

HOUSE. 
As a result of the warmest and longest debate 

In the house this session the Kiker bill to ex
empt but $8 of a man's weekly earnings was re
ferred to the committee cm ways and means. 
Among bills introduced were the following: By 
Blake, for encouragement of beet sugar indus
try; by Shnmhougli. giving any one the rihgt- to 
Icill a do-' that comes on his premises and dis
turbs his stock; bv Wise, providing that the 
bureau of laaor include a bureau of labor 
statistics. 

SENATE. 
Des Moines, Feb. 15.-After another lengthy 

discussion the senate this morning passed the 
Hazleton sidewalk bill by a vote of Hit to K. 
The Kmmert bill for the suppression of tuber
culosis by requiring tlie inspection of all im
ported breeding and dairy cattle, was under 
discussion by the senate again, but had not 
reached a vote at the time of adjournment. 
Among the bills introduced weie these: Appro
priating tl.oou for continuiiir the education of 
Linnie Haguewood: establishing a reformatory 
for women at Aniimosa: appropriating i~\0(Ki to 
complete the classification of books at the 
state library. At an afternoon session the bill 
was laid on the table by a vote of -0 to ;'0. 

HOUSE. 
The normal school bill came up and was con

sidered at length. An amendment by Byers, 
reducing the number of schools from three to 
one, was adopted. Warren of Marion intro
duced a substitution bill to locate the school at 
Knoxville and use the building now occupied 
by the institution for the adult blind. The bill 
was then referred back to the committee. Bus
iness was suspended for a few minutes while 
the house listened to an address by Secretary 
of Agriculture Wilson, which was happily re
ceived. f 

Russia's Assurance Not Valuable. 
LONDON, Fe\>. 16.—The St. Peters

burg1 correspondent of the Times, re
marking1 that "it will not do to place 
over-much reliance upon . Russia's 
official assurances that nothing1 will be. 
done to embarrass England in the pres
ent situation of affairs." gives addi
tional details showing that the delays 
to ordinary traffic on the Central Asian 
railway are not caused, as has been of
ficially reported, by snowfalls, but are 
due to the passage of Russian troops, 
estimated at 20.000, who are being con
centrated in the vicinity of Kushk. 
The correspondent adds that ''"most 
Russians are convinced that Russia in
tends, sooner or later, to take Herat." 

TAYLOR CAUSES A CKISIS. 

DES MOINKS, Feb. 15. 1000. 
At a meeting of the ways and mean* 

committee of the senate it was decided 
to recommend for passage the bill in
troduced by Senator Fitzpatriok pro
viding for a levy of one-tenth of a mill ̂  
tax for five years for a building fund 
for tlie State Agricultural College. The 
favorable report was agreed upon 
with the understanding that the col
lege will not ask a direct appropriation 
for building. It has asked for $150,000 
for buildings, but if the tax is voted 
this may be withdrawn, or part of it at 
least. The same rule applies to the 
State University. The friends of the 
Agricultural College are very much 
pleased with the action of the commit
tee. The ways and means committee 
of the house looks with favor, also, up
on this propositipn and upon that of 
the State University, so that there now 
seems little donftt of the action of the 
legislature with respect to these two 
great institutions. 

A movement is said to be on foot to 
secure a pardon for Delilah Fails, an 
inmate of the penitentiary at Anamosa, 
serving a twentv-year sentence for the 
murder of Jacob Kern in 1897. Kern, 
it is claimed, was a villain of the deep
est dye and had succeeded in gaining 
an intimacy with Miss Fails. Even 
the man's own son, a young man of 17 
years at that time, out of sympathy 
for the unfortunate girl, entered into 
a conspiracy with her to put his father 
out of the way, and on August .'.'3,1S97, 
they waylaid him in what is known as 
tlie "Uig Woods," southeastof VVaverly, 
Itremer county, and shot liim. At the 
time of the murder the son was 17 and 
the girl 21 years old. The trial was 

' held in Waverly and Decembers, 1897, 
Miss Fails pleaded guilty to murder in 
the second degree and was sentenced 
to twenty years in the penitentiary, 
and young Kern for twelve years. 
Col. W. H. McClure is conducting the 
movement for the release of Miss Fails, 
and it is said a petition for her pardon 
has been liberally signed by prominent 
people, both in Black llawk and 
Bremer counties. 

An effort willj be made soon, it is 
said, to secure a pardon for the man 
named Woods, who was convicted of 
complicity in the dynamite outrage at 
Muscatine a few years apo in which 
an effort was made to wreck the homes 
of John Mahin and E. M. Kessenger. 

The State Agricultural Society is in 
receipt of two or three proposals to put 
on a Mexican bull fight during the 
state fair. 

'ill 
all 

On the morning of the 14th both 
houses of the legislature adjourned 
and repaired in a body to tlie board of 
control rooms in the basement of the 
capitol building, where they waited 
upon ex-Governor Larrabee and told 
him good bye before he retired from 
public life in Iowa and started on his 
trip to Europe. The visit of the leg' 
lators was brief. Lieutenant-Gover* 
Milliman on their behalf bade 'jov^L 
Larrabee God-speed as lie retired fWto 
"twenty-five years of active service in 
public life in Iowa," and to this Gov
ernor Larrabee responded briefly. He 
was so overcome by the demonstration 
on the part of the general assembly 
that he could scarcely speak. lie 
thanked them for the evidences of their 
good will and friendship, saying that 
as a public servant he had tried to fio 
his duty, with little regard for his own 
comfort and convenience. lie spoke 
particularly of the manner in which 

' his labors on the board of control had 
i been lightened by the willing co-oper-
i ation of his colleagues. After the 
| speech-making the visit terminated in-
' formally by a general handshaking 
! with the govex-nor, who left the city 
that evening and sails for Europe in a 
short time with a family party. 

The house committee on printing 
recommended for passage the bill by 
Clarke, of Dallas,, to abolish the office 
of state printer and birder. Not long 
ago the committee determined to put 
the bill over for two weeks, but this 
delay was not liked by its friends. 
The author of the measure appeared 
before the committee and urged final 
action upon it, inasmuch as he de
sired to introduce another if this was 
not acted upon. Some of the friends 
of the present system objected to re
porting the hill before the investiga
tion as to the current rates of printing 
and binding; but this objection dia 
not appeal to the majority of the com
mittee. 

President Beardshear and the trus
tees of the Iowa College of Agriculture 
are encouraged over their efforts to 
loan the endowment fund of the col
lege. since the bill has passed allowing 
the loaning thereof at a discretionary 
rate, instead of six per cent. There is 
over 8200,000 to be loaned and applica
tions for $50,000 have already come in. 
It is expected the entire fund can bs 
loaned soon. The rates vary from 5 >'• 
to 5per cent. The total endowment " 
fund is about $650,000. 

The house has passed a bill repealing 
the law taxing Iowa insurance com
panies 1 per cent on their gross receipts. -
The supreme court recently held that,, 
the law making this tax in lieu of all • 
other taxes-is unconstitutional. The' ;; 
companies have been compelled to pay 
local taxes and the present law is be
lieved to be worthless. Some new 
plan for taxing insurance companies is ' 
likely to be adopted by this legislature. 
The bill as passed relieves mutual- or\~ 
assessment life insurance companies of; 

all taxes, amounting to something over^.. 
£50,000 a year. -'f 

KIMBGKLI IN BAD SIIAPB, ^ 

LONDON, Ky., Feb. 10'.—The tension 
under which the legislature has been 
laboring, especially during the past 
week, reached a crisis last night when 
the following message from Governor 
Taylor was received by a member: 

"Have warrants issued for members 
of the house and put in the hands of 
the sergeant-at-arms to serve." 

Warrants were made out last night 
and placed in the hands of Sergeants-
at-arms Cecil and Howard, who left on 
a train for the north. 

v>»'•,»?> 

LONDON. Feb. 13.—Startling intelli
gence comes from Kiinberly iq.th*. 
Cape newspapers just received by mail-',.'-' 
in London. It appears that sines N 
J anuary 8 the rations at Kimberlj • 4 
have been for the most part horseflesh, p|| 
so repugnant to women and children 
that many refuse to eat it. It also ap- £ ̂  
pears that the death rate has beenY*^ 
heavy and that the privations of theH'H 
garrison have been increasing steadily.'^ 
The unexpected strength and activity^ * " 
of the Boers at Rensburg, where they^;;^ 
are rather pressing the British than", ^ ' 
being pressed bv them, causes anfiiety.^';^ 

! L ^ 
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