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‘ 80 often reflected in their faces. ,

Boxing bouts which ‘have been held
fn the basement of the South Division
High school, Chicago, under the su:-
pervision of Principal Smith, bave
found favor in the eyes of the Board
of Education authorities. Superin-
tendent Andrews not only indorses the
exorcise, but says that he beiieves
that boxing is the best sport in whick
the students can partake.

{ Who are the ten greatest men In
the nineteenth century? This is &
gavorite conundrum just now across
the water, but we have seen only one
attempt to solve it in print. It is by
a Dublin, Ireland, editor, and names
Lincoln, statesman; Napoleon, sol-
gler; Darwin, scientist; Thackeray,
povelist; Pasteur, medicine; Froebel,
educator; Beethoven, musician; and
Morse and Stephenson, first masters
of electricity and ste:m.

Consular reform \13 brought per-
ceptibly nearer than It ever was before
by the action of congressional com-
mittees. Both in the Senate and in the
House of Representatives a favorable
report has been made upon bills deal-
fng with the organization of the con-
sular service. The bills differ in de-
tails, but are one in purpose. They
aim to make the foreign service of the
United States something llke a pro-
fession, for which men may fit them-
selves with a reasonable assurance of
finding employment, and from which,
when their fitness has been proved,
they may not be dislodged by political
caprice or the restless ambition of
some one who wants a place,

In Europe there are many Yyoung
men whom fate has destined to be
the rich men of the next century. For
a long time it was supposed that Lord
Belgrave, who inherited the wealth of
the Duke of Westminster, would head
the list, but since the duke’s death it
s reported that his fortune has been
greatly overestimated. At present
this young man is but 20 years of age,
but it will not be many years before
he will become one of the richest men
fn the world, according to accepted
belief In England. At the same time
he has succeeded to every rank in the
British peerage from 'baron to duke,
as well as to three of the finest estates
fn the united kingdom, and a racing
stable that cannot be surpassed.

A recent review of the progress of
the University of Illinois reveals the
fact that there are six different col-
feges and four schools united under
one head. These are the College of
Agriculture,. College of Literature and
Arts, College of Science, College of
Engineering, College of Law, College
of Medicine, the School of Library
Science, School of Pharmacy, School of
Music and the Preparatory School. The
tollowing official figures indicate the
cemarkable growth of the imstitution
fn number of students, during the last
thirteen years: 1887-88, 377; 1888-89,
429; 1889-90, 469; 1890-91, 610; 1891-82,
$83; 1893-94, 714; 1894-95, 810; 1895-96,
§55; 1896-97, 1,075; 1897-98, 1,685; 1898-
09, 1,824; 1899-00, 2,250,

There is a general desire for a de-
clsion by the Supreme Court of the
United States to determine the ques-
tion whether the new island posses-
sions are a part of the United States,
ior its property. It was thought that
@& suit brought by a New York firm of
importers to recover duties paid om
Puerto Rican goods might furnish a
basis for the desired interpretation;
but this suit has been halted by the
refusal of the lower court to grant the
fnjunction which was applied. for. A
case has now arisen at San Francisco,
occasioned by the collection of ton-
nage dues on vessels from Hawali, in
the same manner as from foreign
countries, which may afford an oppor-
tunity for the settlement of the broad
eonstitutional question.

The free town library, one of the
best educational gifts to the nineteenth
eentury to the world, bids fair ta
the twentieth century to become still
more than it is now a stimulant to
fntellectual progress. Collections of
books for the scholar and the rich
there have been from the earliest
times; but a library belonging to the
whole community, rich and poor,
learned and ignorant, labozer and pro-
fessional man, is purely a product of
the last half century. Fifty years
‘ago there were about a score in Mas-
sachusetts, Today all but seven of
‘her 350 towns have a free library, In
'the whole country there are not 1
‘than 10,000 such libraries. But "a
‘mere collection of books, without a
gaithful librarian, however valuable,
.is like an undeveloped mine, practic-
ially of no tise. The town librarian is,
'31ke the library itself, a product of the
elosing century, and bas become a new
intellectual leader in the community,

To the dwellers In northern latl-

_tudes the coming of spring is like a

release from prison. Barriers bullt
by snow and ice are leveled, and doors
sealed by the frost swing open. To
all, doubtless, the season brings a
fesling of emancipation; it is perhaps
to the bleyclist that it speaks most di-
rectly of “fresh woods and pastures
mew.” One who watches the wheel-
men taking advantage of the first good
weather and dry roads can hardly fail
to notice the look of new-found liberty

-

1 PEOPLE'S PARTY.
Coavention 8t Des Mothes te Selest
: National Delegates.

Dxs Moings, April 25.—The people's
party of lowa held a state convention
in Observatory hall yesterday to.select
delegates to the national convention,
which is to be held at Cincinnati May
9. L. H. Weller, of Nashua, was
chairman, and A. W. Ricker, of Lone
Tree, secretary of the convention. As
members of the national committee
from Iowa, the convention elected L.
H. Weller, A. W.. Ricker and L. M,
Morris. Delegates were selected as
follows: L. H. Weller, Nashua; Chas.
A. Lloyd, Muscatine; A. W. Ricker,
Iowa City; J. O. Beebe, Burlington; F,
A. J. Gray, Wilton; S. W. Coomber,
Cedar Falls: Orville Potter, Fredericks-
burg; C. Wirth, Van Horn; J. R. Nor-
man, Albia; S. E, Tucker, Albia; T. G.
Wheeler, Des Moines; Andrew Macom-
ber, Ord; C. A. Wickes, Davis City; J.
F. Syp, Afton;  A. M. Hutchinson,
Council Bluffs; William Murray,
Wiota; M. E. Smith, Fort Dodge; A.
Norellus, Kiro; Fred Hunt, - Alta, and
W. W, Smith, Hartley. The conven-
tion adopted no platform except to re-
affirm the national platforms of 1892
and 1896, and to add .the following
resolutions:

“We deplore the condit{ons of war existing in
South Africa and the Philippines, whe_re Im?e-
rial governments are seeking to deprive the in-
habitants of their right to liberty and self-gov-
ernment, and desire to express our svmpathy

with the defenders of home and liberty every-
where, whether the race be brown or white.”

WRIGHT FOUND GUILTY.

Muscatine Man Must Suffer for Murder
of Mrs. Mary Crippen.

MUSCATINE, April 27.—The jury in
the case of George Wright returned a
verdict of gmity of murder in the-first
degree and fixed his sentence for life
in the penitentiary. This was Wright's
second trial. Last July Wright shot
and killed Mrs. Nellie Crippen, the
attractive young wife of a .planing
mill foreman, with whom he had
maintained secret relations for some
time. The crime was committed upon
the eve of the departure of the woman
and her husband for a new home in
another state, the fatal shot being
fited while the woman stood in the
doorway of her home in the presence/
of her husband and seven witnesses.
Wright has a family, His attorneys
pleaded insanity.

SUED FOR 850,000,

Standard Ol Company Defendant in a
Big Sult.

Des MoINES, April 27.—Attorney F.
S. Dunshee has filed in the .district
court a suit for $50,000 against the
Standard Oil Company for alleged
damages sustained by the Crystal Oil
Company, of Des Moines, in which the
plaintiff alleges that amount of dam-
ages was brought on by the destruc-
tion of the plaintiff's business. The
suit is entitled F. 8. Dunshee vs. the
Standard Oil Company, Milton Storer,
Jahn D. Stewart, Lee Edington. In
his petition, plaintiff states that the
Standard Oil Company is the most
wealthy, influential and potent cor-
poration in this country or elsewhere,
and possesses vast power and influence
in the city of Des Moines.

HE PREFERRED DEATH.

Stephen Triplett Cuts His Throat Rather
Than Go to Prison.

MARSHALLTOWN, April 25.—Rather
than go, to prison Stephen Triplett,
who had pleaded guilty to the crime
of incest, ¢ut his throat with a razor
in his cell in the county jail. Triplett
had been a resident of Melbourne, in
the southern part of the county. Seven
years ago he married Mrs. Cutler, of
Kansas, and at various times during
the past five years had committed in-
cest with his stepdaughter, Myrtle
Cutler, who is now only 17 years old.
He pleaded guilty in the district court
and was to have been sentenced in a
few days. i

Rock Island Rushes Work.

Des MoiNes, April 26.—Two hundred
and fifty teams and 600 men are at
work grading the Rock Island exten-
sion from Gowrie to Sibley. Work
trains are engaged in hauling gravel
{rom the pits at Grand Junction and
ballasting the roadbed as fast as it is
built, the expectation being that when
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, -Aftel A1l
of seversl months, Hon. Matt
(Parrott, ex-lieutensnt governdr: 'of
Tows, dled at 10:50" o'elock "Satutday
night at the sanitarium in . Battle
‘Creek, Mich., of Bright's disease. Mr.
Parrott was an old-time resifient of
Waterloo, where his infloence has
been wide-felt. as a newspaper man
and a progressive, public-spirited citi-
zen, He was’a man of the people, of
unblemished character, genial, kind-
hearted and ready to lend ‘a hand to
every good cause. Hé had long been
a main-stay of the Episcopal church of
Waterloo. While ‘Mr. Parrott had
been prominently in politics for years,
he was first of all a newspaper man,
understanding every departmenv of
the business, and training his sons to
take up the work and carry it forward
in his absence. A wife, who has been
a companion and helper in every sense
of the word, survives, also three sons,
to all of 'whom Mr.: Parrott was most
devoted. .

[Matt Parrott was born in Schoharie
county, New York,'May 11, 1837. At
thirteen years of age he left school
and entered a printer’s office to learn
the trade.: lle went to Tyoy in 1857
and in a couple of years drifted 'west
and worked in newspaper offices in
Chiecago, Burlington and Davenport.
In 1869 he associated himself with J.
Smart in publishing the Iowa State
Reporter of Waterloo, the paper he
owned with his sans at the time of his
death. He held the office of state
binder from 1879 to 1885. At the ex-
piration of that time he was elected
state senator from Blackhawk and
Grundg countics. In 1895 he was
elected lieutenant governor with Gov.
F. M. Drake.]

MATT PARROTT'S FUNERAL.

Services Held In the Episcopal Church
at Waterloo.

WATERLOO, April 26.—The funeral
services of Former Lieut. Governor
Matt Parrott were held av the Episco-
pal church yesterday afternoon. Prom-
inent men from all parts of the state
were in attendance. During the fore-
noon the body was viewed at the home
of the deceased by hundreds of friends.
The services were beautiful in the ex-
treme. The procession was led by the
Knights Templar in full regalia. The
pastor, Rev. Maderia, spoke without
manuscript and paid a glowing tribute
to the deceased who had for many
vears been an officer in his church.

HULL WINS IN STORY.

Defeats Payne for the Congressional
Nominatlion.

NEVADA, April 23.—The Story coun-
ty primaries, held in accordance with
the primary system in vogue in Story
county, resulted in' a decidedevictory
for Captain J. A. T. Hull for congress.
The total vote on congressman is as
follows: J. A. T. Hull, 979; W. O.
Payne, 561. The overwhelming vie-
victory of Captain Hull in Story county
is conceded to assure his nomination
without further contest.

Des Moines Saloons Defeated.

Des MoiNes, April 26.—Judge Bishop
overruled the demurrer in the case of
A. K. Campbell vs. the Polk county
board of supervisors. The court held
that inasmuch as the official notice
was not published ten clear days
previous to the date of the regular
meeting of the board it was not acting
within its jorisdiction. The proceed-
ings in certiorari will now be heard.

New Rallroad in Towa.

Des MoiNes, April 26.—The secre-
tary of the executive council has on
file figures showing an iocrease of
843.678 miles of railroad in the state

during the past vear. This makes a
total of 9,361 miles.

BREVITIES.
A verdict of §1,000 has been awarded
Wm, H. Baily in his suit against the

Des Moines street car company. He
sued for §25.000.
The Ottumwa Courier recently

published a letter announcing the
withdrawal of Hon. G. L. Waterman
from the congressicnal race in the
Sixth district on account of new busi-
ness plans which will take him outside
of the state most of the time.

Sioux City dispatch: A 8500 fine is
probably all Ernest Meyer will have
to pay for murdering his brother-in-

law, Chris Baper. on the night of
March 10. The jury returned a verdict

the line is completed it will be in con-
dition to accommodate traffic as heavy |
as that on the main line of the Fort !
Dodge division. The gravel is being |
spread twelve and fifteen inches in |
depth, and the track laid with 75-pound |
steel placed on oak ties. )
Whirled to Death. |
Oto, April 27.—While playing around |
the mill, George Henry's four-vear-old |
girl was caughtin a wheel shaft and |
killed almost instantly. The shaft
makes about 200 revolutions a minnte
and she was beaten to death on the
ground before the machinery could be

stopped.
Drowned In a Tub of Water.
Sroux Ciry, April 27.—The 1-year-old
son of William Metcalf, Hedges sta- |
tion, Morningside, fell into a tub of |
water and was drowned.
Frances Shebeck Ends Life.
WASHINGTON, April 22.—Frances
Shebeck, who lived with her sister,
Mrs. 8. P. Ramsey, four miles west of
Washington, took four ounces of car-
bolic acid. When her sister discover-
ed her lying on the bed, she asked
what she had done and the girl replied
that she had taken carbolic aeid and
wanted to die. A physician was sum-
moned, but nothing could be done to
save her life and she died. She was
a Bohemian girl about 18 years of age.

Nocause is known why the girl shonld
commit such a deed,

| death of Downs.

finding him guilty of assault with in-
tent to commit great bodily injury for
which the.maximum penalty is $500
fine or one year in jail.

Des Moines dispateh: H. B. Knowl-
ton. administrator of the estate of the
late Charles Downs, killed by an elec-
tric wire belonging to the defendant,
has begun action against the Des
Moines Edison Electric Light company
demanding damages to the amount of
§25.000 alleged to be due him for the
Plaintiff claims in
petition that Downs’'s death was due
to the negligence of the defendant.
While in the employ of the Mutual
Telephone company aslhineman, Downs
came in contact with a live, uninsula-
ted wire belonging to the Edison
company. He receivg_d 1,000 bolts of
electricity. from the effect of whith he
instantly died. »

Centerville, the county' seat of Ap-
panocose county, was visited a few days
ago by a $40.000 fire which for a
time threatened to consume the entire
business portion of the city. The fire
originated in an implement house on
the south side of the square, but in
‘what manner is unknown.. The most
of the buildings destroyed were old
structures, else the loss would have
been much greater. The facilities for,
coping with the flames were inade-
quate and the fire spread to the yards:
of the JL.ewis Lumber Company. which’
were also damaged to the extent of
several thousand dollars.

miles of territory burned over; more
thau 3,200 dwellings, factories, mills,
stores and other buildings destroyed,
entailing s 1088 estimated to reach
$20,000,000, and between 12,000 and 15,-
000 men, women and children home-
less, is & summing up 'of the havoe
wrought by the fire which' has been
raging at Hull and in Ottawa since 11
o'clock yesterday morning and at mid-
night was practically under control.
Most of the lumber piles in Ottawa
and Hull have disappeared and are
now heaps of charred wood and ashes.
Half a dozen churches and schools, a
number of mills, the Hull waterworks,
Hull court house and jail, postoflice,
the convent, almost every business
place and abount 1,000 dwellings and
shops in Hull have been destroyed.
Indeed, practically nothing of Hull is
left but & church and a few houses
beyond it. The tire almost devastated
the little settlement of St. Mary's vil-
lage. The flames spread along the
Richmond road. burning Martin &
Warner's flour mill and extending al-
most to Skead’s mill, some three miles
beyond the city limits. At this time, 5
o’clock, there was almost a continuous
line of fire from its starting place at
Chaudiere street, Hull, to the St. Louis
dam, and the experimental farn in one
direction and through and beyond
Hintonburg in another, & distance of
nearly seven miles. In some places
the fire was more than half a mile
deep. 3

NET FAILED TO WORK.,

Boers Leave Wepener and Escape to the
North.

LONDON, April 26.—It is now appar-
ent that the chances of Lord Roberts
catching the retreating Boers in a net
are very slender. The Boers have
everywhere retired at the first pressure
of the British advance, and the hope
that Gen. Rundle would be able to"in-
duce them to remain at DeWet's Dorp
until they had been forced to fight or
to surrender has been disappointing.
No attempt was made to pursue the
commando and others retiring from
Wepener. . ;

LoNpoN, April 26.—The .war office
has issued ‘the following from Lord
Roberts, dated Bloemfontein, April 25,
3:25 p. m.: !

*‘The enemy retired from the front

| of Wepener last night and this morn-

ing fled northeasterly along the Lady-
brand road. Their number was be-
tween four and five thousand.”

DE WET'S DORP OCCUPIED.

General Chermside Takes FPossession
Without Opposition.

LoNpoN, April 26.—The war office
has received the following from Lord
Roberts:

‘“BLOEMFONTEIN, April - 25.—Pole-
Carew's division reported at Roodekop
yesterday evening without casualties.
Its advance was covered by cavalry
and horse artillery, which drove back
the enemy with heavy loss, their dead
being left on the ground. The mount-
ed troops halted for the night at Groot-
fontein and at 7:30 this morning were
crossing Modder river at Valsbank in
accordance with my instructions to
French to place himself astride the
enemy's lines of retreat. French’s ar-
rival near Modder evidently, however,
alarmed the Boers, who evacuated
their strong position near DelWet's
Dorp during the night and it was oc-
cupied by Chermside’s division this
morning.. Mounted infantry drove the
enemy off the kopjes in the neighbor-
hood of the water works without cas-
valties on our side.”

BRITISH SUFFER DEFEAT.

Builetins From Pretoria Give Boers the
Best of It.

PreToRIA, April 25.—An official bul-
letin issued here savs:

“*The federals continue fightiug at
Wepener and have captured a herd of
Brabant’'s cattle and horses. Dewett's
losses at Dewet’s Dorp were one killed
and six wounded.
were captured. The British appear to
be retiring beyond Dewet’s Dorp.
Cronje reports that with a strong com-
mando he has attacked the RBritish
portheast of Boshof. A heavyengage-
ment followed and the British were
driven from kopje to kopje. The fed-
erals displayed great courage and reso-
lution and chased thc enemy in the di-
rection of Boshof. Only two burghers
were wounded. The British lost three
killed and Jeft three wounded. Eight
prisoners are in the hands of the
burghers.”

Boycott on Chicago’s Dewey Day.” B
Cuicaco, April 27.—The long-talked-
of boycott of the Dewey celebration
by organized labor has taken form.
The executive committee of district 8
of the International Association  of
Machinists 1ssued an edict declaring
the promoters of the celebration an-
tagonistic to union labor and ordering
members of the unions to take no part
in it becanse the grand stands are be-
ing built by non-union labor.
Succeeds Roberta.
WasmiNGgroN, April 26.—William 1.
King, who served in the Fifty-fifth
congress from Utah, has been sworn in
asa representative of that state to sue-
ceed Brigham H. Roberts. *

THE TURK AGREES TO PAY,

“Under Same Conditions as in the Case ot
Other Foreign Subjects.”

CONSTANTINOPLE, April 24, —The
porte has replied to the American de-
mands stating that Turkey will com-
pensate the American missionaries
under the same conditions as in the
case of other foreign subjects. * There
is the greatest interest in politicAl eir-
cles regarding the attitude of the
United States in the indemnity claim,
and it is believed that the powers hav-
ing similar claims will support the
American action.

 WABHINGTON,

Twenty British |
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April 27.—Secretary of
War Root sent to the senate his reply

i

'to the resolution of April 21, as to

whether officers of the United States
Army in Cuba or Porto Rico have re-
ceived any compensation for their ser-
vides there other than the compensa-
tion to which they were entitled by
law to receive as salary ‘and allow-
ances; and if so asking the names and
rank of.the officers and the amounts
received by them. I'he reply in part
follows:

Pursuant to the orders of the secre-
tary of war, dated respectively March
1, 1809, April 19, 1809, and May 9, 1899,
copies of which are annexed hereto,
allowances have been paid four officers
of the army who have been required to
livé in the city of Havana and to per-
form important civil functions in con-
nection with the administration of the

overnment of Cuba, as follows:

To the military governor of Cuba, at
the rate of $8,500 per year.

To the military governor of Havana,
at the rate of $5,000 per year.

To the collector of customs for the
island of Cuba, at the rate of 81,800 per

ear.

To the treasurer of the island of
Cuba, at the rate of $1,800 per year.

These payments werein addition to
the salary and allowances which the
said officers were entitled to as such to
receive out of the treasury of the
United States. I am not aware of any
other payments of the character des-
cribed in the resolution to any officers
in Cuba. I annex hereto a Teport re-
ceived some months since from the,
héadquarters, division of Cuba, show-
ing that none other have been made.
The payments have been made month-
ly from the dates stated in said orders
until the present time.

No allowances have been made to
any officers in Porto Rico other. than
the statutory salary and allowances
out of the treasury of the United
States. |
" The said payments were authorized
by the president of the United States
upon oral advice of the attorney gen-
eral, that the same were in all respects
lawful.

.

QUAY DEFEATED.

Declared Not Entitled to a Seat In the
Senate.

WasuiNgToON, April 25.—The resolu-
tion declaring M. S. Quay not emtitled
to a seat 1n the senate was adopted by
the following vote:

Yeas—Allen, Bacon, Bard, Bate,
Berry, Burrows, Butler, Clay, Cock-
rell, Culbertson, Hale, Harris, Heit-
feld, Hawlev, Jones of Arkansas, Lind-
say, MecBride, McCumber, McEnery,
McMillan, Martin, Money, Platt of
Connecticu?, Proctor, Quarles, Ross,
Simon, Teller, Tillman,Turley, Turner,
Vest, Wellington—33. ’

Nays:—-Allison, :Baker, Carter,
Chandler, Clark of Wyoming, Cullom,
Daniel, Davis, Deboe, Foraker, Frye,
Gear, Hansborough, Jones of Nevada,
Mc(Comas, McLaurin, Mason, Morgan,
Nelson, Penrose, Perkins, Platt of New
York, Scott, Sewall, Shoup, Spooner,
Stewart, Sullivan, Taliaferro, Warren,
Wetmore, Wolcott—32.

Pairs were announced as follows, the
first named in each instance being
favorable to Mr. Quay and the second
opposed to him:

Pritchard with Gallinger, Depew
with Hanna, Foster with Kean, Lodge
with Thurston, Kenney with Caffery,
Elkins with Chilton. Fairbanks with
Mallory, Hoar with Pettus, Kyle with
Rawlins.

THE DEMOCRATIC ISSUES.,

Anti-Imperialism and Anti-Trusts Lead-
' . ing Questions.

NEw York. April 25.—Following isa
summary of the replies from twenty-
three democratic national committee-
men to the Journal and Advertiser's
questions regarding the campaign
issues and candidates:

Anti-imperialism as the leading issue,
21; anti-trust as the leading issue, 21;
the money question as the leading
issue, 16; anti-militarism as the lead-
ing issue, 6.

The Chicago platform will be re-
affirmed. 20; non-committal as to Chi-
cago platform, 3.

Dewey’s candidacy not taken serious-
ly, 11; Dewey’s candidacy would not
hurt Bryan, 12.

Bryan by acclamation, 8; Bryan
unanimously or on first ballot, 13.

Admiral Schley for vice-president. 2;
no personal choice for vice-president,
16; Cumming, Sulzer, Van Wyck, Wil-
lJiams. Pattison and Daniel for vice-
president, each 1.

.

BRITISH CLAIM A VICTORY.

Say Brabant and Hart Tarn Position of
Boers,

LoNDpoN, April 25.—The report that
the seige of Wepener had been practi-
cally raised was apparently premature.
The Boer attack upon Colonel Dal-
gety’s northern position as described
from Maseru, was probably a final at-
tempt to rush the garrison bg¢fore se-
curing a safe retreat, and, as Colonel
Dalgety successfully repulseda the at-
tack, little further anxiety is felt on
his nccount. Lord Roberts has now
spread a net with some 40,000 or more
men and 150 guns, covering the whole
western semi-circle around Wepener,
while General Hamilton has occupied
the watkrworks, practically without
opposition. Lord
that General Brabant and Hart have
turned the position occupied by the
Boers at Wepener, and it is now be-
lieved they cannot escape.

Boers Near Kimberly.

LoNDoN, April 26.—A dispatch to the
Daily Mail from Kimberly, dated Wed-
nesday, says: ‘‘Yesterday the Boers
formed & new laager near Windsorton.
The force there consists of Campbell
and Griquiland rebels, about 500
strong.”

DeWet Reports a Victory.

PARis, Aprif 26.—A dispatch from
Pretoria says that General DeWet has
General Brabant's horse isolated and
has repulsed two attempts to relieve

it, capturing fifty Britishers.

 Governor Shaw has named the mem-
bers of three of the six commissions

Roberts reports |

Dxs Mol

created by the legislature last winter
—the library commission, whi

of the state, the commission to loeate
the positions occupied b{ Iowa trod

at the battle of Vicksburg ‘and the
Shiloh commission which carries an-
appropriation of 50,000 for the erec-
tion of monuments to mark the sp.
occupied by Iowa soldiérs on the field
at Shiloh, Captain W, H. Johnson, of
Fort Dodge, president of the state
library association; Mrs. D. W, Norris,

Corning, and Miss Jessie B, Waite, of

of the library commission for terms of
two, three, four and five years, as pro-
vided in the bill. The state librarian,
superintendent of public instruction
and president of the state university
are ex-officio members. The law goes.
into effect July 1 and the commission
will meet immediately aftér that,

The governor has signed the bill by
Representative Miller of Kayette, re-.
quiring thut teachers in the public
schools shall be instructed in the rudi-
ments of music. It is mot necessary
that they shall be singers or perform-
ers on any instrument, but they must
understand the rudiments of the art.
of reading music. The governor se--
riously considered the advisability of-
vetoing the bill, but found that Presi-.
dent Seerley*of the state normal school
among others, endorsed it very strong-
ly. Finding a considerable sentiment.
among teachers themselves in favor of
the measure, he concluded to allow it.
to become law.

4 —

The Vicksburg commission consists.
of one member of each of the Iowa
regiments or batteries which fought.
on those fields, and three at large,
making thirty-five; the Shiloh commis-
sion consists of one member from each:
regiment or battery, making eleven.

Treasurer of State Herriott reports.
that every cent of the Agricultural
College endowment funds have been
loaned out at 5 per cent. More than

200,000 was on hand when the legis-
lature adjourned, but the law passed
by it allowing the trustees of the col-
lege to loan the money at the market
rate resulted in the guick disposition
of the funds.

Dairy Commissioner Norton says
there is but a very small amount of
bogus butter sold in lowa and that un-
der the present revenue laws there is
little difficulty in absolutely knowing
where 1t is sold. Last year. according
to official revenue department statis-
tics, thiere was imported to Iowa 79,000
pounds of oleomargarine; the same
year there was made in this state ap-
proximately 90,000,000 pounds of regu-
lation butter. Illinois leads in econ-
sumption of oleomargarine; no less
than 18,000,000 pounds were used in
that state, -or about one-fifth of the
entire product of the country.

The secretary of the executive coun-
cil has completed computing the rail-
road assessments for the

assessment, and it makes an aggregate
of $15,800,325," 'I'he assessments are of
special interest this year because ot

Treasurer Herriott, who says they are

formity with the laws of the state.
The largest assessmentsare as follows:
Chicago & Northwestern, $7,937,5

C, R. I & P., $7,120,169; ' C., M. & St\

| Paul, 88,170,946; C., B. & Q., $4,913,794;

B., C. R. & N., $4,264,628; JIowa Cen-
‘tral, $1,720,186; Dubuque & Sioux City,
$3,314,328; Chicago Great Western, $2.-
200.899; Keokuk & Western, $456,120;
Wabash, $411,420.
" Attorney General Remley has hand-
ed down an opinion to the state board
of control construing the pension law
passed by the last general assembly
and relating to the pension of ‘mem-
bers of the Soldier’s Home. The board
of control aiways declined to use any
part of the pension funds and they ac-
cumulatéd under the rules of the truns-
tees requiring all above $6 -to be sent
to relatives or given tothe state. The
new law, the attorney general says,
requires the pensioners to give one
half of their pension money to their
dependant relatives if they have any.
The opinion was called vut for ‘the

‘| reason that a pensioner who had been
sending his extra 82 to his children in °

the Davenport home to keep from giv-

all of his pension, whereas the law, as
the board read it and as the attorney
general construes it, forceshimto give
half of it, or 82 additional, to his child-
ren, although they do not need it.

The question of paying the Iowa
troops, at national guard rates, during

United States army, has been brought
before the state auditor, and is now in
a position which demands a ruling.
For a long time some of the discharged
troops have been claiming that they
were entitled to national guard pay in
addition to the United States army pay
received from the government. A
batch of claims have been filed with
the auditor setting forth these claims
on behalf of several members of Com-
pany M, Qof the Forty-ninth JTowa.
The claims are filed by Eiza C. John-
son, of Maquoketa, as attorney for the
claimants. The names of the claim-
ants are Arthur Larkey, John Nims,
William L. Foster, Frank VanEmburg,
James D. VanEmburg, George Hopius
and Elza C. Johnson. Mr. Johnuson
was captain of Company M, Mr. Foster
was quarter master sergeant, Mr.

private and artificer.

Fighting Resumed in Afriea.
LoNpoN, April 21.—A special dis-
patch  from  Bloemfontein Qlys
that firing is reported to be in
progress south of Karee siding, six
miles north of Glen.
the Boers is not known.  British in-

strong position on a large dam. - -

Russo-Korean Agreement. y ;
SEour, April 21.—An agreement has

ing herself not to alienate Kopje is-

land, at the mouthof Sampbo b.’_. o

2 s ta ' 7
promote the general library. interests

of Grinnell; Mrs, H. M. Towner, of

Burlington, were appointed members iy

fantry, supported by artillery, hold =

year 1900:9w
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ing it to the state, wanted to retain °

the period of their service in the’

Larkey was a private and Mr. Nims a

The stréngth of -

been concluded between the Russiam
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