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The state legislatures hare been di-
Tlding the respective states into con
gressional district*. The law under 

f -which they are acting calls for dis-
tricta made of contiguous and com-
pact territory, and containing as near-

' 1 y as practicable an equal number of 
Inhabitants. The legislatures should, 

j in fair play, liTe np to the spirit ot 
this law, even if the ways of enforc
ing its letter are rtmraded in sonu 
uncertainty. 

roily 1,200 acres in the Pecos valley, 
couth from Roswell to Barstow. Tex., 
a distance of 170 miles, will be planted 
this year to cantaloupes, with an es
timated yield of 1,000 carloads of the 
melons, or something less than a car
load to the acre. The crop will be 
shipped direct to Chicago, and will 
bare an average net market value of 
$450 a carload—the minimum a car
load being |300, with a maximum of 
S600. 

American public schools and educa
tional methods are going to the ends 
of the earth. Cuba, Porto Rico, Ha
waii, and now the Philippines, are 
making the acquaintance of American 
teachers; and that they are good 
teachers Is plainly indicated by the 
care with which the war department, 
through the civil service commission, 
is selecting them. Applications for 
positions are pouring in at the rate of 
twenty-five a day. Only those are 
chosen who are graduates of either a 
college or a normal school, have had 
several years' experience in teaching 
and now hold positions, and can offer 
conclusive proof of success in theii 
work. 

Emperor William's public plaints 
Against the weakening authority of the 
crown must raise a smile in Turkish 
councils, where preventive measures 
abound. "Avoid suggestive dots in 
the body of an article," reads a re~ 
rent official circular to Turkish news
papers; "they tend to raise supposi
tions and disturb the tranquillity of 
the reader's mind." Again: "Do not 
publish articles too long for comple
tion in a single issue. The notice, 'To 
be continued,' causes an uncomfortable 
tension of the mind." Piquant formu
las, certainly; only the sultan seems 
to forget that other phrase, "The end," 
which sooner or later must be writ
ten for all governments not republi
can in form. 

The elevator cure is the latest. It 
is widely known in New York, as an 
elevator man in any big skyscraper 
will tell you. "Three out of every four 
women who ride in this car," said one 
of the Battery Park building employes, 
the other day, "are taking the 'ele
vator cure.' How does it cure? And 
what? Search me. The motion is 
supposed to have a beneficial effect on 
the circulation of the blood or some
thing. Some of the men try it, too, 
but the women have It the worst. 
"Whenever a stranger comes up to me 
and asks for a fictitious person, I 
know they, are after the ride and noth
ing else. Some of the sharp ones gen
erally pick out a name in the direc
tory before they enter the car. They 
never go into an office, however, and 
always take the next car down." 

John Newman, formerly an Indian 
lighter and a pioneer of Arizona, re
cently recovered a bar of bullion worth 
$9,000, which he had buried in the 
ground at the root of a tree near Phoe
nix, Ariz., more than thirty years ago 
during an Indian attack. He was 
driven out of the country, but made a 
map of the surroundings from mem
ory. He returned a year later, but 
the face of the country was altered, 
and he could not find his map. He 
went to Europe, and has been living 
in London nearly ever since. A few 
months ago he discovered the old map, 
or chart, among some papers. He had 
accumulated a little money by mining 
in South Africa, and with it he pur
chased a ticket to this country, and, 
with a friend, began a search for the 
lost bullion. He located the tree and 
recovered the bar. 

Already several steam plants have 
made experiments with the newly de
veloped oil found at Beaumont Texas, 
as so far the tests appear to have been 
satisfactory. The Jennings Electric 
Light and Power company put in the 
necessary apparatus for using the oil 
as fuel, and began its use in its large 
plant, which supplies the town with 
light and power. At Houston also ex
periments have been made in the same 
direction and with satisfactory results, 
while several of the caral pumping 
stations in Southwestern Louisiana 
are getting ready to change their fuel 
from coal and wood to oil. If after 
full and sufficient experiments it is 
found that the Beaumont oil will be as 
cheap and as satisfactory in other re
spects as coal, there is no telling the 
extent of the demand that will be 
made upon the oil wells for steam 
heating purposes. -

Americans, like the Russians, have 
a fifth season in each year. The pe
riod between the autumns rains and 
the winter frost Has a name in Russia 
which is rendered, "the time when no 
man can travel." Our fifth season is 
educational rather than meteorologi
cal. It is the graduation season. Then 
ever man travels, in memory, baek to 
diploma days, and each boy and girl 
Journeys in anticipation through com
ing. years which are to be bright a»d 
fruitful. This season is once taoro 
near at hand. May it bring the usual 
treasures of memory and of hope! 

THE NEWS IN IOWA 
• • CKX. STOXB IS DEAD. ' 

r«dc*al BHk Inadacr Expire* at Bit 
Bmm to B«Jrt «•**<*»-

Burlington, May 2S.—Gen. George 
A. Stone, government bank examiner, 
died here Sandav night. _ 

General Stone was born in Connec
ticut sixty-eight years ago and was 
early left an orphan. He came to 
Iowa and settled at Jit Pleasant, 
where he met the Saunders and they 
became interested in him. They ran 
at general store and bank. Stone Al
tered their employ and eventually be
came the cabhier of tbeir^ bank. AI-
vin Stone was made territorial gov
ernor of Nebraska and offered the 
post of private secretary to the de
ceased, but the latter declined and 
instead decided to enlist for the civil 
war. He joined Co. F of the First 
Iowa infant rv and was elected first 
lieutenant. After serving out his 
enlistment, which was for three 
months, he joined the Fourth Iowa 
cavalry, was appointed major of the 
Third battalion and later was pro
moted to major of the Second bat
talion. He was ealled back to Iowa 
to take command of the Twenty-fifth 
Iowa infantry as colonel, and served 
throngh the war. nearly all the time 
commanding- the brigade and was 
breveted brigadier general. He was 
made national bank examiner dur
ing the fore part of President Cleve
land's first term and served almost 
rontinuallv in that capacity up to 
the .time *of his death, being- reap-
pointed through several changes of 
administration, although his politics 
was democratic. 

RIVALS A KENTl'tIvV VKSUETTA. 

Feud Breaks Out nt » Small Settlement 
.Near f ort Uodse. 

Fort Dodge, May 2'J.—A feud has 
broken out in Skihagen. a small set-
tlemen here, that threatens to assume 
dangerous proport ions. I" or some 
time malicious mischief, consisting' 
in cutting animais and leaving them 
to bleed to death, destroying harness 
and machinery has been going on, and 
now that some of the aggrieved per
sons have made complaint, one has 
been shot at and narrowly missed be
ing killed. Sam Stauffaeher is in jail, 
and a warrant is out for Arch West, 
both charged with malicious mischief. 
Doc Kellev. instrumental in securing 
the warrant for West, was shot at by 
an unseen party. 

TRAGEDY IX A I.lylOR .JOINT. 

Woman Thrown Headlong Down a Flight 
of Stain at I'erry. 

Perry. May 29.—Mrs. D. E. Daugh-
erty, after swearing out. a search war
rant for an alleged liquor joint ad
joining her husband's office and find
ing the proprietor had fled, was 
thrown headlong down the long flight 
of stairs by some unknown party. 
.She was picked up unconscious, and 
found to have broken her right leg in 
two places, large pieces of bone pro
truding several inches. She is not ex
pected to live and excitement is run
ning high, indicating that the liquor 
joints may be Carrie Nationized. 

n.. C. R. & n. strike Settled. 
Cedar Rapids, May 29.—The B., C. 

R. & N. strike, embracing about 300 
blacksmiths, boiler makers, machin
ists, railway carmen and members of 
the Federated Union, has been de
clared off, after lasting nearly three 
months. The men resisted the intro
duction of the piece work system in 
the shops, but it is understood that 
no reference to 1his system is made 
in the terms of the settlement, neith
er side wishing to claim the result 
as a victory. Many of the men have 
found other employment and will not 
return to the shops. The others will 
return to work at once. 

OBELISK TO BIS JUC*OBI. 

•I t* Scrgraat JToyii Dwtlcatetf 
at Noax Clij. 

Sioux City, May 31.—With most im
pressive ceremonies, and in the pres
ence of a large, crowd of people, a 
large o be list of enduring sand stone 
Was vesterdav dedicated to Sergeant 
Charles Floyd, the only member of 
the famous Lewis and Clark expedi
tion who died during its. explorations 
and the first United States soldier to 
be buried within the domain of the 
great empire of the trans-Mississippi 
country. His remains lie upon Floyd 
bluff, beloiv Sioux City, and the 104 
foot monument overlooks the entire 
Missouri valley. 

The ceremonies were attended by a 
large number of distinguished men 
and women, Hon. John A. Kasson 
delivered the principal address, a 
magnificent study of the* expansion 
of the republic in which he upheld 
the country growth. 

Dr. James D. Butler, of Madisou, 
Wis., discoverer of the Sergeant 
Floyd diary of the expedition, and 
Mrs. Elliotts Coues. widow of the his
torian of the expedition, were pr«uni 
ncnt also in the exercises. 

The monument is the fruition oi 
years of labor OR the part of Presi
dent John'Charles of the Memorial 
association. 1-y dint of hard work ht 
and several other pioneers re-discov
ered Floyd's grave in 1*95 and organ
ized a society for the building o' a 
suitable monument. Congressman 
Geo. D. Perkins secured a ap
propriation from congress in IS'-'.t -tnd 
the state, city, county and private 
citizens have added enough to erect 
an obelisk at the cost of about 
$20,000. 

TIIJE Ol'BERXATOHIAL NOMINATION 

Convention* 

shooting; A IT ray In Rliictrold County. 
Mt. Ayr, May 29.—Jacob S. Miller 

and It. W. Shaffer. two Middle Fork 
township farmers, engager! in a quar
rel over some cattle belonging to 
Shaffer which had been trespassing 
on Miller's larm, and in the hot words 
that followed Miller picked up a Win
chester rifle lying near and shot Shaf
fer in the right thigh. The ball 
passed through his leg. coming out 
near the groin. Shaffer will recover 
unless blood poisoning results. Miller 
has been arrested and placcd under 
$1,000 bonds to appear before the 
grand jury. The two men were 
cousins. 

Three Shot Near Sioux City. 
Sioux City, Iowa. May 29.—Because 

he was called a "cheap skate" at a 
colored church social, Harry Baker 
walked a mile, procured a revolver, 
returned to the church and shot 
three other negroes, one of whom. 
Jim Askew, will die. The others, 
Charles Watkins and Louis Cloyd, 
are not, dangerously wounded. Rival
ry for the affections of a colored girl, 
and the statement, that he could not 
buy ice, cream, caused Baker to com
mit the crime. 

Woman Burned to Death. 
Dubuque, May 29.—A frightful acei-

dent occurred at Twin Springs, near 
here. Mrs. Henrletfe Groettinger, 72 
years old, started a fire to cook break
fast. Somehow the house was set 
on fire and burned to the ground. A 
charred lump of flesh was all that 
was left. Her husband got away with 
the money and other valuables se
cured during the progress of the fire. 

Treawnre in an Old Garret. 
r.iciora, May 31.—Tn reshingling an 

aid house on his farm, Martin Fili
ster. living near Kteeunboat Rock, 
today discovered in ihe garret several 
hundred silver dollars. The money 
had evidently lain there for years, 
as many of the coins bear the mark 
of 1820. How they came there or by 
whom placed is a mystery. 

Gored by a Hull. 
Blairsburg, May 25.—The ll-jear-

old son of C. P. Holt, postmaster at 
Blairsburg, was gored by a bull last 
night while passing through a pas
ture. He was caught on the animal's 
horns and thrown into the air, after 
which the beast trampled over him 
until he was unconscious. His abdo
men is terribly injured and it is 
thought his recovery is impossible. 

Poweshiek for Cummins. 
Brooklyn, May 25.—Poweshiek 

county republican convention in
structed for A. B. Cummins for gov
ernor. # 

llow the Various County 
Have Cone. 

Des Moines, May 31.— Returns 
date show that the republican conn 
conventions thus far held have r 
suited as follows: 

For Cummins instructed— 
Boone 
Polk 
Sac 
Story 
Woodbury 
Carroll 
Poweshiek 
Sioux 
Ida 
Plymouth 
Dickinson 
Dallas 
Winnebago 

For Cummins, uniiistructed 
O'Brien 
Grundy 
Humboldt 

04 
15 
21 
3G 
12 
IT 
16 
9 

,15 
S 

19 
11 

13 
11 
12 

Total for Cummins 
For Harriott, instructed— 

Guthrie 
For Harriman. instructed— 

Butler 
Bremer 

Total for Harriman .... 
For Conger— 

Page 
l.'ninstrneted— 

Adams 
Union 
Tavlor 

Total 

301 

15 

1G 
12 

23 

18 

10 
33 
3 5 
38 

M'RLVtEl' CROSSES IOWA. 

Announced That .Mrs. McKi iley Is Stead
ily Improving. 

Cedar Rapids', May 29.—The trip of 
the presidential train from Omaha 
eastward yesterday across the state 
of Iowa was made over the Chicago 
& Northwestern. To avoid the crowds 
at the stations engines and train 
crews were changed a few miles from 
the end of each division. Few stops* 
were made but the train was slowed 
up at the principal towns and cities 
and the president appeared on the 
rear platform. This is Secretary 
Wilson's home state and he shared 
the honors with the president. At 
Tama, where Mr. AN'i Is on formerly re
sided, there was a big crowd to greet 
them both, but no stop was made. 
At Marslialltown the local G. A. R. 
post was lined up in the station. 

Mrs. McKinley's condition has con
tinued to show steady but no rapid 
improvement since she left San Fran
cisco. She is gaining some strength 
and the president is much encourag
ed. She has not yet left her couch, 
however. Dr. Rixey does not desire 
to have h£r tax her strength, but he 
permits her to sit up in bed most of 
the da v. 

Maine Case Thrown Out. 
Washington, May 29.—In order to 

prevent a judicial determination of 
the cause of the destruction of the 
battleship Maine the government has 
taken advantage of a technicality to 
throw out the claim by Harry S. Mc-
Cann, who was a sailor on tne battle
ship when she was blown up in Ha
vana harbor. The government asked 
that his petition be dismissed on the 
ground that it is not within the terms 
of the treaty between the United 
States and Spain or the act of con
gress organizing the Spanish claims 
commission. The United States, it is 
further stated, has finally disposed of 
the claim, and this disposition bars 
the jurisdiction of the commission or 
any other tribunal. 

Steamer lilts Snagr and Sinks. 
Burlington. May 29.—The steamer 

Dubuque of the Diamond Jo Line 
struck a snag and sank in shallow 
water eighteen miles north of Burl
ington. There, were fifty passengers 
on board, but there were no fatalities 

. Man Dragged Two Miles. 
Perry, May 29.—Luther Kinney, liv

ing near Jamaica, was thrown from 
his buggy on the highway east of that 
place and dragged two miles by the 
lines. He was dead when picked up, 
his body being terribly bruised. 

The Herron-Rand Wedding, 
New York, May 2S.—News of the 

marriage of T'rof. George D.- Herron, 
; formerly of Grinnell, Iowa, and Miss 
' Carrie Rand, of Burlington, Iowa, was 
confirmed last, night by Franklin 
Went worth and Dr. Charles Bhodie 
Paterson, two of the professor's clos
est friends in the city. The marriage 
was performed at the home of Dr. 
Patterson, on West Forty-fifth street, 
Manhattan, on Saturday. Rev. Wil
liam Brown of Rochester officiated. 
He is pastor of the Universalist 
church, and is called the most liberal 
minister in the state. There were no 
guests, merely the friends mentioned 
and a few members of their families. 

HEWS IN GENERAL 
>^v>ri*K SALUST fopm. ; 

VTbat Saprrmc Court DetwIOM In Insular 
Catts Mean. 

Washington, May 29.—Following are 
the salient points in decisions of the 
supreme court in the insular cases, 
undoubtedly the greatest decision 
ever made by that tribunal: 

1. The constitution does not follow 
the flag ex propria vigore—of its own 
force. 
2. The United States may enter up

on a colonial policy—1-as already en
tered upon it—without violation of 
the constitution. 

3. This nation has all the powers 
that rightfully belong to a sovereign 
international state and mav acquire 
territory without incorporating such 
territory as an integral part of itself. 

t. The simple act of acquisition by 
treaty or otherwise does not auto
matically bring about such incorpora
tion; and incorporation is effected 
only by the will of the states acting 
consciously through congress. 

5. Porto Rico is not a part of the 
United States, but "a territory appur
tenant and belonging to the United 
States." Tariffs established by con
gress upon goods coming from or go
ing to Porto Rico are valid and col
lectible. The Foraker act is consti
tutional. 

6. Congress has full power over the 
territories, may regulale and dispose 
of them, may at its discretion extend 
the constitution to them, may admit 
them as states, or may hold them 
indefinitely as territories, colonies or 
dependencies. 

7. Porto Rico is not a "foreign 
country'" aad therefore the Dingley 
law, which levies duties upon goods 
imported ''from foreign countries." 
dose not applv to Porto Rico. Nor 
yet is "Porto Rico a part of the Uni
ted States." It is a domestic terri
tory. over which congress has "unre
stricted control." 

DECISION IN IN-SUl.AR CASES. 

Slay Necessitate Calling of an Kxtra Ses
sion of Congress. 

Cedar Rapids, May 29—The presi
dent and the members of the cabinet 
spent much time yesterday reading 
and discussing the published reports 
of the opinions of the supreme court 
in the insular cases. They were 
much interested in the way the court 
divided in the two cases. The decis
ion in the De Lima case, if followed 
in the Philippine islands, as it is as
sumed it will be. might result in the 
calling of an extra session of con
gress. Tn the De Lima case the court 
decided that The duties collected on 
Porto liicon goods before congress 
enacted the Foraker law were illegal 
and must be refunded. It is pre
sumed that the court, following the 
same lines of reasoning, will decide 
that the duties collected on goods 
from the Philippines were also ille
gal, and were and are subject 1O free 
entry into the United States until 
congress acts, as it lias already done, 
in the ease of Porto Rico. Such a 
decision would mean not only the 
refunding of duties heretofore col
lected, but would open the ports of 
the United States to goods and mer
chandise of every description from 
the Philippines until congress meets 
in December. It is probable that im
porters might take advantage of this 
to ship goods into the United States 
through the Philippines and thus de
fraud the government of its revenues. 
Whether the danger from this source 
is great, enough to warrant the call
ing of congress in extra session is one 
which will be decided only after full 
del iberation. 

NKGRO m ilNKI) AT THE STAKE. 

A White WoiitHii'x Murderer Meets Retri
bution in Florida. 

Bartow, Fl»., May 31.—Fred " Ro-
ehelle, a negro, 35 years of age, who 
at noon Tuesday criminaly assaulted 
and then murdered Mrs. Rena Tag-
gart, a well known and respectable 
white woman of this city, was burned 
at the stake here in the presence of 
a throng of people. 

The burning was on the scene of 
the negro s crime, within 100 yards 
of the i>rincipal thoroughfare of the 
city. 

The assault and murder was one of 
the boldest and coldest-blooded 
crimes ever committed in Florida. 

At. 1ft o'clock Tuesday morning Mrs. 
Taggart went fishing in a small row 
boat that she kept at the city bridge 
over Piaco creek. This is in full view 
of the public thoroughfare. 

A few minutes before noon, desir
ing to return home, she rowed her 
boat to the bridge and made it fast. 
Mrs. Taggart started home and had 
only proceeded a few steps in the 
swamp toward the open prairie and 
thence to the street, when she was 
approached by Rochelle, who had 
been hiding in the swamp. He seized 
her and she broke loose, and, scream
ing, ran from the swamp into the 
prairie, where iic overtook her. 

After the assault, while she was 
prostrate, he held her with his hands 
and knees, and taking his knife from 
his pocket, cut her throat from ear 
to ear causing instant death. 

AGtlNALDO MAY COME. 

Desire Expressed to Spend the Winter 
in Washington. 

Xew York, May 27.—A special to the 
Tribune from Washington says: "Ag-
uinaldo is likely to come to the Uni
ted States next fall and spend the 
winter in Washington. This informa
tion reached the war department in 
mail from Manila. He has informed 
General MacArtliur of his desire to 
visit the United States for the pur
pose of studying American institu
tions and meeting American states
men, with a view of being more use
ful to his own people in the future." 

CERVEltA FKAltS DIVISION. 

Spanish Admiral Thinks Spain May Be 
.Broken Up. 

Madrid, May 27.—Speaking before 
the naval congress on the subject 
whether or not Spain should be a nar 
val power, Admiral Cervera expressed 
fears of the disintegration of Spain 
into a number of small states. "I do 
not wish," he said, "that'tlie interests 
of the navy should predominate at 
the expense of the other interests of 
the country, but, observing, as I do, 
what is going OR at the present day, 
I am afraid Spain may become like 
the Italy of the middle ages." 

rBESIDl^TIAL FABTV AT HOME. 

Arrived at National Capital—Mr*. Mc-
Kinley Improving:. 

Washington, May 31.—The train 
bearing the president and Mrs. Mc-
Kinley and the party accompanying 
them on the tour through the west 
ended its journey here at 7:30 o'clock 
vesterday morning txaetly on sched
ule time. Mrs. MeKinley was imme
diately remov jd in a carrige in wait
ing and driven slowly to the White 
House. She looked pale and worn, 
the natural result oi the grave ordeal 
through which she recently has pass
ed. Secretary Cortelyou stated that 
she was bearing up splendidly. "She 
passed a comfortable night." he said, 
"and is feeling better todny. She 
shows a gradual improvement." 

TAKE APPEAL TO PEOPLE 
Senators Tillman and McLaurin of 

South Carolina Resign. 
Columbia, S. C., May 27.—As the out

come of a spirited debate between 
United States Senator B. R. Tillman 
and John L. McLaurin at Gaffney Sat
urday, both of them put their resig
nations in the hands of Governor Me-
Sweeney, to take effect November 15. 

They have resigned with the under
standing that they are to go before 
the people in a joint canvass and the 
sentiment of the people is to be ex
pressed in the vote in a democratic 
primary to be held in November. 

Tillman was re-elected to the Uni
ted States senate for six years and 
McLaurin has yet two years to serve. 
Should Tillman be sustained McLau-
rin's seat will be vacant. If McLaurin 
is successful he will succeed to 1 ill-
man's long term. 

McLaurin had been invited to Gaff
ney and friends of Tillman asked him 
to come too. McLaurin accused Till
man of attacking him. 

The latter declared that he would 
resign and meet McLaurin on the 
stump. McLaurin agreed to the prop
osition. Senator Tillman later sub
mitted a written proposition which 
was acceptable to Senator McLaurin, 
except that the latter wanted the 
election to be held in October and 
November instead of this summer. 
McLaurin stated that this was sug
gested by his poor health. There 
were several proposals submitted be
tween the two. Senator MeLaurir 
wanted the race to be confined tc 
Senator Tillman and himself. The 
latter declared that he could not dic
tate to the state democratic execu
tive committee when the primary-
should be held or how many candi
dates there should be. The dual res
ignation as finally forwarded to Gov
ernor McSweeney was accompanied 
by no conditions. 

Under the election in this state, 
the state democratic executive com
mittee will arrange a campaign and 
the candidates will speak in each oi 
the forty counties in the state. At. 
the primary election the candidates 
will be voted for directly. The gen
eral assembly merely confirms the 
action of the primary. The campaign 
will be pitched a year earlier than 
expected but there are a half dozen 
candidates in the field. Each must 
specify as to which term he is a can 
didate. 

AMENDMENT IS ACCEPTED 
Cuban Convention Accepts the Plat* 

Amendment. 
Havana, May 29.—The Piatt amend

ment was accepted by the Cuban con
stitutional convention yesterday by a 
vote of 15 to 14. The actual vote was 
on accepting the majority report ol 
the committee on relations, which 
embodied the amendment with ex
planations of certain clauses. 

The radicals made hard fight at the 
last moment, and Senores Portuon-
mayo was particularly vindictive and 
declared that everybody who voted 
in favor of the Piatt amendment was 
a traitor to his country. The conven
tion compelled him to retract this 
statement. On several occasions per
sonal encounters seemed imminent. 

Senor Gomez spoke for more than 
an hour and his speech undoubtedly 
won over Senors Castro, Robau and 
do, Gomez and Tamayo bitterly ar
raigned the conservatives. Senor Ta-
Manduley. He appealed to the pa
triotism of delegates and rehearsed 
the long fight for independence, de
nouncing as perjuors all who fav
ored the Piatt amendment, on the 
ground that they had sworn to draw-
up a constitution for an independent 
republic. 

Several conservatives arose and 
asked Senor Gomez to retract, but he 
absolutely refused. 

The following delegates voted 
against the majority report: Gomez. 
Gener, Portuondo, Lacret, Mandulry, 
Cisneros, Ferrer, Fortun, Robau, E. 
Tamayo, Silva, Castro, Zayas and 
Aleman. Senors Rivera and Bravo 
were absent. The convention will 
continue its sessions which will be 
devoted to drawing up the election 
law. La Discuscion in an extra ex
claims: "Now will come immediate 
independence." 

Thirty-one Dead Infant*. 
London, May 31.—A sensation has 

been caused at Birmingham by the 
discovery of the bodies of thirty-one 
infants'in a cellar beneath an under
taker's establishment. The bodies 
were in various stages of decomposi
tion and huddled together in soap 
boxes. The establishment was con
ducted by a widow, who today was 
charged with causing the infants' 
deaths. The prisoner was remanded 

China wnn-ayT 
Berlin, May 31.—The German min

ister at Peking, Dr. Mumm von 
Schwarzenstein confirms the report 
that an edict has been issued by the 
Chinese emperor agreeing to pay the 
indemnity (of 450,000,000 taels) witu 
interest on the principal at 4 per 
cent. 

MANX 1'A.HlLIKS UK it EFT. 

Twenty-one Men, Mostly Married, Killed 
in a Tennessee Mine. 

Dayton,. Tenn., May 29.—At the 
Richmond mine of the Dayton Coal 
and Iron company, two miles from 
Dayton, a terrific explosion of coal 
dust resulted in the death of twenty-
one men, all white, and most of them 
married and with families. Nine oth
ers were terribly burned, most of 
them fatally, and four escaped with 
slight injuries. There were thirty-
four men in the mine at the time. 
Ihe explosion was caused by what is 
known among miners as a "blown 
blast." 

P0RT0 RICO NOT F0REIGI 
Supreme Court Files Opinion in 

• Insular Cas$s. ;  ~ 
' Washington, May 28.—The United 

States supreme court yesterday handL 
ed down opinions covering all of thp 
issues on the new insular possession# 
-which have been in con trovers v. 
though several of the decisions up3 
held the contestants on certain issues 

j raised, in the most important decision 
that of Downes against Bidwell, Jusw 
tice Brown announced the sweeping 
decision of the court upholding th^ 
general attitude and policy of 
government up to the present time. 
The eifeet of this decision is to affirm 
the constitutionality of the Foraker 
act and to give congress power to 
deal with a newly acquired terrU 
tory in,such manner as the legisla
tive branch may consider suitable fop 
the new territory. The decision also 
has tne effect of declaring that the 
new insular possessions do not by 
virtue of the treaty of cession a<> 
quire all the privileges and rights yf 
the constitution. 

The main opinion was handed dowi» 
in the De Lima case. Justice BI-OVVQ 
dealt first with the court's decision 
on point of jurisdiction, holding than 
the court had jurisdiction. 

The De Lima case involved the ini« 
portation of goods into the United 
States from Porto Rico after th9 

ratification of the treaty of Paris 
and,oefore the passage of the Porto 
ill can act. 

De Lima & Co., doing business in 
Xew York imported from San .luan 
P. R., during the months of June 
and July, 18!)9, certain sugars, the 
product of Porto Itieo. Upon these 
sugars the collector at New York 
demanded and collected about $i:i,000 
as customs duties. 

De Lima & Co. sued Bidwell. th» 
collector, as an individual in the su
preme court of the state of New York 
to recover back the duties thus paid, 
amounting in all to $13,145. allegin® 
that they were unlawfully demanded* 
in violation of the constitution and; 
collected by duress, the collector ex
acting the payment of duties as a 
condition to the delivery of the SIN 
gars. 

•Justice Brown said that whether; 
the sugar imported from or into Por
to Rico were dutiable depends upon 
whether Porto Rico is a foreign conn-, 
try. He held that the right to ac- ;  
quire territory involved the right to 
govern and control it by congress, 
but he said that a country could not 
be both foreign and domestic. 

Justice Brown concluded as fol
lows: 

"'If an act of congress be necessary 
to convert a foreign country into 
domestic territory, the question at} 
once suggests itself, what is the! 
character of legislation demanded for 
this purpose? Will an act appropriat
ing money for its purchase be suffi
cient? Apparently not. Will an act 
appropriating the duties collected 
upon imports to and from such coun
try for the benefit of its government 
be sufficient V Apparently not. Will 
acts making appropriations for its 
postal service, for the establishment 
of lighthouses, for the maintei 
of quarantine stations, for""€rfecT 
public buildings, have that effetV 
Will an act establishing a compl 
local government, but with the 
ervation of a right to collect d 
upon commerce to adequate for 
purpose? None of these, nor all t 
gether will be sufficient, if the cc 
tention of the government be soui 
since acts embracing all these pr 
visions have been passed in connec 
lion with Porto Rico, and it is in 
sisted that it is still a foreign country 
within the meaning of the tariff law:' 
We are unable to acquiesce in tli" 
assumption that a territory may b 
made at the same time both foreig 
and domestic. 

"We are therefore of opinion thai 
at the time these duties were levied 
Porto Rico was not a foreign country 
within the meaning of the tariff laws 
but a territory of the United States, 
that the duties were illegally exacted 
and that the plaiutilfs are entitled 
to recover them back. 

"The judgment of the circuit court 
for the southern district Of New York 
is therefore reversed and the case re
manded to that court for further pro
ceedings in consonance with this 
opinion." ; 

The decision in the Downes case 
followed the history of the dealings 
of the United States with Porto Rico 
a step farther. The case dealt with 
the legality of the exactions of duties 
on goods imported from Porto Rico 
into New York after the passage of 
the Foraker act providing for a duty 
upon goods shipped fr?m the United 
States into Porto Rico and also on 
those shipped from Porto Rico to 
the United States. 

In this case the court held that 
such exaction. vVas legal and consti
tutional, and considered collectively 
is that l?orto Rico was never after 
the acquisition of that island for
eign territory; that until congress 
acted upon the question no duty 
could be collected but that as soon 
as congress outlined a method of the 
island's revenues that action became 
binding; in other- words, that con
gress has power uT»der the constitu
tion to prescribe the manner of col
lecting the revenues of the country's, 
insular possessions, and has a right 
io lay a duty on goods imported into, 
our insular possessions from the Uni
ted States or exported from them i]> 
to the United States. It holds in 
brief, that for taxation they are not 
a part of the United States to Ihe-
extent that goods shipped between; 
their ports and the United States 
arc entitled to the same treatment as ;  
though they were shipped betweepjj 
New York and New Orleans. 1 

AWFUL MIX if IIOIIRO KI If WALES. * 

Nearly a Hundred I.Ives I.ost In a Col' 
liery Kxplosioij. 

London, May 25.—An explosion 
curred at the Universal colliery at^ 
Senghenydd, in the Rhondda Valley^ 
The rescuers are working with ih° 
greatest difficulty owing to lacking of 
aid. Five bodies have been recovered.; 
The wreckage of the pit is complete>| 
almost precluding hope that the im
prisoned men can have survived.;; 
There are seventy-eight miners naiss*? 
ing. . • 

How strange it seams to one in -' 
strange land. % 


