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f » Institution's New Pamphlet Tells of 
\ Work of Different Partite and of 

\ 

Many Spool mono Receive^?- . 
Solar Rays Variable. 

Washington.—Following the custom 
established In 1911. the Smithsonian 
Institution baa Just issued an lllus-
trated pamphlet dealing with the 
many scientific expeditions conducted 
under Its direction, or in which its 
representatives participated. 

The pamphlet describes the work of 
about twenty different parties, and 
the territory covered includes certsln 
portions oT British Bast Africa, Abys
sinia. Algeria. Bastern Siberia and 
Mongolia, the Altai mountains, Bor
neo. St Lawrence island. Alaska, 
British Columbia, Alberta, Newfound
land, Labrador, the Panama canal 
lone, and the Bahama islanda, and 
many sections of the United States. 

The Institution was represented by 
two Small parties in Borneo. 

Dr. W. L. Abbott, who financed the 
Dutch Bast Borneo expedition under 
Mr. H. 0. Raven, and who haa present
ed manjr largo collections to the Na
tional museum, haa been carrying on 
a personal Investigation In Cashmere, 
when he has been trapping and 
studying the smaller mammals of that 
country, specimens of which have 
been sent to the museum. 

Through the invitation of Dr. Theo
dore Lyman of Harvard university, 
the Institution was ensbled to co
operate with the Museum of Compar
ative Zoology In an expedition to the 
Altai mountains of Siberia and Mon
golia. 

George Mixter, another collaborator 
of the museum, also visited Siberia, 
where he secured certain mammals 
from the region about Lake Baikal, 
among them bear and seal. 

Of particular Interest was a trip 
made by Dr. Ales Hrdlicka to Siberia 
and Mongolia, to study the physical 
anthropology of the natives- His par
ticular object was a search for data 
concerning the race which Is supposed 
to have peopled America. He draws 
the conclusion that there exist in sev
eral places in Siberia, Mongolia and 
Tibet numerous remains of an ancient 
population, which was physically 
identical with and in all probability 
gave rise to the American Indian. 

The hunting trip carried on by Paul 
J. Ralney in British East Africa,' in 
which the institution was represented 
by Edmund Heller, wan terminated in 
December, 1911, and since then the 
collection has been received at the 
National museum. , Altogether the 
trip was a remarkably successful one; 
nearly 4,000 mammals, 1,000 reptiles, 
and 400 birds were obtained. 

The astrophysicisl observatory of 
the Smithsonian Institution again sent 
an expedition to Bassour, Algeria, for 
the continuation of the observations 
relative to the heat of the sun, an in
vestigation on which the observatory 
has been working for the past seven 
years, with , observing stations on 
Mount Wilson, Cal„ and during two 
seasons in Algeria. Mr. Abbot, the 
director of the observatory, states 
that the observations of the last year 
prove conclusively the supposed varia
bility of the solar rays. 

8PONGES FOR FERTILIZING. 

The department of agriculture, 
through Its bureau of soils, has re
cently completed snalysls of the Log
gerhead sponge, which grows abund
antly In the waters of Southern Flori
da, to determine its value as a fertil
izer. This sponge, according to Mr. 
Thomas E. Reedy of Key West, grows 
In countless thousands and to an 
enormous size in shallow water, where 
ft la easy to procure. Mr. Reedy also 
states that the farmers of the Florida 
keys use the Loggerhead sponge with 
wonderful results and hardly ever use 
chemical fertilisers. Dr. H. F. Moore 
of the United States bureau of fish
eries cites the use of this sponge by 
citrus fruit growers of the Florida 
mainland and states that he has seen 
this sponge growing in such quanti
ties that he has long thought It should 
be exploited. 

A specialist of the department re
cently made analyses of samples 
from Key West which verify the 
value of this sponge as a fertilizer. 
The analyses show that the approxi
mate results, on sir dry material show 
four per cent, of nitrogen, three-qusr 
ters of one per cent, each of potash 
and phosphoric acid, five per cent, of 
lime and 40 per oent. of organic mat
ter. The specialists say that it la 
evident from the composition of this 
material and Its demonstrated effi
ciency as a fertilizer that It has con
siderable value to farmers and fruit 
growers who have easy access to It 
in the shallows of the sea. The de
partment is conducting further Inves
tigations to determine the feasibility 
of extending the use of this sponge as 
a fertilizer. ' 

SEEKING INFORMATION, 

' While strsnge letters are not a 
rarity in government departments, the 
secretary of agriculture recently re-

«• ceived a letter which breaks all rec
ords for inquiry having to do with 
drugs and medicine. This letter: 

- , which is printed below; omitting the 
name and address of the writer, gives 
an Insight into a certain type of per
sons who think they can use. all sorts 
of drugs and poisons in making patent 

' *{ medicine. An exact copy of the let-
- SW--*-"" 7̂ ter folio t 

:1 jfe||§aMlxed Metaphors. ; 
"Jones has certainly a bad way of 

up things In bis talk.",.' , 
'••What's the matter nowT" "!v • 

^ "He says at his house staining the 
«lWe floor* is the topic just now on 
'VlNto* carpet" 

v  , w * . .  
' "Why do people speak of 'the hu
man raee'f 

"Because men and women are al 
ways running after each other."—Cal-

Pelican. 

ftttretsnr Of Agriculture. wo«i tn.s si 
be* aluwed tn msdlcsn and wood tl havj 
to b«e Pawmd bafort U Could ]#•* 
and Arsnle Dovm* Powdvra Quln«n« *»-
soas Salts sad thsn A numtwr of 
that grows hear* such as Mullln ana *M 
Barks, how much Araate 
a lowed to say a salon of Chill Tonic 
please writ# um at one* My Mothsr 
wants to mak« this M«AMln and 1 waat 
to know tha Rutin baton it is d«n. B—pactfuHy. 

July,3rd. 1111. , . . —I— and how much ltt alcohall woo4 Im* slowed in one salon this to preserve 
It only I think sume youse* 1% In Volum 
ploti# tell Just how much the law wood 
parmlt. 

It It needless to say the experts of 
the bureau of chemistry did not on-
courage the writer to enter the patent 
medicine field- He waa given specific 
warning as to the danger of prepar
ing such substances in haphazard 
fashion, and also given full warning 
as to the. federal law governing the' 
matter. 

The federal authorities, however, 
have no legal power under the food 
snd drugs act to prevent those people 
from making this medicine containing 
poisonous substances. While there Is 
strict legal regulation oyer the prac
tice of medicine and the filling of pre
scriptions, the sams legal control does 
not extend to the manufacture of pat- ( 
ent medicine, provided the makers of 
these patent medicines state on the 
label the presence of all substance* 
which the law says shall be so noted, 
and do not use a label that misbrands 
the article or misleads the purchaser 
as to its contents, and do not make 
atay excessive or false claims as to its 
remedial powers, the federal Authori
ties cannot stop the rale of the arti
cle in interstate commerce or other 
wise. 

TAKING NICARAGUA UNDER THE EAGLE'S WING 

CALENDAR REFORMED. 

Thirty days hath September. April. June 
and November; 

All the rest have thirty-one— 

You know the rest Over in the of
fice of the comptroller of the treasury 
they don't believe in the second line 
of this old saying, but they stick ab
solutely to the first 

A case in point is that of Dr. 
Charles W. Richardson. He wss or
dered to active service on May 31, for 
that day only. His service was to de
liver an address to the graduating 
class of the army medical school. 

Doctor Richardson completed his ac
tive service by turning In his bill for 
one day's active service. When the 
matter came to the attention of As
sistant Camptroller Warwick that of
ficial decided that In all cases where 
compensation is ratefi on a monthly 
basis each month, Fetfhary Included, 
the month is presumed to have thirty 
days and under the lnw the govern
ment does not psy for the thirty-first 
day. Therefore Doctor Richardson 
waa refused pay for hi» labor on the 
31st day of May. 

In further explaining the decision 
treasury officials said that Doctor 
Richardson, had he delivered his ad
dress on February 28, vould have re
ceived three days' pay. 

The only thing left Is to figure it out 
for yourself. 

SENAtOR WAS C'JRIOUS. 

Senator-elect Robert E. Broussard 
of Louisiana is a wiser man now. The 
geological survey made him so. 

Mr. Broussard was one of the first 
persons to venture out of his hotel 
after the severe storm that swept 
Washington a few days ago. On the 
sidewalks, where he traveled, be found 
thousands of pebbles of many shapes 
and colors. He noticed among others 
gray, blue and reddish-tinted stones. 
Believing that the storm had blown 
such pebbles out of the air or some 
distant planet, he became curious to 
know where they came from and 
whether or not they contained pre
cious metals. He saved a handful of 
them, and without saying anything 
about his find, took the little stones to 
the geological survey for examination. 
He received a note saying: 

"Pebbles, blown from the roof of a 
house that was being covered, some 
painted blue and others red." 

RED TAPE TANGLED. 

The red tape of the United States 
government simply gets tangled up 
until it costs the government a pretty 
penny. Recently an army officer sent 
in his gas and electric light bills, and 
these were tied up in so much red 
tape tn the department that the gov
ernment was finahy penalized for the 
amount, and had to lose the discount 
The auditor for the army held the 
officer responsible ahd'deducted the 
amount from his credit, but the con
troller relieved him and allowed him 
the amount of the difference. | 

TO RESTORE PLATE. 

The bronse plate placed on the ! 
mainmast of the battleship Maine in 
1910 by the Daughters of thp Ameri
can Revolution of Habana. Cuba, Is to 
be restored to the historic old spar, 
when it Is erected in Arlington ceme
tery to mark the graves of the un
known dead of the ill-fated battle
ship. the Habana chapter of the 
daughters recently *n the consent 
of the navy department archives when 
the work of raiding the vessel was 
begun. , 

Overindulgence. v'. y.; 
"My wife wfll know I drank too 

much at the banquet." 
"Why, you are walking straight 

enough." 
"But look at the bum umbrella I 

picked out." 

Dreadful 81am. 
"I guess I ain't munh of a hit with 

Mrs. Wombat" 
"Why not?" 
"At the party last night, she left me 

to talk to her hiisband " f 

Prolonged Function. 
"The rich lady next door Is verf 

gracious of late." , 
"I know the symptoms. She is 

going away for the summer, and 
hopes to Jolly us into entertaining her 
cat while sho is away." 

Whatever ttt apprehension of tbe 
other Central American nations and of 

sbme of our own 
anti-imperialist or 
gens as they re
gard Mr. Bryan's 
proposal to estab
lish a form of pro-
tectorate over 
N i c a r a g u a ,  i t  
meets the hesrty 
approval of tbe 
two governments 
Immediately con
cerned, and finds 
I n f t u e n t i a l  s u p 
porters, according 
to the Washington 
cor re spondents, 
among both Demo
crats and Repub
licans In congress. 
In the press, tcio. 

the dictum that "party lines end at 
the water's edge" Is confirmed by tbe 
approving attitude of prominent public 
men, regardless of their party affilia
tions. 

The somewhat disgruntled tone of 
much of the comment from the other 
Centra] American slates—Oosta Rica. 
(Salvador, Guatemala and: Honduras— 
is attributed to fear of "aggression" by 
this country and to the vanishing of 
their cherished dream of a federation 
of the Isthmian republics. Their cry 

American invasion" l» robbed of some 
of its force by Nicaragua'! statement 
that the proposed protectorate is of 
her own seeking, and by President 
Wilson's assurances that It does not 
represent a "general poliey U» be fol
lowed throughout Centra) America," 

The purchase of the exclusive right 
to bnlld % canal across Nicaragua 
from the Caribbean to the Pacific, re
marks the Boston Transcript, repre
sents a nolicy of Insurance against 
competition with tbe Panama canal. 
The acquisition of a naval base on the 
Qulf or Fonseca is scarcefy leas impor
tant, according to the same paper, be
cause "We shall have much need of a 
great harbor on the central West cOsst 
when the Panama canal is opened," 
and "we have need at present of a suit
able place to which our Pacific floet 
may repair for maneuvers—Magdalena 
bay, on the Mexican coast, having be
come unavailable even for target prac
tice." But more significant than either 
of these features of the treaty, In tbe 
opinion of our press, Is the proposed 
protectorate over the turbulent little 
nation of 600,000 souls, whose kaleido
scopic politics have caused Uncle Sam 
so much anxiety in the past As the 
Washington correspondent of the New 
York Sun points out, this will make "a 
broad belt of territory, stretching from 
ocean to ocean, in which stability of 
government and industry will be ef-

Chat "this Is the beginning of thefected.' 

MRS. FISH'S RULE IMPERILED BY MRS. ASTOR 
Now that tbe "Mother Goose Ball," 

with Its display of millions in Jewels 
snd Its rigidly 
c e n s o r e d  g u e s t  
list, has become 
an event of the 
past Newport, R. 
I., society is sit
ting up counting 
noses and won
dering what the 
next move of 
Mrs. Steuyvesant 
Fish will be. 

That the return 
of Mrs. John Ja
cob Astor means 
a war for social 
supremacy to the 
utmost limits of 
cash and Ingenu
ity between her 
and ars. Fish— 

the latter of whom has held rule with 
Mrs. Herman Oelrichs undisturbed 
these many days—no one In the smart 
set doubts. 

Behind Mrs. Astor is her long rec
ord of leadership In London, where 
royalty has shared in her entertain
ments frequently* and willingly. But 
more significant than anything else Is 
the fact that she has swooped down 
on Newport and New York at the 
very time that King George and 

Queen Mary are said to be on the eve 
of a visit to the United States. 

Just what to do. with the British 
ruler and his .consort when tbey land 
on these shores has Wstshington dip
lomats, statesmen and society sitting 
up nights trying to figure "tout New 
York -society has reached the stage 
of almost nervous prostration trying 
to guess where It will get off on the 
same mometous occasion. 

Now that Mrs. Astor has arrived, 
tbe wise ones are up a tree, metaphor
ically. TO desert Mrs. Fish and Mrs. 
Oelrichs and rally to the standard of 
Mrs. Astor with the chance of being 
included in a probable audience with 
royalty under clrcumstahces where 
Mr*. Astor msy play the leading role, 
is a temptation hard to resist. 

On the ether hand, toN flock too 
quickly to Mrs. Astor may put the 
elect in a bad way, for the return of 
Mrs. Astor may ho only a temporary 
affair, and her departure for England, 
much beloved of the Astors. may leave 
them outside tbe bars when Mrs. Fish 
and Mrs. Oelrichs again step into 
power. 

That Mrs. Fish and Mrs. Oelrichs 
will not give up leadership without a 
bitter struggle is only too apparent. 

In the meantime society is guessing 
snd watching for the next move of 
these resourceful women. 

CHICKEN SERVED IN JCLLY 

Always Sofhethlng New In the Prepa
ration of This Thoroughly Apf, ^ 

predated Summer Dish. , 

Roast a plump tender fowl, basting 
to keep .It tender. When cold remove 
the skin and cut in very thin small 
slices. Put the bones in a saucepan 
with three cups of water and cook for 
three hours, reduce to two and a half 
cups. Add one tablespoon each of 
chopped onion, celery and carrot, one 
sprig of parsley and thyme, a small 
sprig of savory, one-half bay leaf, one 
clove and six pepper corns., Cook for 
tfn minutes, strain through a cheese 
cloth, cool. Soak one-half box of gela
tin In half a cup of the cooled stock 
till soft Warm tbe remainder of the 
stock and add the gelatin, stirring 
well. Add one tablespoon of lemon 
juice, heat to the boiling point, season 
with salt and cayenne. Beat the white 
of one egg till slightly foamy, add to 
It gradually one cup of the hot.mix
ture, then add the egg aitd stocli very 
gradually to the hot liquid; bring to 
the boiling point stirring constantly-
.Remove to'back of range and let stand 
for half an hour, strain through a jelly 
bag an4 let cool. Select a round pan 
that will be full when the chicken and 
jelly are added. Set the pan in ice 
water and pour In enough of the Jelly 
to cover the bottom. When thia is 
hard decorate the aurface with hard 
cooked eggs sliced and cut in fancy 
shapes, pour in more Jelly, a spoonful 
at a time, until the eggs are firmly 
fixed, tbeu add enough to make the 
Jelly three-fourths of an Inch thick. 
When firm put in a layer of chicken, 
cut in small thin slices, first dipping 
them In a little Hqbld gelatin, then 
add the Jelly a little at a time until 
the mold Is full. If th* mold Is very 

i deep two layers of chfcken may be 
I added When the Jelly fs firm., turn 
from the mold on s fancy platter and 
garnish with parsley. It may be sliced 

i and laid on lettuce or grape leaves for 
individual plates. A boiled fowl may 
be used in this way. 

FUS MID RIP 
% '"-v A UV £?•; ' vj tt",V. " h K'>- T 

Why Engagement Ring Is Worn 
V on Left Hand. 

THIS CONGRESSMAN HAS WONDERFUL MEMORY 
N& one in the house of representa

tives dares to trifle with Representa
tive John J- Fitz
gerald of Brook
lyn. N. Y.. chair
man of the great 
committee on ap
propriations. un
til the would-be 
trifier is sure of 
hla facts. The 
reason is that 
"Fits," as they 
call him, is pos
seted of one of 
the most marvel
o u s  m e m o r i e s  
known to the 
national legisla
ture. f 

He can remem
ber the name, 
date, page and 

line of every speech ever made in con
gress—so his friends say. This may 
be an exaggeration, of 'course, but 
Philip Campbell, tbe stalwart stand-
pat Republican from Kansas, has rea
son to regret "Flts's" memory. 

A few weeks ago the question of 
"tenure of office for government 
clerks" arose in the house. The Dem-

ugaiufii 11 
called it 
feeling, \ 
of gr^ft 

ocrats had a proposition to make gov
ernment clerks' employment proceed 
In terms of six years , 

Representative Campbell made a 
most vigorous snd fiery speech 
against it. He called it iniquitous; be 

it tyrannical; he called it un-
unsympathetic and smelling 
and corruption, and made 

great'applause for himself on the Re
publican side. 

"While he was talking. Representa
tive Fitzgerald called Marcellus 
Shields, assistant clerk to the house 
appropriatlona Committee. 

"Get me the Record of about April 
12, 1906," he said. 

8hields brought the volume and 
Fitzgerald turned to April 12. There 
was the speech of Campb>ell of Kan
sas In favor of, a tenure ot^ office—ex
actly In favor of the thing he was now 
denouncing. Fitzgerald waited his 
chance and then read Campbell's six-
year-old speech—and Campbell nearly 
died of embarraasment. 

"John," he said to Fitzgerald In the 
Cloakroom afterward, "how In the 
name of crime did you remember that 
speech? Why, I foi'got that 1 ever 
made it!" • 

RECEIVER OF REVENUES OF SANTO DOMINGO 

III :• ' Loutfill, 
"That young Jones Is bound to bs 

heart from," said the Old FORT, as he 
turned away from the window. 

"Yes," remarked old Grouch. "I no 
tioSd bis clothes (this moralo*" 

Walter W. Vick, of New Jersey, has 
been appointed by President Wilson re

ceiver general of 
the cuatoms of 
tbe republic of 
Santo Domingo, 
thua continuing a 
novel experiment 
i n  n a t i o n a l  
finance, inaugurat
ed In 1905. It ia 
the first case, in 
which a bankrupt 
nation has accept
ed another nation 
to act as receiver 
of its revenues 
and stand be
tween It and its 
creditors during 
the settlement of 
Its outstanding ob
ligations. At the 

present time the- Dominican republic 
has more money to spend for proper 
purposes than ever before* while 
ample provision is being made. for 
vlplng out its indebtedness at an early 

date. The debt of $30,000,000 in 1905 
has been reduced to $17-,000,000, while 
customs dues have been reduced, trade 
increased, misrule brought to an end, 
and the blessings of peaco established 
in the formerly turbulent country. At 
the time,when tbe arrangement was 

" Not Very Close, y 
1 "Are yojT related to Bsrney Sulli
van *" Patrick Sulivan was once asked. 

"Very distantly," replied Patrick. "I 
wax nie mother's first child, and Bar-
ney ; was the slvlnUetth."—Woman's 
fciomi Companion. 

entered into under the terms of s 
treaty between the United States and 
San Domingo, European intervention 
seeuied a certainty. Now- claims are 
being settled rapidly, 

The city of Santo Domingo, the cap
ital, was the site of one of the first 
settlements made by Christopher Co
lumbus In the West Indies. His broth
er, Diego, was the first governor of 
the colony and here was builded the 
first stone church in t|ie western hemi
sphere. , 

FUDGE AND WHIPPED CREAM 

Delicacy Rich Enough to Tax the Di
gestive Powers of All but the 

Very Young. 

Fu<lgo with whipped cream Is a deli
cacy rich enough to appeal to the pal
ate of the most exacting boarding-
school girl. 

First, measure out s pound and a 
half of brown sugar—three cups—into 
a saucepan, and add to this a cup of 
milk, half a cup of butter, a pinch of 
salt and a half square of chocolate 
and cook the mixture till it hardens 
when tried In cold water. 

Take from' the Are and beat with 
vigor for three minutes. Have ready 
a half pint of cream-beaten to a froth 
and add this to the mixture. Next add 
a little vanilla for flavoring and 
chopped walnut meats if desired. Pro
ceed as with the usual fudge, beating 
till almost stiff and cooling on butter
ed tins 

For the Sewing Room. 
When scissors become dull, put a 

pin between the blades and rub It up 
and down, working the blsdes as in 
cutting. This will put a new edge on 
tbe scissors and takes but a moment's 
time. -

If or.e likes to have ber towels 
marked, but has not the time to em
broider them nor the money to spend 
on handwork, the sewing machine 
shops, where one has machine hem
stitching done will embroider a mono
gram or initiala by machine for 10 or 
15 cents each. and. as each letter is 
stuffed as in the handwork, when care
fully laundered and. Ironed on a blank
et. the effect Is quite As good as of 
handwork. Of course, the towel must 
be marked before giving it to the 
shop. 

Mint ^rappe. 
Boil together ten minutes the juice 

from one can of pineapples, one cup
ful of sugar and two cupfuls of wa
ter. Remove from the fire, add one 
tablespoonful of gelatine which has 
been softened In a little cold water. 
Add a bunch of fresh mint, bruise it 
well with a spoon and allow it to stand 
covered - about ten minutes. Then 
strain and add the pineapple, which 
has been previously put through the 
meat grinder. Freeze until it becomes 
like fresh' mush. Then add the beat
en whites of two eggs, continue to 
freeze, then pack with Ice and salt 
Decorate each glass with a spray of 
mint leaves. 

Took It Literally. 
Pat could not find his watch, so ha 

went to his friend, the ^lieutenant at 
the police station, and reported that 
he had lost It. The lieutenant assured 
him that he would not leave a stone 
in New York unturned until the watch 
had been found-

Pat returned home much comforted 

"Brula" With Pecans. 
"Brula" Is another name for cara

mel ice cream, and here Is an unus
ually good recipe for making It: 
Make a custard, using a little less 
than a quart of milk to two eggs. Pqt 
one pound of dark sugar in a hot skil
let and stir until it has become a 
rich, reddish brown. Then mix with 
the custard while the latter Is still 
hot When it has Cooled, add a pint 
of cream and a half cupful of finely 
crushed pecan meats. Freeze ss 
usual. 

New Scrub Bucket 
The newest style in buckets Is a 

great improvement over the old pall 
where a forgotten cake of soap somifs 
times dissolved and there was no place 
to l*y the cloth. Now there Is an im-

by his friend's assuirtiice, £nd a few ^ proved pail, square in shape, with a 
hours later discovered this watch in small tin tray which fits Into the top. 
the lining of his vest, so he set out This tray has a compartment for box 
immediately for the police statiop to of- washing powder, soap, rag and 
Inform the lieutenant, of his And. | brush, and is a great improvement 

As he was passing along his way be {over the old kind of house bucket 
saw some men who were tearing up —; — 
stones in the street to put in gas 
pipes, and going up to them he said; 
"Niver mind, lads, I've found the 
watch." 

No Time Wasted, 
imngene—We weren't in the hall 

two minutes before he ktased me. 
Doris—Yum! Was it an event? 
imogene—My dear, bs's jf .effic^ncy 

MSert-Jttdsa. 

Snow Cake Without Eggs. 
Two cups sugar, one-half cup butter 

one cup sweet milk, two cups pastry 
flour, two teaspoons baking powder, 
one teaspoon vanilla. Put ingredients 

. together and add" In the place of whites 
, '*• L* ! of four eggs two cups of snow, put In 

"There Is one inconsistency about the last thing. Be sure and have a 
good, hot oven, as it should bak« the unwritten law." 

"What Is that?" 
"It Is not'practiced by payless law

yers." . 

as 
quickly^ Tills rule makes a three 
layer cake; also you can add.chocolate 
to one layer and have In between 
white layers. 

Bstwasn Girls. 
"Mabel, do yott favor the long or 

short ballot?" 
"I think It qught to reach tbe knee," 

responded Mabel dreamily. "Oh, ex
cuse me. You know, 1 am planning 
my-bathini suit" out as well as cooling tbs pa» 

To Keep ths Pantry Cool. 
Fasten two thicknesses of muslin, 

over tbe pantry window; keep the win-, 
dow open and the muslin wet with 
sslt and water. This will keep the 

It Was Rule In Ancient Greek Church 
to Use Rlght-Hand Third Finger 

—Fashion Changed at Time 
of Reformation. 

No other finger than the third of 
tbe left hand is now ever considered 
for either an engagement or wedding 
ring, but It was not always so. At 
the time of the Reformation it was 
Just coming Into fashion, and the rule 
in the ancient, Greek church was the 
use of the right-hand third finger, 
vyedding rings have been used as far 
back as we toayo any record, and 
the right hand was the favored one 

There are n& aatbentic reasons for 
the change save thai,'the right hand 
being in active use, the ring .was more 
liable to wear and injury, as the gold 
used was exceedingly soft. A fifth 
century writer sjteaks very entertain 
ingly of rings. It was then'the fash
ion to wear great numbers of them, 
elaborately set with jewels, carved; 
and sometimes of massive designs 
and proportions, so that the hands 
thus laden were scarcely fitted for 
heavy work, Then the rings begsui to 
be worn exclusively upon tbe left 
hand, leaving the right one freo. 

The fanciful reason given by many 
for the use of the third left-hand fin
ger is that it Is nestrest the heart, and, 
as an old chronicle says, this digit 
"hath especially the honor to bear 
rings." The story of the signet ring 
has an interest to. all, for history tells 
us that every free man In Greece was 
privileged to wear his signet ring, and 
it was a much-prized possession. The 
custom was evidently adopted from 
the Sabinea, and free citizens of Rome 
made some of theirs of iron. After-

'Ward, when Rome was luxuriating in 
her tremendous -power and was In 
the height of glory, many a stanch old 
Roman dlaplayed his signet ring of 
iron in token of his regard for the 
simple way In which they used to 
live. 

History does not tell us Just when 
the custom of wedding rings origi
nated, but it »as long before the time 
of Christ Some say that the ring 
is an emblem of eternity, as the circle 
has no beginning and no ending; and 
from the earliest time it was regarded 
as a symbol of constancy and fidelity, 
and exchanged in other transactions 
besides matrimony when evidences of 
faith and loyalty were solemnly sworn 
to and sealed with tbe sacred token. 
At first the,, signet rings were used 
in the marriage ceremony, and in the 
sixteenth century "motto" rings came 
into favor. That means the plain 
golden circles inscribed with "Until 
death," "Semper fldelis," "Two hearts 
that beat as one," "Mizpah," "We two 
together go," "One faith* one love," 
etc. These were called "poey" rings. 

Another reason for selecting the 
third finger for the wedding ring is 
the fact that from the earliest time 
the bishops or heads of the churches 
wore the insignia of their office upon 
that finger; the "high priest- of the 
temple" Wore it as long as he retained 
the position, it being placed there in 
the consecration ceremony. We find 
the biBhops of today wearing the 
church ring set with an amethyst. 

Signet rings are mentioned in the 
Bible, and we find the ring in those 
days to have been a sign of honor as 
it is with us. During the war a lover 
wild wished to specially honor his 
bride sent tbe gold money to th» 
goldsmith with which to fashion the 
wedding ring, for in those days the 
heavier and broader the band the 
better, and girls, used to measure the 
width and "heft" the circles to see 
whose was the broadeBt and heaviest, 
and thereby establish a social stand
ing unimpeachable.-

Now the bride asks for a very nar
row rounded circle with which to 
pledge her vows, one that will be as 
unobstrusive as possible and not inter-
fer with the wearing of her other 
much-bejeweled rings, some of which 
-re almost as big as sixpences and 
as long as—well, as long as the fin
gers which they adorn. 

Urgent Business at the Postoffice. 
A man called at the Wellington post-

office the other day and asked for the 
postmaster. He was told by the clerk 
that the postmaster was not In. 

"When will he be in?" was asked. 
The postmaster would be in .within 

half an hour. "Is there anything I can 
do for you?" the clerk asked. 

"No; I want to see the postmaster." 
After a,while the man caine back 

and asked again for the postmaster. 
"He's not back yet," the clerk told-

him. "Is there anything I can do. fOr 
you, or can I tell him something when 
he comes?" 

"No, there ain't nuthin' you can do, 
and I wlsht the postmaster was here. 
I want to see If there's any mall for 
me, and" l'm gettin' in a hurry."—Kan
sas City Star. 

Not What He Was Looking For. 
Farmer Crab's brook is noted for 

the number and size of its eels. Fish
ing therein i| "strictly prohibited," 
which In Itself is attraction enough 
for the small boy. 

The other evening an urchin was 
leaving the neighborhood rather hur
riedly, when a youthful friend In
quired: t 

"Caught anything. Bob?" 
• "Yiss," replied Bob. 

"Eel?" 
.. -No; toey" -

His friend understood and wisely 
decided to turn back with Bob. to 

Fabulous Age. 
8pratts—Miss Elder is much older 

than I thought 
Hunker—Impossible. 
Spratts—Well, 1 asked her If she 

had read Aesop's fableB, and she! said 
she read them when they first came 
out—Ladles' Home Journal. ' ad 

"HPT OF 1708 
Yankee Blaoksmith Was Exact in 

His Bookkeeping. 

Many Pages of ths Book Deal Wit* 
the Setting of Shoes, Mending 
Axes and Tools, snd the Trans-

portatlon of Hay. 

John 8. Cole o* West Springfield 
Mass., is the possessor of a very inter' 
esting and very old book—the account 
book of Bleaser Loomis of Partrldt* 
field. The book was begun by that pei* 
son in 17S«, or ten years after the tigs, 
ing of the Declaration of Independents. 
Loomis was a blacksmith, and many of 
the pages of the book deal with ths 

. setting of shoes, mending axes and 
1. tools, and the transportation of hiy. 
r All the "acompts" Id the first p»rt1 

of the hook aro reckoned in pounds 
shillings and pence, but toward ths 

„ end the present system seems to havs 
come into general use and the accounts 
are then kept in dollars and cents. 

The accounts, which are carried on 
through a long period of yean that 
were in themselves hazardous qnn, 
show a painstaking care and an exact
ness to business detail which might 
well be followed today. That Loomis 
was a careful business man is Bhovn 
by the fact that he kept all hit re
ceipts in tbe acooant book. 

The book at frequent intervals wu 
audited by Loomia and an assistant 
and is so signed. Besides being of his
torical value as a relic of post revolu
tionary days, it affords an excellent 
means of comparing the cost of living 
and the price of lator then and no*. 

So much is heard today of the in
creased cost of llvizg, of the exorbi
tant prices demanded by manufac
turers and of the ever Increasing de
mands for better wages and less houn 
by both skilled and unskilled labor, 
that it would be interesting to note the 
difference in the values of Loomis' 
time and the values of today. In the 
beginning of his "acompt" he values 
his hired labor at 62 cents dally. This 
euddenly Jumps to 75 cents dally To
day, the laborer, wlUi a pick and shovel, 
is getting from $t to $2.50 dally or 
practically three times aa much as 
Loomis paid his assistants in black-
smithing. This is really a comparison 
between skilled ind unskilled labor. 

The difference in the price of food
stuffs is also very marked. Loomis 
bought 403 pounds of beef for an 
amount slightly over $21, or at about 
five cents a pound. Today he would 
have been obliged to pay several timet 
that amount a pound for it. He got 
butter at IS cents a pound, now It is 30. 
Potatoes came at 82 cents a bushel or 
less than one-thlrd-of what they are to
day. Since tbo west opened up there 
has been but little change In the price 
of oats, for our blacksmith paid SO 
cents a bushel for them, while they 
are quoted at 46 cents today. 

In tbe rental of his horse and teams 
it looks as If Loomis used very poor 
Judgment or else the ruling prices 
itrerO very low^ for he took a load of 
hay to Plttsfleld for 50 cents, a dis
tance of 40 miles each way. At an
other time he rented his "hoss" to s 
man for a day for a shilling, or 16 
cents. A ton of bay cost him $7, aboyt 
one-fourth of what it is today. 

There are a number of amusing en
tries lit tbe book, such as 3,200 pounds 
(of coal for $2 and a day's work for a 
bushel of potatoes. He shoed a 
"hoss," mended a "handel," made a 
ferrel and mended a shovel, all for 
cents. The spelling of a great many of 
the words te strange—for Instance, 
horse, hoss; sleigh, slay; mowing, mo-
lng; full, fooll; kettle, kettel. 

These are only instances from m»ny 
hundreds in the account and they to 
to show what a remarkable change has 
taken place Since revolutionary days. 
The book is In a wrmarkable state of 
preservation for T£CH an old one. It 
Is bound In calfif The paper Is of 
good quality ad| is well preserved. 
The ink has y«§lowed and in soms 
places almost faaed away, but for tn» 
most part one is|able to read all tn 
Items. 1 

There are only » few persons tow 
who would have the patience to ke«p 
such an exact account of receipts an 
expenditures as Loomis did, especial j 
through such a lorig period of yeata 
Everything is set down. e*en tn« 
smallest of items and the whole at 
frequent intervals'is balanced. At iw 
bottom of each balance la the1 receipt 
of the debtor or creditor, whicheve 
he was, usually signed by a witne . 

Rich Hermit Starved to 
A rich hermit John KIr^p^, j 

better known as the "Hairy Man-
the "Vile of Leven Hermit, died 
starvation at Jamestown. Dumbart. 
Scotland, a few days ago. Ktrkpatrie 
lived alone in a wooden hut near 
FOrth of Clyde railway. He * 
about fifty years of age. Although 
possessed of considerable w • 
did not take the necessaries oM£ 
He had long hair like that °f a 
an, and he wore quaint , 
hut. which was previously u» e d a  
henhouse; was lnfested wlth 
In filthy condition. Kirkpatrick 
supposed to have belonged 
c. *ltbough he 
town about ten years. T . b)e 

f o u n d . t h a t  h o  .  V ° n k  
amount of money In the ban* 

Too Sensitive. ,fc 

"There Is absolutely no usi 
me about Woman suffrage. 
Really, old man, I ca"n0J |y:' 

why you oppose It bo 
"Well, I'll tell you. I #t 

clothing store last week looklW jQ 
e neckties,wben a woman 

, told one of the clerks ahej^ 
buy a collar for her dog. 

* """* I ' V 

Whit She Served. 
"Whtt did she serve?" : .. • ^ 
"Three ktpds of meat th0II^t 
"Three klndB of mea" g light 

was going to have only 

to 

stand 

some 
and 

she 
lunch 

"That's what it wa,S' 
-chickon 1# 

An Obvious Inference. 
"Pop, this book of mine talks about 

the teeth of a winter's Sale." tlon 
"Well, my son?" 
"Does the winter's gale use an ice 

pick for its teeth?" 

A full &*** 
So your paper had a week?" 
n of the chrome works tbi»^f 

That's what I o^1 yelloW 


